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the i6th of Agnl 1772, after a profperous voyage, we reached the.Cape of 
Good Hope, and we arrived fafely in the road of Table Bay, dropped our anchor, 
fired ofir guns, and, with mutual joy, congratulated each other. 

Immediately on our arrival,, the fuperintendant over the fliips came to us from the 
town, accompanied by a furgeon ; the former to fetch off the letters and papers for the 
Company, and the latter to get information with refpeft to the number of people that 
had died during the voyage, and of thofc that were ftill indifpofed. The number of 
the latter was now not very great, but that of the former amounted to a hundred and 
fifteen, of which, ten died before we left the Texel,* and tWo had unfortunately fallen 
overboard. The other Ihips in our company fuffercd a ftill greater mortality, viz. the 
Hoencoop one hundred and fifty-eight in all, of whom one hundred and thirty-fix died 
while we were in the Texel. The William V. loft in all two hundred and thirty men, 
and the Jonge Sanfuel, of Zeeland, onsr*hundred and three. • • 

We were hardlyVome to an anchor, before a crowd of black flaves and Chinefe 
came in their fmall boats to fell and barter, for clothes and other goods, frclh meat, 
vegetables, and fruit}, all of which our crew were eager to procure. * 

* Extrafted from bis Travels 17951 4 
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TI1UNBERG^S ACCOUNT OF THE CAPE OK GOOD HOPE* 


In the road we found, among others, a Svvedifh Ihip, which had arrived but a fliort 
time before at this foutliernmolt point of Africa, and had brought my friend, Profelfor 
Sparrman, 

On* the 17th, I went with the captain on fliorc, and took a lodging at M, Hendrik 
Fehrfen’s houfe. 

Being fafely arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, my firil care was to wait on the 
lieutenant-governor, Baron Joachim von Plettenberg, and the other gentlemen of the 
reg^ency, to whom I was recommended, in order to deliver to them the letters 1 had 
brought with me. And as the rcfpedable and univerlUlly-beloved veteran, Governor 
Tulbagh, had, in confequence of age and gout, on the i rth of AugulL in the preced- 
ing year, exchanged this life for a better, I delivered the leiters directed for him \o 
Baron Plettenberg, who received me with the greatefl^kiiklnee;, and proinifed to adill 
me in my defign of travelling into the interior part of the country, during the term of 
my reiidence in that quarter of tlie globe. 

Whereas in my native country, to the northward of the equator, the mod delight- 
fill of the feafons, fpring, was now approaching j here, to the Ibiith of the line, winter 
was dealing upon us, fo that 1 could not as yet, or for feveral months to come, travel 
to any advantage through the interior parts of the country, but mud wait till the be- 
ginning of September. The intervening months I employed in informing myfolf of tlie 
internal economy and inltitutions of the C.oinpany, and examined the plants and ani- 
mals in the environs of the town, and in the neighbouring mountains, making allb 
fliort excurfions into the country, which I was in hopes of penetrating deeper into 
afterwards, and of viewing it with a curious and obferving eye. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the extreme point of Africa, and of the Old World, to 
the fouthward, and is probably the mod capital promontory in the whole world. 

Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, was the fird who difeovered this promontory in 1 487, 
and King Emanuel gave it the name of the Cape of Good Hope. Vafeo de Gama vifited 
it next in 1497, <^^'dcr of the fame monarch. According to the obfervations of* M. 

de la Caille, it is fituated in latitude 33^ 35' S. and in longitude 35® 2' E. 

The fliij IS that anchor in Table Bay, in a confiderable extcnfive road, arc foniewhat 
above a mile dillant from the town. 

The day aftc' our arrival onr fick men were taken to the hofpital, attended by the 
furgeon’s mate ; and afterwards the foldiers, under the conduct of their commanding- 
officer, who was to ferve in the capacity of ferieant after his arrival on Ihore. 

'Hie town is very regularly built, from the more along“ the declivity formed by the 
Table Mountains, and its llreets cut the quarters at ‘right angles, the whole being 
bounded at the back part by Table Mountain ('I’affelberg), to the fr'eltward by Lion 
Mountain (Leuweberg), and towards the eaft, in fome meafure, by the Devil’s Moun- 
tain (Duyvellberg). bo that it is moll open towards the fouthern and callern fides. 

In difembarking, one is, not incommoded here by the (hutting of toll-gates, or by 
cullom houfe officers, 'I'he town has neither walls nor gates, and yet enjoys a perfect 
fecurity in a land of favages. 

The houfes arc all of brick, whitc-walhed, and one, feldom two, but very rarely 
three (lori(,’s high, and covered in, for the niqli part, with flat roofs of brick-work, or 
a kind ol grafs indigenous to this country (rejiw teSloruni)^ laid iffion very lowTrame 
work. On account of the violence of the winds that prevail here,Ohe roofs cannot be 
tiled over, nor raifed higher. The houfe of the lieutenant-governor, and the Company’s 
wai elioiifc, were the only houfes that were three (lories high. * 

'llic donreftics here do not confift of Europeans, but of black or tawny (laves from 
Malabar, Madagafcar, or other parts of India. Thefe, in general, fpeak either broken 
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Portuguefe, 05 elfe the Malabar, feldom the Dutch language, and learn various trades, 
by which they bring their mafters confiderable profit, elpecially fucR as are taylors, 
carpenters, bricklayers, or cooks. 'I’he flaves are let out by the month, week, or day, 
during w'hich term they are to earn for their nfefters a certain fixed fum per dim. The 
male flaves wear their owm hair, upon which they let a great value, wrapped up in a 
twilled handkerchief like a turban, and the females wreath up their hair and fix it on 
their heads with a large pin. Trowfers cohflitute the other part of their drefs ; and, 
as a token of their lervile condition, they alw'ays go barefoot, and without a hat. 

Previous to the company’s fitting down to meals, either dinner or fupper, a female flave 
brings a wafh-hand bafoiuand towel, to wafh their hands, which is aifo done on the 
ccynpany’s rifing from table. In the houfes of the wealthy, every one of the company 
has a flave behind his chair to wait on him. The flave has frequently a large palm leaf 
in his hand, by way of a fan, to drive away the flies, which are as troublefbme here as 
they are in Sweden. 

As well within as without the town, neat and excellent gardens are laid out, both 
for fruit and culinary vegetables, being w;^tcred by the flreams that run down from the 
mountains. Among thefe, that extenfive and beautiful garden belonging to the com- 
pany diflinguiflies itfclf, like an old oak amidft a thicket of bufhes. It is from thefe 
gardens that the ftranger, on his arrival, meets with his firfl refrefhments ; and from 
their fuperfiuous fto^k the Dutch and other Ihips are fupplied with ftores for their voy- 
age. The garden-feeds muft be brought every year frefli from Holland, as they other- 
wife, almoft . all, degenerate in time, excepting the feeds of cauliflowers, which are 
brought to great perfedion here, and, on that account, exported from hence to Hol- 
land, where they gradually degenerate. . 

Apples, pears, and other European fruits, are mellower and riper, but have not that 
flavour which they have in Europe, neither will they keep long. Nor are the peaches 
produced here equal in goodnefs to thofc of the fouth of Europe. They are fometimes 
dried like {•)ears, with or w'ithout flonPs. 

'i'he trees imported from h’.uvopc, fuch as oak (ijMrcus robur\ the white poplar 
(p^ulus albii'), and others, filed their leaves in the winter, as they,do in their native 
places, whereas the African trees do not part with theirs. It is not long, however, be- 
foi^e they recover their leaves again. I’his circumftance is Angular enough : firft, be- 
caule the cold here in whiter is not more fevere than it is in Sweden in the autumn j 
and, in >fie fecond place, becauf':? they Ihed their leaves to the fouthward of the equa- 
tor at the very time that they put them forth to the northward of it. The lime-trees 
Qilia Europad) do, not ihwve well, on account of the violent winds that rage here ; 
and the faine may be faichof the hazel (corylus avellam)^ cherry-tree {prunus cerafus), 
gooleberry-tree {ribes grojfularia ct uva crifpa), currant-tree {ribes rubrum ct nigrum)^ 
all of which degenerate, and feldom yield any fruit. 

The mvrtle (^tnyrius coihmunid) grows to the height »f a tree» though its ftem is neither 
thick nor ftifl', nor dea's it throw’ out many branches. For this reafon it feems to be 
proper, and indeed, is f requently ufed, for forming high hedges, in a country fubjedl 
to violent 'iij a 5 its fuy'ple flem bends^to the florin. 

The foi »i I ! t ; ,e mountain, or the hills round the town, confifled of a red flame -coloured 
clay , whij pio ced^fVnm the water’s running down the ciacks, and tinging the earth 
with ns ai tii, ’ irged v uh ferruginous particles. Higher up on the hills, lie fcatlered 
w'ithc'ut ercie' dones of all fizes, that have been rolled down from the mountains. 

/;.t' or.g ( the; i vifi*ted M. Auge, the gardener, who has made manj^, and thofe very 
long, esi t.r u' ij into the interior part of the country, and has collefled all the plants 
and inlet";'., v h v fhe late Governor Tulbagh fent to Europe to Limiacus, and to the 
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Profeffors Burmaiin and Van Royen. And as he ftill continued his jOun\eys yearly into 
the country, he ibid to ftrangers, as well herbals as birds and infers. It Ws of him 
that M. Grubb, and the direftor of the bank in Sweden, purchafed that fine colledion 
of plants, which was afterwards prefenteH to Profeflbr Bergius, and fo well defcribed 
by this latter gfentleman in his book of the Planta Capenfes. M. Auge’s knowledge of 
botany was not very confiderable, nor did his collections in general extend much far- 
ther than to the great and the beautiful ; but, in the meantime, we are almoll folely 
indebted to him for all the difcoveries which have been made fince the days of Her- 
mannus, Oldenlandus, and Hartogius, in this part of Africa. 

The citadel is fituated on the fea-fhore, below the city to the eaftward, and is fur- 
founded with high walls and deep ditches ; there is room enough in it for the governor, 
though he never lives there, as well as for the major, the other officers, and the foldiers. 
At fun-fet the great gate is fhut, when all the foldiers, that have not leave of abfence, 
are fummoned by beat of drum, and their names called over in each company. The 
little gate is kept open till ten o’clock, when the foldiers, who arc abfent, without hav- 
ing previoufly obtained leave of abfence for thf night, are fummoned by a bell, and their 
names are called over ; the gate is after this not to be opened till the morning, except in 
cafe of neceflity, fuch as to fetch a midwife. A furgeon always fleeps in the caftlc. 

The firft thing a foldier mult provide himfelf with, is his own uniform ; this he re- 
ceives of the compkny, but mull ferve to the amount of its value^. Every third year 
the Company orders a number of new uniforms to be made for the ufe of the militia, 
and at no other time. If it fhould fo happen, that the quantity ready-made ffiould not 
fuffice for recruits that arrive during this interval, they inuft for forne time do their 
duty in their own clothes, and frequently in the jackets of the Zcelvcrkoopers, or kid- 
nappers, who have fent them thither. 

Soldiers, who have received in Holland what is called a bill of tranfport, receive no 
pay till they have ferved to the full value of it. This takes at leaft a year and a half, 
or more ; during which time they only receive d little fubfiftcnce-money and fcrvice- 
money. What more they may want for lubfilience and clothes, they mull earn by 
any trade that they may happen to have learned, or by doing duty for the others on 
their leifure days. A foldier who has learned a good trade, may earn half a dollar a 
day, ai:\d pays to him that does duty for him four fchellings. They have alfo an opp9r- 
tunity of making fomething by walhing for others. A foldier irtay indeed obtain double 
fubfiftence-money ; but then, two guilders per month are dedufted from his pay, for 
what they term I'ubfidy-money. 

The foldiers go upon guard every other or every thir*d day, and cpnfequently have a 
day or two to themfclves. The fame guard continues for twenty-four hours together, and 
confifts in the fmaller ports of a corporal and three men ; but in the greater, of a I'erjeant 
and twelve incn. When a man has been upon guard two hours, he is relieved, and ex- 
empt from duty, till four hours more are expired, when he goes upon guard again. 

A foldier is obliged to ferve five years, cxclufive of the time taken up in the voyage, 
during which term he is not at liberty to return home ; but by the favour of the offi- 
cers, confiderable deduftions may be made from this term, infomuch, that fometimes a 
foldier refiirns by the fame fliip that brought fiim. Sometimes a :ljpldier is alfo meta- 
morphofed into a failor for this purpofe. ' ^ 

When his agreement is at an end^ he may either return home or renew it j if he 
chbofes the latter, which is generally done for three years at firft, his pay is increafed 
two guilders more per month ; this term being expired, he may engage for two ycjirs 
more, and then receives a frelh augmentation of two guilders per month ; but in cafe 
of his continuing in the fervice after that term, his pay is augmented no more, unlefe, 

1 1 indeed. 
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indeed, he«s*advanccd. A foldier, if he has received any education, may be advanced 
to be a corporal, ferjeant, or officer, to be an affiftant in a faftory, of to be furgeon, if 
he has learned that art in Europe. 

. There are feveral means by which a foldief may be releafed from the obligation of 
doing duty. * The inofl common way is by what they call a furlough in this cafe he 
. is exempt from all duty, and at full liberty to get his livelihood in what manner foever 
ho is able, or by any trade that he may have learned. For this he pays four dollars 
per month, and to the adjutant of the company one ffiilling, in which cafe he receives 
his monthly pay. Of the, men behmging to the garrifon, there were now about one 
hundred and fifty that* had furloughs. The profits of the furloughs are diftributed 
among that pai t of the garrifon th;it does duty, and are called fervice-money ; a foldier 
receives eight or nine, a corporal twelve, and a ferjeant fixteen flrillings ; the remainder 
is divided between the offifers. The furlough money is to be paid duly, the laft day 
of every month, into the hands of the chaplain, whole duty it is to receive it. In time 
of war thefe furloughs are not given, but every one rnuft thep do duty. The governor 
takes from among the foldiers as maijy as he choofigs, to work gratis for him ; the 
major takes four and twenty or more ; the fifeal two, the book-keeper one, and fo on. 
Thefe then aie either to work for the above-mentioned gentlemen, or fo pay them their 
furlough money. The greater number there is taken of thefe men, the heavier does 
the duty fall upor> the relf of the foldiers. • 

The foldiers receive their pay of the lieutenant of the company every four months j 
which for this reafon is called the good month. 

If any perfon in the town or country wifhes for a foldicT, either as a teacher for his 
children, or to work in his fhop, he may get one by the means juft indicated ; but if 
fuch foldier has taken up a bill of tranfport in Holland, this muft now be repaid to the 
value of about eighty dollars, for which the fellow muft ferve till it is paid oft j if in the 
mean time he fhould die, the lofs will be on the fide of the tradefman. 

Sailors may in the fame manned take out furloughs, by paying to the purfer eight 
dollars per month. 

• A perfed immunity from fervice, as well as erafure from the ptiymafter’s books, may 
indeed be alfo obtained ; but on no other confideration than that of being held difqua- 
' lifted for the company’s fervice. " 

There arc others, called Lichten, who neither do duty, nor have any furloughs, nor re- 
ceive*any pay, ar.d are alwiiys at their full liberty in time of peace *, but when once they 
enter into the fijrvice again, fhey muft ferve their five years out, for which they agreed. 

Prayers are read in the citadel every morning and evening by a chaplain. Sun- 
day a fentinel is placed before the church-door, but within the church-door a foldier 
would fcarcely be tolerated. 

Before the citadel, in a large convenient place, are laid the wine and water-calks that 
come from the fhips to be repaired ; as likewife«a great ^quantity of planks and fpars." 
In order to prevent any thing from being ftolen, a fentinel is placed here in the night- 
time. This poll is not unprofitable, when the foldier happens to catch a young fellow 
engaged in clofe converfation with fooie female friend ; in which cafe he muft^iake the 
foldier a compliment of a few dollars to avoid being taken into cuftody, aqd difeovered, 
or, at all evcnts,^ncommoded and diflurbed in his mcnu.f plaijirs. 

If a foldier falls fick, he is taken to the hofpilal, v\'here he has medicines and his diet 
gratis, till he recov^jrs, but he receives no pay, except his ftiare of the furlough-money. 
Yet, if his difeafe is of a venereal nature, even this is withheld fr®m him. If he does 
not choofe to go to the hofpital, he is at liberty to go elfcwhere, though then he is 
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obliged to pay his own phyfician, his attendants, and other neceffary expe^n^es, out of 
his own purle, but receives his pay and fubfiftence-money. 

Chimneys are not ufed in this country, nor are they wanted ; and to ftovevS they are 
utter ftrangers. Yet I have known a family or two that had a hre-place in their hall, 
though rather for pleafure than for any other occafion they had for it. • The ladies 
have generally live coals in a kind of covered chaffing-difli or ftove, which in winter- 
time they fet on the ground under their clothes to warm them. 

The cold is fevereil in the months of Auguft or September, efpecially on mornings 
and evenings, when it rains or blows hard. The wind feels very piercing on account 
of the thin clothing that is worn here. The winter at the Cape refembles the months 
of, Auguft, September, and October in Sweden. 

The mothers in this country feldom put tiieir children out to nurfe, but fuckle them 
themfelves, for which reafon they have, in general, eafier labours. 

. There are a few femilies who have defcended from Blacks in the female line, for three 
generations back. The fi^ft generation, proceeding from an European who is married 
to a tawny flave that has been made free, remains tawny, but approaching to a white 
complexion ; but the children of the third generation, mixed with Europeans, become 
quite white, and are often remarkably beautiful. 

The flave-houfe of the Company is adjacent to the garden, and contains a great 
number of flaves, wk-o work in the garden and on buildings, carry, burdens from the 
ftiips, See. Thofe that are lick here have a furgeon to attend them. The Company 
brings the greateft part of its flaves from Madagafcar, whereas private perfons buj 
their’s of the officers belonging to the Ihips, as well Dutch as French, that are on their 
return home from the Eaft Indies, feldom of the Englilh, and never of the Swedifli. 

Before the (hips weigh anchor, all the convalefcents are feleded out from the hofpital, 
and diftributed on board the fhips. 

The officers of the fhips, during their flay here, fell to great advantage feveral European 
commodities, fuch as wine, ale, tobacco-pipes, coarft and fine hardw'are, clothes, flioes, 
glafs, and houfehold furniture ; the European hams, beef, faufages, tongues, herrings, 
ftock-fifh, falnion, and cheefe, with fome other articles, were alfo in great requeft. 

Whereas the foreign fhips, that flop here, lie in the roads a fhort time only to take- 
in provifions, and then refume their voyage, the Dutch fhips are obliged to flop a great 
while, in order to take the convalefcents on board, who after all c6me thither in a very 
indifferent ftate of health. The Dutch have alfo occafion^ for a greater number of 
failors to work their fhips than other nations, as their rigging is made after the old 
fafhion, with large blocks and thick cordage, heavy and clumfy in every refpefl. 

The Company’s garden is always open to the public. It is nine bundled and ninety- 
l!x paces long, two hundred and fixty one broad, and has forty-four quarters, which 
are feparated from each other by hedges, confiding, for the mod part, of oaks or bays 
{laurus nobilh), feveral yards in height. I obferved here, that a roycna villo/a, that 
grew befide one of thefe oaks, had fairly perforated one of its branches through the 
very trunk of the oak, in which it now grew like a parafitic plant. In like manner '•! 
obferved in another garden, in which a feat had been fixed between two trees, that the 
bark of one vf the trees had grown over the feat, like a fungus (boletus), and held it 
ffift. In the menagerie were feveral rare and uncommon animals, and particularly great 
numbers of birds. 

Male and female flaves, though belonging to different mafters, frequently cohabit 
together,, by permiffion of their owners, in which cafe the children always become the 
property of him who is the owner of the female flave. Though the man, that cohabits 
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with the woman flave, be a freed man, or even a European, ftill their offspring are 
Haves. So ‘that the bonds of wedlock among flaves are but loofejy co ntrafted, and 
eafily broken through. A mafter has the right of chaffifing his flaves with a whip, but 
has no power over their lives, as this belpngs to the magiftrate. If a flave is too. 
ieverely treated by his mafter, he may complain to’ the fifcal ; and if it then appears that 
he has been ill ufed, the owner is made to pay a confiderable fine. If a flave lifts up his 
. hand againft his mafter or miflrefs, or any white man, he is punifhable with death. 

A flave can give no evidence ; nor has he the power of bearing, much lefs of having 
in his poflelTion, any kind of fire-arms : by thefe means the flaves, who always greatly 
exceed the Europeans in number, are kept unarmed. As foon as a flave is enfranchifed, 
he wears flioes, ftockings, and a hat, as a mark of his freedom. 

• In the months of April, May, and June, when the Ihips lie in the road, the na^al 
officers frequently put up at auilion fuch commodities as they wilh to difpofe of at this 
place ; for this they pay five per cent, to the fifcal, who receives five dollars for every 
cheft brought on fhore, for which five guilders only were paid in Holland. All Euro- 
pean merchandizes are fold here at thirty, fifty, and one hundred per cent, profit. 

The winter months are reckoned litre from the middle of May till the middle of 
Auguft, during which times ftiips muft not enter Table-Bay, on account of the ftorray 
north-wefterly winds that prevail then, and might drive them on fhore j but they are 
obliged to anchor in Falfc-Bay. • , 

Ratans, fplit vtS*y thin and faftened together with firings, fo as to roll up eafily, are 
much ufed here for window-blinds. They are alfo employed for making bafkets, bot- 
toms or beds, and feats of chairs. 

The thick bamboo canes, though hollow, are very ftrong. 'I’hey are ufed for 
making the fides of ladders, and as perches to carry burdens on ; oft the more young 
and flender ftems are made fences, to fet up on the tops of walls and of wooden pales. 

I'he feed-vell'els of the filver-tree (^protea argented) ferve as fuel ; the rejtio dicJjotomns 
(Bcfem riet) for brooms. , 

Kukumakranka {gethyUis') is the name given to the legumen or pod of a plant, that 
grew at this time among the fand-hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers. 
’This pod was of the length of one's finger, fomewhat wider at top ’than at bottom, had 
a pleafant fmell, and was held in great efteem by the ladies. The fmell of it refembled 
in fome ineafure that <af ftrawberries, and filled the whole room. • 

On^the clay-hills near the fhore before the citadel, 1 obferved people digging up the 
earth, which was mixed wiih a great many fea-lhclls, and putting it into bafkets. This 
they wafhed till nothing but rfie fhells remained. In like manner I faw them carefully 
gather the largejr fhell§ throwm up by the fea on the beach, and lay them up in large 
heaps to dry. Thefe fhells they burn to lime for budding. For this purpofe they 
make a pile of billet and bufh-wood, within which the fhells are laid and burned. 

In Robben Ifland a great quantity of fliells are colleded, and made into lime for the * 
C'ornpany’s fervice, % the criminals exiled there. * In the’ whole country there is no 
other lime to be found, nor any mountains containing either chalk or lime-ftone. 

Poets are faid to be born fo ; but the Dutch Iiere, and indeed all over the Eaft- 
Indies, may be faid to be born merchants ; for in cafe the father does not trade, but 
carries on fome hilndicraft bufinefs, hi»wife, daughter, or fon muft ; and tfiis is always 
done in, a particul^ way of their own, and often without any regular fyfteni. There ’ 
is fcarce one regular merchant to be found ; but every body carries on trade, and 
keeps a certain fpecias of goods only, at a certain time of the year, ]?y which he endea- 
vours to gain the moft he can. 

Two 
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Two winds in particular prevail here throughout the year, and are frequently very 
violent, viz. the fouth-eaft wind in the fummer, and the north-well in winter. When 
the call or fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, it drives the clouds againft the mountains, 
and away over them, which occafions a, kind of drizzling rain up in thofe regions ; 
the clouds are afterwards difperfed bebow the fummit of the mountain ; and when the 
clouds are carried off, the wind may continue indeed, but then it is always accompanied 
with fine dry weather. 

The town has but one Calviniftical church, which is tolerably large and handfome. 
The Lutherans have not hitherto been able to obtain permiflion to ercft one, though 
their number here is very large : the Calviniftical church is ferved by two clergymen, 
who live in the town, and are well paid. • 

' The hofpital is ill fituated, and much out of repair, infomuch that a new one will 
Ihortly be ere£led on a more extenfive and convenient plan. The patients here are not 
remarkably well taken care of, on account of the fmall portion of medical (kill poflefled 
by the perfon who fuperintcnds the hofpital ; though the company fpares for no ex- 
penfe with regard to them. I was informed, that the company pays two hundred du- 
catoons per annum, or fomething more than fix hundred guilders, for the article of 
almonds only, for the patients, of which, perhaps, they do not get one. Every half 
year the moiety of this fum is paid down, an exadl calculation having been previoufly 
made, how many tl^oufands of almonds may be had for that money, according to the 
then current price. So that the fum is always the fame, though the quantity of almonds 
varies with the price ; and the patients always receive the fame quantity, that is, little 
or nothing. For every one in the hofpital, that goes through a courfe of mercurial 
friQ-ion for the venereal difeafe, the furgeon receives eight dollars ; and the patient muft 
pay two dollars for his medicines, as it is not thought proper that he ftiould be cured 
of this difeafe gratis. 

Several ftreets in the town are adorned with canals filled with the water that comes 
from the fuperiinpending mountains ; but the bringing of the water, by means of 
wooden pipes, from the fame mountains down to the great bridge in the harbour, at 
the fide of the citadel, where the fhips unload, is of greater importance ; as the fhips’ 
boats may conveniently lay along-fide of it, and fill their cafks with the pureft water. 

The fmall-pox and meafles are the moft fatal diftempers here ; for the prevention of 
which they make the fame provifions, as is done in other places againft the plague. 
Confequently, as foon as a fhip has anchored in the road, a furgeon is fent on board 
of it, to examine whether any body in the fliip is at that fime infeded, or during the 
voyage has been infefted with either of thefe difeafes. In the latter cafe, no one from 
the fhip is fuffered to come on fhore ; but the commander is advifed to ‘go to fome other 
place with the veflel ; which, in the mean-time, is furnifhed with whatever it may ftand 
in need of. When at any time the fmall-pox is carried thither, every one flies in hafte 
to the interior parts of the country. This infedious diforder, 1 obferved, and fome 
French fhips, which they fbok for ‘enemies, were the only things that at this jundure 
could infpire thefe rich farmers and burghers with fear, and make them fhift their 
quarterc. They were not yet become rational enough to adopt inoculation. In 1 7 1 3, the 
fmall-pox was brought here by a Danifh fhip, when it made a dreadful havoc among the 
Europeans as well as Hottentots, only three houfes having efcaped. 'Hie Hottentots died 
in fuch multitudes, that their bodies lay in the fields and highways uhburied. 

In 1755, this diforder appeared for the fecond time; and in 1767, in April, for 
the third and laft ^ime, being in like manner brought by a Danifh fhip. I he lafl time 
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the meafles prevailed in thefe parts, they were the more deftruftivc, as the furgeons 
fent out by* the governor, from ignorance of the difeafe, treated it |)erverfely. It is 
much to be lamented, that the account given of the medical praftitioners of the Cape 
for fome time paft, Ihould fo exaftly tally with that tranfmitted to us by Kaempfer, in 
hisAmcenit. E^ot. Fafcic. 3. p. 534 & 535, of the furgeons in the Eaft kidies. 

The town is adorned with three large fquares ; in one of thefe Hands the Proteftant 
church } it likewife has a fountain in it* which fumilhes the inhabitants of the town with 
water ; in the other is the town-hall j and the third is lately laid out for the convenience 
of the country people who bring their goods to market, and in this is to be built the 
watch-houfe for the fire-meir. 

On the fliore itfelf feveral batteries of different fizes are erefted for the defence of 
the city. The citadel is intended to proteft them as well againlt internal as foreign 
enemies, but the batteries more particularly againft the Ihips of a foreign power ; and 
in faft, thefe can do no more execution in the road than the citadel poflibly can do. 
There were now, though in rather an indift’erent ftate of repair, the Great Battery, 
the Little Battery, the New Battery, the Bones, and the Line-Guard. 

In the beginning of July, 1 made a day’s excurlion to Mount Paarl, in company 
with Dr. Le Sueur, who was fent for to fee a patient that had been ill of a fever, and 
had now fuch a weaknefs in his joints and ligaments, that he could not lift his hands 
to his mouthy and his knee-pans were fo loofe, that 'he had loft the ufe of his legs 
likewife. Dr. Le Sheur was a native of the Cape, but had ftudied in Holland, and 
taken his degrees at Groningen. 

In many places the roads were interfered by large rivers, which were now fo fwelled 
by the heavy rains, that the water almoft came into the carriage, the current being at 
the fame time very ftrong. 

The land in thefe parts was very poor, being merely loofe fand, under which lay 
the folid rock, confifting of brown ferrugihous clumps, compofed of clay, vitriolic 
acid, and flate. In thefe meagre pltins, neverthelefs, Phylicas, Ericas, and Proteas 
grew in abundance. 

At PaT"! the cold is felt more fenfibly in the mornings and eyenings than at the 
Oape, and the hoar-froft frequently damages the vegetables in the gardens. The 
eafterly winds are faid to be very powerful here, and in fummer-time to blow the 
grains of wheat out of ♦he ear. • 

Buttt;f is churned every day in the fummer, and every other day, or every third 
day, in the winter. They dfually pour luke-warm water into the churn, in order that 
the milk may coagulate the better. 

The houfes are generally fituated at the foot of the mountains, from whence water 
runs down to them. The want of water in other places, and the confequent, poverty 
of the foil, muft be confidered as the reafon why this country, fo excellent in other 
refpe£l:s, cannot be very clofely inhabited. The African fqil is intrinfically meagre j 
but its fertility, which is fo much cried up by many, muft be aferibed to the excellence 
of the climate ; for thofe fpots where water and a little mould are to be found, and 
which confequently are capable of cultivation, produce a rich harveft of corn, ddlicious 
fruits, and excellent wines. The chief* obje6l of the farmer, when chuting,a fpot for 
his abode, is to fin^ an earthy foil in the vicinity of water. 

Every peafant builds his own houfe, fometimes of bricks, fometimes only of clay, 
lime, and fand. Every one of them polTeffes a great number of horfes, oxen, cows, 
fheep, goats, ducks, tmd geeft, which in the day-time are' driven out on the .hills, 
and tended by a Have, and driven home again at fun-fet. At night all thefe animals 
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fleep in the open air, each fpecies feparately, in a place fenced in by a mud ■waH. 
This is faid to be very detrimental to the wool of the Iheep (the ovis laiicauda). It 
was pleafant in the higheft degree to fee the lambkins, which are kept while they afe 
young in the houfe, go in the evenings' to meet their mothers on their return home. 
As foon as they heard the voice of their dams at a great diftance, the little hungry 
creatures began to cry out and run towards them ; but if they could not fee their 
mothers diftinftly, they would immediately run back again. When their dams approach 
ftill nearer, their cries increafed, and the lambs run full fpced to meet them, and fol- 
lowed them home again. I’he wool of thefe African fhecp, which have large tails, is 
none of the belt, and is not empl lyed cither in the manufatfturing of cloth or for any 
jother important purpofe, much lels is it exported. M, Hemming, however, had, a 
few years before, a piece of cloth woven from it large enough to make a complete 
fuit of ch’thes. 

I frequently obferved the fhin-bones of fliccp ufcd, both* in town and country, cither 
for fetting round the trees in the .Ireets, or for dividing the parterres in the flower- 
gardens, where they had a very pretty efleCl, the end of the ginglyinus articulation 
being placed uppermoft. 

Wolves were caught by an eafy and ingenious method : a fquare or oblong houfe was 
erefted, either of brick or only of clay, of the height of fix feet or more, without 
any other covering than a few wooden bars. In the front a low opening is left with 
a trap-door before it. In the houfe is laid a bait, tied to a rope that is faflened to a 
peg. This peg is brought through the lower part of the back wall, and ftiick into a 
piece of wood which hangs dow'n the wall on the outfide ; to the upper part of this 
piece of wood is fixed another rope that pafles over the top of the houle, and is faltened 
to the trap-door, w'hich it thus keeps fufpended over the aperture. 'I’he wolf having 
entered the houfe, pulls the bait, and at the fame time pulls out the peg from the 
piece of wood, when the trap-door falls down, and makes the wolf prifoner. 

The flyle of building in the country, among people in good circumftances, is 
nearly fimilar to that in town, viz. firft, there is a hall at the entrance of the houfe, 
and before this is j long gallery ; on each fide of the hall is a room ; and «n one fule 
of the gallery is the kitchen, and on the other a bed-chamber. People of inferior 
circumftances had a gallery, with a chamber on each fide of it, and the kitchen be- 
hind. ’ The poorer fort had huts of clay, with doors and windows almoft pervious to 
the weather. 

'I'he water that runs down the mountains to the farms that lie below them is fre- 
quently conduced by art to different places, fuch as to artificial fountains, or to gar- 
dens, for the purpofe of watering them in time of drought, cr to fdh-ponds to fupply 
them with water. 

Such waters as accumulated in the plains below the mountains, and formed rivulets, 
which at times were fo deep in certain places, as to make ferries or boats ncceffary 
for palling them, the farmers rendered ufeful to themfelves, by damming them up, in 
order to make them overflow their vineyards planted on their banks ; when the water, 
gently running off from them, manured the foil and rendered it fertile. 

The vineyards near Paarl flourifhed amazingly, and vines were fecn here fifty years 
old. A vine was faid to bear fo early as the fecond year after it, was planted, but to 
yield a full vintage in the third. All the vines here were kept low, in order to make 
them produce large clufters. 

In this place a church was erefted and provided Hrith a Cklvinift minifter and a 
clerk. Divine fervice, however, is not performed every Sunday ; but when the 
1 o minifter 
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minifter is go^e on a journey, lick, or otherwife hindered, the clerk reads to the con< 
gregation fctme portion of the Bible. • 

' The farmers, or colonifts, all through the country are, as well as the inhabitants of 
the city, all burghers, and are confequently obliged to be always in readinefs, in cafe 
of a war, to defend thdr country. For this purpofe they are divided into companies, 
and certain perfons among them appointed their officers. 

• On the fudden approach of danger from any enemy, the whole body of the inha- 
bitants may be fummoned by the firing of guns and hoifting of flags. For this pdir- 
pofe cannons are planted at proper intervals, and at the fide of each flands a flag-ftalF, 
to give fignals in cafe of, the approach of an enemy, or of any great fleet belonging 
to a foreign power. In fuch cafe, feven guns are fired from the Lion*s Head. The, 
cwnon on the banks of Zour Rjvier is next difcharged, which is repeated by another 
placed at a greater diftance, then by a third, and fo on ; the flag being always hoifted 
before the firing of the gun* by which means the alarm is foon given throughout the 
w'hole country. , 

As an antidote againft the bite of ferpcnts, the blood of the turtle was much cried 
up, which, on account of this extraordintiry virtue, the inhabitants dry in the form of 
fmall fcales or membranes, and carry about them when they travel in this country, 
which fwarms with this moft noxious vermin. Whenever any one is wounded by a 
ferpent, he takes a couple of pinches of the dried bldod internally «,nd applies a little 
of it to the wound. * 

Surgeons, apothecaries, and others, when they cannot find in this country the ufual 
and genuine medicinal plants, look for others that fomewhat refemble them, either in 
their flowers, leaves, fmell, or general habit, and then give them the fame names. 
'I’he phyfician, who hears this quid pro quo mentioned, muft not let it ’puzzle or mif- 
lead him. 

The leaves of the calla Mthiopica, a plant which grew even in the ditches about the 
gardens near the Cape, were faid t« ferve for food for the (Yzer-varken or) por- 
cupines. 

'I'he rc. t of the ardopus cchinatus, wuich grew both near the Cape and in other 
places, was of a foft texture, and contained a very whif^e and pure gum, which was 
ufed in the form of a decoftion, as an excellent purifier of the blood, and likewife as 
a remedy in the gonorrhoea. • 

The tpot of the byronia Africana ferved the country-people for an emetic ; infufed 
in wine or brandy it proves j(h excellent purge, efpeciaily if a piece of bread be eaten 
after it. ^ * . 

I’he geranium gurullatuin, a fragrant plant, was ufed as an emollient, inclofed in 
fmall bags. 

Of the leaves of the barbonia cordata the country- people made tea. 

The montinia acris, though it is of a very acrid nature, was faid to be eaten by the 
Iheep. 

The Hottentots eat the fruit of the brabeium Jlellatum, a large fhrub that grows near 
brooks and rivulets, called Wilde Caftanien (wild chefnuts), and foraetimes ufed by the 
country-people inftead of cofiee : the olitfide rind being taken oflF, the fruit is fteeped 
in water to deprive it of its bitternefs<$ it is then boiled, roafledj and ground like 
coffee. , 

The gout and dropfy were common difeafes in this country, proceeding ‘from tlie 
great quantities of wine that was drank, and the very varying and cold winds. 

’ c 2 The 
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The fields were by no means fo thickly covered with grafs here as they |re in Europe, 
where the grafs-turf, with its great variety of flowers, forms the moft beaudful carpet ; 
but the grafs grew very thin, fliewing the bare fand between the blades, fo that oa|! 
could not with any pleafure lie down onut to reft one’s felfi 

The barley,, after it had attained to a confiderable height, wds mowed* once or 
oftener, and given to the horfes as fodder. It was faid, that it might be cut in the 
month of Auguft, when in the ear. I frequently faw bundles of it brought to town 
in (his ftate to market. The barley in this country is cultivated chiefly for the ufe of 
horfes ; a few bundles of if being cut every evening, after the horfes are come in from 
grafs, and laid in the ftable, or olfe out in the yard, where thefe animals are tied up, 
for their night-provender. 

Beer is never brewed in the country, where the people, when thirfty, drink water, 
tea, coffee, or wine ; but a brewery has been eftablilhed near Cape Town. I'he C.ape 
beer, however, is never remarkably good, but generates wind in the ftomach, ami 
foon turns four. This if the reafon why they are obliged to import their beer from 
Europe ; the Dutch, Danilh, and Englilh beer, which they fometi'mes drink in fmull 
quantities at their meals, being held in particular efteem. 

The vineyards mull be dug every year, and the ground turned, yet without difturb- 
ing the vines. In manuring them, the old earth is dug away from around the vines, 
and fo that a holers left in whicii the manure is laid. If a vine dies, a branch of an 
adjoining vine is bent down into the hole, where it foon ftrikes root, and is afterwards 
cut oft’ at the top. 

A widow at the Paarl had three Hottentots in her fervice ; they (poke with much 
delicacy and foftnefs, clacking lightly and rapidly with their tongues both belore and 
while they pronounced their words. I'heir complexion was brown, but by no nteans 
inclining to black, being more like that of a fun-burnt European. The apparent 
brownnefs of tlieir complexions, in fad, proceeded more from the great quaniity ol 
ftinking grealc with which they befmeared themlelves than from nature, 'i’he girls 
were fond of fmoking tobacco, which they did with a pipe fo Ihort, that the bowl of 
it came clofe to their lips. Their hair is of a fingular nature, being quite black, and 
twifted up together like Ihort wool, fo as to refemble the nap upon frieze, the inter- 
ftices betw(;en each lock being quite bare. 

On my return to the Cape, 1 faw, towards the end of June), a body of Hottentots, 
men, women, and children, to the number of nine tmd fifty, brought up about o;u 
hundred and fifty miles from the interior part of the country, where they had com- 
mitted various ads of violence againft the colonifts. 'I’hey had been taken by a 
Hottentot captain, of the name of Kees, in the cleft of a mountain, where they liad 
concealed and fortified theiufclvos againft a party of peafants and foldiers ordered out 
againlt them, and had for a long time defended thcmfelves, by rolling large ftoiii's 
down upon their enemies. In two villages they had carried off’ the cattle, killed liio 
inhabitants, plundered the houfes, and taken poffefiion of feveral fire-arms. 'I'hey 
did not deny their crimes, but aflerted that they afted fo in their own defence, the 
Europeans ntaking every year frefh encroachments upon their lands and pofl’eftions, 
and forcipg them continually farther up into the country, whence they were driven 
back again by the other Hottentots, or ell’e killud. 'I'hefe Hottentots were Boffiiefinen, 
of a dark brown complexion, fome of w hom were naked, wearing only a band round 
their waifts, which covered the pudenda before. Others wore, hanging looJe over 
their Ihoulders, a fheep’s fkin, the ends of which fcarcely met before, the upper part 
going, like a calalh, over the head, 'i’he women had their little ones hanging behind 
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on their fhqulders ; and girls eleven or twelve years of age had already children. 
'I’he womMi were adorned with ear-rings, and broad rings of metal found their wrifts. 
is'l’heir mouths and cheekbones were very prominent, fo that they bore the ftrongeft 
rci'emblance imaginable to apes. After thef® Hottentots had been confined for foine 
time at the Cape, they loll their colour, and became almoft white. 

On the 28th of June, the Javanefe here celebrated their new-year. For this pur- 
pole they hud decorated an apartment in a houfe with carpets, that covered the ceil- 
ing, walls, and floor. At I’ome diftance from the fartheft wall an altar was r^fed, 
from the middle' of which a pillar rofe up to the ceiling, covered with narrow flips of 
giit paper and filk alternattily : from above, downw'ards, ran a kind of lace between 
the projefling edges. At the bafe of this pillar were placed bottles with nofegays 
Kliick in them. Before the liltar lay a cufliion, and on this a large book. The 
women, who w ere all Handing or fitting near the door were neatly drefled, and the 
men wore night-gowns of* filk or cotton. Frankincenfe was burned. The men flit 
erols-logged on the floor, difperfed all over the room. Several yellow wax-candles 
were lighted up. Many of the afl'embly had fans, which they found very ufeful for 
cooling ihomfelves in the great heat neccllarily produced by the alTemblage of a great 
auiuber ol people in a fmall fpace. Two priefls were diftinguiflied by a fmall conical 
cap from the relt, who wore handkerchiefs tied round their heads in the form of a 
turban. About eight iti the evening the fervice lommenced, when they began to 
fing, loud and Iblf alternately, fometimes the priefts alone, at other times the whole 
congregation. Attc r this a priclt: read out of the great book that lay on the cufliion 
before the altar, the congregation at times reading aloud after him. I obferved them 
reading after the Oriental manner, from right to left, and imagined it to be the Alco- 
ran that they were reading, the Javanefe being moftly Mahometans Between the 
finging and reading, cofiee was ferved up in cups, and the prirk:ipal man of the con- 
gregation at intervals accompanietl their finging on the violin. 1 undcrllood after- 
wards, that this was a prince from Java, who had oppofed the interefts of the Dutch 
F.afl; India Company, and for that reafon had been brought from his native country to 
me Cap'", where he lives at the Company’s expence. 

On the 30th of June 1 vifited Paradife, and other farms belonging to the Company, 
and fituated below Table Mountain. Rondebofeh is a villa belonging to the governor. 
'On this eallefn fide, along I'able Mountain, the fouth-eafl: wind does not blow fo hard 
as at r^ie Cape, for which reafon alfo both trees and Ihrubs grow here. Among other 
trees, the pine (pinus fylv^ris) ivas conipicuous by its elegant crown. Wild vines 
(Wilde Druyven, viiis vitiyijfcfi) made a diflinguifhcd figure at this time with their red 
berries, which riefembled cherries, and w'cre eattiblc. 

In the beginning of July, 1 let out on an excurfujii on foot, for a few days, to 
Conllantia and the neighbouring fai'nis. In foine places rivulets ran aerofs the road 
between the valleys down from the mountains, agd at this time they were difficult 
to pafs. 

Ferruginous ftones (Eifer liiijipen), or Hones containing iron, w'ere found here, as 
well as nearer to the (’ape. • 

I obferved the clouds to be diiven*in contrary diretfions, the lower cloyds coming 
from the fouth-ea^, and the upper bekig carried towards the fame 'quarter. 

The ilnriicHic animals, which otherwife arc kept in the open air throughout the 
whole country, w'ere here flieltcred under a flicd, that was open in the front. 

On my return to town, 1 had the opportunity of feeing a Chinefe burial. Ip their 
tiurying-ground, at a fliort diHance from the city, fmall ratans are Huck up, faHened 
together with cotton-thread, fo as to form an arch or a vaulted roof over the tomb. 


In 
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In a large hog that was killed, were found feveral round worms (lutnbpct)y which 
was faid to be a common cafe here with thefe animals. 

July the 2tft, I took a walk to Paarl and Stellenbofch. ! 

From the Cape the horizon, on the land fide, appears bounded by high mountains, 
that ftretch acrofs the whole country. The plain between the Cape and thefe moun- 
tains, which is one day’s journey long, is for the raoft part an uncultivated traft of 
fand, and delUtute of water, which for the moft part is no where to be met with but 
near 'the finaller fcattered hills, which lie about as it were infulated, and without any 
very evident connexion with each other. A traveller who has not been provident 
enough to bring water with him, has no other refource for'affuaging his thirft in this 
byrning heat, than ftriftly to examine, whether any black fliepherds are to be found 
attending their mafter’s flocks in the neighbourhood,., who may either have water' 
themfelves, or may be able to inform him where to find it. In the winter feafon, 
however, on account of the frequent rains, large tratJs of this plain lie under water. 

The name of Kapock-bjrd was given to a very fmall bird, that forms its n^fl (which 
is as curious as it is beautiful, and is of the thicknefs of a coarfe worfted hocking) 
from the down {pappus eriocephali) of the wild Pofemary-tree (Wilde Rofmaryn). 

In the months of April and May the feed is put into the ground ; but in June and 
July the earth, which often has lain fallow for feveral, fometimes ten, twelve, and fif- 
teen years, is ploughed up. Theflarger bulhes are previoufly pulled up by the roots, 
and the finaller ones left for the plough ; all the bufhes are then cdlleded, and burnt 
on the field, which are richly manured by the afhes. The fpots on which the com- 
buftion has been performed, always produces a thicker and more luxuriant grafs than 
ufual ; fo that fuch places are cafily diflinguifliable in a meadow by the high tufts of 
grafs. The wheat here was faid to yield, in general, at the rate of eight and ten, but 
frequently fifteen, twenty, and twenty- five to one; whereas in many other places again, 
the produce is ftill more abundant. I was even told, that at one farm Idurteen 
bufhcls of feed had produced about fifty-five quanta' s of grain. 

The ant-eater, or Aardvarken {myrmccophaga')^ digs large holes in the earth, in 
which in the day-time he lies fecure from his enemies. The country was full of fuch 
holes. This animal was faid to be fo ftrong, that feveral oxen together would not be 
able to drag it out of its retreat. It digs very expedition fly. I’he flefh of it is eaten, 
and efpecially the hams, when hung up and dried. It lives on Icveral Ibrts of ants, 
efpecially the large red ones, which build their hillocks of clay, and are very common, 
increafing every year. 

The daughters of the colonifts are fometimes with child by their fathers’ black 
flaves. In this cafe, in confideration of a round fum of money,. a huffeand is generally 
provided ^or the girl, but the flave is fent away from that part of the country. 

Hofpitality is carried to a great length among the farmers throughout all this country, 
infomuch that a traveller may, without being at any expence either for board or lodg- 
ing, pafs a longer or (hotter time with thefe people, who with the greateft cordiality 
receive and entertain ftrangers. On the contrary, a flranger finds it very dear living 
in town*; where he is obliged to pay at leall a dollar, if not a dollar and a half, per day 
for his boafd and lodging. 

J'he farmers in geheral make four regular meak a day, viz. breakf^ll at feven, dinner 
at eleven, their afternoon’s luncheon at four, and fupper at eight. 

A foldier here is not at liberty to marry, left, as in this cafe hemuft live' with his wife 
out of the citadel, he fhould run in debt in the town, and, in confequence of this, incur 
the ufual punifhment, which is tranfportation to Batavia. Neverthelefs, it would be 
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much better .that a foldier or corporal fliould be at liberty to marry, and, receivinjr his 
pay, do hi« duty ; and on thofe days, when he is exempted from dirty, earn his iiveli- 
’Jiood by teaching, or by fome trade : and although many, as daily experience evinces, 
for want of this regulation, fall into bad courfes,_ and ruin themfelves by connexions 
with black vomen ; riot to mention, that a married foldier, in cafe .of a war fuper- 
vening, always fights for his country, his wife and children, with greater courage and 
• fpirit than another ; yet, in defiance of rcafon and common feiife, all I'uch men are 
obliged to quit the fervice and become free citizens. This freedom, however, th^' do 
not obtaiti but on condition of entering again into the Company’s I'ervice, if neceffity 
fhould require, and this in ‘the fame capacity as that in which they left it. 

Though the town is entirely under the Company’s jurildittion, and confequently is 
I'ubjeft to the governor and filcal ; yet, in what concerns the management of its parti- 
cular affairs, it has its own mayor and aldermen, with other ncccllary officers. 

The burghers, both innhe town and throughout the whole country, are enrolled as 
militia-mei> for the defence of the colony, being divided into^ feveral companies of foot 
and horfe, and commanded by officers from among their own body. They meet every 
year to do their exercile, and in the towft they go upon the municipal guard, &c. 

The dead aie buried without cither clergyman, prayers, or the ceretnony of throw- 
ing earth on the body. 

The ceremonies of marriage and baptifm muft always be perfofmed in the church ; 
private bapiilin, in* cafe of neceffity, not being I'ufi'ered. 

Slaves are very feldom enfrani hifed ; the free blacks are not permitted to go upon 
the municipal guard ; but in time of war they arc obliged to throw up batteries with 
their fpades, which are their weapons. They are commanded, however, by one of 
their own body. The Haves, whom each mailer of a family muft drivb before him out 
of his houfe himfelf when required, againfl the enemy, are alio formed into companies. 
The burghers, as well as the fervants of the Company, are then flationed each at his 
pofl. All the civil officers are llaticBied within the caltle, and others at the batteries in 
different places. 

In thv month of vVugufl the winter drew near to its end, and the fieldg began to be 
’decorated with flowers ; it therefore now became necelfary for me to think of fuch pre- 
parations as would be ufeful and requifite for me in my approaching long journey into 
the interior part of th» country ; a journey, relative to which a promife had been given 
me, tljgt 1 fhould make it in a great meafure at the Company’s expence. 

■ I therefore provided myfeff with necellarv cloaths, at, well as with boxes and bags, for 
collecfing roots and feeds, whh boxes and pins for infedfs, a keg of arrack for preferv- 
ing ferpents and amphibious animals, cotton and boxes for fluffing and keeping birds in, 
cartridge-paper for the drying of plants, tea and bifeuits for my ow'ii ule, and tobacco to 
diflribute among the Hottentots, together with lire-arms, and a large quantify of pow- 
der, ball, and fhot of various kinds. Shoes for the fpace of four months were no in- 
confiderablfe article in this account, as the leather prepared in the Indies is by no 
means flrong ; btfides, that it is quite cut to pieces, or loon worn out, by the fharp 
ftones that occur every where in the mountains. • 

My equip.tge confifted of a faddle-Irorfc, a cart covered with a fail-cloth, like an am- 
munition-waggon^ and three yoke of.oxcn, by which it was to bh drawn through the 
whole id the journey. My travelling companions were Auge, the gardener, who had 
before made eighteen journeys of dillerent lengths into the country, and was now to be 
my fure-and faithfirl guide; M. Immelinan, a youth, the fon of , a lieutenant, in the 
army, together with Leonhardi, a ferjeant, who undertook this tedious journey for the 
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fake of fhooting the larger animals and birds ; and laftly, two domefticated Hottentots, 
one of whom was* to drive, and the other to lead our oxen. r 

Every one that travels in this country performs his journey pretty nearly in the follow.i!r 
ing way : A large waggon, worth from one hundred and twenty to two hundred dol- 
lars, and covered with a large tilt of lack-cloth, is commonly drawn by fivf; or fix yoke 
of oxen, which are driven by a man yith a long whip, but led through the rivulets and 
by the farms. The horfes arc but weak in this part of the world, and find no where 
in Africa either pafturc or water ; confequently they cannot be ufed for long journeys. 
Nor are horfes employed for carrying any wares on their backs up to town from the farms 
that lie near it, but there are fomc few wealthy perfons that now and then put two or 
three pair of them into a waggon for Ihort journeys. Still, however, they are made ufe 
of all over the country for riding on. When farmers, that live ftir down in the country, 
go up to the Cape, they generally take five or fix fparc oxen with them, for the purpole 
of changing cattle in a journey which lalls feveral weeks, "'rhe whip is an inllrumcnt 
which might feem to command refpeft, not only from the oxen, for whofe fervice it is 
principally deftined, but from every one elfe. 

Thus equipped, I fet out with my companyfrom the Cape on the 7th of September 
for Jan Befis Kraal, a fmall grazing farm belonging to the Company, and fituated by 
the fea-fide, where we arrived at eleven o’clock. 

All over the fandy fields the frotea hypopbylla was feen creeping and procumbent, 
w'ith its leaves Handing up ered on each fide of it. Near Eland’s Fontain (or Elk’s 
Fountain), a plant of this fpecies was feen Handing upright like a bulh, much refem- 
bling the former, but with broader leaves. 

We proceeded on our journey till twelve o’clock, when we came to another farm 
belonging to thd Company, called Riet Valley ; afterwards to MoHert’s Farm ; and 
laHly, palTmg by Brack Fontain, we came to Grocne Kloof (the Green Valley), a con- 
fiderable grazing farm belonging to the Company, at the diHance of eight hours’ jour- 
ney from the Cape. In this pleafant place we renwined a whole week, as well becaufe 
we found a great deal to colled here, as becaufe that, in confequence of the refradiou 
of the fun-b^ms from the burning fand, I was unfortunately attacked with a very 
violent inflammation in my eyes, which I did not eafily get rid of. 

The country has indeed been much inhabited and cultivated by the European coloniHs, 
but as yet no mile-Hones have been fet up, nor have the farms and rivers every where re- 
ceived I'uitable names. I’he farms are frequently called after their owners, and the 
dillances between places are meafured by the time required to travel over them m a 
waggon drawn by oxen, which anfwers pretty exactly to a fea-league per hour. All 
this occafions travellers a great deal of trouble, and is the caufe that I am obliged to call 
the places, whicn I paffed in my travels, by the Dutch names, by which they are known 
on the fpbt. 

The fandy and low plains, which we traverfed, abounded at this time in bulbous 
plants, befides others which were now fprung up in confequence of the heavy rains 
that had fallen during the winter, and which, with their infinitely varied flowers, deco- 
rated thefe otherwife naked heaths. 

The roots {btdbi) of the iris cdulis, when boiled and ferved up at table, taHed much 
like potatoes. 

The African flowers vary greatly as to colour, efpecially on the upper part, and are 
more conHant on the under part. 

Flamingoes {pbtp.nicopterm ruber) were feen in abundance, wading every where in the 
ponds and puddles, in which were found alfo ducks and fnipes {fcolopax Capenfts). In 
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the plains were.heard among the hufttes the Korrhaan (Otis). The I^aantje (a fmall 
bird), and dA.T of various kinds were ieen running about, fuch as liartc-beefts {rapra 

dotcas'), Steen-boks {capra grimmia\ divers (^capra ), as well as the llately 

oftrich, diltinguiflied by its black fealh(.’rs lroni*ils grey females. 

A clay, impfegnated with fuljdnir, was fliown me, which is to be found near a foun- 
tain hard-by Paard Mountain. 

'The fecd-vcffcls of a fpccies of Euphorbia, pulverized, were ufed for poifonitjg 
wolves. 

Here I faw, for the firft time, the oleum riant, or caftor oil. The feeds were faid 
to be boiled in water, and* the oil is Ikimnied off as it rifes, which is taken, in as large 
a dpfe as ihat of a tea cup full, for a gentle purge. The leaves of the fhrub dried, and ' 
applied round the head, were affirmed to be ferviccablc in the head-ache. 

(^n the 14th, we pafled Oranie Fontein, or Orange Fountain, and Uyle Kraal, or 
the Owl’s Kraal, in our way to I’hc Fontein, or 'J’ca Fountain, a journey of fix hours ; 
and afterwards palling by Elk’s Fountain (Eland’s Fontein), geft to Saldahna Bay the 
next day'. , 

The farmers on this fide of the Cape have neither vineyards nor much arable land, 
but, inflead of thefe, plenty of cattle. Butter is made here every day, in a chum like 
a pump ; and the butter-rnilk, excellent as it is, is thro^'n out to the calves and dogs. 
Indeed, they fcarcely pillow their milk to cream beforehand. As to houfehold furni- 
ture, they were in great want of it. 

Wc left our faddle-horfes at a farmer’s houfe ; after which, we crofled the harbour 
in a veffel to the Company’s poft, where we ftaid feveral days. 

Here was plenty of game, confi fling of antelopes, ducks, and other animals. 

The expreffed juice of the fow-thiftle (^fonchus okraccus), was ufed for cleanfing 
and healing ulcers. 

The black juice of the cuttle-fifli ^fepid), mixed up with vinegar, was ufed for 
making ink. This animal has real eyes, confifting of a cornea, choroidea, and a cryf- 
tallin? lens, with all the humours ufually found in the eye. 

Among the fervants I found I'.lifacus Hyphofl', who was in the capacity of a cook 
here, and w as the of M, Hyphoif, direftor of the bank in Stockholm. 

d.'he albuca major grew' in this neighbourhood tall, flraight, and elegant. Its fuc- 
ciilcnt (talk, which is ratfier mucilaginous, is chewed by the Hottentots and other tra- 
vellers, b)» way of quenching tl^cir thirfl. 

There were a great many iand;banks in the harbour, which were feen at low-water. 

Grafs grew on the iflands in abundance ; but there were neither flieep nor oxen in 

them. ■ * * 

While I was botanizing, J found a dead tiger near the fhore. He had probably 
been eating fomc poifonous plants, and afterwards went in queft of water, before he 
fell down. • • 

, On the iflands w'ifhout and round Saldahna Bay, feals {jphoed) were caught in abund- 
ance, from the blubber of which a goo't and ufeful oil was prepared. The Ikins of 
the hnaller fort of thefe animals are ufed pnly for ihooting-bags and tobacco-pouches. 
I'he large feals, I was told, would weigh fourteen or fifteen hundred weight.* With 
ref{)e 61 : to thefe creatUi-es, a difagreeable accident had happened here lately : a foldier 
was fent out* to fhoot them, and having w'oundcd one of them, which lay as though it 
were dead, he went to ojjen a vein in order to draw ofl’ its blood, as the oil is fuppofed 
to be the better for this operation, when on a hidden the feal caught hold of his hand, 
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which th.e foldier pulling back in hafte, his thumb was bitten off, and thp tendon drawn 
out to a great length. > ■ 

From Saldahna Bay we returned to The Fontein, and, at a farm there, had an op- 
portunity of feeing with what dexterity the peafants perform the caftration of their 
oxen, fifty of which, two years old, and one at three years, went throwgh this opera- 
tion in one evening. The cord of a whip was I'aftened round the horns, and a rope 
round one of the hind-legs, d'he animal being by this means thrown down t)n one 
fide, its four legs were tied together. They then cut with a knife on the exterior fide 
through all the integuments quite to the tellicle ; after this, they laid hold of the telli- 
cle and feraped the funiculus, continually twilling it at the f^me time, till the tefticle 
t came away. 

Great complaints were made of the fecd-vcll'els (jf the Awiex f pi no fits (Dubelties), 
which grew very common here, as the lharp prickles of them cut the feet of the flaves 
and others, who walked bare-footed. * 

In wet years, the pJxtrnaceuni nwllir^o (Muggekruyd) grows copioully hei'c, and is 
faid to make the cattle, that feed on it, very lat. 

Difficult as it is to come within reach of if, we at lall lliol a Korhaan, a bird which 
in its flight cries, kok-kan-i, kok-carri. 

The Secretary Bird (filro Jlcretnrius), made its appearance frequently, wfith its 
beautif ul head and long legs ; if runs very fall, and lives on the ferpeuts it catches. 1 
w'as told, tliat its young arc not reared without difficulty, as they’are very apt to break 
their legs. Yet 1 faw at (’onflantia an old bird that was tame. 'I’hoy lay two or three 
eggs, and arc faid to build their noils with twigs upon bullies. They are almolt alway.s 
found folitary, and in no great abundance. 

The biack-berrles of a bulli called Kraijebofch, or Crow-bulli, were greedily de- 
voured by tlic crow^s at the Cape. 

On the 25th, we left The lumti'in, and ferried over Berg-Rivicr (Mountain River). 

The root of .Anife (Anys Wortel) was eaten here roalied, and tailed well 5 it is 
either roalied in the embers, or boiled in milk, or elfo flowed with meat. 'I’hc lanncr.s 
foinctiines make their Haves dig up a large quantity ol them, w'hich they fell in town. 

The root of the Gatagay is likewile mailed in the embers and eaten, but has a bad 
and dlfagreeablc tafte. 

Wherever we went, we obfervod a black beetle (tric/}ii,\; latifol/is) occupied t!u‘ 
whole day lliroughout in rolling large balls of dung with its hind-feet, and conllantly 
going backw ards. With its fore-feet it digs large holc.s'' in the fand, and alfo throws 
the land ou one fide with its fcutcllum. It probably ktys its eggs in thefe balls, which 
it afterwards buries in the fand. More than once wc obferved two -of the infects here 
fpoken of alfdling each other in rolling away one of thefe balls. 

The oats bn.ught hither from Europe are now looked upon as the worfl of w'eeds in 
this country, as the gr?ins are, eafily fhaken out of the ears by tlie violence of tin- 
winds that prevail here, and fowing themfclves, choak up all the other corn. It is to 
no purpofe to lay a piece of land fo fpoiled fallow for feveral years, for when the field 
comes to be ploughed up, tlie oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, llioot up afrclh. 

They gave the name of nightingale (Nachfigall) to a bird, w'hicli in its notes anil 
gellures imitated feveral other birds. » , 

'Ehe t'tppblazers (p)ieumora), a kind of grafs-hopper, were caught in the evening. 
After fun-fet they begin to make a lingular noife, by rubbing their barbed legs againll 
their empty and tranfparent flomach. It was fuppol'ed that thii found was heard at a 
great dillancc. As I perceived that thefe, like many other nodumal infecls, were 
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fond of light,* I ordered a large fire to be made in the field, near which they were 
caught, whill; they were marching up to it. Their whole body is, as it*were, a bladder, 
and fo empty, that thefe creatures cannot be carried about lluck through with a pin, 
like other infeds. • 

Nefts of finches (loxit^) made of the flalks of grafs, curioufly interwoven, hung on 
the branches of trees over ponds, with a long and narrow neck, by which the bird ufed 
fo enter. This neck prevented the birds of prey from getting at the young ones, and 
the water, over which the neft hung on low fhrubs and bufhes, kept off foxes and other 
hearts of prey. 

The cattle were liable, to tarious grievous dittempers, of which they fometimes alfo 

died. 

The bloody ficknefs (felaar or, Bloodzickte) is a difeafe of the cattle, in which the 
veins all over the body are extremely turgid. Letting of blood and violent exercife 
were faid to be ferviccablc In this difiemper. The flefli of fuch bealts as die of it, is 
not eatable. , 

The fpongy ficknefs (Sponziekte) begins in this manner ; firft a foot fwclls, and then 
by degrees the whole body. This difordt'r Ibmetimes laft three days, but at other times 
proves fatal in as many hours. If the foot is taken oil' immediately, lh“ creature’s life 
may be faved. The flefh of fuch an animal likewife is not eatable : tViis dirtemper, in 
my opinion, can proceed from no other caufe than the bite of fom^* ferpent, a kind of 
reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but too common. 

The lame dirtemper (Laamziekte) is, when the cattle are unable to ftand. It comes 
on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs. After the death of the animal the bones of 
its legs arc found to be quite empty, and without marrow } inrtead of which they are 
filled with w'ater. 

'Fhe horned cattle, as well as horfes, are afflifted with the rtranguary, or a retention 
of their urine, after feeding on the Euphorbia Genirtoides, w hich contains a milk that 
does no injury to the rtomach and bcwrels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpccially ob- 
llru^Is the urinary pafl'ages. If the penis is prelTed, this vifeid matter is fqueezed out. 
The peafdius therefore either prefs it cut, or with a rtraw' pufh it back again. When 
the cattle are fupplied with good and frefli water, this difeafe cannot get the upper hand j 
but in I'ummer, when the water is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. • • 

On the right fide of Groote Berg Rivier (or Great Mountain River) was feen Ribcck- 
cartle, which is a high and l:\rge folitary mountain ; and to the left, Picket-berg. Wc 
paflfed by the Hoping-bergen, *and in the evening arrived at a farm belonging to one 
Griling. 

On the 26th we croffed the river called Four-and-twcuty- River, and came to the farm 
of Arnhem, from thence to little Mountain River, and iariher through Rood Zands- 
kloof (Red-fand Valley) to Waferfland or Roode Z^nd. The cleft, tlirough which we 
parted from the fandy plain, that lies low towards the Cape, but gradually rifes till it 
comes to Roode Zand, is one of the few chafms left by the long ridge of mo untain s, 
through which it is poflible for a waggon to pafs, though, perhaps, not entirely without 
danger. In fome places it was fo narrbw, that two waggons could not pafs each other. 
At fuch narrow partes as this, it is uftial for the drivers to give I’everal terrible loud 
fmacks v»ith their long whips, which are heard at the dirtance of feveral miles, fo that 
the waggon that arrives firll may get through unimpeded, before another enters it. 

, As foon as we had {taffed the mountains as far as to Roode Zand, the country appeared 
much higher than the fide from which we came. At one end this country is bounded 
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by high mountains, called Winter-hoek (or Wiitter-corner), becaule thpir tops, aJmoft 
the whole year throughout, arq. covered with fiiow ; at the other end it i» open, with a 
i.range of mountains projefting into it, and forming an angle, called Moftertflioek, and 
grows wider and wider the nearer it approaches to the fouth. 

We took up our lodging with a man Pf the name of De Vett, a defcepdant of one of 
the French families, which came with the firft colonifts that fettled in this part of Africa, 
to lay out vineyards, and plant fruit-trees. 

,Tintirinties is a name given to a fpecies of ornithogalum, with a white flower, front 
the found it produced, when two ftalks of it were rubbed againft each other. 

In order to give our cattle time to reft a little, and, in»fome meafure, recover their 
loft flelh, we paffed almoft a fortnight at this agreeable place, during which time \vc 
!iad the opportunity of drying the plants and feeds we had already collefted, and of 
vifiting all the hills and mountains in the environs. 

On the 28th, therefore, we fet out on an cxcurlion acrofs the cataradl and the moun- 
tains, to a fadler’s, named Svvieger, and the next day went on to a man of the name of 
Olivier, with whom we left our horfes, and afeended the mountain on foot. 

On the ift of Odober, we made an incurfion over Mount 'Witfen; on the other fide 
of which was a tradt of land, or ratlicr a cleft in the mountain, narrower than Roode 
Zand, but about four times higher. From this emiueiicej rable-mountain, near the 
Cape, was feen : and by reafon of the colJnefs of this place, and the backwardnefs of 
the fummer, the plants flowered here at leaft one month later, than in other parts of 
the country. Snow frequently falls here to the height of three feet, which lies feveral 
days; but higher up on the mountain, a ftill longer time. Behind this valley, moun- 
tains were feen, and behind thefe, ftill higher ridges of other mountains ; on the other 
fide of which, the Bokkevelden or Goat-fields, were faid to be fituated. In this nar- 
row, lofty, and cold tradl of land, there were feveral grazing farms, but no corn was 
cultivated there, as this latter commodity could not be tianfported from thence over the 
rnountaias. It took us up a full hour to pafs the;nountain on horfeback. 

Being returned to Roode Zand, the much celebrated Snake-ftone (Slange-fteen) was 
fhown to me, which few of the farmers here could afford to purchafe, it being fold at a 
high price, and held in great efteem. It is imported fz'om the Indies, efpecially from 
Malabar, and cofts feveral, frequently ten or twelve, rix-dollars. It is round and convex 
on one fide, of a black colour, with a paleafh-grey fpeck in the - middle, and tubulated, 
with very minute pores. When thrown into water, it caufes bubbles to rife, which is a 
proof of its being genuine, as is alfo, that if put into the mouth, it adheres to the palate. 
When it is applied to any part that has been bitten by -a ferpent, it flicks fall to the 
wound, and extracts the poifon ; as foon as it is faturated, it falls ofl 'of iifelf. If it be 
then put into milk, it is fiq)pofed to be purified from the poifon it had abforbed, and the 
milk is faid to be turned blue by it. Frequently, however, the wound is fcarified with 
a razor, previous to the application of the ftone. 

1 was informed that the Hottentots, when bitten by a ferpent, immediately go in 
fearch of a toad, with which they rub the wound, and thus effeft a perfetl cure. They 
have alfo the art of extracting the poifon, by caufing another perfon to apply his mouth 
to the wound, and fuck it, after fcarifying the flelh all round it with a knife. 

A ferpeiit (Coluber feut. adh, k)"] . fquam. caudal. 124) was found here, called the 
Boomllang (or tree-ferpent), on account of its being i'requently found in trees. The 
length ol it was eight feet ; fupru lotus fufeusy frjnnmis linea elevata carinatis ; fubius 
ittus fiavefeens. 
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The Tulbfghia Alliacea (Wilde Knofflook, or wild garlic), the root of which fmells 
very ftrong of garlic, was reported to be a charm fo^ferpents. * ■ ' ^ 

With the poifon of ferpents, and the juice of the Side roxylum Toxiferum (Gift-boom, , 
or poifon-tree), the Hottentots poifem their arrows, which they ufe againlt’ antelopes and * 
wild buffalofs, as alfo againft their enemies. 

■ The ferota of flieep are fometimes ferved up at table, roafled, and tailed very well, 

• but were apt to rife on the Itoniach. 

The Aponogeton Diftachyon (Waater Uynties, or water lilies) grew in many pfaces, 
in lliallow puddles of water, very plentifully, and from its white flowers that floated on 
the water, exhaled a inofl; •fragrant odour. The roots roafted, were reckoned a great 
delicacy. • 

* Cucumbers, which were cultivated in the gardens, were 1‘ervcd up at table, by way 
of defert, being pickled iirll in fait water, and afterwards in vinegar, with Cayenne 
pepper. * 

From a decodion of the folanim nigrum (or deadly night-lhade) and the fonchus 
oleraceus (or low-thillle), which were found grow'ing wild near ahnofl; every farm-hnufe, 
were formed, with wax and lard, fom? excellent falves, for healing of wounds and 
ulcers of all kinds, remedies which were as common as they were approved. 

The fwallows {Jnrundo rvjlicci) were now', in the months of September and Odober, 
extremely buly in the mornings and evenings in building their nplls, and that in the 
very houfes of thelfarmers, the doors ol which are leldom fliut j fometimes, though 
very feldoni, they fix their habitations in the clefts of rocks. 'I'hey build their nefts 
here of clay, which they work up with their bills, and carry in fmall feraps to their 
habitations, which thus become daily more round and complete. The.fwallows, which 
conftantly return hither at this time, mignite every year from hence, as they do in 
Kuropc, without the country-people being able to afeertain whither they retire during 
winter. - 

A report that was very general at*Roode Zand, flruck me with the greateft altonifli- 
ment, and excited my curiofity in the Jiighefl degree. The inhabitants all affured 
me in one voice, that there was a bulh to be found on the mountains, on which grew 
various wonderful produds, fuch as caps, gloves, worhed flockings, he. of a fub- 
flance refembling a fine plufh. I importuned almofl: every body in the neighbourhood 
to procure me, if poflible, fome of thefe marvellous produds, and 1 refolved not to 
leave the place till 1 Ihould have unriddled this myflery. In the courfc of a few days, 

I had feveral of the leaves brbught me down from the mountains, wliicli were covered 
with a very thick lhag or doVn (tomcntiaii), and very nuicit refenibled wliite velvet. 
The girls, who wore ufed to the management of thefe leave;., began immediately, with 
lingular dexterity and nicety, to ftrip off this downy coat, whole and entire as it was, 
without rending it. After it had been taken ofl in this manner, it was turned infide « 
outwards ; when the green veins of the leaf appeased on one fide. Accordingly, as 
the leaf was more or lefs round or oval, divers of the almvemeiuioned articles were 
formed out of it, the fhape being now and then afliltcil a little by the fcilTars. The 
flaiks of the leaves furnillied flockings and ladies’ fingered gloves ; the finaller leaves, 
caps. So that the matter was not quite fo wonderful, as it w-as \yonderfu!4y related. 
Bui in the inean-tyne, it remained fliH for me to find out to what plant thefe leaves • 
belonged, and this forced me to climb up myfelf the highefl fuimnits of the moun- 
tains, where they grow. The plant, indeed, w'as not fcarce in ihofe places, but 
it coll me a great de!il of trouble before 1 could find one in flower,* or in feed, and 
w^ien I did, I was convinced that this plant belongs to the genus of buplcurum 

p^anleum. 
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^igantcum. The downy coat, refcinbling fine wool, being well dried, was alfo ufed 
lor tinder, and anfwered the puip{)fc extremely well. t 

Roode Zand has a fine church, and its own appropriate miniftcr. To this parifli, 
all who live farther down in the courftry mull necefiiirily belong ; though they 
fcarcely come more than once a year up to the church, on which occafioR they gene- 
rally bring their children with them to be baptiticd. 

(),n the 6th, having made here a fine collection of plants, birds, and feeds, and our 
cattle being perfectly refrclhed, w'e left this beautiful fpot, and penetrated into the 
country ov('r feveral rivers, fitch as Harte-bccll’s Rivier (w'herc we took up our lodg- 
ing for the firll night with Michael dc Ploi), Ilex Rivier, Brcede Rivier, and fo on to 
Matties Valley and Brandfteeg, and crofling Mattjes Kloof, arrived at the houfe of 
Peter de Wett, near the hot bath, where we relied a day for the fake ol ufing the bath, 
and of vifiting the neighbouring mountains. 

Before we reached De Ploi’s houfe, near llarte-beefi’s Ri\d( r, w'e pall'ed by a moun- 
tain called Slangenkop (ferpent’s head), which may, perhaps, be confidercd as the 
moll; remarkable in its kind. It Hands feparated from the other ridges of mountains, 
like a large folitary rock, and is not very high. On one lide of it is a large and deep 
crevice, w'hich makes this rock remarkable, as every autumn almoll all the ferpents 
of the neighbourhood creep into^it, and afl'cMiible together, in order to remain there 
fecure and unmolelfed, during their torpid Hate. Towards fummer, when the heat 
begins to fer in, ferpents of many diHereJit kinds, and frequently coiled up together in 
large knots, are feen coining out from this hole, in order to fpread themfelves after- 
wards all over the fields, each to its refpeClive place of abode, and by means of proper 
food, to recover, the flelh which they have loH in this retreat. 

The coluiea vcjicatoria bruifed, was ufed in dil’eafes of the eyes. The pyrus rydonia, 
(or Ouincc-tree), grew here, being planted out for hedges. 

The hff-bath has its fource at the loot of the mountain, on the eaH fide of the ridge, 
in a fandy foil. 'I'he fprings are feven in numbef, one of which is very large, com- 
pared with the others. The fecond or uppermoH, is of a niidling fizc, to the fouth- 
ward of which thcArH is fituated, and the third clofe by it. Below thelc is a fourth, 
and the fifth is fituated a few yards farther off, and between thefe two the fixth, 
which does not fpring up in any one regular place, but bubbles up alternately out of 
feveral places. The lowcrmoff is the largeH, and boils with grfeat force. I’he w'ater 
is quite boiling-hot, fo as even to be fit for Raiding animals in. The fmoke is .feon to 
rife as it were out of a pot boiling over the fire, and continues fo to do in the Hream 
that runs down from it, to the dillance of two mulket-lhots. I'he fides and bottom 
of the channel have no fediment ; but a green Conferva grows in it. ’ The ftones that 
lay in the channel, and at this time were elevated a little above the furface of the water, 
were neverthelefs covered with a grey coat, and in the channel a foft Hone was 
found, which might be feraped with a knife, and was ufed inHead of chalk. A piece 
of blue woollen cloth did not change its colour in the water, neither did blue fugar- 
paper, ,a fign that the water contained no acid. By fugar of lead it was no otherwife 
affedled than that it acquired the colour of milk, and with powder of Peruvian bark 
it became rather brown. I'he vein runs always equally Hrong, without increafing 
or diminifhing j yet the water was faid to be hotter in fummer. Idnen may be waflied 
in it, without being coloured by it, and meat may be boiled in the ufual manner in 
the bath itfelf, without acquiring any difagreeable taHe ; all which proves the purity of 
this water. ‘ ' 

From 
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From the fprings, the water, in Tunning down, gathers together into feveral cavities 
of differei)t*fizes, in which people may fit dQ{wn ta ufe the bath. .Over two of thefe 
pits fmall huts were ereded for the convenience of the Company ; and to thefe cold 
water could be brought at pleafure from a ftream that ran down from the mountains. • 
Indeed, it jvould be too venturefoine to go alone into this bath ; as the lieat of the 
water, which increafes the palpitation of the heart, drives the blood into the ex- 
tremities ; and the veins of the lower parts of the body, which are in the bath, become 
fo expanded, that the blood is derived in too great a quantity from the head, and one 
is in danger of falling into a fwoon in a quarter of an hour. Sometimes both naufea 
and vomiting fupervene. , 

Among the invalids* who were here at this time for the benefit of their health, were • 
• two who had a peculiar claim to our pity. The one was a countryman, who had a 
malignant ulcer in his ftoinacli, in confequcnce of being gored by a mifehievous ox : 
he could not take any thwig into his ftomach except a very fmall quantity of the bath 
water, as he vomited continually. The other w'as a Have, who had a large flefhy ex- 
crefcence on his right flioulder, which had puflied the arm out of joint before ; this 
was occafioned by a fmart blow on tho*lhoukler-bliide, that he had received by a fall. 

I’hc tm'fcmbrynntbcmum cdulc grew here in great abundance, and efpecially in the 
fandv plains, and was called floitentots figs (Hottentots Vygen) the fruit when ripe 
and peeled, tailing tolerably well ; it varies greatly «n the colour ^of its blolToms, which 
are fometimes red; at other times, carnation, yellow, or white. 

On the 9th of Odober we pafl'ed over Maurice’s Heights to Koree. From this hill 
the mountain, in one of its Hoping fidcs, was fecn to confift of flate (^ fihijius feriptur a 
Candida') in laminas, but very brittle and unfit for writing upon. On the other fide of 
this eminence were feen alfo the Carrow Plains, u hich arc very dry; llerile, and bare 
of grafs, being covered with a great number of fiicculent plants only, and bulhes. 

I’he prickly bufii of the arduina hfpinofa now bore ripe berries, which werp faid to 
be eaten by the Hottentots. , 

1 had here an opportunity of feeing the fame operation performed upon a great 
numb'*" of lambs, as I had before fee.i done with refped to oxen : the farmer himfclf 
callrating them with a fmall knife, w ith wliidi he laid open thefeotum. The tclficles 
then were drawn out fucceffively, and very (.iexteroufly feparared. 

In this place, whg'c the farms Hand clofcr together than elfewhere, the flieep were 
marked, and particularly in the cars. When it rained any great length of time, the 
fheep* grew fliff, and fomt>of them died. In confequence of this, they were alfo at- 
tacked with tlic dropfy (^afiites), which the peafants cured by tapping them in the 
belly. : . _ 

The fbeep are fometimes fliorn in this country, though the wool is feldom made ufe 
of; but the Iheep-lkins arc frequently given to the Haves unfhorn. 

'Vhezygophyllum morgfana,'^. haiidlome flirub, now adorned the hills with its bloflbms* 
and appeared to be very proper for aiioours. * 

A place or fold, where Hieep as well as horned cattle were inclofed in the open air, 
was called a Kraal. This place v. as always near the houl’e. It was lurrounded either 
by a mud-wall or by very prickly bulhes. For the purpofe of letting the cattle in or 
out, an opening was left, before which was placed a gate or tloor. In thefe parts, 
where ^thcre was pKnty of woc'd, thefe kraals were inclofed by felled trees, confilling 
of the mitnofa uilotica and arduina hijyinofa^ the moll prickly of any almoll in all 
Africa. 'J’hefc fc'wces keep oH' w'olves, foxes, and other bealts ^of prey, as well in 
’ confequence of their breadth, as by their prickles. 


The 
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The mimofa nilotica^ while it is cutting down, may fometinies happen to fall upon a 
man, and its prickles to enter deep into his body, on which occafion tlit'y may chance 
to break ofF, and ftick fall in it. 

, The antelopes eat the leaves of the miv^ofa niloiica^ and frequently the pricklea of 
it run into their feet without doing them any injury. , 

In the crevices of the mountains a great number of Daffes (cavia cnpcnfis) were 
found, which were generally fuppofed to have the menftrual flux : and riic land-hills 
to th« right harboured near the fummil of their fides a deep white fand, which was 
driven about by the wind. 

In a river, which had a fmall creek, and in this a di-ej) hale, 1 faw in miniature the 
•manner in which Nature forms whirpools, or Maalflroms. Above the hole, the froth 
and other impurities were carried round in a dircdion contrary to that of the current, 
and were drawn down in the centre. 

On account of the flooding of the rivulets we w'orc obliged to remain here a few 
days; and from hence we took our route on the 14th over tl'e river Ivorec, which we 
crofTed twice, and afterwards pafled over Sand River, which is frequently dried up, 
to Riet Fontein (Reed Fountein) and farther over ('.las Vogt’s Rivier, to a farm which 
at this time belonged to one Le Roux. 

The vifeum capenfe^ a parafitic plant, w'as feen difleminated every where on the 
branches of trees (ofgecially of the rims') by means of its berries, which the birds are 
fond of. 

On the 1 5th, pafling by Gert’s houfe, we crofled a very deep river, in our way to 
Philip Bota’s : and went from thence part 1 ) ofki’s houfe to Jacob Beta’s. 

Here they (hewed me a fpecimen of cat-filvcr (^niica argented) four.d in the mountains, 
which was mixed with a tranfparent and inegularly cryflallizecl calcareous fpar ; as alfo 
a kind of bitumen, which the country-people were pleafed to call Dafles-p — ; fuppoling 
it to be the infpiflated urine of the great mountain-rat (ravia capenjis) that is found 
there. I 4 !|s informed that this bitumen w.as to be found in great abundance in the 
cracks and crevices of the mountain, efpecially at one large projecling knmis, or 
fummit. The bitumen was very impure, and known to the country-people on account 
of its great ufe in fradfures. 

The branches of the wnx-lhrub {rnyrica cord folia), the berries of which are covered 
with a fatfubllance refembling bees- wax, were put whole into a joot of boiling-water, 
in order to melt and fkim ofl' the wax. It refcmblcs grey impure w:ix, is harder 
than tallow, and fomewhat fofter than wax. The farmers ufe it for candles, but the 
Hottentots eat it like a piece of bread, either with or without meat. 

On the jyth, pafling by Bruynties Rivier and Leeuwe Rivier (Jidon RVer), we came 
to Keurcboorn’s Rivier, which is fo named from the trees {^fophora capenfts) which grow 
near it in abundance. 

An infufion of the root of afclcpias tindulala was ufed as a remedy for the cholic. 

Cryftals of gypfum, which were laid to be found in the mountains of Africa, were 
ufed for cleanfing ulcers, when pounded and fprinkled upon them. 

On the 1 8th wc paffed Pufpas Valley and Rivier, and arrived at Zwellendam, the 
refidence of one of the ("ompany’s land-drofls, whofc jurifdiftion extends over all the 
interior parr of the country that lies beyond the» fpot, and whofe ciffice is in fome 
refpect, though not ablolutely, limilar to that of the governor of a province. , 

The acrid berries of the fagara capenfts were ufed both here and in other parts of 
the country in the cholic. 

2 After 
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After dining with the land-droft, M. Mentz, by whom we were received with the 
greatefl; hu|i,Mtality, we continued our journey acrofs the broad riv*, known by the 
name of Bufleljagt’s Rivier, to one of the Company’s pofts, called Riet \’all y (Reed 
Valley), where we ftayed feveral days, to arrange the collefbions we had made, and to 
repair our wA,'tched carriage, which had been lhattered to pieces by the llrong and 
mountainous road; a cart fo finall, old, and crazy, that probably nobody, either be- 
fore or after us, can boaft of having made, in fuch a vehicle, fo long and dangeroxrs 
a journey into this mountainous country. * 

The plains now began to alwund more in grafs, and looked I’omething like meadows. 
The mountains which h4d fftllowed us, as it were, all the way from I', nle Zand, now 
terminated gradually in largo declivities like Heps and hills. In the fame proportiort, 
likcwife, the herds of cattle became larger, and occurred more frequently ; while the 
vimeyards and corn-fields which, however, were not wanting .as yet, grew mure and 
more fcarce. 

We were told that infeftious difteinpers frequently prevaitod among the cattle here, 
and that the Boandzickte was not uncommon. It was defenbed as lirll attacking the 
lungs and liver, and then the other parts of the body ; in confequence of which the 
flelh became fo loft and tender, that there was hardly any cohefion left between the 
fibres. 

Not far from this farm of the Company’s, which particularly fupnilhes it with large 
timber, in a cleft iii the mountains, Hood a large wood, called Grootvader’s Bofeh, 
.)r Grandfather’s Wood. To this we made an excurfion, with a view of becoming 
acquainted with the indigenous trees of Africa. After paffing by a farin-honfe called 
Rietkeul, we. arrived at Duyvonhoek’s Rivier, at a fpot which had obpined tJic name 
of Helle (or hell) on account of the mountain at this part forming a very deep valley. 
The forell was very thick and lofty, but unfortunately the trees at this feafon had nei- 
ther bloffnm nor fruit on them, to fatisfy my curiofity. 

Camaflie-houl was a very fine fort^f wood, ufed for tlie borders of chefts or drawers, 
ard of other jfieces of furniture. 

, Stink-iioot (ffink-wood), which refemblos the walnut-tree, is a t^ill tree, and is ufed 
for making writing-defks and cherts of drawers. 

Geel-hout, or yellow wood {ilex croced), is a large tree, the wood of which is very 
heavy, more or lefs of*.i pale yellow colour, and is ufed for making tables. * 

A rock cryftal that was found here w'as fhown to me, of the length of the little fin- 
ger, and pointed at both ends. 

A fpecies of pppper {pipcr*rapenfc) that was found in abundance in the wood here, 
was called by the country people Staart Pepper or tail-pej'iper, and ufed by them as 
a fpice. 

We left our cart at the Company’s port, and in the place of it procured a large wag- 
gon tilted over with fail- cloth, together with ten fselli oxen to continue our intended 
expedition to the coaff of Cafi'raria. 

Not far from this farm there lived a few Hottentots, who were fometimes employed 
in the fervice of the farm and the C'.ompany. They were quite mad after brartdy and 
tobacco, and feemed to place their whole . delight in filth and ftcnch. Their bodies 
were befmeared all over with greafe, and powdered with the powder of Bucku 
{diofnni) ^ and to fliow us rcfpefV as ftrangers, they had painted themfelves befides with 
red and black ftreaks. The women wore a triangular piece of rtdn, and the men a 
hag or pouch, on th*c fore-part of their bodies, for the fake of decency. Round the 
neck, arms, and waift, they were decorated with itrings of blue, white, red, and 
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motley coloured clafs-beads in feveral rows. Some of them wore rings ef iron, brafs, 
or leather round iheir arms. A Iheep-lkin, thrown over their hips, and another over 
their back, conftituted the whole of their apparel. The tobacco-pipe was continually in 
their mouths. They fubfift upon their cattle, and upon bulbous roots, which they 
are very ready at finding out and digging up in the fields. ' 

For want of clocks, the colonifts always meafure time by the courfe of the fun. 

On the 23d and 24th wepalTed overKrakous Rivier, and Krakous Heights (Krakous' 
Hoogt), and at noon arrived at Vett Rivier, and afterwards crofling this river, paffed 
by feveral farm-houfes. 

In thefe plains the aloe-tree (aloe per/oltata), from the leaves of which the gum aloe 
diftils, grew in greater abundance than 1 ever obferved it to do in any other place. 

The meep here were feeding on various poifonous plants, fuch as the rhus liiddittn, 
lycium afrum, hfc. 

On the 25th we vifited Martin Lagrans, at Palmit Rivier, a farmer, who had as 
many fowls as fupplied him with a hundred eggs every day. 

From thence crofling Zoet-melks Rivier (New-milk River), and pafling by Zwarte 
Valley, or Black Vale, we came to a farm called Wei te Vrede (Well fatisfied) near 
Valfe Rivier (or Falfe River). 

Hard-by Zwarte Valley, to the left, the rock plainly appeared to contain iron. 

On the 27th pafTtng by Groote Valley, or the Great Valley, and crofling the broad 
river, called Goud’s River, we arrived at Daniel Pinard’s. 

Here we were informed, the rabies canina and vi/lpina had prevailed. 

I obferved that thepeafants here praitifed a curious method of clearing their poultry- 
houfes from vermin. Thefe houfes arc conftrudfed of clay, almofl like large ovens j 
and when they are infeded with vermin, the owners have nothing more to do, than to 
put a little ftraw into them, and fet it on fire, in order to be rid of thofe unwelcome 
guefts. ^ 

On the 28th, we paffed by a large rock, which, on account of its harbouring bees, 
has obtained the name of the Honey Rock (Honing Klip), and reached a farm-houfe, 
fituated near Attaqwas Kloof. The Honey Rock yields, at a great diftance, a remark- 
able echo, that repeats feveral fyllables fucceflively, on which account it was an objcdl 
of attention to us in this place. 

The wood of the olive-tree (o/ea capenjis^ which was white thid very heavy, ferved 
to make chairs of. 

It is true, wheat was not fown here in great quantities, but the foil was faid to be 
fo fertile, and the roots of the thinly-fown corn to branch out fo much, that every 
grain always produced feveral ears. They affured us that they had frequently counted 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty ears, that proceeded from one roof. This I conceived 
to be fcarcely credible, and in order to gain more accurate information on this fubjeft, 
I undertook to count them myfelf in the field ; when I found, that from one fingle 
grain of wheat, a great many ears had frequently fprung up, though the number of 
thofe that I examined, did not amount to more than one and forty. 

The Hottentots we had hitherto met with in our expedition had either been brought 
up by the-Europeans, or in the neighbourhood fof their farms, and confequently were 
often much altered from their natural Hate. Thofe we vifited now, and efpecially after 
this period, lived moftly at a greater diffance from the Europeans, had fometinies vil- 
lages and families of their own, and prefented themfelves to us more and more in a 
ftate of nature, that is to fay, in the ftate in which we were defirous of becoming 
better acquaiiued with them. 

10 A century 
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A century ^o it was much eafier to fearch into, and get acquainted with, the peculiar 
manners an^mode of living of this people, at which period they dwelt'nearer the Cape, 
were more numerous, and enjoyed their priftine liberty. Now, the way to their abodes 
is very long, their focieties final!, their manners and way of life much altered, and the 
whole nation under great rellraint. 

Some of thofe that lived as fervants with the colonifts fpoke Dutch tolerably well. 
When the farmers firft fettled in this part of the world, they found the Hottentots to be 
very much afraitl of gunpowder and fire-arms, not being able, as they expreffed them- 
felves, to form the leafl; idea of their arrows, meaning their balls, of which, after they 
were Ihot, they could not difcern the flight j nor of their fcrews, which they could not 
pull out again, as they could nails. , 

* We heard frequent mention nvide of a Hottentot, who had died a few years before, 
and who, in confequence of having been tolled by a wild buffalo, had loft the w hole of 
his lower jaw, notwithftanding which, he had lived twelve or thirteen years after the 
accident. He could not fpeak a word ; as for his vidf uals, h» pounded them between 
two ftones, (which are commonly ufed by the Hottentots inllead of a pefltle and mortar,) 
and then crammed them dow n his throat with his fingers. He made, likewife, fliift to 
fmoke tobacco, by holding his hand over the aperture. At laft he had the good for- 
tune to flioot the very buflalo which had brought this difaller upon him. 

The leaves of the /itragcnc vificatoria were ufed lly the country*pcople in this and 
other places, initead’of Cantharides. Bruifed, and applied to any part of the body, in 
the fpace of half an hour they raifed a large blifter, which keeps open a long rime. 
The root alfo cut into lliccs’, and applied to any part of the body, draws fo powerfully, 
that if it lies on all night the fore will keep open for a month. This plant grew chiefly 
near the precipices of mountains, and is ufed in rheumatic and other pains. . 

All along from Roode Zand, we had now proceeded nearly due fouth-eaft, through 
a country furrounded on both fides with mountains, of which the ridge that lay to the 
right of us was now at an end, witho«t reaching as far as the fea-lhore. The ridge we 
had on our left ftretched llill farther on, fo that, as we wilhed to penetrate deeper into 
the count, y , we were under the necelTity of crofling it. > , 

* Such a paffage may be efl'eded through Attaquas Kloof, a vale of fuch a length, that 
it requires almoll a day’s journey to pafs through it. 

On the 29th, we took a refolution to fend our waggon this way, with Mr. Imnfelman, 
and to i]jake a round on horfeback ourfelves, through the verdant and woody country 
of the Hautniquas, (which lajf to the right of us, and extended quite to the fea-lhore,) 
and afterwards to crofs the moftntains in another place, and join our waggon in Lange 
Kloof.' : . 

With this view, palTing by Little and Great Black Rivers, we came to Zout Fontein, 
a farm, belonging to a man of the name of Vivier ; afterwards we rode through a 
woody dale, and pall a colony, where we faw only a jiew Hottentots tending the cattle, 
and at lall arrived at Klein Fontein, or the Little Fountain, near Wittel’s Rivier. 

The following days we continued our journey pall two or three colonifts’ houfes, to 
George Bota, at his farm of Sandvliet, near Keerom Rivier, where we relied ouFfelves 
a little. In our road we caught a yellOw ferpent, fix inches long, md not venomous, 
under fome Hones. • . 

Of the Lark of the anthyllis^ the Hottentots have the art of making ropes, by means 
of which they afeend trees, as by a ladder, when they want to get honey out of them. 
For this purpofe, they firft tie anoofe round the trunk, in which they pat pne foot, -then 
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they fallen another noofe higher up, and when mounted in that, untie tho former, and 
fo on. ‘ 

Roads, that can be properly fo called, are not to be found in all this fouthem part of * 
Africa ; yet the way which people in general take, when they travel, is pretty well 
beaten in the neighbourhood of the Cape ; farther down in the country,' indeed, very 
often not the leaft veftige of a road appears. Therefore, in plains that are either very 
extenfive, or covered with underwood, it may eafily happen that a traveller lhall lofd 
his way j fo that he ought to be well acquainted with, and accurately obferve, the 
marks, by which he may get into the right road again. He mull fee then whether 
there be any Iheep’s-dung in the field, which lliews that There is a farm-houfe in the 
vicinity ; and likcwife, whether he can difcover any herds of cattle grazing, or any 
corn-field. • 

The country here, in general, confilled of extenfive plains, full of rich pallure, in- 
terfperfed with hillocks and valleys, that abounded in wood and water. 

The trees in the woodw were large and tall, but for the moll part crooked and mif- 
Ihapen, and at the lame time covered with mols, like thole in the northern regions. 

I’he Hottentot w'omen here wore a little cocklo-fltell (nrrita hi/irio, and the cypraa 
moneta\ by way of ornament, both on their caps, and round tlieir wrills, in the form 
of bracelets. Their cap is a Hip of buffalo leather, of a hand’s breadth, without any 
crown, ornamented' on the outfide with thele Ihells in various rows, according to the 
dllferent tafte and wealth of the owner. 

The Hottentots of this place had a cullom, which is not general with this nation, of 
wearing a bag of leather, that hung by a Itrap over their Ihoulders, quite down on their 
hips. At the, lower end it was ornamented with thongs of leather, like fringes, to 
which were tied lliells, that made a rattling noife. This bag ferved to keep various 
articles in. 

Other Hottentot women W'ore on their heads a Itripcd conical cap, made of feveral 
narrow flips of black, white, and brown lamb-ikitis, in their natural Hate, lewed toge- 
ther. I’hefe caps were allb, Ibmetimcs, decorated with glafs beads, fixed on tliem in 
various forms, or hanging down like ftrings of pearls. 

Round their arms and legs they generally wore rings of ox-hides, which I had here 
the opportunity of feeing made. The flips, cut from the hide, were beaten till they 
were quite round, and both the ends Ituck fo fall together, that it could not be per- 
ceived where they were joined. I’hefe rings they afterwards forced over their feet, 
wearing, efpecially the women, fuch a number of them', as to cover half the leg or 
more. I have alfo fomerimes leen them walh, and afterwards greale thefe rings. 

In the eggs of ollrichcs, as 1 was informed, a Hone was fometinies “found, which was 
fet, and uied for buttons. 

There are inltancos of an European’s having married a Hottentot woman, who has 
then been baptized. But it has more frequently happened, that a colonilt, without 
regular marriage, has had feveral children by a Hottentot miftrefs, and that thefe chil- 
dren have been baptized when they were feveral years old. 

In niany places I obferve the land to have been fet on fire for the purpole of clearing 
it, thougli in a very different manner from v/hat is df)ne in the north. Divers plains 
here produce a very iiigli fort of grafs, which being of too coarfe a nature, and unfit 
food lor cattle, is not confumed, and thus prevents frclh verdure from flicxjting up ; 
not to mention that it harbours a great number of ferpents and bealls of prey. Such a 
piece of land as this, therefore, is fet on fire to the end that new grafs may I'pring yp 
from the roots. Now if any of thefe places were overgrown with bulhes, thefe latter 

• 1 1 ' were 
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were burned quite black, and left ftandrng in this Iboty condition for a great length ol 
time aftenwards, to my great vexation, as well as that of other travellers, who were 
obliged to pafs through them. 

Almoft every day we were wet to the flan, in confcquence of deluging fhnwers ol* 
rain, whieft were fometimes accompanied with thunder. I'hoiigh at this feai'on they 
have always fine weather near the Cap(», it appeared as if winter and the rainy feafon 
had not yet taken leave of this part of the country. The rain was the more trouble- 
fomc to us, as, befides that we had no opportunity of getting fhelter here, and the fliort 
intervals of fun-lliine were not fufficient to dry us when wet to the ikin ; the ground, like- 
wife, cfpecially of the Jhill?, was now fo wet and flippery, that our horfes being, accord- 
ing to the invariable cuftom of the country, unihod. Humbled continually, and in many 
places we were in great dangenof breaking our arms and legs. 

On the 2d of November we were overtaken by fome remarkably heavy iliowors, 
when we eroded Quaiinan’s Drift, a river which, like many other rivers here near the 
fea, rifes and falls with the tide ; and, after pafiing through fi veral woody vales and 
rivers, at length arrived at Magerman’^ Kraal, a colony or grazing farm, belonging to 
Frederick Seelf. 

More weary and wet, or in a worfe plight, we never could have been, and worfc v\'e 
could never have been accommodated than at thitj place. No Furo])e,Mn dwelt here, 
but a black femalp flave acted in her mailer’s abfcnce as miftrefs M the houii.*, and had 
the fuperintendance over a grea; herd of cattle, and over the Hottentots that tended 
them. The houfc was an oblong cottage, conftr lifted of timber, an i daubed all over 
with clay. In this I and my companions, with a great number of Hottentots, wt'rc 
obliged to pafs the night, happy to have foine kind of llielter from tlip rain, wind, and 
cold. 

As in the courfe of the few days fince wc bad left our waggon, we had made fame 
collcftions, and tliereforc could not poillbly itow every thing upon our horfes’ backs, 
we were undoR the ncceifity of faffing three oxen from the houl'e above-mentioned, to 
eairy our bage^age, and three Hottentots to lead tiicni. 

Oxen are much ufed in thefe parts, when lameii and broken in hy tiie Hottentots, to 
carry burdens. d’hei'e oxen irave a hole tlirottgh the cartilage of their nofe, in which 
is put a ftick, at Itoth ends of which are fiiitened ilraps, like a bridle, by the help of 
which the oxen arc guided. * 

In tliilerent places we oi^ferved pits dug, like thofe in which wolves are ufually canglit, 
and in which, when well cc^vered over by tlie Hottentots, bufl’aloes and wild bcaifs arc 
taken. . 

The Hottentots ahVays carry the javelin or two (AlTigr.),;^ with them on their jour- 
neys. Thefe afl'agays coiililt of an iron-fpear liollowed out on each fide abtmt fix inches 
long, with or without an iroti iliai’t, whidi is Ibinetiiiies round and finooth, and foinc-. 
limes grooved. This fpear is faficned with thongs of leather to a ilender round ftick, 
five feet long, made of the ait’agtiy wood (airti/ui and tapering towards the 

end. With thefe lances, which i^I'ey throw with great dexterity to the diftance even 
of one hundred paces, they dc fend themlelves againil their enemies and wild beafts, 
and are able to kill with them, buifaloes, and other animals. . • 

Inftead of (ftfina-vcilels and calalSdlies, poverty had taught them to ufe the Ihells of 
the tortoifes, which frequent the bullies in the fandy plains, particularly the fcjhulo 
mlnuta and geometnea. 

From tlieir frequent befmearing thcmfelvcs, as well ns from the beat of the -climate, 
the Hottentot women have always very llabby breafts, that hang down very low. And 

* tlterefore. 



thunberg’s account op the cape of good hope. 


30 

therefore, at the fame time that they carry their infants on their back, th«y can with 
the greateft eafe thiow the bread to them over their ihoulder. Thefe in fhape and fize 
fometimes very much refembled calabaflies ; but among the curious fights that attraded 
• our notice in this folitary place, was a Hottentot girl, whofe breads were fo long, that 
they hung down as low as to her thighs, , and were the larged that I ever ifaw among 
this people. ^ 

Here, alfo, I learned a curious way of baking bread fpeedily without an oven. The 
flour 'A'as kneaded up with water in the ufual manner to dough, of this afterwards a 
thick cake was made, which was laid in the embers, and covered with them, fo that 
in confequence of the heat communicated to it, it was foon thoroughly baked ; but 
the aflies that adhered to it made it fo dirty, that they were obliged to fcrape it before 
they could eat it. , 

The Hottentots always fit before the fire, fquatted down upon their hams, on which 
occafion the women condantly lay the covering of their modhdy, which is hc-re worn 
in the form of a fquare, usdemeath them. The huts in thele parts were formed of 
wooden flakes, round, and were convex and, low, and covered with draw mats, in the 
form of a hay-dack, with a fmall aperture in thd front, where the lire is made. 

At the dawn of day, on the 3 d of November, we fet out again on our journey, and 
eroded feveral rivers, fuch as the Krakakou, Ao, Koukuma, and Neifcna. riie woods 
we pafled through w^ere narrow, an‘d full of prickly bulhes. We could find no other 
padage through them than the tracks of the Hottentots, fo that we were obliged to 
creep on all fours, and lead our horfes by the bridle. Auge, the gardener, having 
travelled this way before, was now our guide, and we had left the Hottentots with our 
oxen behind us. In the afternoon, we arrived at Koukuma Rivier. We forded over 
one of its branches, and intended to pals through a thicket to a farm which we dif- 
covered on an eminence on the other lide of this thicket, belonging to cute Helgert 
Muller ; but we had not advanced far into the wood before we had the misfortune of 
meeting wdth a large old male budalo, which was lying dowm quite alone, in a fpot 
that was free from bulhes, for the fpace of a few fquare yards. He no fooner difeo- 
vered Auge, wljo went fird, than roaring horribly he ruflied upon him. 'I’he gardener 
turning his horte Ihort round, behind a large tree, by that means got in fome meafure 
out of the bullalo’s fight, w'hich now rulhed draight forwards towards the ferjeant, 
who followed next, and gored his horfe in the belly in fuch a terniblc manner, that it 
fell on its back that indant, with its feet turned up in the air, and all its entrails Jiang- 
ing out ; in which date it lived almod half an hour. The J^ardener and the ferjeant, 
in the meantime, had climbed up into trees, where they 'thought themfelves fecure. 
The buffalo, after this fird atchievement, now appeared to take his courfe towards the 
fide where we were approaching, and, therefore, could not have failed in his way to 
pay. his compliments to me, who all the while was walking towards him, and in the 
narrow pafs formed by the boughs ai^d branches of the trees, and, on account of the 
rudlin^ noife thefe made againft ray faddle and baggage, had neither feen nor heard 
any thing of what had paffed. As in my way I frequently flopped to take up plants, 
and put them into my handkerchief, 1 generally kept behind my companions, that I 
might not hinder their progrefs ; fo that I was now* at a fmall didance behind them. 

, The ferjeant had brought two horfes with him for his journey. One of them had 
already been difpatched, and the other now flood juft in the way of the buffalq, who 
was going out of the wood. As foon as the buffalo faw this fecond horfe, he became 
more outrageous than before, and attacked it with fuch fury, that he not only drove 
his horns into the horfe’s bread and out agmn through the very faddle, but alfo threw 
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it to the ground with fuch violence, that it died that very inftant, and all the bones in 
its body w^re broken. Juft at the moment that he was occupied with this latter horfe, 
^ I came up to the opening, where th^ wood was fo thick, that 1 had neither room to 
turn my horfe round, nor to get on one fide.* I was therefore obliged to abandon him 
to his fate, Jnd take refuge in a tolerably high tree, up which I climbed. 

The buffalo having finifhed this his fecond exploit, fuddenly turned round, and 
•ihaped his courl’e the lame way which we had intended to take. 

From the place I was in, and the eminence I had gained, I could plainly perCeive 
one of the horfes quite dead, the other fprawling with its feet and endeavouring to rife, 
which it had not ftrength to do, and the other two horfes fhivcring with fear, and un- 
able to make their efcape ; but I could neither fee nor hear any thing of my fellow- 
fravellers and companions, which induced me to fear that they had fallen victims to the 
firlt tranfports of the buffalo’s fury. I therefore made all poffible hafte to fearch for 
them, to fee if I could in Any way allift them ; but not difeovering any traces of them 
in the whole field of battle, I began to call out after them ; .when I difeovered thefe 
magnanimous heroes fitting faft, like two cats, on the trunk of a tree, with their guns 
on their backs, loaded with fine fhot, add unable to utter a fingle word. 

1 encouraged them as well as 1 could, and advifed them to come down, and get 
away as faft as poffible from fuch a dangerous place, where we ran the rifk of being 
once more attacked. ’I'he ferjeatu at length burft oift into tears, deploring the lofs of 
his two fpirited fteeDs ; but the gedener was fo ftrongly affetted, that he could fcarcely 
fpeak for fome days after. 

Thus we want back to the very fpot from which we fet out, and, after paffing fome 
very tirefome bids arrived at the place of our deftination ; but as theferjeant could not 
crofs the river without a horfe, 1 took him up behind me, and after having left him 
my horfe, walked on to the houfe. 

Here my firft care was to difpatch fome Hottentots to the thicket, to take the faddles 
off the two horfes, which hereafter might be of fervice. Thefe Hottentots armed them- 
fclves with lances, their ufual weapons, and informed us that they had before obferved 
that one iolitary buffalo flaunted that wood, which, as they faid, was fo^piteful, that 
He had been driven away from the lierd by the other bufl'aloes, and was ooliged to live 
alone. 

No European was to*be found in this place, there being none but Hottentuts, nor 
any othgr hut than thofe whirh were inhabited by tlie Hottentots themfelves, and which, 
on account of the vermin the’y harboured, no European, even in a cafe of the greateft 
neceflity, could ever think of ’lodging in. 

We were therefore obliged, with a ftraw mat under us, a faddle under our head, 
and a fire at our feet, fo pafs the night in the open air. Fortunately for us, the Iky 
was very clear and ferene ; but at the fame time the cold was fo great, that we could 
not fleep, being obliged every hour to rife and warnj ourfolv^s all over before the fire, 
for the purpofe of making which, we had had the forefight to order a fuificient quan- 
tity of logs and brufh-wood to be brought to the hut the night before. 

Hemp {cannabis fativa) was cultivated here by the Hottentots in a very fmal> inclo- 
fure. I’his is a plant univerfally ufed fo this country, though for a purpofe vgry differ- 
ent from that to which it is applied by /he induftrious European. The Hottentot loves 
nothing fo well as tobacco, and with no other thing can he be fo eafily enticed into a 
man’s fervice ; but for fmoking, and for producing a pleafing intoxication, he finds 
this poifonous plant ribt fufficieutly ftrong, and therefore in order to procure hjmfelf 
tliis plcafure more fpeedily and delicioufly, he mixes his tobacco with hemp chopped 

. very 
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very fine. It is iurprifjng, that this nation, although, before the arrival of^the Europe- 
ans it had no intercourie with the reft of the world, and confequcntly was ignorant of 
the uf(^ of tobacco, fhould, notwithftanding, become fo diftraQedly fond of this poifon- 
ous pl^t ; and that for it and brandy they could ’be induced to fell to the Dhtch a 
confiderable portion of their land near the Cape ; a tranfadion which hascoft them fo 
dear, both with refpeft to their liberty and t(? the land of their fore-fathers. 

On the 4th we quitted this place, and in the evening reached Peter Plant’s farm, ■ 
called lyielkhout Kraal, near the Deep River. i.. 

The ferjeant was obliged to put up with an ox by way of nag for two days, as no 
horfe was to be found hereabouts ; this anfwercd tolerably well, though it was very 
fatiguing, as well on account of the breadth of the ox’s back, 'as becaufe he could ufe 
no ftirrups. , 

On the 5th we crofted Pifang Rivier, to go to Jacob Bota’s farm, called alfo Pifang 
Rivier. 

This farm, which was entirely a grazing farm, was fituated not far from the fea-fhore, 
and a whole fociety, confifting of more than fifty Hottentots, were here in the fervice 
of this farmer, lived in his vicinity, and werd I'upported by him. The harbour here 
was very wide and beautiful. 

The farmer himfelf was not at home, having fet out for the Cape that very day ; but 
an old faithful Hottentot was in tHte mean-time our kind and attentive hoft, and gave us 
all neceffary afliftance. 

My two fellow-travellers, not having yet got the better of their terror, and wearied 
out with the many erodes they had met with in the courfe of their journey, now refolved 
here to let bounds at once to their dangers and their curiolity, finall as this latier was, 
and to make the beft of their way back from hence to the Cape, where they might get 
more wine to drink, and be Icfs liable to be frightened by buffaloes. But when I 
repfefented to them what a cowardly appearance this would have, and that they had 
made but a fmall collection as yet, likewife that we were feparated from our waggon, 
our other fellow-traveller, and the reft of our baggage ; adding befides, that though 
they fhould ^company me no farther, I was neverthelefs determined to purfue my 
journey, they were at laft perfuaded to alter their refolution. 

However, I let my doleful companions reft here for a few days, while I vifited the 
fea-lhortf, and the adjacent mountains, which were covered with, llirubs and bullies of 
various kinds, and particularly with the arduina bijpinofa, fo that in I'everal places they 
were impenetrable ; and in thefe I was frequently lb much entangled, that 1 was obliged 
to crawl for a long way on the tops of the (lift bulhes, which w'ith their fharp prickles 
tore my hands and clothes all to tatters. The bare-footed Hottentot ivho acconijjamod 
me, was fo much lacerated and lb bloody, as to be a real objedf of coinpalTion j but in 
my fearch after plants, having loft my way in the thicket, we had no other refource 
left. At the foot of the rqountain^ were flat rocks, on which feals lay lleeping in the 
fun ; a circumftance, whence the mountain has its name of Robbeberg (or Seal Moun- 
tain). It projetls a great way into the fea, like a peninfula, and is covered with fmall 
fea-lhells {concha). 

The Robbebeig is a lingular mountain, and different from any other that I have feen 
in Africa. Its middlemoft ftratum is a very firm, concretion of round and irregularly- 
Ihaped pebbles, and indurated lime, about four fathoms broad. It perfedly felembles 
a piece of mafonry. The uppermoft ftratum appeared to me to be a brownifti rock. 
The lowermoft is- fand-ftone. On another fide of the mountain there is a heap of 
indurated fand« which the water has fcooped holes into. In fonie places the land had 
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concreted with»clay in a tubular form, and large inaffes of it had fallen down. The 
flat foot of tl^e mountain, towards the fea, had various holes in it of diflcrent fizes, fome 
of them as refund as if they had been turned, and others oblong. On one fide, the 
lowed: fttatun* was a whitilh-grey quartz, that was greafy to the touch. The mountain 
had, moreover, long clefts and crevices, in which hung a number of thick ftalaftites, 
covered with a fine down-like fubftance, which was fometimes quite green. The fand- 
Itone was of a very fine grain. 

I'he Jirelit/ia, with its yellow flowers and blue neclarhm, grew near this fpot, and 
was one of the moll beautiful plants, of which the bulbs were procured to lend to Eu- 
rope. The Hottentots w^re laid to eat the fruit of it. 

^The Hottentots were at no great pains in drefling their victuals. Buffalo’s flelh was. 
merely cut into llices, and then fmoked, and at the fame time half broiled in the embers 
over a few coals ; this was eaten without bread, though, perhaps, it was in the fird 
ftage of putrefaftion. 

It is a cullom among the Hottentots, that if a cow is barren, llie mud; be killed ; but 
in this cafe its flelh is eaten by married people only, and not by thofe that are fingle. 

Greafe is the great dainty of the Hottentots, which they are not only fond of eating, 
but can alfo drink without finding any inconvenience from it. 

The fmall huts of the Hottentots are at times fo full^of vermin, both of the hopping 
and creeping kind, as not to be habitable by them : they are theit forced to remove 
them to another place, a removal which does not take a very long time, neither is it 
particularly expenfive. I have feen it performed with the greateft agility and difpatch. 
Fird;, a few withies were fixed in the earth, and bent in the form of arches to determine 
the height of the hut, and give it a rotund figure. 'I’hefe are afterwar4s covered with 
ruflres, or mats made of rulhes {cyperus textilis), which keep out both wind and rain. 
All round the bottom dung is laid, to make the hut fight and clofe in that part. 

Su Koa (Potteflaan) was the name given by the Hottentots to a drum they fometimes 
ufed to beat to their mufic. Over a pot with water in it was extended a llieep-lkin, 
wh'ch had previoufly been well leaked, and was tied round the edge of the pot with a 
l^thern thong, 'i'he fingers of the left-hand being placed near the edge, and the 
thumb in the middle, they beat with the two firfl; fingers of the right-hand upon the 
other edge, which produced a dull heavy found, that had nothing pleafxng in it. To 
this wretched mufic a Hottentot would dimce in the following manner : holding in his 
right-hap4 a firing faftened tc the roof or wall, and remaining on the fame fpot, he 
hopped firft on one foot, and then upon the other, all the while beating time with them. 
During this he wrifhed his body in various curves, and threw his head from one Ihoulder 
to the other in a ftmiicircnlar diredlion ; all the while finging, and all this to a certain 
modulation. One of thefe dances will fometimes laft a conliderable time, and throws 
the dancer into a violent perfpiration. They always wipe the fweat off their faces with 
a fox’s tail. ' * . 

I obferved feveral things for which the Hottentots had no words in their own lan- 
guage, fuch as Coftee, Houfings, Company (Compagnie). 

The women carried their infants on their backs mider the Ihcep-lkin, which they call 
a Krofs ; the child was faftened by a leathern ftrap that went round the motherJs and its 
own neck, and was farther fecured by another ftrap that palled over the krofs under its 
pofteriors,.the mother ail the while attending to her bufinefs as ufual. 

Some of the women here wore ftrings of glafs-beads round their legs, others had the 
dependent fides of then krofs ornamented with beads, which, among other things, -they 
receive of the farmers for their wages. Others had a tortoife-lhell hanging at their backs, 
voi,. xvr. F in 
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in which they jjreferved either their tobacco or bucku (diofma). Fo# want of day 
tobacco-pipes they ufe wooden ones. { 

The farmers themfelves, for want of proper vcflels, were often obliged to keep 
their milk and honey in leathern bags. ' f 

The fields hereabouts were full of wild buffaloes, fo that it was noruncommon to 
fee a hundred or two of them in a herd. They generally lie ftill in the thickets and 
w(^ds in the day-time, and in the night go out into the fields to graze. 

The houfe in which we were lodged was roomy and large, vi'eil conffrufted of clay, 
with doors, and with fhutters before the window-holes, as glafs window's could not 
be eafily procured from fo great a diftance as the Cape. The whole roof in the kitchen 
‘was hung with thick llices of buffalo’s flefh, which, being dried and fmoked, they eat 
as hung-beef. • 

Buffaloes were fhot here by a Hottentot, who had been trained to this bufmefs by 
the farmer, and in this manner found the w'hole family in meat, without having re- 
couife to the herd. The balls were counted out to him every time he went a fhooting, 
and he was obliged to furnifli the fame ntimber of dead buffaloes as he received of 
balls. Thus the many Hottentots that lived here were fupported without expence, 
and without the decreafe of the tame cattle, which conftitute the whole of the farmer’s 
wealth. The greaiell part of flelh of the bufl'alo falls to the lhare of the Hotten- 
tots, but the hide to that of the mafter. 

The Hottentots drefl'ed the buffaloes* hides in the following manner : the hide was 
ftretched out on the ground by means of flakes, after which warm aflies were ftrewed 
over it, and the hair feraped off with a knife or fpade. 

For want of the fltoes ufually worn in other places, which could not be procured fo 
far up in the country, and which frequently even the farmers at the Cape cannot 
afford to buy, they generally wear here what are called field-fhoes, which the country- 
people ufually make themfelves, in a way peculiar to them, for the moft part of buffalo 
leather, fometimes of neats leather, and fometimes, though more rarely, of the ftriped 
hide of the zebra. 

It was pleafing ' to obferve with what cordiality the Hottentots, as well thofe who 
lived upon the farm, as the flrangers who had accompanied us hither, offered each 
othc. the regale of the tobacco-pipe. Having fet themfelves down in a circle, the 
pipe went from one to the other round the whole company. Each man taking a few 
large whiffs, at laft gets his mouth full of fmoke, a fmall part of w'hich he fwallows, 
and puffs out the remainder through his nofe and mouth. 

From the woods of Houtniquas the peafants, who live near the diftrift of Mufcle 
Bay, fell both rough and cut timber, notwithftanding the length and roughnefs of the 
road ; but from hence the farmers have nothing elfe to carry to market, except oxen 
for flaughter, and butter. If any kind of navigation were fet on foot, either from 
this coaft or from Mufde Bay, the carriage would be eafier, and the commodities, 
efpecially the timber, cheaper ; but tttis has as yet either not been thought of, or elfe, 
perhqps, it has not been deemed of any ufe. 

Our creft-fallen ferjeant having now in fome meafure recovered his fpirits, and pro- 
cured the loan of, a faddle-horfe here, we refutned our journey on the loth of Novem- 
ber, travelling up the country, and towards ' the mountains, in "hemes, on the other 
fide of thenj, of meeting with our waggon, and better fortune. Faffing by another 
farm, belong^,^ to Beta, we went through two rivers to Malagafs Kraal j and after- 
wards proceeded up Keureboom’s Rivier to Jackall’s Kraal. 

At 
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At Keurebopm’s Rivier, Houtniquas I,and terminated on this fide, a land abounding 
in grafs, wood, and buffaloes. We farther rode over the mountains, and all along 
them beyoncKKeureboom’s Rivier to Peter Jager’s farm. 

Here we wre refrelhed, thirfty as we were, with Hottentots fack-milk, as it is called, 
which, perhaps, few travellers, unlefs urged by extreme third, will be able to prevail 
on themfelves to tafte. It is a very acid, cool, and refrelhing milk, remarkable as 
well for the veffcl in which it is kept, as for its great age. I had formerly imagined, 
that the four milk of Norrland (in Sweden), wnich is feveral months old, was the 
oldeft milk in the world, but 1 now found that the Hottentots fack-milk might at lead 
be confidered as grand-niother to the Norrland milk. The veffel in which it is kept, 
is the hide of an antelop*e (Eland, Capra Oreas), which is fewed up clofe together^ 
and hung up againll the wall. Qther hides were faid to be not fo fit for the purpofe. 
In one of thefe facks thus hung uj), new milk is put, which turns four and coagulates. 
Every day more new milk iS poured in, which likewife foon coagulates, as the fack is 
not cleaned out for the fpace of feveral months at Icaft, and frequently not for a year 
or two. 

U’he Hottentots feldom churn any butter; and when they do, it is only to befmear 
themfelves with. The Maquas Hottentots are faid to churn in the following manner : 
new milk is poured into a leather bag, which two Hottentots holding by the ends, fhake 
the milk in it from one end to the other, till it coagulates. • 

On the I ith, we faffed over the very lofty mountains that lead to Lange Kloof, in 
our way to farmer Matthew Zondag's. Watery clouds hung all over the mountains, 
by the piercing vapours of which, though it did not rain, we were wetted quite to the 
fkin. • The fides of the mountain that we paffed over, were fometimes fo fteep, and 
the path fo narrow, that we did not crofs it but at the hazard of our lives, and Ihud- 
dered when we looked down the precipice. The country on the other fide, or Lange 
Kloof, was very elevated, in comparifon with that from whence we came, and confe- 
quently the mountains there were lowf when compared with the dreadful height which 
they exhibited on the other fide, towards the fea coaft. . 

At this farm they made foap from a ley, prepared from the Canna Bufb (Salfola 
iCphylla), which v'as boiled a long time and infpiflkted ; when mutton fuet was added 
till the mafs acquired a proper confiftence. It was then poured out, and formed into 
long fquares. • • 

On the 13th, we paid a vifit to Peter Frere, a man who was a great hunter of ele- 
phants, and had made long journeys, as far as into the country of the Cafi'res. Among 
other particulars, he informed* us, that the Hottentots cannot count farther than five 
in their own language. . 

On the i 6 th, going from this man’s farm here, called Mifgunft (or Envy), on the 
banks of Diep Rivier (or the Deep River), we paffed by another farm of his, near 
Aapies Rivier, in our way to Klipp-drift, and aftg*wards ^crofs Krakeel Rivier, to 
Matthew Streidung’s. 

Here I faw a great number of tombs, confifting of final 1 heaps of Hones. I ftriftly 
enquired after their origin, but no European could give me any account of them? An 
old Hottentot informed me, that the inlmbitants of this trad had died of ulcers,, in great 
numbers, which gave me no fmall reafon to conclude, tiiat this place had been well 
inhabited, .and even populous, and that it was the fniall-pox which had made this 
extraordinary devaftation. 

On the 17 th, after* puffing Peter Nickert’s farm, called Onverwagt, we went over 
Waageboom’s Rivier, to Henry Kruger's. 
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The wild Turkey (Tantalus), which now began to make its appearance, was faid to 
quit the country during the winter, and to return in the months of September and 
Oftober. _ ^ / 

The Meloc Chichorei, with its many varieties, devoured the beans, ^d odier pro- 
ducts of the gardens. 

In Lange Kloof it is very cold in the winter, and fnow falls, juft as at the back of 
Witfen Mountain. 

•On the 1 8th, we arrived at Thomas Frerc’s, near Kromme Rivier (or Crooked 
River). 

The country as far as here, gradually fank lower and lower as it proceeded towards 
the fca-fliore, fo that Lange Kloof was far more elevated than the country about 
Kromme Rivier. , 

On the 19th we arrived at Efl'ebofch, a fine foreft, in almoft a plain and level 
country. It had rained the whole day, and it continued pouring during the evening 
and night, fo that being wet to the Ikin, we were under the neceflity, four of us, to 
crouch under the tilt of our waggon, in expectation of better weather in the morning. 
The Hottentots, who accompanied us, were'-obliged to take Ihelter under the waggon, 
as it was quite impoflible to keep up any fire. 

On the aoth, fair weather and fun-fhine ; but as we could not get at any dry 
clothes, we were. obliged to let thofe we had on, dry on our bodies in the fun. We 
now rode on to Diep Rivier, Leuwe-bofeh Rivier, and lb on to />ee-ko Rivier. 

Here we were informed, that lions were fometimes feen in the mountains, and 
that they had formerly reforted thither in great numbers j but were now moftly 
extirpated. 

The Bread-tree (Zamia Caffra) is a fpccics of palm, which grows on the hills, below 
the mountains, in thefe traCls. It was of the height and thicknefs of a man at moll, 
very much Ipread, and fingle. I have fometimes feen from one root, two or three 
ftems fpring. It is out of the pith (jncdulUi) of^this tree, that the Hottentots contrive 
to prepare their bread. For this purpofe, after fcooping out the pith, they bury it 
in the earth, and leave it there for the fpace of two months to rot, after which they 
knead it, and make it into a cake, which, m their ufual llovenly and filthy manner, 
they nightly bake in the embers. I obferved that the tree ftood in dry llerilc places, 
betwevn Itones, and grew flowly. 

At Kromme Rivier, a Ihell-filh (^folcn filiqtid) was faid to be found in holes in thc‘ 
banks, which it is impoflible to catch by digging after it ; but the method of filhing 
for it was, by running a ftake into it, and then drawing it out. 

The ritlge of mountains, which at Roode Zand we had oa our left hand, and after- 
wards in Lange-kloof on the right, and which were continued quite from Witfenberg, 
now terminated here before it reached the fea-lhore; whereas the ridges on our left 
hand w ere continued farther, antj had the Carrow plains behind them. 

The berries of the Guarri bulh {cuclca tmdulata^ had a fweet tafte, and W'ere eaten 
by the Hottentots. Bruifed and fermented, they yield a vinegar, like that made from 
Pontac. 

I’he £raffula tetragona, as being fomewdiat of an aftringent nature, boiled in milk, in 
the quantity of a handful, is ufed as a remedy /or the diarrhoea. , 

On the 2 2d, we arrived at Jacob Kock’s, near the mouth of SlSi-cow River, not 
far from the fea*ihore, a man whom we now vifited for the fecond time in tlie courfe of 
our journey. , 

I’he 
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The interior coat of the ftoraach of flieep, dried, pulverized, and taken inwardly, was 
faid to exche vomiting, and to be ferviceable in fevers. 

The^ blow of a hare was afferted to be a cure for the St. Anthony’s Fire, if rags 
dippeffiinto W, and then dried, were worn upon the body, but not applied to the part 
aft'efted. * 

Many people here Hkewife concurred in affuring us, that the blood of a tortoife, ufed 
'externally, as well as internally, Mas of the greatell fervice to fuch as w'ere wounded by 
a poifoned arrow. ' 

At this place we ftaid feveral days, as well with a view to regulate and put in order 
what we had already colletled, as to inveftigate all the neighbourhood, and likewife 
to give reft and pafture to our weary and emaciated cattle. 

During this time, however, jne made a journey on horfcback to Cabelijauw Rivier, 
and from thence to Camtour’s Rivier, w hich is very broad and deep, and by which alfo 
Looris Rivier emp‘ties itfelF into the ocean. 

Hottentots and Caffres lived promifeuoufly near this river, .as on the frontier of die 
two countries, the real Caft'raria beginning feveral miles further up in the country. 

The Caffres that lived here, were taller than the Hottentots, more undaunted and 
valiant, better made, blacker, and ftronger. They wore round their arms, by way 
ol' ornament, rings, either of iron or ivory, and were armed with javelins, which they 
knew much better how to manage than the HottentcTls did. The ivory rings were half 
an inch in breadth* and they gen 'ral wore feveral of them on each arm. 

Their dances were extremely curious. Two or more of them placing themfelves 
fide by fide, or back to back, balanced themfelves on their toes, ftriking the ground 
now and then with their heels ; during which, they moved every limb, and almoft 
every mufcle, efpecially their eyes, forehead, neck, head, mouth, aftd chin, keeping 
time in every motion. 'I'he mufic to this dance was a rough fcrcaking kind of finging, 
accompanied fometimes with a whillling noife, to produce which, they drew their lips 
on one fide, fhetving their teeth, fnnm between which the found iffued. The women 
k.pt running about all the while, finging and jumping to the fame time, with a con- 
.tinual motion of their head and limbs. 

In the tip of one ear they had a hole, in w’hich was ftuck a porcupine’s quill. 

We were fliewn here ear-iings of two different lhapes, made of copper, mixed with 
filver, which they fcid they had obtained from nations living farther up in the 
country. 

Here too we fiiw bafkets wrought by the Hottentots, that were fo tight and clofe, as 
to hold milk or water. Bottles alfo made of the bladders of the rhinoceros, were ufed 
for the fame puppofe. • 

The Caffres, as well as the Hottentots, have in each village, or horde, a chieftain, 
on whom they frequently beftow that appellation of captain, and who is their leader in 
their hunting expeditions, and againft their enemiqp. 

Thefe nations, though deftitute of fire-arms, neverthelefs kill buffaloes and wild 
hearts with their javelins, called affagays. When a Caffre has difeovered a fpot where 
feveral buffaloes has afl'embled, he blows a pipe, made of the thigh-bone of *a fheep, 
which is heard at a great diftance. * In confequence of this, feveral of hjp comrades 
run up to the jlpot, and furrounding. the buffaloes, and at the faftie time approaching 
them by degr^, throw their javelins at them. In this cafe, out of eight or twelve 
buffaloes, it is very rare for one to efcape. It fometimes happens, however, that while 
,the buffaloes are ruhning off" the premifes, forae one of the hunters, who ftands in the 
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way of them, is toiled and killed, which, by the people of this nation, ns not much 
regarded. Wherf the chacc is over, each cuts oft' his ihare of the game that is kill^. 

Befidcs the wild animals they may chance to take in hunting, the (Jaft'res, who 
inhabit the moll delightful meadows llvat can be imagined along the foaft, poiTefs 
large herds of tame horned cattle. I’heir o:-:en are commonly eafy to be ‘diftinguiihed 
from c'tbers, as tliey cut them in the lower part of the neck, in fuch a manner, that 
long Hips of ikin hang down from it ; they likewife do the fame with refpeef to their' 
ears," and force their horns to grow in various lingular forms. The ('ompany got 
formerly from them and the Hottentots, a great number of cattle, fit for llaughter, in 
exchange for tobacco, brandy, glafs-beads, and bits of iren; butnow this is feldom 
tlje cafe, although this traftic is prohibited to all the farmers. 

'file Hottentots, in the I'ervice of the colonifts, frequently ufe tobacco-pipes of clay, 
though thefe are fo Ihort, that the bowl of the pipe comes into contad with their 
lips. They are lliort, becaufe in the carriage of them to fo' great a diftance from the 
Cape, they are apt to break. But otherwife, both Caftres and Hottentots ufe a pipe, 
either made of a long, llender, and hollow Hick, with a hole near one eml of it, in 
which is put another hollow Hick that is Ihort, and has at top a cylindrical Hone, 
which is hollowed out, and is the bow l that holds the tobacco ; or inftead of the 
long flick, an antelope’s horn, viz. of the capra oryx, near the pointed end of which 
is bored a hole; in«this is put a"fliort hollow Hick, and upon that the Itone-bowl. 
In fmoking, they llretch their mouths over the wide end of the horn, and draw in a 
few large ■whiffs. The fmoke they keep fome time in their mouths, and then fwallow'- 
ing a part, puff" the reft out again. The pipe then paflTes on to the next, and fo goes 
round the whole circle. When ftrangers come to a kraal or village, they are always 
treated with the tobacco-pipe, which circulates in due form from one to the other. 

The Hottentots had boiling veffels of burnt efay, of their own making. 

The beans of the guajacum afrum, though a poifonous Ihrub, are boiled and eaten 
by the Hottentots. Their water they keep in the*inteftines of animals. The w'oineu 
who carried their children on their backs, gave them fuck under their arms, by bend- 
ing the little creatur.es* heads down to the breall. 

Sea-horfes (or Sea-cows, Hippopotamus) were ftill to be feen in great numbers in 
Camtour’s River ; though many of them have been Ihot of late, and confequently 
their nufnber has been greatly diminillied. The proceffus nuimill&ris of this animal was 
faid to be an effeftual remedy for the Hone and gravel. We wounded indeed, feveral 
of thefe huge beafts, but could not kill them ; neither did any of them come up the 
following night, though we ftaid till the next morning. ' 

A few Hottentots who had pitched their tents here, for the purpofe of confirming a 
fea-horfe that had been Ihot fome time before, lived in the midft of fuch a ftench, that 
we could hardly pafs by them without being fuffocated. 

A great number of the Cafffes accompanied us back to Sea-cow River, and difplayed 
various fpecimens of their arts, probably with a view of getting fome of our good 
tobacco, to which they had taken a particular fancy. 

We -W/^erc told here, that a colonift had been bitten in the foot fome time before by 
a ferpant, of the fpecies called Ringhals (or Ringneck) as he was walking along in 
the grafs barefoot, as is the cuftom here, in default of Ihoes and ftockings, which the 
peafants feldom wear, except when they go up to Cape Town or to chu®. I informed 
myfelf accurately of the fymptoms produced by the bite. It feems the man was feveral 
miles diftant from •home when he met with this accident. He then immediately dif; 
patched his Have to his houfe to bring him a horl’e with all j^eed, on which he went 
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home, atter ^^aving bound up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poifon from fpread- 
iiig upwards. On his return home he grew fo fleepy, that his wife could not, without 
great diffici\lty, keep him awake. He alfo became quite blind in an inftant, and re- 
mained fo the fpace of a fortnight. His l^g was fwelled to fuel) a degree, that the 
llelh covered' the bandage over, like a flieath, infomuch that it could not eafily be re- 
moved. An incifion was made round the wound with a knife, and the foot waflied 
with falt-water. He drank new milk copioufly, and that to the quantity of feveral pails- 
full in a night, but call it all up again. After this the ferpent-ftone was applied to»the 
wound. By means of this he gradually recovered ; but ftill, though it is now feveral 
years fince the accident happened, he has pains in the part on any change of weather, 
and at times the wound’breaks completely out again. 

• The cattle, wltich conftitute4 tfie fanner’s wealth in thefe plains, were fubjeft to 
feveral, and ihofe peculiar, difeafes. 

The Tung-ziekfe is a dheafe of the cattle, in which veficles or bladders break out 
on the tongue, difeharging a thin ichorous matter. In confiqucnce of this dillemper 
the cattle cannot eat, but grow lean, and fometimes die. The farmers are accullomed 
to rub the bladders oil with fait. • 

'i’he Kl.Tw-ziekie is a difeafe, in which the hoofs of the cattle grow loofe, fo that 
they cannot walk. It appears to proceed from the fummer heats, efpecially if the oxen 
have been driven on journeys in the day-time. Thii^diftemper is ^teemed here to be 
infedfious. It is certain, that it "ittacks one ox alter another fucceilively, fo that I 
have leen whole droves afledled with it ; but it feems to me rather to proceed from 
I'ome common and general caufe than from infedtion. At firft they are lamed by it, 
and afterwards become unfit for journeys. This difeafe, however, leaves them in 
general of its own accord in the courfe t»f one or two weeks. * 

1 law fome (diinefe hogs here belonging to different farmers. 

A yellow Chryfomela devoured and did great damage to the culinary vegetables in 
the gardens. • 

hi the beginning of December we diredted our courfe back again, after we Iiad re- 
freftied ou. oxen, and vifiicd the. country farther up than it has as yet, on that fide of 
llie Cape, been irhabited by Europeans. 

In our journey up I.ange Kloof, I obferved at one farm, the no Icfs convenient than 
advantageous contriva»ces of the huibandmen to apply the rivulets that run dowm from 
the mountains, to the watering of their vineyards and gardens, llie water is always 
condudft'd over thele lands in a channel to the more elevated parts, from whence tiny 
let down little rivulets or llreans between the vines and beds. W'hen there is no oc- 
cafion for watering, thefe Itrcamlets are Hopped up with a little earth. By the iUme 
methods water was carried to mills, filh-ponds, and other places. 

On the 6th we returned to Matthew Zondag’s, and on the yth arrived at Wolfe- 
kraal ; on the 3th, having eroded Keureboom’s Riyier, we proceeded to Diep Rivic’, 
and on the loth came to Giuis Kraal (Goofe Kraal). Behind the low mountains lay 
Cainenailie Land. 

The ficklcs for reayting corn were jagged at the edge like a fiw. 

The lycyperdon cavcinonude grew hare on the ant-!iillsj tlie brown powder,of which 
was faid to be ufed ki cancers. 

On thg lothfo^e came to Ezeisjagt; on the nth to Dorn Rivier (or Thorn Rive ), 
afterwards to Groote Don. Rivier, keeping always to the right, aod leaving Attaqu.).s 
Klool to the left. • , 
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On the 13th we crofled the barren Carrow plain, and paid a vifit/to Gert van 
Nimwegen. 

The ftieep here ate the tender leaves of the rnimofa 7 iilotica. 

The Meloe Cichorei did great damage to the apple-trees and other j^egetatoles in 
the gardens, the leaves of which they confunied entirely. * 

A mcfcmbryanihemuin^ with a white flower, was chewed by the Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of quenching their thirft, after it had been lUfl'ered to putrify, and been pro- 
perly prepared. - 

A fpecies of Coccus, called Harpuys, that was found on the branches of trees, was 
faid to prove mortal to Iheep. • 

On the evening of the 14th, we arrived at Gert Clute’s larm, at Slange Rivier 
(Snake River), which lay fo deep in the cleft of a iiKvintain, that I Ihould fuppofe no 
one would expecl to find a habitation there. 

All this traft of land w'as exceedingly dry and meagre, tlfe hufbandmen’s cattle con- 
fifting only of Iheep. 

On the flat rocks that projedfed from the fides of the mountains, w'e obferved a great 
number of tigers, w'hich were more common here than 1 have ever feen them in any 
other place. 

The foil was a clay, impregnated with fait ; and every where on the hillocks, and 
on the banks of the river, the fah was cryllallized by the heat of the fun, in like 
manner as I had obferved it to be on the hills near the Cape. 

We had now a dreadful, long, dry, and barren plain to crofs, which is fcorching 
hot in the day-time, and which, in confequence, its want of water could afford us 
no place for baiting. We therefore employed a great part of the day in baiting, and 
in the evening,* when it began to be a little cooler, in refuming our journey, we 
palfed feveral large rivers, the banks of which were covered with wood, but which 
were now quite dried up ; and at length W'e arrived in the morning to a deferted houfe, 
fituated on the fide of the mountains to the left, r 

Here we faw quickfet hedges of the Aloe Succotrina. 

On the 15th and i6th we continued our journey, proceeding to the farms of Welge- 
vunden, Watervall, and Muyfen Kraal. 

On the 17th we came to a farm belonging to one Smidt; and on the i8th, after 
crofllng the mountains, w^e went through Platte Kloof. • 

As we proceeded farther on the 20th and 2 ill, we pafled feveral farms in our way 
to the Company’s poft at Riet Valley. 

While we baited here, we paid another vifit to Grootvader’s Bofeh, where various 
forts of trees are felled for the ufe of the Company. 1 hoped now to find feveral 
trees in bloflbm ; but the feafon was not yet far enough advanced. 

The Calodendrum, however, was then in bloflbm, the honeyed juice of which I 
perceived beautiful butterflies fuelling, without my being able to reach either the one 
or the other, but by the help of my gun, which I loaded with fmall fliot, and fired in 
among the trees, I got fome branches with bloflbms on them. 

On the 24th we crofled Breede Rivier and Rivier Zonder End (or the river without 
end), which latter is very deep, and therefore 'has a ferry for the accommodation of 
travellers. * , , 

Continuing our journey on the 25th and 26th, w'e pafled the CeSpany’s pofl: at 
Tigerhook, and thence proceeded along the Rivier Zonder End, to another poft of the 
Company’s, Zoete Melk’s Valley. • 


The 
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"I'he coimly was already grown very arid, in confequcnce of the fcorching fummer- 
heaits, and the high and drying winds. • 

PforuleK\ pinnata (Pinwortel), was a plant, of which .the country-people in many 

TklMz-iao hpincr fhp wnrff thf' frnrrif^ns^ on nf iVir* 


places tom{!|lained, as being the worft weed# in the gardens, on account of the roots 
ftriking deep and firm in the ground, and confequently being difficult to eradicate, 

A blue Chryfomela devoured and damaged the corn. 

In a diagonal direftion acrols Platte Kloof, lay the Elephant’s (Olyfant’s) warm bath, 
which I had not now time to vific. - • 


The increafe of the fummer-heat had caufed the flies to multiply in fuch numbers, 
as to be even extremely tuoublcfome at mofl. of the farms. In order to diminifh the 
number of them in the houfe, fmali boughs were hung up to the roof, and fprinkled 
feveral times in the day with nejv milk ; and when the flies had fettled on them in great 
numbers, a long bag was fet under them, into which they were flraken down. The 
bag was tlien twifted rouhd, fo that the flies could not efcape. 

The Secretary-bird, which is a great defiroyer of ferpents, after having trod them 
under his feet, and beat them with his pinions, fo that they cannot hurt him, devours 
them. This bird eats not only flefli, but roots alfo. 

Wild chefnuts (brabejum Jicllaium) are fo eagerly devoured by the wild boars, that 
they feldom or ever leave one on the ground to fpring up, unlefs it (hould chance to 
fall between ftones. • , 


On tlie 27th wC arrived at the warm bath of Zwarte Berg, or what is called the 
bath, Agtcr dc Berg (i. e. behind the mountain). 

The fpring arifes from a hillock at the foot of the mountain, to the weftward of it ; 
and chiefly from two fources. 'fhe water is moderately warm, and depofits a great 
quantity of a light yellow ochre at the bottom of the channels in whidli it runs. The 
hillock confifts of an iron ore or a ferruginous lava : and is heavy, black, fliining, of 
a very clofe texture, and flrikes fire with fteel. The very road is black, owing to the 
dull of the broken ore, which lies i^ipon it like foot. I’he water has a chalybeate or 
inky tafte, but by no means fulphureous. It became black on mixing Peruvian bark 
or blue v.triol with it, and white with fugar of lead. The patients here ufe the water • 
‘both for bathing in, and at the fame time for drinking, though without any regulations 
or proper diet. The water is carried by a channel from its Iburce into a boarded hut, 
where there are a few fteps, on which the patient may fit as deep in the water as he 
chufes. The Company has raufed a brick-houfe to be built here, the care of which 
they have left to an old man. The few rooms that are here for the accommodation of 
the patients, are parted off by means of fail-cloth into many fmali cabins ; fome of the 
patients live in their o\yn teats or waggons, and others lodge at the farm that is fituate 
at the bottom of the hill. The bath is ufed the whole year throughout, but moft in 
fummer, or from Auguft to February. The mountain above it is called Zwarte Berg 
(or the black mountain). * 

On the 28th we left this place, and came to a farm befonging to one Badenhorff, 
where they were extremely bufy in thrcfhing out their wheat. Barns for laying up the 
corn are neither to be found, nor indeed are they wanted in a country, in ^ich, at 
this feafon of the year, there is nothing to be apprehended from rain, fo that t^e farmers 
can keep their cojn in a flack in the open air. The great heat snakes the draw fo 
brittle, that it ij^lumbles to pieces, and therefore cannot be touched at any other time 
than in the morning and evening, when the air is become fomewhat cool. For threfh- 
ing, they prepare ia the open air, a plain and level fpot, which th^ fence in with a 
low and round wall of clay. Here they fcatter the com loofely about, and thm turn 
vox- XVI. o in 
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in a number of horfes, either loofe, or, as is more frequently the cafe, jc^ed together 
in a team, in order to tread out the grain. In the center of this Hands a 
man, who holds the foremoft horfe by a halter, and on the outfide of it another 
man, who with a long whip drives the horfes continually round, and kpps them in 
a hard trot. Thus the ftraw is trodden quite to chaff, and rendered totally unfit for 
thatching. In this manner half a dozen men, with a few horfes, are able to threfli out 
cle<|^ in one day one hundred and twenty bulhels of wheat. Oxen are feldom ufed 
for threihing, as their dug would fpoil the corn. 

Having left this place, vve croffed Booter Rivier, where we faw the fea-lhore, and 
palling by Little Houthoek, went over Great Houthoek and Hottentot Holland’s Kloof. 
This mountain is very high, and on the Cape iide there is a road over it, that on 
account of its precipices has a moft dreadful appearance. This, and the road however, 
that goes over Roode Zand, are almoft the only, at lealt, the rtioft common roads, by 
which all the inhabitants of the country muff pafs with their large and heavy-loaded 
waggons. At the foot of the mountain lie feveral pretty farms, which, any more than 
the mountains and the fea-fliore, I did not leave unvilited. 

Here we kept new-year’s day, and, together with almoft all the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, went down to the fea-fide to pafs the whole day in mirth and pleafure. 

Here we found thrown up by thefurge, the Trumpet-grafs {fucus bitccinalis\ in 
which they blew like a trumpet. 

Finally, having fpent a whole day in crofting the very level and extenlive fandy plain 
that lies between Hottentot Holland and the Cape, we arrived at the town on the ad 
of January 1773. 

My firft care after my return to the town, was not only to look over and put into 
order the colledfions of animals, plants, and feeds, that I had made during my four 
months’ journey j but likewife to get them ready for being fent to Europe by the home- 
ward bound (hips. Therefore, after having well 'dried the feed, fpread out the plants, 
and glued them on imperial paper, packed up the birds and infects in cafes, planted the 
live trees, and laid up the bulbous roots in boxes, I font confiderable quantities of each 
to the botanical gardens at Amfterdam and Leyden, by feveral of the homeward bound 
Dutch veffels. What I had ftill remaining, I divided into different parcels, and packed 
up for iny patrons and friends in Sweden, el'pecirdly the ArCliiaters and Chevaliers 
Linnaeus and Baeck, Profeflbr Bergius and Dr. Montn ; thefe I had an opportunity of 
fending in Swedifh Ihips, by the favour of feveral naval officers who honoured me with 
their friendlhip. 

The following months I paffed as I had done the laff year, in “botanizing in the 
environs of the Cape, and in making ftiort cxcurfions into the country, as well as in 
examining and arranging my colledtions, and in making deferiptions of fuch of them 
as were new and before unknown. 

M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, who, being an excellent draughtfman, had accompanied 
M. Commer9on in that capacity in his extenlive travels round the world, and to many 
differerit parts of India, was lately arrived at this town in a French vefl’el from the Ifle 
of France. I had foon an opportunity of making an acquaintance with him at the 
houfe of M. Berg, fecretary of the police, and more particularly while we refided 
together at this gentleman’s villa in the neighbourhood of Conftantij|| where we re- 
mained a few weeks for the fake of botanizing, and of fhooting a great number of 
beautiful Cape buds for the cabinets of the curious in Europe. ' 

* Among 
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Among tn^many excurfions we made together, we refolved, in the middle of January, 
to vifit Tab|e Mountain, and examine what might be the produce of its fummits at 
s this feafon the year. Each of us was furniftied with fire-arms, proviftons, paper, 
and other nj^effaries, which were carried by* two flaves whom we had hired in the 
town for this purpofe. At three o’clock in the morning we quitted our abode, and 
afcended the foot of the mountain before the fun could rife, and by its fcorching rays 
Pender the journey too fatiguing to us. At a little after eight we reached its fummit, 
where it was moderately and agreeably cool. We were alfo recompenfed for our 
trouble by a great number of rare plants, efpecially of the Orchidea^ as they are called, 
which I never afterwar(fc could meet with either here at other feafons, or indeed at, all 
in any other mountain. Among thefe the orchis grandiflordy or difa unifiora (Ber^ 
Iolanta Capenfes'), was confpicuous by its beautiful flowers ; of the ferapias tabularis 
we found only one fpecimen ; the ferapias vielalcaca was diilinguiflied by its black 
and white flowers, the moll uncommon in nature ; and with great difficulty, and at 
the hazard of my life, I got for the firfl and lall time the bide difa hngicornisy which 
is as beautiful as it is lingular in its form. This laft plant grew in one fpot only, on a 
fteep rock, and fo high up, that in order to come at it after we had clambered up the 
fide of the rock as high as we could, I was obliged to get upon the Ihoulders of M. Son- 
nerat, when, with a long fticl^, I beat down five of thefe plants, the only Ipeci- 
mens that were then in bloom. M. Sonnerat, who l?efore had not 4 iad an opportunity 
of colleiling as mahy pl^ts at the foot of the mountain as I had, made in this one 
day only, a colleflion of three hundred diflerent fpecies ; but was fo fingularly unfor- 
tunate, though he had brought with him three pair of (hoes for this excurfion, as to 
return to town barefooted. The number of fharp angular ftones which are rolled 
down from the mountain, and lie both at its foot and in the clefts through which the 
road goes, not only tear the foies, but alfo the upper-leathers of flioes ; fo that your 
thin f rench pumps are by no means fuited for excurfions upon the mountains, which 
require Ihoes made of waxed leather with thick foies. 

1 able Mountain has acquired its name from its appearing from the town and harbour 
as h it were cut fmooth and level like a table. Wlien one is arriv^ on the top of it, 
if appears pretty even in front, but on the other fide it goes oft' in gradual inequalities, 
like very broad fteps. In the clefts on the top there are feveral ftreams, which run 
down to the town and ks environs, and fupply them with good, freftt, and coo? water. 
I could not difeover any vifible fpring, nor any lake with fifh in it, as fome pretend 
there are ; but all the water that was there, was collcaed partly from rain, and partly 
from the clouds, which diffufe themfelves over ihe mountain, without falling down 
below in rain. Oh^he fummit were feveral mouldered and decayed ftones, of a ftrange 
appearance, feeming as if they had been erefted by art. 

Table Mountain is 3350 feet, or, according to the calculation of 
De la Caille, 3353 feet at the weftern angle, which is the lopeft. The Devil’s Moun- 
tain borders upon this to the eaft, and is thirty feet low'er, though on account of its 
peak it appears to be fomewhat higher. Table Mountain conftitutes, with the Devil’s 
and Lion’s Mountains, one mountain, and is connefted with them at the bhttom, 
though it is feparated from them by confiderable vales at the top. • 

One may afeent^ and defeend ’J’ablq Mountain in feveral places,* in front, behind, 
and at the^fides, tllll which paths I reconnoitred this and the following years, in the 
fifteen times that I went up to the fummit in the courfe of my three years abode in the 
neighbourhood. 
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In front the mountain is acceffible only by the large cleft, which is (liftindly feen 
almoft in the middle of the mountain. This afcent is the moft ufed, notwithftanding 
that it is the fteepeft, and particularly near the fummit, where it grows At the fame 
time very narrow, having, as it were, peSrpendicular walls on both iides. / The foot of 
the mountain, below which the town itfelf is fituated, is about a third part of the 
height of the whole mountain ; which gradually fwells, from gently-floping hills, over- 
gro?vn with thicknefs, into fteeper eminences, covered with ftones that have rolled 
down from the fummit ; here the cleft begins, which at firft is about fifty or fixty paces 
broad, but by degrees is contracted to fix or feven, and at the top is almoft choaked 
up with ftones of an enormous bulk. High up in this dleft, I found pieces of a fine 
loofc fand-ftone of various fizes, which, when rolled lower down, crumbled away into 
fmall gravel and fand. 

Table Mountain, as well as the Devil’s and Lion’s, and other mountains, have their 
ftrata or layers in common with thofe of Europe. 'I’he uppcrmoft ftrata are quite hori- 
zontal, but the lower ones lie in an oblique pofition. At top, the rock appears to be a 
kind of fand-ftone, or lava ; the middle ftratqm trapp, and the lowcrmoft flate. On 
the top of Table Mountain there are found both diil'evered ftones, and lirm roc ks pro- 
jecting from the furface, which have mouldered away confiderably, not only at the 
top and fiidcs, but likewife at bottom, fo that large cavities arc fornied in them. 'J'hele 
fubftances are thus' decayed not only by water that has been left in their cavities, but 
evidently by the very air alfo, the rnoifture of which penetrates into the minute and 
fubtle crevices of thefe ftones, and diflblves them. 

Tlie large ftones which have rolled down, and lie on the hills at the foot of the 
mountain, and. have a very ancient appearance, are a kind of trapp, which have exca- 
vations in them of different magnitudes, apparently formed in them by fomeihing that 
has undergone a gradual decay. 'I'befc ftones, as well the large as the fmall, have 
frequently pieces of quartz both in the infide of them and on the furface, which 
evidently fhews that thefe latter have not been forined there, but were inclofed in them, 
as they are not concreted with the ftony matrix, which is tolerably hard, but have 
a fmooth and polifhed furface. 

The rock, in the lowed ftrata of which the mountains are formed, is of a loofo 
texture, of a dark colour, and may be fcratched with a knife. It is fometimes of a 
lighter, or of an afh-colour. Both air and water arc capable ‘of corroding it, fo that 
laminae of a hand’s breadth appear /landing eredl on their edge like a cocjs.’s comb 
cryftal. Thefe lowcrmo/l beds of /late, which are covered on the out/ide with mould 
and grafs, fometimes conftitutc half the height of the mountain. , And thefe beds 
run from fouth to north, not abfolutely in a horizontal direftien, Init funk to the weft- 
ward, and rifing to the ea/tward, with mouldered and /harp- edged lamina:, which are 
continued quite below the furface of the water, as is plainly feen by the rocks in the 
fea, as well thofe that are* above, 'as thofe that arc under water. 

The old hofpital having been for a long time in a ruinous condition, as well as of an 
inconyenient ftru£lure, the Company had refolved to build a new one on a larger fcale, 
and in a more convenient fituation ; for which purpofe proper artifts, with the necef- 
fary tools and materials, had been fent from Holland. The fpot for erefting this edifice 
on was chofen at the eaftern end of the town, between'^able Mountain and the citadel, 
where it would be expofed to the fun and wind. The ground-ftone'w'as laid by Go- 
vernor Van Plettenberg, in the month of November of the preceding year j and the 
building now w6nt on every day, though but very /lowly ; a circlimftance owing to the 
interefted conduft of thofe who were appointed to fuperintend it, who not only gained 
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by protra£ting the work, but alfo employed part of the workmen, jis well as of the 
materials, Cl their own private buildings. 

Two violeint winds chiefly prevail on this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa. The 
one blows boifteroufly almoft every day in fummer, which is called the Gocde Seafon 
(Goede Mouflbn) ; the other in winter, which is called the Bad Seafon (Quaade Moul- 
fon). I’he fouth-eaft wind is violent, and attended with dry and very tine weather ; 
the north-well is tempeftuous, and, for the moft part, accompanied with thowers of 
rain. The former brings Ihort and violent gales, following clofe upon each other, 
which often increafe to that degree of force, as to blow up not only dull and fand, but 
alfo gravel and fmall pebbles into the face of fuch as are expofed to it, who, being 
<ieithcr able to fee nor go forwards, mult either (land ftill, or elfe throw themfelves 
down upon the ground. On fuch occafions, ftrangers frequently exhibit ridiculous 
fcencs, their hats, wigs, or, hair-bags, being carried away by the wind the whole length 
of the llreets. Not only boats, but fmall craft, are likewife fometimes overfet in the 
road, and the people in them loft, as| was three times the cafe this year ; in confe- 
quonce of which, when the wind is higl^ no boat will venture to go to or from the 
Ihips. 

I'he fouth-eaft wind fprings up for the moft part towards noon, after a fine, warm, 
and calm morning ; about eleven, twelve, or one o’cjock, it rifes higher, and keeps up 
till three, four, or .five' o’clock, or even later, frequently leaving* the evening ferene 
and agreeable. Thus the morning may be very warm, and require light clothing ; but 
on the increafe of the wind, the air begins to feel colder, and frequently one finds it 
ncceflary to put on a great-coat. Thefe fudden changes are the caufe that one is very 
liable to catch cold here, and that the inhabitants are in general fubjoitl to rheumatic 
pains. Iliis violent wind, though in fomc refpofts it renders the fummer lefs agreeable 
than it would be othcrwile, yet llill it makes the heat more tolerable. 

Before the fouth-eaft wind begins to blow, the clouds are commonly feen gathering 
upon the mountains ; and labic lVl(?untain in particular, covered at the top with a heap 
of light clouds, appears as if it wore a periwig. On the wind’s increafing, the clouds 
<\re feen precipitating down the fore-part of the mountain, without producing any rain. 
Sometimes, however, it will happen, though feldom, that the wind Aall blow, and no 
clouds lie on the mountain ; likewife, that all the clouds being diffipated on the fore- 
part of the mountain, *thc wind fliall continue with clear and fine weather. Tile fouth- 
call wind is a low wind, driving for the moft part along the ground. The north-weft 
wind alfo is fometimes] obferyed to drive the higher clouds in a diredion contrary to 
that in which the fouth-eaft carries the lower ones, and the birds are feen flying in a 
calm atmofphere’betwefin thefe two contrary currents of air. 

In winter-time the north-weft and fouth-wefl winds prevail, which bring rain, and are 
dangerous for the fhipping that lie in the road, 

Thefe winds change in April, when, by degrees* the fouth-eaft ceafes, and is fuc- 
cceded by the north-weft. So that April and May are months of intermiffion, as well 
as Auguft and September, and, on the days when it does not rain, the moft oleafant 
in the whole year. 

In January, and the month^followlhg, the road is the moft reforted to by Ihips from 
Europe and the IDtift Indies, for the purpofe of taking in refrelhments at a place where 
the air i» wholeforae, and the moft plentiful fupplies to be had of wine and all kind.*; 
of provifions. When a fhip has anchored in the road, nobody from the town is fuf- 
fcred to go on board of her for the firft three days, under a paialty of forty rix- 
dollars. 


The 
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The Cape may. with propriety, be ftyled an inn for travellers to and horn the Eaft 
Indies, who, after feveral months* fail, may here get refrelhments of all kinds, and are 
then about half way to the place of their dellination, whether homeward/br outward 
bound. 

Strangers that arrive here from Europe, are fometimes attacked with a diarrhoea, 
occafioned by the many vegetables and fruits with which this country abounds, but 
which is not of fo dangerous a nature here as at Batavia. 

Such ft rangers as are defirous of fettling in this country, are at liberty here, as in 
Holland, fo get their livelihood in what manner they pleafe or are able, either by a 
handicraft bufmefs or commerce, or, as is moft frequently {he cafe, by both. 

It is a general cuftom in this country to fleep an hour or two in the afternoon, at the. 
time that the heat is the greatcft. 

At table, the uppermoft feat is never given to any of the ^uefts ; but the hoft and 
hoftefs are always feated at the upper end, one on each fide of the table, and the com- 
pany all around. The hoft always advances towards the ftranger w'ho is his gueft, and, 
taking him by the hand, enquires after his health. If the perfon comes on horfeback 
or in a carriage, he is invited to alight and walk in. The lady of the houfe does not 
rife, but falutes him by a nod of the head. 

The French were at this time in very little eftimation, on the one hand, becaufe they 
generally came without ready money, and were obliged to trade on, credit, or elfe with 
bills of exchange ; and, on the other, becaufe the African colonifts feared, that if a 
war broke out, thefe ftrangcrs would aflift in taking the place ; in which refpcdf, they 
thought themfelves more fecure with refpeft to the Englifti, with whom they were in 
alliance. A French officer, though dreffed to the beft advantage, and frequently wear- 
ing a ftar on his breaft, as a mark of his merit and his King’s favour, had but little 
refpeft paid him ; whereas an Englifh mate of a fliip, with his hair about his ears, was 
much elteemed on account of his being flufh of money, and of his nation’s being in 
alliance with Holland. Yet it was the French whd’ moft enriched the Cape incrchantvS. 
as, on account of the credit they took, they were obliged to pay more than others, 
and, at the fame time, had occafion for a greater quantity of merchandize, not only for 
their fhips, but alfo for their garrifon in the Ifle of France. 

The coins current here come either from Europe or the Fall Indies. 'I'he moft 
common from Europe, w'hich is here always termed the MotherXountry (Vaderland), 
are ducatoons, ftiillings, and doits (Duyfen). Ducatoons, either old or new, are, like 
every other fpecies of coin, of more value here than in Europe, in general 25I. per 
cent, more, that is to fay, twelve {hillings, or feventy-two ftivers. The {hillings are 
feldom any thing more than Seftehalves, fuch as in Holland are'worth five ftivers arid a 
half. Two-pences (Dubbeltjes), and fingle pence (or ftivers), are fcarce ; as alfo are 
ducats, and the gold coin called Riders (Goude Reijers). Hutch guilders are^hardly ever 
letf”* ^ Cape guilders are imaginary, and reckoned to thofe mat receive falaries, at 
the rate of fikt^een ftivers each. A rix-dollar is valued at eight {hillings, and a ducat 
at eightern. Spainifh piaftres (Spanfe Matten) are willingly taken at the rate of nine 
Hutch ficellings. V>om various places of the Eaft Indies, rupees of different kinds are 
imported,* which are t r,uivalent to half a rix-dollSr, anc^afs current with every body. 
No money is coined, or buffered to be coined in this country. • 

The kind of com gene.-.^lly cultivated in this country is wheat, and it richly rep^s 
the labour of the hulbandm^^ Small quantities have been exported to the Indies for 
the ufe of the better fort of Poopig there ; but the voyage has Been looked upon as 
too long, and the freight too eJ.„gjjfive to fend any to Europe, till the preceding and 
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this prefcfit ytear, when fome has been fent to Holland, where it has been found to 
be much heavier than the European wheat. Poland, the granary of' Holland, having 
for feveral years paft been vifited by war, and partly laid wafte, and the crops having 
been in general bad all over Europe, the Dutch Eaft India Company determined to 
fend fome fmall veffels to the Cape to import wheat ; and laft year they fent one veffel, 
and this year two frigates. For a freight of wheat, the farmer is paid eighteenirix-dollars. 
A freight contains ten Muddes, or about twenty bufhels. 

Rye is fcarcely ever fown here, except in fmall quantities for pleafure, or elfe by 
fome farmer, who choofes to ufe the ftraw for thatchings, inftead of the rejlio 
dichotomus. , * 

The olive-fhrub (oka Europaa) was common on the hills near the town, as well as 
m otlier places. The leaves are narrower than in the European olive ; and the fruit 
fcldom comes to maturity. For this reafon it is not ufed for prefling oil out of it, but 
frequently as an aflringent in diarrhoeas. In other refpeffs, this fhrub fo nearly refem- 
bk's the European, that it cannot polTibly be of a different fpedies. 

At^the farms and villas near the town, European trees are frequently planted for 
the fake of ornament and fhade, fuch as the oak, chefnut, pine, myrtle, lemon, and 
orangc-trecs, which, when in bloflTom, difl'ufcd the moft fragrant odour. 

The fummer in J^iurope has a much more agreeable appearance, with its leaf- 
bedecked woods and flowery meads, which, after a ^rlorn and dreary winter, fo infi- 
nitely cheer our eyes, than it does here, where no meadows are feen ; and the woods 
arc full of prickles, and of a inelanclioly afped. In the meadows In Europe the 
ground is covered fo thick with grafs, as to appear like a carpet ; but here the fialks 
of the grafs arc at a confiderable diftance from each other, and exhibit jn the intervals 
between them, the bare and fandy ground. 

As there are no foreffs in the vicinity of the town, except the few fmall ones that 
lland high up in the clefts of the mountains, wood, which is ufed in the kitchen only, 
is both dear and fcarce. Almofl aK the fuel ufed here, is brought in by the Haves, 
who obtain it by digging up the roots of protea, and lopping ofl:' the branches of the 
underwood. Of this brufliwood, together wilfc the roots, the flave makes two fepa- 
rate faggots, and tying one to one end, and the other to the other end of a flick, 
carries them home on his flioulders. Two of thefe faggots, to make which it is a day’s 
work, fell for two Ikelkngs. 

Evtry^flave is obliged to earn for his mafter two fkelUngs daily, which makes about 
eighty rixdollars in a year ; fo that in a few years the mafter gets his purchafe-money 
back again, though the flave, by fuch a heavy rental, cannot obtain the remilTion of any 
part of his flavery^ which increafes with his years, and is cemented with his blood. 

Tamarinds, on account of the acid they contain, Avere fometimes ufed inftead of 
vinegar, in this manner : the pulp of them were rubbed on beef, cut into thin flices, 
which, after being dried a little in the fun, were fryed in a frying-pan, and were very 
tender, and well-tafted. 

Cauliflowers, which in the gardens of the Cape, and efpecially in Robben liland, 
that lies juft before the harbour, are brought to fuch perfedion, as not to be equalled 
in any other part of the world, are frequently pickled in vinegar, with Cayenr* pepper 
(or eap/tcum), and afterwards eafen with meat by way of fallad. 

Some of the farms near the Cape had fences made of pieces of iron-ore (Yzer 
Klippen), which Avere found in the environs. 

The arBopus echimtus (Ziekte Trooft) a low umbelliferous plant without ftalk, 
aifd even with the furface of the ground, grew in common near the town, on the clay 
• I hills 
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hills below the mountains. On account of the hard prickles it bore,^ as ^ell on its 
leaves as on its ripe feeds, it was a terrible plague, efpecially to the flaves, who go bare- 
foot, and are frequently wounded by it. 

One of the Ihips belonging to the fleet that arrived at this time from Holland, 
brought the corpfe of the governor Rheede van Oudfliorn, who died on his palTage 
thither. The admiral’s Ihip came into port with her colours lowered half-way, to fig- 
nify its lofs. I'he corpfe was brought on fliore, with all the pomp ufual at the inter- 
ment of a governor ; the bells tolled, and the fliips in the road fired a gun every 
minute, which did not a little contribute to the pomp and awfulnefs of the ceremony. 
Before the corpfe, two led horfes went in proceflion, followed by the feeptre, and the 
armorial bearings of the deceafed ; and after it came trumpets, kettle-drums, foldiers, 
and burghers, on horfe-back, commanded by the major. By the death of this gentle- 
man, whofe favour I had previoully acquired at Amfterdam, I fuftained a great lofs, 
with regard to the powerful fupport and afliftance which he“ had given me reafon to ex- 
pe£l from him, in his capacity of governor, in my excurfions into the country. 

During my ftay in town, 1 vifited feveral times the Leeuwve Kop (Lion’s Head), a 
mountain that ftands to the weft- ward of’^Table Mountain, and rifes almoft to an 
almoft inacceflible peak ; from this peak it runs out in a long Hoping ridge, and termi- 
nates in a curved eminence, called the Leeuwe Staart (Lion’s Tail). Below its peak, 
the Leeuwe Kop is, fo fteep in one place, that if one wifhes to afeend to it, a cord muft 
be faftened to the rock, by the help of which, one muft clambet up by a fide that is 
almoft perpendicular. The uppermoft layer I found to confill of a loofe red land, 
w'hich crumbles away, and falling down, leaves great cavities behind it. On the very 
top of the peak, where a perpetual guard is placed for the purpofe of difeovering (he 
approach of Ihips, there is a fmall hut, with a fire-place in it for drefiing provifions ; 
three guns, one of which is fired for every fhip that is feen ; and a flag-flalT to hoift 
a flag on. By the number of guns fired, government is immediately infornwd whether 
it is a Angle fhip or a fleet that approaches. lx the evening, the centinel goes down 
to his houfe, which is fituated in the cleft between Table Mountain and the Lion’s 
Head. When thfj fhips that are deferied, approach, a flag is hoifted on the Lion’s 
Back (Leeuwe Rug), and, when they enter the harbour, the colours are hoifted bn 
the citadel, till they have faluted it. If any fhip fhould come wdthin fight of the ('ape, 
and afterwards pafs by it, the flag on the Lion’s Back is ftruck,«,as foon as it difappears. 
The flag that is hoifted varies every month, and is like a watch-word on the field of 
battle ; for the colour of the flag is appointed by the direftors in Europe, and made 
known only to the refpedive regencies at Batavia and the Cape, and in fealed letters 
to the captains of the outward and homeward bound fhips. Thus the captains of the 
fhips may difeover, if on a hidden eruption of war, the Cape is fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, and in fuch cafe keep away from the harbour. In time of war, when 
any great fleet is defcrie^ making its approach, the whole colony through the interior 
parts may be fummoned with the greateft expedition, by the firing of "^uns, the hoift- 
ing of flags, and the kindling of fires, which are difpofed at certain places, and diftri- 
buted at fuch diftances, that thefe fignals may always be feen or heard from one place 
to the hcxt. 

Robben Ifland is fituated at the entrance of .the harbour, about, four miles from the 
town. I’he fliips that run into the harbour muft always pafs by this ifland, which 
then hoifts the Dutch flag. Sometimes, when a ftrong fouth-eaft wind prevents the 
fhips from entering, they anchor befide it. This ifland was formerly the refort of a 
great number of feals^ whence it alfo derives its name j but now thefe animals having 
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been driven away from it, it is become the retreat of chameleons, quails, and prifoners 
for life (called here Ban^tti), who are obliged to colleft every day on the fea-lhore a 
certain quantity of lliells, which are burned tp make lime for the buildings ereded 
by the company. Thefe prifoners for life are not only blapk flaves who have 
been guilty of mifdemeanors, but alfo Europeans, who have committed heinous 
crimes. 

’ Though the Lutherans in this town were numerous, yet they had not a church^of 
their own. The bigotted zeal of the Calviniflic clergy had hitherto been able to pre- 
vent fo beneficial an inftitutiqn from taking place, as that of an edifice to the glory of 
that God, whom they thcmfelves profefled to worftip, and for the ufe and convenience 
of their fellow-citizens. The Lutherans were thus under the neceffity of performing 
their public worfliip in a loft, which they had fitted up for that purpofe. Still, how- 
ever, they had not an opportunity of celebrating divine fervice oftener than when any 
Swedilh Ihip arrived, the chaplain of which underftood and /poke the German lan- 
guage. On fuch occafions, all'o, the holy communion was celebrated, and the money 
that was put into the plate became the property of the minifter. 

The Ihips now failed in different fquadrons fucceflively for Europe, a few only at a 
lime, as in time of peace may be done with fafety. On the other hand, if peace is at 
all dubious, or a war breaks out, they go a great many together, in two or three fleets. 

It will fometimes ht^pen, and that even by permilfion, that a foldiCT and a failor iliall 
change places, and fucceed each other in their refpeftive fervices. 

Before a fliip fails, the account is made out of every man on board, which accounts 
arc fent with the lliip, or elfe may be taken out at the pay-office by fuch as cliufe fo to do ; 
fo that every one may know what is due to him of his pay. If any one fettles in a place, 
and gets other employment in the fervice, he may take up his pay every third or fourth 
month, but the guilder is then eftimated at fifteen or fixteen /livers only, fo that the 
lofs is confiderable. But if he chufes t^ leave it untouched till the end of the year, his 
account is made out in the month of Augu/t, when the books are clofed, which account 
he may negociate at eighteen, nineteen, and fometimes twenty, /livers per guilder, and 
thus lofe little or nothing. A bill of this kind is like a bill of exchange, for wliich the 
Dutch Ea/l India Company gives the full value in Europe, and which, in the mean- 
time, is readily accepted J.iy merchants, and others who want to remit money to Eyrope. 
Otherwife, as twenty-five per cent, is gained on all money exported from Holland, in 
like manner twenty-five per cent, is lo/l on all money that is carried back in fpecie to 
Holland. 

Th^ effedts of th^ failors and foldiers who have been taken into the hofpital, and died 
there, are fold by audlion, and chiefly at that period, when the greate/l number of 
4)atients is brought in, and when the greateft number dies. Tiie money is laid out on 
their interment. In general the corpfe is fewed up in a cloth, and carried out in a 
hearfe; but if the cfiedls of the dcceafed, after the Be/l part* of them have been em- 
bezzled, /till amount to a linall fnm of money, a coffin is bellowed upon him often rix- 
dollars value. If what the defimdl has h ft behind him amounts to /till more mon«y, it 
is expended in wine at the funeral ; and,grcat care is always taken that nothing fliould 
be left for his relations and heirs. In general, at fuch audlions the whole cheft, o*pened, 
but not always thoroughly examined, is Ibid at a venture. 

Tlte Capb lob/ler Qanar arilos'), which is caught here, is equal in fize to that 
(^gammarus) which is taken near the Swedi/h coalts, but has no harge claws, and is 
craggy all over, and covered with eredt prickles. It ha.s a /trong and not very agree- 
able ta/le. 
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Ilie Medufa’s head (ajierias c&put Medt^a\ cme ©f -the moft £n(gular UmI curious 
animals ki nature, was fomerimes caught hi the ocean off Cape. It is but rarely 
that it is found thrown drad upcwa the^lhore. In tH'der to preferve it whole Sad un- 
damaged for the cabinets in Europe, it muft be caught far out in the fea by hlhermeti, 
who muft take great care that they do not break off any of its litnibs, and that the animai 
do not too much contrad and entangle its outermoft and moft flender branches. TSie 
animal, when alive, or juft after it is dead, is of a reddifti or deep carnation colour ; 
and, on being dried, turns greyifh. It ftould be dried in the ihade during fine wea- 
ther, and in an (^en place, where the wind has free agcefs to it ; for in the fun the- 
animal melts away, and, if placed too much in the (bade, ^t might chance to pHitrily. 
For this wonderful animal the fifhermen frequently ^t fix, nay even fometimes t«i, ilx- 
dollars. It may be fent to Europe m a box filled with carded cotton. 

On the Ihore juft before the town were found various forts of bivalve Ihells, and ef- 
pecially many large and beautiful fpecies of patella. 

Strand Dubbeltie was the name given to an umbilicus veneris, or the upper valve of a 
cockle-fheii, which was covered all over with tubercles. 

Below the mountains, and near the fhore, are feveral hillocks of fand of different 
fizes, which are drift-fancl, and fome change their place twice a year, according to the 
winds that prevail. Some of them have already ^gun to fettle and acquire folidity, 
and are covered with fome few plants. 

Among thefe the ridge of fand-hills below the Lion^s Tail is remarkable, which feems 
plainly to indicate the manner in which mountains were formerly produced, and their 
different ftrata formed. This ridge of fand, which ftands juft before the battery, runs 
from fouth to*north, and keeps in the fame line as the mountains near the Cape and in all 
the country do, inclining more or lefs to the eaft or weft, and confequently in the fame 
direction as the winds that prevail here. It increafes every year to the northward, quite 
down to the fea-ftiore. At the weftern end it fupiis a curve, and goes off with a gradual 
flope, a circumftance which is occafioned either by the adjacent fand-hill that runs in the 
fatne direction, and is folid and firm, and is ufed for a place of execution, or elfe by the 
Lion’s "^ail, which impedes the pafl'age of the wind. The fand of this ridge is loofe, 
and driven to and fro in funimer ; in winter it is fomewhat firmer from the rain, but 
ftill aluioft as loofe as a heap of drift-fnow. Some parts of it may probably be a little 
more firm than the reft. Juft as the fand is driven, the ftrata are formed, and they lie 
here, as in the mountains, inclining obliquely towards the horizon. Some layers are 
loofer, others again harder, according as the drift-fandwas more or lefs pure, or mixed, 
before it w^as hardened by the rain. Thefe ftrata run either in a ftraight line» or in 
waves, or ftreaks of black and white fand, which at a diftance give the whole ridge the 
appearance of an agate. The black fand is thrown up by the fea, as well as the white. 
I’he former is in a finall quantity, and the latter is driven more by the wind, and forms 
hills. This ridge of I'afid lies dir<^ly oppofite to the tranverfe end of Table Mountain. 
The top of it is level, and of a middling height j towards the fouth it goes off gradually 
with' a long flope ; to the northward it is fteep, where the fand is carried far over the 
fpot below, which is fhcltered by the ridge from the wind. The wind can, in the fpace 
of one day, lay fand an inch deep upon its furface, which cofnmonl^ does not fall 
equally, but here and there in fpots. Stones, and other things that lie in the way, are 
bare on the fouthern fide, but on the northern are covered with a ridge of land running 
out in a point, juft as the fnow is difpofed in the northern regions, when it fells with a 
high wind. In the fame manner the ftrata of mountains appear to have been formdd by 
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the winds and waves, and to have derived their origin from the fame caufe, viz. from 
the two predominant winds. 

The ^hido geometrka was known here by the appellation of the Syren (Syrentie). 
This land-tortoife, which probably is the moft beautiful of its kind, was found very 
common in the fandy downs among the bufhes. The Ihells of fuch as were very fmall, 
and confequently the moft beautiful, were ufed for making fnuff-boxes. 

Round the hills near the Cape grew the elifortia rufcifoUa^ and the borboma lanceolaftiy 
much refembling juniper trees, and like the polygala beijieria, with their lharp leaves 
pricking the foot-paffengers > while the ajparagus capenftSy with its recurved thorns, 
tore their clothes and retirded their paffage, for which reafon it has received from the 
iniiabitants the name of Wakt en JBeetje, ftop a bit. 

The tulbaghia aliacea (Wilde Knooflook, or Wild Garlic), which grew both in the 
fands near the Cape and in dther places in the country, was ufed in heftic fevers, either 
boiled in water or in fome kind of foup. • 

At feveral farms near the Cape 1 had an opportunity of feeing wine made, and of 
receiving information with refped to the various forts of wine, which are made here in 
great quantities. The prefting, which is done in March, is performed in general, for 
want of proper tools and contrivances, in a more Ample manner here than it is in 
Europe. The flaves gather the grapes, and put thfim into a large veffel. For the 
preffing they make ufe of a veffel, the bottom and fides of which are bored full of 
holes ; this veffel is fet in the infide of a larger veffel upon a crofs piece of wood laid 
at the bottom of the latter ; this outllde veffel has a fpigot and fawcet, through which 
the juice, as fell it is preffed out, may run into a tub placed beneath. The grapes 
being laid in the inner veffel, heaped up to the brim, three or four flaves*, after having 
previoufly waflicd their feet very clean in a tub of water Handing at the fide, get into 
the veflel that contains the fruit, and holding themfelves fall by a rope fixed to the 
ceiling, trample upon the grapes, and /queeze out the juice as long as they are able. 
In the mean time, the mull that runs out is put into large high veffels to ferment. If 
the aperture 's obHrufted by grapes or ftalks, fo that the juice cannpt eafily run ont, 
they pulh them away with a Hick to the end of which a few briftles are fixed. The 
trodden grapes, before they are ferther preffed, are put, ftalks and all, upon a coarfe 
ftrainer (or the bottom *of a bed) made of rattans, on which they rub the fruk with 
their hands, till the hulks go through it ; the ftallu in the mean>time remsuning be- 
hind, which are now feparated and thrown away, as they are fuppofed to make the 
wine auftere and bitter. The hulks are then put into the fermenting-veffel, which the 
next morning is in ftill fermentation, during which procefs the thick parts fubfid^ 
and the mull grows clear, when it is barrelled off, by putting a wicker-balket into 
the bung-hole of the barrel, and filtering the wine through it. 'I’he grounds, which 
remain in the fermenting-veffel, are afterwards put into a fquare veffel or vat, pierced 
full of holes at the fides and bottom, which vat is placed on a crofs piece ot wood 
in a larger veffel, with a fpigot and lawcet at the fide. At the top there is a ferew of 
wood or metal, by means of which the laft drop of juice is preffed out froifi the 
hulks. From the dregs and hulks, that remain over from the laft prelfing, baandy is 
dillilled. No yeaft. is ufed for accejerating the ferrifentation. ’The white and 
great grapes yield white wine, and the red, red wine. The mufeadine grape, both 
red and white, produces the Conllantia wine, and the blood red grape, the wine 
call^ Pontac. Name? are bellowed accordmgly as they refemble more or lefs . the 
produfls of the European grapes, though the refemblance is not always perfefl. 

‘*2 A great 
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A great number of dogs are frequently kept in the farms ; they follow the cattle 
into the fields along with the Have, keep wild hearts away from the farm, foraetimes 
protect the matter from the outrages of his (laves, and are ferviceable in hunting and 
on journeys. 

The horns of the rhinoceros were kept by fome people both in town and country, 
not only as rarities, but alfo as ufeful in difeafes, and for the purpofe of. detecting 
peifon. As lo the former of thefe intentions, the fine (havings of the horns taken in- 
ternally, were fuppofed to cure convulfions and fpafms in children. With refpeft to 
the latter it was generally believed, that goblets made of thefe horns in a turner’s lathe, 
would difeover a poifonous draught that was put into them, T>y making the liquor fer- 
ment till it ran quite out of the goblet. Such hofns as were taken from a yourtjj 
rhinoceros calf that had not yet copulated, were faid to be the bed, and the mod to 
be depended upon. Of thefe goblets are made, which afe fet in gold and filver, and 
made prefeiits of to kii;gs, people of diftinftion,*and particular friends, or elfe fold at 
a high price, fometimes at the rate of fifty rix dollars a goblet. The horn is of a 
conical form, thick at the bottom, and truncated at the top, a foot long frequently 
in old rhinocerofes, and is placed forward on their fnout. I'wo or three inches from 
this, the African two-horned rhinoceros has another fmaller and lho:ter horn. In 
colour, it moft rpfembles the horn of a bullock. When I tried thefe horns, both 
wrought into goblets, and unwrought, both old and young hofns, with feveral forts 
of poifons, weak as well as (trong, I obferved not the lead motion or effervelcence j 
but when a folution of corrofive fublimatc, aqua pbag<xdenica, or other fimilar fub- 
rtances, w-as poured into one of thefe horns, there arofe only a few bubbles, jiroJuced 
by the air, which had been inclofed in the pores of the horn, and w'hich was now dif- 
engaged from it. 

'I’hough few countries can boaft of fo much venifon and game as this colony, ftill 
here, as in Europe, at a certain time of the year, hunting and fliooting are prohibited. 
Thus from May to Auguft, nobody is allowed to hunt or liioot, at lead near the 
town. 

The hofpital I very feldom vifited, as I could not polTibly derive any improvemcht 
from any thing 1 faw there. I obferved, liowever, in this place, what 1 never faw any 
where elfe, viz. that the attendants on the lick were provided with ropes eiuls, with 
which they now and then corredled turbulent patients. Mirum fane morborum remedium! 
Both in the hofpital and on board of their (liips, the Company had for t'he greater 
part ignorant and unfliilful furgeons ; and, in general, when a (kilful furgeon w-as 
found among them, he was a foreigner. When emetics or fucU kind of remedies 
were preferibed, they were fometimes written down on the head-board of the bed ; 
and of other medi« ities, a dofc was commonly adminidered immediately, which were 
carried ready made up in a box jfter the furgeon, when he vifited the patients. What 
mod contributes in this place to the recovery of the lick, is the excellent refrelhments 
of fredi meat and vegetables, that are to be had here. The principal furgeon 
makefe his report to the governor every day of the number and date of the pa- 
tients. A 

At Zeeko valley the com^ny has a farm, where draw {rejiio tcBormi) is cut and 
prepared for the purpofe of thatching, as follows : a bundle or (heaf, after it is cut, is 
held by the top, and all tiie (horter dalks that are loofe in it, are (haken b(F from it. 
Thq remaining Jong ones are then fpread out in rows to dry, and afterwards tied up in 
bundles. With this the houfes are commonly thatched both in town and country ; and 
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fomedmes whole huts are built witli it. A roof made of it lafts twenty or thirty years, 
and would laft much longer if the fouth-caft wind did not blow a great deal of dirt 
between the thatch, in confequence of whit^ it rots the fooner. 

Near Muyfenberg (or Moufe mountain) the wax-flirubs (jnyrica quercifolla and cor- 
difolia) grew in abundance along the fliore. The berries of them are quite round, full 
. of knobs, foft, and of the fize of a pea. The berries themfelves are quite black, but 
covered with a farina of a whitifli-grey colour. They are gathered in their ripe ftatc' in 
the month of March, and boiled in water till all the white powder^ is melted off, and 
floats on the furface of thf water like fat ; this, when Ikimmed off and cooled, grows 
hard, alinoft like wax? and is of a grecnilh-grey or afli colour. The farmers ufe it. 
for candles, when they get anjr quantity of it, and the Hottentots eat it like fo much 
cheefe. 

In the fandy plains new the Cape, and chiefly near the larger farms, the goldfinch 
(Joxia orix) was feen now in the Jlfdfl: of fuminer, very beautiful, of a crimfon colour, 
and in infinite numbers. Juft when the corn grows ripe, he acquires his furnmer-drefs ; 
his brownilh grey feathers on the throat and back become gradually of a red colour, 
and leave only the wings and tail unchanged. The hen does not come in for her lhare 
of this beautiful attire, but remains the whole year of a grey-brown hue. 

The country-people feldom make any cheele ; and when they did, which was chiefly 
out of curiofity, the cheefes were fmall, thin, and of an indifferent tafte ; the caufe of 
which probably is the milk, which, it mull be confeffed, is poor enough compared to 
the fine rich milk produced in Holland. 

The cows, as well as the other cattle, go to the field the whole year throughout, 
being driven home in the evening, and lie within fences in the open air. 'I’he grafs 
which they feed on in thofe extenfive plains, and which is tlic belt and raoft copious in 
winter-time, in confequence of the ram, and worll in furnmer on account of the licat 
and drying winds, is in general har(ji and coarfe. Hence the cows give little milk, and 
that but indifferent. For this reafon, the cattle degenerate to a certain degree in the 
courle of a few years, 'fhe homed cattle, of wJ)ich the peafants herds in this country 
• confift, are of Dutch extradion, it is true, but arc at prefent greatly degenerated. A 
Dutch cow that is brought hither, and has coft forty or fifty rix-dollars, gives more 
milk than three othe|^, but its offspring degenerates, and the third or fourth is exadtly 
like the reft, which frcquentlv give no more than a quart of milk a day. 

Frelft butter, which in general is made from new milk, is fold in the town for eight, 
twelve, or fixteen ftivers, and falt-butter at two, four, or fix ftivers, per pound. I'he 
price, however,, varies^ with, the confumption. 

Though the country is inhabited by colouifts, ftill the farms are not all held in the 
fame manner. That trad of country which is neareft to the town and harbour, or in 
the vicinity of them, has been fold by the Hottentots for tobacco, brandy, and other* 
commodities. The other extenfive trads of land ’were afterwards taken poffeflion of 
gradually by the colonifts. Thus the farms which are fituated neareft to the Cape, as 
far as Picquet-berg, and a little beyond it, are freeholds, or lands which are* the un- 
conditional property of the colonift, for which he pays no quit-rent, and wfjich he is 
at liberty to dilpofe of. Ibe other farms farther up the country, on the otlier fide of 
the mountains, are called Copyholds,* which the colonifts have occupied with the per- ’ 
milfinn df the governor, and for each of which twenty-four rix-dollars are paid yearly 
to the Company in line, which cannot be fold or transferred to one elfe without 
fhe permiffion of the governor. The buildings upon the premifes may be fold, it is 
true, but not the land. 
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Planks and boards, as well as beams for building, were extremely dear, as they were 
fearce, and brought a great way from the inland parts of the country, fo that the 
greateft i»rt of them mull be imported from Europe or the Eaft Indies. They are 
generally fold by meafure, planks felling for two Ikellings a foot. 

Sheep’s-dung was frequently ufed for manuring the vineyards, and horfe-dung for 
the gardens. Sheep’s-dung often lies in the Iheep-folds to the depth of a yard and 
more.. 

Wheat-fields, vineyards, and gardens, are very numerous about the farms in the 
vicinity of the town and harbour, and there they have but few cattle. The vineyards 
•in the neighbourhood of the Cape, the grapes of which being larger and riper, yield 
the belt' and moll delicious wine, and confequently the more profitable, occafion the 
cultivation of wheat to be neglcfled in proportion, which' is relinquiflied to the farmers 
that live farther up in the country. The wheat-fields are often left lallow for fevei al years, 
as every hufbandman has a great quantity of land, ^ich he can afford to keep unem- 
ployed. Whenwer either a new field, or a field that has lain lallow for fevcral years, 
is to be put in order, which is a difficult piece of work, fuch ground is firft ploughed 
in the month of Auguft, and then again in May, after being previoufly fowed. The 
African ploughs have two wheels, one of which is fmaller than the other. 

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he mult be enrolled, and every year 
he mult refort to the place of rendezvous, in order to perform his exercife. On this 
occafion he mult take the oath of allegiance. When a fether has two fons in the mi- 
litia, he himfelf is exempt from duty. Thcfe reviews, both of horfe and foot, are 
held every year, in the town for the burghers, and at Stellenbofch and Zwellendam for 
the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one negledls to appear at thel'e rendez- 
voufes, he is fined. 

The farmers fell their merchandizes at the Cape, either to the Company or the 
burghers, but are not permitted to difpofe of any thing to ftrangers. 

Befides the regency which is refident in the town, the country is governed by two 
courts of judicature, at which a landroft prefides. 

Stellenbofch is a village confifting of thirty houfes and upwards, with a church ; here 
a landroft refides, under wbofe jurifdiflion comes that part of the country which is 
fituated to the north and north-weft ; the other part of the colony that lies to the eaft- 
ward is under the fway of the landroft at Zwellendam. Stellenbofch is fituated in a 
narrow valley between liigh mountains, which are open to the fouth-weft or towards 
Falfe Bay. It has two ftreets with oak trees planted in . them, and a river running 
through them. 

Franfchehock ftands not far from Stellenbofch, below the mountains, and in the 
cleft of a mountain. 1c is remarkable for being the place which, immediately after the 
foundation of the town, was inhabited by the French refugees, who, between the years 
1680 and 1690, removed father from Holland, and firft began to plant vineyards in 
this country. 

Drakaiftein allb is a colony in the neighbourhood of the former, and fituate under 
the fame rjdge of mountains. The mountains her,e extend from north to fouth, juft as 
they do near the town ; and this direftiog of them is the caufe that the farms that are 
fituated in valleys between two mountains have thar day and night at different timbs. 
Thofe who live under the mountains on the weftem fide have day-light firft, as ‘the fun, 
having peached the, tops of the mountains, which are frequently coyered with hail, and 
thence appear white, in an inftant illuminates the whole weftem fide; while, on the 
other hand, thofe who live on the eaftem fide of the valley, fee the fun longer in the 
evenings, the other fide at the fame time appearing to them enveloped in darknefs and 

12 a light*. 
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a light-blue mift, while they themfelves continue to enjoy the moll delightful fun- 
ihine. 

Next to the Cape, towards the north, and direftly oppofite to the town, are the ‘ 
Tigers Mountains, which are in the fame direftion with the Olyfant’s Kop, and* «he 
Blauwe Berg, or Blue Mountains, all of which are feparated from each other by 
. valleys. 

Neither burghers nor hufbandmen have a right to marry till they have obtaintx! the 
governor’s confent. As foon as any perfon has obtained this, which is ufually alked on 
Thurfdays, the bridegroom receives an order, which, in the prefence of the bride, he 
delivers to the jufticiiry ; who, after having carefully examined matters, and found* 
■that the parties are not too neaj* related, gives alfo his confent to the match, and allows 
the banns to be publilhed three Sundays following, in the ufual manner, from the 
pulpit. 

So that when the farmers take ibeir annual journey up to town to fell their commo- 
dities, buy the necelfary articles for their families, and pay their taxes, thw mull always 
take that opportunity of being united* in the bands of wedlock, or of having their 
children baptized at their pariln church. 

Should the governor refufe any one his permiffion to marry, ftill he cannot prevent 
the parties contradled from living together, who, ill fuch cafes, aje frequently obliged 
to put off their nuptials till the arrival of another governor, whofe confent they may 
obtain. Sometimes it happens that the bride has recourfe to the jufticiary, who may 
think proper to order the marriage to be confummated. In this cafe, if the bridegroom 
be at that timfe engaged in the Company’s fervice,* he may have the misfortune to be 
fent away by the governor to fome place in the Eafl Indies. The fail* fex here, in ge- 
neral, marry very young, and, as the boundaries of the colony have been much ex- 
tended of late, the increafe of population has likewife been very great. 

The country-people have provificais in abundance, but are frequently in want of fur- 
niture. One frequently fees chairs and tables made by the farmer himfelf, which he 
covers v. 'th calf-fldn, or makes of platted leathern /traps. The floors in the houfes are 
* formed of earth, beaten down hard and fmooth. In order to make* them hard and firm, 
they are overlaid either with a mixture of water and cow-dung, or with bullock’s 
blood, which renders»them at the fame time rather flippery. • 

Various forts of fruits, befides raifins, were dried for the ufe of the Ihips. 

In winter, fait meat is fometimes eaten, though very rarely ; but fcarcely any is fold 
to the /hips. • 

When a farnii is fold in the country, the bargain is concluded, and the farm paid 
for in gilders, three of which are reckoned to a rix-dollar 

The town as well as country-people look upon this country, or their mother-land, as 
they term it, to be far fuperior to others, as it produces every neceflary of Ufe in abun-* 
dance ; though at the fame time, they are confciqus that Europe, their father-land, muft 
fumifh them with every thing elfe, even to the very plough-lhare, with which they till 
this their fertile country. * 

In the various excurfions I made into the country, this as well as the preceding years, 

I have been more.and more convinced, that the whole promontory*, called the Cape, is 
nothing but a mountain ; for all the ndges and chains of mountains, as well the greateft * 
as the fmalleft, run between fouth-eaft and north- weft, and thus take the lame diredion 
as the violent winds that prevail in this country. They alfo run pan^lel to, but ?it une- 
qual diftances from each other, fo that fome of the vales that are intapofed betwe«i 
them, are broad, and frequently inhabited, while others again are very narrow. To- 
wards 
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wai*^8 the north-weft, I have not had an opportunity of feeing their termination ; they 
probably run that way as far as to the fea, without leaving any path for walking on the 
fhore. Towards the fouth-eaft, all of them, except Hottentot Holland’s mountain, ter- 
n^ate in a gentle declivity, before they reach the fea-fliore. It is fmgular, that when 
one goes from the town into the country, from fouth to north, and pall'es over a moun- 
tain, the country on the farther fide is found to be more elevated; and if we travel fe 
the mountains that we meet with farther on, the height of the country ftill increafes, 
and fo on for three or four days journey. So that the country between thefe ridges is 
nothing but a vale, which is fo broad as to have obtained I'y? name of a province, and 
'is adorned with feveral farms. On afeending the mountains fufrounding fuch valleys, 
we fee fimilar ridges and valleys in miniature, but much fmaller, and rarely inabited. 
The diftances between fome of the ridges may be fix miles and more, between others 
only two or three, and on the tops of the mountains no rtore than a Hones throw. 
Such a traft of land, hpwuver, is npt plain and level, like a meadow, but deeper in the 
middle, where the tlecpeft rivers, formed by the conjunclion of feveral branches in one, 
run parallel with the ridges of the mountains themfelves, aiid it gradually rifes higher 
on each fide, in proportion as we approach the mountains. 

Near the Cape, which forms the Ibuthernraoii; angle of the triangle of Africa, the 
mountains have the jeaft extent. ^I’he larther on<,‘ advances up into the country, and 
the broader it grows, the longer arc the ridges Ibrmcd by the mountains. And the far- 
ther one proceeds among the mountains, and the higher the country is, the colder one 
always finds the climate. In winter there falls fnow, or what is mure frequently the 
cafe, hail, the depth of fix inches or more, which lies feveral days, and'^n the tops of 
mountains for wdeks together, without melting. In the month of Otlober I obferved 
the hail ftill lying on the fnow-white tops of the mountains, while the country below 
was clad in its richeft fummer attire. Likewife in proportion as ihe cold increafes in 
confequence of the elevation of the countr\, all vegetables are later produced, 'fhe 
difference I found here and in fome other places, to amount to as much as two months. 
Near the Cape, therefore, all plants and flowers make their appearance the fooneft, the 
country there being *lower, and the air milder. In like manner, the whole fouthern 
coaft, where the mountains go off with a gradual declivity, is always tiie wanneft, and 
is for thic reafon the moil populous and beft inhabited part of the whole colony. 

This defeription of the extent, appearance, and height of the mountains, together 
with the nature of the country, I hope may throw rather more light tm the geography 
of this part of Africa, than we had before, at the fame time that it difeovers the reafon 
why a country fituated in fo good and temperate a climate, is in fome .places extremely 
fertile and cultivated, and in others, abfolutely bare, and in fadl, almoft defert and inac- 
^ celTiblc. 

The Dutch officers, both of the outward and homeward-bound Ihips, efpeciully of the 
latter, difpofe here of a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds ; the former 
bring for fale, wines, beer, cured hams, cheefe, tobacco pipes, and fbmetimes haber- 
dafhery tind hardware ; the latter, cottons, chintzes, rice, tea, &c. And if they cannot 
difpofe 0 ^ their merchandize to the dealers feparately, they put them up at a public 
auflion. One likewife fees many of the burghers, who have bought ..various articles by 
wholefale, fell them again by auftion. Such fales by auftion arc frequently held alfo 
in the fpring and winter months, on the Company’s account ; and government generally 
takes tile precaution not to allow of the auftions of individuals, till the Company has dif- 
pofed of its merchandizes firft. 
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Of the foreign naval officers, the Englifli and Daniih carry on the greateilr tiEde. 
The former chiefly fell large quantities of fine and coarfe hardware, efpecially lailor’s 
knives, Iciflars, and other fitnilar articles. The latter, in going out, fell Danifli ale and 
tar, and on their return, chintzes from Bengal. The Swedilh officers traded for liute 
or nothing ; on their return, they only difpofed of a few canifters of tea, fome Nanun 
and Chinefe filks, fcarcely to a greater amount, than what they paid at their inn for the 
• few days they were on Ihore. Otherwife, defirable articles from Sweden are coarfe^ grey 
cloth, lumber, copper, iron, brafs, fpades, herrings, and more efpecially tar, chi-coal 
and iron, all which fell to great advantage. The Company charges eight rix-dollars for 
one hundred weight of irdh, though it is cold-fliire, and inferior to the Swedilh. For , 
all wares and commodities fold by individuals at auftions, five per cent, muft be paid 
to the fifcal. The money for goods and wares fold by audion is not to be paid till fix 
weeks afterwards. , 

Among all the different nations that frequented this place, pone were fuch bold failors 
as the Englifli. They would often beat about in the roads with i'’ ftrong fouth>ea(l wind, 
while the Dutch fliips either kept the open fea, or call anchor under Robben Ifland, till 
they got a more favourable wind. The former have for the moft part no other rule 
than their own judgment and experience, and their fliips are better failers ; whereas the 
latter have heavier and more unwieldy fliips, and pre obliged to aft according to the 
Company’s orders. • 

Foreign fliips were faid to pay for anchorage only five hundred guilders ; but all the 
provifions they want they muft pay dear for, owing to the impofts eftabliflied by the 
company on meat and wines. Strangers pay two ftivers for a pound of meat, which the 
company has for three doits, or about a fifth part of the price. 

In the baptifm of children, the Cape clergy confider it as a circumftance of the firft 
importance that the fiither fliould be known, and be prefent. If the child is a baftard, 
and its father does not difcover himfelf, the infant remains unbaptized. If the mother 
is a Black or a Hottentot, but the fifther a Chriftian, who requires it to be baptized, it 
is baptized. Every chriftening muft be performed in the church, for which reafon fuch 
.colonifts as live far up in the country, muft take their inffints with* them when they go 
to the Cape, tho-jgh, as is fometimes the cafe, it be but fix months old. 

The gardens botn within and without the town, fuffer great devaftation from three or 
four different fpecies'of rats which are generally termed moles. One of thefe, called 
the Wlyte Mole (Witte Moll, marmota Africand), is of the fize of a fmall cat, and 
white all over, with a fliort tail. The fecond, called the Blaze-fronted Mole (Bles 
Moll, marmota capenfu\ is fnialler, and white with brown fpots. The third fpecies 
islefs common, find very beautiful, being of a greenifli colour with a fhining fur. The 
laft of thefe (ialpa Afiaticd) or the Gold-green Mole (Blinde Moll), burrows in the 
gardens under the furface of the ground, throwing up the mould, by which means it* 
ruins both the figured trees and hedges that are made of myrtle and box. The former 
fpecies of moles alfo are found in the fand-downs near the town. 

When the people of the town planted trees before their houfes, they were ve^y felici- 
tous to get a dead dog to put in the hole, by which means they thought the growth of 
the tree would be much accelerated. * ^ * 

The Bay-tree (iaurus mbilis) was in many places obferved to f6rm fo clofe a hedge, 
that one .could fcarcely lee through it. It bent likewife to the violence of the winds 
without breaking. 

, The Hottentots who had committed afts of violence againft fome* colonifts living a 
great way up the country, and had been brought hither fome time before, were now 
VOL. x^7. 1 puniftied. 
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punilhed. Some of them were only flogged, others were flogged and marked befides on 
the back with a red-hot iron, and others had the tendon near the heel Qendo Achillis') cut 
out befides. After this they were fet free, and fent home again for a warning to others. 
They had not been taken without difficulty, as they had fortified theml'elves in the 
cavities and crevices of the mountains, where they were out of the reach of fire-arms. 
Befides this, they defended themfelves by rolling ftones down upon their enemies, 'fhe 
Company had ordered not only the farmers out againft them, but a!fo a corporal from 
the citadel with five men to bombard them with hand grenades. At lafl they w'ere 
taken by flratagem, by the Hottentot Captain Kies. 

Accounts were now again received from Roggtwcld, that riie Bofliies-men Hottentots 
had plundered and killed the farmers in that diiLricl. 

In the month of March, when I pafTed a whole day on the top of Table Mountain, 
I was gratified in the evening with a lingular and mofl beaptiful profpedl from this 
confiderable eminence. Table Mountain, like all other mountains in this country, lies 
in a diredtion from nofth-wefi to fouth-call, thus leaving one of its long fides open to 
the north-eaft, and the other to the fouth-weft. The fun, rifing in the eafl, does not 
here proceed towards the fouth, as in Europe, 'but towards the north, and at lafl finks 
into the ocean to the wefhvard of the mountain. This makes an earlier morning, and 
exhibits the fun fooner on the north-eafl fide, and a longer afternoon, and later fun on 
the fouth-weft fide. ’ So that on tlie top of this mountain, about five o’clock in the 
afternoon, two different worlds, as it were, prefented themfelves to my view, of which 
the weftern ftill enjoyed the fineft fun-fliine and a clear horifon, while the eaftern was 
already covered with darknefs and a thick impending mift. This milt, which had ex- 
haled from the heated ])lain, and was now condenfed in the fuddenly cooled air, was fo 
thick that no part of the whole country was to be feen, but the whole region refemblcd 
a fmooth unbroken cloud, and did not a little contribute to render the view on each 
fide of the mountain remarkably different, though a moment before they were much 
the fame. ’ 

In the month of May, between the 13th and 19th, in company with Major Gordon 
and an Englilh gardener, lately arrived, of the name of Malbn, 1 made an excurfion 
on foot round the mountains fituate between the Cape and Ealfe Bay. Elaving afeended 
the front of the valley, as high as the fummit of Table Mountain, we law a valley to 
the right, which runs down to the fea-lhore. To the left a fountain was feen bubbling 
up, and forming a narrow rivulet ; but it was fo much overgrown with bullies, that its 
fource under a large rock could not be perceived. In all the flat dales of the mountain, 
both the large and fiaall ones, there was mould, water,' and mofs, which formed ;i 
kind of bog. Towards tin* fouth-eaft it gradually fubfides into valleys, juft in the front 
of II ut Baay. 

Through the vale called Bahian’s Kloof (Baboon’s valley), which, proceeding from 
Table Mountain, parts the cidge oftmountains that runs from Conftaniia to the larthell 
point in the fouth, we went to ilout Baay, where there was a farm ; to the right w^e 
had ilic, tittle Lion’s Head, a peaked mountain, referabling the great Lion’s Head near 
the Cape, and the Karfunkel (or Carbuncle) Mountain, which is oblong, and covered 
at the fooi with a fine white quick l and reaching as far as to the fea-lhore. This latter 
mountain forms a promontory, the uttermoft point of which, rifing into a conical protu- 
berance that hangs over the lea, is called the Elang-lip. This is feparated, as well as 
the Lion’s Elcad, from Table Mountain. Table Mountain has a confiderable rivulet 
at its top, a brunch of which empties itfelf into Hout Baay (or Wood Bay). The fea 
at low water formed, in Hout Baay, rivers, the banks of which were Iteep from the 
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fand that had fallen down. At the mouth a river was formed in a crofs dirc^lion, the 
banks of which were likewife extremely fteep from the fallen fand. 'fhe whole bay 
was full of round fand-ftones, like the Ihores of the lake Vetter. To the left was feen 
Steeiiberg, or Stone Mountain ; at the foo£ of which, on the other fide, are fituated 
Great and Little Conftantia, and which runs out into the fea in a promontory called 
Steenbergenhnek, where there is a farm belonging to the company, and known by the 
name of Muyfenberg, or Moufe Mountain. 

From liout Baay we went over the mountains to North Hoek, where three forms 
are laid out near a large pool of water. The projefting point ilfelf of the mountain 
over which we had pal|ed,* is called North Hook, and the oppofite projeftion the Slange 
Kop (or Serpent’s Ilead). The downs here confifted all of quickfand, raifed into hills 
of various heights ; thofe that had been lately formed being fiill bare, and thofe that 
were of a more ancient date, overgrowm with bullies, efpecially the wax-lhrub (myrica 
coralifoUa)^ which frequently grew on them low and creeping. A falt-pan that lay to 
the fouth-eaft, had banks of two or three yards in height ; it w'ds now partly filled with 
water, the furface of which v as covered with flamingoes (^phoemcopierus ruber). Its 
bottom was fandy, or a mixture of fand and clay. In winter-time it is filled with water 
for the fpaceof leveral months. It has its water from rain, and not from the fea, from 
which it is at a confiderable diftance ; confequently its water is not encreafed or dimi- 
nilhed by thetide.^ Duyn-hout, or Zwart-hout, was the name given to alhrub that has 
flefhy leaves, and was without bloflbins, foliis compofttis^ foUoHs cuneiformibus carnofu. 
It appeared to be an umbelliferous plant. Here we met with the celebrated farmer 
Jan Bruyns, one of the bell markfmen in the country, and who had made the unfortu- 
nate expedition with Heupnaer to the Rio de la Goa, through the cQimtry of the Caf- 
fres, when feven of the company w ere malTacred by the Caflres, and himfelf with only 
five others efcaped. 

The Slange Bofeh {fcriphiuri) W'hich grew here, was faid, when made into a decoc- 
tion, to expel worms. • 

After purfuing our iourney farther over the mountains to Wildfchut’s brand, wdiere 
we found only one Hottentot hut, fituated in a fine grals plot *n the mountain } we 
went a little way back again over the fame mountains, and arrived at Falfe Bay. 

The barren mountains, which run from Falfe Bay out into the fea, are called by the 
colonills, as well as*by the failors, Norweegen or Norway. * 

BajtFalfo, Falfe cr Mimot.’s Bay, is a name given to the harbour on this fide, where 
the fhips only fou.:h in winter, and where they are Iheltered from the north-weft 
ftorms, fo dangerous in this feafon to tire Ihips that lie in Table Bay. This harbour is 
larger than thit of the C^ape. The Ihore is not broad, and in feveral places, by 
realbn of the mountains jetting out into the fea, there is none at all. The houfes 
ftand on the tops of the hills, and are fometimes very unfit for the accommodation ci 
ftrangers. A large round rock in the harbour went by the name of the Ark, 
another was called the Romance Rock ; and an ifland, fituated farther out to the eaft- 
ward, Malagas Ifland. Befides a houfe belonging to the company, in which lives a 
refident, there are here an hofpital, a warehoufe, a flaughterhoufe, and a few farin- 
hoiil’es belonging to individuals. The contpany’s garden lay at fome diftanJe. 

From Falfe Bay we went over flat and low fands, palled Muyfenberg and the com- 
pany’s Jilhing place, back to the Cape. In different parts of the fandy plains there 
were fmall lakes, as they might be called, of fait water, which had not yet been dried 
.up by the fummer’s heat, Thefe plains, abounding as they tiid in water, Hill 
hwboured in different parts fome Flamingoes, which, with their white and blood-red 
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feathers, adorned thefe fpots, and devoured die infers and worms in the water. We 
fhot one of them, and broke the wing bone, which prevented the bird from flying ; 
but we had ftill the greateft difHculty to catch it, as with its long legs it waded through 
the water, which was a foot deep, much &fler than we were able to follow it. 

On the ift of June, being Whit-Monday, there arofe a very high north-weft wind, 
vdth violent hurricanes and mowers of rain ; at night, in this ftorm, the JongeThomas, 
one of the four Ihips belonging to the company, that were ftill in the road, having 
loft a/1 its anchors, one after the other, was driven on the fands near the fliore, at 
Zout Rivier, and, in confequence of its heavy lading, fplit into two pieces in the 
middle. The furge rofe to an amazing height on the m6res towards this fide, and 
Zout Rivier was fo fwollen, that it was almoft itnpaflable. It is true, from the middle 
of May to the middle of Auguft, the Company’s Ihips are prohibited from lying in the 
road ; yet it fometimes happens, that the governor permits it in order to avoid the 
inconveniences of vi£tuallipg and lading the Ihips in Falfe Bay. Independently of the 
lofs fuftained by the company, as well in /hips as merchandize, there peri/hed alfo 
unfortunately on this occafion, a number of the crew, who, for the want of alliftance, 
were loft, and met with a deplorable death, very near the land. Only fixty-three 
men efcaped, one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily drowned. 

The /nip had fcarcely ftruck, which happened juft at day-break, when the moft 
efficacious expedients were ufed to fave as much as polfible of the Company’s property 
that might chance to be thrown on /hore, though I could not perceive that the 
leaft care was taken to deliver a ftngle foul of the crew from their forlorn and miferable 
fttuation. Thirty men were inftantly ordered out, with a /tripling of a lieutenant, from 
the citadel, to the place where the /hip lay, in order to keep a find look-out, and pre- 
vent any of the company’s e/Feds from being ftolen j and a gibbet was ereded, and 
at the fame time an edid iffued, importing that whoever fliould come near that fpot, 
ihould be hanged up immediately, without trial or fentence of judgment being pa/Ted 
upon him. Tnis was the caufe that the compa/fiouate inhabitants, who had gone out 
on horfeback to a/Tord the wretched fufferers fomc a/Ti/lance, were obliged to turn 
back without being able to do them the leaft fervice ; but, on the contrary, were, 
together with me, ocular witneffes of the brutality and want of feeling /hewn by 
certain perfons on this occafion, who did not bellow a thought on affording their fellow- 
creatures, that fat on the wreck peri/hing with cold, hunger, a^id thir/l, and were 
almoft in the arms of death, the leaft affi/lance or relief. 

Another circumftance contributed to render this otherwife diftrelfing fcene ftill more 
affliding. Among the few-, who were lucky enough to be able to fave their lives by 
fwimming from the wreck, was the gunner, a man with whom I was acquainted, and 
met with feveral times afterwards in the town : he had ftript him/elf quite naked, in 
order that he might fwiiu the eafier, and had the good luck to come alive to fliore, 
which was not the cafe w'ith .every one that could fwim ; for many were either da/hed 
to pieces againft the rocks, or elfe by the violence of the furf carried back again to fea. 
When he arrived on /hore, he found his cheft landed before him ; but juft as he was 
going to open it, and take out his great coat, the lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, drove him away from it ; and though he eahieftly begged for leave to take out 
the clothes nece/fary for covering his naked and /hivering body, andtould alfo prove 
by the key, faftened, according to the failor’s cuftom, to his girdle, as well as- by his 
name cut out on the lid of the cheft, that it was aftually his property, he was, never- 
thelefs, forced to retreat without effefling his purpofe, by this unmerciful hero, who 
gave him feveral fmart blows with a cane on bis bare back. After he had pafled the 

whole 
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whole day naked and hungry, and expofed to the cold winds, and was going to be 
takpn in the evening to town along with the others who had been faved from the wreck, 
he again aiked leave to take a coat out of hi§ cheft to cover himfelf with ; but this 
having been previoufly plundered, he found empty. On entering the town, where he 
arrived ftark naked, he met with a burgher, who took companion on him, and lent 
him his great coat. Afterwards he, as well as the other unfortunate wretches, was 
forced to run about the town for feveral days together, begging for victuals, clothes, 
and money, till at length they were fupported at the company’s expence, and taken 
bacl^ again into its fervice. 

Ajiother aftion that does great honour to humanity, deferves the more to be recorded 
here, as it Ihews that at all times, and in all places, there are both good and confiderate 
people, as well as fuch as have nothing human but the fhape. An old man, of the 
name of Woltemad, by birth an European, who was at this time the keeper of the 
beafts in the menagerie near the garden, had a fon in the citadvl, who was a corporal, 
and among tne firft who had been ordered out to Paarden Ifland (Horfe Ifland), where 
a guard was to be fet for the prefervation gf the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran 
borrowed a horfe, and rode out in the morning with a bottle of wine and a loaf 
of bread for his fon’s breakfaft. This happened fo early, that the gibbet had not 
yet been eredted, nor the edift polled up, to point out.to the traveller the neareft road 
to eternity. This hpary fire had no fooncr delivered to his foif the refrelhments 
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the diftreffed crew from the wreck, 
than he refolved to ride his horfe, which was a good fwimmer, to the wreck, with a 
view of faving fome of them. He repeated this dangerous trip fix times more, bring- 
ing each time two men alive on Ihore, and thus faved in all fourteen perfons. The 
horfe was by this time fo much fatigued, that he did not think it prudent to venture out 
again ; but the cries and intreaties of the poor wretches on the wreck increafmg, he 
ventured to take one trip more, which proved fo unfortunate, that he loft his own 
life, as on this occafion too many front the wreck rulhed upon him at once, fome of 
them catching hold ol the horfe’s tail, and others of the bridle, by which means the 
horfe, both wearied out, and now too heavy laden, turned head ovtr heels, and all 
were drowned together. This noble and heroic aflion of a fuperannuated old man, 
fufficiently Ihews that a great many lives might probably have been faved, if a ftrong 
rope had been faftened by one end to the wreck, and by the other to the Ihore. Along 
this rope either a balkct or a large copper veffel might have been hawled to and from 
the fhip, with a man in it each time. When the ftorm and waves had fubfided, (he 
{hip was found to lie at fo fmall a diftance from the land, that one might have almoft 
leaped from it on Ihore. * 

The vigorous meafures taken to preferve the Company’s effefts and merchandize, 
were not, however, fo efficacious, as to prevent certain perfons in office from enrich- 
ing thcmfelves confiderably on this occafion. For (vhen whole horfe-loads of iron 
from the wrecks could be fold to the fmiths in town, it is eafy to conceive that their 
confciences would not Hand greatly in their way, if they could lay their hands apon 
portable and valuable commodities. The foldiers alfo were fo careful when on guard, 
that nothing Ihould be pillaged from the wreck, that they themfelves every night, 
when relieved, marclfed into town with their mulket-barrels Huffed full of folid gold 
lace, which,, though fomewhat damaged by the fait water, anfwered very well when 
thrown into the melting-pot. 

Though the hardeft hearts frequently are foftened by the uncommonly fevere mif- 
fortunes and diftreffes of their fellow-creatures, and though great and noble aftions 

have 
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have at ail times been able to excite the gratitode and benevolence of the fellow- 
citizens of die perpetrator ; yet (I am forry to fay it) I have it not in my power to con- 
clude this melancholy pifture with fqme delightful trait of generous companion on 
the part of the governor towards the poor fufFerers, and efpecially towards the drowned 
hero, or of fome noble remuneration of his fon. For when, Ihortly after, this young 
man folicited for the employment of his deceafed father, which was a poll of fuch 
fmall importance, that it could neither be confidered as a recompenfe, nor could it be 
envied him by any one, it was refufed him, and given to another. 

This unfeeling ben vivant of a governor, rich" in money, but poor in fpirit, per* 
mittcd him, neverthelefs, afterwards to do what others confider as a punifliment, viz. 
to go to Batavia, where he hoped to find kind patrons and a wider field for making 
his fortune in. And here he would doubtlefs have' attained his dcfires, had he lived 
longer ; but in the very unwholefome climate whither he was now gone to fee his 
only brother, a merchant, he died, before an order arrived from the cfoetfors of the 
Company in Holland (which did as much credit to them, as it ought tnhave accumu- 
lated lhaine upon the officers of the Cape), viz. that the fons of Woltemad for the 
fake of their father, Ihould be rewarded and promoted in every way that could poffibly 
be done. On this and fimilar occafions, I have obferved, hoA\' much an enlightened 
mind and a generous heart are .*^0 be prized among the gifts of fortune, above riche:- 
and honours ; an'd how infinitely thefe latter are exalted by the lormer, if they art 
united with them, in which cafe they command every one’s elteern. 

I now alfo perceive the reafon why the Europeans, both failors and foklicrs, are iu 
many refpefts treated worfe and with lefs compaffion, than the very Haves thcmfelves. 
With refped' to the latter, the owner not only takes care that they are clothed and 
fed, but likewife, when they are fick, that they are well luirfed and have proper 
medical attendance. The former go as they can, viz. naked, or drefled in tattered 
clothes, which, perhaps, after all, do not fit them ; and when one of them dies, it is a 
common faying, that the Company gets another for nine guilders. 

The violent hurricanes from the north-Aveft have more than once occafioned ffiip- 
wreck in thefe rdads. In 1692, three velfels, oneF.nglillA and two Dutch, were driven 
on fhore and loft. From the fame caufe, thirty years ago, in the month of May, feven 
of the Company’s fhips were faid to have been wrecked and loft. 

On the 31ft of July a flave was executed, who had murdered his mailer, 'fhe 
delinquent being laid on a crofs and tied fall to it, firft his arms and legs At ere burned 
in eight different parts with jagged tongs, made red hot ; afterwards his arms and legs 
were broken on the wheel, and laftly, his head As^as cut off and fixed on a pole. The 
judge that tries and condemns the criminal, is always prefect, and walks in proceffion 
to the place of execution, in order to give folemnity to the ceremony. The foldiers 
form a circle. The place of execution is betAveen the town and the citadel, on a fmall 
eminence. * * 

On the 8th of Auguft, a flave was hanged for fome great crime. 

After malefadlors have fuffered at the place of execution, within the town, they are 
always brought out in the evening to the gallows without the town, where they are 
ather hanged, .and that generally in iron.s, in which manner the Ikeleton may be pre> 
ferved for a long time, or elfe drawn and quartered. There are two gallows out of the 
tOAvn, one at the entrance to the harbour, under the Leeuwe Staart (Lien’s Tail), on 
which Europeans are hanged, and the other beyond the citadel, near Zout Rivier, on 
which Saves and Hottentots are executed. 
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Zout Riviar (or Salt River) is a river of confiderable lize, which derives its fource 
from Table Mountain, and difembogues itfelf into the harbour. The water here is 
fait, from the admixture of fea water, and rife? and falls with the tide. 

The oak (^quercus robur) and apricot {prunus Armeniaca) bloffomed in Auguft, the 
former, juft after it had thrown out its leaves, and the latter, before it had any leaves. 
The alder alfo (bctula alms), as well as the almond and peach-tree, were now in 
bloffom. • 

In the winter-months, when much rain fell, the water was in fome places feen rufh- 
ing like a torrent through the clelte of the mountains, down the higheft, fteep, and 
bare rocks. • 

Though the colony is inhabited to a great extent, and the Hottentots are almoft ex- 
tirpated, yet it fometimes happens* that Haves run away and hide themfelves, and that 
chiefly in the mountains. But it is very uncommon for a foldier or failor to run into 
the country, as he would eafily be difcovered there. Wheil an unconverted flave 
runs away and is taken, he is beaten by his mafter or the officers of the police ; but 
if a Chriftian dcferts from the Company’s Jer vice, he is hanged. The money laid out 
in the purchafe of the former, faves him from death, but the eftablifhed laws do not 
fpare the latter. 

For the ufe of the foldiers in the citadel, cooks are taken into it, who drefs viftuals, 
and fell them out in portions to the foldiers. Every foldier receives from the Company 
three pounds of bread twice a week. 

F.very I'oldier pays out of his wages two ftivers per month to the courier for boots, 
and is befides obliged to keep guard for him. 

Thofe wretches that are guilty of beftiality, are not put to their trial, ‘or imprifoned, 
but are immediately drowned, as being unworthy to appear before the judge, or to be 
vifited by a clergyman. In this manner a flave was now executed. 

The fifeal is independent in his office, not being fubordinate to the governor, and 
accountable only to the direftors in Holland. When difputes and contentions arife 
betwa'H burghers or others, he lines them. The fine here is not proportioned to the 
cwme of the offenders, but, for the moil part, fuited to their circumftances. The 
fifcal therefore, to whom thefe fines furnifii a confiderable revenue, treats turbulent 
and offending perfons as a phyfician does a plethoric patient, of whom he always^ draws 
blood in proportion as the ftrength of his habit will permit. 

Conffamia, confifting of two farms, called Great and Little Conftantia, which are 
fituated below the call fide of. Table Mountain, is celebrated for its highly delicious 
wine, known by the name of Conftantia or Cape wine, which is fold in Europe at fo 
high a price. 'I’his wine Is extremely fweet, agreeable and lufeious, and only fit for the 
deffert, as, on account of its fweetnefs, if drank in abundance, it lies heavy on the 
ftomach. Of the red wine, about fixty pipes are made, and of the white about ninety ; 
yet the vintage here, as in other places, is diilerent in cliftcrent’years. Thefe two farms 
were for a long time the only fpots which, by reafon of their fituation, could produce 
this delicate wine ; but lately fome other farms in this diftrift, and in a few other jSlaces, 
have been able to bring their wines to the fame degree of excellence. But as the Com- 
pany has referved to^itfelf the exclufive falc of the Conftantia wine, which confequently 
is confidered as contraband, and is not lo be bought or tranfport^ to Holland under 
that name by individuals, they have hit upon the expedient of giving their wine, which 
in point of goodnefs does not yield to Conftantia, the name of Mag wing (or Stomach), 
which in general is fold to the naval offices of foreign nations cheaper than the Conftan- 
tia wine itfelf. ^ 
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It is remarkable, that the governor increafes his revenue by every j)ipe of wine pur- 
chafed on the account of the Company. The Company ufually pays forty rix-dollars for 
every pipe, and the feller gives a receipt for forty, but receives no more than twenty- 
feven rix-dollars, three being dedufted for the clergyman's tythe. Ordinary wine is 
fometimes fold at the rate of ten rix-dollars a pipe, as was the cafe one year that I 
was at the Cape. As a pipe contains about one hundred and twelve gallons, the wine 
is confequently very cheap. In like manner other perfons in office make confiderable 
profit on every thing that paffes through their hands, which they are indeed often 
obliged to do, as their falaries cannot fupport theHl in 5 country where rnoft of the 
neceflaries of life are many times dearer than they are in Europe. Thus, while the 
governor makes ten rix-dollars of every pipe of wine that is fold, other officers find their 
advantage in giving leave of abfence to people who receive pay from the Company with- 
out doing any fervice for it. Some make their fortunes* by falfe weights, others by 
damaged goods. A (hipwreck fills the pockets of many. In confequence of the rapa- 
city of their captains and their mates, the failors feldom get their due. The foldiers 
muft yield fomething to their officers. The fick muft ftarve for the fupport of many 
that are in health, and the defund mull leave part of their eft'edls to the firft comer. 

The governor this year caufed a hot-houfe to be built in the Company's garden for 
pine-apples. This fruit, fo delicate at Batavia, could not arrive here at the maturity 
and high flavour tnat it does in the Eall Indies ; in like manner the Pifang {mufa pa- 
radiftaca^ or bananas') would feldom bloffom in the few gardens where it was cultivated, 
and never yielded any fruit that was perfectly ripe and high flavoured. 

The American Aloe {agave Americana') imported from the botanic gardens of Eu- 
rope, was now common on the hills near the town, and bloflomed finely every year, 
without attrafting fuch a great concourfe of fpeftators as it does at Amfterdam. 

The Porcupine, or Yzer-varken {hyjirix\ whofe ufual food is the root of that beau- 
tiful plant, the calla Mthiopica^ will frequently^ deign to put up with cabbages and 
other vegetables, by which means he fometimes commits great depredations in the 
gardens. 

By the Swedilh (hips that were newly arrived, and brought feveral of my friends,- 1 
not only had the pleafure of receiving letters, but alfo the joyful tidings of the happy 
change of government made laft year in my native country, by^ which a great and good 
king, without bloodlhed, and in a manner as noble as his con<Ju£t was wife, had been 
able to put an end to the difcord which for many years had divided his fubje^ls, to the 
great detriment of the kingdom. 

In my various excurfions to Table Mountain, I obferved in its crevices both Dafles 
and Baboons. The former I perceived generally near the top of the mountain, juft at 
fun-rifing, when they ufed to come out to balk in the fun. Whoever wilhes to Ihoot 
them, muft cautiouily approach them, and with a quick gun take his aim in fuch a 
manner, as to lay them dead on fhe fpot. If the gun was not quick, they would make 
off, as foon as ever the prime flalhed in the pan ; and, if the animal was not inftantly 
killed, it would withdraw into a crevice, fo that it could not polfibly be got out. The 
flelh is Jometimes eaten, and is tolerably well tafted. 

The baboons were pretty numerous, and indeed dangerous to travellers ; for fitting 
undifmayed on the tops of the rocks, where (hey were frequently out of the reach of 
Ihot, they would roll, and even throw down, ftones of all forts and fizes. - The ufe of 
the gun, however, was on thefe occafions indifpenfably neceffary, as by means of it they 
W at leaft be driven to fuch a diftance, that the ftones they threw could not do fo 
niinch mifchief. It is curious to obferve them in their flight. With their cubs on their 

9 backs 
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?jacks they will often make aftoniihing leaps up a perpendicular rock ; and it is but 
feldoin that they tan be fliot ; and even ir any one of them is (hot, it is not eafily 

killed. ^ , 

In the town, tame baboons are fometimes kept, made fall to a pole. Their agility 
in climbing, leaping, and dodging any one that offers to ftrike them, is ahuoll incre- 
dible. Though one of thefe baboons was tied up, ftill it was impo/Hble at llie diflance 
of a few yards to hit him with a ftone. He would either catch the ftoue, like a baii,dn 
his hand, or elfe avoid it in the raoft furprifing and nimble manner. 

The baboons of Table Mountain, befides paying frequent vifits to, and plundering 
the gardens of the European^, feed alfo upon the pulpous bulbs of feveral plants, which 
after digging up, they peel and eat. Heaps of thefe parings were frequeiuly feen left 
after them, particularly near the •ftones, where they refide. The gladiJus plicatus ap- 
pears to be the moft favorite plant with tbofe that live near tlie Cape, for which reafon 
alfo this plant is known by the name of the Baboon. The root of this plant is forae- 
times boiled and eaten by the colonifts. 

In the fandy plains near the Cape, the gjeat white African mole (niarmota Africans') 
is more particularly to be found, and that in abundance. It makes large holes in the 
ground, over which it lays little heaps of mould ; thefe holes are very inconvenient to 
people in walking, who ftep down into them unawares, and are frequently in danger of' 
falling. The fize of it is nearly equal to that of a cat j it is of a fierce nature, and, 
when caught, defends Itfelf with ito teeth. It feeds on feveral forts of bulbous roots 
that grow in thefe fandy plains in abundance, efpecially Gladiolufes, Ixias, Antholyzas, 
and Irifcs. Pennant mentions it at p. 472. under the name of the African Rat. 

Thofe that are but in a fniall dogree acquainted with botany need not.be told, that 
by the opening and clofing of flowers, one may frequently know with certainty, as from 
a watch, what hour of the day it is, as well as if the weather will be fine or rainy. 
Plants ol this kind are common on tlie African hills. 

The morcea wuiidala never opens beffire nine o’clock in the morning, and before fun* 
fet, a( four in the afternoon, it clofes again, 

1 tie ;.vw (Avondbloein, Cauelblocm) opens every evening at four, and 

cxliale.s its agreeable i dours through the whole night. 

The approach of rain is announced by the flowers of various bulbous plants, fi^ch as 
the Ixias, Moraeas, Irifes? and Galaxias, the tender flowers of which do not open in the 
morning if^rain is to be expected foon ; and if a Ihower is to fall in the afternoon, they 
clofe fome time before. 

Several of thefe likewil’e diffufe an agreeable fragrance, particularly at evem'ng or 
night, fomewhat like tlie odour of pinks, but fainter ; fuch are the gladioliis irijlis and 
recur-vus, the ixia pllofa^ falcata, and cinnamomea. 

The Earth-rofe (Aard-roos ) was the name by which the inhabitants, both of the 
town and country, diftinguilhed the hyohanchc fanguinea, a plant with a low deep-red 
flower, which is fcarcely of a finger’s length, and has neither branches nor leaves. It 
grows in winter and fpring in the low fandy plains, both near the town and elfewhere 
toward? the fea-fhorc, puihing only its clufter of blood-red flowers above the ground. 
The antholyza ringens, with its gaping flower, and the ever-varying gladiolus plicatus^ 
which decorate thefofendy plaii^? in abundance, have their pulpous bulfis deep down in 
the fand, and do not raife their Jfiowers much higher than the Hyobanche above the 
furface of the ground. s 

During the winter-months, three beautiful fpecies of gardenia were blowing in die 
Company’s garden. The gardenia fiorida was probably brought hither worn the 
VOL. xvr. K Indies; 
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Indies ; at leaft, in my travels in this fouthermoft angle of Africa, I never perceived it 
growing wild any where, but always planted in the gardens, and that even among the 
colonifts far up the country. Here i( always produced double flowers, and, confe- 
quently, no fruit, which the Chinefe ufe for dyeing yellow. The gardenia Rothmannia, 
which has lefs confpicuous flowers than the former, and of which both the flowers and 
fruit, on being dried, always turn black. The gardenia Tbunbergia^ with refpeft to 
ite bloflbm, is one of the fineft trees in the world. This little tree had been brought 
a few years before from the forefts of the country, where it is fcarce, and grows very 
flowly, the wood being at the fame time fo hard, that on this account it is ufed for 
clubs. This tree, after it has once begun to bloflbm, cbntipues to blow for feveral 
months, producing frefli bloflbms every day, as fall as the old ones by degrees fade 
and droop, and at length fall off. . The bloifom is almoft fix inches long, white and 
thick, like the moft beautiful wafh-leather, of an agreeable odour, and does not lofe 
its white colour. « 

If the cold in this country were fevere, and it were abfolutely necefl'ary for the in- 
habitants to keep fires in their ordinary apartments, it would be a wretched country 
indeed, on account of the great want of fuel it labours under. The wood that is ufed 
for drefling their viftuals in the kitchen is nothing but brufhwood, being got with no 
lefs pains than expence from the finaller trees and bulhes. On making foine inquiry 
concernmg this matter, I found that the following were the moil commonly employed 
for this purpofe ; viz. the ftems and roots of the protca grandijlora, conocar pa, fpeciof ay 
hirtOy mellifcray and argentea, a few fpccies of erica, and foine forts of hrunta. 

In a country like this, where it is for the mofl; part impoflible to have recourfc to an 
apothecary, and the medicines font from Europe extremely dear, the .inhabifatits had 
prudently thought of trying the indigenous plants of Africa ; and, among ihefe, they 
had difeovered various ufeful remedies in different difeaf'es. As a botaniit and phyfi- 
cian, I was eager to be acquainted with them, and never loll an opportunity of adding 
to the flendcr flock of my knowledge, which often proved ferviccable, both to myfelf 
and the benevolent and obliging colonifls. For when any of thel'e could impart to me, 
in their plain and artlefs way, a flight notion only of fome ufeful plant, 1 was able af- 
terwards to give them a more accurate idea of its true ufe in curing difeafes. 

Many gernnia, wi,th their red and pulpous roots, grew in the fandy plains near the 
town ; and as thefe roots are of an aflringent nature, the couhtry-people ufed them in 
the diarrhoea and dyfentery. 

The root of the bryonia Africana was employed both as an emetic and a purge. 

The roots of the afclepias undidata (Bitter-wortel) and crifpa, as w'ell as the whole 
of the herb criocephaltis, were ufed for the purpofe of expelling urine in the dropfy. 

For the fame puroofe alfo they frequently made ufe of the root of the bamantbus 
coccincus, inflead of fquills, or the /cilia inaritima. This plant is very common on the 
hills below the mountains, and 'hence has obtained the name of the Mountain-fquill. 
Its root is large, white, mucilaginous, fibrous, and fomewhat acrid. After being cut 
into Dices, it is fleeped in vinegar, and from this is made a kind of weak oxymel fcilli^ 
ticum,. which is ufed in dropfies and afthmas. 

The polygonum barbatiim, which grows in flitches, and is of an acrid nature, is, like 
its kindred fpecies, ufed for dropfical and ftvolled legs, 

A decobtion of the leaves of the crotolaria perfoliata was efteemed a powerful 
diuretic! and, in confequence of this property, to cure dropfies. 

The piper capenje was in fome places ufed as a flomachic, inflead of common pepper ; 
and the f agar a capen/.s (Wilde Cardamom} was of great fervice to many people in the 
flatulent cholic, and the palfy. 

The 
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The juice of the mefembryanthemum edule was ufed both as an internal and external 
remedy : internally for the dyfentery and the thrufh {aphtha) in children, and exter- 
nally for burns. , 

They were very loud here in the praifes of the ofmites camphorinay to which they 
were pleafed to give the name of belih (or daify). This plant has certainly gre;it merit 
on account of its camphorated principle, and its ftrong poignant fmell and tafte, both 
of which evince it to be of a highly refolving nature. I’he plant itfelf is fometime^ ufed 
externally, applied in bags to inflammations, and on the ftomach in cholics. But iTie 
fpirit diflilled from it, called fpiritus bellidisy was highly cfteemed in coughs and hoarfe- 
nefs. In thefe cafes, hoyi^ever, it appeared to me to be too heating ; but I ufed it more 
than once with advantage in the palfy and apoplexy. The genuine fpecies, or the 
ofmites camphorhta, which is the very beft, I found growing on the top of Table 
Mountain only ; and as it was obtainable only by a few, the ofmites ajlerifcoidesy which 
has a fainter fmell and weaker virtues, was ufed in its ftead. As an aftringent in the 
diarrhoea, the rough and auftere bark of the protea grandijiura was frequently ufed. 
In the environs of the town grew likewilp various plants, which the inhabitants had 
learned to convert to their own benefit when afflifted Avith diforders ; as, e.g. 

I'he adonis capaifts and atragcne veftcaloria (Brandblad) ufed inflead of Cantharides : 
thefe plants grew on the fides of the mountains and lylls ; and w'cre exhibited in the 
fciatica and rheumatifm. • 

The adianthum Mtbiopicum (Vrouv.ehaar), a fpecies of maidenhair, grew chiefly on 
the fides of the Devil’s Mountain, and was drank at tea, in colds and other affections 
of the breaft. 

The protca mllifera (Tulp-boom and Zuyker-boom) contains in its .calyx a fweet 
juice, which, when infpiffated, was ufed in diforders of the breaft. 

The falicornia fruticofa (Zee-koral, or fea-coral) grew on the fea-ftiore, and, not- 
withftanding its brackifh tafte, was eaten by the foldiers and fome few others as a fallad, 
drefled with oil and vinegar. • 

Beftdes the Company’s difpenfary which w'as at the hofpital, another was founded 
this year in the town, by which means the country-people may now have a better op- 
portunity of procuring medicines than they had before, when they are obliged to pur- 
chafe them of the furgeons at a very high pi ice. 

From the oxalis cerniTa (Wilde Syring), which grew to the greateft fize and fn the 
greateft abundance of all the fpe; ies appertaining to this genus, was prepared a good 
and ferviceablc fal acetofella (or fait of wood-forrel). 

Hard Looper (or Faft Runnbr) was a name given, on account of the fwiftnefs with 
which it ran, to the curabus i o-guttatns ; an infeft that frequeiitcd fevcral places, and 
often the highways themfelves. This animal has the fame property as our Swedifli gun- 
ner {carabrn crepitans), viz. that when it is purfued or caught, it blows out with vio- 
lence from behind a liquid, which has the apuearancot of a thin fine fmoke, diffufing 
itfelf all around, and if it gets into the eyes, making them fmart juft as if brandy were 
Iquirted into them. By thefe means it blinds its purfuers, and gets an opportunity of 
d'eaping while the pain lafts, which is about a minute or two. 

Fifcal and Canary-byter were the appellations given to a black and white bird {/anius 
collaris), which was common irt the to\vnf- and was to be found in evbry garden there. 
As it was ^ bird of prey, though very fmall, it fought its food among the infefts, fuch 
as beetles and grafshoppers, w liich it not only caught with great dexterity, buf likewife, 
whgn it could not confume them all, it would ftick them up on the pales of farm-yards 
till it had occafion for them, fo that one w ould have fuppofed them to have been impaled 

K 2 » 



THUNBERg’s account of the cape of OOOl) HOPE. 


in this manner by htiman beings. It alfo caught fparrows and canary-birds, but did not 
devour any more of them than the brains. 

A beautiful green thrufh {turdus ceilmkus) frequented the gardens of the town, and 
delighted the ears of the attentive burgher with his fweet fong. 

The winter rains having moiftened the dry hills in the environs of the Cape, various 
beautiful and elegant flowers of bulbous plants began to fpring in the month of Aiiguft. 
The plants that were more particularly common were the ixia bulbocodhm, which varied 
much in the fize and colour of its flowers ; the moraa colUna and fpatbacea, the depend- 
ent leaves of which twined round the feet of the perambulator, and frequently threw 
him down ; and the moraa undalata, the flower of which* has the appearance of a large 
fpider, and attracts the flies called blue bottles by its fetid fmell. The elegant family 
of the irifesy however, efpecially the papilionacea, excelled all others in the fuperb 
grandeur of their flowers, which was greater than can be expreflfed. 

CaflFre Corn (hokiis Cajf'roruni) was cultivated by fome few people in their gardens as a 
rarity, and grew to the height of a man, bearing large clufters of flowers ; confequently 
it is a very profitable kind of corn, bnt requires a great deal of heat. 

Ihe mirabitis dichoioma (Vieruure Bluem, or Four-o’clock Flower) was planted in a 
few gardens, both for the beauty of its flowers, and its Angular quality of clofing them 
every evening at four o’clock. 

Among the vafious torts of fifh that appeared on the tables at the Cape, were the 
chimara callorynchus (Dodlliop or Jofepli), the llefli of which is white and well-trfled ; 
and the raja mtraleius (or Rock). The raja torpedo too, (called here Trill Vilch,) was 
fometitnes caught in the harbour, but ne.! brought to table. 

Pelicans with their large claws, called here Kropgans {pelccams onocrotahis), which 
are not fcarce on the coalt, were alfo kept in a tame Itate, and lived on fiih, and food of 
a fimilar nature, by the water-fide. 

Of the rejko dichotomus (Beefem Riet) brooms were made to fweep the floors with. 

The Angular name of Ring of Candia was giVen by t’nc inhabitants to the hamanthus 
coedneus and punicctis, one of the largcfl; and moft beautiful flowet s that made tlteir appear- 
ance tow'^ards winter on the hills of the Cape, exhibiting in llately pomp its blood-red 
clufters of flowers that grow clofe to the ground, and bare of leaves, which, previoufly 
to the blowing of the plant, had withered and difappeared. After the flowers come the 
fruit ;* and this is fucceeded by the leaves alone, which are but* two in number, and lie 
down flat on the ground, like thofe of the amaryllis ciliaris : which latter plant, with 
its leaves fringed with black hairs, grew all over this diftrift, though it was never once 
feen to blofl'om. 

Befldes the chameleon, which changes its colour, there were two lizards, very com- 
mon oii the hills near the town ; the laccria Jlcllio, and orbicularis^ fitting every v. 'iere on 
the ftoiies, and lialking in the fun. Both of them made a hideous appearance with their 
protuberant points, and *vhcn any body approached them, ran quickly down under tlic 
ftoncs to hide themfelves. 

T(«e Hottentots generally elecl a chief, whom they call captain; and as they pretend 
to be in alliance with the Dutch Kaft India Company, the captain whom they haveelecf- 
cd, is 'to be confirmed by the governor at the C.ape. One of thefe captains was now 
come to town, attended by a few' Hottentots|i^ to be confirmed in his new dignity, and, 
agreably to ancient cuftoin, receive fome prefents. As a token of his authority, he is 
prefented with a large brafs head, on which are engraved the Company’s amis. I'ho 
captain heads the troops when they take the held, either againft their enemies, or for the 
purpofe of hunting wild beafts, on which occafion he alfo throws the flrft fpear. In 

other 
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(tther refpeds, very little more regard is (hewn to him than to the reft ; and the chief 
difference between them feems to be, that he commonly wears cither a calf’s or a tiger’s 
Ikin, while the reft are clad in flieep-lkins. ^ 

In winter, when the north-weft wind blows ftormy into Table Bay, whales are fome- 
times driven in. One of thefe filh had lately been can: on Ihore dead. It was above two 
fathoms long. From its back, which lay above the water, they cut out large pieces, in 
order to extraft train-oil from the blubber. ^ 

In like manner, during this feafon, there arrived at the numerous iflands that lie round 
about the ( ’ape a great number of foals, which in this part of the world are commonly 
called fea-dogs, becaufe, v^hile they arc bounding up and down in the v ater, they bear ^ 
fomc rcfcmblance to a dog. There they breed at this time, and bring up their young 
ones, and arc caught in abundance for the (bmpany, for the purpofe of making train- 
oil. It is fingular that the lea-dog, which is in faft a marine animal, cannot I'wirn by 
nature, as foon as it comes into the w'orld. It is the fame oafe with this as with fome 
kinds of birds, which cannot lly till they are taught by the mother. Thus it is that the 
fea-dog learns of its mother to fwiin. When the young fcal is arrived at a certain age, 
his mother catches him by the neck an3 throws him into the w'ater, w'here he plalhes 
about, till at length he begins to fink ; the mother then catches him up again, and thus 
makes him try feveral times, till at laft he can fwim i^nd go out to fea. 

The farming out of wine and viduals produces to the Company a tonfiderable revenue. 
The former v\as now, according '■0 annual cuftom, fold by autlion on the laft day of 
Auguft ; and he who bids higheft becomes the farmer-general of rh(' w ine-contraft, 
having the exclufive right of felling wine, not only to ftrangers and to the officers of the 
Dutch Ihips, but alfo to the inns and taverns. The owners of vinoyartls, it is true, may 
difpofe of their wine to the burghers at the Cape for their own conlumption ; but neither 
they nor any one elfeare fuffered, under a heavy penalty, to fell a fingle drop of it to 
any other perfon. By this means the wine comes very high to foreign nations, and at a 
tavern a bottle colts feveral times as ftiuch as it does to private people at their ov. n houfes. 
The farmer of the wines has alone the power of retailing out wine himlelf, or of permit- 
,tingotheio who keep inns, for a certain confideration, to do the fome. The revenue 
from the wine-comraft amounts yearly to between thirty and forty thoufand guilders. 

The vidualling contrad is conduded in a different manner. He that hids the loweft 
at the audion is appointed the farmer-general of this monopoly ; viz. he tha? offers to 
furnilh^he Company with freffi meat for its Ihips and its other exigencies at the loweft 
price. From this contrad:, it is true, the Company receives no pecuniary advantage ; 
but then it gets all its meat :ft a much lower price, ihan it othervvife could pollibly be 
obtained. It is in coiifequence of this contrad alfo, that tb;. burghers as well as Itrangers, 
are ubliged to pay an extravagant price for butchers-meat. Thus whilfi; the Company 
get butchers-meat for two droits per pound, the burghers mull pay at the rate of four* 
or more, and ftrangers two llivers ;• and while a •bullock, fit lor llaughter, is com- 
monly fold for five Dutch rix-dollars, ftrangers nmlt pay at the rate of ten or more. 
This com raft is farmed out for one, two, iliree, f.ve, or feven years ; and certain Ipots neat 
Groene Kloof are ceded to the coutrador for palture grounds without any feparate 
charge. • • 

On this account, as w'ell as on tbqt Df the language, which ftra&agers do not always 
underhand, every nation Whofe Ihips anchor here, is obliged to have a commiffary or 
broker, who manages their concerns, and alfo contributes, as far as in him lies, to 
raife the price of every article to them. 
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Wheat, when it is wanted by foreign nations for exportation, is only to be had of 
the Company. The French lliips frequently exported it in the courfe of this and the 
laft year to the Ifle of France. 

Many people, and particularly the failors, inllead of butter, ufed to purchafe the 
fat that had been melted down from the large tails of the African Iheep. One of 
thefe tails, weighing twenty pounds, confifts of nothing but fat, which is the higheft 
luxury of the Hottentots. This fat is laid down in tubs with fome fait and pepper, 
and" ufed at fea with bread in lieu of butter. 

Oftriches eggs were moftly purchafed by the naval officers. They are in general 
the perquifites of flaves, who, in tending their cattle, frequently find places in the 
fands where the oftriches have laid their eggs. During the* time of incubation, a 
dozen, and fometimes even a fcore of thefe eggs (though for the moll part fewer), arc 
to be found in one place. The Haves always ufe the precaution not to take away the 
eggs with their hands (ip which cafe the birds, who perceive it by the feent, are apt 
to quit the neft) ; but by means of a long Hick they rake them out of the nell as fall 
as the birds lay them. Thefe eggs fold in general for a Ikelling a piece, or about fix- 
pence Englilh. They are fitteft, and molt ufed for cakes and aufs pcrihis ; and they 
are particularly good, when eaten with a large quantity of butter. One fingle egg is 
fufficient for feveral people. And whereas hens eggs will feldoni keep for any length of 
time on board of Ihip, and require great pains to be taken with them in order to turn 
them every day, oftriches eggs are eafily preferved at fea, on account of their fize, 
and of their thick and ftrong Ihell. 

The Camphor-tree Qaurus camphora) brought from the Eaft Indies, and planted 
here, throve very well, though no great pains were taken to increafe the number of 
them, or colled* any camphor from tliem. 

In like manner Turmeric {curcuma longa') was cultivated on a fmall bed in the Com- 
pany’s garden ; the root was fcarcely ever ufed here, though it is fo much in requell 
in Europe for the purpofe of dyeing, and in the Eaft Indies enters into almoll all their 
diihes. 

During the wholf time that I ftaid at the Cape (almoft a year and a half), I never , 
obferved that any public fair was kept here. In fad, fairs are not ufual in this country. 
In their Head, public audions are the more frequently made for all forts of foreign 
merchandize, efpecially fuch as is brought here from the various ^adories belonging to 
the Company in the different parts of the Eaft Indies. 

The burghers in the town generally make an agreement with fome of the furgeons 
in the hofpital to attend them and their families, and farnilh them with medicines. 
This is the more neceffary, as they have always a number of, ilavesi, and fometimes 
dangerous epidemic diftempers prevail among them. This circumftance is the caufe 
, that the phyficians and furgeons, who come as llrangers to this place, and ftay fome 
time at it, are fcarcely ever called, in, unlefs they can work miracles. My medical 
pradice in the town confequently was not very extenfive ; neither, indeed, did I ftrive 
to enlarge it, for fear of being impeded in my botanical purfuits. On the other hand, 

I had tne greater opportunities of affifting the country-people in my medical capacity, 
who wert., both in greater want of my aid, and more grateful to me for it. Almoil 
always, and every where, I obferved that my medicines aded with the greateft efficacy 
as well as certainty upon the flaves, whofe conflitutions Were not fo much impaired 
by improper diet, and were, belides, lefs accuftomed to the ufe of remedies. 

Though flaves jire not ufually inftruded in the dodrines of Chriftianity, nor their 
children baptized, the Dutch Eaft India Company takes care that the children bom in 
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the lodges of their own female flaves are baptized, and in fome meafure inftrufted in 
the Chriftian religion. The reafon for this, perhaps, may be, that moft of thefe 
children have European fathers, to whom thjpy frequently bear the moft ftriking re- 
femblance. 

The children thus iffued from Europeans, I had frequent opportunities of feeing 
mkried to black women. Their progeny, however, were not always like each other. 

1 once faw iffued from fuch a couple, one fon, who was black, with large eyes,^and 
refembled his mother ; another, who was rather of a white complexion, but varied 
with black fpots fcattered up and down, and, upon the whole, bore a greater refem- 
blance to the father ; and i girl, that was half black. 

When the negroes are wounded in any part of their bodies, and thefe wounds heal 
again, the fears at firft are white, but the Ikin afterwards grows black by degrees. 

1 faw an old Hottentot here, who was very much afflided with an eryfipelas in his 
leg. The eryfipelas difcovered itfelf by its ufual bluifh-red colour ; and on the black 
ground it had a very frightful appearance. Otherwife it was very rare to find any of 
thefe people with blemilhes on any part of their bodies, and much more fo, to fee any 
among them crippled. As they not only live fparingly, but alfo on unfeafoned and 
unfalted food, they are in general fubjed to few difoafes. I'he changes of the climate 
are almolt the only caufes of the rheumatifms and fevers which fometimes prevail 
among them ; ftill, thefe diftempers are much more fcarcc among the Hottentots 
that enjoy their libdty, than among thofe who have entered into the fervice of the 
Dutch colonifts. 

As far as I had an opportunity of travelling laft fummer, both to the northward and 
eaftward, in this extenfive country, I met with but fmall remains of the once more or 
lefs numerous Hottentot nations, which, as late as the beginning of this century, ftill 
inhabited thefe vaft plains. It is true, as faft as the colonifts fpread over the country 
in gradual fuccellion, the Hottentots have been obliged to retire, and make room for 
the dwellings and cattle of the l^uropeans ; but it is an undoubted fad alfo, that the 
fmall-pox, a new and to them unknown diftemper, has, like a peftilence, exterrai- 
^nated the j,reater part of them. Now there are only a few fcattered.villages (Kraals) or 
focieties of them to be found, in which ftate they either live by ihemfelves, or are 
taken into fervice at the Company’s pofts and grazing-farms, or elfe by the colonifts 
themfelves. For the "moft part, thefe focieties, efpecially in the vicinity of tKe Cape, 
are far f^om being numerous j but farther in the country they are both more populous 
and more wealthy. The few remains of them that ftill exift, have, in fome inftances, 
retained the names of their • tribes j but more frequently thofe names are retained 
which formerly diftinguiflied each nation feparately, and are applied to the diftrid 
itfelf, and to the larger rivers which run through the country, or form the limits of it. 
The better the country was provided with water, the more populous were the inhabi- • 
tants, and the more cattle they pofl'effed ; ftill, however, .the whole nation did not 
amount to more than a few thoufand men, and each of their diftrids formed a fmaller 
or larger province. ^ 

The Gunjemans Hottentots were thofe that lived neareft the Cape, and on the very 
point itfelf ; they extended as far as Falfe Bay, the Hottentots Holland Mounihin, and 
from thence to th« left as far as Stell^nbofch. This country is extfenfive, but confifts 
in a great^ meafure of a fandy unfruitful foil. Thefe were the firft, who, in barter for 
certain merchandizes, ceded to the Dutch Eaft India Company a trad of their country j 
and of thefe there are but a few, and 1 had almoft faid none, now remaining. 

4 The 
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The Kokoquas nation inhabited the country that bordered upon the Cape on the 
northern fide, in the bnvirons of Groene Kloof. In iny firfl: expedition, which was 
direfted towards that fide, I met with feveral of this nation Hill in being, and even 
received from the Company’s ports two 'of them to attend me on the journey. Their 
country, like that of the preceding tribe, is low, level, and fandy, is much in want of 
water, and was formerly not very populous, neither have the colonills been able to 
cultivate every part of it. It extends as far as the Ihorc of the ocean ; and has a few 
fmall hillocks difperfed ov&r its furfacc. 

In continuing my journey to the northward, and to Saldahna Bay, I vifited the 
Suflaquas Hottentots, fome of whom were ftill remaining*! As the country is every 
where low, fandy, and in want of frelh water, this nation was always very confiderable, 
and fubfifted by grazing. . 

The Hottentots that live ftill farther to the northward, nn^ are defeended from tribes 
that were once numerous, I had not the opportunity of viiiting in this excurfion, but 
proceeded more towards the mountains in the eaft, and the trafts of land that lay 
beyond them. However, from the inhabitants in thefe parts I got particular informa- 
tion concerning the neighbouring nations, <vhich I was in hopes of vifitijig at fume 
future period. From thefe I learned that, all along the fca-coaft, and round about 
St. Helena’s Bay, in a low, ftcril, and fandy traft, the Odiquas Nation borders on the 
Svtlfaquas. Tihe ntjxt neighbours to thefe are the Chirigriquas, a more populous and 
wealthy nation, which inhabits a fine grazing country, watered by the great Elephant’s 
River : and thefe again have for their neighbours two great and famous nations, the 
Little Namaquas, who live on the fca-coall, and the Great Namaquas who refide far- 
ther from it. 

In the excurlion I made the preceding fummer, I vifited, in going, and returning, 
almort all the nations that once inhabited the eaftern trad or the coaft of Caffraria. 
After parting the mountain called the Hottentots Holland Mountain, I came to a hilly 
and mountainous traft of land, wdiich was inlntbited as far as the hot-back by the 
Koopman Nation ; next to th. fe, on the fea-coaft, w'cre the Sonqiias Hottentots, 
whom on my return homcwai ds 1 had to my left. The country of thefe latter is rather 
barren, and not much fubjcfl to the encroachments of the Eunjpeans. 

Next to the Koopmans is the Heffaquas Nation ; of this but few remain. And more 
towards“the eaft, near the great and deep river Zonder End, is the country once iiiha- 
bited by the Dunquas Hottentots. 

Gauriquas land extends more to the north-eaftward : this is a very fine country, and 
abounds in grafs ; it is watered by a confiderable large river, called Goud’s Kivier, and 
was formerly very populous. 

Travelling further on, and following the fhores of the ocean, one comes to the 
, Houtniquas Hottentots, who in their hilly and woody country have remained the 
longeft fheltered from the Europeans ; and had hitherto fuffered fo little from their 
encroachments, that of all the Hottentots I had as yet feen, no nation was more confi- 
derable in point of numbers, till I came to Kamtous River. 

Farther to the northward, and near the large valley, through which one muft pafs 
..in go to Lange Kloof and the adjacent country, occurs the diftrift of the 

always, and eve.ntots, which is mountainous and abounds in givifs. 
as well as certain the eaftward, following the coaft, one finds firft the Kamtours Nation, 
by improper diet)ins, and laftly the CaflTres. All thefe nations are in polTelfion of hilly 
Though flaves,.,{ch meadows, interfered by many, and thofe. frequently confiderable 
children baptized, . in fifh. And as thefe people have not hitherto been fubjed to the 
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encroachments of the colonifts, though a few grazing farms have already been laid 
out here, they are not only numeroius, but alfo rich and abound gready in cattle. 

All thefe Hottentots, whom I vifitcd in tiiear own country, agreed in this particular, 
that they were mollly Ihoit, thin, and {lender, with prominent cheek bones, flat nofes, 
protuberant mouths, peaked diins, crooked backs, and pot-bellies. 'Fhc colour of 
their (kins was yellowilh, but niorc' or lefs dark from greufe and dirt. 'I'heir hair is of 
a lingular nature, curling like wool, and on moft of them as fhort as the knap» of 
frieze cloth, but foinetinies, though feldoin, of a finger’s length, when it looks like 
twilled yarn ; but few of tljem have any vediges of a beard ; and when they have, it 
is curling like their hairt 'Ihe other fex always have their breads hanging down to a 
confidcrable length. All of them are mad after brandy and tobacco, and tind a pecu- 
liar pleafure in tilth and dcnch. * I’hey befmear themfelves with greafe, and powder 
themfclvcs all over with fhe fetid iubllance called Bucku, or the powdered leaves of 
the Diofma. A Iheep’s-lkin thrown over their flioulders, and* another over their loins, 
with a fmall bag for the male, and a fquare bit of Ikin for the female fex, conditutc 
almod the w'hole of their apparel. Befldes this, they alio wear on their heads a fkin- 
cap, and, by way of ornament, rings of iron or copper round their ar.nis, drings of 
beads round their wrids, and rings of leather round their legs. I’he huts, in which 
they live, are low and fmall, and convex like a hay-dack. I'hcy always lit fquat on 
their arms ; are nimble and aftive, but, in general, extremely lazy. Their furniture 
is fcanty and mean. Their dilhes are tortoife-diiell. The water they have occadon 
for they keep in the guts of animals, and milk in bafkets and goat-lkins. Their wants, 
it is true, are not great ; neverthelcfs their poverty difplays itfclf in every particular. 

Idle galcnia Africana was known under the appellation of Kraal Bofeh, and in fome 
places w'as ufed for fences about the ericlofures for their cattle, when no other bufhes 
fit for the purpofe were to be had. 

Almonds were fold here, not by the weight, but by the hundred and thoufand. They 
were bought up in great quantities by officers who went to Batavia, where they could 
fell '.hem to advantage. 

• Strawberries {^fragaria vcfca) had been brought from Holland, ‘and planted out in 
beds in the gardens round the town. They were tranfplanted every third year. They 
fold at a high price, ^and to great advantage, and were well tailed, though they had 
not fo delicious a flavour as thofe that grow in Europe. 

Mulb»rry-trees (moms nigra j were found at feveral of the farms near the town, and 
produced ripe and fine fruit, which however was feldom feen in the markets. 

In the beginning of September the Haves ufed to weed the cornfields, both the 
barley, which is* ripe ^nd reaped in November, and the wheat, which is reaped in 
December. ' 

An unfortunate accident happened about this time. A huntfman who had accom- 
panied Major Baron Von Prehm, the commander of the gtirrifon here, in a fhort ex- 
curfion into the country, loft one of his hands in confequence of the buriling of his gun, 
and was brought into the citadel. He had taken aim at a Koor-haen, and pA>bably 
loaded his piece too high. Accidents of this nature are not uncommon in this country, 
where found and g^ood guns are extremely fcarce. Many other people had loll a hand 
in the fame manner; and the late (Governor Tulbagh, who from the condition of a 
private foldier had rifen to the highell pitch of honour, hiid loft one of his eyes by the 
burfting of a guu. The fatne misfortune had like to have befallen me alfo this winter, 
as I was {hooting in the harbour at fome of the pelicans, which fly ov'er it every "even- 
ing in large flocks. On the firing of the gun, the whole ftock was broken into a 
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thoufand fplinters, feveral of which wounded my face and hands. To prevent tuch 
an accident from happening to me again, the celebrated Captain Ekeberg, who com- 
manded a Swedifli fliip that anchored thir year in the road, prefented me with a hand- 
fome and found Swedifli gun, which ever after, during my refidence and travels in 
Africa and the Ifland of Java, was a fafe and conftant defence to me. 

The Loxia Aftrild, on account of its red beak, was called Rood-beckje, or Red-beak, 
andi.w’as found in great numbers in the farmers’ gardens. They ufually flew in large 
flocks ; and lighted in the grafs, fo clofe to the ground that they could not be feen, 
though on account of their multitudes, one was fure to kill a great many of them at 
one fliot, notwithftanding that it is a bird of the fmalleft fiz'e. 

Turtle-doves (columba riforia) w'ere common in this country, particularly in places 
where there was much under-wood. I'hey were felddm eaten by the country-people. 
It is remarkable, that this bird cannot remove from one 'place to another without 
laughing afterwards. This laughing noife, as well as its cooing, always betrays its 
place of abode, 'i'he flefli of it tailed rather dry. 

Green Mountain Swallows {merops apui/h'r\\viire alfo to be feen near fome of the 
farms, and that frequently in the greatell numbers. I'hefe birds are extrenu'ly beauti- 
ful in their yellow and fea-green attire. In the day-time they feek their food, which 
confills of infefts, in the fields ; but in the evenings they return in flocks, chirping in 
fuch a manner as pferfeftly to deafen one. They then aflemble toj';ether by degrees in 
the gardens, and at length go to rooll in the branches of orange and other trees before 
it grows quite dark. 

The month of September w'as already begun, and the beautil'ul and flow'cry fpring 
making its appearance, put me in mind r)f preparing for a long journey up the country. 
But here more obllacles and difagreeable circumllances threw themfelves in my w'ay 
than I could ever have imagined. The trifling viaticum I had brought with me from 
Europe, 1 had long ago confumed, and in the fcventccn months which I had palfed 
here, I had received no fupplies from Holland. ‘At Amllerdam, indet'd, 1 had great 
and powerful patrons in the burgomafters Ryk Temmink and Van der Poll, together 
with the privy coutd'ellors Van der Deutz and Ten Hoven, by the perfuafions and at 
the expence of whom I had undertaken this long voyage ; but to my great misfortune, 
both of , the governers Tulbagh and Rheede van Oudflioorn, to whom I was ftrongly 
recommended, and from whom I had reafon to expert every lupport, had departed 
this life, the one dying previoufly to my arrival at the Cape, and the other in. the voy- 
age thither. I was tlierefore a ftranger in an unknown j)lace, and left to myl'elf and 
to my fate till my friends at Amllerdam could be informed of my fituation, and endea- 
vour to belter it. Misfortunes feldom come Angle; and 1 had now iiiy double portion 
of affliction. For when I intended to take up my falary from the company, it appeared, 
that the Ihip in which I had arrived, was come without its muller-roll. This was there- 
fore firll to be brought from Europe, before any one could receive his pay. When 
the Ihip failed from the Texel, the vifitation-officci s in their hurry had forgot to deliver 
in the nufler-roll, and the captain to demand it. The confequence of this was, that 
none of -^11 thofe that were engaged on board the fhip, could, during the fpace of two 
or three years, either obtain tlieir pay or Icave'to go home. The vifitation-oflicers 
(kruyd leefers) are two of the Company’s fervants of the lowell rank,' who are flationed 
in each Ihip during the time that the Ihip lies at anchor in the Texel : thefe people have 
the infpedion over every thing that is brought on board, and the care of providing the 
Ihips with what they want every day, till they go out to fca. Thefe, who, in order to 
keep account of the officers and crew, had the mufler-roll in their pofleffion, were 
lo interefted 
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interifeftcd fcoundrels, and more intent upon being treated and bribed, and felling and 
bartering their cheefe and butter, than they were fober and vigilant in the performance 

of their duty. ^ 

The preceding year I had been obliged to contrafl: debts to a confiderable amount, 
and had now no other refource left than to encreafc them, efpecially if 1 were to be 
enabled to undertake another expenfive journey into the country, and not to remain an idle 
fpeftator at the Cape. I therefore again had recourfe to M. Bergh, the fecretary of the 
police, who had not only hitherto kindly affifted me with hispurfe, but alfo generoufly 
opened it to me on this occafion, and thereby enabled me to make another excurfion 
into the interior part of the fouthernmoft point of Africa. 

My equipage was in* moll refpefts the fame as that of the foregoing year, with this 
difference, that inftead of the old broken cart, I had a new one which was tihed with 
fail-cloth. I was alfo novj the foie poffeffor ot it, and avoided being encumbered with 
the ferjeant and gardener, who the year before greatly contijbuted to render a fmall 
cart Hill more infufficient for my wants. Befides boxes, paper, ammunition, and other 
neceffaries, I alfo took with me this year feveral medicines to diftribute among the 
colonifts in the interior parts of the country, who might Hand in need of them, and 
had before upon various occafions Ihcwn me the greatell kindnefs. 

For my fellow-traveller I had an Fnglilh gardener^ of the name of Mafon, who had 
been fent hither by the King of England to colledl all forts of African plants for the 
gardens at Kew. Mr. Mafon arrived the year before, in the fame Ihip in which Captain 
Cook, with the profeffors Forller and Sparrman, were to make their celebrated voyage 
round the world, and towards the fouthern pole. He had arrived at the Cape after I 
w'as fet out on my journey to Caffraria; and Ihoitly after this he ma^e an excurfion 
into the country, accompanied by Mr. Oldenburg, w'ho went with him, partly as his 
companion, and partly as his interpreter. Mr. Mafon was well equipped with a large 
and Itrong waggon tilted with fail-cloth, which was driven by an European fervant, 
upon whom he could depend. We had each of us a faddle-horfe, and for our waggon 
we had feveral pair of oxen. 

I'hus wc formed a fociety, confiding of three Europeans and four Hottentots, who 
For the fpace of feveral months were to penetrate into the country together, put up with 
whatever we fliould find, whether good or bad, and frequently feclude ourfelves from 
almoft all the reft of tke world, and of the human race. * 


Second Journey into Caffraria^ *773’ 

• • 

WITH fo flender an equipage as the before-mentioned, and in fuch a mountainous 
and defert country as Africa, 1 had refolved to make an expedition this fummfr into 
the country, to the north-eaftward, as lar as the Snow Mountains ; and firft diredling 
my courle to the northward, to pafs • afterwards through Camdete, and othbr moft 
uncultivated trails, ‘without taking the,neareft and moft beaten road.’ 

This refolvc was indeed rather extravagant; yet I would not leave it unfatisfied, 
particularly as it was a matter of indifference to me what parts of the country I vifited, 
provided only they were fuch as I had not feen before, and whero I might colled 
ammals and plants hitherto unknown. 
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My fellow-travellers and I having fet out from the Cape, on the i ith of September 
1773, we arrived firrt at one of the Company’s polls, called Jean Befis Kraal, and 
then at Riet Valley, a farm where cows are kept, folely for the governor’s ufe, and 
for the purpofe of furnilhing his table once a week with frelh butter. For this reafon, 
all that travel this road are forbidden to fuft'er their horfes or oxen to graze in the 
neighbouring paltures ; whereas otherwife all Africa refembles a common, in which 
any one is at liberty to turn his cattle out wherever he pleafes. 

*On the right, as we paffed along, lay the Tiger Mountains, and, on our left, the 
Blue Mountains ; over one extremity of which we palTed on horfeback. Thefe, juft 
before they rife, have a few fand-hills fcattered in the front of them, and contain no 
ftones at ail that are vifible ; fo that they appear, for the grdater part, to be merely 
huge fand-hills, formed by the drift-land from the hatbour. 

The whole country was covered with fand and downs,, and abounded in fwamps 
(Valley), which having been filled with water during the winter, now began to pro- 
duce fine pafturage for the cattle. For this reafon the farmers here graze only, and 
fow but a fmall quantity of wheat, but pay no attention to the vine. The water us for 
the moll part brackilh, and even this, for the greateft part of the year, is very fcanty. 

Turtles were feen here and there in the ponds ; and fometimes they were kept in the 
houfes in glafs veffels full of water, for the purpofe of being conveyed to other places. 
At the approach of rainy weather, we were informed that the turtles always rofe higher 
in the glafies. 

Towards evening wc arrived at Mrs. Muller’s farm. 

Among the bulhes in the fands we frequently faw land-tortoifes crawling, and the 
young ladies in the houfe had ordered the Haves to bring fcveral of them home, of 
various fizes, lor our repaft. The tejludo pufilla w'as the molt common fpecies here, 
and it was this which was now laid upon the fire for our eating. I Hipped into the 
kitchen on purpofe to fee (he mode of drclling it, and found that the girls were cruel 
enough to lay the poor animal wide open on the live coals, where, fprawling with its 
head and feet, it was broiled alive, till at length it burft to pieces with the heat. I'he 
eggs, which werf in a great number, and confifted of yolk only, were the moft 
lufeious and defirablc part of it. 

The roots of fennel were roafted and eaten in the fame manner as thofe of anife. 

The bulbs of the iris cclulis, a plant which grew here in abundance, and decorated 
the fields with a variety of white, yellow, and blue flowers, were brought in great 
quantities by the Haves. T hey were eaten either roafted, boiled, or Hewed with milk, 
and appeared to me to be both palatable and nourifliing# 

On the 13th, we arrived at the Company’.s poll in Groenq Kloof, having pafled by 
Daflenberg, Burger’s Poll, and Grocne Kloof Mountain. At Burger’s Poll, as well 
as on Koberg, there Hands a cannon, near a high flag-ftaff, for the purpofe of fum- 
moning the colonilts on this fide pf the country to the Cape on any hidden approach 
of danger. 

Tl^e country here was a deep fand, and full of downs, which made the roads very 
heavy. The houfes, for want of wood, were built of unbaked clay, formed into 
bricks,^ and dried a little in the air. 

T’he catile were infefted witli the ftranguary.^ This diforder was remedied by thruft- 
ing a llraw into the urinary paffage, by means ’of which the clod of gum, euphorbia^ 
which had fettled there, was removed. This operation, however, was nof performed 
without lofs of blood. It was told us for certain, that unlels this obftrudion was 

removed. 
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removed, the bladder would burft, not from the acrimony of the gum, but from the 
great quantity and preflure of the urine. 

Having refted a few days, we continued Gur journey on horfeback by Ganfekraal 
to the fea-fliore. 

The inhabitants caught a halioiis, a kind of cockle, which, as well as mufcles, they 
ate boiled. 

Bgth the variegated and the white Sand Mole {niarmota capenjis and Africand) fre- 
quented the fandy plains ; and were alfo laid to di) great damage to the gardens. They 
are caught either in traps, or by digging ; in the latter cafe, they dig a hole firft before, 
and afterwards behind tfiat’made by llie animal, or clfe, after flopping up the animal’s 
hole behind, they dig another diredly oppofite to her. 

Charcoal, though it is but fetdom made in this country, which is bare of trees, fo 
that the fmiths mull be fupplied from Europe, I faw prepared in the following manner : 
the wood was placed on one end, as ulual, but in fuch a ma?)ner that the fmaller and 
larger pieces were mingled together. Round this pile were laid reeds, and the whole 
was covered with turf. In the middle, jnd alfo at the fides, was put fome refinous 
wood, by means of which the pile was fet on fire. This being done, the aperture 
at the top was covered up clofely with turf. All around the bottom feveral air-holes 
were left, which, as foon as the fire began to blaye forth, were fucceflively flopped 
up, and the fides v'ere gradually preffed more and more clofely •together. In a few 
days, when the operation was finilhed, the pile was opened, and what fire remained 
was thoroughly extinguifhed with w'ater. The whole pile was no larger than a 
hay-flack. 

The Bucku (diofma), which was collet'iled here by the Hottentots, was firfl dried 
in the fhade, and afterwards over the fire, before it was pulverized. 

I alfo vifited tfie Salt Pan, which was fituate at a fliort diflance from the fea-fhore. 
It w'as at this time full of water. 'I'he name of Salt Pans is given, in this country, to 
large collections of lalt-w'atcr ; which, when the winter rams have ccafed, partly in 
conf'.quence ol the heat of tliefun, and partly of the violence of the winds, gradually 
.evaporate, and precipitate a fait, which the colonifls colleCl for their own ufe. The 
cryitallizafion is the inofl powerful in the months of November and December, and in 
the middle of the dav, between the hours of ten and three. During that time, one 
may plainly fee the lalt, fomewhat like the cream of milk, firll cryftallize on the fur- 
face, til)^ in confequLiice of its own weight, it finks to the bottom. This faline in- 
cruflation is very fine, and yields a fine fait, which mull be colleCled as fall as it 
cryflallizes, and is driven by the fouth-eafl winds towards the north-w'cflern fidei 
Unlefs this be dc'ne, tlit* incruftation will fall to the bottf.m in feveral dillercnt flrata, 
forming a thick bed of a coarfe- grained fait, which is frequently of a grey colour, 
from the admixture of dirt, and is ufed for falling filh and meat. On the other hand,* 
the fine fait, being cleaner and whiter, is ufed for the table only, and for falling freflr 
butter. 

On the 19th of September we fet off from Groene Kloof, leaving to the right the 
chain of mountains called Burger’s Poll, and, to the left, Groene Kloof INiountain. 
Befiire us, a little fo the right, we liad the Reebokfkop, and, in front of that, we 
defci'ied the Kontdhberg, beltiiid whi»h we law the Baboons Mountain. 

Having palled thefe mountains, the level couiify prefented to our view Ribeck 
Kafleel,' Eour-and-twenty Rivers Mountain, and Piquet Mountain, together with a 
great number ot roe-bucks (^fnpra\ hart beafts {capra dorcas')., StCen-bocks {capra 
grinmid)y and diving bucks {duykers Ciipra\ befides Korrhaens and oftriches. 


We 
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We paflied by Papenkuyls Fountain, and Uylekraal, to a farm belonging to Jan 
Slabbert. 

On the 2 2d we arrived at Saldahna *Bay, w'hich has many iflands and dangerous 
(hoals, fome of which have only three fathom water. On Foundling Ifland train-oil is 
prepared from feals in earthen pans, in which it is firft expofed to the heat ol the fun to 
evaporate, y^frcr this, it is boiled in a kettle, at firfl: with wood, and then with fuch 
rersains of the blubber as will yield no more oil. There are feveral iflands lying near 
this harbour, fuch as Fundling Eyland, Taxen Eyland, Jutland, remarkable for its large 
hills of llone, Meuven Eyland, Daflin Eyland, and Schaapen Eyland, all of which are 
very ftony, and, on account of their rocks, difficult of accefs" to the Ihips. 

In Taxen Ifland, rabbits have greatly increafed fince they were carried thither, and 
are now to be found in great abundance. 

Daflin Ifland, in particular, is an afylum for the penguins- {diomedea)^ a kind of fea- 
fowl, which cannot fly at all, but dive the better on that account, and pafs mofl; of their 
time out at fea. 

The fhips but feldom enter this harbour, qnd then no other than fuch as come too 
clofe under the coafl, fo that they cannot make the road of the Cape. The harbour 
makes feveral windings, and various winds arc requifite for ffiips to fail out of it. 

On the 28th, we purfued our /ourney to Witteklipp, an eftate belonging to Tobias 
Mollcrt, w'hich rechived its name from a little mountain, or large. infulated rock, fitu- 
ated near it, and of a fingular appearance, on account of its bare and white furface, 
formed, not by lime, as the inhabitants of the place imagined, but by a white inofs 
{byjfus la£fea). In front, on the fide next to the houfe, this rock had a large excava- 
tion, in the form of a crefeent, with a vaulted roof. It was no eafy matter to come at 
this lingular cavity, as the part of the rock that Hood before it was not only very deep, 
but alfo convex, and at the fame time very flippery, except a few channels that ran 
longitudinally downwards, and were formed by the rain-water. 1 had, neverthelels, a 
ftrong inclination to reconnoitre it, as I faw a ft-w fwallows that had their nells there 
flying into it, and, as I imagined, that fome curious plants might be found there. I 
therefore took oft fny ftioes and dockings, and made a fliift to clamber up thither bare- 
foot, but found more difficulty in getting down again ; and, as no other defeent was 
prafticajile, I Hid down the rock upon my breech by the fame way. This cavity, which 
probably feldom receives fuch vifitors, had nothing remarkable‘’in it, bcfides a dead 
fwallow {jnrundo apus\ the fingularity of its form, and the difficulty of its tv:cefs. It 
was about four fathoms from the foot of the rock, nearly in the middle of it, and a 
couple of fathoms wide and high. 

Odriches were very common in this traft. It was faid that a maie oftrich makes a 
neft with three or four females, which, together, lay twenty or thirty eggs, on which 
they fit by turns in a hole they have made with their feet by trampling in the fand. 

A kind of wild dogs, which werh here called jackalls, and are the fame as Samfon’s 
foxes mentioned in Scripture, frequented thefe plains in large troops. They caught a 
great humber of the wild goats or antelopes), that abound here, as well as of odriches, 
in the hunting of which they fet up a regular cry, furrounding the game firft at a dif- 
tance, and approaching nearer to it by degrees. 'I'hey likewife committed great havock 
among the fann.";rs’ flieep, unlefs thefe were carefully guarded by 'ihepherds furniflied 
with fire- arms. 

It is only in the fpring and in the beginning of fummer that thefe low fandy plains are 
adorned with flowers. After the fouth-eaft winds and the drought have fet in, the feeds 
of thefe flowers are quickly fcattered over the fields, often before they are .quite ripe. 

For 
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For this reafon I was obliged, when making colleftions for the botanical gardens of 
Europe, efpecially of the annual plants, to gather the feeds in an unripe ftato, and lay 
them up in paper to dry and ripen gradually. ^ 

On the 30 th we arrived at Honingklipp, a farm belonging to Nicholas Klein. 

The crows (^corvus Hottentotlus) here were feen fitting on the backs of the cows, 
and picking infeefs ^acar'i) out of them, by which at times they were much infefled. 
Th.ele creatures alfo were accuftomed to picking the wheat out of the fields immediately 
after it had been fown. 

Here 1 faw a tame Griefltok or Greybuck ( copra), of the fize of a middling lamb, 
that hatl been caught in .the ‘land y fields. Both this fpecies, and that called Steinboks, 
were reported to hide their heads, in the idea that nobody can fee them, for which 
rcafon alio they feldom run out Ifom among the bufhes, till one is come quite dole to 
them. 

The thickets in thel’andy plains confided folely of tall and flchder Ihrubs from four to 
fix feel high, d’heir trunks and branches were frequently fo fmall and llender as to be 
unfit for fuel, though they afforded fuffiejent retreats for various fpecies of game. To 
me they were often very troublcfome, in hiding from me a number of fmall birds, which 
I hatl Ihot down from their liipple twigs. 

We continued our journey, paffmg Patryfkerg, and fame to a farm of Peter Lolper’s, 
called Rofendal. , • 

On the firll of Odober we vifited another eftate of Lofper’s. This country, fituated 
between the bays of Saldahna and St. Helena, near the fea-fhorc, was low, abounding 
in fand-hilis and pools of water, now fwelled by the winter rains and by Mountain River, 

We intended to have arrived at Mountain River on the I’econd of this month, but 
could not attempt it by reafon of the depth of w'ater in the above-mentioned pools, and 
thus we could not get to the eflate of one P.Ielk, for which purpofe we otherwife might 
have croffe'd the river in a boat ; we were therefore obliged to go on to Brandt’s houfe 
on the Salt River, and from thence to an eftate of his Ion’s near Matje’s Fountain. 

This Salt River (Zout Rivier) is diflerent from that near the Cape, and which, from 
tl]efume quahiy, derives the fame name. It happens frequently that^flands and moun- 
tains, as alfo elfates, iu difterent places pafs by the fame names, a circumftance which 
caufes a great confulion m the geography of this country. As to the eilates, the jiames 
of which are propofed By the farmers, and confirmed by government, this might eal'ily 
be remedied, if the governor paid a little more aiteniion to fuch a vafl colony, the extent 
of which many times exceeds that of the Seven United Provinces in Europe. But con- 
fidering that the wiiole colony, 'as well as the town, though founded near one hundred"® 
and fifty years ago* as yet pafs by no other name than that of the Cape, which fuffi- 
ciently fhews great carcleffnefs and a bad police ; it is not furprifing that the farms often 
obtain the molt abfurd names. 

The Hottentots had fuch a quantity of leather thongs about their legs, as even to 
reach above their calves, infomuch that by them they were freed from the danger of 
being bitten by venomous ferpents, for whi^h purpofe I luppofc it probable theyVore 
them. ^ 

The gold-finches i^loxia orix) were Ihid firll to devour the blofloms of the wheat 
(anthera triciti), and afu r wards the corn itfelf. They are feen here in innumerable 
flocks, efpegially near fuch rivers as are overgrown with tail reeds, on which they build 
their iiefts, from whence their ciiirping, efpecially towards evening when they come to 
roofl, is heard at a great diftance. I’he hen is always of a grey colour ; 'but, from'the 
month of July till January, the blood-red feathers of the cock gradually make their ap- 
pearance. 
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pearance. This bird is fomcwhat liualler than the loxia capcnCu^ and has fmaller eggs, 
which are perfeftly gieoii ; whereas the loxia capcnfis lay grey eggs with black fpots,' 
and fomewhat larger. This bird is, likfc the whole genus of loxia, very flupid, and 
confequently the more difficult to frighten from the wheat-fields, where the mifehief 
it does to the hufbandmen is often great. Though confiderable numbers of them arc 
fhot, yet they immediately return, heedlefs of danger. 

The Korrhaens w^ere obferved to devour the buds of the cotula iurbinnta, which w'as 
common in all the low and fandy plains. 

On the 3d, w'e arrived at the elfate of Floris Fifher. This trad, from tlic Grocne 
Kloof (Green Valley) and Ifiil farther, was called Zwartland, ;md had a church of its 
ow'n. Ever fincc the death of the vicar, which at that time was three years, this had 
been vacant, no one being arrived from Holland tofucceed him. Nev('rlhcleis. fervice 
was performed here once a month by a clergyman from the town : ll.! fanners had a 
long tvay to church, foihe of them two days journey. 

We penetrated, on the 5th, farther up into the country, along and beyond the Jllack 
Mountain to Stoffel Smidt’s. 'I'he fand-hillsrvanilhed by degrees, and the country be- 
came both more lofty and of a firmer nature. 

I’hc cyaficlla capenjis (Raapuyntjes), a kind of onion, w'as roafled for the table of the 
farmers. 

The vifeum £tfjioj>iaim was ufed in diarrhoeas, and alfo for teti,. 

On the 6th, we arrived at young Stabbert’s, and had Picketberg behind us to 
the left. 

When one is at the Cape, this part of the country rifes to the view’, like a ridge of 
contiguous mountains; but, on approaching them, I difeovered, that the hills are 
divided, and form feveral diftinO: ridges. Ribeck Kafleel is a ridge of mountains, 
extending from eafl to weft, till the Zwarte Jferge (or Black Mountains) dole the 
ridge. Thefe therefore do not run parallel with the long trad of mountains that lie 
higher up the country. 

We proceeded farther to Cornelis Gofen’s farm, who is a faddler, and where I was 
obliged to leave one of my oxen that proved lame in the loins, and was rendered unf')t 
for the journey. The great mountain river (Berg Rivier), to which we were now 
arrived-, Itad, through the great quantity of rain that liad fallen, become impailable at 
the ufual fording place near Vleermuys, fo that we croffed it o*n the 7th, in the ferry 
near Pit Juber’s farm. 

This man keeps the ferry in order and going, and thereby gets a fntig fum of money 
yearly ; for, each farm fituated on the oppofite fide' contributes eight gilders per 
annum, and befides this, he has the advantage of cafual paffengefs. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that every faniicr is obliged to pay his quota towards the keeping of this ferry, 
let him be rich or poor, and whether he ufes it or not ; for many of them do not, but 
repair to town with their ‘goods iii fummer, when the w'ater is low and fordable, cafily 
by their waggons. 

Fr\mi hence we direfted our courfe to Johannes Licbenberg’s, where we began to 
fee vineyards and gardens with lemon and orange trees. 'Ihe road was now per- 
fvflly hard, confifting of reddifh rocks, and the fields were tolerably w'ell covered 
with grafs. . ‘ 

On the 8th, w'e proceeded to Chriftian Liebenberg’s farm, and, on jthe 9th, to 
Gert Kemp’s, near Daffi Klipp, and afterwards palled by Frederik Leibenberg’s, 
croffed the difficult paffage of Kartous Kloof to Wilhelm Burger’s, where we arrjved 
in the eveqjng wet and terrified, the rain having continued during the whole time of 

7 our 
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qtur palling the mountains, which were befides fo fteep as none but thofe who have 
travelled over them can well conceive. Kartous Kloof, which croflfes the fame ridge 
as Roode Zand Kloof, but lower down towards the northern end, is alfo confidered 
by the hulbandmen as one of the moH; difficult roads that go acrofs the African moun- 
tains. It is not very high at the weftem part, but becomes the more terrifying on 
that account to the eaftern fide, being there very fteep and the road very ftony and 
narrow, with an abyfs to the left. The driving a hand’s-breadth only out of the trat^ 
may demolifli waggon, oxen, and driver, and the palling was now made more diffi- 
cult from the frequent Humbling of the cattle, owing to the llipperinefs of the road, 
which was occafioned by. inceffant rains. The farm was fituated juft at the foot of the 
mountain where we arrived, to the great aftoniftiment of the farmer and his wife. 

This fpot is like Roode Zand, *a broad valley furrounded by mountains, watered by 
a rivulet, called Olyfant’s (Or Elephant’s) Rivier, and abounding in grafs. It is entirely 
fcparatecl from Roode Zand by Winterlioek and other ridges of mountains. However 
it differs thus far from Roode Zand, that it lies much lower, and is likewife confidera- 
bly narrower, being only a few mulket-lhctf broad. 

On the loth, happy to find our vehicle in a tolerable condition, after fo dangerous 
a journey, we let out to Skalk Burger’s, and crofled the Elephant’s River, which we 
afterwards had to the left. • 

After taking a hea’'ty breakfaft, we fet out for the warm-bath, Situated at a finall 
diftanco from the farm. The road thither was very low, fwampy, and troublefome, 
till w'e approached the foot of the mountain. This Olyfant’s warm-bath is alfo called 
Engel Bath, after the attorney-general Engelman, w'ho caufed it to be cleaned and 
dug, and ereefed a handfomc ftone building at the Company’s expence, for the accom- 
modation of the bathers. The veins of this fpring arife from the ealiern fide of this 
long trad of mountains fomewhat above the foot of them, in a cleft which inclines to 
the fouthward, and there forms a ciol’s cleft. Of thefe veins there are many, but 
three of them in particular, carry the water into feveral fmall huts, for the colonifts. 
Haves, and Hottentots, for each of thefe feparate huts. All of them have three or 
four fteps going into the water for the bathers to fit on, and are alfo floored on one 
fide for them to lie on, whilft they arc fweating. This water is not boiling-hot, but 
lukewarm, has no tafte, leaves no fediment, but had only fome green vegetable 
matter {conferva) growing in its runnels. It lies on the fame fide of the fame range of 
mountains^ and is of the fame nature with the warm-bath already deferibed at Brand 
Valley. With this water as well as with the former, linen may be waffled without being 
ftained, and viduals dreff'ed without any difagrceable tafte being imparted to them • 
by it ; the blue-colour of 'fugar-paper is not changed. The f;.rms here have vineyards 
and orchards, and excellent fodder for cattle. 

The mountains to the right divide Bocke-veld from this valley, and foem to form 
five confiderable ridges feparated by deep valicys, vidiich, when we fired, gave reite- 
rated echoes, like thofe that are heard after thunder. A high and flat mountain here, 
with two heads at each end, was called the Little Table Mountain. s 

On the 1 1 th, we rode paft Andrew T.ubbe’s, to a farm belonging to Peter Ggus. 

I.ions and other beafts of prey are, kt prefent, fo effeftually feared and routed out 
of thefe mountainous trads, that the farms are I'eldom vifited by them : neverthelefs 
the farmer .continues paying to the Company the old tax, called Lion and Tyger 
Money. This tax is paid by each burgher, at the rate of four rix-dollars for 
lion? and two guilders for tyger-money ; out of which fund, at the tflne when ’the 
colony began to extend itfelf, and when the colonifts were much infefted by wild 
vor., xvj. M ** beafts. 
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beafts, a certain premium was paid to every one who killed or caught any of thefe 
animals. , At firft, government paid fixteen rix-dollars for a lion, and ten guilders 
for a tyger, after which the Aim was dkniniflied to ten rix-dollars for a lion’s, and fix 
guilders for a tyger’s Ikin ; but, at prefent, thefe animals being fo far extirpated that 
there are fcldom any of them to be feen, the premium is difeontinued, excepting in 
cafe they are brought alive to the Cape, which is hardly prafticable. This tax, never- 
tbelefs, is not abolifhed, although its inftitution has Iiad the deAred effedl, and the caufe 
has ceafed ; but, in the fame manner as in many other countries, has afl'umed the nature 
of taxes and funds. 

Befides the annual tax which the farmer pays for his 'farr}i, he pays alfo for wax- 
candles four rix-dollars a year, for every horfe, one ftiver, and for every hundred 
Iheep, one guilder. Each farmer, whether he be ridh or poor, whether poli'efled of a 
large or fmall farm, pays for mending the roads and Areefs. I’he bridge and ferry- 
money all pay alike, le't their road lead them that way or not ; but then they are ex- 
empt from all billettings, crown duties, tithes, clearing the roads, furnilhing horfes for 
travelling, day-labour, &c. , 

I faw here a girl that had had the mealies three years before, which had left behind 
them black and blue marks on her forehead, and under her eyes (^ fugillationci)^ which 
were of a greenilh caft. They generally remained two or three weeks, then went away, 
and afterwards returned. The parts above-mentioned were pgrticularly afl'edted by 
thefe fpots, though they appeared alfo in other places, as for inftance, in her hands 
and arms. 

A farmer advanced in years, likewife, had fallen into a decline after the mealies ; 
however, he was pcrfcQly rellored by what I ordered him. 

On the follow’ing days we proceeded along the valley to Barent Lubbe’s farm, paft 
Pickenier’s Kloof, and Matron’s farm, which lay to the left of us. 

On the i4ih, the country began to grow hilly, and we arrived at young Barent 
Lubbe’s, at the end of the cleft. * 

'Ehe root of the fpecies of Stoebe, which grew here, fmelt quite like valerian {yalc^ 
riana phu), and might poflibly have the fame eft'etf as this plant has in the epik-pfy. , 
On the I 5th, we proceeded on our journey, furnifiicd with a few days’ provifion, 
and irvsaiit to get over the mountains to Kis Koopman’s farm, from thence to Spannen- 
berg’s, over the river Dorn, and, finally, as far as Clas Lofpef’s farm, which is fitu- 
ated in the lowcrmoll Bocke-veld j but we had not got far up the mountain before a 
misfortune befel us, through the carelelfnefs of the driver. Our carl overturned, and 
one of the fliafts were broken ; fo that it w’as iinpo.'Iible lor us to proceed any farther 
acrofs thefe uninhabited mountains. We were, therefore, under the neccllity of re- 
medying the evil as w'cll as we cotdd, by tying the lhaft up with cords, and returning 
to the farmer, to alter the plan of our journey. 

Alter having Hill more comple'tely repaired our lliattercd vehicle, we refolved to let 
both the waggon and cart go llowly back, through Pickenier’s Kloof, and afterwards, 
up the country, through Roode Zand’s Kloof to Ro''de Zand, there to red and w’aif 
for ouf arrival. In the meantime 1 and my Englilh travelling companion made a tour 
on horfeback farther back into the valley to GAus’s farm, and paffed through the long 
vale, called Eland’s Kloof, acrofs the mountains to Bernard Fo]*fter’s, in the Koude 
Bocke-veld, as it is called, or Cold Goat’s-lield. Eland’s Kloof was very, broad, and 
had a large river in it. This country, which is fituated between the lowermoft, or 
warm Bocke-veld, and between Olyfant’s Kloof and Carro-veld, lies very high, and is, 
in the win|pr, very cold, although not fo cold as at Rogge- veld, wliich lies farther to 
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the Other fide of the Carrow, and whofe inhabitants, for feveral months in the year, 
that is, from April to September, are obliged, on account of the fnow and cold, to 
remove down to the lower and warmer Carrow, which, at that time, is plentTfully fup- 
plied with water by fhowers of rain, attended with thunder. Thofe that inhabited this 
Bocke-veld foraetimes remove acrofs the mountains with their cattle to Carrow, though 
this is ftriaiy prohibited. 

A ferpent, called Boomflang, was faid to get into the trees, and fwallow the birds it 
found there ; and the Roodbeckjes (Loxia Aftrild) made great havock in the gardens, 
where they devoured both blolToms and feeds. 

The wild-goats (SteenJjocks), and particularly the diving-goats (Duykers), damaged 
the gardens greatly, where they ate oft' the buds of the trees. The leaping-goats 
(Springboks) alfo do a great deal of mifehief in the wheat-fields, efpecially as they 
come in troops, and cannot be caught cafily, either by fnares or fpring-guns, but mult 
be Ihot with rifle-barrelled guns in the corn-fields when they ceme there. This is done 
in the following manner ; a man digs a hole in the field, where he can fit unfeen, till 
the animal approaches near enough to be fired at with a rifle-barrelled gun. 

The cold Bocke-veld is nearly as broad as Olyfant’s Kloof, furrounded by high 
mountains on all fides, which clofe together to the north-weftward, leaving only a nar- 
row palTage to a fmall plain, fituate on the other (jde of it. Snow foiuetimes falls 
here, and lies for a while undifl'olved. • 

As cold as this country is, ftill it was formerly much more inhabited by the Hotten- 
tots than it is at prefent by the Europeans, who only occupy a few farms in it. All 
over the country the Hottentots live together, many in a community, foraetimes to the 
amount of feveral hundreds in a village, feed on roots, and the ftcfli of wild beafts, and 
of their own herds (which have the whole country open to them for their pafturage), 
and at the fame time are fatisfied with a little. On the other hand, every colonift has 
a farm to himfelf, part of which mull be laid out in wheat-fields and vineyards, befides 
which, his herds of cattle mull be lafge and numerous. W ild beafts are deftroyed 
without r.ercy, confideration, nr economy, infomuch that fome are killed for amufe- 
inent, and others are deftroyed on account of the damage they do, and for their Ikins 
or hides. 

As for the reft, the Bocke-veld is tolerably fmooth, without trees or bullies : except 
a few low rhinoceros Ifulhes, which are feldora to be met with ; it bears only grafs, and, 
in fome places, a kind of tall rulhes- Near the mountains are foraetimes feen a few 
low and fcattered trees of the protect gradijlora fpccics (Waageboom). 

The whole of this country Hhs received its name from the Spring-bocks pygar- 
gus), which refide'here in fcattered herds, and, in certain yeais, migrate hither from 
the more remote trafts of the continent in aftoniftiing numbers. 

The mountains which lie on each fide are quite barren, like an old wall, and rife up 
boldly without any foot projeding from them, or anyhillocks lying diredly before them, 
as is ufual with other mountains. I’hey feern to be greatly worn and confumed by the 
operation of the air upon them, and will probably, in time, undergo confiderablo alte- 
rations in their external appearance. The air deftroys the cohefion of fome parts, and 
caufes them to crumble away into fmall particles, which are afterwards carried* off by 
the rain, not to merition larger fragments, which foraetimes fall off from the inain body, 
and the cavities formed by the ftagnation of the rain-water on their furface. 

The rocks, which had many ftiarp projecting points, were fometimes compofed of 
quartzofe-ftones, quartz-rubble, and fand-ftone cemented together. From moifture 
thefe crack, and, getting loofe, fall out, and roll down in large pieces. Hence the 
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mountains look, as though they were torn afunder, and themfelves proclaim their owtt 
vaft antiquity and decay. Thefe mountains differ greatly in the hardnefs of their rocky 
parts ; and, confequently, they mull differ in their dilTolution. In many parts of them 
pebble-ftones were found inlaid in large clulters, fometimes to the amount of a hundred 
and more. Here were likewife to be feen large hills confifting of land-ftone, which 
at the bottom was as white as chalk, and friable, and at the top yellow, with a mix- 
tvye of yellow and red tints. In tlie valleys and near the rivulets, was found the fineft 
land, which mull doubtlefs have been brought down from the mountains and their ad- 
jacent hills by the rain-water. In the Bocke-veld mountains to the eaftward, the Ilrata 
lie obliquely, as if one fide of the mountain had funk down j tlje broader Ilrata alio were 
lower to the north-weft than to the fouth-eall end. 

Thefe large and high chains of mountains, therefore, which lie in fevcral rows, di- 
vided by broader and fmaller clefts and openings, are the A'ips of the foutheni parts of 
Africa. ' 

The Spring-buck {cafra pyg^irgus') does not refidc in the mountains like the roc-buck, 
nor in the thickets like the Steen-bock, or^uykers-bock, (where the hounds would 
eafily catch him, as he could not run very fall there) but in the open fields, where he 
makes the fineft and moll furprifing leaps that can be imagined, frequently above fix 
feet high. , 

Among the fcw'llirubs that grew in the mountains, 1 found he^e that curious llirub 
the fly-bulh {roridula dentata), the leaves of which are covered with fine hairs, and a 
tough glutinous fubftance, to w'hich fmaller infetls adhere. It is placed in the houles 
for the purpofe of catching flics. 

On the 1 8tb, we rode to Ifaac Vifage’s ; the lliei'p here are counted morning and 
evening, viz. when they are turned out and brought home, and are marked in one or 
both years, that they may be known again when they come to be mingled niih others’. 
This counting of the llieep w’as always the miftrefs’s bufinefs, w ho had alfo given to each 
Iheep a particular name. An excellent memory and daily practice had io Iharpeticd 
her attention in this refpecl, that, if one ainongll feveral hundred Ihecp wore ablent, ilie 
miffed it immediately. 

On the 19th, we palled Nicholas Janfen’s farm, in our way to Carl van der Mcrwell. 

A Table Mountain which Hands lingle and alone in the middle of the country, is, to 
the north-well, flat at top, and lleep on the fide, but, to the Ibuth-ea/l, it is convex, 
Hopes off gradually, and is very high. The wheat here had not yet got into the ear, 
which however we law it had ttireaciy done on the other lide of the mountain, and the 
peafe were now lowing. Here they both low and reap a couple of months later than 
they do nearer the Cape, and in the country which lies lower *on the' other fide of it. 

Although the hulbandeian, ti.at inhabits thefe mountains, lives fo high, yet he always 
(though very improperly) calls it travelling up to the Cape, where the country lies 
much lower. 1 ' 

The great wheel of the African plough has eight fpokes, and is fo made (at the fame 
time 'that it is provided with an iron plate) that it cannot be taken off', d’he fmall 
wheel ^to the left has only four fpokes, and runs always on the grafs ridge, and thus 
keeps the plough even. 

On the 20th, we travelled on to William Pretoris’s, whofe f^rm (lands in a very 
good fituation ; but the weather, in the months of June, July and Auguft, ,is fo fevere, 
that much fnow falls, Ibinetimes for days together, and icicles are formed and adhere to 
the ‘eaves of the roof. All the calves, lambs, and goats that are brought forth duting 
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the frolt, die of cold and hunger in the ftables in which they are kept fimt up, without 
a poflibility of their being turned out to grafs. 

We travelled afterwards pall two farms belonging to Jan Rafmus and Van Heere, to 
that of Jacob Pinard’s, where was a fmall wood. The mafter and his wife were not at 
home, but only two flaves and fome Hottentot children ; we were therefore obliged to 
content ourfelves with having a dry covering over our heads for the night, without any 
thing to eat or drink, although we had travelled without food all the day long, and h'-jkd 
feveral miles to go to the next farm. 

As no entertainment was jo be had here, we fet out early the next morning, being 
the 21 ft, to Skalk van Ileere’s, where we were kindly received, and entertained both 
with breakfaft and a tolerable good glafs of wine of the growth of the country. 

Here commenced the warm Bocke-veld, which was fereened from the cold by high 
mountains and hills, fome of which were very fteep, and which we had this day 
defeended. 

'I'he warm Bocke-veld lies therefore much lower, and, in proportion to its fituation, 
is much lefs cold. In the cold Bocke-v«ld, the vine can only be cultK'ated in two 
places, and then does not arrive at perfed maturity, but, in tlie warm, it thrives better 
and yields better wine. Tlie warm Bocke-veld is a fmall traift of land, neither very 
broad nor very long, but rather of a round form, ami encircled by mountains. I'he 
out-let from it is by a narrow opening near Moftcrtlhoek and Hex R?vier. The land is 
level, all over covered with grafs, and has but a very few' Spring-bucks left, w'hich have 
been for the molt part hunted out of tl:e country. 

As two young farmers were this day to travel on horfeback, the neareft way acrofs 
the high mountains to Roodc Zand, that lies (Ui the other fide of them, Ave determined 
to embrace the opportunity, and accompany them thither ; but my travelling companion, 
after we had got to a little diftance up the mountain, finding he had forgot his faddle- 
bag, was obliged to return for it, anc^ our weary horfes not being able to go very faft 
in that mountainous country, we were left in the lurch by our guides, and, loling the 
track, ■'.'lere obliged to return to the farm by the fame way as we came. From thence 
We irode through a great part of the w arm Bocke-veld, and before Evening arrived to 
a handfoine farm abounding in cattle, milk, and butter, which belonged to Peter 
Funere. ^ ^ 

From hence wc had no other road to Roode Zand than by Moftertfhoek, through 
a valley which was very narrow and low', betw'een very high mountains projefting on 
each fide. But this journey w^as hazardous at fuch time of the year when the large 
and wide rivulets which w’e had to ford in the d'lle were brim-full. 

In order to pafs with ftifety over this dangerous fpot, w'e hire d a forvant, w'ho, being 
acquainted with the country, was to precede us on horfeback, and point out to us the 
moft fhallow places. 

On the 2 2d of Oftober wc fet out on our journey.* 

On our entering of Moftertflioek, the road was very ftony, mountainous, and fteep, 
and we had afterwards feveral ftreams to ford and branches of rivers, fuch as Brug'-drifit, 
Stroom-drift, F.lfe Rivier, and Diep-driit, befides feveral fmallcr branches of Jjrooks, 
which, uniting, form the great Breede *Rivicr. Thefe places were the more dangerous 
to crofs, as the water not only flood up to the horfes’ fides, but the bottom was full of 
large round ftones, that had rolled down from the mountains, fo that the horfes could 
fcarcely get on ; and frequently the rapidity of the ftream was fuch that they could with 
great difficulty keep the trad. 
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Near thefe dreams grew feveral flirubs, efpecially fome of the Geranium kind, that 
fent forth a pleafanr, drong, and refrefhing odour. ’ 

At length w'e arrived fafely at De«Wett’s at Roode Zand, where our oxen had 
already reded themfelves, and gathered drength and flefli for our intended journey. 

On Winterhoek, a mountain which terminates Roode Zand to tlie northward, and 
divides it from Olyfant’s Kloof, there dill lay a great deal of hall. 

• Gli is, in the Hottentot language, the name of an umbelliferous plant, the root of 
which, dried and reduced to powder, they mix with cold water and honey in a trough, 
and after letting it ferment for the fpace of one night, obtain a fpecies of mead, which 
they drink in order to throw themfelves into a date of intoxication. A couple of glades 
are faid to be fufficient for the. purpofe, and no head-ache enfues. Of the pulverized 
root, two handfuls only are taken. ‘ 

This year I examined the mountains at Winterhoek much more narrowly than I had 
done lad year, and as high as to their very fummits. The fly-budi grew here in abun- 
dance, and the fcarce plant, called protca nana, the flower of w hich relembles the dog- 
rofe, was found only in this place. On one fide of tlie mountain was a fine cafeade 
that fell down a perpendicular precipice, under which there was a hollow in the moun- 
tain filled with feveral buflies. My inclination called me thither, and 1 mult have gone 
a very round-about way to it, hr.d I not ventured to take a leap of about twenty or 
twenty four yards'in height, which 1 did without being hurt in. the lead, the bulhes 
preventing me from making a hard fall. Among other rare plants alfo wdncli I found 
here, was the difa carulea. 

^ In thefe mountains were found an elegant red flate, confiding of thru laminm, and 
diipofed in bread drata. ^ he fame fubftance was alio to be leen in large pieces that 
had fallen down from the higher parts of the mountain, and difpofed in drata wath other 
dony matter, like a marble. It appeared drange to me, that I did not, either here, or 
in any other mount^s, meet with any lime-done, or calcareous hill, nor with any mar- 
ble nor flint, excepting a radiated Gypfura, which 1 found in the mountain near Hex 
Rivier. Here I faw a farmer’s wife, who, through good living and indolence, was 
grown to fuch a fize, and was fo fat withal, that, excepting one more in anothci' pa’ll 
of this country, I never faw her equal. On her way to the Cape, flic hatl fufl'ered her- 
felf tq be weighed ; and flie then weighed three hundred and thirty four pounds or 
twenty-fix flone, horfeman's weight. * 

That Roode Zand is nothing but a valley between high mountains, running nearly 
parallel to the each other, I could clearly perceive from this circuniflance, that in the 
hollows, where the torrents of water had fwept away the earth, and dug out channels 
of one or two fathoms depth, the ground appeared to confift of the naked rock, with 
its drata, that dood up on their edge almod perpendicular, and only a little inclining 
to the fouth-ead. Thel'e drata were much foftened by the water, of a loofe texture 
and whitifh, refembling 'an indifrated clay ; in their inderdiccs, they harboured fand’ 
which the water had carried down and difeharged there. ’ 

The farms hereabouts are not very far afunder, and the colonids are in general in 
^ood <tircumdances. The vineyards were numerous, of wheat there was a great quan- 
tity fown, and orchards were planted every where, fo that the country produced the 
mod profitable articles, fuch as wine, wheat, • oranges and lemons. The cold might 
nwerthelefs be very fevere here at times ; and it was reported, that its intenfenefs the 
M year had done great damage to the vines, and, in fome places, abfolutely deftroyed 
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• 

As to cattle and Iheep, more are kept here by the farmers than are wanted for their 
own confumption and ufe ; and draught-oxen they fometimes buy from other places. 

A fraall dove (perhaps the fmallell; of the dove kind) called Maquas Duyv (columba 
capenfis) frequented the gardens, and there fought its food, which confifted moftly of 
feeds. 

The ixia bulbifera, a bulbous plant with a red flower, grew here in the greateft 
abundance. "When one approached the place where it grew, it feemed to be but thinly 
fcattered over the field, but at a diftance the ground appeared as if it were covertffl 
with fcarlet cloth. 

In like manner, here and here only, was lound befide the brooks, a green variety of 
the ixia inaculata^ another tall bulbous plant, which is as elegant as Angular, with its 
long duller of green flowers growing out like an ear of corn, and is fo qxtreincly fcarce 
all over the world. 

On the aSih, proceeding on our journey, we croflTed Breede Rivier; the branches 
of which went meandering on fo far before us on our route, that we were obliged to ford 
them feveral times before we could reach Jan Slabbert’s farm, where we took up our 
night’s lodging. * 

On the 29th, we came to Philip Plaifir’s near SalFraan’s Kloof, a place where there 
is a foot-path acrofs the mountains, along which one may go on horfe-back. 

Travelling ftill farther, we arrived at Jan de Toi’s. The country now began to 
grow broader and flatter. Toi’s Kloof again is the name of the foot-path here, leading 
over the mountains ; which alfo may be travelled over on horfe-back, and brings one 
to Drakcnltein, direftly oppofite Paarl. 

We now left Breede Rivier to the right ; and the level flat country which here lies 
about (he llrcam, and is at times inundated by it, is called Goudena. 

Farther on lies Brand Valley ; oppofite to which, on the other fide of the mountain, 

' (lands Stellenbofch. 

On the ;oth, we rode pall De PloiVs farm, and over Hex Rivier, to Keyfer’s eftate. 

I’he fi'dd was here of the Ciarrow kind, and the Iheep were faid to feed on thofe 
fucculent plants, the 7 iu'fcmbryanthemams (Vygebofehes), wliich were /uppofed to render 
the dung of tliefe animals unfit for manure. Now likewife, the farther we advanced, 
the more hilly the country grew. 

On the 3 ill, we arrived at Alowen Smidt’s farm, which lies oppofite to Hottentot’s 
Holl md. ^'I’he country here had m.;ny hills and ridges of mountains, which lay acrofs 
our road. 

November 2d, we rode over one of the ridges that lay before us to Mrs. Bruel’s 
farm, when we feemed tp be in quite another valley. 

The mountains to the left now took a fomewhat difl’erent direction, and ran more to 
the eall-fouth-eaft. 

Proceeding farther, we came to Philip Beta’s, \vhofe fann lay oppofite to Tyger 
Hoek, which is (ituated behind the mountains that projeft out from Hottentot’s Hol- 
land mountains. , 

The chain of mountains which had continued from Witfenberg feemed here to turn 
off to the eaftward, and, as it were, a-ntirely to dwindle away j but upon sf clofer 
examination, it was* found to extend (lill farther on, and to be continued by the ridges 
of mountains which only lay fomewhat farther inwards, in connexion with the fame chain. 

After this we pafled Clas Vogt’s Rivier, fo named from Clas Vogt, a colonill, who 
had been trampled to death by an elephant, and that in fo (hocking a manner. that 
fcarcely the veftige of a bone was to be feen in his remains. 

On. 
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On the fame day continuing our journey, we arrived at Gert Nel’s farm near Koch- 
man’s Kloof and Rivier. 

Mat-ware (Matjefgoed) is the name, given here to a kind of rufli that grew in the 
river, and of which mats were made, that were ufed by tjie hufbandmen for the tilts of 
waggons, and alfo to lie on. Thefe mats were foft and pliable, and the ruflies from 
which they were made, were a fpecics of grafs, which I called cyperus texiillis, of about 
four feet and more in height, almoft as thick a.s a tobacco pipe, and hollow within. 

• On the 3d we fet out for Drolki’s farm. In this tra£l, as well as in the whole of 
the interior part of the country, it was faid to rain with the wind at fouth-eaft, quite the 
contrary to which is the cafe at the Cape. • 

The farmers cultivate their farms here wdth their own llav6s, and thefe flnves were 
not only chaftifed by their mailers for mildemcanors and petty faults tltat merely 
affetled the family, but alfo, in cafe of trefpaU'es of a more forious nature, by the officers 
of police belonging to the landrolt. 

it fometimes happens, that on the hulbandman finding himfelf under the neceffity of 
complaining to the magiftrate of his Have, either on account of flagrant crimes com- 
mited by him, or of incurable idlenofs, or exteflivecareleflhefs; in wliich cafe this laUer 
takes a liking to the Have, however llrangc it may appear, the owner, nolens vole?is, is 
obliged to fell him. 

November 4th,^ we arrived a^' the celebratctl Jacobus Beta’s, a man who was now 
eighty-one years of age, and, from twelve fons, had a progeny of one hundred and 
ninety perfons, all alive. It is not this circumllance however, as Angular as it other- 
wife may be, that has given him fo much renown, in a country where they marry early, 
and where the population is very great, but a misfortune that bcfel him in one of his 
hunting expeditions. When he was forty years of age, he fliot, in a narrow pafs in a 
wood, a lion, which immediately fell, without his obferving that there were two of 
them together. The other lion rulhed immediately upon him, before he had rime to 
load his piece, and not only wounded him with, his lharp claws to fuch a degree that 
he fainted away, but alfo gnawed his left arm and fide, and lacerated him in fuch a 
terrible manner, fhat he lay for dead on the ground. The lion, that in general is 
poflefled of too noble a fpirit to revenge itfelf on a dead man, il not impelled by hunger, 
left him in this fltuation, fo that he was at length carried home by his fervants. His 
wife, a llirring and active woman, immediately fetched fcveral h;rbs, which ffie boiled 
in w..ii r, and with the decoction daily tvafticd, fomented, and bound up his wounds, 
fo that he- war at laft reflored to perfed health. He was fo much difabled however 
in this arm, that he could never afterwards handle a mufquet. He had been the firlt 
fportfman in the colony, and by killing elephants and felling their teeth, had acquired 
a tolerable It' rt tine. This man informed me thaP, in its infancy, the colony had fofmall 
an extent, and the Hottentots in it were fo numerous, that the chriftian fcttlers could 
not without danger venture as fgr as Zwellendam. At that time too the elephants 
abounded fo much, even near the Cape, that in travelling to and from the Cape, one 
niigh\ kill a great many of them. Thus he had often fliot four or five in a dajt, and 
fometimes twelve or thirteen. Twice in his life, when he was out in purfuit of thefe 
animals, he had deftroyed with his gun twenty-two elephants each day. A good 
fportfman always kills the elephant at one fliot, but, fhould he hit .any of the fore-legs, 
fo as to break it, two fliot mull be bred ; the hunter always takes his aim in fuch a 
manner as that the ball fliall pafs through the lungs. The ball is always mixed with 
one fhird oi tip, and weighs a quarter of a pound ; the piece is in proportion to this, 
and rather heavy. Each elephant’s tooth weighs from thirty to one hundred and thirty 
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pounds. They are bought up by the Dutch Company, at the rate of one guilder per 

pound. , ^ ' 

The country here began to be very hilly, and abound with grafs, and at the 
fame time had a fufficient nflmber of rivulets, and fomc wood in the clefts of the 
mountain, 

I'hefe mountains, which extended from Hottentot’s Holland, now began to be 
(higher up the country) more and more low, and afterwards appeared like brokei! 
ridges, and at laft totally vaniflicd. 

On the ^h, we went to Jurgen Beta’s, who is a fon of the old man already men- 
tioned, and pafled Blaiikenberg’s farm in our way to Rock’s, near Keureboom’s 
Rivier. , ^ 

Here we faw a monkey from Houtniquas wood, fomething Ukh the fimia Sabaa. 
The legs were all black, and the tip of the tail brown ; the te'?iclcs of the colour of 
blue ftoju*, or vitriol of copper. 

From hence we went to Zwellcndam, and afterwards to the Company’s poll, near 
Bufl'el Jagt Rivier, where we refted a few days. 

The colony of Zw'ellendam, which is fulyedf to its own peculiar landroft, had been 
founded about thirty years before. It look its name from Mr. /.wellingrebel, who was 
at that time vice-governor, or Secundu’s (Tweede), ^t the Cape. ^I'he firft landroft 
here was Renius, the fecond Crack, who was ftill alive but had refigned, and the third 
was the prefent landrod, whofe name is Mentz. 

The Company’s port had at ftrll been cltabliflted, for the fake of protefting thofe 
colonifts who had fettled on this fpot, and farther up in the country, in order to culti- 
vate the land and rear cattle. It was therefore at firft laid out as a fort, and provided 
with feven men and a corporal ; but, after the country came to be more inhabited, 
and the Hottentots quitted it, all thefe fortifications were found to be quite unneceffary 
and fuperfluous. Inftead of this, a grazing farm is now eftablifhed here, and the 
foldiers are employed in the wood, called Groot Vaders Bofeh, or (Grand-father’s 
Wood), ’.I fellinfT. for the ufe of the Company, different forts of timber for joiners- 
wwk, &c. of which timber a waggon load is fent to the Cape every three months, 
befides wh it the people of the colony, in order to aflift in maintaining them, are allowed 
to carry up and fell ihcmfelves. • 

For the fervicc of this farm, thofe Hottentots are ufed that ftill remain here, the 
reliques of former numerous hordes. This year I contrived to procure fome informa- 
tion concerning their mode of living, their manners, and their cuftoms. 

On the firft night of the new* moon one may fee the Hottentots run about, pull off 
their hats, and couftefy. * 

The ceremony is not quite laid afide of making youth, at a certain age, men ; 
from which time they are feparated from the women, and afl'oeiate only with men. 
After the youth has been befprinkled, according to cuftom, with urine, Ibme animal is 
killed, and its omentum, or cawl, is tied about his neck. The men never drink milk 
that has been drawn by the w'omen. The women here have frequently a real hufband, 
and a locum icnem, or fubftitute. The men likewife often take two wives. The^mar- 
fiage-ceremony is frequently performed,* by the bride and bridegroom,, after obtaining 
the permiflion of the ’parents, fleeping together till late in the morning. The dead are 
interred in graves, over which are fet a tortoife-fhell, filled with fome odoriferous 
powder, and three twigs of fome fhrub or other : and, after this, the company that 
forms the proceflion makes merry. Of game that has been hunted and killed, no one 
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is fuffered to eat before he is invefted with the dignity of man j nor muft man and 
wife eat any part of this animal’s heart, or pericardium. 

The Hottentots, at prefent, eat their meat either roafted, or elfe bmled in a pot 
in the ordinary way ; but not long ago, before they had got veffels of this kind from 
the Europeans, they ufed to put their meat into leathern bags, filled with water, and 
afterwards threw in red-hot ftones, which, by their heat, caufed the water to boil. 

* The Hottentots ufe bows and arrows, not only for their defence againft their enemies, 
but likewife for the purpofe of killing wild beafts ; but at prefent they have rarely 
need to employ them on either of thefe occafions. The. bow is a round ftick of about 
an inch thick, and fomething more than two feet long, and. is bent by a finew. The 
arrow is made. by a kind of reed or cane, as thick as a goofe-quill, and fcarcely a foot 
long, to the end oi^which is faltened, with a fine ftnng or finew, an iron point, Ihaped 
like a lancet, which befmeared with the poifon of I’erpcnts. Several of thefe arrows 
are kept in a quiver, which is of the thicknefs of a man’s arm, and about two feet in 
length, with a lid at the top, th^t turns upon hinges of leather. 

Rabekin is a mufical inlirument, fometfcing like a guitar, made of a calabalh and a 
narrow board, with three or four firings, which may be firetched or relaxed at plea- 
fure, by means of ferews. On this inltrument the Hottentots play with their fingers. 

Kora was a wind infirument/ which, however, was feldom ufed. 

A mountain called Potteberg, was feen direftly oppofite the farm, near the fea-lhore, 
which was faid to be about twenty-four miles difiant. 

A curious grafshopper, of a reddilh colour, of the clafs of hmiptcra, was feen in 
great numbers, feeking its food on the bulhes. When taken, it prelled out from 
beneath a Iheath that lay under its breafi, a llimy, frothy fluid, like foap lather, which 
covered both the infeft and the fingers of the captor. 'I'his was repeated as often as 
the liquid was wiped off with a linen rag. From the manner in which this animal 
endeavours to liberate itfelf, I called it gryilu^ fpumans. I'he Larvas, or half-grown 
grafshopper, or the fpecies called pjicumora, were feen in the greatefi abundance, both 
here and elfewhere, on the bufiies; but in the day-time, neither 1 nor any of my com- 
panions could find one of them in a perfeft ftate and winged, which afioniflied .me 
much. 

Roeboks, Rietboks {capra), and Bonteboks (ctipra feripta)^ frequented much thefe 
hilly and verdant fields. In thefe antelopes both lexes are furniflied with horns ; and 
the young Bonteboks are at firfi of a reddilh-brown colour, but, in time, become 
ipotted with white, though, on account of the opennefs of the country and the fliynels 
of the animal, it is difflcult to get within gun-fliot of the Bontebok, yet we were 
lucky encjugh to flioot one. It is always dangerous to come’ near one of thefe creatures 
when (hot, becaufe, if he is not quite dead, he makes ufe of his liorns, antf may put 
the iiuntfman in danger of his life. 

Here, loo, 1 had an bpportunity of obferving a curious fa£V. It happens fometimes, 
thaf when a duck is fliet in any of the rivulets, it either immediately dilappears, and is • 
feen no more, or it is found again with its feet eaten oft. This is done by tire water- 
turtlfe that inhabit thefe waters, which prey, not only on the larger ducks, but alfo on 
their young, which they feizesby the leg. 

On the loth, palfing by Peter Beta’s farm,. called Rietkuyl, we crofled Kerremelk’s 
and Slangc rivers to the Widow Fore, near Du) venhnek’s Rivier. . 

.In the whole trad of country through which we had palled all the way from Hex 
Rivier, I obferved that the banks of all the rivers were planted with the very prickly 
tree called mmofa nilotica. 
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The mountains, which extended from a projefting point at Zwcllendani, ran now 
in the direftion of due eaft and weft. ‘ ^ 

On the iith of November, having taken an' early leave of our worthy hoftefs, we 
went down to Duyvenhoek*s River, which was at a (hort diftance from the farm. The 
late rains had filled this rivulet, fo as to fhake it dangerous to crofs. The rivulets of 
this country, however, have ufually fome lhallow places, where, even in the greateft 
flood, one may crofs them with waggon and oxen. To Ihew us one of thefe drifts, an 
they are called, our hoftefs had been fo kind as to fend a have with us ; but, as he 
neither underftood nor fpoke, Dutch, he was obliged to communicate his inftrufliions to 
us by figns, which, either Trom ignorance or malice, he entirely perverted, as he pomted 
out to us a circular track over the river to the right, which we ought to have taken to 
the left. I, who was the moft courageous of any of the compa^, afi3 in the whole 
courfe of the journey was conftantly obliged to go on before and/nead them, now alfo» 
without a moment’s confideration, rode plump into the river, till, in a moment, I fank 
with my horfe into a large and deep fea-cow hole, up to my ears. This would undoubt* 
edly have proved my grave, if my horfe had not by good luck been able to fwim ; and 
I, who have always had the good fortune to poffefs myfelf in the greateft dangers, had 
not, with the greateft calmnefs and compofure, guided the animal, (which floundered 
about violently in the water,) and kept myfelf . raft in the faddle, though continually 
lifted up by the ftrean. After having pafted over this hole, I was likewlfe fuccefsful 
in my attempts to get fafe out of it, though the edges of thefe holes are in general very 
fteep, infomuch that they feldom afford one a fure footing. Holes of this ^d, which 
the Hippopotamus treads out for its refting-place, occur in a great many rivers, though 
the animal itfelf perhaps is no longer to be found there, but has either* been fhot, or 
made to fly to fome other more fecure retreat. All this time my fellow-travellers ftood 
frightened on the oppofite bank and aftoniflied, without daring to truft thcmfelves to an 
element that appeared to thorn fo full of danger. However, as foon as I had got off my 
horfe, and lot the water diain oflTrom me a little, I ordered my Hottentots to drive acro& 
the river, ".ccording to a better direftion that I gave them, after which the others followed. 

• I had the greateft reafon to be thankful to the Divine goodnefs, which had preferved 
me in this imminent danger, and the more fo, as it happened on the anniverfary of the 
day on which 1 came into the world thirty years before. , 

After our waggons were brought over the water, I did not allow myfelf time to 
change my clothes, as 1 muft have been at the pains of unpacking my trunks ; but we 
continued our journey the whole day without the farther interruption, and pafling by 
Chriftopher Lombart’s farm, w’ent to another farm belonging to Daniel Plaifir, where 
we arrived before eVening; and were kindly received. 

Here'iny firft care w'as to examine my pocket-book, watch, and other things fubjeft 
to be damaged by the water, 

A kind of corvus (or crow), called Spreuw, was fodhd both' here and in feveral other 
places m great plenty. It was lefs than a black-bird, and black, with a white rump ; this’ 
bird always accompanied the larger cattle and the fheep, efpecially in the mornings and 
evenings, before they are driven out to field, and after their return. Its occubation, 
was to pick away theinfefts (acari\ which, dropping from the bufhes i^on the anirpal^j 
and biting deep into their fkins, ftick very faft to them, and occafion them great pain. 

This bird is very wild and fhy, fo that when it obferves anybody approach it, it im- 
mediately flies away, and with many cries warns the others, which inftantly take wing, 
and endeavour to feve themfelves by flight. This bird is fifid to make fts neft in the 
fides of the rivers and brooks, for which purpofe it digs holes in their banks. 
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Thefe acari which teazed the cattle were not Ief$ troublefome to our horfes. Fre- 
quently, while I was riding through the thickets, for the purpofe of gathering flowers 
and feeds in thefe puices, my horfe, afid particularly his head, was fo thickly covered 
by thefe blood-fuckers, that neither his ears nor any other part of him could be feen, 
and ! was fometimcs obliged to make my Hfottentots free him from thefe troublefome 
gueils, before they had limc to enter too deeply into the fkin. 

, On the 1 2th we went to Clas Bruyn’s farm, and on the 1 3th, to Peter de Weft’s. 

The whole of this tradl produced aloe-trees in abundance, which in fome places en- 
tirely covered the hills and the fides of the mountains, where they appeared at a diftance 
like a numerous army. The trees are of the height of a man, with their ftems quite 
bare below, and a crown at the top of broad, thick, and fleftiy leaves. 

I obferved every lyhere the flaves bufy in tapping and preparing gum-aloe, the virtues 
of which in medicind\*;p'e well known. De Wett, the owner of the farm, was the firfl 
that prepared the gum in this country, for w'hich reafon he was faid to have the exclufive 
privilege of delivering and felling it at a certain price to the Company. 

Several farmers have fince learned the ai/ of preparing it, and at prefent frequently 
fell it at the Cape to ftrangers at lefs than half this price. 

The mode of preparing it is quite plain and fimple. It confifts, in the ufual phrafe of 
the peafants, in the tapping or the dra^ng olF the juice, and boiling it. The tapping 
may be performed* at all times in the year ; but during, and immiidiately after, the rainy 
feafon, the leaves yield a more copious but thinner juice. Thofe days that are calm and 
clear are chiefly felefted for the operation of tapping, as windy weather ftiriuks the leaf, 
fo that lefs juice is produced, and it hardens too foon. On this work, for the moft part, 
either flaves or Hottentots are employed. A leaf is firft cut oft', and laid on the bare 
ground fo ferve for a channel, upon which feveral other cut leaves are afterwards placed 
on each fide, with the large end inwards, and over thefe again others, to the amount of 
a dozen or more, fo that the juice drips from them into the hollow of the firft leaf. The 
leaves which were cut ofl not too clofe to the trunk w ere not cut into fmaller pieces j as, 
according to what the farmers aflerted, they would not yield the more juice on that ac- 
count. In this manner feveral heaps of leaves arc laid one after the other, as fall as they 
can be cut oft’. When the juice ceafes running the leaves are taken aw^ay, and the juice 
is poured into calabafhes, which here, as well as in many other olacef!, are ufed by the 
poor as bottles. The greateft quantity of juice that can be thus collected by a man in 
one day is a large calabafli or fmall pail-lull. I'hc juice is afterwards hoiked down at 
home in Englifh iron pots, to fuch a confiftence, that it will run oft a flick that is put into 
it. All impurities that fwim on the top of the liquor dre fkimmed oft in the boiling. 
The juice thus boiled down to one half, is then poured out into wooden boxes, in which 
it afterwards grows hard. The juice yields generally one-third of folid gum, ^d each 
box weighs from three to five hundred-weight, each pound of which is fold to foreign 
nations for three, or fourt, and fometimcs two, ftivers. 

On the i 5th we proceeded on our journey to Daniel Pinard’s, acrofs Goud’s Rivier. 
This river is one of the largcfl in this country. Its banks on the weftern fide were ex- 
treme^ fteep. The farm was fiturvted on the other fide on a tolerably high hill. This 
Ilream runs far up into the country, and confcquently is fupplied with water from the 
mountains, which are at the diftance of feveral days’ journey frofn hence, and which 
border upon particular trads that, at certain times of the year, *310 deluged by heavy 
fhowers of rain, accompanied with thunder. From fuch a caufe this river may be very 
fuddenly filled, and rife to a great height, at the fame time that at this place there fhall 
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be the fineft weather imaginable. And for the fame reafon this river is extremely dan- 
gerous, fo that the traveller ought not to lake up his quarters top near its banks, nor 
in the low-lands adjacent to it. The water now* came up to our horfes’ faddles. 

This day we proceeded as far as to DideloPs farm. 

On the i6th, we rode paft feveral eftatcs, fuch as thofe of Dirk Marcus, Bernard 
the fon, and the younger Plant, and haftened on to Mufclebay, to a delightfully 
fituated farm belonging to old Bernard. ^ • 

The harbour here' is very large, but no Ihips ever make it, except they are obliged 
fo to do by ftrefs of weather. 

A Danilh Ihip, called, the Kron Prinfefs, commanded by Captain Swenfinger, was 
ftrandcd here and loft, and the remains of it were even at this time to be feen. 

On the i8th, after having, in* the courfe of the day that we/r.reft?-lT there, vifited 
the fea-coaft and its ftindy hills, which in all probability was for^ierly occupied in great 
numbers by Damaquas Htjttentots, we rode paft Clafs Meyer’s* and Jacobus Tunniffon 
Beta’s eftates, and returned to Dirk Marcus near Hagelkraal, an old man and great 
elephant-hunter. • 

Thongs made of the hides of animals were every where ufed by the farmers inftead 
of cords atid ropes, both for the tackling of waggons and other purpofes. Here we 
faw thefe thongs made pliable and lit for ufe| by greafmg them, and rubbing them 
brilkly againft a tree. . • 

On the I gth, we travelled up towards the mountains, and into Hartequas Kloof, to 
a refting place called Groote Paarde Kraal, where we, for the firft time in the courfe 
of this journey, took our night’s lodging in the open air. 

On the 20th, we examined diligently thg mountains that furrounded as on all fides, 
and in the afternoon, continued our route through Hartequas Kloof to Zaffraam Kraal, 
when we got into a more plain and level country, called Canna Land, by fome Canaan’s 
Land, and at the fame tiuie palTed the heights of Canna (Cannas Hoogte). 

Here what I had heard before, was confirmed to me, viz. that feveral female oftriches 
lay their eggs in one reft ; and that, if any one touches their eggs, the birds, that 
difeover this by the fmell, never lay any more eggs in tlie fame place ; but, if the 
eggs fhould chance to be left behind, trample them to pieces under their feet. 

On the 2 1 ft, we palled Aker Hein’s farm, and took up our quarters in the qycning 
near Klipp Rivicr. I’he land between the mountains was many times broader than 
Roodc Za»d, very dry like the Carrow, and much higher than Houtniquas Land, 
that lay on the other fide of it. 

That piece of land, which* lay on the other fide of the mountains to the left, was 
called Kankou. * • 

On Ihe 2 2d, croffing Brack Rivier and Matjes Drift, and going through Matjes 
Kloof, where Lange Kloof begins, we rode paft Helbeck’s farm to Van Stade’s. 

Here we obferved on the plain, high and long, *diitin6f ’and feparate, mountains, 
which had the fame diredion as the large chain of mountains before-mentioned. 

On the 23d, we palled Buy’s eftate in cur way to Gert van Roijen’s, near Diep 
Rivier. 

The mountains which here formed tange Kloof, were, to the right, the long range 
of mountains fpokeh of above, and, to the left, a conneded ridge *which began neir 
Matjes Klqpf, and was lower than the long chain of mountains that lay by the fide of 
it, and whofe tops could plainly be difeovered. The land which lay on the other fide 
of ^he laft-mentioned low ridge, and the higher ridge, is called Carmenallie, a trad of 
and, which is likewife already peopled by the induftrious coloniils. The country be- 
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hind that higher range of mountains is a poor, flat, and dry Carrow-field, which 
borders on the Eaftem Olyfant’s Rivier. 

The mountaii^ in general ftretched eaft-norfh-eaft. 

On the 24th, we arrived at Tunis Bota’s farm. Here the ridge of mountains, 
over which we pafl'ed to the left, divided and formed a vale, where nothing but 
ridges of mountains lay before us, and which was not more than about two mufquet- 
' Ihot in breadth. The vale which we left to the right, goes to HoutniqUas mountains, 
over which one may get on horfeback to Houtniquas woods. 

Proceeding on our journey we pafl'ed on to Hans Olofsot\’s farm : here was a carriage 
road that led to Camenalfie I.and, and Olyfant’s warm bath. ■ 

On the 25th, we rode farther on in Lange Kloof to Mat Zondag’s. 

The land in ’Laii^c Kloof is bare, and without any Ihrubs or buflies, but abounds 
much in grafs. 

The cold in winter is very fevere in this vale, and fnow fometimes falls here which 
lies on the ground three or four days. 

As the year before I had pretty narrowly* examined this fpnt, and had gathered the 
few plants that grew upon it, I was now determined to climb up to the higheft fum- 
mits of the mountains, in order to obferve the diretfion in which they ran ; but I 
could not pollibly have had a better f^ard for my pains, than the glorious profpeft 
that now lay before me, in which a traft of mountains of a great many leagues (as it 
appeared to me) in breadth, divided into feveral ridges, with their intervening vales, 
was extended, like a map, before my eyes, and fliewed me plainly that the greateft 
part of the road I had travelled lay over various ridges of mountains, and along va- 
rious dales, on a confiderable breadth of hilly country, where many thoufands of men, 
and millions of other animals, find both food and flielter ; while, on the other hand, 
the more plain and level land, in this fouthernmoft part of Africa, for want of water, 
can feldom exhibit a fingle quadruped, or afforc^ water to one folitary bird. 

I alfo obferved, that the ranges of mountains to the eaftward, diverged more and 
more from each other, fo that thofe that lay to the left, the farther they went into the 
country, the more eafterly was their direction. 

"Want of houfe furniture, and a turn for oaconomy, had induced the hulbandmen 
here tet make lanterns out of calabalhes, which was done by cutting feveral holes in 
them. 

On the 26th, we fet out for Peter Frere’s, a bold and daring fportfmaR, and one 
of the bell elephant-hunters in the country ; a man who fpoke the Hottentot language 
fluently. 

Oppofite to this fpot ended the Camcnallic country, and a waggon road went from 
thence acrofs the mountains. 

In all this tract of country, no other bufinefs was carried on than that of grazing ; 
and a great quantity of butter was fent from hence to town, where the farmer reemed 
no more than from three to fix ftivers per pound, although it ftands the Company in 
as much as two Ihillings. 

The^ufbandman, on his journey to and from the Cape, refts in the day, and travels 
in the cool of the. night ; but we were obliged' to do juft the reverfe of this,, if we 
wiflied to colleft any plants and other things which conftituted theovhole objeft of our 
mepedition. We took care therefore to turn our oxen out to grafs at night, at every 
place where it could be done with fafety. Thus, one evening here, we had turned 
our oxen out to graze in the pldn, but not far from the farm. The evening was 
darker than ufual : the dogs made a terrible noife, and the whole herd of oxen thronged 
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•towards the houfe, without our being able, as the night was fo dark, to go to theia 
affiftance with fire-arms. In the morning, we found that the cattle had been purfued 
bv a tyger-wolf {hyana maculata)^ and that one of our oxen had been bit in the groin, 
and a portion of the fkin, fix inches broad, had been torn away ; but that the in- 
teftines did not hang out, nor were they otherwife hurt. The hyaena is a bold and 
ravenous animal, which frequently eafs the faddle from under the traveller’s head, and 
the fhoes from off his feet, while he lies fleeping in the open air. When one of thefe 
creatures gets into a fheep-fold, it not only commits great havock amongft the fheep, 
but terrifies them to fuch a degree, that they run all together in a heap, and fqueeze 
each other to death. , 

On the 27th, having pafl'ed Stephanos Frere’s, w^e came to Matthew Streidung’s; 
and, on the 28th, to Peter Nyckert’s, anil afterwards to Andrew^^jk-S^ire’s. 

Elandboks {capra ore as) were fonietimcs to be met with aniLAiot in the mountains. 
This goat is as large as a luiddle-fized liorfe, and its flefh has an agreeable tafte. The 
tongue, however, which, when faked and dried, is frequently carried up to the Cape 
for fale, is reckoned ftill more del!cious,^;uid is not inferior to a rein deer’s tongue. 
This goat was faid not to butt with his horns, when wounded, as the Bonteboks and 
Gefmeboks (capra oryx') do. 

1 law the kid caught of a very finall and pi^ emely fcarce goat, called Orebi (capra 
monticoLi). It was a brown colour, fcarcelf larger than a cat, aftd very handfome. 

Tliis animal was faiti to inliabit the plains in l.ange Kloof; and, it was afferted, that 
neither lex have horns, though, it is highly probable, that the male has. 

Kouka lay directly oppolite on the left hand, and was a narrow piece of land be- 
tween the mountains, which was already invaded by the colonifts, althijugh it was fo 
finall as to have only two farms on it. 

I was every where told, that this exterfivc country came more and more under the 
dominion of the Dutch colonifts, to whom the Hottentots w'cre conllantly obliged to 
give way, and retire farther into the Country. The Dutch alw'ays took poffeflion at 
lirft ot the bell and moft lertile parts of the land, in the wider valleys, leaving to the 
Jlottcntots, for a little while longer, the inferior tracts, between mountains, in the nar- 
rower vales, till, at length, the poor favages were driven even out of thefe, and ob- 
liged entirely to quit their native plains. * 

On the 29th we arfived, tow'ards evening, at rhomas Frcrc’s, after a very tT'ouble- 
fome day’s, journey. Che roads weie very flippery and heavy, in confequcnce of the 
great rains that had fallen ; and the rivulets that ran in the middle of the valley, and 
which we were fevcral times obliged to crofs, were of an unufual depth, lb that the 
proper place for fording ahem could not always be found. This occalioned my driverj 
unfortunately for me, to mifs the right path, and he drove fo deep into the river, that 
the water rofe up to the middle of the cart, and wetted my plants, both dried and « 
frclh, ray infe£ls, clothes, he. quite through ; fu that, when we arrived at the farm at 
night, I was obliged to look over, with incredible pains, and dry before the fire, a great 
multiplicity ot articles, many of which, hi^wcver, w'ere quite fpoiled. I alfo now tra- 
velled in the cart myfelf, as my horfe h ul loft much tie/h, and was fo much weaiied by 
the journey, that 1 had been obliged to* leave him behind at the laft; farm. The water 
not only came up to’tny middle in the cart, but the bottom of the river likewife was full 
of mud, wjiich was ftirred up by the wheels, and which was fo thick and heavy, that 
it was with the greateft difficulty that the oxen could drag the cart through. 

C)n the day following, being the 30th, we proceeded to Elfebofch, •& pretty little 
neat wood which has acquired its name from the large trees Eeffenboom, (or affi-trees, 
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Ekebergia capenjis\ that grew here; the leaf of which greatly refembles that of the Eu- 
ropean afli {fraxinus). Large fig-trees, too, {jeus edpenfis) the fruit of which is eaten 
by the baboons, grew here in abundance. A« there was no farm as yet laid put here- 
abouts, we took up our night’s lodging in file open air, at the fide of a few buflies, and 
our faddles ferved us for pillows. 

On the ill of December, we went down Krommie Rivier country, which takes its 
name from Krommie Rivier (the Crooked River), that runs meandrmg through it. 
TOs valley is nothing but a continuation of Lange Kloof ; but finks lower by degrees, 
and is likewile narrower, being fometimes no more than a gun-lhot in breadth. It has 
fcarccly any level ground ; but Hopes oil entirely from the* mountains on each fide to 
the middle, where the Imallcr dreams that run down from thele mountains are colled- 
ed, and form s- lijrire river. . 

^ Lange Kloof and fe^inme Rivier, in which there are at prefent but few of the an- 
cient inhabitants remaining, were formerly, in all probability, inhabited by the Hey- 
kom Hottentots, in great numbers. 

At the end of this valley, to the right, the heads of the mountains began to ap- 
proach dolor to each other, and to be lower, till, at length, they quite difappeared, 
without reaching to the fea-lhore. The mountains, too, were bent out of their courfe 
in fuch a manner on each fide, that th^,now cliielly llretclicd towards the fouth-eall. 

We rode pad V);rmak’s ellatc, whefp' Lange Kloofs and Kronime Rivier mountains 
came to an abfolute termination on the left ; and the country now apjieared vei v broad 
between the fea-lhore and that chain of mountains which extended did farther to the 
left, pad Olyfimt’s warm bath : in this mimner, that both the mountains to the right, 
and thofc to the left, which had hitherto extended from Bokke-vdd, now came to a 
termination ; and, to the left, were only feen the Olyfant mountains, dretching about 
ead-north-ead, within which there were a few ranges of mountains that ran moltly ead 
or north-ead, but were of no great extent. 

So that the Olyfant mountains were feen to caitinuc their courfe ; but* of thefe, fe- 
veral ridges were plainly difeerned, which at lad terminated gradually in fingle points. 
The neared vifiblq range to the left is called Zeeko Riviers-berg, and comes to a ter- 
mination near Ifaac Meyer’s farm, whfere we afterwards arrived. Behind u, was feen 
another ridge, calljed Meulcn Riviers Mountain, which terminated near Kok’s farm 
where ‘Wc daid and 4eded ourfelves feveral days, as this farm wus almod the farther- 
mod of the colony on this fide. Behind the lad-mentioned ridgf, another ^as feen to 
peep^out farther on, which was called Kabeljaw Riviers-berg, and was terminated by 
the river of the fame name. 

Zeeko (or Sea-cow) River, which at a fmall didance from^ the farm runs into the 
fea, is, in the part near the fea, tolerably well fupplied with tilh. The filhes found in 
this and other rivers all come up from the fea ; higher up, filh are feldom to be met 
with in the rivers of this part of j^frica ; fo that there is no fidiing carried on at the 
mouths of the rivers, and then it is done with nets, and by thole only whofe farms lie 
near the fhore. One day, when my landlord’s fons went down to the fea-fhore a filh- 
ing wi^ a few Hottentots, I accompanied them thither for the purpofu, of botanizing, 
The rifer was very broad here, it is true, but fp choaked up with fand-banks that had 
been cad up from the fea, that when one went into it, the water did not come up higher 
than one’s middle. I walked about for feveral Hours quite naked, as well for the fake 
of bathing, as of colledting infers and fhrubs that grew there on the banks, with nothing 
but a handkei;chief about my waid, not fufpefting that the fun-beams would have had 
any bad efi'eft upon me. But, in a Ihort time, 1 found that all that part of my body 
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which was above the water, was red and inflamed. This diforder increafed to fuch a 
degree, that I was obliged to keep my bed for feveral days, and could not even bear a 
fine calicp flurt on my body (efpecially oVe? nfy Ihoulders, which were the parts ntoft 
expofed to the fun’s rays), till 1 had anointed myfelf with cream, in order to lubricate 
my parched Ikin. 

Th<* fields here abounded in grafs, and, confequently, were proper for the rearing 
of homeu'attle, which, with butter, were the only articles they could dilpofe of.at 
the Cape. 

They churned here almoft every day, and the butter-milk, which was very feldom 
confumed by the cattle,. formed rivulets, as it were, in the places where it had been . 
thrown out. 

The Hottentots in this farmer’s fervice were numerous ; among il.ife,* the girls that 
were employed in churning were obliged to wafli themfclves, an'^I keep themfelves clean, 
at leaft their hands and arms. 

A curious and handfome fpecies of Bulfinch ( 1 /angftaart Loxia Macroura, the long, 
tailed grofs-beak of Latham) was found 4I over thefe fields, efpecially in fuch places 
as were boggy, or overgrown with ruflies. It refembles the goldfinch in its red velvet 
funimcr-drefs, in which the cock at this time of the year was fplendidly attired ; but 
differed much from that bird by its long tail, ‘which .was much longer than its body. 

In winter the cock is,grey, as the hen, who Has not a long tail, is Jill the year round. 

It was curious to fee this bird fly, with its long dependent tail that feenied to weigh it 
down, infomuch that it could never fly ftraight forwird, but always zigzag up and 
down. In windy weather its flight was much impeded by the length of its tail, fo that 
it could not diredl its courfe at will, but was frequently thrown out of its direQion. 
Its flow flight (the heavieft I ever faw in the bird kind) made it eafy to Ihoot ; and 
when it rained, as well as in windy weather, one might ahnoll catch it with one’s 
hands. 

The Hottentots that live hereabout?, and even thofe that are in the fervice of the 
Europeans, intermarry without any ceremony or regularity. A woman too, here, has 
JTometimes a hutband and a fubftitute. If a married Hottentot at &ny time goes on a 
journey, his wife may hi his abfence marry another, a circumltance that happened to 
my driver, who, on his return home, with all that he had earned in his exgedition, 
found himfelf a widd^ver. 

Laft year 1 had feel! at dift'erent places, that the Hottentots who have no horfes, made 
ufe of draught oxen for riding and carrying burdens ; and I now had an opportunity to 
learn how thefe oxen were bfoke in. An ox that is defigned for riding mull be accuf- 
lomed to bear its rider* a few weeks after it is calved, for which purpofe firfl; a fldn is 
tied over its back, with which it is turned into the field along with the cow. After^ 
wards little Hottentot boys are fet upon its back, and when the animal is thus broke in * 
a little, another calf, quite a novice, is tied fall ii. its'fide, in virder to tame it the better. 
This calf-riding, which was always done galloping, was entertaining enough, and the 
fport generally ended in the calf throwing its rider. 

A fmall grey fpecies of grafshopper (majuis faujld) was found both herd and at 
other places, which has obtained the name of the Hottentots god, and is fuppofed to be 
worflupped by theih. I could not pejeeive any reafon for this fuppbfition, but it cer- 
tainly was, held in fome degree of efteem; fo that they did not willingly hurt it, and 
deemed that perfon or creature fortunate on which it fettled, though without paving it 
any fort of aeration. 
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As water-turtle are found here, I caught one for the fake of the blood, with a view 
of trying its virtues againft the poifon of ferpents, as likewife to keep by me for occa- 
fional ufe. A,vcry fmall quantity of bl&od wits prdcured from a turtle that was not 
larger than the palm of one’s hand. After the head was cut off, and the blood had 
run out, the ferum was feparated, and the red part that fwam at top, was dried upon 
paper, when it fcaled ofi and turned black. 

•As the fpecies of palm called the bread-tree {zamia Caffra) was found in thefe parts, 
we looked for the fruit, which is very fcarce, and gathered the feeds. Certain trees 
produce only male flowers, in a large cone without feeds, and other trees again yield a 
fimilar cone, as large as a man’s head, with genuine feeds. To the under part of the 
fcales of the male cone are fixed an infinite number of anthera::, which burll, and con- 
tain a white toug]iTiitV>inollen. On the female cone, feeds, as large as Jordan almonds 
with the fhells on, ar^ontained between the fcales, furrounded wdth a reddifli pulp, 
which is good to eat. The fruit fprang out of the very top ot the palm, frequently 
before there was time for the Ihui to be formed above tlie furface of the earth, rhe 
feed was fuppol'od to come up bed. after being planted out, if it was covered with draw, 
which was to be fet on fire, and burnt ilown clufe to the ground j or if the feed was 
previoufly deeped in warm w'ater. 

In the whole of the extenfivo tvacl of>!Country which we had traverfed, from K(jodc 
Zand to Canttous Rivicr, populous as if now is, not a church if to be found. 'J’he 
farmers indeed had requeded to^have one, and, although all the red of the clergy, as 
Well in the town as in the couhtry, are paid by the Company, had offered to pay the 
clergyman tliemfelves, provided the church were erected in the middle of the ct)lony, 
a place mod convenient for them all ; propofais likew'ife had been given in for this pur- 
pofe, and even permiffion afkcd for them to build one at their own expeiicc near Kaf- 
ferkuyls Rivier, by wdiich place mod of them mud pafs in their journey to the ('ape : 
but this well-meant and pious undertaking had been now for fcveral years without fuc- 
cefs, owing to the oppofition of the landrod and a few of his neighbours, who wifljed 
to have the new chuch built near his refidence of Zwellendam, altliough it lies at one 
end of an extenfive colony. 

Our landlord w-as an elderly man, and born in Kurope : Ite was one of the keened 
fportsn^n in the country, and had made long journeys at various times intr) the interior 
part of the coad of Call'raria, in order to fhoot t iephanis, by the liile of whofe teeth he 
had acquired a tolerable fortune, and had finally fixed his abode here ii> a plcafant 
and advantageous fpot. He ndated to me upon his honour feveral circumdances to 
which he had been an cyo-xvitnefs, and which a traveller is fo very feldotn fortunate 
enough to have an opportutilty of feeing hirnfelf. Once, for inffancej' when lie was out 
a hunting, having obferved a fea-cow (Jnppopotamns ampbibhts') that had gone a littie 
way up from a neighbouring river, in order to calve ; he, with bis fuitc, lay dill and 
concealed in the bpfhe., tfil the calf made its appearance, when one of them fired, and 
(hot the mother dead on the fpot; the Hottentots, who imagined that after this they 
could catch the calf alive, immediately ran out of their hiding-place to lay hold of it, 
but, though there were feveral of them, the new-born calf, which was flill wet and fllp- 
pery, got away from them, and made the belt of its way to the river, without having 
previoufly receive J any indruclions from its mother, either relative I'o the way it dtould 
take, or tt> this mod natural means of faving itfelf. Ho ulfo told me that jhe female 
elephant always kneels in the att of copulation, and that ilierefore the male can never 
line her, excepting when fhe is hot. Concerning lions, the mode of hunting them, 
their natttre and manners, he knew much from his exjierience ; and I took the more 
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pains to procure information relative to thefe matters, as 1 now had defigned to wander 
for a long time through a country where the Iky would be my only canopy, and an 
open plain, inhabited by wild beafts, my lodgmg ; and as at the fame time I was, very 
fenfible that it was of no little fervice to a traveller to be acquainted with the nature and 
difpolltion of the wild beafts, which he is carefully to avoid. 

A lion may lie in a bufli without moving when a man is palling by, fo that the man 
feems only to take no notice of if. It may likcvvife perhaps llart up, without doing ar\y 
harm, if the man do but Hand ftill, and not take to his legs. A hungry lion, however, 
is much more dangerous, and lefs merciful ; yet it is not fond of attacking a man, at 
leaft it is very nice in the choice of its prey, fo that it prefers a dog to an ox, and had 
much rather eat a Hottefttot than a chriftian, perhaps becaufe the Hottentot, being be- 
fmeared, always ftinks, and becaufe, as he never ufes fait or fpicef- juices of his 
body are not fo acrid. It Hkewife rather attacks a Hottentot or have than buffalo-beef 
that is hanging up ; thus it happened to our landlord one night, that the lion paffed 
through the bulhes where beef of this kind w'as hung up in order to feize a lleeping 
Hottentot. In a wood, to climb up into a tree is a fore way of avoiding the lion, but 
not the tiger, which frequently, when waFnily purfoed by the hounds, rims up info a 
tree, and linds a fafe afylum there. On meeting a lion, one ought never to run away, 
but ftaiid ftill, pluck up courage, and look it fti®!^ in ^he face. If a lion lies ftill with- 
out wagging its tail, there is no danger, but if ife-makes any motion M«th its tail, then it 
is hungry, and you ar& in great danger. If you are fo fituated that there is a pit be- 
tween the lion and yourfelf, you may then fire on it, as it will not venture acrofs the 
pit, neither will it purfoe any one up an height. 

In pioportion as the farmers have cleared the land, and laid out farms jn the interior 
parts of the country, the lion and other fierce animals have neceffarily been put to flight 
and deftroyed. This our holt knew not long fince by woeful experience, but now 
lived in fomc degree of fecurity with rcfpefl to his flocks and herds, 'fhe lion is pof- 
feffed of foch iminenfe llrength, that be will not only attack an ox of the largeft ftze, 
but will very nimbly throw it over its ihoulders, and leap over a fence four feet high 
with it, although .it the fame time the ox's legs hang dangling on the ground. No 
arliinal is eaficr to extirpate than the lion, notwithftanding its great llrength, agility, and 
fagacity. After having dlfcovered by the track, how many lions there are in the troop, 
the fame number of in«fquets are placed on the fpot whither it is foppofed that tlTe lion 
will come ; after this a piece of carrio'i is tied to a ftrong cord, which is fal toned to the 
trigger of ode of thefe guns ; the inftant that the lion touches the carrion, the gun goes 
off, which is fo placed as to Ihout the bead through the head. The other lion.s that 
are prelent are fo fty frotn being feared away by the report, that u: may happen that one 
of them lhall go towards the ftnoke, aad fix its claws into the difeharged gun, and all 
the reft, one after the other, fall before the other guns, infonnich that fumetimes the 
whole troop is deftroyed in one night. But ihouM a lion chayce to be only wounded, 
and not killed .on one of thefe occafions, he wall never more approach a fpring-gun, and 
the lion thus wounded wij.1 attack A man without being impelled to it by hunger. 

The hoof-diftemper began now, as the heat of the lummer increafed, to appear 
amongft the horned cattle, and fome of. my Englifli fcliow-travell ts’ team were afteft- 
ed with it, infomuch.that he was obliged to exchange them for others that appeared 
to be healthier. 

My oxen ’had no other complaint than hunger, and they were fo emaciaited and 
worn out, that it would feem as if no diftemper could lay hold on their lean ribs and 
linalf lhanks. In the inean-time, after our cattle were relied, we let out to continue 
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our route as far as the mountains called the Snow Mountains. And as the country 
through which we were to pafs afterwards was either inhabited by Hottentots only, or 
quiti uninhabited, we refolved to take with us fome Hottentots as interpreters, guides, 
and guards, and at the fame time to lay in a fmall ftock of provifion. 

Our worthy hoftefs, therefore, put up for us a parcel of wheat-bifcuits a few loaves 
of wheaten bread, and a fmall tub of butter, and likewife killed a large fheep, which 
was falted, and fewed up in its own fkin. 

The Hottentot language is not every where the fame, but has very different dialects ; 
all of them, however, arc commonly pronounced with a kind of fmack, or clucking 
of the organs of fpeecli. This clacking I obferved to be tnade in three different ways, 
which renders it almoll impofiible for the Europeans to fpeak it properly, although 
their childrcd^ have been brought up among ‘thofe of the Hottentots, learn to 
fpeak it fluently. The firfl of thefe modes of clacking is 'the dental, in which the tip 
of the tongue is (truck againft the teeth. The fecoiu! is tht^ palaiial, when the noife 
is made by the tongue llriking againft the palate. Tie third, t)r guttural, is the nioft 
difficult of all, and performed quite low down in the throat, with the very root of 
the tongue. Thefe clackings are the more difficult to perform, as they nmft be made 
at the very inftanl of uttering the word, and not before nor alter. "I’hey occur not 
only in the beginning, but likewife in-^e middle of a word ; and fornetimes two clack- 
ings occur in a Word of two or three Tyllables. When leveraniottcntots fit converf- 
ing together, the found is very like the clacking of fo many geefe. That the pronun- 
ciation of the language is troublefome to them, was very evident to me, from the 
gofticulations they made, and from the circumftance that they w'earied their lips. They 
could talk, however, w'ith a tobacco-pipe in their mouths, but in very ftiTirt fentcnces 
only. The language of the C'aflres 1 obferved was much eafier, and was fpoken with 
much lefs clacking, which was heard in fome few words only. 

So that the inhabitants of this fouthernmoft promontory of Africa have a regular 
language ; but, in other refpeds, are fo rudt- ami uncultivated as to have no letters, 
nor any method of writing or delineating them, either on paper, in w'ood, or on ftone. 

It is in vain, therefore, to feek for any kind of learning, or any antique records, 
among them ; and few nations in the w'orld, perhaps, are lefs enlightened than they. 
Thus^ too the Hottentots could not name in their language fcveral things in ule 
among the colonifts, fuch as bafon, the bow of a yoke for draltight oacen, a kettle, to- 
bacco, &c. , 

As I was fornetimes, for fcveral weeks together, among the Hottentots, out of the 
bounds of the colony, I was obliged to learn fomething of their language ; and, the 
better to recolleft what I had learned, I ibrmed a fmall vocabulary, and, with three 
different marks, diftingaiflied the tliree ufiial clackings ; of which the dental is marked 
with the letter a, the palatial with a, and the guttural with a. 

Kolbo has a long lift* of w'orfls in the Hottentot language ; and ProfelTor Sparrman 
has even given us feveral dialeds of it : and, as fome part of what I have taken down . 
differs from theirs, I have here annexed it, for the ufe of thofe that are curious on the 
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Dog- 

Bitch 

ARiKiE, T UTU, Tup 

Sifter 

Tus 

Brother ' 

Flea- 

aTTI 

Fipe weather 

Milk 

Bi,Bh* 

Pot, drum 

Bread 

Brc 

Caffre corn 

Give bread 

,Bne Marc 

Warm 

Butter 

BING61 

To eat 

Good day 

DABCjJDABETti 

Knife 

Hemp 

DaKIIAN 

Chair 

Fire 

el,e!rkNeIP 

To fleep 

Make fire 

e^KoA K61 

To fow with a nee- 

Which is the way 

^ Daxna HAA SE 

dle, to darn 

to the next village?^ 

) aKiwi aDu 

Houfe 

Where is ? 

Dkmma 

Eye 

Cow 

G6S,G60SA 

Give 

Cow’s milk 

G6SBIP 

Money 

Eyes 

Good evening 

Gol MOTSKI 

Dwelling-place 

Geihkp 

Hat, cap 

Bad weather 

HoMA 

Wolf 

Come hither 

FLkva iia, K6NG 


Come hither, my ] 
friend j 

> Hagatschi 

Cock 

Cold 

Gx 

H6G6, KUMAP 

Waggon 

Bring hither 

Horfe 

Hanka 

Hakva, FIaap 

Red glafs beads | 


Where is the horfe ? Hakva Dem.ma iia ? Elk antelope 
Bring the horfe hither Hak\'a Seo Female elk 


Table 

Heid , 

Elks, a troop of 

Wife 

HoNNES, KUS 

Meat, flelh 

_ W’^ater 

KawMA 

People 

’ I.yon 

K;iMA 

Tooth ' 

Mouth 

KaM 

,Nofe 

Nice, delicious 

K a Nji 

ilron, copper 

Good morning 

KoA MosTsrin 

■ Breaft of a woman 

Tobacco-pipe 

Kop 

Where is the wag* 7 

Man 

KuPP. 

gon? ] 

Drink 

Ka 

Here is the waggon 

Foot-path 

Kudu 

Mare 

Houfe, farm 

Kojima 

Fox 

It is good 

KaU HEM 

Run ayvay 

Buftalo 

K a w 

Tiger 

Sea-cow 

KoU 

Ichneumon 

Hole 

K6U, Tw A p 

Sheep 

To beat 

KOA 

Cheft 

Gun 

Kabu 

Hart beaft 

Penis 

Hop 

A rock 

Gians Plnis 

KoUTERE 

Have you feen ? 

Father 

Ambup, Tikkop 

Drove of oxen 

Mother 

Andes, Tissos 

If you pleafe 
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Kanr, Tjkandi 

Kahup, TicaKwa 

TaM 

Su 

Semi 

Sang 

SINNo 

N6RAP 

NENaMHoP 

OM 

Om 

(JvIMA 

IVlu 

Marc 

Maiu 

Mum 

Kara, Tara 

KoKA 

KaBIKA 

l^oUKEKURR 

Korosa 

Kroi, Krojim, Kule 
Krakwa (by the Caf- 
fr* Kiti Kiti) 

KeN 

KeNs 

KaNNA 

Kop 

Keuna 

ifoM 

KoYP 

KoRUP 

Samma 

Hava krojim ? 

H/eva Krojim 

Hass 

GIep 

Su sE K6N 

Gvassup 

cP 

Gona 

GeIP 

Kammap 

Oip 

Musko 

Manijua 

KuMSEA,HuNKOP' 

Turn 
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Turn about, drive 7 v- I A Hottentot drefs Namkva 

back 3 JvARRA (Euphorbia viminalis Kuuoi* 

life children, which among the Hottentots are numerous, at firft wear rings about 
their legs made of rulhes, inllead of thole that are formed of hidt>', till they become 
accuftomcd to them. In like manner 1 obfcrved, that the CalTreitoys at firft exercifed 
themfelves in throwing a pointed flick, till in procels of time they were able to manage 
tfte javelin. 

The Hottentots arc much inclined to believe in witchcraft, and when any one falls 
fick, or dies, they confider him as bewitched. 

The Hottentots univerfally wore a bag juft before the parts of fhame, which was 
made of the gj;t'y part of the back of the Cape fox, and was taftened round the body 
with a thong. iT^- Cafffes wore a bag fimilar indeed to this,* but made of another kind 
of fkin, and at the fame time fo fmall that it fometimes did not cover more than the 
forefkin. 

At the entertainments which the Hottentots made, and particularly thofe made to 
divert us, I had an opportunity of feeing theii* card- playing, and a kind of an inftrumeut 
called Kora. It rcfcmbles at fnft fight a fiddle-flick, and was made of a wooden flick, 
over which was extended a llring. At jhe end of this was fallened the tip of a quill, 
and upon this they jilayed with tneir lip% blowing as if it were a wind iullrument, fo 
as to make it produce a jarring found. What they call card-phiy'ing, w*as a particular 
fport, in playing at which they talked, fnapped their lingers, and laughed. 

Having laid in a flock of provifious for our journey, and put our fire-arms in good 
order, on the 9th of December, we rook the road to Cubeljaus Rivier, where the laft 
farm now laid dut was looked after by a fervant, and belonged to Van Rhenen, a rich 
burgher at the Cape. 

On the loth we crofted Camtous Rivier, which at this time formed the boundaries 
of the colony, and which was not fuftered to ex»jnd farther. 1 his was ftriclly prohi- 
bited in order that the colonills might not be inducctl to wage war with the courageous 
and intrepid Cafires, or the Company fuflcr any damage by that means. The country, 
hereabouts was fine, and abounded in grals. 

Proceeding farther we came to Looris Rivier, where the country began to be hilly 
and mountainous, like that of lloutniquas, with line woods both in the clefts of th cmoim- 
tains, and near the rivulets ; here and there w^c law large f)its that had been^ dug, for 
the purpofe of capturing elephants and buffaloes. In the middle of the pit (tood a pole, 
which was very fharp at the top, and on w hich the animal is imj>aled alive, if it fliould 
chance to fall into the pit. , . 

The Hottentot captain that refided in this neighbourhood, immediately on our arrival, 
paid us a vifit in the evening, and encamped with part of his people not far from us. 
‘He was diftinguifhed from the refljby a cloak, made of a tiger’s Ikin, and a flail that 
he carried in his hand. 

On the iith we pafted Galgebofch in our way to Van Stade’s Rivier, where we 
lighted pur fires, and took up our night’s lodging. The Gonaquas f lottentots that 
lived here, and were intermixed with CaffVes, vilited us in large bodies, and met with 
a hearty reception,, and what pleafed them molt, fome good Dutch'tobacco. Several 
of them wore the fkins of tigers, which they had ihemfelv. killed, and by this gallant 
action were entitled to wear them as trophies. Many canl. d in their liands a fox’s tail, 
tied tp a ftick^, with which they wiped off the fweat from their brows. As thefe peo- 
ple had a tolerable flock of cattle, we got milk from them in plenty, milked into bafke’ts 

which 
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which were perfedly water-tight, but for the moft part fo dirty that we were obliged 
to ftraip the niilk through a linen cloth. 

On tile 1 2 th in the morning, we paffed Van Stade’s Rivier, and arrived at two l^ge 
villages confifting of a great many round huts^ difpofed in a circular form. The peo- 
ple crowded forward in fhoals to our waggon, and our tobacco feemed to have the fame 
effed on them as the magnet has on iron. The number of grown perfons appeared 
to me to amount to at leaft two or three hundred. When the greatefl part of them ha^ 
received a little tobacco, the]||retircd well pleafed, to a dillance in the plain, or elfe 
returned home. The major part of them were drefled in calf-fkins, and not in flteep- 
fkins, like the Hottentots. * 

Wc had brought with iis feveral things from town, with which we endeavoured cither 
to gain their friendlhip, or reward their fervices, fuch as I’mall knives, tinder-boxes, 
and finall looking-glafl'es. To the chief of them we prefented fome looking-gkifles, and 
were highly diverted at feeing the many pranks thefe fimple people played with them : 
one or more looking at themfelves in the glafs at the fame time, and then flaring at 
eacli other, and laughing ready to burfl. their /ides ; but the moft ridiculous part of the 
farce was, that they even looked at the l*ack of the glafs, to fee whether the fame 
figure prcicnted itfelf as they faw in the glafs. 

Thefe people, who were well made, and of a fprightly and undaunted appearance, 
adorned themfelves with brufhes made of the tsufe of animals, which 4hey wore in their 
hair, on their legs, and round their waift. Some had thongs cut out of hides, and 
others firings of glafs-beads, bound feveral times round their bodies. But upon no part 
of their drels did they fet a greater value than upon fmall and bright metal plates of 
copper or brafs, either round, oblong or fquarc. Thefe they I'cowered wjth great care, 
and hung them with a firing, either in their hair, on their foreheads, on their breafts, 
at the back ‘of their Jicck, or bef ore their poftoriors ; and fomciimes, if they had many 
of them, all round their lieads. My lenglifh fellow-traveller had brought with him 
one of ihofe medallions ftimck in copj)ef, and gilt, that had been lent by the two Eng- 
lifh fhips, which were at this lime failing towards tlie foulh pole, to be diflributed 
ainongfl tlie diillient nations in that quarter of the globe. This medal, was given to one 
of the Cad res who was vf iy faniiliar with us, and who was fo well pleal'ed with it, that 
he accoaipaiiied us on the whole of o\ir journey and back again., with his medal hang- 
ing dowTi glittering jufi l)elore the middle of his forehead. • 

Some ol ^theie people had hangiiu; before their breafts a conic purfe made of the 
undreffed Ikin of an animal, wduch was faflened about the neck b) four leathern thongs, 
and lerved diem for a tobacco |K)uch. Some ol them wore about their necks a necklace 
made of fmall llielVs, called ferpciU’s Ikulls {cypraa ftr>:ag upon a ftring, and 

to this hung a tortoife-ihell, for keeping the Bukku ointment in. Moft of them w^ere 
armed wdth as many javelins as they could well hold in one hand. 

The hiitstwere covered over with mats made of ruJlies, wdftch, with their milk'baf- 
kets, were fo clofe that no water could penetrate them. 

The range of mountains wliich during our whole journey we had hitherto had to the 
left, now came to a termination ; and, to the right of us, w'as feen the fca. A I'tWV'MT 
range of mountains, however, proceeded lariherinto the country to the left. 

1 he country hereabouts was full of wild bealls of every kind, and therefore very 
dangerous to travel through. We were more particularly anxious concerning our cat- 
tle, which might eafily be feared a .vay by the lions, and lofl to us for ever. 

We were like wife too few' in number, and not f'ufficiently armed, to prowft ourfclves 
againft the inhabitants, whole language our Hottentots now no longer perfeftly undcr- 

Itood.* 
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flood. We therefore came to a refolutlon to entice from this viliftge another troop of 
Hottentots to go along with us, which we accordingly did, by promifing them a reward 
of tobacco and other trifles that they were fond or, as alfo to kill for them a quantity 
of buffaloes fufficient for their fupport. This promife procured' us a great many more 
than we wanted, and our troop confifted now of above an hundred met.. 

The 13th. The country in which we now were, was called Krakakamma, and 
abounded with grafs and wood, as well as wild bcafts of every kind, which were here 
flill fecure in fome meafure from the attacks of tljc colg|ifts ; thefe were chiefly buffa- 
loes, elephants, two-horned rhinocerofes, flriped horfes and afl'es, (Zebra, ^^uagga) 
and feveral kinds of goats, particularly large herds of 1 iartebeefts {capra donas'). 

We travelled firft to Krakakamma Valley, and afterwards from hence farther down- 
wards to the fea-fhore, where there was a great quantity of underwood, as well as wood 
of a larger growth, filled with numerous herds of buft'aloes/tliat grazed in the adjacent 
plains. 

In the afternoon, when the heat of the day abated, we w'cnt out with a few of our 
Hottentots a hunting, in hopes of killing fomething wherewith to fatisfy the craving fto- 
machs of our numerous retinue. After we had got a little way into the wood, we fpied 
an extremely large herd of wild buifaloes {Im cajf 'cr ), which being in the ad ol' graz- 
ing, held down their heads, aigl did pjc;^obferve us till we came within three bundled 
paces of them. At this inftant the whole herd, which appeared to conflll of about five 
or fix hundn d large hearts, lifted up their heads, and viewed us with attention. So 
large an affembluj^e of animals, each of which taken fingiy is an extremely terrible 
objed, would have made any one flmdder at the fight, even one who had not, like me, 
the year before, had occafion to fee their artonifliing rtrength, and experience the rough 
manner in which they treat their opponents. Neverthelcfs as we were now apprized 
of the nature of the animals, and their not readily attacking any one in the open plains, 
we did not dread either their rtrength or number, but, not to frighten them, flood rtill 
a little while, till they again Hooped down to feed ; when with quick Heps, we 
approached within forty paces of them. We were three Europeans, and as many 
Hottentots trained to (hooting, who carried mufquets, and the rell of the Hottentots were 
armed with their javelins. The whole herd now began to look up again, and faced its 
with a brifk and undaunted air ; we then judged it was time to fire, and all at once let 
fly among them. No fooner had we fired, than the wdiole trow, 3, intrepid as it other- 
wife was, furprifed by the flafli and report, turned about and made for the woods, and 
left us a fpedacle not to be equalled in its kind. 'I'hc wounded buffaloes leparated 
from the rert of the herd, and either could not keep up with it, or elfe took another 
road. 

Among thefe was an old bull buffalo, which came clofe to the fide where we rtood, 
and obliged us to take to our heels, and fly before him. It is true, it is impoflible for 
a man, how' fart fi»evcT .he mayr run, to outrun thefe animals ; neverthelefs we were 
fo far inrtrucled for our prefervation, as to know that a man may efcape tolerably well 
from them, as long as lie is in an open and level plain ; as the buffalo, which has very 
fmail^eyes in proportion to the fize of its head, does not fee much lideways, but only 
rtraight forward. When therefore it is come preny near, a man has nothing more to 
do than to throt* himfelf down on one fide. The buffalo, which always gallops ftraight 
forward, does not obferve tiie man that lies bn the ground, neither does it mifs its 
enemy, till he has had time enough to run out of the way. Our woundM bull came 
pretty near ^s, but paffed on one fide, making the beft of his way to a copfe, which, 
however, he did not auite reach before he fell. In the mean time, the reft of our 
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Hottentots had foltewed a cow that was mortally wounded, and with their javelins 
killed a calf. We, for our parts, immediately went up to the fallen bull, and found 
that the ball had entered his cheft, and penetrated through the greatell part of his 
body, notwithftanding which he had run at full fpeed feveral hundred paces before he 
fell. He was fir from being young, of a dark grey colour, and alraoft without any 
hairs, which, on the younger fort, are black. The body of this animal was extremely 
thick, but his legs, on the other hand, (hort. When he lay on the ground, his body 
was fo thick, that I could no^get on him without taking a running jump. When our 
drivers had flayed him, at leafl. in part, wc chofe out the moft flefliy pieces, and pickled 
fome, and at the fame yme* made an excellent repalt on the fpot. Although I had 
taken it into my head that the flefli of an old bull like this would have been both 
coarfe and tough, yet, to my gredt aflonifliment, I found that it was tender, and tailed 
like all other game. The remainder of the bull, together with the cow and the calf, 
was given to the Hottentots for their lhare, who were not at all behind hand, but 
immediately made a large fire on the fpot, and boiled the pieces they had cut oflF with- 
out delay. What they preferred, and firl^ of all laid on the fire, were the marrow- 
bones, of which, when broiled, they eat the marrow with great eagernefs. The guts, 
meat, and ofl'als, they hung up on the branches of trees ; fo that, in a Ihort time, the 
place looked like a llaughter-houfe , about which the Hottentots encamped, in order to 
broil their viftuals, eaj, and lleep. • 

On the approach of night, my fellow-travellers and I thought it bell to repair to 
our waggons, and give orders tor making our cattle fall, before it grew quite dark. 
In our way we pafled within a few hundred paces of five lions, which, on feeing us, 
walked off' into the woods. 

Having tied our beads to the wheels of our waggons, fired our pieces off" two or 
three times in the air, and kindled feveral fires round about our encampment, all very 
necelTary precautions for our fecurity, as well with refpefl to the elephants as more 
particularly to the lions, we lay down fb reft, each of us with a loaded mufquct by his 
fide, committing ourfelves to the care of God’s gracious providence. The like pre- 
cautions we always, obferved in future, when obliged to encamp in fiich places where 
man indeed feemed to rule by day, but wild bcafts bore the fway at night. Thefe free 
denizens ot the earth, for the moft part, lie quiet and ftill, in the lhade of woods and 
copfes, during the day? their time for feeding being in the cool of the evening and at 
night, at which time lions and other beafts of prey come out to feek their food, and 
devour the more innocent and defencelefs animals. A lion cannot by dint of ftrength, 
indeed, feize a buffalo, but always has recourfe to art, and lies in wait under fome 
bufli, and principally neat rivulets, where the^ buffalo domes to d ’ink. He then fprings 
upon his back with the greatell agility, with his tremendous teeth biting the buffalo 
in the nape of his neck, and wounding him in the fides with his claws, till, quite 
wearied out, he finks to the ground and dies. 

On the 1 5th, in the morning, I went out to fee whether the trees of the woods, of 
which this part of the country confifted, had yet any bloflbms upon them ; but found 
that the fummer was not for enough advanced, and that the trees were fo clofe to each 
other, and fo full of prickles, that without rutting my way through them, I could not 
advance far into the ‘wood, which, befides, was extremely dangerous; on account of 
the wild beafts. Here, and in other places, where it was woody, we obferved near 
the watering-places, the frelh trafts of buffaloes, as aUb the trads and dung of ele- 
phants, two-horned rhinocerofes, and other animals. 
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In the plains there were ftriped horfes and affes {equus zebrd and quaggd)^ arte- 
bcelts (capra dorcas}, Koedocs {capra Jirepftceroi), &c. 

We therefore got ready and fet out for Zwartkop’s Rivier, and the Salt Pan, not far 
diftant from it, where w e baited during the heat of the day. Near this Salt PSin, as 
it is called, we had the fined view in the world, which delighted us the more as it was 
very uncommon. "I'his Salt Pan was now, to ufe the expreffion, in its beft attire, and 
made a moft beautiful appearance. It formed a valley of about three-quarters of a 
mile in diameter, and doping off by degrees, fo that the water in the middle was 
fcarcely 1(nr feet deep. A few yards from the water’s edge this valley was encircled 
by a mound, feveral fathoms high, which was overgro^ vyith brulh-wood. It was 
rari er of an oval form, and took me up a good half hour to walk round it. The 
I'od neared tKe valley w^as fandy ; but, higher up, it a^ipeared to confid, in many places, 
of a pale date. The whole Salt Pan, the water of which' was not deep, at the fame 
time that the bottom was covered with a fmooth and level bed of fait, at this junfture, 
being the middle of dimmer and in a hot climate, exaftly refemblcd a frozen lake 
covered with ice, as clear and tranfparent ag crydal. The water had a pure faline tadc 
witftout any thing bitter in it. In the heat of the day, as fad as the water evaporated, 
a fine fait crydallizing on the furface fird appeared there in the form of glittering 
icales^ and afterw'ards fettled atethe bottom. It was frequently driven on one fide by 
the wind ; and, tf colleftcd at that time, proved to be a very fipe and pure fait. I'hc 
Salt Pan had begun to grow dry towards the north-ead end, but to the foulh-we/lward, 
to which it inclined, it was fuller ; to the wedward, it ran out into a long neck. 

It appeared to us fomewhat drange, to find, fo far from the fea, and at a confiderable 
height abf)ve. it, fuch a large and faturated pool of falt-water. But the water which 
depollts this fait, does not come at all from the fea, but folely from the rains which 
fall in fpring, and totally evaporate in fummer. The whole of the foil of this country 
is entirely fait. The rain-water which dilTolves this, runs down from tlie adjacent 
heights, and is collected in this bafon, where it remains and gradually evaporates j and 
the longer it is evaporating the falter it is. 

The colonids 'who live in Lange Kloof, and in the whole country extending from 
thence towards this fide, as alfo in Kamdebo, Kankou, and other places, are obliged 
to letch their I’alt from this fpot. 

It w as faid, that not far from this were two more falt-pans, wlllth however yielded no 
fait till they were quite dry. , 

Seviral infects we found drowned in the fait water, fome of which were fuch as 1 could 
not niee! witli on the bulhes alive, during the few liours that I ftaid here and walked 
about the copies, w hich iny curiofity indpeed me to do, although it was a very danger- 
ous Ipor, on account of the Hons. 

Our Hottentots, of whom we had now but a few in our fuite, and whom w’e had left 
to take cai c of our oxen that were turned out to grafs, we found fall alleep, overcome 
by the heat of the day. Tow'ards evening, we drove a little farther on, and arrived at 
Kuka, w'here the brook was already a mere ffagnant puddle, and had only a brackilh 
watef in it ; nevcrthelefs we took up our night’s lodging here. 

We wcie furprifed to find here a poor farmer, who had encamped in this place, with 
his wife and children, by Health, in order to feed and augment *his fmall herd. And 
indeed thefe poo. people were no lefs aftonilhed, not to fay terrified, at our arrival, in 
the idea that wc cither had or might inform the government againfl them for refiding out 
of the appointed boundaries. I’he farmer had only a fmall hut made of branches of 
trees for his family, and another adjacent to it, by way of kitchen. We vilited them 
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in their little manfiohi and, at our requeft, were entertained by them with milk. But 
we had not been long feated before the whole bafon of milk was covered with a fwarm 
of flies, fo as to be quite black with them ; antf the hut was fo infefted with flies, that 
we could not open our mouths to fpeak. Within fo fmall a fpace I never beheld, before 
nor ftnce, fuch an amazing number of thefe infefts. 

We therefore haftened to our carts ; and having kindled our fires, and pitched our 
camp at a little diftance from the hut, liflened the whole night to the howling of w'olvet^ 
and the dreadful roaring of lions. 

On the morning following, being the i6(h of December, we proceeded to Great 
Sunday River, the banks of which were very Iteep, and the adjacent fields arid and 
meagre. 

The major part of our an^ple refinue of Hottentots had now left us, after having got, 
in the courfe of the journey, venifon enough to feaft on, and as we were approaching 
nearer and nearer to a country which would foon be changed to a perfeft defart, where 
no game nor venifon was to be hoped for; and where it was expefted that want of water 
would be in the higheft degree experienced. And, indeed, we now not only found 
ourfelves almoft alone, but the oxen belonging to my Englifh fellow-traveller were fo 
afflicted with the hoof-diftemper, that feveral of them were lame, and fomc of them were 
hardly fit to be put any longer to the waggon. ,.i » 

In confequence of this we held a council with ttie drivers ; and, afte3- mature delibera- 
tion, refolved, though fore againft our wills, to turn back, not finding it pradKcable to 
proceed, with emaciated and fick cattle like ours, through a barren and defert country, 
to the Dutch fettlements near the Snow Mountains and in Camdebo. 

We did not, however, negleft previoufly to enquire of the Gonoquas Hottentots con- 
cerning the nature of the country, the watering-places for cattle, the wild beafts there, 
&c. and found that the plain was already very much dried up, and that long and forced 
marches (to ufe the expreffion) muff have been made between the few braclufh watering- 
places that were to be met with in the 'S^ay. 

It is however not always eafy to get the truth out of the Hottentots. One muft 
never attack them with queftions to the point, when one wilhes to know the truth of any 
thing ; but it muff be fifhed out of them by degrees, and, as it were, difeourfing upon 
other fubjefts. The Hottentots are alfo extremely referved, and wifh before-hand to 
know whether their vlTitors are good or bad people. Befides, as the Hottentots had 
now left us,*we were deprived of the interpreters we fhould want, fhould we chance in 
our road to fall in with the Caffres or other nations. The Caifres, it is true, are not bad 
in themfelves ; but, as they arenn great want of iron, thw are fometimes fo greedy after 
it, as to make no confcience of murdering a Chriftian for the fake of getting the iron 
from off" the wheels of his waggon, which they forge and grind to make heads for their 
javelins. '#hefe Caffres a few years before had murdered Heupnaer and feme of his 
company, who, in order to barter for elephants’ teeth, ’had travelled into the country of 
the Caffres and Tambukki. 

The Snow Mountains (Sneeuwberg), whither we had intended to direft our courfe, is 
a traQ; of land which lies very hi^h, and, as it were, on a mountain, with other elevated 
trads lying near it. It has acquir^ its name from the cold which prevails there, and 
the fnow that falls upon it. Sometimes^ the fnow lies there from one yiar to the other ; 
and then the coloniits are obliged to remove from thence to the Lower-lands, as it is 
called. ' To the eaftward of the Snow Mountains, and farther to the northward, above 
the fountry of the Caffres, lies that of the Tambukki ; and to this joins If people that 
are whiter than the Hottentots, with curling hair, and are called Little Chinefe. 
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'fhc Caffres, whofe country propc'ily begins near the Great Fifli River (GrooteVifch 
Rivisr), rait'e a kind of peai’e and beans, and a fpecies of holms, and at |he fame tiuie, 
are In poffeflion nf large herds oi cattle. 

As loon as the afternoon began to feel cool, and we had in fome degree inveftigated 
the plants which "eic to be found here, near Kukakamma, we fet out on our journey 
homeward, not by the lame way by which we had cof.io, but by the upper road to Van 
Sfade’s Rivicr, and from llience to /e'cjko Rivier, where we arrived fafe on the 20th of 
December. 

In fl'c (.iivirons of Van Stade’s River were the firiR woods T had fecn in the whole 
roiri'.rr' . Few of the trees, however, were as ye^ in bloom. The Aflagay-tree (curtijia 

m'.a), ’»'hich the. H>)rtentots and CalTrcs make the lhafts of their javelins, grew 
[• '••c in abundance, and began now to developc its diminutive bloflToms. A great num- 
ber <.>t butterflies (^papilioncs), that are otherwife fo very fcarce in this part of Africa, 
flew round about the tops of the frees, without our being able to reach them. 

On one fide of our road I obferved a heap of boughs of trees, on which moft of the 
Hottentots threw a few twigs as they palTcd, ^nd, on enquiring the real'on, was told that 
it was the g.-avc oi a dead Hottentot. 

Thi f)i.r return, we palled a few days before (Ihriftmas with our old fi iend Jacob Kok, 
where v.e fouiid fuflicient emplox ment .jp drying and getting in order the thick-leaved 
and iuccelet' plailts which we had gathered in our lafl. expedition up the country, and 
w'here our oxen in fome meafure recruited their ftrength and flelh. 'J’he Calvinifls do 
not kc('p x'.hrifimas, but everyone goes about his bufinefs as ufual : but New-year’s 
il. y is thus Ur kept as a holiday, that on this day neighbours vifit each other. 

A final I vineyard was plaitted here, as likewife at a few more larnis near Kromtne 
Rivier ; but the grapes did not ripen very well, on w'hich account the wint“ was rather 
four, and fometiines fo four that it could not be drank, but was only uleil for diftilling 
brandy, from a procefs which, by fome farmers, was carried on with profit. 

In the Chriftnras holidays, weproceetled on o*ur journey up towards Krom me Rivier, 
and Lange Kloof, where, oppofite to Thomas Frere’s farm, is a waggon-road acrofs 
the mouiitains to Siifikamma. 

Initcad of wheel-harrows, for which timber was wanting, the hufbandman ufed calf 
and flieep-lkiu.s made into bags, in which they carried their manure to their gardens. 

On' the 2 ith, we arrived at Hannes Olofson’s farm, and fr 5 !fn thence, turning to 
the right, rode over the mountains to Anders Olofson’s, near Riet-valley, in Game- 
nal?‘ l.aiid, a tract of country that lay before the mountains, was narrow, and cxlii- 
biteJ feveral fcattered mountains and eminences. It feCmed to be as high as Lange 
Kloof, and the foil was dry and poor. ‘ ‘ 

Tiie Hot tentots called by the name of Ncnta, a plant (zygophyllum berbaccum i-cpcns'), 
wh'eh was laid to l/c poifoiious to Ihecp, as alfo another, a llirub of the fame genus 
{ysyrnphyllutii fejfilifolium ).• 

(Jn tile 2()rii, we rode from this fpot to Peter Jordan’s ellate, fituated near Olyfant’s 
warm bath, and tile river called (the EaJtern) Elephant’s River. 

i’he broad trabt over which we traviJled, was Carrow-ficld all over, exhibiting a 
few buflie.-, au giafs, and very little wa.er. 

Kon was ujiaine given by the Hottentots to a Ihrub that grew ‘here fmefemhryanthe- 
mum cmurdaam), and was famous all over the country. The Hottentots come far and 
near to fi'tcli this Ihrub with the root, leaves, and all, which they beat together, and 
afterwu-ds tTlill tlfcm up like pig-tail tobacco ; after which they let the mafs fernjent, 
and keep it by theif^ lor chewing, efpecially when they are thirfty. If it be chewed 
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immediately after the fermentation, it intoxicates. The wonl Kou is laid to fignify a 
quid ; tlic colonifts call it tjanna-root. It is found in the driell fields only, ana is ga- 
thered cfiit'ily DY the Hottentots, who live neaf this Ipot. Thel'e afteruards hawk it 
about, frequenily 10 a j.^rea'- diltance, and exchange it for cattle and other commodities. 
No Hottentot (U' Call're in the whole country has either money or any thing of a limiiar 
nature, to trade rvith j but all tlieir commerce confills in bartering either with cattle or 
other commodities. , 

On the 30th, w(' vifited the warm bath, which riles at the foot ol the large ridge of 
mountains, anil at a few fathoms diftance from it. I’he Hones at the foot of the moun- 
tain fonnrd a vciy black iron ore, fonieuhar like the flag of iron, and the earth near 
it was brownillr. 'I'he top <d tire mountain contains a great deal of white quartz. The 
water is very warm, but not boili'lg hot ; fo that one may fir in it at its foilrce. It has 
indeed three fources; the largell bubbles up to the ealtward out of a great number of 
fprings of dillerenl fixes, the cavity of it beiiig above two yards acrois, and it is this 
that i.s moll ul'ed. The fecond lies a few fathoms to the left, and boils up out' of one 
fingle cavity. The third, and lealt, lies a lew fathoms from the fecond. On the fur- 
face t»f the water, was leen a thin and lineTjlue pellicle, and on the twigs of trees and 
Itones that wi're near it, was precipitated a faftVon-coloured ochre. It had an inky taflc, 
hut hardly any fmell ; from an infulion of tea, |lie water became bluilh, and the pow- 
der of bark made it bljickilh, whicii Ihcvved that it contained iron. 4 t was not fit for 
drefling victuals ; but, as it was liiid, might be ufed for walhing, without llaiuing the 
linen. The eurtli tliat lay near, and rouiid about the veins of the fpring, w'as of a very 
loole texture, and a browni/h colour, aitd at the fame time contained a portion of fait, 
and minute Ihiniiig j^articles of iron, 'i’he cryltals of the fait were extcernely minute 
and fine, and were found not only in the lool'e earth, but alfo on pieces of wood that 
lay in the earth. On leveral jneccs of wood that lay in the water were found, befides 
the ochre above mentioned, thin and brittle fcales, which glittered a little, and, by the 
farmers, were thouglit to be filver, bui'fecnied to be notliing more than I'calcs o^ iron. 
When one fits m tne bath, the ciiculation of the blood is greatly increafed, and one is 
in danger of fwooniug. 'I’he water, it is true, is chiefly ufed for bathing in ; fome 
peoj)le however drink it liktwilc. '1 he water never receives any increal'e either from 
rain or di ought, though, as the farmers teflified, it does from thunder. The time for 
ufing the water, is a Rale belorc or at fun-rife, and late in the cool of the evening, as 
the water is, 4^00 hot during the heat of the day. ihe invalids fit dircftly over the veins 
of the fpring, and more or Icfs deep in them. 

In order to have a view of the cuuntrv on the other fide of the mountains, 1 climbed 
up to their higheltfommils, aiiu faw, at no great djitance, a ridge oiountaiiis, which 
was lower than this that 1 flood on, and, between tilde, the country w'as as broad as 
I/.inge Kloof, and confifted of hills aiui valleys. Thi^ tratt of ci-untry that lay behind 
the lower ridge was flat and poor Carrow-land, a:id ''o long, and broad, without any 
mountains, that the eye could not reach its boundaries. I’here were no farms nor 
hqul'es on this extenlive plain, over which the lariners travel from Camdebo acrofs 
Hex Rivier, to the Caof'. It was faid, however, that farther on, there W'ere moun- 
tains, which probably extend from Roggc-veld to the Sneeuw'berg. 

Here, therelbre, were me lalt ridges of that tremendous inafs of mountains, which 
extend from Houtniquas Land and Harlequas kloof, and again to the northward from 
•Roode Zands and Kartous Clefts, diretily acrois the Carrow' that lies on the other fide 
of the Bokke-veld. And, indeed, it is not only along the foot of this range of moun- 
tains that the colonifts have laid out their heft and principal forms, but they have alfo 
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got between the ridges of the mountains, and fet themfelves down in all the interme- 
diate vaffeys. ^ ^ 

That immenfely dry Carrow-plain, Which commences behind the laft-mentioned mafs 
of mountains, and extends in length from the north-welt to the fouth-eaft end of the 
fouthernmoft point of Africa, and in breadth to Rogge-veld and the Snow Mountains, 
for want of water, cannot be inhabited ; and fcarcely any animals refide there, except 
fjr a Ihort time, in or immediately after the rainy feafon, when a little falt-water is 
found here and there, in fome of the hollow places. Thofe colonifts, therefore, that 
have farms on the other fide of this trad, either in Rogge-veld or the Snow Moun- 
tains, are obliged to wait for that time for crofling fo dcfafi a .country, when they are 
under the neceflity of pitching their camp near fucli a places where little water is to be 
had, betweeit which fpots, fometimes a journey of teh or twelve hours long, muft be 
performed with all poffible fpeed in the night. It is therefore neceffary to know thele 
watering-places well ; becaufe, if one ftiould meet with any Hottentots, they would not 
readily inform one, even if they knew of any watering-place, but keep it fecret to them- 
felves, in order to be able to hide themfelve^, in cafe they Ihould at any time wifh to 
run away. Grafs is hardly to be met with in this tract, fo that it is with difficulty 
that a horfe can find fodder there, but the oxen put up both with brackilh water and 
the fait leaves of the (hrubs and bullies. In the day-time, when the fun fliines out hot, 
if one cafts one’s eye over a I'mooth and arid plain like this, thg eye is affected by a 
tremulous motion in the air, juft as though one were looking at a flame. 

The Hottentots who travel ife thefe dry Carrow-fields, ufe feveral means, not only to 
affuage their hunger, but more particularly to quench their thirft. Befides the above- 
mentioned (ffant, called Kon or Gunna, they ufe two others, viz. one called Kaincka 
or Barup, which is faid to be a large and watery root; and another called Ku, which is 
likewife, according to report, a large and fucculent root. 

The plants, as well herbs as bulhes, ftand very thin in the Carrow-veld ; and, in 
fuch a'burning hot climate, where not a drop ol rain falls for the fpace of eight months 
at leaft, it is alnioll inconceivable how they can thrive at all. Their ftems and branches, 
likewife, have the^appearance of being brittle and quite dried up ; but the leaves, on 
the other hand, are very thick, and filled with a briny fluid, and remain green all the 
year through. Thefe frefh and ever-verdant tops and leaves, however, may perhaps 
receive from the air, whicfi at night is cool, fome moifture for tneir prefervation and 
nouriftiment. 'I'hc ground appears quite burned up, is of a yellowifh red .colour, and 
confifts of clay with ochres of iron and common fait. 

1774. — On the ift of January, dir effing our courfe homew'ards, we arrived at Jan 
van Stade’s farm, and afterwards paffing an eftate belonging to one Gert van Royen, 
and another belonging to a Van Fors, came to the villa which Gert van Royen occu- 
pied himfelf. 

We let our drivers and Hottentots go on with the carts through Hartequas Kloof, 
with orders to wait for us at the Company’s poft at Riet Valley ; and I, with my 
F.nglilh fellow-traveller, determined to go on horfeback over the dry Carrow, which 
lay to the right, and afterwards proceed through Platte Kloof. But this expedition did 
not end very fortunately ; for, as in this level plain, which is feldom vifited by tra- 
vellers, there were no tracks to follow, we miffed our road, and* the longer we tra- 
velled, the farther we went affray, fo that at laft we could not even find oiir way back 
again. We rode on however, as faff as our horfes could go, and the fun began to go 
dow'n without our having perceived the leaft trace of a houfe or ferm. At length .the 
fun being fet, and no hopes left, we retired a little way back to a valley, where thqje 
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was a fmall brook, with a few trees on its borders ; and, in this brook, there was ftill 
foine water. * . . 

Here we thought it advifeable to take up out lodging for the night. Accordingly 
we unfaddled our horfes, and tied them up, with the halter round one of their legs, 
that they Ihould not run avi^ay ; and then, by means of our guns, we made a large 
fire of Camia-bufhes {falfola aphylld). Alter this we lay down near the fire, with the 
faddles under our heads ; but could not get a wink of lleep, on account of an intoler- 
able fenfation of cold, which, though not fo very iutenfe in itfelf, yet, by reafon of 
the burning heat we had endured in the day-time, was feverely felt by us, and forced 
us to rif(.“ feveral limes in the'eourfeof an hour, in order to mend the fire, and warm 
ourfelves all over. Wo had derived this advantage from our guns, ^hat we could al- 
ways make a fire ; but we Jiad no* hopes of finding any thing in this plain to fhoot, by 
which we might I'atisfy the cravings of our flomachs. 1 had therefore taken the pre- 
caution to put into my fhootiug-bag a few bifeuits and pieces of fugar-candy, which 
w'erc extremely welcome to us at this juncture. 

As loon as it was morning, we looked about us for our horfes, but found that they 
were vanillied, which did not a little add to our concern, fituated as we were in a 
defart, where our late was uncertain. After having I'earched the valley all around, we 
went up upon the heights, and behind thefe we at lalUfound our horfes, which with- 
out doubt were upon tjic point of going farther, to look out for better fodder. Having 
fuddled them, we directed our courfe obliquely towards the mountains, where we ar- 
rived tow'ards evening, at the houfc of a farmer, who w'as fo poor as fcarcely to be 
mafter of any thing more than the roof over his head. 

Here we took up our night’s lodging, and afterwards made our way .tdiHartequas 
Kloof, where we pet with our people and our carts. • 

Near Hartequas Kloof, a new range or ridge of mountains commences, which joins 
the former, the deft ferving as a band of connexion between them. So that the 
Carrow-veld can be feen behind the firl ridge, when one rides into the cleft through 
the next range of mountains near Gvoote Paarde Kraal. 

It is not long fince that this whole trad of land, from Hartequas Kloof down to 
Camtous Rivier. which is now filled with fettlemenis, was firft peopled ; and twenty- 
three years ago there was not a fingle farm, when, in the year 1750, Governor Tul- 
bagh lent a caravan*out to this coaft, with a view to gain certain intelligeneS with 
rcfpedf to lb*; country and its inhabitants. Tulbagh, who ftill lives in the grateful 
hearts of the inhabitants of the Cape, was a governor, who confidt'red that he was 
raifed to the elevated ftation h« enjoyed under government, and appointed to be ruler 
over an extenfive country, not merely to live in luxury, pamper his pride, and accu- 
mulate riches, but to unite with ibe Company’s lawful interefts the happinels of the 
colonifts, and the advancement and welfare of the colony. Ihis gentleman was alfo 
anxious to have the country by degrees farther explored ; for which purpofe, in the 
year 1750, he fitted out a caravan, coulilling of one hundred and iiliy foldiers from 
the caltle, and two burghers, of which an ofHcer of the name of Beutelaar was ap- 
pointed the commander. With thefe were font, at the Company’s expence, eleven 
waggons, a great number of draught-oxen, and of others for killing, and a confider- 
able quantity of ammunition and provifion. The expedition was to be made into the 
country of the Caffres, and afterwards u‘p towartls that of the Tambukkis, and then back 
again, through the Snow Mountains and Camdebo ; but, on account of the haughti- 
nefs^aud ftupidity of the commander, little w'as done in the bufinefs, fur which reafon, 
on, his return home, he was fent away out of the country j a punifhmcnt he richly 
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deferved. He was a ftrift and rigorous commander, and punifhed with feverity. He 
likcwife beat the drum all the way, infomuch that all the game that was to have been 
Ihot feared away, particularly by the two farmers who went in fuite ; dnd his people 
at length grew extremely mutinous. When he encamped any were at night, the 
waggons were all placed in a ring, within which the cattle and other animals were put, 
and the tents alfo pitched. At laft, when he arrived at the country of the Caffres, he 
^gave the Cailre captain, Paloo, a grenadier’s cap, and another to his brother, which 
IS faid to have excited a war amongft the Caffres. The only thing he did for the be- 
nefit of tlic ("ompany was, that in the harbour near Zwartkops river lie let up the 
Company’s arms, cut in ftone. This journey hilled eight months. At that time there 
was not a finglc farm on the other fide of Hartequas Kloof ; but the roads were fo un- 
known and unbeaten, that the waggons were often obliged to be dragged, by the 
people to whom they belonged, acrofs the moft difficult places. 

Being come from Hartequas Kloof to Gouds Rivicr, wc ftaid a day there in order to 
reft our cattle, which befides were fo grievoully alllifted with the hoof diftemper, that 
my companion was obliged to leave one of his oxen behind here, which could get no 
farther. Here too the weather was amazingly warm, warmer indeed than 1 have ever 
felt, either before or fmee, infomuch that the fanners fhut both the doors and window- 
Ihutters, in order to keep the fqp out, and their houfes cool. The birds could fcarcely 
fly, and the air„was almoft too hot to be breathed. The heat was without doubt 
feveral degrees above loo by Fahrenheit’s thermometer. 

The following days, continuing our route, we arrived at Riet Valley, one of the 
Company’s polls, where we remained a few days to reft ourfelves, and particularly for 
the fake o6 paying another vifit to Grootc Vader’s Bofeh (or Grandfather's Wood), 
and feeingi^ if the difl'erent kinds of trees there were come into j^loHom, as we had 
already got pretty far into January, and confequently the fummer was farther advanced 
than it had been at any time before, when wc had vifited this wood. 

On the 14th of January accordingly, we went thither, but were not more fuccefsful 
now than vve had been before with reljiedl to finding the trees in bloffom, much Icfs 
with fruit on them ; fome of them, however, were on the point of budding. 

Here were, at this time, for the Company’s account, two wood-men, who, after 
felling the trees, dragged them to fuch fpots from whence they might be taken up and 
put into waggons, i he trees were chiefly got out of the wood«by oxen, by means of 
a cord fallened round the body of the tree ; as no vehicle of any kind ^ould pollibly 
be ufed there. 

As I had no hopes of ever vifiting this place again, kmade a point now of coliefling 
and laying up to dry, branches with leaves of every fpecies ,of tree, and at the fame 
time of becoming perfedlly acquainted with the ufe they made in this country of each 
fpecies. 

The ufes of the different forts, of trees that grew in and round about the wood, were 
as follows : 

Black iron- wood (Zwartc Yzerhout, Roihmannia\ is hard and llrong: it is 

ufed for axle-trees and the poles of waggons. 

Yellow-wood (Geelhout, ilex crocea\ is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, of a 
dole texture, and handfome. It is ufed for planks and beams ir. the conftrudion of 
houfes, for tables, doors, cupboards, window-frames, and butter-churns. 

Camaflie-wood (Camalfie-hout) is merely a Ihrub, and confequently produces fmall 
pieces only, which ferve for veneering, and to form borders on furniture, as likewife 
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for making planes and other fine and delicate tools. Ihis is one of the finefl; and 
heavieft kinds of wood. „ 

The wood of the Red pear-tree (Roode Peer) is ufi J for making the bodies, under 
and upper axle-trees, and the lower parts of wac ih. 

The Bucku-tree (Bucku-hout, oka capcnfis) is tne befl: wood for making wheels and 
waggons. 

I'he Red alder (Roode Elfe, cunonia capenfts) is likewife very proper for making 
waggon-wheels, the naves of wheels and chairs. 

I'he Afli (Efl'enhovt, Eifenboom, Houtniquas Eflen, Ekcbcrgia capenfis) is a large 
tree, hard, and of a clofe texture, and is ufed for making tools and implements of 
various kinds. . , 

Of the Stink-hout there’ are two forts, the white and the brown. Tlv brown is 
VC' / beautiful, being of a dark colour with briglit ftreaks and oalhes, like wal- 

nut-tree. Of this are made clothes-prefies, dclks, chaiis, tables, ar.' dier coflly 
kinds of furniture. When it is firft cut down it llinks, a circuinltance iiom w hich it 
has obtained its prefent name ; but, in proaefs of time, when it has been expofed to 
the open air, the difagreeable odour vanilhes. 

The wood of the Olive tree (Olyve-hout, oka Europaa) is very heavy, and of a brown 
colour. 1 have often feen, at the farmers’ houfes, chairs made of this wood, which 
felt very heavy in the* hand. This ftrong wood is alfo ufed in ttie conftruftion of 
mills. 

Wild Catjepiring (ganknia Thunbirgia') is a hard and Itrong kind of wood, and on 
this account ufed lor clubs. 

Witte Eflen (or white alh) is ufed for planks, for waggon-racks, and for the boards 
in waggons, lor boards for ifioe-makers to cut leather on, and fometimes for cup- 
boards. 

Zwart-bafl; (royena •utllofa) is ufed fo* the bodies of w'aggons, and to make yokes for 
draught-oxen. 

Keur-hout (^fophora ..apcnfis') is ufed for wheels and the bodies of waggons. 

The Almond tree ( Ainandel-liout) is ufed for heels of fhoes, and for Ihoe-maker’s lafts. 

The Aflagay tree (Aflaga)'boom, curtijia faginca) is ufed for the poles of waggons, 
and as lliafts for the Hottentots’ javelins. , 

Dorn-hoqj: (jnimofa nilotka') is ufed for lock-flioes, to put under waggon-wheels, as 
likewife for the bows of yoke for draught-oxen, and for making charcoal. 

The Waageboom {^rotea gi\vidiJlora) for fuel and making charcoal. 

The Kreupelboom {^protea fpcciofa). The bark is ufed by tanners, for drelfing and 
tanning leather. 

The Leepelboom is made into fpoons and wooden bowls. 

The larged trees in the African woods, as well in jhis as in others, were the follow, 
ing : the Geelhout Qlex crocea), tiie Bucku {oka rapenjis), the tarchonarithus cam- 
phoratus, and arboreus, the Ro^dc-elfe {cunonia capcnfis), and the Wite-elfe, the 
Stink-hout, the AflTagay-hout { uriifta), the wild Chefnut (Wilde Cadanien, brabejim 
Jlellatum), the wild Fig-tree (Wilde Vygeboom,^f«j capcnfis), theKeureboom {fophora 
capenfts), the mimofa nilotka, and the Eflebooin {Ekcbcrgia capenfts ). . 

On the hills grew the ornithogalum'altijjimum, which was now in full bloflbin, and 
decorated the plain with its long and crouded fpikes of flowers. It was faid to be very 
common every fourth year, and, in the intervening years, hardly to be feen. 

C)n the 18th, we paffed through Zwcllendam to Steins farm, 
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On the 1 9th, we crofled over at the ferry, where Breede Rivier and Zonder End 
unite, and then went over HelTaquas Kbof, and pait Gyllenhuyfen’s eftate to Vollen- 
hovens. At Breede Rivier, where tlie river Zonder End unites with it, ends that 
mountain which ftretches out from Roode Zand, and diredbly oppofitc this place the 
Zwellendam Mountains form an angle. 

On the 20th, proceeding on our route, w'e W'cnt pall Mclk’s farm to the Company’s 
poll at Tigerhoek, where not only a great number of cows are kept for making butter 
on the Company’s account, but likewife in the adjacent woods a quantity of timber is 
felled l()r making all kinds of implements for the Company’s own ufe. 

'J’he workmen are at liberty to cut down and fell fome wood and timber, by way 
of affifting tc fupport them, but no hulbandman is fuffered to fell any here. In Hout- 
niquas and other woods indeed, the hulbandman is at liberty to cut timber, but in 
fome places, not without the fpecial permillion of government, and paying a contri- 
bution of five rix-dollars. 

In this traft rofided the Blue Goat, as it is called, {hlmiive bok, tfeiran^ capra leu- 
cophaa,) which is one of the fcarcefl in the whole countiy ; it is w'hite, intermixed 
with black hairs. The blue goat is laid to be very negleftful of her young, infoniuch 
that they are often devoured by ^ wild beafts ; and this is the reafon that is given for 
its being fo fcarce.* Its flelli had a better tafte than that of the other fpecics of goats. 

Here were alfo a great many zebras or llriped horfes (irji/T/s ■zebra). 'I'licre is a 
penalty of fifty rix-dollars on fhooting one of thefe animals ; and if any one can be 
caught alive, it is to be lent to the governor, fhe old ones are hardly ever to be 
caught, and are never tamed, 'fhe young ones leldom live, and although feemingly 
tame, are by no means to he trufled. 

After this, palling by Jurjin I .inde's farm, we arrived at a poll of the Company’s, 
near Zoete-melks Valley, where twenty-four men and a ferjeani are kept for the foie 
purpofe of felling timber in the adjacent woods. .. From this place the Ciompany receives 
the greatcfl part of its fliip and common timber, of wdiich three large waggon-loads 
are fent every mouth up to the Cape. I he labourers here alfo are permitted to cut a 
reafonable quantity, and fell it on their own account. I’hc large pieces of timber, 
fuch as.beams, &c. are dragged out of the wood by o.xcn, and it muft be confelfed, 
not without the greateft difficulty. ,, 

To the fmaller pieces, fuch as wedges, handles for axes, gun-flocks, wheel-timber, 
axle-trees, he. the form is given before they are carried out of the wooiT", When a 
very large tree is felled, it is left for fome time 10 fplit v* itfelf ; then it is cloven and 
cut up. 

Here I had an opportunity of feeing how they prepared tlie wheat-flraw ufed for 
thatching. The flieaves w'ith the ears on w ere flruck againft a block, till the grain ran 
out and the ears dropped pff. Tbe bufinefs goes on much flower in this method of 
thraffiing than when the corn is trodden out by horl'es j but the Itraw is preferved whole 
by it and even. 

On the 24th, we pafl'ed by the Zickenhuys (or hofpital), a fmall port; of the Com- 
pany’s, which is fubjeft to the former pofl near Zoete-melks Valley, and in which there 
are only two men, and went forward to Grocnewal’s farm, and afterwards to Gyllen- 
huylen’s, near Zwart Rivier (the Black River),' The Black Mountains, which com- 
menced near Groenewal’s farm, came to a termination here. They w^ei'e not very 
high; 

On the 25th, we travelled on to Badenborfl’s and Beyer’s eflates, near Bobter 
Rivier. 

Here 
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Here I ftiot a cat, fpotted with black (viverra ) ; the Ikiti ftiielled fo ftrong of niulk, 
that when it was hung up in the cart to dry, I could not endure the ftench of it. It 
is in confequence of this Itrong fmell that the animal is not eafily caught by the dogs. 

The ridge of mountains which we had feen terminate near Hellaquas Kloof, began 
at the fide of Klcine Hout-hoek, behind Franfche-hoek. Within the mountains of 
Groote Hout-hoek, a ridge was alfo feen to Ihoot out along the fea-fhore, which went 
almoft as far as Mufcle Bay. Within this laft, another ridge projeds, which comes 
to a termination between Gyllenhuyfen’s and Groenewal’s farms, and, diredly oppofite 
to Badenhorft’s farm, has a high peak, called the Tower of Babel. Thefe two ridges» 
are not united with the other mountains, but leave an open fpace near Booter Rivier. 

On the 26th, pafling over Gipotehout-hoek, Palmit’s and Steenbrafeptey Rivers, 
we arrived at the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain, on which there are feveral farms. 

Baboons, a fort of large and ill-conditioned monkeys, with tails no longer than their 
thighs, are found in thele mountains. This animal is long a growing, and, when full 
grown, is almoil as large as a blood-hound ; at this period, it Ihould not be kept tied 
up with a firing only ; for, without an iron shain, it bites every thing afunder. Several 
dogs together, indeed, may catch a baboon, but one or two feldom can ; becaufe if 
the baboon, which is furprifingly quick and nimble, j^ets hold of the dog by the hind 
feet, he fwings it round, till the dog is quite giddy, and as it were drunk. With his 
large teeth he bites violently, and defends himfelf obflinately. 

1‘mally, we went down the mountain, over its fleep hills, and then over the level 
plain to the Cape. 


w 

The Cape, 1774. 

BEING arrived in town fo'late in the year, after a journey of five months, 1 was 
obliged to ufe difpatch, in order that I might be able to embrace the opportu|uty of 
fending, in the beginjing of this year 1774, to the Botanic Gardens of Amftevdam, 
Leyden, and Leeu warden, by the homeward-bound lliips failing for Europe, a confider- 
able quantity t)f bulbous roots, herbs, feeds, and growing plants ; and alfo to my other 
patrons a great number of bulbous roots, feeds, infeds, Ilufled birds, and other fcarct? 
animals. 

The firfl four months in the year are the mnfl bufy at the Cape, when the Dutch 
fhips, as well as thofe that belong to foreign nations, return from the Eafl Indies, and 
others arrive from Europe ; fo that there are at this tinie about twenty or thirty fhips in 
the road. « The firlt Dutch homeward-bound fleet too now lay ready, and I had aji op- 
portunity of fending part of my collodions by it, and the remainder afterwards, as ml 
as they were ready, by the fhips that failed later. 

A fhip from Holland, the Bekvliet, arrived here, after a long and unfortunate voy- 
age. Through the captain’s neglctl and ignorance, the fhip had got fo piuch under the 
‘ African coafl as to lofe its proper winds,, and to be obliged to make Angola, after firfl 
making Waahifeh Bay, with only nine men in health on board. During this long voy- 
age the feurvy had raged among the crew, which was laid to have been very generally 
as weH zs plentifully bled, fo that the greateft part of it had died. Complaint was made 
both againfl the furgeon and the captain for not having underftood their bufinefs. The 
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former died on the paflage, and the latter received the punifliment e richly deferved. 
The fick had not only been fupplied wijh improper medicines, but alfo, in other refpeds, 
had been treated with great negligence. One morning four men were reported as dead ; 
one of whom, juft as they were going to few him up in his hammock, was found alive 
by the fail-maker, although he foon after breathed his laft. Another morning five men 
had been reported dead ; all of them had been fewed up in their hammocks, and two 
^ad already been thrown over-board ; when the third, the inftant he was put on the 
plank, called out, “ Mafter Boatfwain, I am alive ftill !” to which the boatfwain, with 
unfcafonable jocularity, replied, “ Y ou alive, indeed ! v^hat, do you pretend to know' 
better than the furgeon ?” 

For every fick man fent to the hofpital the captaiji pays tw'o fkellings, and he keeps 
back in return the man’s allowance on board. 

The building of the new hofpital was not very far advanced this fummer, neither, 
indeed, could the work go on very fall. Of ninety men who were allotted for this pur- 
pofe, few were at work, and a great part of them were on furlough, or were fet upon 
other work on the hofpltal’s account. • 

"Befides a handfome houfe, built in the Company’s garden in town, the governor has 
alfo one at Rondebofeh, and another at Nieuw land, both out of town, to w hich he may 
retire at pleafure, and unbend his mind when opprefled with the cares of ftate. Another 
fuch houfe was now to be built likewife for his accommodation at Baay-fals. 

The Company has very fine gardens both at Rondebofeh and Nieuwland, from whence 
the Ihips and the hofpital are fupplied with vegetables. 

Since the governor. Van der Stell, in the beginning of this century, had appropriated 
to himfelf a confiderable portion, and that the bell, of the land, (and the fame had been 
done by feveral of the Company’s fervants, to the great prejudice of the burghers and 
coloniftsjj they lie under a ftrifl prohibition againll holding any farms. In lieu thereof, 
after being obliged to difpofe of their farms, fciveral perquifites have been allowed them j 
fuch as the difpencier, or purveyor, five per cent, upon imported, and the lame on ex- 
ported, wares j ,as likewife upon grain, butter, <kc. The collc<5lor has two and a half 
per cent, on the monies, the ftore-keeper four, the commiffary of the hofpital five, the 
infpe&or of the auffions five per cent, on all goods and merchandize fold by auftion; 
and ‘all this, befides their ufual monthly falary. So that it only forne few of the 
high er people in office that have a fmall villa for their pleafure near the Cape, but from 
whence no commodities muft be carried out and difpofed of. * 

The Ihips that arrived here brought the news that Baron Van Plettcnberg had been 
nominated governor of the Cape and the colony, and )iad been fhprtly after inftalled in 
his office. 

The governor, together with feven counfellors of police, has the fupremc diredion 
and command, as well, with refpedt to the Company’s traffic here, as alio to the w'holc 
economy of the colony, without being fubjeft to the government of Batavia, which have 
otherwife the fupreme commaiid over all the factories in India. 

All criminal caufes come under the cognizance and jurifdidlion of the grand court of 
jufticc. In this the commandant of the garrifon prefides, and the governor has nothing 
to do with it, excepting merely to fign his name to death-warraijts. 

Finally, there are two other courts of judicature in the colony. One of thefe is ab 
Stoll cnbofch, to which four parifhes are fubjett, with their churches, via Stellenbofch, 
Drakenftein, Zwartland, and Roode Zand ; the other is at Zwellendam, and compre- 
hends one very large and extenfive parilh, which, however, has not yet been provided 
either with a church or minifter. 
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The Cape of Good Hope, although it was firft difcovered by the Portuguefe above 
three hundred years ago, was frequented by th^tn for thefpace of one hundred years and 
upwards, and alterwards by the Dutch Eaft India Company’s fhips for more than half a 
century, before poffeffion was taken of any part of the country, or any cultivation was 
bellow^ upon it, fo that the colony is not above a hundred and twenty years old ; for, 
in the year 1 650, when the Dutch fhips, on their return from the Indies, touched here 
and took in refrefhraents, for which they bartered with the Hottentots, the count<ry 
was, for the firft time, furveyed with any degree of attention, by a furgeon of the 
name of Jan van Riebeekj who belonged to the fleet, and had fome knowledge of 
botany ; and as he found both the climate and the foil adapted to the cultivation of 
culinary vegetables and fruit-trees, on his return home he propofed to the diredors to 
eftablifti a colony here. 

On mature deliberation the propolal was agreed to, and Jan van Riebeek was fent 
out as admiral and commander-in-chief, with four fhips, which were ftored with 
materials for building, carpenters, and feeds of all kinds. On his arrival at the Cape, 
he treated with the Hottentots for the pu?chafe of a piece of ground, on which was 
crefted a fortrel's, (lorehoufc, and hofpital ; and, at the fame time, the firft founda- 
tions were laid of this great and flouriihing colony, which does more honour to man- 
kind than all the victories of Alexander the Great, and much more than all the 
important conquefts tbe Dutch arnts liave been able to make in every other part of the 
world. 

The fum for wliich the firft piece of land was purchafed, is very dillerently reported, 
as well as the quantity of the land itfelf. The firft purchafe fum is laid to have 
amounted to fifty thouland guilders in wares, and by another purchafe to have been 
augmented with thirty thoufand guilders more ; which, although it may adfually be lb 
great in the Company’s books, yet it feems to be abfolately incredible, that the Ilot- 
to'ntots fliould ever have received the major part of it. The laft purchafe is faid to have 
extended as far as Moflelbaay, but this is the leis true, or even probable, as during the 
time that Van Riebeek was governor of tlje Cape, as he afterwards was, his firthelt 
difeoveries reached only to that mountain, which is called after him, Riebeek's 
Cafteel, and (lands at a good diftance within the long range of mountains. In my 
opinion, the land purchafed at firft was no more than that ira<Et of country wjtich lies 
between table Mountain and Zout Rivicr, from w'hence the colony has fincc been 
continually more and more extended in the fame manner as it is now daily enlarged 
and augmented. The citadel was at firft built of wood and earth ; and it was not till 
the year 16O4, together with its fortifications, it was built of ftone. Near Zout 

Rivicr (Salt Rivier) a finall fort, called (Keer ile Koc) I’urn the Cow, was alfo 
ereded lor the piirpolo of proteding the Company’s cattle that grazed in the field, 
which it commanded, and to hinder them either, from going acrofs the river to the' 
Hotteritot’si' lands, or from being ftolen by the natives of the place. With this view, 
therefore, near the fort a liable was built for fifty hori'es, with which the Hottentots, 
who were very fwift of foot, and dilappeared in an inftant, might be purfued with all 
poflibk^peed. 'i'his, together with a farm near Cionftantia, laid out by Van Riebeek, 
was without doubt the firft and inconliderable commencement ,of this fettlement. 
This infa^nt eftablifhincnt was probably not meant to extend fo far as it has done fincc, 
but was intended only for the cultivation of fuch ai tides as were necellary for fupply- 
“IS fhipping that arrived there with relVefhmeius. But, on a closer examination 
of the climate, the fertility of the foil, and the weaknefs of the natives, it was refolved 
to extend the fettlement, and feveral Idtropeaus were perfuaded to emigrate and fettle 
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here, and to cultivate a confiderable trad of land, which was granted to them and 
their heirs for ever. Shortly after th/s, marriageable girls were fent out from the 
orphan-houfes, for the purpofe of ftill more increaling the colony ; the inhabitants of 
which got at firft, on trull, implements that were neceflary for the cultivation of the 
land, and fpread thcml'elves out to Stellenbofch and Drakcnftein (where the FiNench 
Proteftant refugees in particular ftrengthened the fettlcmcnt), and afterwards on the 
other fide o: the mountains to Roode Zand. Tlie whole of Zwartland was afterwards 
peopled, ihoiigii a fandy and more meagre foil. In fine, within thefe laft thirty 
Years the colony has increafed to fuch a degree, and with, fuch rapidity, that not only 
the country from Roode Zand and Hottentot’s Holland Mountains has been occupied 
and inhabited as far as Zwellcndam, but alfo as far as Moflelbaay, Houtniquas, Lange 
Kloof, Kromme Rivier, and all the way to Camtous Rivitr, the Bokke and Rogge- 
velds, Camdebo, and the Snow Mountains. 

The colony of the Cape takes in the town with its parifh and church, Paarl with its 
paiifh and church, the lyger Mountains, &c. and extends as far as Moflelbanks Rivier 
and Baay-falls. * 

The colony of Stellenbofch was founded by the governor Simon vandcr Steel, in 
ifiyq, like a cottage, and previewed with a couri-houfe and church, at the diftance of 
eight miles from ,the Cape. It extends from the "l yger Mountains to Hottentot’s 
Holland, and nearly to Baay-falls, and, at the northern encH, to Paarl and Mof- 
felbank. 

Drakenftein w^as founded in 1670, with a very final! clnn cli, and Hands fo clofe to 
Stellenbofch, that it might with great propriety be fubjecl to it. And indeed this was 
confidered as a'feparate colony, more out of compliment than necellity. 

The Company paid only four fkellings for a liv(; flteep, and the burghers in the 
town paid one fkelling (rather more than fix-pcnce I'.nglilh) for twelve jiounds of 
mutton. • 

A great many officers belonging to the Ihips lodged in the fame houfe with me. A 
mate paid lefsper/iiem than a captain, as his pay was lefs, all hough he was cfjnally 
well-lodged, and equally free from refiraint, and had the fame Uible and attendance ; 
and this regulation appeared to me in man\ refpevits as equitable as it was handlbme and 
delicater • 

Charcoal is a very dear article at the Cape, and is generally carried thither from 
Europe. For a chaldron of charcoal, which ought to contain thirty -fix Ichepels (or 
bufhels), of which, however, only thirty-tw'o are delivered out to the purchal'er, 
the blackfmiths pay eighteen rix-dollars, and eight rix-dollars for onn hundred weight 
of iron. 

Bulbous plants, in all probability, repofe at times, or they are not fecn every year in 
equal quantities. In fome, places one fees them in one year in great abundance, and 
another year fcarcely any. 

When a flave plays any knaviffi trick, or docs mifehief to any of the neighbours, 
the farmer who owns him is generally obliged to make good the damage, and fre- 
quently to pay one half of the value of the flave, though at the fame time the ^ve like- 
wife may chance to undergo corporal pimifhnicnt for it. . 

When an inferior fervant of the Company trefpafles, he ufually undergoes corporal 
punifhment ; but a burgher is finc'd. The former contributes to the reformation of 
manners, and* the latter to lining the fifcal’s pockets. 

The laws refpeding marriage at the Cape differ in many relpects from thofe that are 
in force at other places j and divorces frequently happeit here, attended with fingular 
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!v. circumftances. The wife of one Sardyn, who had been a foldier feventeen years, 
and at this time kept a public-houfe and a dancing-houle I'or tlie reception of the com- 
mon people, was proved in court, by the evidence of two witneffes, to have had a 
criminal connexion with a drummer. The prolocutor was allowed, it is true, to part 
with his wife, but then Ihe was exempted from all farther ptiiiifliment ; while he, on 
the contrary, was flogged and fent to Batavia, without being ftilfered to receive the 
leaft benefit from his property. * 

A certain hatter in the town, who wa.s a bachelor, had got two of his flaves with 
chiltl. For the child he htid.by one ol' them, he, in quality of its father, demanded 
baptifm, and accordingly this was baptized, and coni'equently free ; while the other 
girl’s child remaincil unbaptized apd a Have. 

The winter of this year, 'in the months of June, July, ami Auguft, w'as very cold, 
with a great deal of rain; and on the 6rh of July particularly, both the Devil’s Moun- 
tain and J'able Mountain were covered with fnow and hail. la feveral places, the 
vines, :ts well as many vegetables in the kitchen-gardens, had been killed or greatly 
damaged by the froll. • 

In the (lomptmy’s garden there was a very beautiful covered walk, formed of 
chefnut-trees, which wen; now very thick and large. It was this year cut down root 
;tnd brancii liy order of the governor, for ihe purjroTe of making diifercnt kinds of 
iitrniture of its elegant .rood ; and in its Head were planted oaks, w'hich, however, are 
as little likely to reliorc the beauty of the garden, as thofe curious animals are to re- 
turn thither, which tlie highly refpeflable Governor Tulbagh had taken pains to col- 
lect togrtlicr there, from the interior parts of Africa ; btit which, after his death, were 
turned (nit by his luccelTor to become a prey to ravenous bealls. 

The Iruit of a fpccies of mcfcmbryanlhcmum was fometimes brought to the town as 
u rarity, and was called Rofa de Jericho. When it is put into water, it gradually 
opens all its fced-vefl'cls, and exaftly, refembles a fun; and when it becomes dry 
again, it ccntracts itl'cU andclofes by degrees. 'I’his is no lefs anecefl’ary than fingular 
jnoperty, wliicli itoints out the admirable inflitution of an all-wife Creator ; inafinuch 
as tliis plant, which is found in the moll arid plains, keeps its feeds fait locked ujj 
in time ot drought ; but when the rainy feafon comes, and the feeds can grow, it 
opens its receptacles, ^pnd lets fall the feed, in order that they may be difperfed abroad. 
The water in which this fruit has lain is fometimes given to women that are near their 
time, and is ftiought to procure them an eafy delivery. 

Ordinary public-houfes are much more rarely to be met w'irli here than they are in 
Europe, and taverns Itill more’ fo, as every body has a quantity of wine in his own 
houfe, luflicient for hiinfdlf and his friends. Some there are however for the lower 
clafs of people, though very difl'erent from thofe which abound fo much in our more 
refined quarter of the globe ; being defigned not fo much for drinking and tippling, of 
whicli drunkcanefs, noife, and riotous diforder are the frequent concomitants, as for 
mere diverfion and recreation. I’he inferior kinds of public-houlLs tfierefore are at the 
lame time dancing houfes, where every evening nmlicians are to be found, and the 
guelts, by paying foi' their wine only (but at a very dear rate), have an opportunity of 
dancing. No card-pljiying is lufl'ered, .and the dancing is over at a certain hour in the 
night, when every one goes quietly honte, without making a noife or afirighting others, 
which would not be calily tolerated by the night-watch, nor go unpuniflred by the 
government. 

A^my leifure hours 1 never neglee^ted to vifit the hills, mountains, and fields, near 
the town. For the purpofe of carrying a book and other things ncceflary for putting 
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up ’uy feeds and plants, I ufually took witli me a hired flave. This year, through the 
kindnefs of the furgeon, I got a man aut of the hofpital to carry my apparatus, who 
had been brought by a fiugular defliny to this foutherumoft point of Africa. He was 
born in Germany, and, for the fake of trafficking, had travelled much, and had lived for 
fomc time in Holland, France, and England, where he rcfided laft, and carriedg^^on a 
fmall trade in certain drugs, and fome chemical preparations. In the courfe of this 
hufinefs, having embarked for France, the ftiip v as driven by a ftorm towards the coaft 
of Holland, where it was wrecked, and he kdf al! his little property. On getting afhore, 
he fold his knee-buckles, and, with the trilling viaticum produced by them, let out for 
Ainflerdam, where he met with an old acquaintance, who oflered him his afliftance ; 
and under the pretext of procuring him a lodging, look him to- a kidnapper’s. Here 
his friend called for brandy, vi.£l:uals, and wine, of which they both partook. At length, 
when he :md his friend parted, he obferved that the landlord gave the latter tw-o ducats. 
Immediately upon thft he himfelf w'as prevented from going out ; he then found, to his 
coft, that he was kidnapped ; and, being no ftranger to the Dutch language, threatened 
the kidnapper to lodge a complaint againll him, if he did not inftantly fet him at liberty. 
The kidnapper then began to make fome inquiries about his refidence, means of fup- 
port, &c. and, as he could not ^.pay his reckoning, abfolutely refufed to let him go. 
When nmftered ojn board of fhip, w'hither he had been ciirried, wnthout having been 
previoufly taken to the Eaft-lndia houfe, and received there,* he complained to the 
director ; but, as the poor fellow could not poflibly pay for what the kidnapper had 
received of the Company to fit him out, he w'as obliged, nolens volciis, to fail for llu- 
Cape, where he arrived Tick, and was taken to the hofpital. This poor man accompa- 
nied me twice in my cxcurfions ; but foon regained his liberty by running away, and 
getting on board one of the Englilli fhips that lay in the road. 

Pomegranates grew in fevcral of the gardens, but were not expofed to fale, nor much 
eaten in the town. But chefnuts {afculus pavin') were fold here in plenty, and eaten 
by way of defert, roafted, with a little butter. 

By the Ihips that arrived from Europe, I had not only the pleafure to receive letters 
from my patrons in Amfterdam, intimating their fatisfaftion at what I had lent them, 
but alfo received a confiderable fum in ducats, for the purpofe of paying off part of the 
debt I'had contrafted during the two lall years. , 

There had arrived from England, in order to proceed to Bengal, Lady Ann Monfon, 
who had undertaken this long and tedious voyage, not only for tlie purpdfe of acaim- 
panying her hufband, who went out as colonel of the regiment in the Eaft Indies ; but 
alfo with a view to indulge her paffion for natural hiltory. This learned lady, during 
the time fhe ftaid here, made feveral very fine colledlions, arid particularly in the ani- 
mal kingdom. And, as I had f. equently had the pleafure, together with Mr. Mafon, 
of accompanying her to. the adjacent farms, and, at the fame time, of contributing 
greatly to the enlargement of her collections, fhe had the goodnefs, before her depar- 
ture, to make me a prefent of a valuable ring, in remembrance of her, arid of the friend- 
fhip with which fhe had honoured me. She was a lady about fixfy years of age, who, 
amongft other languages, had alfo fome knowledge of the Latip, and had, at her own 
expence, brought with her a draughtfman, in order to aflift her jn collecting and deli- 
neating fcarce ^ecimens of natural hiftory, * 

The government at the Cape had rcfolved to fend this year a veffel calltxl a Hoeker, 
to Madagaftar, to barter for flaves ; and the Governor Baron Van Plettenberg had the 
kindnefs to offer to fend me out as furgeon to the fhip. But although I had much 
wifhed to vifit fo large and remarkable an ifland, ftill my inclination to fee the northe^m 
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part of Africa was much more prevalent. I therefore begged to be excufed from mak- 
ing this voyage ; and recommended a friend apd countryman of mine, Mr. Oldenburg, 
who had been pradifing botany for the fpace of two years that he had accompanied me 
in my excurfions, to go as furgeon's mate. My recommendation was taken ; and Mr. 
pld^nburg even made feveral colledion of plants ; but did not live to return from fo 
unWholefome and fcorching a climate. 

This winter Alderman Berg fliewed me a very curious Fungus (Jiydmra) which h^d 
been fent to him, as a great rarity, by a farmer, from the interior part of the country. 
This fungus, which was called Jackhal’s Koll (or Jackall’s food) being, on examination, 
found to be, with refped to ‘the parts of friuTification, the moft extraordinary plant of 
any hitherto known, confirmed my refolution of vifiting the northern parts of the Cape, 
and excited in me a wifli fo exafnine this fungus, with feveral other plants, in their 
native foil, however arid and barren. 

I fitted myfell out as in the preceding year, in the month of September, and again 
had Mr, Mafon, the EngHfo gardener, fbi- my fellow-traveller, although he was not 
much inclined to make any lung excurfion.this year. 


Journey to Roggc-vcid. 

ON the 29th of September, 1774, I fet out with my fellow-traveller, on my third 
journey to the interior part of Africa. After eroding Zout Rivier and Moffelbank’s 
Kivier, we arrived at Vifcherflioek, a corn-farm of the Company’s, occupied by the 
governor. This year eighty barrels of feed had been fow n. 

The llranguary raged amonglt the cattle h(>rc, and was occafioned by the euphorbia 
genijliodcs. As a fovcieign remedy for this diftemper.^ the farmers gave the cattle a tea- 
cup full of powdered t)itrich cgg-lliells mixed with vinegar. The ntfinous clot of Eu- 
phorbia, which ftuck fall in the urethra, was fometimes extracted, when it appeared 
quite white, and about half a finger in length. 

On the 30th, w(f roile pall Engelaar’s farm to Matth. Greef’s,*ncar Moffdlbank’s 
River. In .thefe low^ fandy plains, and in the dwarf-buflies upon them, there were 
hares in abundance, infoinuch that one might flioot as many as one chofe ; but nobody 
let any value upon this kind of game, the ilefli of which had fo dry a talle. 

Here 1 heard mtieh talk of a Hottentot water-melon, tvhich is laid to be a large and 
fucculent root, called Kou by the Hottentots, who grind it down to meal, and bake it 
like bread. 

On the 2d of October, w e crofl'ed Moffelbank’s River to Jurgen Kutle’s, and from 
thence procured to Abraham Bofman’s, near Paarls-berg. 

Paarl Mountain is neither very high nor of great e.xtent in length ; but it abounds in 
water, fo as amply to fupply the farms that lie on each fide, and a large mill fituated 
at the foot of it. 

The church ftandk on the eafl; fide of the mountain. • 

The farmers here chiefly cultivated vines, the flocks of which are often of fifty 
years’ growth, and produce a delicious and full-bodied wine. Wheat was not much 
cultivated here, and the quantity of culinary vegetable's was but fmall, as^was alfd the 
number of the cattle. 

VOJ.. XVJ. J{ 
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Here we ftaid a couple of days in order to inveftigate the mountains with due care 
and accuracy. Having arrived at the top from the eaftern fide, we obferved a place 
called the Company’s Cellar (Kelder). I'his confifted of a foniewhat concave and large 
rock, which had fallen over another rock inclining towards it. Thefe two rocks toge- 
gether formed an arched cellai’, as it were, open at both ends, and polTeffing an agree- 
able coolnefs. 

* The Paarl DiamondvS were two very large, bare, ftcep, and almofl: conic moun- 
tains, the foot of which. was fo wide at bottom, that it required an hour to walk 
round it. 

On the 5th, we proceeded to Ilannes van Aarde’.s, near Paardeberg, which is a 
little higher than Paarl Mountain ; this Hands feparate, and has taken its name from 
the wild Cap'e horfes (or '/ebras), whicli formerly were to lie leen licre in great num- 
bers. At this time there w'as only a do/ien of thefe beautiful animals, and thefe were 
prnteeVed by government, and were far i'rotn being Diy. 

On the 7th, we pafied on to Lofpor’s ertate ; and, 

On the 8th, palling by Peter Lofper’s luid .lohannes Walther’s farm, we came to 
Dreyer’s cRate, near Riebeek Caflle, a large mountain, lb named after Van Riebeek, 
the founder and iirfl governor of this colony. Ihe mountain was very high, and its 
Tides were fleep. ^ 

My fellow-traveller and 1, one day, climbed np 'u'/ the high tops of this mountain, 
whillt our oxen, which we had ordered t.) he taken oil iroin the waggons, kept graz- 
ing at the fide ot it. We were obligati 10 make aimoft the whole circle of tlie moun- 
tain before we could gel to tin,’ pe.ik we wilhed tt) al'cend. When arrived u]>on llji.'-. 
fummit, we perceived our waggons flandiiig at the loot of the mouniain ; hut law, at 
the fame time, tliat wc wen; I'eparaled Iron; tlieiii i)y fuch fieej) pi'ecipiccs on this fide, 
that it appeared to us impoflible to I’each the n, without returning by the fame way that 
W'e had come, which was nearly three miles about. IJowevei', whillt we were fearch- 
ing here after fome curious pbint.’--, and layiiig them up in our books, 1 Humbled upon 
a very near, but, at the fame time, dangerous way, to get to the oilier fide of the 
mountain’s perpenUicular flanks, fl'his was a chink of a few fathoms’ length, and fo 
narrow, as to be capable of admitting a iiuddle-iiz.ed man only. Thi-ough this I ventured 
to crawd on my hands and feet, and v,as i.,rtimare enough to get fafe over to the other 
fide, from whence k was only tliu diflance of a muflcet-lhot to our waggons. My Icl- 
low-traveller, together with his dog, flood alloniflied at my adventurous •exploit, the 
one howling, and the other almofl crying ; and, at the fame time, vexed to think that 
he fhould be obliged to go alone a long way round about, without once blaring to take 
the dii’edl: path. My courage was rewai ded v\iti; a fmall plant which 1 got in the cliink, 
and which 1 aftci'wards fought in vain ;u other places.^ 

On the I ifh, we came to Vliermuys liiiifi and Parry, after having iialied Lombart’s 
anu Owerholfen’s eftate.s,’and lldniiii.’berg, which is a low mountain, and of a finall 
extent. 

On the 12th, we arrived at Wilhelm Ikirger’s grazing farm, near Matje’s Drift a:ul 
Rivier, where our waggon and cart were convewed over by boats, and the oxen fvtam 
acrofs. 

On the 13th, f obferved a rainbow, which was extremely pale, ‘with the dullefl co- 
lours imaginable, being formed merely out of a riling fog. 

On the 14th, we arrived at Hanekarnp’s farm, near Picquet-berg, which here ftrefeh- 
ed north and fouth, hut on the eaflern fide, to the northward, had ievcral bendings, 
the ridges of which ran ibuth-caft and north-weft. Towards the northern end, the 
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mountain goes up almoft to the long chain of mountains, from whence a point projefts, 
forming a new range of mountains, the ridges of which run on to the fea-fliore. From 
this it ihould feem, as if Picquet Mountain had a ’different direftion from all other moun- 
tains 5 but it is only on the eaftern fide that fuch a ridge runs, and, at the northern end, 
the ipountain is continued farther, and runs a great way out to the fouth-eatt and north- 
weft. This mountain is higher than Riebeek Caftle, and, in the eaft and north, has 
a great many fteep and inacceffible rocks, with flat and level furfaces at top. , 

Here grew a flirub called Zand-olvyc (dodonma angujiifolia)^ the wood of which was 

a hard nature. This was dried, and a decodion of it was drank in fevers, by way 
of a purgative. 

Tigers infefted the bullies in thefe Tandy plains ; and 1 faw feveral perfons that had 
been bitten by them, though nobody had been killed. 1 was affured by rhany people, 
that a tiger preferred a wild-goat to a flicep. The tiger is fuppofed to be more treach- 
erous, and lefs magnanimous, than the lion. He feldom fails to rufli upon a man who 
pafl'es the thicket where he lies concealed ; and it is impoflible for him to hear the cry 
of “ fa, fa,” without attacking the perfon ^hat utters tlie found. I was told of a flave 
in Madagafcar, w'ho having flopped liehind a ihicket to cafe nature, was attacked by a 
tiger, and wounded fo i’everely, that he fainted away through lofs of blood 5 but, 
leizing the tiger at the fame time by the throat, quite itifled him, fo that the tiger was 
found dead, and the fl ive near him in a fwoon. The Oape tiger is«fmall, and about 
the fize of a dog. 

F.lcphants were formerly very numerous in thefe parts ; but, at prefent, they are 
quite extirpated. The bell method to efcape from thefe large beafts, whofe height 
fometimes reaches to eighteen feet, is either to fly to the water, or to .get into fome 
filfure of a rock. 

Near Picquet Mountain we, for the firft time, difcoveretl and fiiot a dove (Roods 
Turtelduyv, coliimha Senegalcnfts'). I’his bird is generally lound farther up the coun- 
try, and is faid not to have been fo hi^i up towards the Cape till within the lart feven 
years. 

Tile Jlapclla incarnata, a very branchy plant without leaves, was rfound in the vici- 
nity of the mountains, tliougl. it wnis ratlier fcarcc ; the Hottentots ate it, after peel- 
ing oil the edges and prickles. 

Vogel Valley was*a kind of fwanip, which lay at the foot of the mountain dppofite 
Paaii, and vas frequented by fca-fowls and fnipes. 

All the roads here were fandy and heavy, like thofe about Saldahna-bay. 

Near Picquet-berg to the northw'ard, ftootl Captain Kloofs Mountain, and within 
this, farther to thl* northw'ard, Drie Fontein’s-berg, and then Bahian ’s-berg, or the 
Baboons Mountain, which, with its feveral different heads, ftrctched on to the fea- 
fliorc. 

1 ravelling farther on we came to Carrelfpeck’s fai’ni, fiiuated under Picquet Moun- 
tain ; from thence to Gert Smidt’s, and afterwards to Dirk Kutfe’s, where Vcrlooren 
Valley has its origin, and fprings from a mountain belonging to the long chain of moun- 
tains ; and, finally, to And. Greef ’s. 

The eftates in thi^ tradi: are embelliflied with vineyards, corn-fields, and beautiful 
gardens. * • 

^ Here I flict with a lemon, which contained another within it, furniflied with a red 
rind. Neither of thefe two lemons had any feed, and the rind of the inner lemon was 
faid to have even a four tafte. 
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Here I alfo faw a goofe’s egg, which contained another egg enclofed within it. The 
external egg had a yolk, but the inner pone. 

Oftriches abound in all tliefc parts. They frequently do great damage to the farmers, 
by coming in flocks into their fields, and dellroying the ears of wheat, fo that nothing 
but the bare llraw itfelf is left behind. The body of this bird is not higher than the 
corn, and when it devours the ears, it bends down its long neck, fo that it cannot be 
feen at a dillauce ; but on the leaft noife it rears up its head and long neck, and can 
thus forefee its danger in time, and make its efcaj)e, before the farmer gets within gun- 
fhot of it. 

When this bird runs it has a proud and haughty look, and feems not to make much 
hafle, although it be in great ditlrefs, efpecially if t.he wind is with it ; and when the 
wind blows;! little, it flaps its wings, which gre;Uly aflifls it* in its flight. It is then im- 
polfible to overtake it with the I'wifteft liorfe, except when the weather is exceedingly 
warm and at th<; fame time calm, or when its wings have been fliot off. 

One morning, as 1 rode pall a pkice where a hen-ollrich fat on her nefl, the bird fprang 
up and purfued me, with a view to prevent my noticing her young ones, or her eggs. 
Every time I turned my horfe tow'ards her, flie j-elreatcd ten or twelve paces ; but as 
foon as I rode on flic purfued me again. 

The farmers here likewife informed me, that a flonc or two is fometimes found in the 
oftrich’s eggs, whkh is hard, wliite, rather flat ;md fitiootli, tuid about the fize of a 
be;m. Thefe Rones are cut and made into buttons, but 1 never had the g( od fortune 
to fee any of them. 

Partridges (Tetrao) abound liere and in mtmy other parts of the country. They did 
not immediately take wing when we rode full trot alter them, but they ran fo fwift 
along the road that we could hardly kcej) jxico with them ; at length they took flight 
fidc-vvays with loud and violent fcrcams. 

Vcrlooren V-alley is the name given to a rivuiu' that derives itsfourcc from the above- 
mentioned range of mounttiins, ;uid empties itlell itito the lea. Its banks are in many 
places overgrown with reeds tunl rulhes (inirx, urinidu), winch f)\netimc'S Ihoot up to 
the height of levcral yards, infomucli th;.t the rivul'i, in Rich i)lac('s, cannot be feen. 
In thefe impenetrable recelVes an iimunier;ible multiaide of lards l.ave their haunts -.uid 
phtccs (^f refuge, fuch us dilferent forts of he-rons ((/rr/.v.' ?ihijor»\i\(\ Ccenika'), ducks 
(^anates), and coots (^fi/linv). In feme placisit was narrow, and in otj^ers broad; 
but in particular it grew- wider and wider the nearer it a])pioached to the fea. In Ibine 
places there w'ere large hides and deep refervoirs. It ruiis into the ocean to the north- 
ward, and, when it is low', tlie mouth aj^pears dry, and the ctirtciit there entirely 
choaked up wi'h the land, tmd llagnatiitg. d’he nearer it approaches the fea, tlie deeper it 
grows in the middle, and the fr er it is from reeds. It has mtuiy windings, and in its 
courl’e, runs between two tolerabjy liigh mountains. The water Iwett and good ; 
but near the fea, from the iiitc) mixture of thi! lall-w-ater, and efpcciallv in the dry I'ea- 
fon, it grows faltifh. We encamped feveral days along its b:uiks in :ho open air, till 
we came to its mouth, in a Tandy atiJ btirren field, where no colonifts dwelt, and where 
ther e were only a few places fur grazing cattle, which were inoftly cotmiiitted to the 
care of the Hottentots. 

At the beginning of Vcrlooren Valley, oppofitc the end of Picquet Mountain, pro- 
je£ls a ridge of mountains, which runs all the way down to the ftrand, W' here' Vcrlooren 
Valley ends, and forms the heights on one fide of this rivulet. 

From Picqtiet-berg fome ridges of mountains alfo projeft, which terminate on the 
other fide of Vcrlooren Valley. 

I'lic 
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The large and long range of mountains which extends from Cape Falfo, near Hot* 
tentot’s Holland, acrol's the whole country, terminates here in fcattcred and broken 
hills and eminences, fo that it was not neceflary to crofs the above-mentioned range at 
the northern end, as at Roode Zand and Pickeniei *s Kloofs. 

Near a farm where Hottentots only tended the cattle, we experienced the inconveni- 
ency of being infefted with vermin. We encamped, it is true, at a confnlerable dif- 
tance from their habitations ; but before our arrival, they had fpread their Ikin-coveringo*, 
which fwarincd v/ith vermin, upon the adjacent fields, and our pillows, on which we 
nl'ed to fit in the fhade of oyr waggons, were prefently filled with them, fo that after 
ioveral davs jviinful labour we could hardly get rid of our hungry and troublefonio guefts. 

Si'rpojits aboinidcd greatly in thefe i'andy and bufhy plains. Not a day palled that 
ae did not catch fcveral, and put them into the brandy-kegs. Whilll w'e were fitting 
on the ground to cat our homely meals, they ran acrofs iny legs and thighs as well as 
thole of my fi.llow-travellers, without once biting any of us. A ferpent once twilled 
round my liTt leg, and witiiout biting me iullered ilfelf to be gently lliakcn off. 
Another cum; cn:epirig out from under riy body, whilll I lay on the ground, and 
aherwards crawloil, as cold as ice, over the bare leg of one of the cornqany that fat 
near me;, viti'.out doing the Icall hurl to any one of us. From this it may plainly be 
inferred, lltat ferpent;-; do not attempt to lute, unlefs in felf delencc, when trampled 
upon, or olherwile hu.f. Many times did le-pents run acrofs the roUd, and mu unfre- 
quently between the horlev’ led, without dohig th(!horfes any injury. 

The linid-moles, of whicli hei e were vail numbers, had made fo many holes in the 
ground that it was with great dilficulty mid danger the traveller could get on, as his 
hori’e foinetimcs fell deep into them, and very frequently Humbled. • 

From Verlooreii Valley we travelled on to Lange Valley, which is a river fimilar to 
the lornu r, but much k-fs ; and from hence we had a very long and dry Carrow-field 
to travcrl’e helori' we got near the mountains again, and to a place called the Gentlemen’s 
Hotel (lleeren Logement). 

Tlie heiglm. were very fandy, the country dry, and the grazing farms fcarce, at 
which the fanners themfelvcs likev ife did not live, but only kept I’ome hired Hottentots 
to tend their cat do, w hich is hero the only thing attended to j as the drought and the bar- 
remiels of the foil prevent them from growing corn, or planting orchards. , 

On the 25lh, before we reached the Gentlemen's Hotel, we palled leveralfmall vales 
in our W'ay of a very trilling depth, which, from the heat of the weather, were already 
quite dried up. Thel'e ha.l a If range and lingular appearance, astheciav which during 
the rainy fcal'on had been diilirlved and agitated in water, was now clepolited in various 
llrata, or lamina; of different degrees of thicknefs, which had fplit m ctjnfequence of 
the heat, and were fecn very tlillinctly. The lowermoll layer was the coarfell, and 
contained a great quantity of extraneous particles, which, in confequence of their weight, ' 
had lettled tliere firll. The uppermoll layer was boili purer and finer, and fo dry as 
to Hick to theHips and tongue like a new tobacco-pipc. This, a.s w ell as other African 
minerals, I colledleil, and have prefented them to the royal academy at Upfal for their 
collecHon of minerals. 

In my way to the ([Jeiulemcn’s Hotel, I found a fcarce and long-fought-for plant, viz. 
the Codon Royeni, but did not fee mope than one Ihrub of it, which however I think 1 
never lhall* forget. It was one of the hotteil days in fummer, and the heat was fo 
intolerable, that we were afraid that our bealts would grow faint and drop down quite 
exhauHed. By this infufferable and tormenting heat our bodies were fwelled up, as 
it were, and the pores opened in the higheH degree. The bulhes we met wnth, were 
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covered all over with white, brittle, and tranfparent prickles, which, when my fellow- 
traveller arid I fuddenly fell upon thgm, and ftrove which Ihould pluck the moft 
flowers with our naked hands, fcratched them in fuch a terrible manner, that for feveral 
days we experienced great pain and inconvenience. 

At length we arrived quite exhaufted to the Gentlemen’s Hotel, which was a vale 
between the mountains, with a pretty high hill. Up this hill we had to drive before 
we could get into another traft of country, which however was not very fertile. 

This place, which is pleafant, being ornamented with a fmall wood and a rivulet of 
fre/h-watcr, is called the Gentlemen’s Hotel, bccaufe op one fide of the mountain 
there is a large cavern to the weltward, like a hall, formed by two rocks, wdiich were 
hollowed out by the hand of time. I climbed up to it, and found the names of 
feveral travellers written on the fides. Near this was another hollow vault, but fome- 
what lefs. 

^ In the former of thele caves there was a fmall fiflure, in which a tree, probably tlie 
Sideroxylon, had taken root, and flood in a very flourifhing condition, being above 
eight feet in height ; although it had no more water for its nourifhment and fupport 
than the trifling (quantity that was retained by the fiflure in the rainy feafon. 

Upon the \vhole, the mountains thereabouts were dry, barren, and of a brittle 
texture, appearing as if they had been burned, and containing a great number of large, 
bare, and loofe flbnes. ^ • 

Whilfl we refrefhed ourfelves here and our wearied cattle, a farmer arrived on 
horfeback from Olyfant’s Rivier, who informed us that a lion inhabited the Ipot by 
which we were to pafs, and that it had lately been feen upon the road, and liad pur- 
fued a Hottentot there. 

However, as we had no other way than this dangerous one to choolc, we Jet out on the 
following day, viz. the 26th,* and, the better to be on our guard, we rode the whole 
day with our guns, laid acrofs our arms, cocketj and loaded with ball ; and late in the 
evening, w'henit was quite dark, arrived at Peter van Seele’s, near Glyfaiii’s Rivier, 
where we Raid a few days, as the fituation was comfortable and the people obliging and 
hofpitable. 

The road was almoft every-where fandy, and the heights we rock* over prefenied 
nothing but bare rocks, with a red fand-ftone, interfperled with pybbles, that appeared 
to have been enclofed in the fand-ftone before it had hardened into a rock, in like manner 
as their furface feemed to have been polifhed, before their enclofure, to tTle decree of 
Imoothnefs they now exhibited, by the violent motion of the waves. * 

Here were feveral mountains flat at top, like the TabR Mountain^ which terminated 
behind Olyfant’s Rivier, before they reached the fea-ftiore,’ between which and the 
mountains it is laid to be a day’s journey over a broad and level plain. 

■ The Bokke-veld Mountains alfo ended near the fea-lhore, on the other fide of Olyfant’s 
Rivier ; they are of a confiderable height, and do not go off with a gradual flope. 

Kamerup was the name given here to the Hottentot’s water-melon, ^ large fuccu- 
lent root. ® 

Karup again fignified the root of a fpecies of Lobelia, w'hich was eaten by the Hot- 
tentots. 

Moor-woitel is' an umbelliferous plant, from the root of which and honey the Hot- 
tentots make, by fermentation, an intoxicating liquor. 

A wild gool'e (anas JE^^yptiaca) took up its refidence in great Olyfant’s Rivier imme- 
diately belovf the farm, and did great damage to the farmer’s wheat-fields. It had been 
fired on before, and wounded with fmall fljot, but efcaped alive. This made it fo 
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ihy and cautious, that on the llighteft tiew of the people of the houfe it would fly to 
the other fide of the river, fo that nobody could come within gunlhoi of it. I being a 
llranger, it feemed to be lefs fearful of me, a circumltance which, one day, as it came 
on the fide of the river next the houfe, gave me an opportunity of Ihooting it, to the 
great fatisfaftion of my hoft. 

As we now had to travel through a dry and barren dcfart, we took care to lay in 
proper provifion here for the journey, viz. bifeuits, bread, butter, and frelh meat., 
with which our worthy hoftefs very obligingly furniflted us. We fent all our baggage 
over Olyfant’s Rivier, which was pretty broad, in a fmall boat, and afterwards made 
the o::en fwim acrofs with tht; waggons. 'I'hc river was deep in feveral places, and a 
beautiful wood, confiding of trees of various kinds, efpecially the mimqfa nilotica, 
adorned its banks. 

After this, on the 30th, t.e rode down by the foot of the mountains, the fird and 
larged jjrojefting point of which was called Windhoek, and the other Mafkamma. 
We arrived at a grazing farm, whicii belonged to one Ras, and was called Trutru. 
Here, on fome of the lelTcr hills, I found ^the Hottentots water-melon, which 1 had 
been long in fcarch of, and clefirous of knowing. The root was almod as round hs a 
liall, tibove fix inches in diameter, of a ycllowidi colour, and about as hanl as an 
ordinary turnip. The tado of it was agreeable and rJtlVcfliing. It is much eaten by 
the Hottentots. Its bl<ifiom was not quite full blown ; but it leemed to me to belong 
to the order of the conlorfa, and I thought it nright be referred more dpcciallv to the 
aropcg'ur, or the pcriploca genus. 

'file field was always dry ; in the clefts indeed, and fomctinics at tlie foot of the 
mountains, there was water ; but the land was fo poor, that no farms /.'oiilcl be laid 
out there. 

Wc law the Bokkc-veld Mountains lying before us, which extended far towards 
the fea-fide, apd that with feveral projeding points, juft like fo many ranges of 
mountains. * 

On the 31ft, we proceeded tlirough the delart ; in which the farther we advanced, 
the drier it grew. Our journey through the defart hilled three dayit at leafl : and in 
the whole of this tracT we I'ouiul only three places which at this time afl’ordcd a little 
fall-water. But thefc w'ere the more difficult to find, as tliey did not lie near the road, 
but at a gretif diftanct.- from it. A llranger cafily pafles by them, and thus endangers 
his own life ?nd that of his catrl'^. Very happily for us, we fell in with a fanner from 
the Oape that was travelling the fame road ; but with our weak cattle we could not 
keep pace with him. We lliercfore requeilcd, that he w’ould let up a Hick with a 
linen rag on it at’the places wiiere tve ought to bait, and in the neigiiboiirhood of 
which we might look lor fo extraordinary a phenomenon as lalt-v.ater is in thefe thirfty 
plains. The firll niglit we luckily hit upon the watering-place called Single Dorn- 
boom’s Rivier, but not the fccond, fo tha# our eattlb were iteaiiy exiuiuited by heat 
and thirfl, bt^re we reached, whicli we did not do till the third evening, the Bokke- 
land Mountains, where we baited all pjght near a fmall rivulet of iVtlh-water, called 
Dorn River, after having palTed a place called (Leeuwedans, or Leeuwejagt) 
Lion’s Dance. 

In the winter, whbri it is fet iu for rain, the farmers remove for* fome time with 
their cattle to this part, which is at tlfis time the raoff proper for breeding of fheep, 
but not always for other cattle. And indeed the Ihcep in thefe barren fields grow 
fomqtimes fo fat, that their flefh cannot be eaten. 'I’lic leaneft are therefore always 
fclecied for flaugbter. When a butcher has purchal'ed a flock of fheep, and driven 
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them one hundred and thirty or one hundred and fifty miles to the Cape, they are 
generally reckoned fat enough to be killed. 

All the mountains here llretched nbrth-north-caft towards the fea, and fouth-fouth- 
weft into the country, where they grew very flat ; towards the fummits they were quite 
level, as if their heads had been lopped off. 

, To tlie left, a ridge of mountains was feen to commence, which ran along the fea- 
,lhore, and was not very high. 

In this Carrow'-land grew the moll Angular Mefembryanthemuras, and thofc in the 
greateft quantity ; on the other hand, but very few Crafl'ulas, Euphorbias, and 
Cotyledons.' 

C)n the 2d of November, we rode up the Bokke-land Mountains with two pair of 
oxen, with' which the farmer, who had palled us, ‘kindly, alTifted us, ours being quite 
fatigued and difabled, and the mountains fo deep that feveral Hottentots were obliged 
to hold the waggons fad with cords, to prevent them overfetting. This mountain was 
not only very deep, but likewife very hilly, and abounded with Hate ; above there was 
a deep ridge, and the fides of the crown ij;felf were ahnoll perpendicular. At the top 
of all the mountain was level, the air colder, and the plain abounded in gral's. 

Bokkc-veld lies between the thirtieth and thirty-fird degree fouth of the equator. 

In alcending this mountain, < we difeovered a fpecies of Aloe (aloe dicbofoma), the 
dem of which, wiien of a proper thicknefs, is hollowed out, an^l ufed by the Hottentots 
as a quiver for their arrows. 

Weary, but not a little pleafed, w'e afterwards arrived at Clas Lofper’s farm, whither 
we intended indeed to have gone the preceding year, but were prevented by an accident. 
In this honed farmer, during the few days day we made with him, we found as 
generous a hod as we had before found in him a faithful guide and kind affillant. 
He was the riched grazier in the whole country ; and w'as at this time in poffeirion of 
at lead twelve thoufand Iheep, and above li.x hundred full-grown horned cattle, befides 
about two hundred calves. * 

We now left a traft of land to the left, nearer to the fea, which is occupied and 
inhabited by two rich and powerful nations, the Little and Great Namaquas. Tiiefe 
are occupied in grazing ; and their cattle appeared to me to be of quite a dillereiFt 
kind from thofe of the CaflVes and colonids, being lor the moll part long-legged, 
large,' and without a bunch on the back. * 

Bokke-land or Goat-land, which we had now reached, is nothing cH’e tkm a tolerabl) 
high mountain, which is level at the top, and towards the edges of its fuminit forms 
a variety of projefting angles, pointing to the fea-fidc. • It conlills of difterent llrata ; 
the uppermoll of which is fand-llonc, in many jrlaces interkirded Vith polilhed round 
pebbles. The fand-ltone is for the molt part laminate like Hate, and moulders away 
into pieces by rain. 

This country being aH over Exceedingly barren, and confequcntly not much fre- 
quented by the colonills, there were feveral fmall focieties of Hottentots, fcattered up 
and down in it, who were in poflelfion ot fb|ne very inconfiderable herds of cattle ; 
and a great many of them w'ere employed as fervants by the few farmers that lived 
here, who repaid their fervices with cattle and other trifling gratuities. 

With thefe as' well as other Hottentots who live farther up the country, near Rog- 
geveld, and who were once more numerous and rich than they are at prefent, the 
Dutch Company formerly carried on a bartering trade ; but, on account of the in- 
juftlce and violence which the factors that were fent to them were guilty of, and Mfhich 
the governors frequently connived at, not deeming it their duty to contend for the 
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rights of nature and humanity, when neither the Company’s nor their own private 
intereft was concerned, it has now almoft ent^ely ceafed. When a corporal was fent 
out by the governor, with a few men to barter with the Hottentots for their oxen, 
againft arrack, glafs beads, iron, and tobacco, he not only got their oxen for flaughter, 
but their calves, cows, and fheep. And this exchange was not always with the Hot- 
tentots’ good will and confent, but by compulfion, and frequently by force. Befides 
this, they were bafe enough to dilute the arrack with water, and thus to adulterate it» 
This mode of bartering occafioned by degrees fuch a difguft, that fome of the Hot- . 
tentots neglefted to augment their llock, and others entirely left the places of their 
rcfidence, and ran away ; after which they fomeiiines Hole cattle from the farmers, 
who by degrees feized upon theif land. Not long ago. Corporal Feldman procured 
by barter five hundred oxen, with the greateft part of which he enriched* himfelf, re- 
turning only fifty into the Company’s flaughter-houfe. This bartering traffic, which 
was not very advantageous to the Company, but imjuft and cruel towards the Hot- 
tentots, has now quite ceafed as well in this uorth-weftern, as in the fouth-eaftern part 
of Africa, efpecially fince the land is well.peopled, and the farmers, who abound in 
cattle, are now capable of delivering as many foever as may be wanted. Should fuch 
traffic ever take place again, it ought to be with the Caffres and Namaquas, who are 
poireffied of a great quantity of cattle, and whofe lands have not hitherto fuffered in 
the leaft by the encroachments from the colonifts. • 

From Bokke-land we faw the Roggevcld Mountains to the eaftward, and, nearer 
hand, the Hantums Mountains to the northward, and ftill farther to the northward, a 
range of mountains, behind which lay, according to report, an immenfe long plain 
without mountains, but furnilhed with feveral falt-pans, imd inhabited hy Bofliiefman 
Hottentots. All the above-mentioned mountains lay high, and at the top as it were of 
the Bokke-land Mountains. 

The Bofliiefman Hottentots inhabit ,the mofl indifferent, poor, bare, and cold part 
of this fouthernmoft point of Africa, towards the north and eaft from Namaquas-Iand, 
acrofs Roggevcld, and as far as the Snow Mountains. And indeed this nation is the 
pooreft and moll deftitute of all. 'fhey have feldom or ever any cattle, and frequently 
no fixed abode, but wander aoout the country, and fupport themfelves by plunder and 
theft. They often Hve without either clothes or huts ; and I was informed l^' fome 
farmers worthy of credit, that thefe peoplq fometimes creep down at night into caverns 
and holes irf'the earth, many together till the cave is full, when the uppermofl covers 
himfelf with the fkin of a Daffi \cavia capenfts), to keep out the cold and bad weather. 
They are of a yellowilh browhi colour, and fomething lefs than the Hottentots, with 
very fmall and delicate lifnbs. The belly, which projeds extremely, conftitutes almoft 
the whole of the man. 

Thefe Bofhiefmen had, for the fpace of feveral years, molefted the colonifts here, • 
as likewife ip Roggeveld and near the Snow Mountains, ftdlen their cattle, murdered 
many of the Colonifts themfelves, and fet fire to their farms. At different times parties 
had been fent out to difperfe them, and laft year in particular, three large parties had 
been fent into three different quarters. 

A party, confiflipg of a hundred men, of which thirty-two were Chriftians, and 
the reft Hottentots in their fervice, had been fent out againft fome Namaquas Bofliief- 
men, and now met us on their return. In this expedition they had killed about a 
hundred, and made prifoners of twenty, chiefly fmall children, fome of whom they 
at this prefent jundure had with them. It was frid, that in a fimilar Expedition in 
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1 765, one hundred and eighty-fix had been killed. None of the Chriftians that tFOtt 
on this expedition were either killed or jvounded. 

The Hottentots are confidered as allies, and not fuffered to be made flaves of j 
but fuch Hottentots as are taken prifoners in war, efpecially if young, are for fome 
time the property of the captor, and obliged to ferve without wages, but are not to be 
difpofed of to others. If any of the colonifts take an Hottentot orphan to bring up, 
it muft ferve him, it is true, without wages, till it is twenty-five years old ; but, on 
arriving at that age, it is at liberty to go where it plcafes, or to continue in fervice at 
a ftated falary. 

Although this Bokke-land, which alfo has the name of the Lower Bokkcveld, lies 
very high, yet it is faid that fnow very feldom falls here. 

For the proteftion of the property of the colonilts againft the ravages of the Hotten- 
tots, the Company had, to the eaitward, cftablillied feveral polls one after another ; 
but to the weltward, on the other fide of the mountain, not one was eftablilhed, al- 
though it is there that fuch polls are moll neceflary and important. The farmers 
towards this coall mull therefore themfelves be armed in order to defend themfelves 
againll thefe plundering Bolhiefmen ; and on this occafion the more wealthy farmers 
generally fupply the other with nowder, ball, and men. One of the farmers is com- 
monly cnofen for their leader, who is then exempted from all other borough fervice. 
When a large party is fent out, the government fupplies them, t>n the Company’s ac- 
count, with brandy, hand-cuffs, powder and Ihot. 

The Bolhiefmen exercife their violence and depredations not only on the Chrillian 
colonifts, but have, previous to this, by their thefts, ruined the major part of thd 
Hottentot natives, many of whom have fince gone into the fervice of the colonifts; 

When any ftrangers arrive at a farm, the Hottentots belonging to it always give 
each of them a name fuited to his appearance, profeflion, or other external cir- 
curaftances ; this happened in feveral different, places to me and my companions. 

When we were encamped in the open air, which was fi'equently the cafe, and had 
forgot to procure fire by means of our guns, the Hottentots made ufe of another me- 
thod, which was no lefs curious than infallible. They took two pieces of hard wood, 
one of which was cylindrical, and the other flat, with a hole in it ; the flat piece was 
laid dojvn on the ground, and the foot placed on one end of it jo keep it fall ; after 
which fome dry grafs was laid round the hole, and the cylindrical ftick being -put into 
the hole, it was twirled round between the hands with fuch velocity, thaT’the frittion 
arifing from it fet the grafs on fire. 

When we ftewed our meat in the open field, the Hott?:ntots would fometinies come, 
after it was taken out of the pot, and firft befmear themfelve^ all over with the greafe, 
and afterwards rub the foot of the pot all over their bodies. 

The Bofliiefmen fometimes mjike ufe of javelins, but the fhafts are fhorter and 
thicker than thofe of the Caffres’ Affagays ; which they ufe not only to throw, but 
likewife, and indeed chiefly, for the purpofe of killing the cattle they have ftolen ; 
but their principal arms, which they ufe in war and for their own defence in general, 
are bows and poifoned arrows, and thefe they are taught to handle with great dexterity. 
The arrow is armed with a thin triangular piece of iron, faftengd with a firing to a 
bone of a finger’s length, to the end of which ^gain is fallened a reed. This iron as 
well as the bone is afterwards rubbed with poifon extradled from ferpents. The Bofhief- 
menare the moft expert markfmen of all the Hottentots, and are faid to be able to fhoot 
their arrows to the diftance of two hundred and eighty paces. They alfo know how to 
avoid the arrows of others with the greateft nimblij^fs and dexterity, juft as baboons 
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do when ftones are thrown at them ; and if they could but fee the mufquet-balls of the 
Europeans, they would think themfclves able toefcape them likewife. To running the 
Bofhiefmen Hottentots are fo inured, as not to be excelled in it by any others ; but 
can almoll hold out longer than a horfe. On the level plains they are eafily overtaken 
by a man on horfeback ; but very feldom if the road be llony, and never in moun* 
tainous places. 

They can endure hunger a longer time ; but when they have a plentiful fupply, will’ 
eat fo immoderately as to diftend their bellies to an amazing fize. When oppreffed by 
hunger, they tie a belt round their bodies, which they gradually draw tighter, till the 
navel is brought dole to the back-bone. 

When a Bolhiefman has caught, a ferpent, and killed it, he docs not, according to 
report, cut off its head, but bites it off, and then cutting out the veficle containing 
the poifon, dries it in the fun till it becomes vifeid and tough, and then mixes it with 
the juice of a poifonous tree (frequently the cejirum vencnaWii), which makes the 
poifon adhere the falter to the arrow. 

The Hottentots and Bolhiefmen are faid to fortify themfelves againft poifoned darts 
and the bite of venomous animals, by fuffering themfelves to be gradually bitten by 
ferpents, fcorpions, and other venomous creatures, till,they become accultomed to it ; 
but thefe trials fometimes coll them their lives. The urine of an Hqttentot thus pre- 
pared is elleemed an excellent antidote or counterpoifon, and is therefore drunk by 
fuch as have been bitten by ferpents. ^ 

When it thunders, the Bolhiefmen are very angry and curfe bitterly, thinking that 
the Itorm is occafioned by fome evil being. 

Poifonous bulbous plants (Giftbolles, Jmaryllis di/licha), grow in feverdl places com- 
mon, with their beautiful clulters of flowers. The root, which is poifonous, is almoll 
2 is big as one’s fill. The Hottentots ufe it chiefly for poifoning the arrows with which 
they flioot the fmaller kind of game, f*ich as Spring-bucks {capra pygargusy and the 
like. Thofe bulbs that grow in the lhade are thought to poffefs a llronger poifon than 
thofe which arc expofed to the fun. 

On the following days we rode along Bokke-land to Hantum. The country in- 
clined gently and gradually towards it. 'riie Hantum country began with fcattered 
ridges of mountains ^ farther up the country Hood a high mountain, which was«more 
particularly called Hantum Mountain, and had a cut, or open cleft, through which 
w'c rode. 'I'ne mountain was fmooth and level at the top, and in height appeared 
equal to Rqgge-veld. 

After we had got,to the end*of Bokkc land, the country grew, the farther w'e tra- 
velled, a drier Carrow, wifh confiderable rivers, w'hich had Hill brackiih w'ater in them, 
but in fummer are quite dried up. 

In Hantum wc paffed Van Rhen’s grazing farm, ngar Riet-fontein, and afterwards 
rode by Hendrik Lau’s grazing farm, to Abraham van Wyk’s farm. This Van Wyk 
was a lufty, fSf man ; as foon as the dogs, by their barking, announced the arrival of 
llrangcrs, he Hood at the door to bid us welcome. My fellow-traveller and I were not 
a little furprifed, in a country fo extremely barren, and through which we had tra- 
velled feveral days without feeing a fingle living creature, now' to find fo lufty and cor- 
pulent a man, and one that did fo mud] credit to his keeper. 

In this trad we found the fungus we had fo long fought and wilhed to fee (hydnora 
Africand), which without doubt is one of the moft extraordinary plants that have been 
difeov^red of late years. It always grows under the branches of the flirub euphorbia 

i* 2 tirucalli 



* 3 * 


thunberg’s account of the cape of good hope. 


tirucalli, and upon its roots. The lower part of it, which is the fruit, is eaten by thef 
Hottentots, ViverrjE, foxes and other animals. ' 

On the 13th wc proceeded to Chriflian Bock’s ; and. 

On the 14th, to Rhonnofter Rivier, where we were obliged to unyoke our cattle and 
ftay all night ; although a lion had two days before killed a zebra near this fpot, which 
it had not yet had time to devour. 

* 'I'he lions have their haunts in every part of thofe mountains ; and are, on account 
of the fanners’ herds of cattle, as difagreeable neighbours as the Bofliiefmen. And 
indeed tiiere were feveral people here who had been ii\ danger from thefe dreadful 
bealLs of prey. Ainoiigfl others was mentioned a farmer of the name of Korf, who 
lived not fa'' oft'. , 

A lion had ftationed itl’elf amongft the rulhes of a rivulet that ran near the farm, fo as 
to deter the fervants Irom going to fetch water, or tend the cattle. 'I'he farmer himfelf 
therefore, accennpanied by a few terrified Hottentots, relolved to attack it, and endea- 
vour to drive it away. But as it lay concealed in the thick rulhes, he could not fee 
to take aim, bur was obliged to fire I'everai ftiot at random into the rullies. 'I’he lion, 
enraged at this, rulhed out upon the farmer, who, having firetl his piece, was now quite 
dcfencelcfs, and at the fame t^iic tlelcrted by his fugitive Hottentots. As foon as the 
lion had laid hold of him, he plucked up courage, and ihrull; one of his hands down 
the lion’s throat, which faved hint from being torn to pieces,* till at leiigth he fainted 
away from lofs of blood. After this the lion left him, and retreated into the nifties 
again for a few days. When the farmer at laft recovered, he found that he was not 
only terribly wounded in his fides by the lion’s talons, but one of his hands w;is fo 
much torn afid lacerated by the animal’s teeth, that there were no hopes of its being 
healed. On entering tlie houl'o and being a little revived, he took an axe in his hand, 
laid the wounded hand on a block, put the axe on it, and ordered one of his fervants tc 
ftrike the axe with a club. Having thus cut qft his own hand, he drcfleil it with cow- 
dung, and tied a bladder over it, and at length healed the wounds with the ufual faivt . 
made of a decodfion of odoriferous herbs, lard, and a little wax. 

I heard another anecdote of an old farmer, who, together with his fon, had gone out 
in order to drive away a lion from his farm. The lion had fuddcnly leaped upon the 
old man’s back, and in that fituation, before it had had time to kill him, was fhol dead 
by the fon. 

Another inftance was related to me of the widow of one Wagenaar, ftear the Snow 
Mountains, who had gone out to fcare a lion away from her cattle ; when the beaft 
feizing on her, firft ate off one of her arms, and at lep|^th, when Ihe fainted, devoured 
her head. After this it had likewife devoured a Hottentot ihaid-fervant, who had ran 
to her miftrefs’s affiftance. 'I'he children who had feen this fhocking fight through the 
crevices of the door, *ftug themfglves out through the earth under the back wall of the 
houle, and from thence ran away to the nearefl; farm. 

From this dangerous place we went to Daunis, where the fettlerfient had been 
.lefiroyed by the Bofhiefmen by fire, and the owner with his people forced 10 run 
away. 

'Ihe country here was level, with feveral mountains running ^north-cad and fouth - 
wcll. Hiredtly before us lay the Rogge-veld mountains. 

Moorwotel (an umbelliferous plants was allb Ipokeii of here as a root, »from which, 
with water, and honey, the Hottentots prepare an inloxicaliug liquor. 'I'his root is laid 
to be taken up principally in the months of November and l)ecember. 

On. 
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On the 15th wejrode along Drooge Rivier, where we were informed by two dinners 
who overtook us, that a Hon had followed our track the day before, but, on feeing fome 
flieep, had turned about in purfuit of them. 

On the 1 6th we travelled along the foot of the Rogge-veld mountains, and then, 
through a valley formed by them, called Port, and at laft went up the mountain to 
Wilhelm Stenkamp’s farm. 

Here the country was called the Lowermofi; Rogge-veld, not becaufe it lies lower than 
the other Rogge-velds (Rye-fields), but becaufe it lies fartheft from the Cape. Thefe 
as well as the others have been fo named from a kind of rye which grows wild here in 
abundance near the bufhes. 

The winter is very cold, with froft and fnow, for which reafon no cattle can be kept 
liere, inftead of which they are driven down to Carrovv. The fettlers in the lowermofi; 
Roggeveld, who are in polTeflion of good houfes, fometimes pafs the winter there ; but 
ihole who live in the middle Rogge-veld always remove from thence. 

The whole country is deftitute of wood, and has only a few finall Ihrubs and bulhes 
of the Mefembryanthemum, Pteronia, StoSbe kinds, and a few others, fuch as Othon- 
nas, k.c. 'I’he country produces good fodder for fliecp and horlfes only, of which there 
arc great numbers, but very little horned-cattle, on mpft of the farms. 

'file uppcrmoll firatum of this mountain is fand-ftonc, which is hard, and breaks in 
large pieces, and very fit lor building of houfes. I he middle firatum is Hate, which 
may be dilcerned in the clefts, and this bed is wider than the former. The lowermofi 
^firatum is red fand and clay, interfperfed with round fiones of dift'erent fizes. 

Rogge-veld is a mountain which has been inhabited by the colonifts for thefe thirty 
years pall. It confifis of eminences and valleys, and has no ridges of any remarkable 
height, fo that it cannot be called level, but hilly. 

The larms are not fituatod far up the country, but near the edges of the fummit of 
the mountain and all along it, fo thatche part inhabited is yet very fmall. 

The foil in the lowermofi Rogge-veld is a dark brown mould, intermixed with a 
fmall quantity of lool': and brittle clay. It does not rain either at Rogge-veld or at 
Camdebo in winter, but only in fpring and fummer ; and the rain is then always accom- 
panied with thunder-ftorms. 

On the 1 8th wojproceeded to Jacob Laue’s ; and, • 

On the 20th, to Adrian I.aue’s farm. From the edge of the fummit of the moun- 
tain her(^ we faw the Carrow lying underneath us, as alfo Windhoek, Mallvamma, the 
Table Mountains near Olyfani’s Riyier, the cold Bokkevelds, and Roode Zands Win- 
terhoek, all in a row. 

The Roode Zand and Bokkeveld Mountains were lower than Roggeveld. Carrow 
lay between thelc, higher than that Carrow-field which we had pafled through between 
Olyfant’s Rivier and Bokke-land, and almoft as high as Maficamma and the Bokke-* 
land moun^jms. 

On the 21ft w'e came to Gert van Wyk’s. 

T he above-mentioned farms were always fituated in valleys between the heights. 

Altliough the fummer drew near, it was very cold, and froze at nights. The after- 
noon’s breeze alfo was always cold. 

On the 23d we arrived at ThomasJNel’s farm ; and afterwards to !^drian van Wyk’s, 
near the edge of the top of the mountain, where a tremenduoufly deep valley extends 
down to Carrow ; from hence a road leads to Carrow and Moftert’s Hoek. 

Here 1 faw a Hottentot female fervant that was born with the left arm i*mperfe£l, and 
ending near the elbow. The nio^er was for murdering this child at the birth, accord- 
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to the euftom of the Hottentots (it being a cripple), but was pre^ted by a humane 
colonift. 

I was furprifed to find that the Hottentots, who were in the fervice of the farmers, 
and were moftly naked, could endure the cold here fo well. They had no other cover- 
ing than a flieep-fldn about their backs; the woolly fide being worn next to the ikin in 
the winter, and the fmooth fide in the fummer. It was but feldom that they had ftioes 
fb their feet. It fometimes happens, however, that they are frozen to death. 

It is a cuftom with the Hottentots in thefe parts, to bury their dead in the clefts of 
the mountains ; and fuch as fell into a fwoon, had the hard fate to be buried imme- 
diately. Wild cucumbers is the name given to the Coloquintida (cucumh colocynthis). 
They were ftid to be eaten by the Hottentots, and even by the colonifts, after being 
pickled with vinegar, although they tafte very bitter. I'he fheep feed eagerly on them. 
The Jiapelia articulata repens^ a thick plant without leaves, is eaten by the Hottentots, 
as alfo by the colonifts, after being pickled in the fame manner as cucumbers. 

Karre-hout (rhus) is a kind of wood which the Hottentots in this part of the country 
ufed for making bows. • 

The road all over Rbggeveld was rough, and full of round and Iharp loofe ftoncs. 

The Spring-bok comes hither fpmetimes from the interior parts, and goes as far as 
the Bokkevelds, o^ fomewhat farther. At the expiration of a certain number of years 
they emigrate in the fame manner as the Lemmings in Swedifh* Lapland, arriving in 
troops of millions, and going in a long field one after the other, eating away all the 
herbage wherever they pafs, and fuft'ering nothing to obftruft them on their march. 
If any of them bring forth on the road, they leave their young behind. If any of the 
farmers fire ambngft them, they continue their route neverthelefs without interruption, 
and are not even intimidated by lions and other beafts of prey,' who follow the herd, 
and make great havock amongft them. After they have paffed through any farmer’s 
grounds, hardly any thing is left for his cattle te eat, nor any water to drink. The 
corn-fields muft be watched night and day, otherwife they would entirely deftroy the 
corn, and the farm,ers would be reduced to want. 

On the 24th, we came to a fpring in the open field, where w'e encamped all night ; 
and, 

On tke 25th, we crofted the mountain to Paul Kerfte’s, near Krentsfontein. In the 
afternoon, when we were ready to fet out from hence, and our horfes were faddled, 
my horfe had the misfortune to be bitten in the breaft by a ferpent, as they* were water- 
ing him at the brook juft below the farm. In confequence of this his whole foot grew 
ftiff and fwelled as I rode on, and the fwelling increafed to fuch a degree, that, before 
I had got a ftone’s-throw from the farm, he could proceed no farther, and I was obliged 
^to leave him on the fpot. A fmall ferpent, not quite fix inches long, which was laid 
to be very venomous, arid was found here in abundance, was fuppofed to be the per- 
petrator of this mifehief. 

Here began the middle Roggeveld, which was only divided from the former by 
means of a few mountainous ridges. 

On the 26th, we arrived at Cornelius Kutfe’s. 

His fon had a fhort time before been bitten in the hand by a venomous ferpent. His 
hand had been fcarified immediately, and a cupping-glafs .applied, in order to extract 
the poifon from it. After this it was fteeped in a folution of vitriol, which was faid 
to have been fendered quite black by it. An onion was next applied, and afterwards 
turtle-blood. This latter, when laid on the wound in a dry ftate, was faid to difloive 
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'' and turn to a fluid Wood, that exhibited figns of effervefcence , as the poifon of ferpents 
has a ftronger attraoion for turtle-blood than for human blood, fo as to attract the 
poifon to itfelf. 

Every farmer travelling from Roggeveld to the Cape through Moften’s Hoek, pays 
amiually a certain fum towards repairing the roads. The farmers who live far up the 
country, have generally the misfortune to be poorer, and to be fubjed: to greater ex- 
pence than others. 

We fell in here with another party, that had been in purfuit of the Bofliiefmen quite 
ap ivito Roggeveld. This party confilled of about ninety odd perfons, of whom forty- 
feven were Chriftians. They had killed and taken prifoners nearly two hundred and 
thirty Bolhieftnen. One of the colonifts had been (hot in the knee with an arrow, 
which had coll him his life. The third detachment, which had been fent to the Snow 
Mountainc, had killed four hundred Bofl)iefmen j of this party feven had been wounded 
by arrows, but none died. 

It fonietimes happens, that the Bolhieftnen take away at once the farmer’s whole 
herd whillt grazing, and frequently even Itill the herdfmen. They afterwards drive 
their booty higher up into the country, night and day, as fall as they can, till they ar- 
rive at a place where they think themfelves perfeQly fecure. What they cannot take 
with them they kill with their javelins ; and, in their flight, place fpi^s on the heights 
of the mountains, to look out carefully, and fee whether they are purfued by the co- 
lonilts. I’hefe fpies are relieved by others, and give intelligence if the party is pur- 
fued ; in which cafe, they all hide themfelves. if polfible, in the mountains. In their 
flight they kill, roalt, and eat by turns. When they have ftolen a confiderable num- 
ber of cattle, and are arrived at fome place where they think themfelveS tolerably fe- 
curc, they encamp there with their cattle, and make huts (Kraals) of mefe?nbryanthe- 
mum bullies or of mats, in which they live together as long as their food lads. The 
detachment had feen one of thefe Kraate or encampments formed of huts in two rows, 
like a village, in which they had counted on one lide upwards of fifty huts, from which 
all the Bolhiefmen have removed. 

In Roggeveld alone the Bolhieftnen had, in the lafl; two years, ftolen more than 
ten thoufand Ihecp, befides oxen, and murdered many of the colonifts, their Haves, 
and Hottentots. ^ • 

When the Boft.ielmen are purfued by the colonifts on horfeback, they retreat to the 
mountains, wuere, like baboons, they poll themfelves on the edges of the fummitsand 
in the inacccffible places, and are always afraid of the plains. They fometimes creep 
into the clefts, and /rom thefe bulwarks let fly their arrows. 

The weapons with whicli they defend themfelves againft their enemies, are bows and 
poifoned arrows. By way of defence againft thefe, the colonifts caufe a Ikin to be held 
before them, in which the arrows Hick fall, that frequently comfe like a Ihower of rain. 
The Bolhieftnen, when they perceive that their arrows do not penetrate, do not fire a 
fccond volley. A Bolhiefman who is mortally wounded by a ball, is never found either 
crying or lamenting in any lhape whatever, 

Thefe people firft chew Canna {piefembryanthemmi), and afterwards fmoke it. They 
befmear themfelves wjth greafy fubftances, and over that with red chalk ; in times of 
fcarcity they feed on ferpents, lizards, ^the flelh of zebras, lions, antf baboons, upon 
bulbous roots, ants’ eggs, &c. 

On the 39th we rode along Vifch Rivier pall Olivier’s form, to Jacobus Thewm’s. 
A misfortune, which I leaft expedled on a fmooth and plain road, attended me how- 
ever this day. Through the carelellpefs of my Hottentots, who drove againft a ftone 
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that lay in the road, my cart overturned, the tilt over it was tom funder, and many 
of my boxes and packets of herbs were loft. 

I here faw necklaces and ornaments for the waift, which the Hottentots had made 
of the ftiells of oftriches’ eggs, ground in the form of fmall round rings, and which 
made a very fine appearance. 

The cold in this Roggeveld is very intenfe in winter, and fnow falls with froft. 
The farmers, therefore, live here only a few months in th^ year, viz. from Oftober to 
May ; build here their houfes and low their wheat, which they are obliged to leave to 
the mercy of the Bolhief-men, during the time that they Remove down to the Carrow- 
field below, where it rains certain months in the year, fo that they can remain there 
with their cattle till the approaching dry feafon obligos them to remove up the moun- 
tain to Roggeveld again. 

On the I ft of December, we travelled farther on to Efterhuyfen’s farm, where we 
were obliged to ftay a couple of days, on account of the ftormy inclement weather, 
which continued with froft, rain, hail, and fnow, for the fpace of twenty-four hours, 
and not only confined us to our room, buP obliged us to put on our great-coats, as a 
defence agamft fuch an*unexpe£ted and unufual degree of cold, which was partly oc- 
cafioned by the height of the m(i)untains, and partly by the violence of the north and 
north-weft winds.^ 

The mountain, compared to the Carrow-field below, was at leaft as high as Table 
Mountain is at the Cape, and a high road for carriages runs from hence to Carrow. 

On the 3d, in the morning, we fet out from this cold place to go down the mountain, 
and could not, as we had willied, continue our journey farther up Roggeveld, as our 
beafts were t6o poor and too tender-footed to continue longer on this fharp and rugged 
mountain. 

In the morning when we fet out, the ice ftill lay on the fummit of the mountain, as, 
far as to its very edges, of the thicknefs of a rb^-dollar. 

The road down the mountain lay over feveral fteep heights and abrupt declivities, 
like very high ai]td broad fteps, for which reafon not only the two hind-wheels were 
obliged to be locked, but the waggon itfelf fo be held fall by the Hottentots, by 
means of ropes, in order to prevent it from overfetting and falling down upon the oxen. 
The uppermoft declivity was the fteepeft, and called (Uytkyk) Look-out, on account 
of the extenfive view it commanded ; the other was called Maurice SvjHleights. 

• While we were on the heights of the mountain, it was intenfely cold^;^ut the lower 
we defeended' the calmer and warmer the air became, till in about three hours time we 
got down to Carrow, when the heat began to grow intolerable. 

We had now before us a very large and extenfive field in tfic dry and barren Carrow 
to traverfe, before we could reach an inhabited place. We had therefore fupplied our- 
felves at the laft farm wkh as inych provifion as was neceflary for a few days, and with 
this fet out on our journey through a fcorching defart, fo deftitute of water that even a 
fparrow could not lubfift in it, and fo devoid of every living creature, that only a few 
rats were to be feen here and there in holes in the earth, which probably find, in the 
fucculent leaves of the Ihrubs in thefe parts, fomewhat that ferves both to appcal'c their 
hunger and quench their third. 

Sun-rife callecl forth every morning thefe earth-rats, whofe nells always ran flanting 
downwards, with their entrance facing the eaft. ' We tried to Ihoot fome of .them as they 
popped thfir heads out, but found them, to our great furprife as well as difappoint- 
ment, inexpreffibly quick in withdrawing into their holes as foon as they faw the flafh 
of the pan. 1 tried feveral times with an excellent gun to hit one of them, but found 
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It impracticable, till Lfell upon the method of putting a piece of paper before the part, 
■which prevented them from feeing the flafli of the prime. 

On the 4th, fetting out from Meyburg's farm, which lay at the foot of the mouii> 
tain, we came to Goudbloom's Kloof, and, on the 5th, through fmaller valleys to the 
River of Misfortune (Ongeluck’s Rivier), fo called on account of a farmer having been 
quite eaten up here by a lion. Here we refted two days, waiting for the arrival of a farmer 
who was going to the Cape, and who had promifed to affill; us with his oxen acrofs the 
dryeft of all the Carrows which lay before us. But as he did not arrive according to 
his promife, and this baiting.p)ace was fuch that both man and beaft ran the rifk not 
only of ftarving for want of food, but likewife of dying of thirft, we were obliged to 
ufe all our efforts, and on the 7th, ’from eleven o’clock at night to the next morning, 
make a long journey to a little rivulet that ran before a mountain called Paardeberg, 
which was fmall and folitary. 

The traCf of country which we had left behind us was full of fmall mountains and 
ridges of mountains, foine detached, others conncfled together, and running weft- 
north-wcft towards Roggeveld anti the Bokk%veld Mountains, ^’he fmall quantity of 
water which was here to be found in a very few places and in fman cavities was not only 
fait, but likewife fo thick and turbid with clay ^ncl •ther impurities, that we were 
obliged to lay a handkerchief over it, in order to fuck a little of it into, our mouths. 

There is another road indeed farther down, which is lefs mountainous and fmoother, 
but at the fatne time alfo affords lefs water. 

On the 8th we pafled the above-mentioned Paardeberg, in our way to Dorn Rivier. 
Hitherto the Carrow had, with a few exceptions, led down with a gradual defeent all 
over its furface, inclining from the Roggeveld to the Bokkeveld mountains, and W'as 
ahnod every-where free from bit flics. 

On tlie 9th we left the Dorn Rivier, and taking the road through the valley formed 
by the mountains between Carrow and Bokkeveld, arrived at laft at a fettlement and 
farm belonging to Vander Mervel’s widow. 

This goc^d houiew’ife v''ed a curious method of feparaiing lentils fronj the wheat with 
w'hich they were mixed. She threw it all to her fowls, who carefully picked up 
every grain of wheat, and left the lentils behind untouched. 

I'he leaves of the indigo fcraarhorca were boiled, and the dccoftion was faid to»be a 
good remedy agairic the gravel and (tone. 

The ftratain the mountains, as tiicy were feen in the valleys, inclined very much here, 
and were even Angularly crooked. The ridge of mountains alfo inclined here confider- 
ably to the eaftward. . 

On the 1 1 th we departed from hence, having firft bought a large ram, which we 
falted in its own fkin. Our route continued till we arrived at a place called Verkeerde 
Valley, which is one of the pleafanteft fpots I have feen in th§ whole country. It is 
fituated between two rows of nvountains, with great plenty of grafs, and a fen abound* 
ing in water, almoft like a fmall lake. As we wanted leifure to infpeft and look after 
our colleftions, and our cattle flood in greater need of reft and refrefhment, we agreed 
to remain in this pleafant though uninhabited fpot for a few days, and eat our falted 
mutton in folitude. . 

On the 14th we pafled through a vallgy in the mountains, called (Straat) Street, to 
De Vos’s eftale, near Hex Rivier, 

We were now returned, as 1 may fay, to Chriftendom, or to thofe trails in which 
the fetflements lay clofer to each other ; after having, for the fpace of feveral weeks, for 
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the moft part wandered in defarts, often encamped in the open ai^ and in the moft dan- 
gerous places, and feveral times been in want of the necefl'aries of life. 

Near this farm a branch of Hex Rivier takes its rife in the mountains, which branch 
unites within the vale with tlie larger branch that runs here, and likewife fprings out of 
the mountains. 

On the 1 6th wc rode paft Jordan’s farm to Van de MervcI’s cftate, and 

On the 1 7th, through Hex Rivier’s Kloof to Roode Zand. 

Hex Rivier’s Kloof has no heights, is quite level and Imooth, and we were obliged 
to crofs the llream feveral times. On the tops of the mountains which Hood on each 
fide, there Hill lay a great deal of fno\^- or hail. 

Roode Katt is the name here given to a kind of red lynx, with long locks of hair at 
the extremities of its ears, and the tip of its tail black. Pennant calls it a Perfian Cat, 
and Buffbn Caracal. Hilt. Nat. de Quadr. tom. ix. tab. 24. The Ikin of it was faid 
by the farmers to be very elTicaciods as a difeutient, when applied to parts affefted with 
cold or rheumatifm. 

In the mountains, between the clefts »f the naked rock, refides a kind of jumping 
rat {jerboa capcnfis\ \'hich the farmers confidered as a fpecies of hare, and called it 
Berghaas or Springhaas. This»animal is of a curious make ; its foi e-feet being extreme- 
ly fhort, but thq hind-feet nearly as long as the whole body, which enables the creature 
to leap to a furprifing diftance. • 

The ftrata of the mountains were fometimes wreathed, and fometimes very much 
inclined. 

The ridge of mountains therefore which we had to pal's through, was, all the way 
from Carrow-field hither to the outlet of Ilex Rivier near Roode Zand, very broad, 
interfered with narrower valleys both length- ways and acrofs. 

From Roode Zand wc took the ufual way through its Kloof, which has a confidera- 
ble eminence that mull be eroded ; but the ivll ol the road runs along the lide of the 
mountain. 

Roode Zand, is, as it were, the key to the whole country behind the chain of moun- 
tains which run acrofs the whole point. Moll ol the larmers therefore, who travel 
annually to the Cape, pafs this way, except thole wlio Mke the road acrols Hottentot’s 
Holland. On this occalion a furgeon had ellabliflied i 11111/elf at^ Roode Zand, and fet 
up a finall apothecary’s Ihop, which brought him in a h;,.,dforne hxomc. I'he medi- 
cines were all well paid for, infomuch that a purging povtOer did not'fTdl lei's than half 
a rix dollar. Sometimes they brought the fick hither, a.s w ell colonilts as Haves, and 
left them under the furgeon’s care till their return. Several in tlje abundance of their 
friendlhip endeavoured to perfuade me to eltablilh niylelf here. But the love 1 bore to 
botany and my native country, prevented mefnnn accepting the oiler. 

Ricbeck Called was now obferved to extend with a long tail mucli lower than the 
mountain itfelf, towards the fouth-call. 

"We took our route afterward|j part. Paardeberg through Koopman’s Rivier, a rivulet, 
which is abrandi of Berg Rivier, and farther through Burger’s drift acrofs Berg Rivier, 
and paft Elfis Kraal to the Cape, where 1 arrived fafe and found on vhc 29th ol Decem- 
ber, with a heart filled with the deepeft adoration of that Diving Being, which, during 
my three years travels in this country, had not only preferved my lil'e and health, but 
alfo permitted me to make feveral ufeful difeoveries in it, to his glory, and the future 
benefit of mankind. 
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The Cape. lyjS’ 

HOTTENTOTS is the common denomination of all thofe nations which inhabit the 
fouthern angle of Africa, and are extended on each fide of the Cape of Good Hope. 
How fer the country of thefe people extends is not yet accurately known : but though 
they are divided into a multitude of tribes, which difler from one another in many rc- 
fpeds, yet it is dearly to be perceived that they all originate from one and the fame 
ftock ; and that they differ widely from the negroes and Moors who inhabit the other 
coafts of Africa. 

The Hottentots in general are IhoVt, cfpecially the women, although fome among them 
are found that are five or fix foot high. Their colour is neither black nor white, but 
yellowilh ; and their exterior black appearance is owing to the filth which adheres to 
their bodies in confequence of their befmearing themfelves. 

The form and lineaments of the face charafterize this as well as other nations. Their 
cheek-bones are very prominent, which makfes them always appear meagre and lean ; 
the nofc is flattened towards the root, and thick and blunt at the tip, but not very 
fliort } their lips are rather thick, their hair jet-black likie fpun wool, and feldom thick, 
more f requently thin, refcmbling the nap upon cloth. They have very little hair upon 
their chin and privy parts, 'fhe fpine in particular is very much bent, fo that I never 
faw any one fo hollow-backed as the Hottentots. I have feen fome of them whofe 
backs w ere bent in, and their buttocks projeft to fuch a degree, that two people might 
fit on them. And although the Hottentots are very lean, yet the conffant practice of 
befmearing themfelves diltends their Ikin, and efpecially the women’s bVeafls, to an 
inconceivable degree, fo that in this particular, they can challenge all other nations. 
The Bolhiel’meii have more prominent bellies than the reft. 

The patriarchal form of government has from time immemorial exifted amongft them, 
and ftill obtains with many ; and this has been the origin of the many larger and 
fmaller tribes and families, into which they formerly w^ere, and their Survivors ftill are, 
divided. Such tribes formerly were the Gunjemans, Kokoquas, Suffaquas, Odiquas, 
Chirigriquas, Koopnians, Heffaquas, Sonquas, Dunquas, Damaquas, Gauris, Atta- 
quas, Heykoms, Ho'^^eniquas, and Camtours Hottentots, of which few exift at pr«fent ; 
and fuch at this ♦'.nc arc* the little and great Namaquas, Gonaquas, Caffres, Bofhies- 
men, &c. Ot thefe probably fome may in former times have been fubdivided into ftill 
fmaller tribes. 

The Hottentots love filth in the higheli degree ; they befmear their bodies with fat 
and greafy fubftances, over which they rub cow-dung, fat, and fimilar fubftances. By 
this means the pores are flopped up and the fkin covered with a furface, which defends 
them in furamer againll the fcorching heat of the fun, and ^fom the cold in winter. 
Amongft their ointments they mix the powder of a flrong fmelling herb, which they 
call Bucku, (a fpecies of diofma, frequently the puh'heUa'), and which gives them fo 
difagreeable, fo fetid, and at the fame time fo rank an odour, that I fometimes could 
not bear the fmell of the Hottentots that drove my waggon. 

Their drefs is very fimple, moft of them wear a flteep’s fkin thrown acrofs the ftioul- 
ders, and another over their loins, the^hairy fide being W'orn next the body in winter, 
and the othfr fide in fummer. Thefe fheep-fkins prepared, cover the body behind, 
but leave it almofl entirely naked before. The women, by way of covering, .ufe-a~lhort, 
lijuar^, and fometimes a double piece of fkin, that reaches half way down their thighs, 
and the men a cafe of fox’s fkin, like a purfe, tied with a thong about their bodies, 
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ITie Gonaquas Hottentots and Caffres ufe fuch a drefs of calf-fkio, and their chiefs of 
tiger-fkin. 

# Their legs are bare, and their feet for the moft part without fhoes ; but round rings 
■if- made of the hides of animals adorn their legs, efpecially thofe of the w'omen, from the 
inftep to the calf of the leg, and prevent them from being bitten by ferpents. In time 
of need they likewife ferve them for food, when they broil thefe rings and eat them. 

Their heads are frequently without any covering at all ; but fometimes they wear 
a conical fkin-cap, and the women in fomc places make ufe of a broad wreath of buf- 
falo’s Ikin, ornamented with fmall fhells. 

Their necks and waids are ornamented with different coloured glafs beads, which 
they procure by barter front the Europeans. To tHe necklace they fometimes faften a 
turtle-lhell, in which they keep Bucku. 'I’he Caffres put porcupine’s quills into their 
ears {hyjirtx'), and fomc of the women that live farthcil to the ealtward, ufe ear-rings 
of copper, to let off their brown beauty. 

I’he Caffres wear ivory rings, and frequently feveral of them on the left arm ; anil 
fome, in default of thefe, wear rings of brafs or iron. All the Hottentots, but more 
efpecially the Caffres, fet a great value upon Ihining plates of copper, brafs, or inm, 
which they hang in their hair, for on other parts of the body. 

They are all graziers, except the Bofhicfinen, and are fometimes in polfeilion of 
numerous herds of cattle, t'ljiecially the Calfres and Nainaquas people, upon whofe 
domains the Europeans have not yet b(!en able to make any encroachments, 'i'hefe 
fubfifl on their flocks and herds, and hunt ditforent wild bealts, efpecially buffalos and 
wild goats of various forts (fometimes very large ones), with fea-cows and elephants. 
They live befides on the roots of feveral plants, fuch as Irifas, Kias, Moreas, Gladio- 
lufes, and others, the beans of the guajaciim afrum, he. 'I'lio men nfe likewife cc'v’s 
milk, which they milk themfelves, and the women Iheep’s milk. To quench tiieir 
third, they moftly drink water, milk and wafer, and when urged by neceflity, chew 
Mefembryanthemums, Albucas, and other fucculent herbs. The men’s bufmefs is to 
go to war, hunt, milk, kill the cattle, and fabricate arms ; the women’s, to look after 
the children, fetch wood, dig up bulbous roois, and drefs the victuals. The meat is 
eaten both roafted and boiled, but for the mod part half raw, without fait, fpices, or 
bread: I'hey make a fire by rubbing two pieces of hard wood».o,uickly againd each 
other. ■ 

The Cadres are the only people in this part of Africa that apply tliemfelves in the 
lead to agriculture. They cultivate Calfre-corn (Hokus), beans, hemp, he. The 
red do not till the earth at all, except fome few who now and then fow a handful of 
hemp. 

Their huts are built with fprays of trees, which are fixed in the ground, and bent in 
arches, fo as to make the hut roRnd at top, and about four feet high. Thefe are after- 
wards covered with mats made of ruflies, and on one fide an opening about two feet 
high is left at bottom, wldch ferves the double purpofe of a door and chimney, the fire- 
place being near the opening. Such liuts as thefe, built in a circle of a greater or 
Imaller extent according to circumdances, form a village, within which the cattle, at 
lead the ftieep, .are kept in the night, and fecured from beads of prey. As long as 
the grafs lads on the fpot, they live there wilhqut removing ; but as foon as it fails or 
any one dies, the whole village removes to another place ; fo that the Hoftentots, like 
the' Laplanders and Arabians, are Nomades, or wandering lltepherds. A few of them 
live together in one ot thefe huts, and lie coiled up with their knees drawn up td their 
heads, difperfed around the internal walls of it. 
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The language, which frequently is almoft the only thing that diftinguilhes the indo- 
lent Hottentots from the brute creation, is poor, unlike any other in the worltj, is 
pronounced with a clack of the tongue, and is never written. 

With refpe£t to houfehold furniture, they have little or none. The fame drefs tna|, 
covers a part of their body by day, fervcs them alfo for bedding at night. Their 
viduals are boiled in leathern facks and walvr, with Hones made red-hot', but fome- 
tinies in earthen pots. Milk is kept in leathern facks, bladders of animals, and balkc ts 
made of platted rulhes, perfectly water-tight. Thefe, a tobacco-pouch of flvin, a 
tobacco-pipe of ftone or wood, and their weapons, conflitute the whole catalogue of 
their elFedls. Their defenfive -weapons againft. their enemies and wild beafts confill of 
darting-Hicks (Kirris), javelins (y^lfagay), and bows with poifoned arrows.. 

To the ufe of intoxicating fubltances they are much addicted. From a decoftion of 
certain indigenous roots and honey, they prepare an inebriating kind of mead. They 
are very fond of arrack and brandy, and take delight in /moaking tobacco, either 
pure, or mixed with hemp, and, when they cannot procure thefe, wnld Dakka 
(Phlolmisj, or the dung of the tw'o-horncd rhinoceros, or of elephants. The inhabitants 
of the fouthern part of Africa contraifl marriage early, and with little •eremony. When 
the fuitor has made his intentions known, and obtained the girl’s and her parents’ 
confent, a day is fixed for the wedding, which is folemnized by the prieft belonging to 
the village, wiio befprmkles the bride and bridegroom with his urme. After that an 
ox or Iheep is killed, according to the circumllances of the parties, and the company 
entertained ; the men and women fitting in feparate circles, according to their cuitom, 
and always fquat on their heels, as they have neither chairs nor fofas. One circum- 
ftance, however, attending their weddings is highly laudal)le, which is, that though 
at other times they are much given to drunkennefs, they never drink on this occalion j 
neither do they dance and play upon mufical inftruments. 

To their new-born children they gi’te a name, which is generally that of fome wild 
or donieftic animal. 

A youth is not fuffc'-ed to marry till he is made a man, which is at the age of eigh- 
teen ; when the village-mafter of the ceremonies bcfprinkles him with urine, and 
feparates him from that time forward from his mother and other women. 

For'i'.eriy the I Io/tentot.s, according to Kolbc, ufed caftration. This operation was 
g'cncial'y j'.erfor .led, the left teflicle being cut out, that they might not beget twins, 
and ttiai they might be enabled to run with greater cafe. 

A Hottentot (bmetimes takes two wives, and it frequently happens that a woman 
marries two hulbajids, although adultery under certain circumllances is puniflied with 
death. A widow, who marries a fecond time, mull have the top joint of a finger cut 
olF, and loofes another joint for the third, and fo on for each time that flie enters into- 
wedlock. , 

Idlenefs is fo predominant among the greateft part of the hottenfots, that fe-w of the 
brutes furpafs them in that vice. Some fletp out all their time, and are only awakened 
by the urgent calls of hunger, that forces them at length to rife and feek for food. 
When they have killed any wild animal, they lay.thcmfelves round a fire in common, 
to broil their meat, ajat, and fleep by turns, as long as there is any thing left to eat, 
and till hunger drives them from it again. 

Ih confffquence of this extreme fu^inenefs they have little or no religion. It fhould 
feem indeed that they were not entirely ignorant of the exiftence of a powerful Supreme 
Beirtg, and they appear alfo to acknowledge the immortality of the foul after its repara- 
tion from the body j but they have no temples, pay no kind of worfhip to any divinity, 

and 



142 


THUNBERg’S account of the cape of O'OOO hope. 


and give themfelves no thought about rewards or punifliments after death. They have 
much clearer notions of an evil fpirit, whom they fear, believing him to be the occafion 
of ficknefs, death, thunder, and every calamity that befalls them. 

At the new and full moon they dance and make merry ; but it does not appear very 
probable that their rejoicing thus is any kind of religious ceremony, or that they worlhip 
the moon. 

» A fmall infect, an inconfiderable grafshopper (jnantis fiujla\ is by many confidercd 
as an animal of a fortunate omen ; but I never found that any worfliip was paid to it, 
nor could 1 learn it with a certainty from others. , 

Circumcifion is a ceremony ufed by many, and may probably be of high antiquity, 
although iu)t commonly pradtifed at prefent. ‘ 

Several barbarous ufages and cuftoms arc ftill to be found amongft thofe who live in 
their native ftate of wHdnefs, and without intercourfe with the Chriftians. Old and 
fuperannuated perfons are buried alive, or elfe carried away to fome cleft in the moun- 
tains, with provifion for a few days, where they are either ftarved to death, or fall a 
prey to fome wild bcaff. • 

In like manner, children are expofed and left to their fate cm various occafions ; as 
for inftance, when a woman dic^, either during her lying-in, or immediately after it, 
the child in fuch cafes is buried along with the mother, as no one can bring up amongft 
people who have ho notion of nurfes. If a woman brings fbrtit twins, and thinks h('r- 
felf not able to rear them both, one of them is expofed. If they arc both boys, the 
ftrongeft and moft healthy is kept : if one of them is a girl, it is her lot to be expoled ; 
as is likewife the fate of any one that comes a cripple into Uic world. 

Such as live near the European colonifts, bury their dead in the ground, while 
others lay them in the clefts of mountains or in caves. The corple being taken out ot 
the hut through a hole in the fide, and not through the door, is wrapped up in the 
Iheep-fkin drefs the defunft wore while living, *and is carried away in hand by three 
or four bearers. A proceflion of men and women in two leparate bodies follows with 
loud cries ; after which, if the deceafed was a perfon of any propert)', fome animal is 
killed and eaten. 

They are very fuperftitious, and put great faith in witch-craft. If any one falls fick, 
they thjnk that he has been bewitched ; and confequently fliriek and pommel him with 
their lifts, in order to keep life in him, or make him well. If ht\dies, their cries 
increafe, the corpfe is buried in a few hours, and the whole village refRoves to fome 
other place. 

The eldeft fon is foie heir to his father’s property. ’ , 

In arts and fciences they are as rude and uncultivated as th*ey are in every other rc- 
fpe£t. The CaftVes are the only tribe among them that till the ground at all. The 
' major part of them have herds o/ cattle. Some have neither houfe nor home, nor 
indeed any fixed abode whatever. I'lie Natnaquas Hottentots, who, in their country, 
have mountains that produce copper and iron ore, know how to extrafl; thefe metals 
in the moft fimple manner, w'hich they afterwards forge for ufe. Their traffic is not 
extenfive ; indeed it confifts only in bartering certain commodities againft others. They 
have therefore no money nor coin of any fort, neither do they Hand in need of any. 

To guard their' herds, they employ very ugly, but bold and fpirited dogs. 

Greafy fubftances conftitutc the greateft daintids of the Hottentots. TheJ drink the 
blubber of fca-cows like water, and the tail of a flieep, which confifts entirely of fat, 
they prefer to any other part. 

They 
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riiey hunt both fmgle and in parties. Every one hunts and Ihoots what he can for 
liis own life ; but general hunts are undertaken by whole villages, either againft large 
U'oops of wild animals, or when they are annoyed by beads of prey that conSnit 
ravages among their herds, onr which occafion every man quits his hut, and goes but 
armed, as againft a common enemy. 

Their grand feftivals arc generally accompanied with ftnging, and different forts of 
inftrumental mufic, as alfo with dances, that are extremely fingular, and indeed pecu-> 
liar to themfelves. They have likewife a droll uncommon ceremony of driving whole 
herds of Iheep through the fmoke, right acrofs the fire, to fecure them from the attacks 
of wild dogs, 

111 a people fo deeply plunged .in floth, and fo overwhelmed with filth, as the Hot- 
tentois adually are, one would not expetl to find the leaft trace of pride.* It is how- 
ever to be found even among thefe, the moft wretched of the human race ; for they 
not only adorn their bodies with all manner of finery, as they conceive it to be ; but 
when they are vifited by ftrangers, paint their faces with various figures of brown and 
olack paint. . 

Of the new year, a period which moft nations and even the heathens themfelves 
vdmoft all oi'er the lace of the earth, obferve and celebrate w'ith more or lefs rejoicing 
and leftivity, the Hottentots do not feem to have any Knowledge, neither do they take 
the leaft account o( tin. courfe of nature. The only thing they remark is, that every 
year they fee the bliioous plants pufli out of the ground, bloflbm and decay, and, 
according to this almanac, they reckon their own ages, which nevcrthelefs they feldom 
or never know with au) certainty. It is therefore in vain to try to afeertain their age, 
or to fearch for antique relicks and monuments, in order to difeover the antiquity of 
the country, how long it has been peopled, whence its firft inhabitants came, and what 
changes and revolutions it has undergone. The country has no ancient ruins, either of 
fubverted palaces, demoliflicd caftles, pr devaftated cities. The people neither know 
the origin nor reafon of the cei cmonies and cuftoms in ufe amongft them, and fe w of 
them can give an account of any thing that has happened before their father’s time. 
Since the Kuropeans have begun to inhabit this angle of the foutheVn part of Africa, 
the country has undergone many changes. The natives have by degrees in part 
become extiiftt, in conl'equence of the ravages made by various epidemic difeafes, and 
in part retreated ’ki’ther up the country, and a colony of the children and progeny of 
Japhet has puipagated and muliiplied to a great extent in their place. In a country 
where, one hundred and fifty years ago, among a vaft number of other wild animals, 
the moft favage be^fts of prey* ri'igned foverdgn and triumphant, one may now for the 
moft part travel fafely without fear or dread ; and where formerly herds only grazed, 
one now fees feveral Indian and moft of our European feeds cultivated, vineyards and 
orchards laid out, and culinary vegetables planted, A multitude of tame animals has » 
been imported hither from Europe, fuch as ho»fes, cow's, hDgs, and feveral kinds of 
fowls 5 in like manner as many uleful produffs of the vegetable kingdom have been 
naturalized under the indultrious hand of the colonifts and a kind climate. The peafe 
and beans here are very good. Afjiaragus, peaches, apricots, have a tolerable flavour, 
as have alfo apples (and efpecially rennets) plums, pears, oranges, and llrawberries. 
The grapes as well as the raifins, and the wine that is made of them, are of different 
degrees ofgoodnefs, and fometimes excellent. Melons, water-melons, Gojavus, pome- 
granates, are alfo tolerably good; but goofeberries, currants, cherries, and nuts do 
not thrive. Mulberries, almonds, figs, walnuts, chefnuts, and lemons do not yield 
in point of goodnels to the European. Efculent roots and culinary vegetables thrive 
t in 
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in general well in this country, and often grow up fuperior to the European, from 
wlieuce the feed of the greateft part of them is brought every year. Turnips, turnip, 
rooted cabbages, potatoes, alliaceous plants of every Wnd, fallads, cabbages, and efpe- 
cially cauliflowers, are cultivated therefore in great qu nitities, as alfo wheat, not only 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for the fupply of the many ihips that touch here in 
their way to and from India, fmce the Chriftians firfl; made a fettlement at the Cape of 
ijood Hope. Several fliorter and longer journeys have been made, from time to time, 
into the interior parts, both by individuals and on the Company’s account, with a 
view to gain authentic intelligence of the country and its inhabitants. Thefe journeys 
have been undertaken by diferent parties, fome larger and fome fmaller, fonie to the 
northern and others to the fouth-eall fide of this aqgle of Africa. Thofe that have 
come to my* knowledge are the following: in 1699, a journey was made to Saldahna 
Bay, which was then for the firft; time taken pefieflion of by the Dutch Company. 
In 1670, two ferjeants, Kruydhof and Criife, were fent out to MolTel Baay and Helena 
Baay, which were at the fame time taken poflTeffion of. In 1683, Enfigii Olof Berg 
made a journey to the country of the Nain^quas, and in 1685 the governor Simon van 
.der Steel, with fifty-fix I'mropeans, two Macaflars, three ilaves, and fix burghers, 
equipped with two pieces of artil|ery, eight carts, feven waggons, (befides thofe belong- 
ing to the burghers,) one boat and a great quantity of draught-oxen, horfes, provifion, 
powder, mufquet!#, and commodities for bartering, made a long voyage into the coun- 
try of the Namaqtuus, as far as the tropics. Ihis expedition had chiefly the copper- 
mountains for its objed, to examine whether the ore there was worth working, and 
whether there Was fufllcient wood and water for that puqiofe, or any harbour near at 
hand, from which the ore might have been brought in vefl'els. 'I'his journey lafted fif- 
teen weeks. 

During tlie time that the bartering traffic with the Hottentots was allowed the fettlers, 
long journeys were frequently made into the interior parts of the country : as for in- 
Itance, in the year 1702, by forty-five burghers with four waggoir , into the country of 
the Caftres ; in 1704, into that of Namaquas, and in 1705, by tliirty or forty farmers, 
each accompanied' by his Hottentot, farther up into the fame tratt ol country. 

In 1705, the landroft Starrenburg made a journey by order of government, into 
the country of the Namaquas, particularly for the purpofe of bartering for a large 
ejuantity of cattle for the ufe of the Company. He was accompdliijjd by a corporal, 
and Hartog a gardener, befides flaves and a great many Hottentots. 

In the year 1761, Governor Tulbagh fent to the northern fide of the country, which 
I was now exploring, a caravan, confifiing of feventeen Chriftians, fixly-eight Hotten- 
tots, and fifteen waggons, which had been given in charge to* a burgher of the name 
of Hop. On this lame expediti<^n were fent out, at the expence of the Company, 

• Brink a land furveyor, /lUge a gardener, and Rykvoels a furgeon, with three waggons, 
a large boat, powder, fliof, iron, 'tobacco, kc, Tliis caravan v/as fent out in confe- 
quence of a farmer who had travelled far into the country on this fide, having given 
intelligence to the governor, that he had been told by a Hottentot of a people who had 
lived farther up the country, and who wore linen clothes, w'ere of a yellow colour, and 
went in and out of the mountains there, near a large river. Hence it was concluded, 
that fome Portugisefe fettlement was eftabliflied on the coall, whiclil government ought 
to find out. Part of the Company fet out from die Cape on the i6th of July, and the 
reft joined them near Olyfant’s Rivier in 31® 40 latitude, and 38“ j 8' longitude. 
They proceeded on their journey till the 6th of December, one hundred and twvjnty 
and a half miles due north fromtlie Cape, to 20° i8' latitude, and 37^’ 37' longitude, 

from 
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frbm whence they returned and arrived at the Cape on the 27th of April, 1762, with- 
o\it having difcovered the yellow nation they had been told of. This is the longeft 
journey ever attempted 'by Europeans towards this fide, where the country is very dry, 
deficient in water, and mountainous, and the roads fometimes very ftony. On this 
journey the governor had not fent any of the military, who before, very little to his 
fatisfadlion, had made an expenfive journey to the eaftward ; but only burghers and 
farmers. This journey, however, did not terminate fo well as might have been ex- 
pefted, the private intereft of individuals having laid many obltacles in the way. 
Want of water and ftony nvads, without doubt, made the voyage both difficult and 
troublefome ; as the feet of the draught-oxen were greatly hurt, and many of them 
died in confcquence of this circuniftancc ; but the permiflion wliich the fa/mcis had 
from government to barter w‘ith the 1 jottentots', during their journey, for freffi beafts, 
without any expence to them, and of wffiich they made a very imprudent ufe, may 
have contributed to render this journey abortive. 

In facf, the farmers, through motives of covetoufnefs, and a wiffi to lighten the 
waggons of the heavy load of iron they had brought with them for the purpofe of 
barter, began to traffic cxtenfively at their firft fetting out, inftead of referving this ad- 
vantageous trade for their return. In confcquence of this procedure the caravan was 
overllocked with a drove of oxen, nutnbers of which were obliged to left behind on 
account ol the hcavinefo of the roads, while the reft ferved greatly to diminiffi the 
fcanty fupply of water for the oxen that were ncceffary for drawdng the waggons along. 
It is true, tlie vice-governor Kloppcnborg had alfo a few years ago, in company w'ith a 
land-furveyor, a merchant, and a furgeon, made a journey to the northward of the 
Cape ; but, as this expedition did not extend beyond the bounds of the colony, it was 
of no confcquence, nor in any other way remarkable. 

Beautiful as the country is to the eaftward, fertile, abounding in grafs, and well 
peopled, it is equally dry, barren, uncultivated, and uninhabited to the north- 
ward of the Cape ; and the farther you proceed, the more barren and defert-like it 

After paffing thi'ee or four ridges of mountains to the northward, you arrive at a 
country fomething higher than the Cape-ffiore, but lower than the valleys which lie 
between the riilges of mountains you have juft left behind. This land is called Cawow, 
or ('arrow-fieUl. • t eems to go like a broad belt over the whole of this angle of Africa, 
from the fea-iide at the north-weftern end, to the ocean on the fouth-eaftern fide. I do 
not fuppofe the breadth to be alike all over ; but in fome places it requires fix w hole 
days (or rather long pights) joufneys. 'I’he fun is quite fcorching here in the day-time, 
and the nights are rather cold. The great W'ant of water here for the fpace of eight 
months, during which time not a drop of rain falls, together with the aridity of the 
foil, is the caufe that this defart produces nothing but a few herbs and bu/lies with thick 
fielh)^ leaves, fuch as Cralfulas, Mefembryanthetnuins, Cotelydons, Cacalias, Stapelias j 
and that neither man nor beaft can live there in fummer, as alfb that no grafs can grow, 
nor any ufeful grain be cultivated. The foil confilis of clay impregnated with iron 
ochre and a great quantity of fea-falt. 

During the time 1 fpf;nt in travelling through dift'erent parts of this defarr, I did not 
fee a fingle fparrow, much lefs any quadruped there, excepting rats in holes' in the 
earth, which -probably can fubfift a lonj# time without water, and quench their thirft 
with the fucculent and faltifh leaves produced by the bullies. 

After croffing this extenlive and dry defart, which to the eye appears very nearly 
level, or at moft rifing a little and flowly to the northward, you encounter a very high 
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tROt<litain, the top of \Huch it would take almoft a whole day’s journey to reach. This 
Roggeveld mountain has very little of earth on it, exhibiting in moll places the fmooth 
and naked rock ; neither does it Hope off like othar mountains, but it is for the moll 
part level, and extends in this manner fo far to the northward, that the end of it is 
toot known to the colonifts. The climate at this height, although feveral degrees nearer 
than the Cape to the fun and the equator, is not only cold, but the cold is fo intenfe, 
that the ground in winter is for a long time covered with fnow, hail, and ice. 

According to my ufual pra£lice the preceding years, as foon as I arrived in town, I 
made it my firft care to fend to Europe, by the returning Ihips, the colleffcions I had 
made during my laft tour. 

The vdffel, too, which had been fent the preceding ye^r to Madagafcar, in order to 
purchafe Haves for the Company’s fervice, was now arrived. Amongft other articles 
which fome of the crew brought with them, were in particular a large quantity of the 
cypreea tigris^ a handfome Ihell, which is ufed for making fnuff-boxes, another of the 
huccidum rufum^ and of the creatures known by the name of Madagafcar cats, lemur 
catta. With refpedl to the latter, I was ‘curious to fee whether the eyes were fuch as 
the late PtofelTor Linna:us has defcribed them, viz. with one pupil oblong and the other 
round. In this both the pupils were round and very fmall in the day-time, like thofe 
of other animalr. This fpecies of Lemur fomewhat refembles a cat, with its long tail, 
diverfified with black and white ringlets ; it is very nimble, and when tied to an up- 
right pole, up and down on which it runs on all fours with the greateft celerity imagin- 
able, affords a very amufmg fpeftacle. 

M. Mell^, a rich and wealthy farmer, had, fome years before, built a houfe of ftone, 
below the town near the beach, lower down than the Lion’s-Tail, under pretext of 
ufing it for a ftore-houfe ; but when it was finifhed, he made a prefent of it to the 
Lutheran congregation here for a church, after having fumilhed it with fuitable win- 
dows. Happy would it be if the congregation, which is numerous, could likewife 
have a Lutheran clergyman of its own, and hear the word of God preached in its ori- 
ginal purity, and at the fame time enjoy the benefit of the facraments. 

I never knew diforders in the throat more common or refraftory than they arc at the 
Cape, and efpecially in the town. They are occafioned by the fudden changes of 
weather from heat to cold. The glands of the throat fwell with, fuch violence, that the 
patient is in danger of being fuffocated, and they almoll always ^bfue to fuppuration. 
Some are infefted with this malady feveral times in a year, and neither fex is exempted 
from it. 

The fides of the ftreets in the town were planted with great numbers of European 
oaks (quercus robur\ which ferved both to adorn and (hade the houfes. 

The fmoking of tobacco in the ftreets was now feverely prohibited, as in confequence 
of it fires had broke ov.t here, 'as has been the cafe in other places. 

The Iky of the fouthern hemifphere wore an afpeft in a great meafure ftrange to me. 
Some of the known conftellations had a different fituation from what they have north 
of the equator, and fome were abfolutely milling. Charles’s-Wain, which in winter fo 
truly and faithfully points out to the farmer how far the night is advanced, was here 
funk below tl^e horizon, and the Cape clouds, as two dark fpats in the firmament are 
called, feemed to be a fimilar token to the inhabitants here. I was extremely forry, 
however, that I had not taken more pains to learn fo noble a fcience, and would with 
pleafure have exchanged for one fingle conftellation all thofe definitions with which I 
had fonnerly burthened my memory, together with a great number of words in the 
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dead languages, the learning of which had taken up the heft part of my younger days, 
that might have been better employed in ftudying this divine fcience. 

I now received from Amfterdam not only a fum of money, but alfo letters of re- 
commendation to the Governor-general Vander Parra at Batavia, in confequence of 
which I had to prepare for a voyage to the Eaft Indies, and asfar as the empire of Ja- 
pan. In the three years I had palM in the fouthern parts of Africa, I had travelled over 
as much both of the defart and inhabited part of the country as the nature of my equip- 
ment, which was below mediocrity, would admit. I had alfo, during the fame time, 
received many favours from the governor and other gentlemen in the adminillration, as 
likewife much friendftiip both from my own countrymen and the other inhabitants of the 
place, and could, therefore, ,not without the greateft gratitude and heart-fek* acknow- 
ledgment, recolleft the many kindnelTes they had Ihewn me, which, as long as I live, 
I lhall never forget. 

But, previous to my departure, I had the good fortune to get acquainted with 
M. Holmberg, a worthy countryman of mine, and one of the council, who was on his 
voyage homeward from Surat, where for feverlil years he had been in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, to the great fatisfadion of his fuperiors, and had acquired 
fuch a knowledge of commerce as few poffefs, or kno>V how to value. I’his gentle- 
man honoured me with his particular friendlhip, and alfo furniflied mo, with letters of 
recommendation to M. Radermacher, one of the council at Batavia, which proved of 
much greater utility to me than I had reafon to exped. 
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CURIOUS AND EXACT ACCOUNT 

or 

A VOYAGE TO- CONGO, 

IN TJIE YEARS l666 ANU 1667. 


ByiheR.R.F.F.^iCU^V-l, Angei.o a/' «;/(/ Denis de CakLI of Piacenza, Capuchins, 
and Apfiolic Miffioncrs into the /aid Kingdom oj Congo* 


TO THE READER. 

'■pIIE nuthors of this fmall work being two porfons who travelled not out of any vain 
curiofity, or out of any dcfign of gathering wealth, but only out of a pure zeal to 
propagate the Chriftian religion, it would appear fomt'wliat unchriltian to call in quef- 
tion the truth of their relation. No worldly intereft could bias them, who propofed 
to themfelves no gain, nor indeed were they capable of any, their profeffion not per- 
mitting them td pofl'efs any thing. It is needlefs to fay much in vindication of them; 
for, in truth, whofoever reads, will fcarcc find any thing but what is credible enough, 
unlqfs they be fuch perfons as being altogether ftrangers to the world, will credit no- 
thing but what they fee is frequent in their own country. I do not^retend to apologize 
for the book ; every man will give his judgment whatever 1 can fay forV. I’herefore, all I 
jfhall add is, that to fome the account of Clongo will mu appear fo diverting as iliey per- 
haps might have conceited it, becaufc they always expert things very furprifing from coun- 
tries very remote. This is not a hiftory of a country, or of iis conqufft, and therefore there 
are no warlike expeditions to pleafe the reader. I'he people are rtide and ignorant, and, 
therefore, there are no fine deferiptions of cities and noble ftrudfures. The authors 
were religious men, and therefore added no romantic invention of their own to make 
their writings taking, 'fhe account is very particular ; it I'peaks not only of Congo, 
but of Brazil and fome parts of Europe, the firft part being made ouf of the letters of 
F. Michael Angelo, who died in C'ongo, and the reft compofed by F. Denis who re- 
turned home, and fets down particularly all that befel him there in his way back to 
Italy. The tranllation is faithful, without adding or diminiftiing in the leaft ; and even 
the ftyle of the authors, W'hich is plain and eyfy, is followed : v'hich is all that I think 
requifitc the reader fliould know before he enters upon the voyage. 

* Churchill’s Coll. i. 48;. 
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VOYAGE TO CONGO, 

^:'0 fatisfy the curiofity of feveral perfons, who prefs me in fuch an obliging manner 
as I cannot eafily withftand, to give them an exaft account of what I have feen and 
learned during the long voyage, from which I am lately returned, I will write a relation* 
of the kingdom' of Congo and of Africk, where the duty of my million made me ac- 
quainted with feveral ftrange* culloms, and go through abundance of hardlliips, omitting 
at prefent to fpeak of Brazil, and fome other parts of America, whither we were firlf 
carried, and of wliich 1 fhall lay I’ut very little. , 

In die year t66f), Alexander the Seventh being pope, fifteen Capuchin millioners, of 
which 1 was one, were dilpatcherl by the cardinals dc propaganda jidc, and received the 
commilfions (^r patents at Bononia, where I then refided, at the hands of F. Stephen de 
Cefa, ot the noble family Clermont, whofe virtue has been fince rewarded with the 
poll of general of the faid order. Our paibnts contained the following frrivileges : To 
diipenie with any irregularity except incurred by bigamy, or wilful murder : to difpenfe 
and commute fimple vows even to that ol challity, but not that of religion : to difpenfe 
with marriages within the fecond and third degrees, and for Pagans converted to keep 
one of their wives : to abfolve in cafes referved to the pope ; to \)lefs church-lluft', 
churches, chalices; to give leave to cat flclh and W'hilc-meats, and to fay two malfes a 
dav in cafe of necellity : to grant plenary indulgences : to deliver a foul out of purga- 
tory, according to tht' intention of the prielt, in a mafs for the dead faid on Monday and 
Tuefday : to ''ear I'ecular clothes in cafe of necellity ; to fay the rofary'for want of a 
breviary, or any other impediment : to read forbidden books, except Machiavel. 

As foon as thefe letters patent were delivered to me, 1 fet out for Piacenza my native 
country, arrived there at the beginning* of Advent, and received orders to expeft F. Mi- 
chael Angelo of Rheggio, who was t<i be my companion in this voyage. He being 
come, we went togeSicr to Genoa, where all the millioners were to embark : thence 
we failed for Liflmn, and having refided there fome months, took the opportunity of a 
Poriuguefe veliel bound for Brazil to load there, and fail over to Africk to the coaH of 
Congo. ^ , 

We fpent th ee months in our paflag<',from Lifbon to Brazil, the fair winds ufually 
on thefe leas befriending us. By the way we had often the fatisfaftion to fee the flying 
filhes about our Ihip*: this is a very while llfli about a foot long, with two wings or fins 
proportionable to the body ; it is not unlike a herring, fave that its back is of an azure 
colour, and its fins larger, and fitter to ferve inltead of wings. 1 his filh flying from 
another called the Dorado or Dory, which purfues to, devour it, fprings out of the water, 
and flies as long as any moiflure is in the fins, which once dried by the air it falls back 
into the fea, and is devoured by its enemy, who never lofes fight of it, or elfe is taken 
and eaten by the leameii, if it happens to fall into the fliip, or is fomeiimes catched in 
the air by fome bird of prey Sc. that this wretched creature, as it were banilhe^ by 
nature, can fcarce find any place of fafety in the air, in the fea, or oti the earth, the de- 
licacy of its flelh being the caufe of its unhappinefs. I'here is another fort of fi^ in 
thofe feas called a lhark, very greedy of man’s flelh : they catch it •with a rope and a 
chain at the end of it, to which is faflened a llrong hook baited with a piece of flelh : 
the^lhark perceiving it fwallows the flelh, hook, and moll of the chain ; then the feilors 
draw the head above water, and batter it with clubs j after which they bind the tail 
where its greateft llrength lies, and bringing it aboard cut it in pieces. 
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Drawing near the coafl; of Guinea, we began to fefil much heat from the fun, which 
is there in the zenith ; and as we went farther it grew fo violent, that in a few days we 
were fo weak that we could neither eat nor fleep; and to add to our fufferings, the. 
provifions and drink were full of maggots. This lahed for fifteen days we failed under 
the line, fo that it is a fort of miracle we Ihould live amidft fo many hardlhips, though 
it was then the month of Auguft, the moft temperate time of the year in thofe parts. 

The Portuguefe ufe generally to make fome rejoicing, and keep holidajr, to beg of 
God a good ilTue of that dangerous voyage. They alfo obferve this ancient cuftom : 
thofe who have never been under the line are obliged to give the failors dther a j^e 
of money, or fomething to eat or drink, or at leaft money’s worth, from which no man 
is excufed, mot even the Capuchins, of whom they take b<?ads, Agnus-Dei’s, or fuch 
like things ; which being expofed to fale, what they yield is given to fay mafies for the 
fouls in purgatory. If any man happen to be fuch a mifer as to deny paying this duty, 
the failors, clothed like officers, carry him bound to a tribunal, oiAvhich a feaman is 
feated in a long robe, who acting the part of a judge, examines him, hears what he has 
to fay, and gives judgment againft him to bb thrice ducked in the fea after this manner : 
the perfon condemned is tied fall with a rope, and the other end of it run through a 
pulley at the yard-arm, by which he is hoifted up, and then let run amain three times 
under water ; and /here feldom lails to be one or other that gives the reft this diverfion. 
The fame is praftifed in paffing the Straits of Gibraltar, and Cape of Good Hope. 

Having palfed the line, the wind ftill continued right aftern, but fo very violent, that 
if it had not pleafed God we had met with fo rapid a current of water as ftemmed our 
furious courfe, I know not how we could have efcaped. Some time after, when we 
had made conliderable way, the wind calmed, and, confequently, we loft that refrefli- 
ment we had fo much need of in the great heat, which had not yet ceafed ; this calm 
falling out no lefs unluckily for our provifions, which we were afraid would foon fall 
ftiort. What increafed our fear was, the imprtjffion remaining in us of the difafter 
lately happened to the fhip called Catarinetta, which the reader will not be difpleafed 
to be acquainted with. 

That velfel being laden with commodities of great value fet fail from Goa, and, meet- 
ing with a profperous wind, arrived fafe in Brazil ; whence putting to fea with as fair 
a wind os could be wilhed, it took its courfe for Lilbon, but in paffing the line the 
mafter died, overcome with the violent heat of the climate, and fobii^ after him all 
the beft failors j fo that the Ihip being left, like a horfe that has ffiook off the 
bridle, to the mercy of the waves, drove about in a piteous manner upon the fea 
for feven months, which forced fuch as were left alive, after cenfuming all their 
provifions, to eat their cats, dogs, and rats that were in the fhip, and to drefs their 
, fhoes and any other leather, which they endeavoured the beft they could to make 
eatable. At laft nothing fieing left, only five remained of four hundred men they 
were at firft. One of thefe five was the captain, who being diftrafted with the dif- 
raal thoughts which a miferable death near at hand is wont to infpire, fiincled that 
death would not be the greateft of his misfortunes, but that together with his life he 
Ihould lofe his reputation j and that fame, which commonly fpreads abroad falfe news, 
would report, that he was fled into fome far country to make his advantage of the 
great treafure he' was intrufted with, and enjoy the fruits of his difhonefty out of 
danger. So that being ardently defirous that at leaft fome one of them might furvive 
to carry’ home the news of their misfortune, he propofed to his companions to call lots 
which of them Ihould be killed to ferve for food to the other four. Not cme of 
them contradided that inhuman propofal, but only they fvQuld exempt their captain 
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from being fubjeft to the rigour of it. They ufed their utraoft endeavours to make 
him confent ; but^fter much contending, he folemnly fwore he would not be exempt 
from hilling a facnfice to the reft, if it fell to his lot, fince abfolute neceflity made that 
courfe juft and reafonable. In fliort, having call dice, the lot fell upon the unhappy 
f p p t? '" ) who was already offering up his foul to God ; but the others bewailing their 
misfortune, began to conclude it was better they Ihould all die like good catholicks, 
than like barbarians to imbrue their hands in the blood of their companion. God. 
infpirmg them in return for this good refolution, one of them went up to the top-maft 
head, feom whaice looking about on all fides, he fpied at a great diftance fomething 
dai^, which he told the capftiin ; who going up with a perfpeckive glafs, difeerned that 
it was the coaft of the continent. They fteered that way the bal they could, and 
being come up with the ‘fliore, found’ it was a port then in peace v?ith Portu- 
gal. Being landed, with God’s afliftance, they went immediately to the governor, 
whom they acquai|fted with their misfortune. The governor gave them good enter- 
tainment, and furrahed them with all they ftood in need of. During their ftay there, 
they were advifed by phyficians to make ufe.of fome medicines, and proper reftoratives 
to recover their health, and return to fea ; yet two of them, more fpent than the reft, 
gave up their ghofts ; the other three, with the help, of the good medicines applied, 
were perfeftly recovered. They gave thanks to God for his mercy, and to the go- 
vernor for his civility, refitted their veffel, and fet fail again for Lifoon. As foon as 
they came thither, one of the three who rclapfed by the way died. To conclude, 
the captain and failor that remained, landed, and were immediately introduced to the 
King of Portugal, to whom they gave a difmal account of their adventures, which 
turned to their advantage ; for the King, moved at their fuffen'ngs, cQmfiorted, and 
gave them gifts of value, making the captain admiral of the fleet, and the failor cap- 
tain of the beft fhip. 

Now I return to our voyage. 

Being in ten degrees of fouth latitude, we difeovered about evening Cape St. AugufHn 
at a great diftance ; and in the morning it pleafed God we faw abundance of land- 
fowls flying near about us, and whales, which, fpouting up great ftreams of water, at 
that diftance looked to us like fine fountains gufhing in the midft of the fea. There 
are fuch numbers of them in that fea, that I lhall fcarce be believed, if I fay a mer- 
chant pays the King of Portugal fifty thoufand crowns in gold for the patent t<5 make . 
oil, though nothing more be true. 

Paffing by our Lady of Nazareth, we all fainted her w'ith three Ave-marias, and a 
triple difeharge of our cannon. This church is but five miles from the town of Per- 
nambuco ; near to which place Francis de Brito, a Portuguefe nobleman, travelling 
before the phurch was built, the good lord wdio had a fpecial devotion for the Blefled 
Virgin, met a poor woman clad in white, with a child in her arms, who humbly • 
begged an alms of him. He putting his hand into his pocket, gave her a ducat ; and 
whilft he was giving, and flie receiving, the woman’s face feeined to be altogether 
ch^ged. Brito following on his way at a finall diftance from the place, as if he were 
quite furprifed at what he had feen, turned about I’everal times to fee the perfon that 
had won his heart ; but though it was a plain field, where there was no place to be 
concealed, nor any thing to obftruft the fight, he could never fee the, beautiful beggar 
again. TJiis breeding a diflatisfadion in his mind, he returned to the very place where 
he left his alms, and his thoughts, an5 only found the print of two feet upon the earth, 
whiqh made him conclude that the poor woftian was the Bleffed Virgin, that had in- 
flamed his heart with her h^venly eyes, and ravifhed his foul with her divine beauty ; 

and 
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and therefore in that very place he erefted a ftately church in honour ofthe Moft Holy 
Virgin, endowing it with a revenue, and chapljuns proportionabl^O the worth and 
gcnerofity of that noble gentleman. 

When we were under the tower, which ferves as a fort to the harbour of Fernam- 
buco, we call anchor there, faluting the town after the ufual manner, the port being 
too little for lliips to lie in. 

• The captain went away in the pinnace, to get leave for us to land. Whilft he was 
gone, we oblerved that a wall runs from the tower, which the people there call Arrecife, 
which credible people lay is natural, running three hundred miles, one part of it in- 
cloliiig the harbour, and fecuring it againit any weather. This fame wall in like 
manner parts the lea from a river that runs through ^he middle of the city j and when 
the fea grov s boiflerous, it fonietimcs raifes its waves above the wall, mixing its lalt 
with the frelli waters of the river, which is the cattle that the people catch frefh and 
falt-water filli indiflerently in the river, and in the fea, as if by * fort of metamor- 
phofis the fea were become a river, and the river a fea. ^ 

As foon as we landed in the port of l'’g-nambuco, we law a great crowd of people, 
as well Blacks as Whites, about us, and among them a black woman, who kneeled, 
heather breall, and clapt her, hands upon the ground. 1 enquired what the good 
woman meant by all thole motions with her hands ; and a I’ortugude anfwercd me : 
“ Father, the meaning of it is, that Ihe is of the kingdom ol Crmgo, and was baptized 
by a Capuchin ; and being informed you are going tliither to baptize, Ihe rejoices, 
and exprclTcs her joy by thofe outward tokens.” 

In going to the houfe appointed for our entertainment, we palfed through the middle 
of the town,, which we found to be Indifteient for bignefs, bur very full of people, 
efpecially of'black flaves they bring from Angola, C.ongo, Dongo, and Matramba, 
every year, to the number of ten thoufand, whom they employ about their tobacco, 
fugar-works, and to gather cotton, abuiiilance of wliich grows there upon flirubs, 
about the height of a man ; as alfo to cut wood lor dying of filk, and other Huffs of 
value, and to work in cocoa and ivory. 

As for the original natives of Brazil, or South America, the Portuguefe have not 
been able to fubdue them to this day, they being a people too lierce and barbarous. 
They call them Tapuges, or Caboclos, and the colour of their Ikin is a dark fawny. 
They go quite naked, and carry a bow an ell and a half long, with arrows made, part 
of cane, and part of a hard wood lliarpencd towards the point like a faw^, tliat where 
it hits it may make the wound bigger, more' troublefomc, and be the harder to be 
drawn out ; and it is moll certain (hat when they fljoot with a defign, and their 
belt, they llrike a board or plunk through and through at* a milfquct-lliot diltance. 
Thefe Tapuges, when they can, cat man’s llelh ; and when they have n^e of their 
enemies about them, they fealt upon fuch Hrangers as they can catch in their country. 

They wear little bits of wood and Hone of feveral colours fet in their faces ; I know 
not whether for ornament, or to appear more terrible. At their ears they have pen- 
<lants not of lead as our laj)-dogs have, but great pieces of the fame fort of wood. 
They live upon fuch bcalts as they hunt, and upon men ; for wdicn any one among 
them takes his bed, they allign lain a certain time to recover, which if he does not 

within the time limited, they kill him without mercy and eat hint, to put an end cha- 

ritably to his fufferings. The fame favour or inhumanity they ufe towards ^heir 
parents, and old people, becojne unfit for hunting, whom the children Itill anS eat 

with their near relations, invited by th^m to that cruel feaft ; thus killing thofe to 

whom they owe their life, and burying thofe in their bowels, from whofe bowels 
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they came. In^lhort, they are tniferable pagans plunged in idolatry. The reft of the 
inhabitants of thallaeW world, whether good orbkd, are Chriftians, or at leaft bear 
the name. 

At the,place of our reception we found two of our companions lick of a fever, and 
we ourfelves felt fome indifpoifition, which obliged us to go into the do£lor*s hands, it 
being ufual and almoft inevitable for all who come into that country to fall fick, whe- 
ther it proceed from the change of air or food. 

One morning .we heard an admirable confort of trumpets all aboard the fleet, as 
well within as without the port, founding, to the number of eighty fliips, including 
ours, which was loading with liigar, of which Ihe carried no lefs than one thoufand 
chefts. Nothing could be pleafanter than that profpedl, which feemed to ^eprefent a 
town where the houfes were toft at the pleafurc of the waves, or like a foreft floating 
about as drove by the wind. There we received the news of the death of John Mary 
Mandelli, of Pavia||prefe6t to the two millions of Angola and Congo, who died 
among thole people with the reputation of ftnftity, after enduring a thoufand hard- 
Ihips for their fpiritual advantage during twenty-five years he lived there. 

We took a time to go fee the town of Olinda but three miles diftant from Pernam- 
buco. It was formerly a great town, but at this time almoft ruined, fince the Dutch 
made a defcent there. In a marlhy field we were Ihewn certain trees, which like 
others have their rooti. nn the ground, but have others above, th^ leaves being all 
covered with them. There we faw abundance of great parrots, feveral forts of Maca- 
cos, that is, monkeys or apes, of which the leaft, called Sagorini, are moft valued. 
We went this way in a canoe, which is a large trunk of a tree hollowed ; and our 
watermen were two Blacks, naked like the people of Brazil, having only a little rag 
before them for decency. 

The temper of that climate, though very hot, is not bad, nor the great dampnefs of 
the moon dangerous, fo that there is good travelling enough by night as well as by 
day. Silver and gold money in this town goes as it does in other parts of Brazil ; they 
give two teftons for a mafs, and thirty or forty for a fermon. The country produces 
neither wheat nor wine, but there is enough carried out of Europe, and fold dear 
enough. The ground being fandy, the natives and travellers are troubled with a kind 
of infers, which fome call Pharoah’s lice, alledging that was one of the ten plagues 
wherewith God formerly puniflied Egypt. They are lefs than lice, and work themfelves 
infenfibly in between the flefli and the Ikin, and in a day’s time grow as big as a kidney- 
bean, or other fmall bean. Some experienced Black undertakes the cure, for were 
they left unregarded, they would corrupt all the foot in a very fliort time. Obferving 
two days after I came, that fomething hindred my walking, I caufed a Black to fearen 
me, who tc»k out four of thofe infefts pretty big grown, and there was not a day 
but they came and took out ten or twelve a-piece from us. It is no fmall misfortune, 
if any one efcapes undifeovered by the Blacks, for they gnaw* and torment the feet. 

During our ftay at Pernambuco there was a great feaft of the rofary kept in the 
great church called Corpo Santo, or the holy body. The order of it was very mag- 
nificent. The church was hung with ten thoufand ells of filk of a fire-colour, and 
other rich ftuffs : the tabernacle which was lofty, covered with filk embroidered full 
of flames of gold, and a filver galoon over it, which dazzled the eyes : the mufic of 
harps, violins, and comets, making a» confort to the holy hymns. The religious are 
not at thw great expence, but chufe the richeft merchant in the dty, who looks upon 
it as appoint of honour to open his purfe freely upon fuch an occauon. He that bore 
the charge that year, protefted to us the next day, that he had fpent four thouland 
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ducats in bonfires,'? the night before ; but he in€^t thus : . We b^g im^ 
over into AfricK as foon as poilible to perform the duty of our MiBon, went to 
that merchant, who had a great kindnefs for us, to beg of him that VhW a fliip of his' 
bound for Afripk, was laden and ready to fail, he woul^ be fo charitable a»,|o alfign 
us the great cabin to go in, which he readily granted. The veflel being fbitmd unfit 
for.the voyage, was unloaded, all the iron-work and rigging taken out, and thh jtimber 
burnt, which he faid coft hint four thoufand ducats, that being the coft of the uiip. 

To divert us, we went one day to fee fugar-works, which is a great curibfity. 
The engine they ufe is a great wheel, turned violently about by a number of Blacks : 
it turns a prefs of mafly iron, in which the fugar-canes cut in pieces are brui%], the 
moifture that runs from them falling into a great cahldron over the fire. It is .wonder- 
ful tcUee the Blacks, who are naturally lazy, labour fo hard, and clap the canes fo dex- 
teroully under that mafs of iron, without leaving their hands or arms behind them. 

The fruit in that country, which generally lafts all the year upon J^e trees, is very de- 
licious, and among the reft the Niceffes, which are like our lemons. They grow on a 
llalk like an Indian cane, and two of it? leaves would clothe the biggeft man. This 
ftalk fometimes produces but one bunch, in which there are about fifty Niceffes. To 
ripen them, they mult be cut off green and hung in the air, where they grow yellow in a 
little time. When they are cut through the middle, there appears on both fides the 
exact figure of a crucifix. When the bunch is cut off, the ftalk withers, and another 
foon grows out of the fame root. The banana is much of the fame nature, only the 
Niceffe is three foot high, and the banana twice as much. 

The Ananas are like a pine-apple, about a fpan long, and the plant produces but one. 
The rind being taken off, they look yellow, and the juice of them is like that of a muf- 
cadine grape, but it mull be eaten with moderation, being hot in the third degree. 
There are otlier forts of fruit, as that called Fruta do Conde, or the Count’s Fruit, 
which grows on a plant as high as an orange-A'ee, of a very pleafaut flavour. Mana- 
ques, like our fmall melons, and growing on very large trees. Maracoupias, like a 
great round appje, and yellow without, of which I fent the draughts, as I did of feveral 
other curious Ibrts of fruits, to the Sieur Jacques Zanoni, apothecary of Bononia, who 
will make tiiem public in his book of plants now in the prefs. 

As* for European^ fruits, fuch as grapes, pomegranates, melons, figs, gourds, cucum- 
bers, oranges, lemons, and citrons, they grow there to a wonder ; and thefe laft are 
like our gourds in Italy, by rcafon of the goodnefs of the radical moifture of the earth. 
So the Portuguefe orange-trees do not only multiply there, but improve very much ; 
and the young plants grow up to vaft high trees. Little ottier meat is eaten there but 
beef and fome pullets. Wine is dearer than faffron ; for it is brought from the Madei- 
ras, that js, above fix hundred and fifty leagues, and pays above eight piftoles a pipe 
cuftom. All the Whites in that country arc either Portuguefe, or defeended from 
them, and drink little wine. The commonalty drink all water, which is none of the 
bed. Inftead of bread they eat cakes made of the meal of a root called Manioca. 
In that country there are properly but two feafons; fpring, which is temperate 
enough, but rainy, during which the trees do not lofe their leaves ; and fummer, which 
is very hot and dry, infomuch, that did not the dew make fonia amends, the country 
would be quite’dried and parched up. The town of St. Piul, and country about it, 
which lies furtheft up in Brazil, may be called the true lubber-land, ov country of 
pleiafule. Any ftranger that comes thither, though never fo 'poor, and 

pfefently meets with a wife to his Ijking, provided he fubmit to the coiitUtid^ Which 
are to think of nothing but eating, drinking, and walking, but pardcularly of being 
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kind to no wo^an but Ws own. If he ^ve the leaft caufe to fufpet^ he will make his 
efcape, ihe certawfy pbifons him ; but if he agrees well^with her, h6 is cheriihed and 
'made much of» one ftriving to out-do another in kin^efs. 

ThorW^lth comes out of n river that waters the country, and which is fo rich, that 
it can rdSeve the imferableft wretch who implores its affiftance ; for they need only take 
the faiid of the river, and feparate the gold from it, which abundantly requites their 
trQu|}}e, / there bemg only the fifth part due to the Kipg by way of acknowledgment. ' 
Much more curious and extraordinary is reported of that country ; but not having been 
there myfelf, becaufe it lies ia the furthert: part of Brazil, and near to the river of Plate, 

I dare not avouch all for truth, though in reality nothing ought to appear incredible to 
thofe who are well acquainted witlf the extravagant cuftomsand abfurd manners of thofe 
barbarous nations. ^ 

At length, on the 2d of November 1667, we fet fail for the kingdom of Con^, and 
were forced, to av(^ contrary winds, to run into twenty-nine degrees of fouth latitude, 
even with the Cape of Good Hope, which might better be called the Cape of Death, 
becaufe of the continual fear of death they ate in who come near it. For the fpace of 
right days we were toffed in a terrible manner ; fometimes lifted up to the clouds, and 
fometimes call down to the deep, either way dreading tft perifti. At laft the wind fell, 
the waves fettled, and we faw fome bones of cuttle-filh, which the goldfmiths make ufe 
of for carting, float upon'the water, efteemed a token of fair weather, and of being within 
fixty leagues of the continent, that fiflt never going far from fliore. 

In Ihort, next day we faw land, and began to hope well of the fuccefs of our voyage, 
becaufe there are never any rtorms on that coart, and (hips may run alon^ within muf- 
quet-fhot of it, without any danger of fands. Our boat being out for leveral daysi^ 
founding to difeover fome rockvS that lie under-water along the fliore ; we fifhed as we 
went, and always brought aboard a great deal of filh. Among the reft; we caught one 
that weighed about fifteen or fixteen pounds, which the captain faid he would treat us 
with. The colour of it was red, the head large and round, the eyes fparkling like 
fire, the noftras flat '>pon the forehead, the fins beating, the fcales fuftling together, 
the whole body tolfing and puffing in a hideous manner. The captain knowing it to 
be one of the mort delicious fiihes in thofe feas, would drefs it for us himfelf, making a 
fort of white faucc with fugar, fpice, and juice of oranges and lemons ; fo that it* being 
all like a difh of curds, we eat it with fpoons, and could not dirtinguifh whether the 
fauce made the fifti good, or the filh mended the fauce. 

I had a great mind to go aihore, but the marter would not fufter.it, afluring me 
there were Blacks along that coaft that eat man’s fielh. We difeovered two of them, 
who, as foon as they faw us, ran away far enough, which made the marter put off 
from Ihore, for fear thofe Blacks were gone to call fome magician to fink our boat and 
feize us. Some days after, the marter went out of the •boat afljore to comply with fotne 
corporal necelfity ; but as foon as he got behind a little rock, he ran back to the water 
out of breath, calling out to us to come to his afiHlance, as we did with all poiHble 
fpeed. The caufe of his fright was, that behind the rock he faw a fire lighted, near to 
which there was a firing of fiihes a ^ing, a certain token that fome Blacks lived near, 
which fo terrified him,! that, forgetting the need he was in, he had no occafion for three 
days after. * 

When we*had parted that coaft, which is hideous to look to by reafon of a long ridge 
of barrenihltmillains, about the latitude of fourteen d^rees we difeovered fome green 
trees and a pleafanter ihore, in which there were good ports made by nature, capable 
of containmg two or three thoufend fhips. Upon Clmftma8<«Ye yit touched at Benguela, 

X a capital 
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capital of the of the lame name, where thefe is a Portnguefe governor and gir- 

rifon ; add we ^pnd about two hundred white mhabitants, and abundance of Blacks^ 
The houfee are built with mud and Ibraw, the church and fort being made of no better 
materials; 

Abundance of fmall boats came aboard us, each carrying two black filherinen, who 
rtktn P' to exchange filh with the feamen for Brazil roll-tobacco. ^ 

The father-fuperior and I wept alhorh, where I preached the firft time in Portiiguefe. 
The temper of that climate is fq bad that it gives the food the country produces fo per- 
lucious a quality, that thofe who eat of it at their firft coining certainly die, or at leaft 
contraft fome dangerous diftemper ; which is the reafon that paffengers take care not to 
go alhore,.nor to drink the water, which looks like lyfe. This made us unwilling to accept 
of tha^ner the governor invited us to, though he affured us there Ihould be none of the 
cot^ly-provifions, and we Ihould drink wine brought by fea ; which he performed, 
giving us a treat altogether after the falhion of Europe. After which he further ex- 
preffed his kindnefs, fending very good European fruit aboard after us, with a whole 
beef flayed, but little, and without horns, very well tafted, as is ill the meat of te 
country, whereof there is great plenty and very cheap. 

Any Ixjdy that fees the Whites who live in that country may eafily difcern how little 
that air agrees with them ; they look as if they were dug out of their graves ; their 
voices are broken, and they hold their breath in a manner between their teeth, which 
made me, in the raoft obliging manner I could, refufe the governor’s requeft, who, 
wanting priefts, would have kept me there fome time to adminifter the holy myfteries. 
The courts at Lifbon, as a punifhment for fome heinous crime, often banilh criminals 
to Angola ahd Benguela, looking upon thofe countries as the moft vpretched and infec- 
tious of any the Portuguefe poflefs j therefore the Whites there are the moft deceitful and 
vrickedeft of men. 

Having taken leaye of the governor, we twent aboard again, and proceeded on our 
voyage, which we ended happily before the wind, arriving on Twelfth-day at the port 
of Loanda, whi^h is the fineft and largeft I ever faw. My companion and I landed, and 
were received by an infinite number of Whites and Blacks, who ftrove to outdo one 
another in expreffing their joy for our arrival, kilfing our habits, and embracing us. 
Attended by this croud, we proceeded to our hoffitium or houfe for our reception, in 
the church whereof we found above three hundred perfons, with the chief men of the 
town, who came out to meet us. Having adored the blelfed facrament, and returned 
thanks to God for our profperous voyage, we went into the convent, where we found 
three Fathers, an old lay-man threefcore and ten years of ^ge, an under-guardian of 
Congo recovering after a fit of ficknefs, and one of Angola in a fever. We were in- 
formed, to our great regret, *^hat two religious men of our company, who came away 
a little before us from G^noa, died both of them as foon as they arrived, one at Loanda, 
and the other at Meflangrana not far off. Thofe Fathers who were of a vigorous con- 
ftitution, now enjoy the reward of their pious intention, which they had not the power 
to put in execution, being prevented by death. Soon after the fub-guardian of Congo 
intended to fet out and condud me and my companion to the county of Songjo, and 
thence to the county of Bamba, there to be expofed to all thofe fatigues for which we 
had prepared oVirfelves. The county of Bamba is no leis in extent than the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily together. 

r " Jjoanda is an ifland and town of the fame name, bang the capital oP coun- 

tries the Portuguefe poffefs in thofgj vaft regions of the Bheks. The Dtiteh oace made 
themfelves mafters of it, but the Fbrtuguae with much bravery beat them out. There 
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is a good nunSber of Jeftuj^s, who are allowed the K^g of Poriaigal a poofion of two 
t hft n fifcnd Cniiadaea a year, that is 266I. 13s. 4d. T^ey^keep ffBbols, preach, and 
perform oi[h«r#^fU^dii8 for the falvadon of fouls. To requite their labours, the pwple 
of that coiihtry have given them the property of feveral houfes, and of twelve thoufand 
flaves ^ fundry trades, as fmiths, joiners, turners, and ftone-cutters, who, when they 
have ho employment at home, ferve the public, and bring their matters in a Crufado 
a day. We alfo found Carmelites there, and fome of the third order of St. Francis,' 
all of them religious men, of a very exemplary life. 

The city Loanda is large and beautiful enough. The houfes of the Whites are of 
b'mA and ttone, and covered with tiles ; thofe of the Blacks are of mtid an 4 ttraw. 
One part of the city ftretches to the brink of the fea, and the other rifes up to die top 
of the hill. There are about three thoulimd Whites, and a prodigious mulAude of 
Blacks, whofe number is not known ; they ferve as Haves to the Whites, fame of 
whom have fifty, v, fome a hundred, two or three hundred, and even to three thoufand. 
He who has moll is richeft, for they being all of fome calling, when thdr matters have 
no ufe for them, they go work with any tha't wants them, and befides, faving their maf- 
ters their diet, they bring home their earnings. 

The Whites when they go about the town, are followed by two Blacks, with an 
hammock of net- work, which is the conveniency ufed for carrying of people even when 
they travel. Another Black walks by his maftpr’s fide, holding a l&rge umbrella over 
him to keep off the fiin, which is violently hot. When any two that have bufinefs, 
meet, they join their umbrellas, and walk fide by fide in the lhade. When the white 
women go abroad, which is very feldom, they are carried in a covered net, as is ufed 
in Brazil, with attendance of Haves. The Haves, both men and womeh, luieel when 
they fpeak to their matter. 

At Loanda they eat abundance of filh, cow-beef, which is the belt fort of Helb, goat 
and mutton. Each of the latt may Ue faid to have five quarters, the tail bdng the 
biggett of them ; but it is not wholefome becaufe of its great famefs, nor indeed 
is any flelh in mat country. Inftcad of bread they ufe the root of M^joza, as they do 
at Brazil, and Indian wheat, of which they make little cakes, and other things of pafte, 
which yet are not fo good as bread. The water they drink is very bad ; it is brought 
from a neighbouring illand, where they dig a trench even with the . fea, and the water 
frelhes as it ftrains through the fand, but not thoroughly. Elfe they go for it to at’ river 
twelve or fourteen miles from Loanda, and load their canoes, which are boats made 
of one piece of timber. The canoes have a hole at the bottom, which they open when 
they are in the river, anjl ftdp it up when the canoe is full enough. When they come 
home, they ttrain it from the dirt, and let it ftand fome days to fettle. Wine brought 
from Europe is fold for fixty Mil Keys the pipe, that is twenty pounds tterling ; when , 
there is a fcarcity it rifes to one hundred Mil Reys'a.pipe, apd fometimes there is ntme 
at all to he had. 

Thpre is but little money paffes in that. country ; but inftead of it they buy and fell 
with Maccutes, Birames, and Indian pieces, or Muleches. The Maccutes are pieces 
of cloth made of ttraw a yard long, ten of which are worth one hundred Reys. The 
Birames are pieces of coarfe cotton cloth made in the Indies, five ells long, and cott 
two hundred Reys the piece. The Indian pieces, or Muleches, aVe young 
about^^eaty years of age, worth twenty Mil Reys each. If they are younger, they 
are have judgment in them. Young women are of the fame 

value as men. ' Befides thefe there are fliells they call Zimbi which come from Congo, 
for which all diings are to be bought as if they iiere money » two thoufand of them 

are 
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arc worth a hfeccute. The people of Congo value thefe Ihdls, though they artot no 
ufe to thein, but' only to trade with other Africans who adore the fea., and cM diefe 
fhells which their country does not afford, God’s children; for which rd^ they look 
upon them as a treafure, and take them in exchange for^^any fort ^f goods have. 
Among them he is the richeft and happieft who has moft of them. , 

The inhabitants of Loanda courted us to ftay with them for a year at leaftiS to ufe 
* ourfelves to the air and provifions, before we ventured further into thofe defarts and 
unhealthy countries of Bamba, where our lives would 'be in danger.. We anfwered, 
it would be a happy exchange to meet with death that would purchafe us true life, and 
to lofe our bodies to find fo many fouls, for whofe falvation providence had brought us 
thither. < * , 


All that follows to the end is writ by F. Denis Cauli : 

WE fet out both of us for our miffion of Bamba, where a great duke fubjed: to the 
King of Congo refided ; for in that kingdom there are five provinces. The firft is that 
of St. Salvador, or St. Saviour, where the King of Congo, whofe name is D. Alvaro, 
refides. It takes name of the capital city called St. Salvador, which is belt feated, and 
in the wholefomeft air in the kingdom, built upon a hill. In it there are fcarce any 
flies or gnats,’ fleas or bugs, as there are in the reft of the kingdom ; but it is not free 
from ants, which are very troublefome. The King’s palace is almoft a league in com- 
pals. Formerly it was the only houfe that was boarded, but the Portuguefe who have 
fettled there have put the great men in the way of adorning and furnifhing their houfes. 
The cathedral is built with ftone like thofe of our Lady, St. Peter and St. Anthony of 
Padua, in which ,are the tombs of the Kings of Congo. That of the Jefuits dedicated 
to St. Ignatius is not the mcaneft. Our Lady of Viftory is made of mud, but whitened 
both within and without ; it was given to the Capuchins by King Alphonfo the Third. 
The feeond province is that of Bamba, where the great duke called D. Theodofio rules. 
Th«!» third that of Sondi, where there is another duke. The fourth that of Pemba, 
where a marquis refides ; and the fifth that of Songo, in which there is a count who 
has not owned the King of Congo for fome years ; he refides in the town of Songo, a 
league from the river Zaire. 

Having provided all things neceffary, F. Michael Angelo and I went on board, and 
coafting along the continent, m two days came to Dante, on the frontiers of the king- 
doiu of Arigdo, where tl\e Portuguefe have a fort. We went to WMt upon the gover-. 
nor, and fliewed him the letters we brought from the lords of the council of Loanda, 
who then governed the kingdom, the viceroy that was expefted not being yet come ; 
they were letters of recommendation for him to help us to Blacks to carry us and our 
goods. During two days we ftayed there, the governor fent out a fifhirfg, and lafted 
the ftfli for us ; and among other forts there were foies and pilchards above a fp^ long. 
Our provifion bding ready, and thirty Blacks appointed to carry us and our equipage, 
hammocks were provided for us ; the gentlemen of that city giving us to un A t yiton d, 
that*% was impoifible for us to go afoot^ being clad and equipped as v/e w ai^^ b that 
there being no other remedy, we cc^pUed with the cuftom of the country; '■ 
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W^fetout, and there l»ang no great , roads ill thofe ^ld countries, but only paths, 
were forced to go % file. Some Blacks went before us with their burdens, next 
F. Michael to’. ^ followed by fome Blacks ; then caipe I carried in my net, 

which , to . me feeirii^ an eafy fort of carriage ; and after me followed the reft of the 
Blacks, ;|>to relieve thofe that carry when they are weary. It is wonderful to fee how 
foft go though loaded. They were armed with bows and arrows, and were to , 
carry us to one of their towns, which in their language they call Libattes, as we (hall 
always call them, in this relation. There we were to provide other carriers. 

The lord or governor of the Libatte, whom in their language they call the Macolonte, 
came immediately to vifit us, and afligned us two of the beft cottages in the place ; for 
throughout all the kingdom there fe never a Hone houfe, but only of ftraw and ftubble j 
and the fineft are of mud walls, and thatched, moft of them without w’indows, the door 
fefving for a window. Wc muft except the city of St. Salvador, as was faid before. 

The Macolonte was clad after this manner : he only wore a clout of the bignefs 
of a handkerchief made of palm-tree leaves, for decency-fake, to cover that which 
modefty requires fhould be covered, and a'*cloak of European cloth reaching down 
to the ground ; it was blue, a colour much efteemed among them ; the reft of 
his body was naked. The Blacks that attended th^ Macolonte, and who were his 
officers, had only one of thofe handkerchiefs, which they fend to be dyed blue at 
Loanda : the reft of the people had only leaves of trees, and monkeys^ ikins ; and thofe 
who live in the open country, and lie under the trees, whether men or women, wear 
nothing at all, but go quite naked without any fenfe of ffiame. 

This firft Libatte was pretty large, confifting of about a hundred cottages, feparate 
from one another, and without any order : it may be faid they do not live in them in 
the day-time, for the men go abroad a walking, to take their diverfion, to converfe 
together, and to play upon certain inftruments, which are wretched and ridiculous 
enough, till night, being altogether ftrangers to melancholy. The women, on the 
other fide, go out in the morning to till the ground, carry a bafket at their backs, into 
which they put a blm.k earthen-pot, which they call Quioufou, twd one of their 
children, carrying the youngeft in their arms, who takes the breaft without the mother’s 
help. They lead one by the hand, and very often carry another in their belly, for 
thefe people are fruitful and incontinent. The reft of the children, if there be’more, 
follow the mother ; but when they are grown fomewhat big, they let them go where 
they will, without taking any more care of them than if they were not their children. 

We prefented the Macolonte with a firing of beads of Venice glafs, which they call 
Miffanga, and hang about their neck, having no pocket or other place to keep it; 
The Macolonte having received and returned his compliments, fends a Black all about 
the Libatte, to order the inhabitants to bring their children to be baptized j the yopth 
being, ahnoft all baptized before, we having had that irftffion thirty years. They Acquit 
them that a Capuchin is come, whom in their language they call Gramga, adding, by 
way of refpeift, the word Fomet, which is as much as father or mailer. As foon as 
they hear of our coming, they all flock in, bringing their children, and by way of alms 
two of. their handkerchiefs of palm-tree leaves, or elfe three thoufand five hundred little 
which, as has Jieen faid, is the money of the country, called by them Zimbi } 
or elf? a Pullet, for a quantity of them was once carried thither, but the wars have 
alniofli 4rf^ved theip. They alfo bring a fittle fait upon a leaf to blefs the water, and 
give onS^H*^ prefeits above-mentioned for baptizing their children, and if they have 
nothing to give, they are chriftened for God’s fak^ In this place* we baptized thirty, 
each or us fifteen, to our great fatisfaflion, they beii^ the firft we had made Chriftians. 

1 fpoke 
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I fpoke to the Macolonte to prepare things to fey mafs next day; and immediately he 
fent our feveral Blacks to cut wood, and palm-tree leaves, wherewith they erefted a 
little green chapel, as was the altar, I having given them the height and breadth ; and 
then we fumilhed it, all the miffioners carrying a cheft along with them, containing 
all things neceflary for the holy facrifice. Whilft my companion faid mafs, the Maco- 
.lonte fent notice to other Blacks that were at a fmall diftance from thence, who came 
time enough to hear the fecond mafs : after which we baptized ten children of that 
neighbouring Libatte. There was a great number of people prefent, the chapel having 
been ereded on a rifing ground, to the end they might at leaft fee, if they could not 
hear the mafs. Next we catechifed, dividing the people into two parts, and explaining 
what we faid to them by the help of an interpreter. ' 

That done, they fell a playing upon feveral inllruments, a dancing, and fhouting fo 
loud, that they might be he^-d half a league off. 1 will defcribe but one of their in- 
ftruments, which is the moft ingenious and agreeable of them all, and the chief of thofe 
in ufe among them. They take a piece of a ftake, which they tie and bend like a 
bow, and bind to it fifteen long, dry, andT empty gourds, or calabalhes of feveral fizes, 
to found feveral notes, with a hole at top, and a leffer hole four lingers lower, and flop 
it up half-way, covering alfo thiit at the top with a little thin bit of board, fomewhat 
lifted above the hole. Then they take a cord made of the bark of a tree, and faftening 
it to both ends of the inftrument, hang it about their neck. To play upoit it they ufe 
two flicks, the ends whereof are covered with a bit of rag, with which they ftrike 
upon thofe little boards, and fo make the gourds gather wind, which in fome manner 
refembles th^ found of an organ, and makes a pretty agreeable harmony, efpecially 
when three or four of them play together. 

They beat their drums with open hand, and they are made after this manner ; they 
cut the trunk of a tree three quarters of an ell long or more ; for when they hang them 
about their necks, they reach down almofl to ‘the ground ; they hollow it within, and 
cover it top and bottom with the fkin of a tyger, or fome other bead, which makes a 
hideous noife when they beat it after this manner. 

The gentlemen,' or gentlemen’s fons carry in their hands two iron bells, fuch as the 
:attle among us wear, and ftrike fometimes the one, fomctimes the other, with a ftick ; 
which'is feldom feen among them, this inftrument being only carried by the fons of 
great men, who are not very numerous among them. 

We preparing to be gone, our Macolonte made a fign for his Blacks to ftand ftill, 
ind be filent, which was done in a moment, and they had need enough of it, being 
ill in a fweat. Having given them our blelling, we let* out, and <hey began afrelh to 
play, dance, and hollow, fo that we could hear them two miles off, not without fur- 
prife and fatisfaftidh, it being a confort of fo many curious, and to us ftrange in- 
llruments. . ^ 

By the way we few feveral forts of creatures, particularly little monkeys, and abund- 
ance of apes of divers colours, who all fled to the tops of the higheft trees. We dif- 
^vered two Pacaffes, beads fomewhat like buffaloes, that roar like lions : the male 
and female go always together ; they are white, with black and red fpots ; have ears 
half an ell long, and their horns ftraight : when they fee any body, they ndther run 
awav, nor do any harm, but look upon fuch as pafs by. We few another beaft with 
black and yellow hair upon a mountain ; the interpreter told us it was a leopard, but 
it was fer enough from us. There Is alfo in thofe parts a beaft fhaped and as 
ftrong as a muievi^ but its hair is diftinguiihed by white, black, and yellow ftreaks, 

which 
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which go round the body from the backbone under the belly, which is very beautiful, 
and looks as if it were done by art, it is called Zebra. 

Going on our journey we came, before we were aware of it, upon a beaft that lay 
aileep, and was waked by the Ihouting of the Blacks as they travel ; it roll;, took a 
great leap, and fled ; the body was like that of a wolf, whereof there are abuiidaiict?, 
but its head was like a bullock, which is difproporticjnable and fi ightful to behold : 1 
aflced what beaft it was, and they allured me it mult be fome monller. There wcie 
abundance of l^ealts like our goats, which run away, and then Raid for one another ; 
and a multitude of w'ild hcQs, bigger than the tame, which talte like a hare. 

Nothing extraordinary happened to us at the fccond Libatte, and^we did there as we 
had done at the firll. C)ne night, when we were got into one of thofe Libaltes, they fhut 
the door, which was made of dried thorns ; all the enclofure, like the walls of our 
towns, being hedges of thorn as high as a pike. Cottages were afligned us to pafs the 
night ; but the heat being exceflive, I choofe rather to lie in the open air in my 
hammock, faftening one end of it to the top of the cottage, and the other to two poles 
fet lip acrofs one anothv^r ; F. Michael Angelo did fo too. About midnight came 
three lions, roaring that they made the earth fliake, which waked me thoroughly ; and 
had it not been for the thorny hedge, F. Denis iiad never feen Italy again. 1 lifted 
up niy liead to try whether by the moon-light I could difeern one of them, but the 
hedge was fo clofe .aid full of leaves, that I could perceive nothing, though I was 
fenfible they were not far Irom it. I was almofl: relblved to go back into the cottage, 
but thinking it impoffible they Ihould leap fuch high hedges, 1 lay quiet till day, not 
without panting for fear now and then. Day being come, 1 went to alk F. Michael 
Angelo, who was in a cottage hard by, whether he had heard the lion^: in the night ; 
to which he anfwercd, he never flept better, becaufe the night was freflr, and had 
heard nothing. “ You are happy,” faid I, “ for if they had broken in, you had 
gone to heaven without knowing whi<ili way.” He replied, “ That God’s providence 
always watches over his eleift, and’that it was not his will that they Ihould be expofed 
to the cruelty of thof^ mcrcilefs bcafls.” 

After baptizing ieveral children, we fet out, and having travelled till noon, the 
Blacks told us we mufi; Ray and rcR, there being a river of good water hard by. Ifeing 
fet down, we got into the fltade under fome trees, there to make ready ous dinner. 
Some of our men went to gather buck-w'heat, others to bring wood to make fire. 
F. Michael Angelo would have made uie of his Reel to light ; but a Black who was 
cooH, faid, “ Father, wc have no need of that ;” and taking a piece of wood about two 
fingers thick, with maijy holes in it which did not go quite through, then taking 
another little Rick about the thicknefs of one’s finger, and putting it into one of thofe 
holes turned, rubbed the two Ricks haRily one againll anotheri||:ith both hands, and^ 
the little one took fire, which is their way of lighting it. I'Jie others who came loaded 
with buck-wheat, Ihook it out of the ear, and put it into four pots to make broth, and 
boiled Bafataes, which arc tolerably good roots. 

WhilR every one was bnfy about the cookery, on a hidden we difeovered an ele- 
phant, not much lefs than a cart loaden with hay in liOmbardy, his head hanging a 
little, one of his teuth being already drbpt : all the Blacks got up haftily, and laying 
hold of their bows, began to let fly arrows at him with their ufual'cries ; but one of 
them, more cunning than the reft, took a firebrand, and ran to fet fire to a neighbour- 
ing thatched cottage ; the elephant feeing that great flame, prefently fled with -three 
arrows in his body. The fire of the cottage being fpread by the wind, laid hold of 
the next herbage, which being dried up with the exceflive heat of the fun, and very 

VOL. xvf. y high, 
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high, burnt fo that the conflagration fpread for above a league, confuining the grafs, 
trees, and all that it met with ; fo that all the beads thereabouts being frighted, we 
could continue our journey to the next Libatte in all manner of fafety, though now 
and then my fancy reprefented to me that terrible bead which frighted us. 

Another day being upon our journey, we faw a great ferpent draw near to us ; it 
was without any hyperbole twenty-five foot long, which I Ihould not be fo ready to 
Sllert, had 1 not feen and meafured the Ikin of fuch another, nothing inferior to it, 
which was prefented to F. Michael Angelo, and which he fent with forae other curiofi- 
ties to bis father. This creature had a head as big as a calf, and what frightened us 
more was, that it came along the fame path we w'ere upon. The Blacks, according to 
cudom, gav^ a great fliout, and driking out of th(i way, made us gi) up a rifing 
ground to give it time, either to go back or move forwards. 1 obferved, that in going 
on it made as much herbage fliake, as if there had been tuenty people. We waiinl 
above an hour for it to pafs, after which we came tlown and W'cnt on our way. 
F. Michael told me in Italian, that he might not be mulerdood ; “ I thought Ix'ing fo 
many of us we w'ere fafe, but I perceive tht^fe Blacks are more feariul than w(',” To 
which 1 anfwered, “ We w'ere to expeef no farther allidance from them but what their 
heels could afford us, carrying uA the bed they could, and ratlier Hying from enemies 
than attacking them.” And 10 fay the truth, we often wifhed we had brought a gun 
along with us, which would have been very ufcful, being often at fuch a nonplus and 
in fo great danger, that without God’s fpecia! adidance we could never have come ulf, 
being forced throughout the journey, either to ily, or to fire the herbage to fecure 
ourfelves from wild beads. 

One day as We drew near a river, where we were told there was never a Libatte, but 
only two thatched houfes to entertain and lodge the Blacks that go Iroin Loanda to 
St. Salvador, the capital of the kingdom, being come witliin fight of the river, we 
difeovered a number of cottages, and heard a great noife of people founding trumpets, 
and playing on drums, fifes, and other indruments.* I'he Blacks halting a little, laid, 
“ Perhaps that might be the great duke, lord of the province but coming up \\c per- 
ceived they were all new cottages, cncompalfed with a thick hedge of thorn, to fecure 
them againd the wild beads that come to drink at the rivers. We alked a Black what 
there was in that place, and he told us, there was the brother of the captain-major of 
Dante, of whom mention has been made before. 'I’hat gentleman hearing of our 
approach, fent four Mulaitues, with mufquets, to meet us. Mulatioes are the children 
of a White and a Black : with them came many BLcks, with files and trumpets, We 
went to wait upon that gentleman, who received us with much coulrtely, and told us, 
that every evening wherefoever night came upon him, lie caufed fuch a village to be 
built, enclofed with riis. 

That worthy gentleman Ihewcd us abundance of refpedf, and treated us with pullets 
and fruit of the country. We would have daid there till he was gone, iTju cially bc- 
caufe there was no Libatte on the other fide of the river ; but he laid it was Iietter we 
Ibould crofs whild he was prelent, becaiife there were levcral Bl.icks well aequaialej 
with thofe parts, who woitld take care we diould receive no harm, lie bore us com- 
pany K) the river, with all the indruments, and there was fuch auiudtitude of people 
with him, that a man would have thought it had been the King of Ttuliiopia, there 
being above eighteen hundred men, bolides women and children, which was 'the reafon 
we had been loveed to day two days at Dante, where we found not men enough to 
bear us company. He had fo much patience as to fee us carried over and out of 
danger j and having fainted him, he returned to his cottage, where he caufed iiis 
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people to make ready to march, which we had the pleafure to fee. Among the reft 
we had twenty-four Mulattoes, who are bold, daring, and undaunted fellows in all 
diangers ; they were armed with mufquets and fcymitars ; the Blacks had bows and 
arrows, and half-pikes : the iuftrumenfs founded, and the cries were redoubled at their 
departure, which made us admire to fee with what ftate and attendance great men 
travel in thofe parts. 

Wc went from the river, and the fun being very low, had fcarce travelled half r* 
mile when we flopped at the two cottages, but perceived wc fliould not be very fafe 
there from wild bcafts, becaufe there were no thorny hedges, only four trees where 
watch might be kept, and where we might reft that night, there being little huts on 
the tops of them. The Blacks .told us we might go into one of the cottages, and 
that fome of them would (land fcntinel all night upon the trees, and the reft would go 
into the other hut. F. Michael Angelo faid we fhould be fafer if we got up the trees ; 
but the Blacks affured us M'e could not lleep there, telling us we need not take care, 
for they would watch all night in their turns. We went into the beft cottage, and 
caufed fome ftraw to be brought to lie on, ,as we did, after eating of what the black 
gentleman had charitably bellowed on us, and giving thanks to God for having brought 
us fafe fo far. After making the fign of the crofs, W(i gave ourfclves up to lleep. 

About midnight we were diiturbed by a lion aitd fire tiger, that came fporting 
together towards our 'mts ; and perceiving their roaring draw nearer and nearer, I 
alked my companion, whether he had heard the lion ; “ Too much of it,” faid he, 
“ and it would not he amifs, whatfoever may happen, that we Ihould hear one another's 
confeilions.” Having done fo, we looked through the crevices of the cottage, whe- 
ther wc could perceive them by the light of the moon : it was eafy to See them, they 
not being a (lone’s throw off ; and any body may believe it was not without fome heart- 
aciiing that we lilenrly expeded how God would be pleafed to difpofe of us. We 
heard the Blacks on the trees, and thqfe in the other cottage talk together ; and foon 
after tht'y lighted lire, which made thofe bcafts fly towards tlie river. Thus w'ere we 
again delivered from tiiat danger, through the mercy of God, to w'hom we had heartily 
recommended ourfclves. * 

The next day, having travelled hah our journey to the next Libatte, we heard a 
great noii'e ol people, and drawing near them, found they were Blacks carrying a 
Portuguele to be canon of St. Saviour, where the cathedral of all the country is. 
Having viewed him, and remembering we had fecn one another at Loanda, wdiere he 
came every day to fay mafs in our church, we exprelled the great fatisfaftion we 
received in mecting,lo fortunately, and o avellcd together the remaining part of the day. 
We alked him how he could leave fo fine a city as Lilbon, his native country, to come 
into thofe wretched and defert countries. To which he anfvt^ed, he had a good 
penfion allowed him of fifty Mil Reys a year, which js about fevemcen pounds fterling. 
“ I would not undertake fuch a talk,” faid 1 to him, for a fhoufand millions of gold.” 
“ What do you come to do here, then ?” quoth he. “ It is for the love of God and 
our nciglibour,” replicil we, “ that we left Italy ; and we lliall think all our care and 
fatigues fufficiently rewarded, if but one foul purchafes heaven through our means.” 
Difcourliug in this njanner, we came to the Libatte, where we found but few people, 
which troubled us, becaufe there were not Blacks enough to convoy us all ; which 
made us dtfire the canon to go beforf, and we would ftay til! his carriers came back, 
but we could never prevail with him, though it had proved better for him, fey he 
died «a few days after at Bonibi, w'hence we were gone before he canid, and where 
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we might have comforted and done the laft duties toAvards him, if he were part the 
others. 

Bombi is a very great Libatte, where there refides a marquis, fubjeft to the great 
duke of *Bamba, as he is to the King of Congo, 'i’herc we found a fon of the mar- 
quis, who fpoke Portugucle, and olTered to go along and be our interpreter, not only 
on our journey, but during our Hay at Bamba, wliich we accepted of, with the 
Lonfent of his lather, the marquis. When the I'un was up, we fet out better pleafed 
than before, becaufe we had that youth of twenty-live years of age with us, who 
expreiled hiinfelf well in Porluguefe ; yet we fiill'eretl neverthelefs for* that, for when 
we Jeall thought of it, we perceived at a diltance a great 'lire the Blacks had lighted 
among the herbage, whicli running on before the wind, drove all the wild bealls to- 
wards us : our men faid, “ Fathers, we miift. Hum the fury of thefe beafts, for perhaps 
there arc lions and tigers among them, the bell way is to climb the trees.” Hearing 
this, and being fcnlible there was no other remedy, we opened one of our trunks, 
and took out a ladder of ropes, made in Brazil ; then we made a Black get up a tree 
to faften it, after which, my companion aptl I, and the marquis’s fon w’ent up, drawing 
up the ladder after us, all the reft getting up other trees. And in truth we were 
in the right not to lofe time, fttr that troop of wild beafts was with us immediately, 
and their number was fo great, that as many as we were, we fltould all of us have 
fcarce made one yood meal for them. 'Fhere were tigers, .'Ions, wolves, pocafles, 
and rhinocerofes, which have a horn over their nofe, and leveral other forts of crea- 
tures, who, as they palled by, lifted up their heads and looked at us. Our Blacks, 
who had arrows for the molt part poifoned with juice of herbs, wounded fome ol them, 
but that did Rot make them run fo much as the lire they felt drawing near. I'his 
danger being pall, we came dowai, and w'cnt on our way, giving thanks to God for 
having delivered us from fuch danger of death. 

The next day we came to a Libatte, w'here vvj; found but very few people ; they told 
us they were gone to the war with the duke of Bamba againft the count of Songo, who 
had been long revolted againft the King of Congo ; that after fome were deftroyed on 
both fides, the reft concluded a truce, and fome time alter took up arms again. 

There being but few men in that place, we rclolved to part, that fo one might ex- 
pedl thg return of tliofe that carried him who went firft. F. Michael Angelo oftered 
to go before, our refidence at Bamba not being far off, and fend me twenty men from 
thence to carry me and our burden which was to remain behind. 1 ftaid fix days with 
the marquifs’s fon, both of us living upon kidney-beans, w hich in their language they 
call Cazacaza, and the young man gathered them every day j but perceiving that food 
of kidney-beans did not nourilh me, and tliat I could fcarce ftahd upon my legs through 
weaknefs, I began to ftring beads, fitting upon a little ftraw at the door of my cottage, 
which the Blacks obferving, who ,were moll of them good old men, they flocked about 
me, admiring thofe beads' with filk taffels, to which the medal was faftened, and 
earneftly entreated me to give them a pair of beads for the Macolonte. 1 told them I 
would, provided they gave me a pullet, having feen a great many about the Libatte, 
which they did. Neceflity obliged me to do fo, there being never a child to baptife 
there, and they being little acquainted with giving alms fpr God’s fake. In fliort, 
with the help of the beads, I lived the beft I could. 

At lall the Blacks my companions lent me came ; and being on our w ay npt far from 
the Libatte where we were to lie that night, we were furpril’ed to meet a lion fo wounded 
that he could fcarce go, and left a traft of blood wherefoever he went. The Blacks 
in a fright fet down their burdens and me fo haftily, that 1 had much ado to get loofe 
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out of my net ; they laid hold of their bows, and one of them taking the two fticks, as 
I defcribed them before, lighted fire, and put it to the herbage, which immediately 
flamed, it being then almolt dry, very tall and thick, becaufe it was the month of 
March, contrary to what is ufual in our European countries ; the flames rifing, and 
the Blacks continuing their cries, the lion who was coming towards us in a fury, turned 
about and took another way. We came to the I.iLi.ue an hour before night, but it 
Iracl no enclolurc of tliorns like the reft, and went to the great place in it, where we * 
found all the people gathered about a w'ounded man ; 1 came down from my hammock, 
and afked what (he matter w^.s; they told me it was the Macolonte w'ho liad fought a 
lion. They made way for me, and drawing near, I faluted liim, telling h’rn he was 
ill the wrong in not making a 'horn hedge about the Libatte as was about others. 

“ Father,” fakl he, “ as idng as I live there will be no need of a hedge, when I am 
dead they may ilo as they think lit.” His wound was but flight, and I defirci! him to 
tcil me liow lie had fenced with the lion. “ Father,” laid he, “ as 1 was ftanding here, 
talking wiiui o’y people, a hungry lion led by the feent of man’s flefh, came upon us 
fo vmexpcdedly, without roaring as is ufual, •that my people, who were all difarmed, 
had fcarce time to make their t Icape ; I, who am not ul'cd to run away, clapped one 
knee and one hand on the ground, and holding up itiy knife with the other, ftruck 
him wiih all my force in tlie belly ; he finding himfelf wounded, roared, and came 
upon me f' furioufly, that he wounded himfelf again in the throat, buf at the fame time 
with his talon lie tore a piece of fkin oft' my fide ; however, my people returniitg with 
(heir weapons, the lion, wounded in two places, ran away fwlftly, lofing much blood.” 
That was the lion which we met, certainly in a bad condition, being wounded with a 
knife made after the manner of a Genoefe bayonet, guided by the hand'of fo brave a 
man as the Macolonte. 

1 was iarther informed by him, that the great duke of Bamba, who had fought with 
the count of Soiigo, was made the King’s gencraliftimo. At this time they brought 
me a handfome young black woman ftark naked to be baptized. Being obliged to 
catechife her, ! cauft'd her to be covered with fome leaves, and reproved her for deferr- 
ing to he baptized fo long, it being a long time fiuce the kingdom had received the 
faith ofJefus Chrift. She anfwered, that fhe lived in the open country, as many others 
do, who lie under trees ; and that ftie had but then heard of the coming of thecCapu- 
chins. 1 laving Inftrufted her in the principles of Chriftianity, and it being St. Joachim’s 
day, I called her Anne. The ceremonies of baptifm being performed, all the Blacks 
of the Libatte, men, women, and young lads, whom they call Muleches, made a ring, 
and took her in the midft ,of them, dancing, playing on their inftruments, and crying, 

“ Long live Anne, long live Anne,” with fuch a noife and hubbub, that 1 was quite 
ftunned and befide myi'elf. Pk Michael i\ngelo having gone before me, there were no 
children to baptize. I only baptized fome of the country, who will not draw into the 
Libattes, that they may be more at liberty, though it be not wthout danger. 

Next morning I continued my journey towards Bamba, and being forced to alight in 
a great valley, bccaufe the way was bad, 1 got out of the net, and walked about half 
a league in a ftony way, a very rare thing in that country, where till then I had not 
feen one ftone. 'Fhe Blacks who were bare-footed fuffered much, ai\d I was not with- 
out fatigue, the heat being cxcellive, and the path narrow ; befides, the grafs which 
was high and thick beat againft my legs, which flayed them, and they were fore for two 
months after. My corrtpanion had fared no better, for 1 found his legs fwathed. 

Through the raidft of the valley there ran a river, narrow, but very deep. The 
Blacks founded the ford to carry us over where there was leaft water, which was four 

foot 



1 66 VOYAGE TO CONGO BY ANGELO AND CARLT. 

^not deep. We lay in our hammocks, and two of the luftieft carriers held the ftaff 
over their heads, not without danger of falling together into the water ; but they only 
laughed at it, and /lopped to bathe themfelves. We took notice of abundance of very 
beautiful birds of fc veral colours, green, red, yellow, and fome which I thought the 
lineft with white leathers and black fillets, looking like the fcales of filh ; their tail, 
eyes, beak, and fet r of the colour of fire, Thefe are Ethiopian parrots, which talk 
' like thofe of America, and are rarely brought into Europe, but fcarce ever into Italy. 

Being very near liamba, I heard a bell, which they told me belonged to our con- 
vent, feated on a hill. E. Michael Angelo had made it rjiig to inafs, and having laid 
it, came to meet us vvitit feveral Blacks playing on inlli uinents after their manner. 
After pei’forming my tlevotions in the church tor vwy good jomitcy, 1 w'eii!, into the 
convent, where 1 fi and four little cells of mud-walls, coverai with Ih aw', an entry and 
porch, and facrilly or veftry, and church, all built with i he fame materials. VVhilfi. 
we were giving one another an account of what had ha])peued to us, there came a Black 
from the great duchefs to bid me welcome, atid Iti iiu; know Ihe w'as deiitous to fee 
me. Finding myfelf very much weakened, and fpent with continual fwcating, 1 defired 
him to excule me to her, and alfure her that as loon as 1 was a little recovered I would 
not fail of going to pay my rcfpeCls to her. 1 had great need of rell, but being in a 
Ifrange country where every thing was new' to me, curiofity made me go out to fee our 
garden, where F could not fiifiiciently admire fuch variety of fruits of the earth, not 
only of Africa, but of America and Europe, obferving all thofe forts there which 1 had 
before feen in Brazil. Thofe of ITirope w'ere grapes, fennel, cardoons or thiltles, all 
forts of falleting, gourds, cucumbers, and many other forts, but no pears, apples, 
nuts, or fuch like fruits as require a cold climate. At night the duchefs lent me a bottle 
of wine made of the palm-tree, as white as milk. 1 tailed a little, but neither I nor 
E. Michael Angelo liked it, we gave it to our Blacks, who lcK>ked upon it as a great 
dainty, often repeating the word Malal, whicli,among them fignilies wine. 

It is to be obferved that in the kingdom of Congo there are two harvefts every year ; 
they begin to low in January, and reap in April. After that they have their winter 
when our fiimmer is, but that winter is like a fweet fpring or autumn in Italy. The 
heat begins again in September, w'hen they low again, and have a harveft in December. 

F. Michael Angelo had already taken feveral Blacks into our fervicc, and fettled the 
affairs of the houle. T'he houfe and church being old, and threatening ruin, he had 
thoughts of building new ones. Ele had appointed two of our Blacks to be gardeners, 
one to be cook, one facrillan, two to go fetch w^atcr to drink and drefs our meat, one 
to look after the little Ihells which ferve inllead of money in that <;ountry, and to buy 
honey, wax, if uif, meal, and buck-wheat ; and our interpreter, w'ho continued with us. 
Wt found a great many Blaeks who underllood I’ortuguefe, Bamba being in the road 
i 0 go to St. Salvador ; thefe Blacks iiaving often occafion to fpcak that language with 
thofe that carried fuch merchaiidife as the Portuguefe merchants -.it Luanda tranfport to 
St. Salvador. Bamba is a great town, feventy leagues from the lea, the capital of the 
province of that name, and well peopled, becaufe of the great duke’s refiding there. 

I w'ent to vilit the great duchels, and we agreed together to fend a Black to the great 
duke, to advile him to make a truce with the enemy, and retqrn to his own eftate. 
But being infoMued that the King of Congo was come to Pemba, diftant ten days* 
journey Irom Bamba, F. Michael Angelo told nie we ought to lay hold of that oppor- 
tunity to go both of us to pay our refpe^ls to him, and the more becaufe our labour 
would not be lolt ; for whatfoever place we went through, we fhould find children 
and youth to baptife and inftru6l, and might preach our holy faith. We fet out the 
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next day with feveral Blacks allowed us by the great duchefs, rather for our guard than 
any thing elfe, we carrying nothing with us but what was neceflary for laying mafs, 
and for our fubfiftence, leaving the reft in our houfe. We being to pafs over fome 
very defert mountains, were told that abundance r)f lions were abroad, and that it was 
requifite to give them time to get lurthc'r oiF and lofc themfelvcs in the wood ; wliich 
moved us, that we might force them away the fooner, and not lofe our time to no pur- _ 
pofe, to fet fire to the fields, as we had done in the way to Bamba, and it fiicceed- 
ed with us j for the wind fpreading the flame every way, made the lions go off very 
foon. , 

We found abundance of children to baptize by the way as we had forofeen ; and 
being come to Pemba, went to owt- bojyttium, or liitle houfe of reception, wlierc An- 
thony de Saraverre, a Capuchin of the province of Tufeany, rel’ded, who received us 
very courteoufly, and was aftonifliod to fee us lb young, for wc could ma make iiy fixiy 
years between us. Having told him our delign, v\hich wais to pav our rdpetis to His 
Majefly, and return immediately to our million of Bamba; we prcfently he?iJ a great 
noiie of trumpets, fifes, drums and cornets, wViich drew near us ; and F. /Vn'h l y told 
us, it was certainly His Majefty, and we might go out and fiiitile him. No fooner were 
we out f)f th(; convent, but we met the king, who w.i? a young Black about twenty 
years of age, all clad with a leaflet cloak and gold buttons. He commonly wears white 
bulkins upon carnation ftik llockings, or of anv other colour; but the*y fay he has new 
clothes every day, which I could hardly believe in a country where fine fhtfi's and good 
tailors arc I'carce. Before hitn went twenty-foitr young Blacks, till fons of dukes or 
marquifl'es, vt ho wore about their mukile a iiankcrchief of paim-iree died black, and a 
cloak of blue European doth hanging dovvit to the ground, but all of them’ bare-headed 
and footed. All his oflieers, being tiboul ;m hundred, were much in the fame drefs. 
After them came a croud of other Blacks, with only ilioi'e black hankerchiefs. 

Near lo His Majefty was :i Black, wl,*) carried liis utnbrella of tilk, of a fire-colour, 
laced with gold ; and another who carried a chair of carnation velvet, Svith gold nails, 
and the wood al! gilt, d'wo others, clatl in red coats, carried his red b^'mmock, but I 
know not whether it was filk or died cotton ; the ilalF was covered with red velvet. 
We bowed and fainted His Majefty, whofe name w'as D. Alvaro, the fecond King of 
Congo. He told us we had obliged him in coming into Ins kingdom, for the gcR)d of 
his fubjeebs, but that it would be m ne pleafmg to him, if we would go along with him 
to St. Salvador. Wc humbly thanked him, and anfwered, that there was more need 
ol us at Bamba, there being never a prietf in all that provin.ce, whereas there were 
rriany at St. Salvador, After this we talked vtitit him of tin oral mn'tei.s concerning 
Italy and Portugal; after which he onlered his feeret.uy, who was a Mulatto, to give 
us letters of recommendation to the great duke, rliat upon all occalions whatfoever he 
might not fail to aftift us in all things rdati'ig to our initiinn, oj.' our private concern. 

Being thus difinifled by His Majelty, he made us lev oral prelems, as we did of feve- 
ral jewels of ilevotiou, which were very acceptable to liim, lie being a perlon very reli- 
gious and atlable. We look leave of F. Aniliony, and tlninked iiim, returning very 
■well latlsfied that we had fainted the King, and teen in what flate h- goes, carrying fuch 
a number of people abejut with him. King Alphonfo the Ihiid in 1646, w'hcn he gave 
audience to tome miflioners eft our order, was more richly clad. He h’ad on a veil of 
cloth eft ge)ld,let with precious ftones, auet on his hat a cixiwn of diamonds, betides other 
ftones of great value. He fat on a chair under a caiu>py of rich crimfon velvet whh 
gilt nails, after the manner of Europe ; and under his feet was a creat carnet, with two 
llools of the fame colour and filk, laced with gold. ^ ^ ’ 
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We went through our journey eafily enough, meeting with no particular obftacle, 
and every day faw all forts of beafts, fo that one would have thought they had rendez- 
\ oufed there from all parts of the earth. One day as we were upon the road I heard 
the crying as it were of a little child ; and making the Blacks, who went very faft, ftop, 
bid them take notice of that voice, to go fee what it was. “ We hear it,” faid they laugh- 
ing, “ but it is a great bird that cries fo.” Which was true, for within a moment after 
we faw it rife off the ground and fly away. It was a bird bigger than an eagle, of a dark 
yellow. During this expedition both going and coming home, we liad certainly ftarved 
had we not been paid for our ecclefiaftical fundions. It is true, the people of the 
country are very charitable among themfelves ; for if we gave one of them any thing 
to eat, he, would give a little of it to the next he met, and fo all of them cat together, 
which ought to put many Europeans to the blufli, who let the' poor Itarvc rather than give 
them a bit of bread. This I fay without any refledtion upon thofe who have more 
compaflion for their neighbour’s w'ants. 

Bemg come again to Bamba, they began to bring us children to baptize, from all the 
country about. Others came to be married, but thefe were few, and only fomc of the 
bell fort and molt civilized ; for the main difficulty lies in bringing the multitude to 
keep but one wife, they being wholly averfe to that law'. Others lent us their children 
to fchool, which we were fain to keep in the church, becaufe ol the great number of 
them, inl'omuch that upon holidays not only the church, but all the place before it, was 
full. We often faid two malfes a day ; true it is, we ufually went to fay the fecond in 
another Libatte, where the Macolonte treated us with kidney-beans, common beans, 
and other things the women fow in the country, fcarce eating any thing elfe, whilll they 
are there, and at work. When harvell is over, which is twice a year, they put all the 
kidney-beans into one heap, the Indian wheat into another, and fo of other grain : then 
giving the Macolonte enough for his maintenance, and laying afule what they defign 
for lowing, the reft is divided at fo much to ejiery cottage, according to the number of 
people each contains. Then all the w'omen together till and fow the laud for a new 
harvell, the earth being fruitful and black like the people. 

So they have fomething to cat, they do not trouble themfelves about laying in great 
ftore of provilions, fcarce minding in the morning whether they lltall have any thing at 
nighttfor fupper. It has often happened, w'hcn 1 have been travelling with them, that 
having nothing to give them, becaufe I had it not for inyfelf, they without any concern 
would take a piece of Wood which tiiey cut and lliaped lo as to lerve inltead of a mat- 
tock, and fitting down on the ground would cut up the grafs, and near tiie roots found 
certain little white balls which they fed on : which did not a little /urprife me, for hav- 
ing tailed of them, 1 could not for my life fwallovv one of them ; and yet after fuch a 
wretched meal, they would Ikip, dance and laugh, as if they had been at a feall. 
What greater happinefs can there be, than not to be alHifted when a man has nothing, 
nor fo much as to defire' what he has not ? So when they have any thing good to eat, 
they exprefs no more fatisfadion than when tl'.cy have the worft. 

Our employment continued as ufual. There was never a day but we baptized eight 
or ten children, and fometimes fifteen or twenty, the poor people coming many leagues 
to us, which we conlidering refolved to divide, one to ftay in ;he rnonaftery, and the 
other to go into the country. F. Michael Angelo ofl'ered to go abroad firft, promifing 
not to ftay above a fortnight, and to let me heat from him, I being to take, my turn after 
the fame manner, to the end that by this means both the town and country might 
receive fome fpiritual comfort. During his abfence I continued adminiltering baptifm, 
and teaching Ichool. The great duchefs had two fons, D. Peter and D. Sabaftian, who 

never 
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never miffed coming, efpecially to learn Portuguefe. At the Tame time I inffruSed 
them in the myfteries of faith, and their genius appeared to be fuitable to their birth, 
though Blacks ; being of a fharp and ready vit, learning ail I taught them, and behav- 
ing themfelves as became fuch princes. Now and then fome Black would come to me 
to complain that a wolf had devoured one of his children in the night ; to which I 
anfwer^, “ What would you have me to do ? If you who are the fether or mother do 
not take care of them, mull I look to them, who do not know where they go ?” For to 
fay the truth, they take no more care of them when they are big, than if they were none 
of their own. , 

I began then to be fenfible what it was to live without eating bread, or drinking wine : 
for though I was well in health, I had very much to do to ftand upon my legs, I was 
fo fpent with living upon that food which has fo little nourifhment, and with which I 
was forced to be fatisfied in thofe parts. So I recommended myfelf to God, that it 
might pleafe him to prefcrve my health, for the benefit of thofe poor Blacks ; not fo 
much, to fay the truth, becaufe I found myfelf incapable of undergoing very long the 
fatigue of our continual employment, as becaufe of the little likelihood there was of fee- 
ing any other miflioners come into that country to fucceed us, and to eafe me of that 
employment, which I found to be above my flrength. ' 

One evening an hour after fun-fet, 1 heard abundance of people fmging, but in fuch 
a doleful tone as caufeJ horror. I inquired of my domeftics what that nieant ; they 
anfwered, it was the people of fome Libatte, that came with their Macolonte to difciplinc 
themfelves in the church, becaufe it was a hViday in March. This furprized me, and 
I prefently fent to open the church-doors, light two candles, and ring the bell. Before 
they came in, they continued a quarter of an hour on their knees before’ the church, 
fmging ihc fa he regina in their language, with a very doleful harmony; then being 
come into the church, I gave them all holy w'ater. They were about two hundred 
men carrying great logs of wood of a vafl weight, for the greater penance. I fpoke 
a few words to them of the benefit of penance, which if we will not undergo in 
this woild, w'e ihail be forced to endure in tne next. They were all ^on their knees, 
and beat their breafls. I caufed the candles to be put out, and they difeiplined 
themfelves a whole hour with Icather-thongs and cords made of the bark of trees. 
After that we faid the litanies of our Lady of Loretto ; and having difmiffed them; they 
returned home, leaving the branches of trees they brought without the church, which 
ferved us in the garden. This adion, fo much to be admired in thofe poor people, 
comforted and encouraged me, confidering how it pleafed God thofe miferable Ethio- 
pians, almoft dellitu(e of all fpiritual afliltance, Ihould one day upbraid the Europeans 
for their negligence, fince they are fo far from doing any thing, though they have full 
liberty and conveniency, that they even defpife thofe that do, and in comfemptible man- 
n^ call them. Hermits, Executioners of Chrift, and Wry Necks. Be this faid without 
offence to thofe who do not approve of fuch injurious wordsj and w hole thoughts are 
more agreeable to their charafter of Catholics. 

.pother night after the Ave-Mary bell, our Blacks that were in the garden called me 
to lee the heaven burn. I went out, imagining it might be fome fire on a mountain, but 
found It was one of thf greateft blazing ftars I ever faw in my life. 1 told them how it 
was called, and that it foreboded fome ill to the world ; that therefore*they fhould do 
penance for the fins they had comrnitted againft the majefly of fo great a God, who is 
merciful to bear with finners, but juft with thofe that are impenitent. It was in March 
1008 that this comet appeared* 

One day they brought me a quantity of round roots like our Truffes (in Englifh, pig. 
nuts9 > tit theie grow on trees, and are as big as a- lemon : opening them, there appear 
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four or five fuch nuts red within. To keep them frelh, they put earth about them ; 
when they will eat them, they wafti them* tafte a lk,tle of each, and drink of their 
water. In eating of them they have a little bitterifimefs, but the water drank after 
makes them very fweet. In their language they call them Colla ; and I having ob- 
ferved that the Portuguefe made great account of them at Loanda, had fome fought 
out, and fent them to thofe gentlemen, my good patrons, who in return fent me fome 
. prefents come from Europe, 

F. Michael Angelo returned well pleafed with his progrefs, having baptized abun- 
dance of infants and youths, who had never feen priefts j for there are but fix Capu- 
chins in the whole kingdom, except at St. Salvador ; and thefe have the hardell talk in 
the world fo preferve their health ; and when any one of them dies, as it often happens, 
it is a matter of no fmall difficulty to get another into his place. My companion being 
come home, he applied himfelf to cultivate the garden, whence he had our chief nou- 
rilhment ; and finding there fome vine-plants, he tranfplantcd them to a rifing ground. 
He fowed feveral forts of European grain, which all came up in perfedion. He had 
brought with him a great many iron tool* ; for having baptized very many in a Libatte, 
that was near an iron mine, he had caufed fpades, ffiovels, hooks, axes, and other uten- 
fils to be made of it for the garden and cutting of wood. He alfo caufed to be made 
twelve Iha^ fpears two foot in length, to be fixed upon Haves, to ferve the Blacks to 
defend themfelvcs againll the wild bealts when they go through the defarts ; for being 
fometimes furprized when they lealt think of it, they can make no ufe of their bows. 

The father told me what had happened to him during his abfence 5 and particularly, 
that flying once from the paws of a tiger, he was forced to run a great way into a 
tKicket of bfambles, there being never a tree to get up, without which ffiift he mull 
have loft his life, as one of the Blacks did ; who, to avoid pricking his Ikin among the 
briars, trufted to the fw'iftnefs of his heels, which could not deliver him from death, 
that mercilefs beaft foon overtaking him. I’li^* Capuchin habit ditl the I’ather a kindnefs 
to keep off the prickles of the thorns, which had made as many holes in his legs as in 
a cullender. 

1 fet out in niy turn, after faying mafs, with tw'enty of thofe who had accompanied 
F. Michael Angelo, and came to leveral places where no Capuchin had been of many 
years.4 fo that in fome Libattes I baptized above a hundred children, taking Ibmething 
of thofe that would give, and beflowing my charity for God’s fake on thofe that had 
nothing. 1 accepted of the prefents of the Macolontes, which were beans and kidney- 
beans, to maintain thofe that went with me, who were fatisfied to attend us, provided 
we maintained them. In fome places they fled ;is foor> as they law me, having, in all 
probability, never feen any Ciapuchins. After lifteen days’ travel, during which time 
I never returned to the fame place, I came back to our houfe, where I found my com- 
panion bufy in the garueii, whicili he had made up after the manner of Italy, and planted 
vines, orange, and Icniim-trces, fo that one would have thought it was not the fame 
garden w'e found there at our coming. 

Since that nation has received the faith <if Jefus Chrift, there ftill remain among them 
abundance of forcerers and enchanters, (as there are heretics in Europe,) who are the 
ruin of thofe people, otherwife tradable enough. It is in a manner impoffible for the 
King to root • them out, infomuch* as that Prince, w ho is a very good Chriftian and 
zealous catholic, has given leave to feveral of his great men, who know .their lurking- 
places, to fire their cottages ; but they having fpies abroad, though they meet at night, 
make their efcape, and are very feldoni taken. * 

The great duke was now come home, and frequented «mr convent every day. He 
w'as furprized to fee the alteration of our garden ; and the more, becaufe in thofe parts 
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the country is always green ; and when the ground is burnt any where, the grafs fprings 
up again immediately. I enquired obce of the great duke, where he had leh his army, 
which confifted of one hundred and fifty thoufand Blacks. He told me he had dropped 
them in the Libattes as he came along, to which they belonged j and when he came to 
Baniba he had but ten thoufand left. It is not to be admired there (hould befo many 
people ; for there being no fort of religious pcrfon, and moft of them keeping as many 
wives as they pleafe, the country cannot chufe but be well peopled. One of the kings 
of Congo led nine hundred thoufand Blacks to the war againft the Portuguefe, an array 
one M'ould think fliould make all the world fhake; and yet the Portuguefe gave him 
battle with four hundred mulketeers, and two lield-pieces. I’he terror of that cannon 
loaded with partridge-fhot, and the deatli of the King, put them to flight, f fpoke 
with the very Portuguefe who cut olF that King’s head, and he aflured me they found 
ail the utenfils belonging to him of beaten gold. For that reafon they do not at prefeitt 
work in the gold-mines, which arc near tbofe of iron we have fpokon of, left the Por- 
tuguefe fhould make war upon them ; for what mifehief will not gold Air up men to ? 

There was fcarce a day but the duke, who lived near us, came to our church, in 
which there was a chapel of timber-work pretty big, where were the tombs of the 
dukes deccafed, over which there were figures made of clay like our mortars, coloured 
with red. He once told us he had refufed to be king, that he might b^^, nearer the 
Portuguefe, to have the opportunity fometimes of drinking wine a*nd brandy. Wc 
underllood liim perfcdfly well, but would not feem to do fo, to prevent ufing him to 
fiicli familiarity ; for it is diflicult to get wine to fay mafs, there being none but what 
is brought out of Europe. This duke went habited like the King, but with fewer at- 
tendants. He wore a coat down to his knees made of palm-tree leaves dyed black, 
and over it a cloak of blue cloth ; a red cap with a gold galloon about it ; about his 
neck he had a large pair of beads with above fifty medals, his legs and feet bare like 
the reft. The ion of fome lord carrieti his hat, another liis feymitar, and a third his 
arrows. Fifty Blacks went befoi’e him playing confufedly on feveral inftruments ; 
twenty-five men of n :e, and one hundred archers followed him. , It is no diflicult 
matter to find fuch ahvmdanc' of foldiers, the men exercifing no trade, except fome 
few who work in iron, or maki' tliofe clothes of palm-tree leaves. 

The women of quality wear the fineft cloth of f'.uroiie, whereof they make petti- 
coats down to their heels. 'I'hev cover rh “ir back, breall, and left arm, with a fhort 
mantle of the fame fort, leaving their right arm naked. The inferior fort wear fluffs 
of lefs value, and the commonalty fluffs made of palm-tree leaves, whereof they have 
only a petticoat. • 

F. Michael Angelo one day told rac' he found himl'clf much fpent, and prefcntly 
after he fell into a fever ; which troubled me very much, and the more, becaufc in 
, that country there arc neither phyficians nor niedicin<*s., but.all mufl; be left to nature. 
Bleeding is the only remeily ufed, and to that purpole 1 lent to the great duke’s furgeon: 
he was a Black, who had learned that prolellion at Loanda ; lor being ufed to bleed 
the Blacks, it was eaficr for him to pradife upon the Whites, whole veins are more 
vifible. During his ficknefs, F. Philip our fuperior came to Bamba, which was a great 
relief to me, becaufe* he fpoke the language of the country, and knew the manner 
of curing fick perfons in. tliofe parts. 1 was fciilible f ihould have nfeed of his aflift- 
ance, not being very well myfelf. Owr fick man let me uuderlfand that difeafe would 
be his laft, becaufe he found it prevailed upon him. I fpoke fome words of comfort 
to hith, fignifyin^ that his difeafe being but a double tertian, he might hope to recover ; 
but however advifed him to leave all to God, and refign himfelf up to his holy will. 
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$oon after he ^ complained of a pain in his left ear, which fpread over his n^ck. I 
iniifrufted it might be an ulceration in the almonds of his ears, and acquainted the 
fuperior with my thoughts, who was of the fame opinion. We anointed him with 
oil of Angelico made at Rome, which feemed to work a wonderful effeft, taking 
away the pain ; but it removed to the other fide, and the fwelling in the throat in- 
creafed, which made us forbear ufing our oil, for fear it might do more harm than 
good ; and to lay the truth, hearing him complain witii fo flight a fever, I concluded 
he was worfe inwardly than appeared outwardly. In Ihort, notwithllanding all the 
care we took of him, I had the mortification to fee him die the fifteenth day, having 
received all the facrainents, and exprelfed a faint-like refignation ; hoping that the 
Lord, whq does not forget to reward his fervants. Ids him now enjoy the recompence 
of all his labours. 

My heart was more fenfiblc of my trouble I'or this lofs than my pen can exprefs ; 
and, without doubt, had not our fuperior been there, lent by God’s fpccial tliredion 
in fo forrowful a conjunfturc, and giving us all worldly and fpirirual aflillance, 1 had 
died too, having already loll half my life^in that of tiu; dear companion of my travels, 
fnatched away by death. He had been blooded ‘fifteen times; and, being apprehen- 
five it was too much, I gave an* account at my return of his dillemper to the phyfician 
at Angola. ^ He told me it had been better to have bled him thirty times ; but his hour 
was come, ind if? was the will of God. • 

The fuperior finding me in a fever, which increafed, thought Provltience had font 
him to bury us both, and would not go away till he had leen the end of it : however, 
he refolved to try means to cure me, cauling me to be blooded twice a day, which I 
fuffered to b(? done without fpeaking one word : but, in truth, that nfage in a few days 
brought me into a defperate condition, having been forty times blootletl, and the fever 
newer dccreafing. I confelled, and received the holy n.’iaticum, being nothing but Ikin 
and bones. I'he father, but for whole charity, 1 believe 1 had died like a beall, per- 
ceiving the dileale was like to be tedious, the fury of the fever abating, gave me to 
underlland, that for the good of the million he mult of necefllty be gone. I had fcarce 
llrength, bowing myfelf, to tell him, that fince he could not itay longer, lie Ihould 
inform my Blacks how they ought to manage me ; and that he would pleafe to fend 
F. Miohael de Orvietto to me, with whom 1 had travelled, and who knew how to look 
to the fick. He promifed to do I'o, but his orders mifearrying, he came not. I was 
left in my bed, not able to turn myfelf ; and the word was, that fo much bleeding had 
almod blinded me. In that condition, half alive and half dead, 1 was left to the mercy 
of thofe Blacks, who dole what they could, and brouglit me, wljcn they thought of 
it, a porringer of broth ; I being able to fwallow' nothing of fubdance, and loathing all 
fudenance. 

One day, when I was more c&d down with melancholy and fadnefs than tlie diftem- 
per iifelf, I received a vilit from a Portuguefe jefuit, who came from St. Salvador, and 
was returning to the college at Loanda. When he faw me in that mil'erable condition, 
“ How now, Father,” laid he, “ are you fo fick, and yet day in this defert “ I 
came,” faid 1, “ very well in health into this country, but after lofing my companion, 
I fell fick, and have been now Ibme months ftruggling with deaf,h ; but I perceive it is 
not GoJ’s will it Ihould have the upper hand, though it was one of my wilhes.” Two 
days he Ilaid comforting me, and prefented m? with fome pullets, which were more 
acceptable for coming from his hand, than for their own rarity. We confefled to one 
another, he declaring it was a fatisfatlion to him to be thus provided, being to pafs 
through many places, where the firing of the dry herbage made the wild beads run 
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About the country. He affured me that, as he came, he was forced to get up » tree^ 
though there were fixty Blacks with him, to avoid death threatened them bytwotigei^, 
Therefore we are not to believe what fome authors .have writ, that ’ the tigers do not 
aflault Whites, but only Blacks. 

After his departure 1 remained with my continual diftemper ; but what comfortedi 
me was, that every day I baptized ten or twelve children ; and not being able to fit 
up alone in my bed, was held up by two Blacks, another holding the book, and an-' 
other the bafon, receiving what alms they gave me ; not for my own fake, for I could 
eat nothing, but for my family, who would all of them have forfaken me had they 
wanted meat. 1 married feveral of the chief people ; one of them gave me a Ihe-goat, 
whole milk I drank every day, which indeed w;is little in quantity, but counted a great 
dainty in that country. This happiiicfs I had in my indifpolition, thaS I flept all night, 
which is twelve houi\s long, never varying half an hour all the year round. I would 
wiliingly have eaten an egg, but fick people there are forbid eggs, they being looked 
upon as unwholefome for ihofe that are ill, being too hot in thofe parts. Whilft I lay 
thus in bed, feveral cripples came to beg of me, and I gave them fome of thofe fliells 
that ierve inftead of money, of which three thoufand five hundred make |he value of a 
piltole ; fo many are given for a pullet, for at Lifbon a pullet is worth a crown, in 
Brazil a |)iccc of eight, at Angola ten {hillings, and at Congo a piflolc, which feems 
to me cheaper than a crc./wn at Liibori. » 

My bed was againlt tiie wall, wliich was ot fat clay ill put together, and might well 
be called a nefl of rats ; for there were fo many of them, and fo large, that they trou- 
bled me very much, running over me every night, and biting my toes, which broke 
my reft very much. To prevent this, I caui'ed my btid to be laid in the middle of the 
room, but to no purpofe, for thofe curfed creatures knew where to find me. I caufed 
mats to be laid all about my bed for my Blacks to jie on, and defend me not only againft 
the rats, but any other wild creatures t^iat might come. I'his precaution ftood me in 
no {lead, for there was no night but the rats difturbed me. Another confideration 
moved im.' to Keep thofe Blacks in my chamber, which was, that they might fee how I 
lived, and be witnefles of my behaviour, that country being no more Free from detrac- 
tion than others. 

I took the freedom to acquaint the great duke with the trouble I had from the rats, 
and the ftink of my Blacks, who had always iome wild and dilagreeable fmell. He 
faid he would give me an infall(l)le remeily againlt thofe two inconveniences, and that, 
had he known it I'ooncr, lie would not have failed of fending it : this w'as a little mon- 
key that would cxppl the ill fount by il;at of his Ikin, which fiuelt of mulk. I gave 
him a thoufand thanks for his charity towards me, and faid I flioukl expeft that favour 
from him. lie feut me the tame mo:ik('y, whom 1 laid at the feet of my bed, and who 
performed his duty exactly ; for win-.i the rats came,, as they were wont, the monkey 

blew hard at them tv\o or three riuies, and made them niif away; and the feentof 

mufle with which he perfumed the cliamber, correcded the ill fmell of the Blacks. 
Thele monkeys are nor tlie fame creatures a> the civet cats, for I have feen feveral of 
thofe cats at Loanda, where they keep them Ihut up in a wooden cage, and fattened 

with an iron or filverjchain, and the o»\ner of them once a week, with a fpoon, tgkps 

off the civet, which they call Angeglia, and which is found in a purfe between the hind 
legs. In fliort, tlie little iuoukey did rue extraordinary fervice, not only for thofe ufes 
already mentioned, but to keep ray hLacl and beard clean and combed, better than. any 
of the Blacks would have done : and, to fay the truth, it is eafier to teach thofe mon- 
keys than the Blacks ; for thefe have enough to do to learn one thing well, but the 
others everv thing they are put to dexteroully. 
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1 j«ft began to mend, though the fever had not left me, when one night dl I lay 
afleep, I the monkey had leaped upon iiiy head J I thought the rats had frigHtened 
him, but at the ftSne time the Blacks arofe crying, “ Out, 'out, Father.” .Being tho- 
roughly awake, I afked them what was the matter ; “ The ants,” faid they, “ are 

broke out, and there is no time to be loft.” There being no poffibility for me to ftir, 
I bid them carry me into the garden, which they did, four of them lifting me upon my 
ftraw bed : theii’ nimblenefs Itood me in good ftead, for the ants already began to run 
upon my legs, and get to my body. After Ihaking them off, they took ftraw, and 
fired it on the door of four rooms, where the ants w'cre alr/iady above half a .Foot thick ; 
and there mult needs be a wonderful quantity, for befides the chambers, the porch 
and walking-place were full. They being deftroyed^ by fire, as I laid, I was carried 
back to my chamber, where the ftink was fo great, that 1 xvas forced to hold the mon- 
key clofe to my face. Having caufed the mats to be ftiaken, w e had fcai c ' flept half 
an hour before 1 w'as awaked by the light of a flame of lire at the chamber-door : I 
called my people to I'ee what it was ; they found the fire had taken hold of the thatch 
of the houfe, and fearing the fire might ipcreafe with the wind, 1 caufed myfelf to be 
carried again jpto the garden. The fire being put out, we endeavoured to go to fleep 
again, but all this hurry had difcompoled me too much ; and before the troublcfome 
night was ^uite over, I heard a great noife near us : 1 waked my Blacks that they might 
be in readittefs, i*. cafe there was fome other army of beafts to* engage. One of them 
laid hold of one of the halberts F. Michael Angelo had caufed to be made, and went 
out to fee wfho made all that hurly-burly ; he came back again to tell us, that the pif- 
mires having again broke into a neighbouring cottage, they had burnt them as we did ; 
but the hut being all of ftraw, it was confumed as w'ell as the ants, which made the 
Blacks get out of their houfes for fear the wind fhould carry about the flame and bum 
all that quarter. I got off, caufing myfelf to be once more carried into the garden, 
giving God thanks that he had delivered me frpm the pifmires ; for had I been alone 
faft in my bed, and unable to ftir, as I then w'as, it is certain they had eaten me up 
alive. This often happens in the kingdom of Angola, where in the morning there are 
cows found devoured in the night by ants, and nothing left of them but the bones. It 
is no fmall deliverance to efcape them, for there are fome that fly, and are hard to be 
removed from the place where they lay hold : but God be prailed that my body was 
not devoured by them alive. 

I had a young tiger given me, which I did not care to keep, cfpecially becaufe the 
monkey would not lie upon the bed w ith him : I gave it goat’s milk to preferve it, but 
it did not live long, and I was not forry for it, it being mo fatisfadion to me to fee that 
fine beaft, though little, and as yet unfit to do like the old ones. The great duke’s 
vifits were a great comfort to me , and when he could not come himfelf, he font fome 
of his chief men, who would ftay three or four hours fitting about me upon mats ; but 
they always having their pipes in their mouths, and the fmoke offending my head, 1 was 
forced to tell them they would oblige me in coming, but that I begged of them for 
God’s fake not to take tobacco in our houfe, and that the rather bccaufe their pipes which 
are an ell long have great bowls like a little pot, which arc never out. They were fo 
obliging as to comply with me, and when they came, left their- pipes in the garden. 

I found no other remedy for my diftemper but to recommend myfelf to God, through 
die interceflion of the glorious St. Anthony of P$dua. In Ihort, after long continuing 
irrefolute, I refolved to caufe myfelf to be carried to Loanda, notwithftanding I was 
fenfible of the fatigue of the journey, and could find no Black that would go along 
to be my interpr^er . 1 fpoke to the great duke, who promifed me a great many 
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BlackSjgfbut he found not enough to carry all my bagga,ge, part whereof was tljerefor 
left bfliiind to be ftolen, I took . another way diferent from that we came, and did no 
pafs tnrough Dante : all the poor Blacks flocking,, about me at my <|j|partufe, came t< 
exprels their concern for lofing me, and I comforted them with the hopes of my return 
if it fliould pleafe God to reflore my health- 

I went as far as the next Libatte without an interpreter, but could fpeak enougl 
to be underftood. I endured all that can be i .i igined in fuch a condition, for m)* con 
fcience checked me for putu myJelf into iacii danger, as if 1 would have temptec 
God; but I had 'fuch confidence in St. Anthony, whom 1 had taken for my advocate 
that I fancied 1 law him before luy hammock. During all this journey, which lallet 
twenty-five days, I could not open iny mouth till night, fo that the Blacks often cami 
to fee whether I was not dead. One day being to pals through a rivejjl they •dilcoveret 
about twenty-five elepliants that were gone to drink, which troubled them very much 
and made them flay till they wt;re gone another way from us. Having crofl'ed tht 
river with fome danger, the two Blacks who carried me going up a hill, did not hole 
the llaft' fall, and let me fall plump on the ground, which put ino quite befide myfelf 
the Italf having hit me on the head and almolt broke it : they took me uj) again, and 
I bound my head with a liandkerchief without fpeakiiig one word, feJiag if I com- 
plained of being hurt, they might leave me there, and lly mito the woods; tlierefore 1 
thought it better to hold, my tongue than talk to people that have no compalfion. 

Being come to a Libatte, they left me alone in a cottage upon a little llraw, and 
carried away iny Half I had brought out of Italy, but 1 was refolved to be concerned 
at nothing. I looked whether any body would come in, being very weak for want ol 
fuftenance ; but nobody appeared all day till fuu-fetting, when the women returned 
with their children from their labour in the fields ; I defired them to boil me a pullet 
I had brought witli me : they having drelfed it very well, i took the broth, and gave 
them the fowl, which made a great feaft among them, ^ill my fuftenance during the 
journey was a porringer of broth a dify. They gave me two Niceftas, which are fo 
rcfrelhing and <lai;uy, that I could not forbear eating of them, though cautioufly, for 
fear ol caufing ray dllieinper to incrcafe upon me. • 

Next day they carried me tu a Libatit;, where I found all the people made ftuflfe of 
palm-tree leaves, and therefore would not leave their bufinefs to carry me. Finding 
them pofitive, and not knowing what other way to take, I bethought myfelf of*a bag 
of thofe fliells they call Zimbi, ! had along with me, and began to call them, but they 
were deaf to me, though fitting in the next cottages on the ground about their fire : 
that is their ufual polturc. • After night-fall, that the women are returned out of the 
fields with their children, 'they tight a lire in the middle of their cottage, fit round it 
on the ground, and eat of what they have brought ; then they talk till llecp makes 
them fall backwards, and fo they Ipend the night without any further ceremony. 
Finding it was to no purpofe to call and fpeud my Ijreath, J dragged out of the 
where they had laid me, which was about a foot from the ground, and crawling upGn 
all four to the cottage-door, called a Muleche, or young lad, who was playing with 
his companions, and getting him to help me, opened my portmanteau, whence 1 drew 
the bag of Zimbis, and fliaking the bag, that they might I’ound, drew thofe hard- 
hearted Bla^s to me’ and told them I would pay them m Zimbis if they would carry 
me to the next Libatte : they agreed to it, but being too few to carty all my goods, 
part of thenr^was left to their dii'eretion. There was no remedy but patience, and at 
lengtti, by the help of Zimbis, beads, and medals, I came to Jdainb^ the firft place 
belonging to the Portuguefe. 


There 
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Th^Xwasmet by aPortuguefe, who lived in the place, with a prieft o§ Portu- 
guefe extra^OHj but bom in Africk ; they carried me to fheir houfe, and fecpg my 
countenallFe as <yellow as faffron, faid to me, “ Father, how came you to travel 
through'thefe defarts in fuch a condition?” I could not anfwer them, nor open iny 
eyes. They undefftanding by my carriers that I had eaten but one porringer of broth 
a*day^ and never fpoke all the way, endeavoured to bring me to myfelf with malnifey 
and new-laid eggs. Bein^ a little recovered, I found all their people weeping about 
me. I told them nothing had befallen me but what I had forefeen when I left Italy, 
and that I had concluded 1 fliould not return out of that country, a's is the common 
fete of the miflioners font thither. I continued there two days, and having thanked 
them for their civility and charity they had ufed tojvards me, went away to Loanda. 
The Portuguefe|^endeman would needs bear me company thither. I was kindly 
received by the chief men of my acquaintance, who wondered to fee me alive ftill with 
that dead countenance. They fent me feme relreflimenr, which I did not tafte for want 
of appetite ; there 1 continued fix months without being able to flir out of my bed, and 
never quit of the fever : I loathed flefli, and could eat nothing but a little fifh. After 
that, I bled at the nofe, and loll three or lour pounds a day, as if I had not been blooded 
during my iftknefs; the heat I endured going on the hammock contributed much 
towards it : it was furprifmg to me that there fhould be fo much blood in a man’s 
body. Tlje phyfician told me that all the water I drank turnf;d to blood, and I drank 
five or fix bottles a day, for they allow the fick to drink as much as they will. The 
phyfician had me blooded twenty-four times by way of revulfion ; for I kept account 
how often I w'as blooded during my three years ficknefs, which w as nincty-feven times, 
without reckoning the blood that ran in great quantities at my nofe, mouth, and cars, 
which to me feems prodigious. 

During my ftay at Loanda, the R. F. John Chryfoftome, fuperior of Loanda, came 
thither with two or three Capuchins of our million, w ho had much ado to know me, 
and were yet more furprifed to hear that molt: of our fellows were dead in that country. 
The father-fuperior refolving to provide the province of Meffangrano, one of the 
chiefeft in the kingdom, with miflioners, fent thither F. Peter dcBarchi and F. Jofeph 
Mary de Buflette : and within a few days news was brought that one of them was 
dead, and the other at the point of death, which much troubled the fuperior, who had 
taken'a great deal of pains to bring them from Italy, w hich fliews how little that climate 
agrees with our bodies. 1 defired the father-fuperior to fend me to Colombo, two 
days journey from Loanda, to try to recover my health. 1 went thither W'ith F. John 
Baptift de Sallizan to a houfe of our father’s near the river Coawza, where there are 
abundance of crocodiles. We have there a very fine garllen, m which are orange 
and lemon-trees, and other fort of Iruit. I'here is a fort of fruit in Africk like our 
St. John apple, at the end of which is a chefnut little differing from ours ; the apple 
is not eaten becaufe it is full of fibres, but they fuck the juice, which has a mufeadine 
teffte. The chefnut is boiled, and talles like our almonds, is very hot, but the apple 
cold, and is called Befou. 

Near that place live fevcral Portuguefe farmers, who keep a number of fwinc, cows, 
and Ibeep, but know not how to make cheefe, it being very difficult there to bring 
the milk to curd. We foraetimes took the cool air under a finc"row of ti;ees ten paces 
diftant, reaching from the chui ch to the river. Thefe trees bear a certain fort of fruit 
like great plums, but very harfh ; they hold their leaves all the year round. One 
day as we were walking under thofe trees, we difeovered a great ferpent crofliiig the 
river to our fide ; we would have made it go back by fhquting, and throwing clods of 
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earth fof want of Hones, which are not to be found, but in fpite of us it cam& over, 
and went to take up its poft in a little thicket of reeds near the Jioufe. I’here are fome 
of them there twenty-five foot long, and as thick as a good colt, that make but a 
mouthful of a Iheep : when they have fwallowcd one, they go into the fun to digcft it : 
the Blacks who know the manner of it, watch and kill them, to make a good iiKial. ol 
them, for they are as fat as pork ; and having flayed them, they throw away nothing 
!)ut the head, the tail and the entrails. 

F, John Baptid gave me an account of his travels in ihofo parts of Africk, and 
among the rell, of his being at Caflangi, where a black prince relides who rules a 
large country, and is called Great Lord ; that he came tliere at a time when that 
prince’s birth-day was celebrated afier an odd manner : lie makes all the people of his 
.lountry who can travel come into a great jilain ; they leave only one jdace empty, in 
avhich there are feveral trees, on which there are huts built for the great lord and 
principal men of his kingdom, who go up thither with feveral mulicai inftruments 
founding. One of the molt furious lions in the country is fallencd to a tree Handing at 
fome diltance from the refi. The lignal being given, the firing that holds him is cur, 
and then, after fome roaring, he falls upon the firfl he meets: they, Inftead of flying, 
run together from all parts to kill him, being obliged to do it without any weapon, 
and thinking themfeivcs happy in dying liefore their prince. I’he lion, before he is 
tired, kills feveral of them, and revenges his own death fufliciattly, beitig at lall borne 
dow'n by the multitude. After that, the furvivors eat the dead, and accompany their 
king witli abundance of joyful acclamations to his palace, making all parts refound, 

I.ong live the Great Lord of C’alTangi.” Thus they folemai/ic this feflival, which 
the Father aflured me he had been an eye-witnefs of. A hellifh invention, and fit for 
thofe barbarous people. 

Fie alio told me he would go to the kingdom of Malemlia or Maftcmba, where of late 
years Queen Singa had reigned, who died a Catholic ; but that after her death the 
people forfook the Chrifliaii religion, and leiurncd to their ancient fuperflitions. I 
agreed with him to go t’''fher, if he could gain admiltance into the couptry, provided 
h(? lent for me ; but when he was gone, 1 heard no more from him, and was left 
alone with two Blacks at Colombo. I baptifed but very few there, the country about 
being pofleffod by the Porluguefe, but Ibmeiimes there came boats full of Haves <who 
were baptized ; they brought me lalt to ufe in the baptifmal water, dug out of the 
mountains, which when pounded is very w'hite. Whilfi 1 was there, the fifhermeii 
took a great fifh as round as a coacli-whecl ; in the middle it had tw£) teats, and upon 
it feveral holes through whicji it’le-'s, heais, and eats, the mouth being a fpan long: 
the fifh is delicious, and the llefli of it like line veal. Of the ribs of it they make 
beads to Hop blc;cding ; but having tried them upon myfelf, they did no good ; this 
diHemper growing upon me, iiifomuch that they once thought J w'as dead, Avhich ob- 
liged the lather^fupcriol• to make me return to LoiUida. The dread cH going to lea 
again, made me unwilling to go from Colombo, though in other retpeefs the place was 
icarce to be endured, being tormented day and nigiii with infinite numbers of gnats 
and flies, which alnioH darken the air, Irefuies the continual fear of ferpents, crocodiles, 
and lions, who feldom failed a night of devouring fome cow, calf , or fheep. 

At that time a vefl'cl was loading at Loanda fi r Brazil. Having obtamed leave to 
j'- turn to Italy, I Ipoke with the captain, .w ho was very w'illing ttj receive me, thinking 
tiimfelf happy in having a prieH, and cfpecially a Capuchin, with him ; for not only 
rhe Portuguefe but the Blacks theinfelves c;wmot fufliciontly admire to fee us take 
progrelTes into thofe barbarous countries, without propoling to ourfeivcs any other in. 
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tereft but the fpiritnal good of our neighbour, and the propagation of the Catholic 
faith. 1 remember tlie great duke of ,Bamba one day lent me feyeral Blacks to be my 
ilaves j which I would not accept of, but lent them back to him. I afterwards told 
him 1 came not into his country to make Ilaves, but rather to deliver thofe from the 
flavery of the ilcvil whom he kept In miferablc thraldom. 

The fhip I went aboard of, ’.hen it was ready to fail, was loaded with ek’phants' 
teeth and Haves, to the number of lix hundred and eighty men, women and children. 
It was a pitiful ligln to beli dd Imw all thofe people were beltovved. The men were 
Ifandino- in the llold, faiLeiied one to another with Hakes, for lear they fhould rile 
and kiirthe A\ hites. 'J'he women were between the tlecks, and thofe that were with 
child in the great cabin ; the clnldrcn in the Ifivrage preljed together like herrings in a 
barrel, which caufed an intolerable heat and Hencii. Tile capltiin had made me a bed 
upon the quarter-deck, with mats to keep me from tlie rain and dew. 

'i'his vtjyage is generttlly perldrined in thirty or ihiriy-five days at fartliell ; becaul'e 
there is no occiihon t<.i go to the (..ape ol (.rood Uvipe for a wiiul t but they lail in a 
line: how'cver we were filty days, bein^ many of them becalmed, dining which lime 
we endured great heat under the line. Being we made no way, the captain delired 
me to baptize fonie Blacks that came lad aboard, it being forbid, under pain of ex- 
coinmunicatioii, to carry any Blacks to Brazil that are not baptized j which ! did, in- 
flruclmg them in the principles ol ('.liriltianity. 

The Portugiiefe, \.ho knew there was danger in that calm we wore in, either in 
regard of the givat heat of the fun, or becaufc among lo many mouths ihe provifions 
grew lhort,.one day took the image of St. Antony, wkieh they lei ngainll one of the mads, 
laying thefc words on their knees ; “ St. Antony, our countryman, yam diall be plealcd 
to Itaiui there, till you have given us a fair wind to coiuimie our votage.” d'liis done, 
and fome prayers faid, lome' little wind came uj-., wliieli di us forward, and made us 
rejoice. We palfed very clofe to the ifland cfdletl the iilfuiiiplion iii' our Lady ; where 
we did not touch, thinking we had no need oi any thing. N('vertlieleis the aaiyage 
holding longeAlhan we had imagined, a few d:iy;. ainr we began to wa.nt jnot ilions, 
the proveditor not having rightly conlielcrei! how great a number ol mouths lliere was 
to ftjcd. 

The captain came to me full of allliclion, and laid, “ I’atlier, weare :dl dead men, 
there is no remedy for it.” My uliial fever being, upon me, and a liilli id' blood before 
me, 1 told him that w.is no furpridng news to me, and that having loll Hi mud: 
blood, I did not expccl to live long, lie made inc fenfible he Ipoke of all the 
fhip in genera], and that they wanted provili- tis, being .Hill kr out at fea without 
difeovering any land, do coinfoi'. him in lome mealure, I bid him look into the 
Hern-lockers, for 1 remembe .-cd my friends had given me Ibnie pruvidons, which niighr 
Keep the Whites aboard alive Tome time ; and as for the Blacks, he mull have patience 
if they died, fmee there was no poillbility ol relieving them; but that nevertlieiels 
lince there were Hill forty butts of water, they fltould give tliein as inucii as was ne- 
celTary ; and the climate being hot, they might live two days at letu'l upon water only : 
that yet God might relieve us, and wc ought to conlidc in him, and not give way to 

defpair. ^ * 

I would have fpoke fome words of comfort to the fiiip’s crew, and filenccd them ; 
but the difmal news I thought to acquaint •them with being already 'come to their 
knowledge, the children began to cry for mercy ; the women hearing them, fet up 
the fame cry, and the men made up the difmal harmony ; which would have* daunted 
the boldeft heart. In fine, when they were a little pacified, 1 began in Portuguefe to 
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exhort them to confide in the mercy of God, who never forfakes thofc who fincerely 
rclv on him ; adding, lliat God feat us tiiat affli6lion to punilh (air fins, and 
for the blafphemies wherewith they diflioiiourcd his holy name, and perhaps becaufe 
fome of them were come aboard without confefiing. dlieri turning to the Whites, I 
told them, that the ill example thc^y gave thefe new^ Chriftians, making thcmfelves 
drunk every day with brandy, had drawn that puniflmtent upon them : that the Bletfed 
Virgin was allb offended at them, becaufe they had given her name, to which all 
refpeft was duo, 'to a R/pc’vS-ond, with which they beat the Blacks, which was not the 
way to perfuade them that we believed her to be the mother ol God. d/his dilcourle 
made them again cry Mercy, but with a more fincere intention than at firlh After rhe 
liymns of the Holy Virgin, which 1 caufed them to repeat, they made a vow to caufe 
eighty rnalfes to be faid, forty for the iouls in purgatory, and forty in honour of 
St. Antony. 

d'heir minds being a little I'citied, tlic captain ordered every Black 1 porringer oi 
water ; but ihofe poor wretches, c fpecially the children, began to cry lor hunger. 
The comj)affion their cries moved in me, wiuiout any means of relieving them, made 
me retire? to my cabin of mats. 1 continued lo a day withfuU eating, for fear ot 
fharpciiing their hunger if they j'aw me* eat. It was likely tlrat uuk?fs God wTOUght 
fome miracle, we were all loft. 

As J lay lull of thefi? thoughts, 1 he;ird ff^nie beyin to talk of living upon man’s 
llcih, Jo far bad defpair dilbrdere'd ilieiii ; Jor which 1 rcp)a)ved tltem fi verely, pro- 
rtiling that rathiM' than fiiller any one to be killed to maintain anotiu'r, I would fa- 
orifice my (;wn lib* iJ it might any way contribute to prokmg tlu ii’s. Notwatliffanding 
all this alfficHon, there werei thole aboard uiio did not forbear doing feme vile actions. 

d’ho malicr, being drunk, inorially wounded a failor ; but lie being the ableft and 
moil expea ienced Ic'aman in the fhip, it was requilite? to pardon him, and wink at it. 
At length G(»d taking compaOion on ii^, we dircov(?red land ; tlirec days we continued 
witliout eating and tlu* water was fpeiit l^eJore we got to the fhore. Who can ex* 
prels tlic joy which i'ucceeded the Icwiner (orrenv ! Jo hear all thpir difoonrfe, one 
w^ould iraxa^ thought all the p'’ople in the Ihip iiad been out of their right lenfes. I 
obferved the fliip lay niiieh more to one iide than the other, and obliged the captain to 
redreis it, the burden oJ' men being greater on that fide which inclined. He did it by 
filling four calks with fea-water, and faffening them to the other fuk*. 

We difeovered (-ape -Si.Auguffiiu well known to the Portuguefe, and on Sunday 
entered the port o!’ JVaya de d odos os Santos, or the bay of All Saints, the capital 
town of all Brazil? where the viceroy icfuks. There we found kweivd vofleis of all 
uaiioiis. Next morning foveral boats came to us with merchants and others who had 
ilaves aboard. Hnderllanding ue iiad bet‘ii lifty days at fea, they concluded that rnofl 
of th(‘ Blacks were d(*a(b and were pleafingly furpfeifed ^Iku they were told there 
wanted but thirtV'llirc’C' of the number, it often happening that lialf of them die in 
that paflage. They thanki’d God for that rulrack' wmught in their fjehalf, for it would 
have been a very confiderable lofs, if all tho Haves IlwI t,)e(‘n vleaJ. 

1 went affiore as well as tlie rv fi, but my Nceakncfs was fuel), 1 had no ufe of my 
legs. A good woin:.fn, into whole iliop I w^enr^ had cornpailion on me, and lent me 
her hammock to carry me in to tlu; J'Vancilv ans, who received me very courteoufly, 

Gcrioefe captain of’ mv acquaintauce w<Hild have carried me to his Itoufe. but 1 
axeufed myfelf on account of the obliging reccpiion I had met with in t.he convent ; 
d(?daring that unkfo 1 found 1 was a burden to them, 1 would iiot leave, it liJl my 
c departure out of the country. The governor of the ifland of St. Thomas, wliich. is 
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under the line, fcnt his Howard tf) make me a vifit, and to defire me to come to his 
palace to fee a Capuchin that kept his bed, and had been fixteen years in Africk, 
cither in the aforefaid ifland, or the kingdom of Benin and Overoia. 1 could not go 
immediately, but wont afterwards fevcral times to fee that Father, being carried in a 
hammock. He wondered to hear I was fo obedient to my phyficiau, who was the fame 
that had him in hand ; but the phylician told me, that according to his way he could 
not live long ; and fo it proved, for he died foon after at Lilbon. 

In this convent there is a chapel of the third order of St. Francis*. On Maunday- 
I’hurfday the F'athers made ti procellion, in which all thd images of faints of the third 
order were carried. Then followed three hundred Blacks, carrying whole trees for 
mortification ; others had their arms bound to a great beam in the nature of a crofs, 
and others after other manners. 1 was told their fathers’ conlellbrs had enjoined them 
that penance for robbing their mailers, and committing other fins. It is not the cuf- 
tom there to make fepulchres that week, bur they expofc the blefled facrament with 
an infinite number of white wax-lights, whereof there is great jilenty there, as well as 
of honey. * 

The Genoefe captain, who was to iail for I.itbon, had given me my pafliige aboard 
his Ihip. Being ready to fail, the viceroy fent to defire the captain, that fmee he had 
a good fighting ^lip, he would, for the King’s fake, convoy ,the merchants’ fhips that 
were ready to fail, for fear they might fall into the hands of the I’urks when they 
came near the coalt of Portugal ; that kept us till Holy Saturday, l.eave to depart 
being obtained of the viceroy, the cajitain lent me word to come aboard, which 1 did, 
againll my w.ill, not liking to begin fo long and dangerous a voyage upon a Holy 
Saturday; but he carrying me out of charity, 1 mull fubmit to his will. We failed, 
firing all the cannon, and all the bells in the town clattering. 

The Ihip w*as like Noah’s ark, for there w'ere aboard it fo many fcveral forts of 
bealls, that what with the noife and the talk' of lo many people as were aboard, we 
could not hear one another fpeak. 'J'he loading was a thoufaiid chelts of fugar, three 
thoufand rolls of* tobacco, abundance of rich wood for dying and making of cabinets, 
elephants’ teeth ; befides the provifion of wixid, coals, water, wine, brandy, Ilieep, 
hogs, and turkeys ; befides all this, abundance of monkeys of ievt'ral forts, apes, 
baboons, parrots, and fomc of thole birds of Brazil, which they call Arracas. Ihe 
Ihip carried fifty guns, four-and-twenty jiatareroes, and other neceifaries. d’lie people 
aboard wei'e of feveral nations, as Italians, Porruguefe, Fnglilh, Dutch, Spaniards, 
and Indian flaves who followed their mailers. The gi\'at cabin was hireii by a rich 
Portuguefc merchant, w'hofe name w'as Amaro, and who w^aS returning to I.illxm with 
all his family, that is, wdfe and four children ; gave a thoufand crowms for his palfage, 
and had laid out two thoufand upon provifions and nccellaries for fo long a voyage. 
That honcfl man feeing me fo fick, freely olfered me a place in his cabin, which was 
large, painted and gilt. I accepted of his ofl'er, his wdfe giving her confent, who, 
being a virtuous lady, was glad to have a religious man’s com])any- He would have 
allowed me his table, but 1 told him 1 was engaged to the captain, hut that 1 might 
breaklaft with him fometimes after mafs, which I faid every day in the great cabin 
during fne voyage, which lafled three months, excepting only 'three days of ftormy 
weather ; and not only he, but all the Portuguefe aboard were at it. 'J’he chaplain of 
the Ihip laid .ipon deck to the feanicn and officer^ of the Ihip. 

As we were under fail, having fcarce run two leagues, and being bufy placing the 
trunks and goods aboard us, it pleafed God to mortify us, who thought ourfclves the* 
fafell of the five Ihips, that we might learn to honour holidays better ; for we Itruck 
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five times furioufly upon a bank, which threw both the men and goods, not yet laflied 
to, from fide to fide, and put all into a great confternation, the \ciicl flicking fall 
upon the flat, 'i’he officers and pilots, in a fright, thought; to fave themfclves from 
imminent danger of death, which threatened, and leaped haltiiy into the boat to get 
to land, which was not far off, for we were fiill in the harbour, it being four leagues 
in length. I’hc failors and paflengers, feeing themfelve;; forfakcn, began to cry aloud, 
“ We are all dead, we are all tlead.” And who can be able to defcribe what a fad 
fpeclacle that fhip was, which but jufl before looked like a caftle on the fca ? This 
conclufion madir me rife from a mat on which I lay ftruggling with a fever ; and being 
upon deck, perceived we made no way, though the fails were all looi'e, and a piank 
floating upon the lea, v\hirh matie it appear the lliip was fall. , 

Nothing could be heard but cries and complaints. Some calt a barrel into the fea, 
others a roll of tobacco, others a chell of iugar, to lighten the fhip, and every one 
did fomething to fave his life ; only the captain fat fUll like a ilatue, without being 
able to fpeak or ftir, though he had fougin fix d'urks in that fame fltip. 'i’hey would 
have fired a cannon for the others to come to our afliftance, bu: in th.u hurry they 
could neither find gunner, powder, nor match. The feveuil forts of animals hearing 
fuch a noii'e, lic-gan to play their part and incrcafc the confufion. in this general con- 
fternation both VVhites and Blacks came to caff: tlicnifelves at my feel, crying, “ Father, 
Father, confellion, abfolutlon.” Having caiAed them to make an ’att of contrition, 

1 gave them abfolution, wanting time to hear them fingly. 1 met the chaplain of the 
fhip in his fhirt, his countenance altered and looking gliaflly, thouglj he was one of 
the bravcil men aboard, as he had often made it appear, figtiting wiih die 'rnrks upon 
feveral oecafions. After hearing his confelfion according to his defire, 1 afked him, 
what he inti'iided to do in that cafe ; “ () God,” laid he, “ J had no mind to come 
on board, l)ur 1 fuflered myfclf to be deluded.” 1 would have encouraged, aud made 
him conceive, that God had not altogether Jbrfaken us, but we might yet elcapc that 
dangi r. “ Suppof’e it does fo fall out,” replied he, “ I am rcf'olved to fwim for it, 
and get afliore.” due others hearing his refoluliun, renewed tliei/ complaints and 
exclamations. I went into the great cabin, and found the Portuguefe lady fitting on a 
carpet, ;iiid leaning upon two cufhions, with her four children on their knees, their 
hands claf'ped together in a fright, and crying, “ Wlercy the hufb'md fitting on a 
chair, rather dead than alive. 1 comfor.cd them both the bell f could, and heard 
their confellioiis. 

In the mean-whih there came aboard us a captain, who was a friend to Scuhor xVmaro, 
to carry him -and his family away to his fliip. He feeing the horrid coni ufion we w'ere 
in, began to encourage all the people, and fent twt) of his men to the pump, and into 
the hold, to fee what harm was done. 'I'hey neither found water, in)r any thing , 
broken, and perceived that the plank we had feen on’ *^he vijater, was only fome of the 
flieathing which had given way. Our captain taking heart, ordered to call the 
lead, and found but little water for fo great a fhip. Then he caul'ed the fliip’s head 
to be brouglit about, which made the vcll’el ntove ; and it was well fitr us there hao- 
pened to be but little wind, for had it blown hard we mull havt' been beaten to pieces. 
They thlit were afliore'fecing ns make way, came back with the boat ; and we continued 
our voyage towards Feriiambuco, a hundred leagues difftmt from Bftga de Todos of 
Santos. Tnere we came to an anch«r, five miles from the town, the harbour being 
unfit for great Ihips. 

I’he governor kept us there five days before he difpatched us. As we were weigh- 
ing anchor, when it was already above water, it broke off fo fuddenly, that all the < 

men 
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mpn who worked at hoifting it, being forty of them, fell down and hurt themfelves, 
lome on the head, fome on the fides, and others in otiicr places, 'fhey would liave 
recovered it, but there was ho doing of it, bccaufe it dropt in a place that was very 
foul and full of fmall rocks. 

It was pleafant to fee our fliip, where every Iradefman worked at his trade, as if he 
^ had been in liis (hop ; there were gun-fiiiiths, artiiourcrs, butchers, Ihoemakers, 
tailors, coopers, and cooks. Others mended the colours, there being an hu’ulred of 
fevcral forts, very fine upon great days, and particularly the pendant at*the main top- 
mafl-head, eight ells long, and all of carnation tallety. . When the weather would 
permit, the (.itlicr vcflfds bore up to us, and gave us a concert ol drums and tnunpt'rs. 
fainting us. with three huzza’s all the failors g;ivc, 'taking^ the ftgnal from tlie bo.it- 
fwain’s whilUe The captain oxercilod his men iti firing volleys, d'h-ii' diverfions 
were one day interrupted by this accident : — Eleven Englilhmcn came together to com- 
plain to the captain that they were not allowed water enough to drink, which put him 
into fuch a paffion that he went to lav hold of a fword, ;ind iiad tlo.'ie tliem fome 
mifehief, had nor care been taken to appeafe him. He caiifed one to be put into the 
bilboes, with two men to Hand fentinel over him, till we c;une to Liibon, for iear he 
fhould raife fome mutiny among his comrades ; for that Englilhman was wonderfully 
ftrong, would manage a cannon as another man would a mulquet, and had formerly 
blown up Ibnie'fnips, fetting fire to the powiler. He puniHii'd him after tliis manner 
to teach the red, not to come in a body like mutineers to make their complaints to 
him, whereas one alone fliould come when they wanted any thing. 'Ehere was another 
Englifhman, ^whom they called Kill Turk, whom ite tdfo put into, the bilboes, becaufe 
he had made hiinfclf drunk with two Ixattlcs of brandy, and was not fober agtiin in 
three days. Ho was fo ilrong, that they laid lie had cleft a man with liis cutlals, and 
therefore* it was feared he might do fonie mifehief in tlie fhip, being in that condition. 

One morning, before fun-riling, being man the coaft of Portugal, we lu'ard a can- 
non fire, and tlie fhot fell not fiir from ns. 1 turned out to fee w'hat was the matter, 
and obferved that Taptain Jofeph, brother to our captain, had put u]) the red tmeient, 
which w'as a fignal of battle. Our captain took a pi rlpedtive glafi. to difeover wliat 
It was that had ocenfioned it, and a moment after told us his brotlitr was luifiaken, 
and that thofc fiiils wc difeovered, to the- number of live hundred, wore lilhing- 
boats, that fail with any wind. 'I'hc fitn riling, if apj^eared he was in the right, ami 
we perceived., without the help of a gird’s, a prodi,';ioiis number ol boats covering all 
the coaft. It is nor to lie admired that flu re is f> much iiihing, for uu'll oi the people 
in Eifbon eal fifh at night, evett upon (lofh thiy;., which baiifes an infijiiie cciifumprion, 
and it is not li.'iti by weight, but by thi* barrel. 

Wi: arrived at t'-.ilcais, a little town without the bar, and failed on to l''ori fSl..fulian, 
where we fired fo many gyii^ tiiat tlie rejioi t reached tlie city. Being come to the mouth 
of the river 'I’agus, we law abund ince of boats coming towards us, as well Italians a.s 
PoriLiguefe, that feeino<i lo cover all tliC harbour; they were merchants and others who 
had fome concern aboartl us. ] knew fevcral who did not know me. They wcie fur- 
prlfed to fee me alive, tifier they had received an •.iccoimt that 1 w'U-s dead, ami expreis- 
cd much joy that the news liad provcal falie. llavii';;' taken in pilots belonging to the 
port, as is the cuHom, we came to an anchor juft before His Highnefs Priricc Peter 
then Regent of Portugal’s jialace, the King be'.inc lent away to tlie iflanJs Terc( f is. 
All that caitu! aboaril tin* fliip had put on fuch tine clothes, that I fcarce knew them 
again. This they do at every port, being but mc;mly apparelled, as long as t!«>y are 
at fea. After my compliments to all ihofe who had been kind to me during the 
‘ voyage. 
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age, and particularly to our captain, I went afhore to our convent, to exped fome fhip 
hound for Spain. 

It was not long before an opportunity oifcred : Captain Dominick, a native of Cor- 
fica, who was defirous to have a prieft aboard him, came to ofler me my paiTag.j in his 
fiiip, which was to fail in company of two others, the i.oretto and the Pnnccls. His 
Ihip was called the Paradife, and it was too good an oaien ro refale to be chaplain to 
the IV4radil*e.||, Several Dominicans, lienedicUiies, and other religious men, went aboaru 
wntli tnc, infonuicirthat one faid, We wi afraid wc Ihould want a chaplain, but 
here are enough to keep a ehoir.’^ However th(de good rcligimis men, who were very 
uiuch alraid of death, were no looncr under Jail, but they kt‘pt tlicrnielves fo clofe under 
deck, that not one wTis 10 be feeii. d1iey adiiiircd. that I being indifpofeJ,^ the fea did 
me no more harm than if I had been afhore : but I faid to them, Fathers, you need 
bur go to the Indies, arul then you will be no more afraid of tijc fea than I am/^* 

During this voyage I fell, into difeourfe with an IriJhman, though lie was a heretic, 
becaiife I found Jome difpofitiou towards gaining tliat foul to Jefus Chrift, and the more 
becaufe he w'as of an inolienfive 'nature. He obferved what I did, erpc.cially when I 
faid nials, and was pleafed to hear the truth; fo that in a fe*v days, wr.h Codfs aJlifl- 
ance, without which the endeavours of the ableli men iia* ufelefs, I brought him to 
waver in his opinion. He told me, he would have abjured in public immediately, but 
that lie would firff go ^hflra brother of his at Cadiz io receive abft4uti(>n. In line, I 
w^as iulormod by him in that very town, that he was become a Catholic, which never- 
thc'leJs I wtuiKl not publifli, though 1 law him more pleafant than h(‘ uled to be, fearing 
he might <lo like many others, w'ho fometimes appe^ar very zealous, and yet afterwards 
foilake the good w'ay they were in. • 

'riioegli c)iir Ihip was the biggefl of the three our convoy confilfcd of, yet our cap* 
mill had coTifented th<it the captain of the Loretto, as being ilie elder, fhould be com- 
imeJore. One day w'c difeovered a fhip, and it being our captain’s duly to know what 
flic was, he made all the fail he could. AVe fetched her up in a quarter of an hour, 
and fired a gun vvithuut a ball to make her flrike, as the Jtrongeft ufually do. They, 
inllead of aulwering our exp^dation, crowded up all the fail they could, as if they 
would tly, their velfcl being much lefs than ours; that made our captain fufpeft they 
might l>e 'Turks, fince they had put out no ancient. He fired at thtMii with Uall, and 
put lip tlit^ red ancient, w^hich made th^mi anfwer with one gun but without bullet. 
.Being very near, tlu' captain made a trumpeter, who ipoke leve*'al languages, hail 
them. He Ipoke to them in French, becaufe they had put up white colours, bur w^e 
lufpefting it was cheat, bul them fend fomebody on board, ’i he) launched their 
pinnace, and the maffer came aboard, by whom w^e wxtc informed, that the imagined 
1 urk was a veilcl laden with lalt-fifli from Nantes, and bound for the iJlands Madciras. 

I hey drank the healths of the Moll Chriftian Iviug! and the rej)ubi:c of Genoa, and* 
every one made the belt of his way. 

At lafl wc came to an anchor in that, great and nolde port of Cadiz, one of the molt 
famous in Europe, full of aninlinite number of Jhips, galley s, barks, caravels, tartans, 
and other veflels, which 1 was allured at that time amounted to an hundred fail. lull 
at the entrance of the harbour we faw' tw^enty-hve Ihips of an extraordinary bulk. There 
is a continual refort of fhips from all parts of the world, even from ihc Indies ; and it 
is ufual there ro fee thirty or forty li;il come in or go out in*a day, as if they were but 
little boats. I went afliore with an Italian gentleman, and Ibme Spanilh merchants, and 
we were all of us prefently flopped by the cuftom-houre officers: I gave an account of 
myfelf, and fo did the geutloman ; but he added he was afoldier in the King’s Jcrvice, 

^d 
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and they let him pafs ; the Spaniards faid lo too, and we caufed our goods to be loaded 
to go to our fevcral lioines. No fooner were we in the town, but the chief officer of 
the cuftom-houfe, witfi his followers, flopped the porters, and bid them carry the goods 
to the cuftom-houfe. The Spaniards faid they were all cleared, and there was no need 
of further fearch. I'he cuftomer gave a furly anfwer ; one word drew on another, fo 
they came to ill language, and from ill language to blows. An hundred fwords were 
<irawn in a moment, but they were thronged fo clofe together, that thOT fought with 
the points of their fwords up, ftriking one another with the pummels, anUr making fuch 
a noife, that one would have thought they were going to cut one anotlier in pieces. 
The duft flew fo thick, there was no feeing one another, and the field of battle being 
near the harbour, the people ran thither in crowds, fcitring there were many killed ami 
wounded. There was much crowding to part the combatants, hearing iheir cries, and 
the clattering of their fwords ; but what abundance of rational fober p(.'Ople could not 
do, was done in a moment by four drunken Englifhmcn, who, to make way to go to 
iheir fbips, began to throw Hones fo furioufly, that every man thought themi'eivcs happy 
enough that his legs were found enough to»run away, d'hofe who w'cre fighting, not 
thinking it fafe to ftand that fliowor of itonos, made their efcape in an inftant, Ibnie one 
way, and fome another. 

I repaired to our monaftery, where my fever, which had granted me no refpite, in- 
creafed, and kept hie in bed a month, being forced in that timeto be fix times blooded 
again, and that while our fliips were gone. Before 1 could continue my jourmw into 
Italy, I took the opportunity of going to the flirine of St. James the apoltle in Galicia, 
and, to that purpofe, aflbeiated myfelf with a Milanefe religious man of the third order 
of St. Francis,’ with wiiom I embarked for Porto. A ftormy fort of gale carried us 
thither in a few hours, from whence we went by lea to Birona, and from Birona with 
much difficulty afoot to Compoftella, where we vifited the famous church of St. James 
the apoftle. The canons of this church are all, clad in fcarlet, and called cardinals. 
They told us, that none mull fay mafs at the faint’s altar but prelates and grandees ol 
Spain, for which j eafon the facriftan would not permit us to lay at that altar. The 
faint’s flirine is placed on the altar, with his image upon it, fo that the pilgrims who go 
thither for their devotion, afeend four or five fteps, and put their hat on the head of th;it 
effigies, ‘vvhich is clad like a pilgrim. 'I'here are abundance of filver lamps about if, 
but they arc all black, as if they were of wood. Having laid a Pater and Ave, we 
went away ; and the Father told me, that if he thought it was as he found it, he would 
never have come into the country. I lodged at a goldfmith’s, w’ho treated us at table 
with Florence wine, Bolonia lauiage.s, and Paniu lan cheefir ; vvhich .made me admire 
that Italian wines and provilions fhould be found in fo dillani a country, and w>e may 
.well fay, it is the garden of the v.orld. 

M'e had received information thitt, at Cape Finifterre, there w'as a Ihip ready to fail 
for Cadiz, which made us hallcn our departure. Juft as the captain was going into 
his boat to embark, we got thitl'cr; and, though 1 knew' he w^as a heretic, I begged 
of him to give me my pallage to Cadiz aboard his fliip lor God’s fake. He, without 
anfwering, made me a fign to go into the boat, which, when I had done, I'eeing he 
had not anfivered me, and perhaps becaufe he vlid not underitand uSpanilh, 1 fpoke to 
him in Portuguefc; then he anfwercd I was welcome, and that he would not only carry 
me to Cadiz, but to Seville, if I would. I thankyd him for his charitable uffer ; but 
my companion, who would have been glad to be in fitch a habit as mine, was forced 
to pay for his pallage. It was a great F.nglifli man of war of feventy guns, and three 
hundred men, loaden with anchors, and other naval (lores. It was bound by order of 
“ His 
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His Britannic Majcily to all the ports of Spain, to find out twenty-four frigates belong- 
ing to. that crown, lent againfi the Turks, and was to furnilh them with what they 
wanted. 

When we were out at fea, I faw the captain with a profpedive glafs cndeavi ured to 
difeover fome fails that appeared at a great diftarcc ; after which, he went ii ‘o his 
cabin, and talked to his officers in Englffh, wiio went to give out orders, and pre ently 
after the drums began to beat, and the fokliers to take their polls. My conipanio:; and 
I gueft they making ready to fight, though wc faw no fliips, but they liaci ken 
them. We dire&ed our courfc lowards rh.en!, lailing with a fide-wind, and addin;- two 
fmall fails on the fides of the main-fhect ; I'o that liaving fourteen fails ab:'ard, vve Hew 
like the wind itfelf, and cut the v uter in a nu.ll violent manner. 

Within an hour we came up with the two fhips the captain Itad defcrlcd* and they 
having put out no colours, he gave them a gun to bring them in ; but they k tlng thc'y 
were two to one, and, doubtlefs, never imagining our fliip was fo well maimed, aa- 
fwc'i'cd with a bullet, and, at the fame time, wc heard from one <1 thofe fliips a con- 
f lik'd noife of voices as it were of people that complained. Our captain faid he did not 
queflion but one was a I'urldfli vefk'l that had taken tlie other which was a Chrilllan, 
and it proved fo. At the fame time he furled hl.s fails, and grc. c them a broad-fide of 
tw enty guns, which made fuch a thundering a ', would daunt the braved heart. It was 
liappy for us w’e had the wind, which carried all our I'inok:.- upon the Turks. Yet they 
fired like madmen from both fhips, for the prize was manned wiih 'rurldlh fallors and 
fofdiers, and the poor Chriflians were forced againfl their wifi to helj) at the guns, the 
chief of them being put into irons, 'fhe cannonading caiiiinued an hour antf a half, 
and, not knowing what tlic event might be, the Father of the third order and I con- 
loflod to one another. He was vexed at heart to be in that biilin. ls, but 1 armed my- 
felf witii patience againfl whatever might happen, v.i?i!!i no frill reached me. 

Our captain perceiving the light wasjikc to hohl, caui'ed oue of the enemies to be 
hoarded, grappling with them to come to liandy llrokes. Tiicn it was wo began to 
hear the groan., and clcs of the poor wounded men lying about the deck one upon 
another, and ferving to fliehcr thofe that fought, d’lis attack w-as fiirfous, and llie re- 
fiftancc vigorous ; but the enemy being inferior in number, began to git e way and 
yield. Our men without lofmg time leaped aboard, put the Turks in irons and let 
tlie Chriflians at liberty, who took up arms to be revenged cf the infidels, and to 
fecurc the liberty they had newly obtained. Tfic other velicl being left alone lied for 
it, but our brave captain f ,on had all things in order, and put men ahoar.l the prize, 
w'hich being lefs than his lhi{>, co'ild l:.;tter purfue the other that lied, which being 
loaded with goods taken From Chriflians was foon fetched up by ;he other we had 
taken, that had nothing aboard but provlfions and ammunition. 'J’hc'v fired fome 
guns, but perceiiln;’; our great fhip came up and was within cannon-fliot, yielded. The 
lieutenant, who had tlie command of the firft given him, \Vnt to take poileifion of the 
other, jnitting the 'I'urks in irons, and releafing tfie Chrilliuns, who were in number 
iouiTcore in all, failors, merciiants, and paiTengers, beiides tueli e that were killed : of 
the Turks there were a liundred and thirty, the roll being e'iher killed or dangcroufiy 
wounded. 

The three Hups drew clofc together, and our captain ordered all the Chrilllrins to be 
brought before him, who all knelt down to thank him for tlieir deliverance out of the 
hands of thofe barbarians : ho alkcd w ho was their captain j and a lufty man half H ript 
told him in Spanilh it was he; and afterwards in Portuguefe, which our captain iimler- 
ftood better, gave an account how they liad been taken : that failing from Malaga 

voi.. .\vi. ij 1; ‘ laden. 
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Jaden with wine, and being out of the ftraits' near Cape St. Vincent, that Turkifli fhip, 
which carried no good^, but was well manned with about two hundred and twenty-live 
foldiers and failors, had attacked him, and being much the ftronger made themfelves 
mailers of his vefiel after Ibme refillance. The captain bid them go drfefs themfelves,. 
and take poffeflion of his Ihip again, making the Englilh come out. They returned' 
, him abundance of thanks, and begged of him to convoy them to Cadiz, fince he was 
bound thither as well as they, which our captain granted them. The Englilh divided 
themfelves, litme aboard our lliip, and fome aboard the Turk, put all.thingvS in order, 
and held on their courfe rejoicing that they had killed two birds with- one flone, having 
taken the d'urk, and delivered the Spaniards, among whom there w'ore fome Neapolitans, 
Milanefes, .and Flemings. * , 

As we proceeded on our voyage, making all the fail we could, the Iky began to 
grow dark on a fudden ; and fearing fome ftorm was gathering, we lowered our fails, 
which indeed was done jull in time, for but a moment after the wind blew fo outrage? 
o\dly that there was no keeping the Ihip to her courfe, but Ihe was left to the mercy 
of the w'ind. I'hen were there heard throughout the veflel fuch hollowing and calling 
as increafed the terror of approaching death j yet the captain bid us fear nothing, for 
that the fliip being new would certainly bring us off : however we did not ccafe to offer 
up our fervent prayers. The Father feeing we were every moment in danger of pcrilh- 
ing, told me weMiad done ill in going aboard thofe heretic?, who are always under 
excommunication ; but I anfwered, “ Thofe who travel about the world muff make a 
virtue of ncccllity.’^ In the meanwhile the man at the topmaft-head cried, Land, Land. 
I'he captain ran up, and perceived we were on the coaff of Barbary, the ftorm having 
carried us a great way up the Mediterranean 5 for which reafon, before any Turks might 
difeover us, be gave orders to ftcer towards Oran, a ffrong place belonging to the 
King of Spain. We got thither in lefs than an hour, the wind blowing fo hard, and 
gave Cod thanks for delivering us from the J’qrks, the wind, if wc had not minded it, 
carrying us dircclly to Algier. 

Our captain yvent afliore next morning witli foinc of his oflicers and the Spanifli 
captain ; they went to the governor, and gave him an account of our fight, and he in 
the name of His Catholic Majeffy thanked the Englilh. This fortrefs feeins to be of 
great aonfequcncc, and in a manner impregnable ; it is well provided with cannon, 
and very ferviceable to Chriftians when they are drove by ftorras upon the coaff of 
Barbary, there being no other place where Chriftians can put in. Next morning the 
wind being fair, we weighed anchor, and loon arrived at Cadiz. 1 had thoughts of 
going alhore to our monaftery, but the captain told me,» that he having fome bufmefs 
at Seville had hired a bark to go thither, and that if I plcafed he would carry me in it 
for God’s fake, which made me not negfeft fo good an opportunity. 1 ffaid about a 
day till he had difpatched forne bufmefs he had at (^adiz, and then we fet out, carry- 
ing thirty men with us to 'row in cafe the wind failed us. We touched at St. Lucar, 
ffaid there fome hours, and having kept going all night, arrived at Seville. I thanked 
him for fo many favours 1 had received of him, declaring 1 was fo much the more I'en- 
lible of their greatnefs, bccaufe 1 could not have received more from a Catholic. He 
made me fuch an anfwer, as implied that Capuchins were iij good effeem among 
them. 

I went to our monaftery, which is great confidering our poverty, and[ has a con- 
fiderable number of religious men. There I continued eight days, as well to reft 
myfelf, as to fee the town, which would not be unlike Milan were the ftreets handfome 
and wide : the dome is nothing inferior tg that at Milan, only that it is not of marble, 

*4 but 
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but of a (tone foraewhat like it, yet fofter and eafier to work. It is the cuftom 
throughout all Spain to make their choir and high altar in the middle of the church, 
particularly in cathedrals, which is very inconvenient where there is a great refort of 
people, though otherwife they are great and ftately ftruftures. The fteeple is fo large 
and well-built, that a man may go up to it on horfeback, or in a litter : going up to 
It, 1 was furprifed to fee fo many bells, for there are no lefs than three and thirty. 
Whilft we were there they came to ring them, and all being to ring but two or three 
that belonged to the clock, we made hafte down for fear of being ftunned with the 
terrible noife of their clattering : as foon as we were in the ftreet, they began to ring 
with fuch a noife, that it founded as if all the bells in the town had been rung. 

1 went to fee tlte King’s garden, which is fine enough, and has abundance of water* 
works, orange and lemon trees, yet there is nothing in it but what w’e have in Italy 
in greater plenty. I vifited the convent of the Recolets, which is very large, but of 
an ancient ftruiture; there arc in it above one hundred and fifty religious men, befides 
thofe in the infirmary. The bell they ring to call to the refedory is twice as big as 
that which ferves our church. The canons of this city are very rich, and always go 
in coaches drawn by four mules : they then expeded Monfeigneur Spinola an Itaiian, 
who had the archbifliopric of that city conferred on him. 

I fet out from thence a-foot for Cordova, palling through Carmona, and other fraall 
places, of w'hich I will give no account for fear of tiring the reader ;• yet I cannot for- 
get the wretched road, where there is neither houfe nor tree, nor fo much as w'at*r to 
cool one’s mouth, to be found. This made me provide a bottle of wine, which 1 
had through the ainilance of a gentleman I met on the road, who bought it for me, there 
being no hopes of having it given me for God’s fake by the inn-keeper. And were it 
not for people of quality that relieve us, it would be impofiible for Capuchins to live 
upon charity according to their ways, the people being wholly llrangers to giving of 
alms. Being in a town where we havp no convent, I begged fome bread for God’s 
fake of a baker, which w^as fo furprifing to him, that he Hood in amaze like a man 
befides himfelf : I left him and his bread, for fear, it I lliould beg any longer of him, 
he would be quite befide himfelf. I continued my journey, begging of God that he 
would loon let me get out of a country where there w'as fo little charity. 

Being come to Cordova, I went to our monallery, where I was forced to be jj^isfied 
with the Spanilh diflt they call Olla Podrida, lignifying a rotten pot ; which name is 
not improper, for it is an extravagant medley of feveral things, as onions, gaiiic, 
pumkin, cucumber, wliitc-beots, a bit of pork and two of muttrm, which being boiled 
with the reft are almolt loft. . 'flic fatliers afleed me whether 1 liked it : I told them it 
was very fit to kill *me, being as I was almoft lick, and fo weak that I had need of 
fome better reftorative than that Podrida, to which I was not ufed. 'Phey put fo much 
faftron in it, that had I not bcen|pllow enough already with my diftemper, that alone 
might have been enough to dye my Ikin of that coIoih.' It is a great dainty for 
Spaniard.s, but a feurvy mei's for thofe that are not ufed to it. 

The cathe^iral on the outfide looked to me bigger than all th.e town, and I was not 
deceived, for being in it, I was amazed to behold a church i'o large, that from one 
fide of it a man can fcarce fee the wall on the other ; and were it. proportionable in 
height, it would be one of the wonders of the world : there are on thg infide ten rows 
of pillars, and fifteen pillars in each row : the middle ille is very fpacious after the 
modern manner, and gilt about the* high altar and choir. A canon told me there 
were, in it three hundred and fixty-lix alttirs; on the chief of them is a- very large 
tabernacle all of precious Hones, which has a revenue of three thoufand livres appru- 
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priated to it. In a large cliapel there is a great filver ciborium that weighs ninety-fix 
ounces. I obferved upon a pillar ftanding by itfelf, a man painted kneeling : they 
told me it was the pifturc of a Chriftian who had been many years a flave in that town 
when it was in the poflelfion of the Moors, and had with his nails carved a crofs upon 
that pillar : it was fliewed me, and a man would have thought it had been done with 
a penknife. I believe he was very long about it, for the pillar is very fine marble. 
This city is fituated in a great vale, a river running by the w'alls ; formerly it ran 
through the midft of the city, which was then very large, but at piefent indifferent, 
anil has in it nothing elfe remarkable that I know of. 

I fet out for Alcala la Real, and met with forae Spaniards, who told me that Anda- 
lufia was ^hc garden of Spain : w'hereupon 1 laid to myfelf, God keep me from the 
reft of Spain if this be the garden, I had better return to fea. That town {lands upon 
a hill, and I faw nothing remarkable in it. Granada, whither I w'cnt next, is a 
beautiful and very large city, but yet inferior to Seville. Our fathers have two mon;ifteries 
there, one for a novitiate, the other to ftudy ; the cathedral is not yet finifhed. The 
palace of the Moorifli kings, called the Alhambra, ftands upon a hill ; which, though 
very high, has plenty of w'ater. There are flich abundance of rooms in this palace, 
that a man may lofe himfelf, as if he were in a labyrinth. There are tw'o baths, where 
the Moors ufed to wafli theml'elvcs, one of hot water, the other of cold : the ceilings 
of the rooms are'Vcry curious, being made of a coloured plaffter that ftill looks new. 
Th#c is another hill on which the infidels did put holy martyrs to death, and where 
abundance of relicks are kept. 

from Granatla I went to Lcrenna, the wine of which place is looked upt)n to be the 
beft in Spain', but the people fpeak fuch ill Spanifli, that they arc hardly to be under- 
ftood ; they call them Bifcalins. 1 held on nty journey to Aiuequera, a town as big 
as a city. I refted there eight days, in one of our monafteries ; and the guardian, 
who did me a thoufand good turns, would Jiavp kept me there as long again. Thence 
I went to Malaga, which is an indifferent good fea-port town, very populous, and 
full of trade. The archbifhop is a Dominican, brother to Don John of Auflria : I was 
told his revenue was worth eighty thoufand ducats a year. 

I l.iy there waiting feme opportunity of fhipping, and finding myfelf ftill very ill, 
my blocding at the nofe, ears, and mouth, not being over, I put myfelf into the hands 
of an Englifh phyfician, who had fo much fuccefs as to mend my condition, for I 
bled only at the nofe ; for eight days I was pretty well, and then relapfcd as bad as 
ever. After waiting fome weeks, a very good opportunity offered : fix Spanifh galleys, 
returning from the ftraits of Gibraltar, came to an anthor. in the port, to take in 
provifions, and go winter at Carthagena : I applied myfelf to the Marquis of Bayona, 
who commanded them ; he was then called Marquis de Santa Cruz, having refigned 
the title of Bayona to his fon, wJio is now general of |j|le galleys of Sicily. That noble 
lord underftanding I was lift' Italian, did not only grant me iny paffage, but would 
have me aboard his galley ; and though 1 could fpeak Spanifh, would have me con- 
verle with him in my mother-tongue, becaufe he fpoke Italian to perfeflion, having 
been formerly general of the gallies of Naples and Sicily. The priefl belonging to 
thole galleys having been left fick at Carthagena, during our paffage I had the polt of 
chaplain, and confelfur to his excellency. 

Our voyage lafted fifteen days, and in that Ihort time I found what it was to be at 
fea in gallies ; 1 envied their hapjnncfs who were aboard great fhips, which are more 
commodious and expeditious than galley.s. The bad weather made us put back three 
times i a calm enluing, wo made way with our oars ; dil'covering a fail by the nioon- 
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light, the oars were hard plied to fetch it up : when we were near, Ihc fet up Englifli 
colours, yet we hemmed her in, and gave her a gun. She anfwered, and the captain 
launching his boat, came aboard His Excellency. That veffel appeared like a moun- 
tain to us that were aboard the galleys, the ftern was all gilt ; they were cruizing upon 
the Turks, whom they mortally hate : and did all princes follow their example, 1 be- 
lieve thofe wicked pirates would fcarce fliew their heads at fea. 

We held on our courfc to Almcria, where we continued two days, laying in water 
and other frefli provifions ; the town is neither large nor populous, but feems to have 
been confiderable in the time of the Moors, being encoinpafl'ed by mountains, and 
defended by a good fort : it is adorned with abundance of fountains of very pure and 
wholeforne water. As I wr.s there, quenching my thirft, proceeding from the fever 
and efi'ufion of blood, I heard the warning-piece for failing, and returned aboard the 
galleys. We fet out about night-hill, being fainted by the fort, and in our way 
took three Turkifli brigantines ; the men were diftributed among the gallies, and the 
veffels manned with Chriftians and 'I’urkifti Haves. At laft w'c arrived at Carthagena, 
where is an excellent port formed by nature, Ihut in with mountains and very fife, 
cfpccially for galleys. The town feems to have been formerly confiderable, but is at 
prefent the moll wretched place in Spain ; for after the inhabitants had Honed their 
biliiop, they were feven years without rain, but it feems God took compaffion on them 
after that, lor now it rains twice or thrice a year ; however the country is barren, 
and they carry bifeuit thither out of Italy, to maintain the people belonging to the 
galleys that winter there. Thence 1 went to Cairavaca, where I faw the lioly crofs 
brought by an angel IVoni heaven, tind fet on an altar where a jirielt was faying mafs 
v.'itltout a crofs. 1 went on to V.deiieia, a very fine city, delightful for its gardens, 
the plcalkntell of which is the arclibilhop’s. 'I'hcnco to Murcia, and Alicant, a little 
town, but (.f good trade, the hoiili s high and well built : having flaid there five days, 
I continued my journey through 'J'ortitfa and larragoiia, where tiiere is a beautiful 
dome, and tlien came to Moiulerrat : this place infpi”es refpecl, and d?aws tears from 
tlie eyes of thofe wiio go ihitlier with a fpirit of devotion, d'here are»as many chapels 
as mylleries of the holy roftry. One would think all the way to it was hewed 
out, it being ail tluough a iMck. There is a very great number offilvcr and gold 
lamps, and lomc of amber, the ornaments of the altars being anfwerablc ft) that 
grandeur. There are continually pilgrims on the road going thither, or returning from 
thence. 

From our Lord of Montferrat, I went to Barcelona, the capital city of Catalonia, 
and a bilhopric : I cefided thdle fix weeks, becaufe of a pain 1 felt, which made me 
unfit even to ride a horfeback. Three monafleries we have there, are out of the town : 
that of St. Matrona is upon the fide of a hill under the fort, and in the church 
is the body of that faint. The facond is that of St. ubalig, where that faint’s houfe 
Hood, among the mountains, two miles from the city, an^ that is the novitiate. The 
third is that of Mount Calvary, not that it is feated on a mountain, but it is fo called 
becaufe of three crofl'es there are in it : to this it was 1 betook inyfclf, becaufe it is 
the greateH, and has an infirmary. Thofe Catalonian fathers received me with extra- 
ordinary civility, el'pecially when they underHood 1 came from fo far a country. The 
city is large and beautilul, abounding in all things neceflary for human’life, and would 
be the moH confiderable place in thofe parts, had it a fafe harbour for great fliips. 
I took notice of the inufic they ufc upon rejoicings, for inftead of violins at weddirfgs, 
they have fifes and trumpets, which make the church lhake. 

During 
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During my (lay at Barcelona, there came thither one of our lay-brothers, whofe 
name was Peter de Seffari, from Argier, where he had been ranfomed among other 
flaves by the Catholic King : he had been taken fix months before, with F. Luis of 
Palermo, in their way front Cagliari to Saflari. Thofe two Capuchins being carried to 
Argier, F. laiis found no difficulty to get his living by preaching, maffes, and hearing 
confellions, and could befides pay his mafter to whofe fliare he fell, fo much a month 
as they agi ced upon ; for which reafon he was not put to the oar, but was allowed to 
go about the town freely : fo when they were about ranfoming of him, his mailer fet 
him at three thoufand ducats, w hercas the brother was fold for three hundred, being 
only fit for the oar ; and it being eafier to raife that (urn, he w^as firfl: ranfomed. I pro-^ 
pofed to him to go into Italy, and his head was fo pofl'effed with his late misfortune, 
that he gave me to underhand that his only defign was to return home as foon as he 
could. We refolved, therefore, to lay hold of the opportunity of a bark bound for 
Sardinia, the captain whereof, 1). Carlos de Pifa, a very devout Catalonian, received 
us very courteoully : we were two hundred and fifty fouls aboard that bark, wliich fet 
fail wdtii a fair gale, 'i'he w'ind being v^ry briik, we had made much way, and w'ere 
entering the gulph of Lions, when the weather becoming boillerous, it grew to ofie 
of the moll terrible llorms imaginable, the waves tolling our bark like a nut ffiell, 
and mountains of water covering of it every foot. The diforder, confufion, and cfpe- 
cially the cries oT the women, terrified thofe that were molf inured to fuch tempells. 
The w'orlt of it was, that the feamen could not hear one another, with the noife of the 
,fea and of the pafl'engers, w'hich obliged the captain to draw his fword, to drive all 
thofe under deck who could not help, but only ferved to hinder the failors ; all upon 
the deck and in tlie cabin were wet ; the vell'cl feemed to be ready to overfet with the 
beating of the fea, w'hich drove all the people to that fide which inclined, when a 
wave liruck againll it with fuch violence that it broke the laffiings of one of the guns. 
The cannon being loofe ran down to the low^cr fide with fuch fury, and gave fuch a 
fhock, that it l?as a wonder the bark w'as not ftaved ; the noife it made increafed the 
terror, w'hich the darknefs of the night fpread. The failors wet and fpent, refolved to 
Jet the bark run before the wind, provided llie did not run aground. 1 thought wdth 
inyfelf, how comes it about that I who have twice crofled the ocean, Ihould come now 
to be ^Jl;owned in a puddle of w'ater ; for to fay the truth, I never thought myfelf fo 
tiear being call away as at that time, feeing one of the malls fjrent, the fails half-rent, 
the bark battered, and the feamen all call down. This llorm lalled all night, fo that 
we knew not whither we were going. About day-break the fea feemed to grow fome- 
what Hiller, and the Iky clearing by the fifing of the Tun,, we difeovered mountainvS, 
which were not above a league from us, and found we were on the coall of Spain 
near Cape Gala. So that perceiving I was drove back, and had in fix hours fpace loft 
near as much ground as I made in fix months, 1 refolved to go no more to fea. However 
we foon took heart, for v^iilll we were making to Ihore, there ftarted up fuch a frefli 
gale from the north, that the pilot thought it would not be amifs in fome meafure to 
regain the time and ground we had loll. We bent our courfe for Catalonia, and in a 
few hours arrived at Mattalona, our pilot’s native country. 

Being come to an anchor, 1 landed with my companion whom I had not fecn during 
the llorm, and we w'ent to rell us at our convent, which Hands on a hill without the 
towm. I deli Tiled to have Haid there fome time, but underHanding the pilot would fail 
up to Abhuia, w hich is a better liarbou% I fullered myfelf to be tempted to make ufe 
or that conveniency; being willing to put to lea again, as foon as I was afltore, becaufe 
the dillenipcr I Hill laboured under. In a few hours we got to Ablana, and uvent to 
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cur monaflery feated on a rock in a peninfula joined to the town by a fmall heck of 
land i fo that the fea ferves for an inclofure to the monaftery and garden, which I 
thought the fineft fituation of any convent of our order, the air being very teinperajte. 

1 acquainted my companion that I intended to flay there fame time, in order to return 
home through France, a more worthy oljjcct for my ciiriofity than bardinia. The crew 
of our vcffcl, and particularly the ofliccrs, who were all llaliant?, hearing of it, came to 
confeflion to me, cxprefling how much they were concerned that I fhould leave them. 
'J’hcy failing agaiu for Sardinia, I refled eight days in that delicious place, and then fet 
out with two companions for Girona ; fo that 1 faw almofl all Catalonia, which is a 
very fruitful country, and the people extraordinarily well tempered. From Girona I 
tvent to liigueras on the betrders of Spain ; wlionce crolling fomc mountains,. I entered; 
upon the earldom of Roufdlon, and the firlt town of it called Cerat. 

From Cerat 1 went to Touy in the vale of Perpignan, and I remember I there paffed 
over a river upon a bridge that has but one arch, the feet whereof reft upon two hills, 
fo that the middle of it is a prodigious height, and frightful to look down. They fay 
there is not fo high an arch in all France, and for my part I muft own I have not feen 
any like it in all thofc parts of the world where I have been. I faw all the country 
about full of foldiers ; and alking what might be the reafon, was told, that country had 
once belonged to the crown of Spain ; but being fmee under the dominion of France, 
and the price of fait being raifed, the people had revolted j for which rl'afon troops had 
been font thither from Languedoc to quell them. 

Perpignan, which I faw next, is a fort rojal leated on a high rock, encompaffed by 
three lofty walls with good ditches, and well ftored with cannon. J o appearance it 
looks impregnable, yet the Moft Chriftian King took it after a liege of eight months?* 
which was the eafier for him to do, becaufe tliere is a very populous town adjoining to 
the fort ; for had it been a fort alone without a town, eight monihs had not been enough: 
to ftarve the place, where they might htve laid up three years provilion. Our monaf- 
tery there is vviihout the town. 

llaving palled the n.^uiUains, I came to Narbonne, tlirough the midft of which there 
runs a river that falls into the fea a league olF. 'I’he city is not large, but very papu- 
lous, as ajfe all the cities and towns in France. The churches are not beautiful, but 
there is fuch a refort of people to them, efpecially upon holidays, that there ij^«l'carce 
room for the prieft to turn himfelf at the altar. 'J'he priells of the church of St.Juftus 
are habited like monks. I’hc two fteeplcs have a notable echo, which is plcafant to 
hear. 

Next I faw the tq,wns qf I.anguedoc and Provence that lay in my road, whereof I 
fhall fay but little. Beziers ftands on a hill in a delightful country, and w'cll watered ; 

I went to the cathedral to fee the archbilhop Monfigneur de Bonzy, a Florentine, but 
he w'as then abfent. He has been fmee made archbilhop of Toloufc, and Ilis Moft 
Chriftian Majefty’s ambalfador at Madrid. Yet the King'Jillows him the revenue of 
his bilhoprick, till it is bellowed on another. In this church 1 took notice of a very 
large organ over the great gate, where there are only thofe pipes that appear outward’ 
in light, the others being dillributed by three and three among the pillars, whicli m-akes 
the chyrch lhake when, they play, though it is extraordinarily great, which is a notable 
piece of curiofity. . 

Tholoufe is a city worth feeing, for the great number of relics kept there, as alfo for 
its greatnefs, and the number of its inhabitants ; which made rae take care not to go -by 
the ebsrehes when mafs or vefpers were ending, the throng being fo great that it would 
have forced me back. 
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Agde, an andent town, where was held the coundl called Agatenfe. In our moliaf* 
tery, which is on the ftrand, there is a miraculous image of our Lady ; for the fea hav- 
ing three times fwelled up to the town, has never encroached Ance tne image was placed 
there, but rather gone back, for which reafon it is called Noftre Dame de Gud 

Arles, an archbifhopric, and populous enough. 

Martegues, a place curious to behold, for it is divided into four hamlets built upon 
the fea, with bjidges from one to the other. We have two monaAeries, one at each 
end of the town ; in one of which there are fourteen religious men, and twelve in the 
other ; and there being none cd' any other order, they hear confeflions there, as they 
do in France, Spain, Germany, and fome parts of Italy. The only fupport of this town 
almoft is frilling, there being eight hundred tartans fdr thispurpofe, bcfides a vaft num- 
ber of little boats that cover a great part of the fea. 

Thence I went to Aix the capital city of Provence, and to Marfeilles, a conAderable 
town, and of great trade, yet not fo large as I had fancied it. The harbour is very 
handibme and Me, more efpecially for barks and galleys, becaufe great fliips cannot go 
in loaden. There I law twenty Ave galleys laid up clofe by one another, and in tile 
inidA of them the royal galley, which all veffels that come into that port falute with a 
gun. Her Aern is Ancly carved, and gilt. True it is, Aie is not fo big as the royal gal- 
ley of Spain I faw at Carthagena, which carried the emprefs : this town has three forts, 
of which the now one at the mouth of the harbour has three walls, and four on one 
Ade. His Mo A Cdiriltian MajeAy has caufed the wall that inclofcd the 11 de next to the 
hill to be thrown down to enlarge its compafs, which has brought our monaAery into 
the town, and wall make it much more conAderable, being Ailed with a vaA multitude 
of people of all nations : feveral bodies of faints, and abundance of relics are to be 
feen there, particularly St. Andrew’s crofs. I went to fee the churches of St.Maximin 
“Md St. Beaumc ; they arc places that inlpire devotion, and draw tears from the hardeA 
hearts. ^ 

I took Aiip for Ciotat and Toulon, 'i’his is an indifferent town, but the port very 
conAderable, and capable of receiving any number of the biggcA veffels : I faw the 
Royal l.uis, w'hich muff: be Aniffied by this rime, and carries a hundred and tw'enty 
guns ; it has three galleries, and the Aern all gilt, as are the Ades, head and cabins. 
The gjider that w'as about it told me they had already laid out three ihoufand crowns 
in leaf gold. 1 took the opportunity of a veflcl bound for Savona : the ArA day we 
failed right afore the wind, and at night put into Si . Troinpe.s j but the next day the 
bad weather forced us into a place where there weii' but two houl’es, at a great dillance 
from the city Grafl'c, which Hands on a hill encompaA'ed ..by other hills, fo that we could 
fcarce fee it at fea, and therefore w-e muA cither go thither, ‘or Aaiwe. Finding myfelf 
fomewhat hot of that which the phyfieians at Marfeilles called a hedtick fever, maWng 
me unAt to travel, I lay down to llcep under a tree, but hunger would not fufl'er me 
to clofe my eyes. Being lS^us weary of myfelf, and not able to go to Grafle as the 
others did, I knew not w'hat courfe to take, when God, who has always relieved me in 
diArefs, as I have often found by experience in my travels, ordained that I Aiould meet 
a perfon that to me feemed of fome note, and faid to me, “ Father, what do you here all 
alone ?” “ My diilcmper,” faid I, “ wdiicli you may difeern l^ my looks, has made 

me Aay here ; Jbut at prefent hunger torments me more than my lever.” He anfwered, 
“ 1 am come in that covered felucca you fee near that rock, and it is mine; I have 
caught fome pilcliers, if you pleafe we will fup together.” The offer was very pleaAng 
to me, as any mati may imagine, and fo I follov/cd him very readily. We wgtt into 
the felucca, where two feamen had made all ready. “ How Aull we do,” faid he, 
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“ fot we have no bread but bifcuit ?** “ Any thing is good in the time of need,” faid 
I, ** and I have been often without bread or bifcuit.” That good man talked to me in 
Portuguelei which I admired, being fo far from that country, and therefore I afked him 
whether he was a jPortuguefe. He told me he was not, but that he had been there 
fomerime. 

We began to eat and drink, without regarding that the fun (hined violently hot in 
our faces, hunger making me lay about me, and giving an excellent relifh to any fort 
of meat. Having eaten, and given thanks to Almighty God, we walked along the 
fhore difcourfing* together ; I ftepped forwards alone to fee a dolphin that made a noife 
in the water, as if it had been fighting with another fifli, and was bufy throwing fome 
ftones at him. When i had done, I looked about and found that good man did not 
follow me, which made me turn back for fear he Ihould be gone before I could return 
him thanks ; but I fought him in vain, nor could I difcover the felucca. I went back 
to the place where it lay, and faw nothing, which put me almoft befide myfelf. And 
indeed when I refled upon it, I cannot tell what to think. One thing I know, which 
is, that having carefully examined thofe that were left aboard our brigantine, whether 
they had feen that felucca that came to the fliore with three men in it ; they anfwered, 
they had feen no creature, though they had been all the while alhore fifliing in that 
little creek. I held my peace, and in my heart thanked God, the fource of all that 
is good, for that he had been pleafed, without any defert of mine, ‘to relieve me in 
that diftrefs, into which I had fallen for his fake. Whether it was by the hands of 
a man, or of an angel, I could not tell, but I felt an unfpeakable comfort ; and fuch 
it was, that had my health permitted, I fliould have certainly returned to pongo, fince 
I could llill make ufe of my miflioner’s patent which was not yet expired. 

Next day we went aboard, and failing before the wind, arrived near to Nice ; bufc 
the port not being fafe, went on to Villa Hranca, where I went to oUr rnonaftery, whicK 
looks like a paradife amidft fo many high mountains, and fo many uncouth rocks. 
Three days after, I fet out aboard a Genoefe galley, which carried me fafe to Monaco ; 
this is a place of couf.derable ftrength, very pleafant and delightful.. Thence I took 
the opportunity of a brigantine bound for Savona ; but w'e had like to have perilhed in 
a ftorm, and were forced back. I would not truft the fea again, after finding it fo 
mercilefs and uncertain, for fear left, after fo many dangers as I had gone thtoligh, I 
fliould at laft be fliip wrecked in the very harbour. I thought the land would be more 
favourable to me, and making fliort journeys, took my way through Menton, St. Remy, 
which is as it were the paradife of Italy, Savona, Seftri di Ponente, and Genoa. In 
the moT’..ftery calleil the .Conception, which is without that city, I expeded my fupe* 
rior’s o:-ders, having fent them an account of my return. A violent fever which held 
me forty days, had like to have done the work a hedic fever could not perform in 
three years. It was a comfort for me to be among my acquaintance, who did me abun> 
dance of favours. 

During that time brother Michael dc Orvietto came to Genoa from Congo, being 
fent to Rome by the fuperior, to reprefent to the holy congregation de propaganda fide, 
to what a low condition that raiflion was reduced, moft of the miflioners dying in a 
fliort time, and only three remaining in the whole kingdom. He brought us news of 
the death of D. Alvaro King of Congo, and the eledion of another as devout as he. 
Befides, he told us that the Blacks had eaten F. Philip de Galefia, a miflioner of the 
province of Rome, which happened iii this manner ; the great men having obtaifted 
leave «f the King to burn fuch forcerers as they could find, went to a place where they 
knew they were got together, and fet fire to their cottages. As foon as the flame began 
VOL. XVI. . c c to 



194 


VOYAGE TO COKGO BT ANGELO AND CARLL 


to rife, they fifed, and meeting with F. Riilip in their way, fell upon, killed and eat 
him j which the Blacks who purfued them faw by the light of the flames, and carried 
the news to St. Salvador. This happened in the province of Sonde, where a duke who 
is the ,King*s fubjeft refides. 

Contrary to all expeftation I recovered, and paffing through Piacenza, came to 
• Bononia, where, God be praifed, I am at this time with fome relids of my diftemper, 
left me by the great fatigues of my travels, thinking my time well enough fpent, if but 
one of two thoufand feven hundred children and youths I baptized, obtains falvation 
through my miniftry. F. Michael Angelo, before he departed this life, told me he 
had baptized three hundred and fixteen ; and it is no wonder we Ihould baptize fo 
many in fo ihort a time, the people being innumerable. A. Black told me that a Maco* 
lonte had got fifty-two children upon feveral women. God of his mercy preferve thofe 
that for the future lhall be appointed for this million, for fear if they fail, all thofe 
people Ihould turn Pagans. Be it all to the glory of God, whofe judgments are incom- 
prehenfible, and the means he ufcs for our falvation various and wonderful in ail 
refpefts. I defire the readers to pray for thofe poor converted Ethiopians, that they 
may perfevere in the faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and that we may all together attain 
to our defired port of the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 
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AND 

SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES, CHIEFLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICK. 


Sj Father Juvlou Merolla da Sorrento, a Capuchin and Apofiolic MiJJioner in theATear id82> 

Made Englilh from the Italian.* 


THE author’s preface. 

T he author of our falvation Chrift Jefus, the only begotten Son of God, defcending 
from the bofom of his Father to vifit our tottering manfions her^ on earth, never 
had greater defires than to teach us by his word and works the fecure and infallible way 
to heaven, and thereby to deliver us from the horrid and deplorable flavery defigned 
us by the devil and his minifters ; and wherein we were all miferably involved by the 
'fin of our firft parents. Hence it is, that after his moft glorious afcenfibn, he com- 
manded his difciples to go preaching his moft holy word through all the habitable parts 
of the earth : and that in defence thereof, if necellity fo require, they fhould be read^ 
to Ihed their deareft blood, which all tl^e apoftles and martyrs have accordingly done 
in obedience to his moft holy commands, and for the good and propagation of thd only 
true Catholic church. Now, becaufe the preaching of this word of God to a people 
that were wholly ignorant thereof before, was one of the greateft of ipiritual undertak- 
ings, Father Francis da Montelione, a Capuchin Friar, and native of the province of 
Sardinia, determined to go to Congo and other neighbouring kingdoms, to exppfe his 
life for that purpofe ; and the rather by reafon that thofe people, efpecially the Giaghi, 
were fo far from paying any adoration to the true God, that they facrificed direftly to 
the devil ; and what is yet worfe, their oblations were not ftieep and oxen, but men 
and women. Being thus eameftly refolved, this Friar, inflamed folely by fervent 
charity, requefted cn the Tacred college de propaganda Jidc^ permiflion for himfelf and 
his companions to eiFe£l what he had thus propofed ; and to the end he might not be 
thought to have any regard to felf4ptereft, he proffered to go gratis^ thereby depriving 
himfelf of what had always been accuftomed to be given by that college to miluoners, 
and trufting entirely to Divine Providence for fupport. Having obtained leave for him- 
felf, he further begged of the faid college that I might go as his compaiuon, wluch 
bdn^ likewile granted, I accepted the honour and great fiivour done me, though 1 was 
but fittle capable of fo_,difEcult an undertaking, either in refped of my health or ability. 
■What follows is the produfl: of feme few years’ obfervations in thofe parts, which, 
though fhort and imperfed, yet 1 aflfure my readers is wholly true, and that Specially 
which I have affirmed myfelf to have bfeen an eye-witnefs of. 

* ChuTchill's CoU. i. 531. 
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Aothori pro Argumento Operis. 

QITISQUIS amat Congi fines peragrare nigrantes, 

Africa ei Mthiopum cernerc regna^ domus ; 

Mthram flammanteniy multiplex clima locoruniy 
Diverfum tegmen corporis^ atqiie togas ; 

Quadrupedum ‘variant fobolem^ variumque ferarum 
Ortutn, ferpentum lethiferimque genus ; 

Nubivagas acium turbas, volucrcjquc loqpaccs, 

Fluminis et ponti fqiiamiger unique pccus ; 

Obliquos amncs^ jucundo murmure rivos 
Currentes^ •vajlos cequoreofqae finus ; 

Arboreos fastus, ridentes graminc ripas, 

Plantarum fylvas, fruhifcrumquc ncmus ; 

Multipiices frudusy cpulasy cfcafquCy cibofquCy 
Quas humus Europee fundere ng/ira nequit ; 

AffeduSy morcsy naturasy prcelia, ritusy 
FadOy guhernaculuniy jus mulicbre fimtd*; 

Flventus, cafusy prceftantia mira Jiuparem 
Auribus ac mcntiy luminibufque fuis, 

Perlcgat hunc libruniy qua dixi namque vidcbity 
Ut propria fpedans luce Meroi.la rej'ert. 

Fr. Angelus oe Neap. Piccardus. 


A VOYAGE TO CONGO, ^c. 


I’AHT I. 

O N the 5th of May, in the year of our Lord 1682, and under the pontificate of His 
Holinefs Pope Innocent XL, we fet fail from Naples in^a felucca for Corfica and 
Sardinia, and arrived at Baftia the capital city of the former, on ’^hitfunday, where, 
meeting with a Genoefe fiiip ready to go for the falt-pits, the wind being favourable, we 
immediately went on board her, and foon came up with a large Genoefe floop, with 
only three men on board. ' We hailed her, and begged of the mafter to tranfport us 
miflioners to the bay of Algheri in Sardinia, whither we were bound in quell of fome 
of our companions. Our requell being readily granted, we^ exchanged our velTel, and 
coafted along the illand, often endeavouring to enter the bay ; but the wind proving 
contrary, were as often forced back to fea. We had recourfe tp our prayers, becauie 
in great diftrefs<for want of provifions : however the Divine Providence, that orders all 
things for the bell, faw it not convenient that we Ihould be fo heard as to . land where 
wedefired*, and therefore, inftead of fuffering usto proceed on our voyage, we were 
driven back to a fraall port near the point. Here niy compjpiqn, being well acquainted 
with the country, would needs gdalhore and climb a fmall mountain, intending to beg 

a lamb 
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a lamb for charity of Ihepherd he could meet ; as foon as he reached tne top, he 
begata to call out to its. below with great earneftnefs, requiring us fpeedily to come up 
to himt Where, when we came, we plainly perceived that, had we turned the point, 
we hw infallibly fallen into the clutches of a Turkilh corfair that lay there upon the 
catch.’ To be the better convinced of this, we took our glafles, and found what he 
Ihewed us to be real ; befides that, fome coral barks he had chafed afl'ured us of the 
truth of it. Then began our mafter to lift up his hands to heaven, and to offer up ac- 
knowledgments^ wiih a flood of tears to St. Francis for having delivered both him and 
his companions from fo imminent a danger on our account. 

U’he night following, the pirate being wholly out of fight, and we probably out of 
danger, we went' again on bf^ard our Hoop to profecute our interrupted voyage. In few 
hours after arriving at Algheri, we faw near an hundred Genoefe barks fifliing for coral, 
which, it fecms, greatly abounds in thofe feas ; as alfo for tunny-fifli, and feveral other 
forts, whereof there is great plenty. At our landing in the bay, • we immediately dif- 
patched a meflenger to the fathcr-giiardian of our monaftery, to acquaiwhim we were 
come afhore, and 10 defire him to fend us a horfe to carry our baggage to the convent. 
Inftead of a liorfi he fent an ox, that being the beafl of burden commonly made ufe of 
in this country, 'i his feernod very ftrange to me, efpecially when I undcrltood that he 
was lik(. wife a pad upon occafion, and all this by rcafon of the extreme fniallnefs of their 
horfes ; which 1 w'as the more oufily induced to believe,’ when fome Portuguefc gentle- 
men tolil m<> that the fame was done in the ifland of Cabo Verde, fubjecl to them, 
where there was a breed between oxen and fhe-afles, which they compaffeU by binding 
a frofh cow’s hide upon the fhe-afs, and this to the end that the cattle bred of them 
might be expeditious. The confideration whereof I refer to philofophers. 

In this city I (laid about a month, waiting for my companion, w'ho was gone aboqt 
the ifland in fearcli of the other miflloners, who were to go with us to the kingdom of 
Cojigo. During my flay the l^ifltop of the diocefe made a folemn entry into the city, 
and Ihewed hiinlelf to be much devoted and well afleftcd to our order ; for the next day 
after his arrival at his palace, he came to our convent to vifit us. Moreover, on the 
feaft of St. Jolin Baptift, the patron of our church, he aflilted vrith us at mafs. Like- 
wife, as a farther inllance of his favour, having been informed by fome of our brothers 
that I was going on a million to the Southern Afric, without any extraordinary provi- 
fion of neceflTaries, he gave me a letter of recommendation to feveral of his friends in 
Spain to fupply me with what I wanted ; which kindnefs of his, as it happened, was 
of no ufe to us, becaufe we touched at no port in Spain. 

My companion teturning, brought along with him only one friaf, named Father 
Francis de Bitti, a preacher, the reft having been detained by fome bufinefs. All 
things being now difpatcbed here, and finding a Ihip of Provence ready in the harbour, , 
we immediately embarked and failed towards that country. Tlte captain being nephew 
and brother to two of our order, ufed us very courteoully, not only while we were on 
board him, but after ouj^ landing, inviting us to his houfe, where we ftaid for fome 
time ; and to complete his civility towards us, underftanding that the King of Portugal’s 
fleet waited at Villa Franca to carry His Royal Highnefs the Duke (tf Savoy to Portugal 
(whither he was going to folemnize his nuptials with the Infanta of that lungdom), he 
would needs take a felucca at his own charge to conduft us to that port, where we foon 
after arrived, and were received with great joy and civilities by the Portuguefe com- 
manders, telling us that if we could not find conveniences elfewnere in their fhips,’ we 
might oblige them in accepting of their own cabins. 

3 Our 
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Our fuperior, Father John da Romano, coming from Genoa with Father Amedeo lla 
Vienna, and a fecular prieft of Piedmont, we all fix went afltore to a convent of our 
order, where We r emain ed three months, and had every week a charitable fubfiftence 
of two wethers, a fmall calk of wine, and fufEcient bread fent us by thofe gentl^en, 
befides other prefents made to the monaftery on our account. 

, The delay the fleet made to fet fail lafted in all fix months, and which waa occafioned 
by the duke of Savoy’s falling fick, and growing worfe every time, he refolved upon his 
dq)arture ; which politicians tell us happened through the providence of God, and for 
the benefit of Italy. 

Not before the 4th of Oftober, being the fcaft of our glorious patron of St. Francis, 
did the fle^t put to fea, the wind north. For our better accommodation our fuperior 
had ordered our company to go but two in a Ihip. Himfelf and his Piedmontefe com- 
panion went on board the admiral, the count of St. Vincent commander. I and Father 
Amedeo wett in the Ihip called the Fifcal, commanded by Signior Gonfalo de Cafta } 
and the othemWo in Don Lewis Lobo’s fliip, named the St. Benedict. This laft perfon 
had been viceroy of the kingdom of Angela in Ethiopia. His Angular piety and kind- 
nefs to us was fo remarkable, that I cannot omit giving one particular inftance of it. 
The I ft of November being come, when we were to bid a farewel to flelh, and the land 
of Portugal being in view, but which we could not reach that day, he fent a boat aihore 
on purpofe to fetdh us refreftiment, to the end we might pafs the laft day of our carnival 
with the greater fatisfaftion. 

On the 2d of November, being All-Souls-day, we entered the port of Lilbon about 
fun-fet. Thq waters here are a proportional mixture of fait and fweet ; the latter being 
plentifully poured out by the river Tagus, fo famous for its golden fands, and not un- 
like the Lydian Padolus, according to Juvenal and others : 

Quod Tagus, ct rutila Pailolus volvit arei^a. Juvenal. 

Hie certant Paditole tibi Duriufque Tagufque— S il. Ital. 

Quod^ue fuo Tagus amne vehit, fiuit ignibus aurum. Ovid. 

Here we were obliged to make ufe of a pilot, (this port being near as dangerous as 
the Fafe of Meffina,) and that by the King’s orders, to prevent any more wrecks, too 
many having happened here already. This kindnefs is ufed towards friends, but as for 
enemies they are left to the mercy of many lharp rocks, and of feveral well-fortified 
caftles and forts. 

Our veflTel coming to an anchor, we entered our boats and landed, not at the ufual 
place Belem, or Bethlehem, by reafon of the too fwift eddy that ran there, but at the 
palace royal, between the hours of one and two at night. Not knowing the way to pur 
monaftery, we endeavoured to get a guide, but there was none to be had, though a 
religious man that came with us, and was well provided, offered a confiderable reward 
to any that would Ihew us the way. At laft a negro natiti^ of Congo conducted us 
gratis, protefting the many favours and civilities his countrymen had received from the 
religious men of our nation moved him to it. As foon as we came to the mo- 
naftery, after ringing the bell, our guide was ready to begone :• we entreated him to 
accept of fome feward, or, at leaft, of a glafs or two of wine for a refreftiment ; but 
though the people of that nation are immoderate lovers thereof, yet could he not be 
prpv^ed upon to accept of a drop, which made me have a more than ordinary aifl^i^on 
for the people of Congo. * 


Whilft 
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Whilft I was at Ltbm I yiSted the houfe where St. Anthony of Padua was bom : it 
is now converted into a church j and though rich in relpeft of its ornaments, is good in 
regard of itS'ftriiaure, being both low^ and built in the angle of ,a ftreet. . I vifited 
likewiile the panochial church and font of baptifm of the fame faint : the church is now 
called St.£ngraca» which, after it had been many years building with a vaft expence, 
fell down, and was at this time ereftihg again. I likewife paid my devotion to the con- 
vent of the Canons Regulars, amongft whom St. Anthony lived for fome time, ^nd 
whofe flatue, in, the habit of this order, is placed over their high altar. Their church 
is alfo the chapel-royal, and the burying-place of the kings, and of feveral heroes of 
Portugal. 

I fhall not bufy myfelf in any farther defcription of this famous city of Lifbon, its 
worth being already fufficiently known, and its fituation admired. 1 lhall only add, 
that its port is fo large that it runs out thirty miles in length, though the bay before 
the city is but fix miles over, and that its cuftom-houfe is confiderably ^ployed with 
entries of pearl, incenfe and ebony, from Arabia, of rubies and emerdRs from Ben- 
gala, of caflia and ambcr-greafe from Ethiopia, of cloves, cinnamon, and nutmegs 
from the Moluccoes, of flaves, ivory, and civet from Congo and Angola, of great 
varieties of filk and linen from India, of I'ugars, tobacco, and feveral forts of wood 
from Braxil, and of divers commodities from other places, which I have neither room 
nor leifure to enumerate here. • 

Not having fpent above a month in this city, I looked out every day for a fhip to 
proceed onward on my voyage ; for this purpofe, I addrelTed myfelf to a captain of a 
Ihip, and defired of him to let me go as his chaplain to Brazil : he told me he could 
not accept of me as a chaplain, having one aboard him already, but go with him 1 
might if I pleafed as a palTenger. I thanked him kindly for his proffer, but withal 
acquainted him, that my fuperior had commanded me to go in no other capacity } and 
fo I took my leave of him. , 

It happened a little after that another fhip bound for Brazil, having ptud off her 
chaplain and left him afliore, fet fail with all imaginable expedition ; ^ut me had not 
been many days at fea before fhe was tolled with fo violent a tempeft, and threatened 
fo many ways with deftruftion, that fhe was glad of a turn of wind to drive her back 
again to Lilbon ; the captain vowing never to fail again without his fpiritual guide at 
whatever rate. Upon his landing therefore, being acquainted that fome of us had a 
mind to go for Brazil, he courteoufly received and promifed me all the accommodation 
his veflel could afford, my companions being already provided. This coming to the 
firft captain’s ear whom ] before had applied myfelf to, he began, with what reafon I 
know not, to be in a great paflion, affirming that I ought not to have promifed another, 
fince he had firft proffered to carry me. 'I'he caufe of this ftickling about us I guefled 
to De by reafon that we w'ere to do our office at eafier rates, for Capuchins are to have 
only their table free : when by the laws of Portugal, a prieft or other religious perfon 
is to have not only his d^t, but likewife a ftipend of fo much a month, and when he 
comes to land muft have moreover a houfe hired for him, and three Carlinos a day 
allowed him. This put the captain into fuch a paflion, that he threatened to challenge 
him that had taken .me aboard, and would have done it had not all the reft blamed 
and condemned his proceeding. . 

The I ft of December we went on board, but for want of a wind could not fail till 
the, 8th, b^g the feaft of the Immaculate Conception : we were in all five Ih^, in 
two of which went our other two companions. Father Amedeo da Vienna and Father 
Francis da Bkti. Having left Lilbon, I wafted a farewel figh towards the beautiful and 

12 happy 
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happy Eutope, and immediately after we fell into thTe gulph of Mares, fo called from 
the furious agitation of its waves. We had now over* againft us the ifland of Madeira, 
which before its being inhabited was all over woody, and thence had its name Madeira, 
in Spanilh lignifying wood, but after being difcovered, it was by fir<| rendered ex* 
ceedingly fertile. Its prefent inhabitants have a more than ordinary defire to a convent 
of our ordci- among thetfi ; but for want of religious men thofe pious inclinations have 
been laid afide. I am very lure that a gentleman of that illand came once to Lilbon 
on purpofe to folicit that affair with the ^ng of Portugal, at the requeft of the devSut 
inhabitants. 

from Madeira to the ifland of Palma are threefcore and ten leagues : this Palma is 
one of the, Canaries, and whither we muff go from Madeira with a ftrong convoy to 
prevent pirates : from thence w e may fail forward unguarded without any fear of danger. 
Thofe that are bound for Brazil fteer towards the height of Cape Verd, fiiuate in four- 
teen degrec^f north latitude, and dillant from Palma about two hundred and fixfeen 
leagues. SaRng near three hundred leagues more, you come into the torrid zone, 
and have the lun perpendicularly over* your head. Hence the latitude of either 
pole is reckoned by degrees, each of which is genc'rally computed at fixty leagues j 
but becaufe the degrees may differ in many refpefts, I lhall leave their number of 
leagues undetermined. 

Our voyage nSw was fo profperous, that every Ihort fpac$ of time Ve found our- 
felves conliderably advanced : but notwithftanding the many brilk gales of wind we 
bad,* the heat, by reafon of the propinquity of the fun, was ftill prevalent ; and 
though we w^re in the midft of winter, made us cnnfiderahly I’weat and bnguilh. At 
length by the grace of God we pafled the equinoctial, when it has often happened that 
others have been kept under it for fome time with no final) prejudice to their health, 
and frequent danger of their lives. . 

I think I lhall not much interrupt the thread of my relation, if I mention. here a 
certain ceremony ufed by the mariners the day they cut the line. A fort of court* is 
*eredled among them, and by confent of the commanders ; then two judges drefled ac- 
cordingly .fit at a table, where they take full cognizance of all fuch as have not yet 
pafled the line j thofe they find, they upbraid them with having lived fo many years, 
and not having yet cut the line ; and then, as if it were a great crime, they mulft 
them according to their quality : fuch as were not ready to pay their fines, or at leaft 
willing to offer fometbing, are feized in a trice, and by a rope about their middles 
hauled up to the main-yard-arm, whence they are let thrice fuccefllvi ly into the fea. 
From this punilhment or a fine none are exempt, and it Is faid that.with the latter they 
maintain a church. 

Whilft the winds gently played their parts, we now beg in to devote ourfelves to 
fpiritual exercifes, continually celebrating mafs ; morning and night we fung the RolSry, 
and in the evening the Litany. On holidays we had always a fermon preached by one 
or other of us. Our fhip was dedicated to Our Savioujji the BlelTed Virgin, and 
St. Jofeph, which made us to celebrate the Holy Nativity with more than ordinary fo- 
lemnity. Thofe merchants that were on board us not 6nly adorned the altar with the 
richeft things they had, but likewife hung the outfides of our fliip with feveral carpets 
and rich clojhest, the air being at that time ferene, and the fea calm. Having juft then 
finifhed my Lent, and it happening to fall out on a Friday, when we were obliged to 
fiift:' by the rules of our order. Providence fo ordered it, that that very night ^ flying 
filh pf a confiderable bignefs darted againft our fails, and dropt down into oiir fhip : 
this fiih, with a great deal of pleafure, our captain prefented me, and which was re- 
ceived 
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ceived with no fmall thanks by me ; for God knows how much I had fufFeVed during 
that whole courfe of my ahftinence, flefh being the only provifion of oi!r Ihip, and 
my conftant diet boiled lentiles, bifcuit, and {linking water. The difficulty of getting 
fiffi I believe vral partly fcontrived by the feanien on purpofe to make me break my 
Lent, they having often told me, that in fuch long voyages as this, there was no ob- 
ligation to abftain from fleffi ; but I thank God, notwithftuncling their opinion, I ftill 
perfevered in my duty. 

On twelfth-day, about two in the morning, we difcovcred a flar fo large and lumi- 
nous, as is almoft incredible to believe : the captain declared he had never feen the 
like, though he had failed thofe fcas forty times. This, faid others, may probably be 
that guide which on this day conduced the Magi to Bethlehem. But* for rtiy part, I 
am of opinion it was no other than the planet Jupiter. 

Daring all this time we had but only one calm Iralf day, and that the captain propofed 
to fpend in fiffiing. Here it is moft wonderful, that having call the lead||in that vaft 
ocean, and ten degrees from the line, we found but ninety foot water. Among other 
fiffi we took one called the Dorado or Gilt-filh, and truly not without reafon, having 
’‘perfefl: rays of gold on his back, and being moreover excellent meat. This feems to 
me to be the fiin Martial fpeaks of in his thirteenth book, v/here he fays, 

Non omnis pretium laudcmque aurata mcretur. 

The prey this fiffi moft delights in is the flying fifli, with which thefe feas greatl^ 
abound, and which is like to our fea-fwallows, and unlike them only in that it has 
blue back ; the flying fifli has this particular unhappinefs, that it is neither I'afe i n 111 
air noi' in the fca, being perfccuted by the birds in tire former, and by the golden fi 
in the latter. 

On the 17th of January we arriv'ed aj Baia, or the city of San Salvador in Brazil, 
fituatc in thirteen degrees of fouth latitude. The port of this city is not a little re- 
markable, whether it hr' for its capacioufnefs, or its fecurity for fhipjjing^ the latter 
being occafioned by two mountains on either lide the entrance of it, as like wile by its 
diftance from the fea. 

At our landing we met a widow carried in a net with a pole through it on the 
flioulders of two black flaves, with morning clothes wrapped about them, and the 
net covered with a quilt, at the four corners whei'eof marched four women flaves. 
This at firft fight being a thing new to me, I took to be a corpfe going to be buried, 
and upon enquiry found it to be a Portuguefe widow. I thereupon demanded, “ Why 
being a Chriltian flie had not a crofs carried before her and immediately alit of pure 
charily and devotion fell to faying the de profundis for her foul. This occafioned an 
immoderate laughter in the ftanders-by, who began to gather about me, whilft I hang- 
ing down my head, and perceiving my miftake of a living woman for a dead, was glad 
to fteal off as faft as I could. 

I'he ordinary fort of thdfe nets I fpoke of have only one pillow or cufliion in them 
whereon either to lie or fit ; thofe for the women have a carpet under to.lit on, and another 
over j and the women |lavcs, whom they call Moccomas, being the fame that wait on 
them in their chambers, walk by their fides. The richer fort of pepple have thefe 
coverings like to the tops of coaches, with curtains on each fide, but then the nets 
change their names to Palangas, and ate much in ufe, not only in Brazil, but likewife 
all ovec Ethiopia. 

This city of or San Salvador is the metropolis of all Brafil, and . has both a 
governor equal in power to a viceroy, and an archbifliop. The fliores of this, king- 
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dom are cliiefly inhabited by Portuguefe, beginning at the river Della Plata, and extend* 
ing to that t)f the Amazons, as likewife up as far as polnble into the country. Be- 
yond, the natives have their refidence. The principal traffic, here is for tobacco and 
fugars, of which, every year, great quantities are fetched away by**^the Portuguefe 
ihips, and that not only from this city, but likewife down the rivers from San P’rancifco 
‘ and Janeiro. 

To uphold the fugar-works, a vaft number of flaves is required, as well to planfeand 
cultivate the canes, as to provide fufficient fuel for the prodigious furnaces that are em- 
ployed both night and day : ff)me there are who have no lets than five hundred Haves 
for this purpofe, and whole labour is fo hard, and thoir fuftenancc fo fmall, that they are 
reckoned 'to live long if they hold out feven years. 

So great is the application of the Brazilians to this traffic of tobacco and fugars, that 
few or none take care to till the ground, or fow corn. Hence it is that all manner of 
provifions afp exceflively dear in thofe parts. Their bread is generally made of the root 
of the herb Mandioca : the way they have to propagate it is by tearing off a branch of 
it, and burying it in the earth, when in a Ihort time it will call forth a root, and fhoot 
up a ftalk and leaves like to our lupins. At certain feafons of the year they prefs the* 
juice out of the ftalks and leaves by a fort of hand-mill, and that ferves them either for 
drink or broth. , The fame cuftom is ufed likewife in the kingdom of Angola, and other 
places. 

Filh is extremely dear in this country, there being but very few that apply them- 
'%elves to catch it. Flelh likewife is at a great rate, and that by rcafon of the great 
diftance of paftures, infomuch that cattle often either die by the way in bringing, or 
elfe are harraffed to fkin and bone by their journey. Water alfo, that neceffary ele- 
ment, is fcarce, and what they have is, for the moft part, brackilh ; fo that a traveller 
in thefe parts mull of necellity provide himfelf as well with this as with viftuals. 

Fruit they have here of many excellent kinds, and which, though dill'erent from 
ours in Europe, yet is no lefs palatable and nourifliing. Among others, there is a fort 
of palm called Cocoa, whole nuts flioot out with a ftalk in a duller to the number of 
twenty, more or lefs, at the bottom of a thick crowd of long, lharp, and bending leaves, 
not unlike feythes : each of thefe nuts is of the bignefs of a flalk with its ftraw cloth- 
ing, with two rinds, whereof the latter being fawed afunder, ferves for cups to drink 
out of. Its fruit is of an excellent favour, and white as milk, but very fubftantial ; in 
the midft of it there is about an ordinary glafs-full of liquor, which, while the fruit is 
green, is in greater quantity, though not fo pleafant, but, as they fay, cooling ; yet 
when ripe, they fay it becomes hot. This fort of palm is to* be fdUnd in Ethiopia and 
in the Eaft Indies, and, in time of year, by tappmg, affords a great deal of wine. 
Here is another kind of fruit called Pdamao, w'hich grows on a tree moftly without 
branches, and whofe trunk is like to a beam adorned W'ith leaves and fruit ; each leaf 
produces its fruit like to melons and pumkins in fhew as well as talle : the feed is like 
pepper, and has fomething of the talle of it ; the ftalks onPwhich the leaves grow, are 
long, like the lhoo|s of our vines in Europe, bowing with the weight of the large leaves, 
and four or five fpans long. 

Another fort of fruit-tree is the Banana, but which may rather be termed an affem- 
blage of leaves interwoven and twilled together fo neatly, that they form a plant about 
fifteen fpans high ; at the top it throws out one duller of fruit like to a bunch of thofe 
grapes which we, in Italian, call Corriiole, and which is, of itfelf, a fufficient .burden 
for one man : every berry of this duller is about a fpan long, and a^ thick as one’s 
wrift, with a rind like to an orange. When the fruit is once gathered, you cut down 
thu tree to make it fprout anew, infomuch 'that being once planted, and thus ordered, 
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it will often be readv to offer a grateful return to its planter. This fruit the natives cal^ 
led Cacchio, and which, even while green, they gather and hang up in their houfes, 
where by degrees it ripens, and grows as yellow as gold : when dry, they cut it acrofs 
the middle, ancMt'taftes much like to a dried fig of Calabria. The leaves of this plant 
are fo neatly ftreaked and fleeked, that one would think they were rather the work of 
art than nature : they are generally about ten fpans long, and about three in breadth. 
Many are of opinion, and argue that thefe were the leaves our firft parents covered 
their nakednefs with, after tranfgrelfing the divine precept in Paradife ; which is not 
unlikely, becaufe of their length and breadth before-mentioned, and becaufe in fome 
countries this fort of fruit is called a fig; and the Scripture tells us they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves ; vnlefs it were that fig, in India, which the Arabs^and Per- 
fians call Mouz, and the Portuguefe the Indian fig, one leaf whereof ferves for a table- 
cloth at a feaft. 

The fruit Nicefi is much of the fame kind with the former, being produced by a like 
plant, and difagroeing only in, that tliefe are fornewhat lefs. This fruit Being cut in 
the middle, or any ways except in length, Ihet.s a fort of Iketch or rough draught of 
a crucifix, and which I take to be more wonderful than that of the fruit of the plant 
Baruth, vulgarly called the Paradife fig, wherein, when cut, is to be feen plainly the 
impreffion of the Greek letter tau^ when in this our fruit is as eafy to be difcovered the 
figure of our Saviour upon the crofs. * 

For want of a conveniency to carry me farther up into the country, I was fain fome- 
times to rely upon the relations of others, but then I always took care to take thent, . 
from perfons of credit and natives of the place. I was told that, higher up; there'* 
were vaft woods of large citron-trees, which feems not improbable, if we confider the 
great quantity of candied citron-peel preferved, and brought yearly from thence. To 
ripen them, they bend down the tendereft branches of the tree, and cover the citrons 
with earth, whereby, they foon become foft and yellow, and are pleafant to eat. I for- 
bear to mention the many fruits that are to be found in thefe woods, and will confine 
myfelf to fpeak briefly ot the trees. . 

The trees in the forell arc fome of them fo vaftly great, that large boats, called 
Canoos, are made out of them all of a piece. One of thefe I faw in the port of Baia, 
higher than one of our feluccas, as broad, and of length fufficient for ten or eleven, 
men to row with long oars, having only the rudder added to it from another tree. This 
I muft tell you was fomething extraordinary, for commonly they row thefe boats with 
oars like Ihovels, and that, ftanding more or lefs on a fide as occafion ferves. The 
Indian fifliers have other forts of boats made of reeds raddled together, afid which ferve 
their turn well enough, for they value not the waters coining in, having no clothes to 
fpoilj In this country there is great quantity of the wood called Brazil wood, fome red 
of the colour of porphyry, and another fort quite black like ebony. Here are alfo fome 
trees that diftil the true balm, others that produce a kind of oil, called by the natives 
Coppaiua, and which is an ^^bfolute cure for green wounds, as likewife a remedy againlt 
old aches, and good to comfort the ftomach. A third fort called Almefega, which 
diftils a liquor like to frankincenfe, and ferves to Beal contufions and bruifes in nny part 
of the body, and moreover comforts the ftomach if taken inwardly. There are alfo 
fome plants to be met with here named Bicoiua, or nutmeg, whofe juice is a great 
relief againft,* if not an abfolute cure foj, fluxes and gripes. 

Not many yet^s fince cinnamon was firft ordered to be brought hither by the King 
of Portugal from the Eaft Indies, with exprefs command to the captains of fliips, that 
they Iliould deliver it to the reverend fathers of the Society of Jefus, who about four 
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miles from the city of Bjua, have a marlh belonging to them, where it has thrived to R 
niiracle. The birds likewife, by picking the feed, and dropping it about the country, 
have mightily contributed towards its increafe ; for when I was there, I faw many little 
trees of it in feveral places, and which could not have come thither by any other means. 
Alft) at my being there, the. trees that were firft planted were begun to be flawed, and 
about fourteen pounds of the bark ready to be fent as the firft-fruits to the King. 

I imagine I lhall not much ftray from my fubjeft, if I give fome light here into the 
origin or the natives of this country from a certain Francifcan writer,, who writ in the 
Portuguefe tongue, and had his information from the Hollanders. He fays, that thefe 
people came from the iflands of Swedeland, cither bycaufc of the great colds that reign 
there, or ^being thrown on thefe coafts by a tempeft. I’hc Indian natives of Brazil 
have the name of Tabareos, and thofe born of a Portuguefe and a native are called 
Cabollos. The former fort arc of a brownifli complexion, have long ftraight hair, with 
little round eyes, and thick well-fet bodies of a middle fize : their clothing is no more 
than they came into the world udth : they maintain themfelves with hunting and fruit, 
which is the reafon that they feldom cantinue long in one place, but wander about 
according to the feafons proper for that purpofc. Sometimes they feed upon man’s 
flefh, ^ind that upon the following occafion : when any one of their relations or friends 
fall defperately fick, before he grows worfc they knock him on the head, and cutting 
his body to pieCts, diftributc it amongfl the reft to eat ; alleging, “ that it is much 
more honourable for him to be devoured by them, than to be preyed upon by worms 
,^nd infetTs.’’ And thus, as they have lived like beafts, fo, like beafts, they die. 

I was tol4 by one Father Martin, a Capuchin, . who had lived fourteen years in thofe 
parts, and was then fuperior, that thefe fort of people arc very apprehenfive and docible, 
and that though they could not read, yet they would ling and aftift at mafs and vefpers. 
This Father told me likewife, that he had brought over great numbers of them to the 
true faith, and tliat they were in appearance fo'good ChrilHans, that, when they were at 
church, (I fpeak this to our confulion and ftiame,) they might be feen kneeling on both 
knees like ftatucs, without the leaft motion ; and though they heard any noife, not one 
of them would offer to loolt behind him, or fpeak the leaft word, thinking it a facrilege. 
He added further, that at firft he found great difficulties in learning their language, but 
that at length, in the fpacc of four years, he made himfcif an abfolute mafter of it. 

And becaufe that thefe people lived without a ruler and government, when he came 
among them, the fame Father chofe out the beft among them for their governor, and 
whom the reft readily obeyed. He then reduced them to our way of living, and 
brought them to cat their meat at due times of the d^y, whereas before the pot was 
always ready, and they did little elfc but eat and drink. He taught them alfo to plant 
their hfandioca fpoken of before, and inftrufted them in the art of fpinning and weav- 
ing their cotton, to the end that they might conceal thofe parts whicli decency require 
Ihould be hid. He told me likewife, that before that time he had met with but one 
among a great number that had any thing to cover his nakednefs, and , that was given 
him by a millioner. 

This Father, in procefs of time, Kbeoming perfeQly fkilled in their language, and 
being moreover well-beloved by them, had a more than ordinaly opportunity to incul- 
cate roligjon into them ; and which undertaking of his was likewife facilitated by their 
having no idols or worfhip among them at the time of his attempting it. Their notions 
of' a deity are., that there are two great perfons much in favour with .God, and they 
pray for tliem continually ; but who thefe perfons are they cannot tell yet, which 
may be eafily excufed, in regard that fome of them believe nothing at all. Plow 
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zealous they are for their new religion may befeen by the following ihftance; — 
A certain wizard, inftrufted perhaps in his hellilh fcience by fome Blacks that 
had run from their mafters, was on a time feized by them, and carried before 
Father Martin, by whom, being' fharply reproved for his wicked praftices, he was let 
go, on condition that he fliould forfake his horrid profefTion. But this readinefs of his 
to promife rather proceeded from want of liberty than from any inclination to recant ; 
infomuch, that in a very fhort time he relapfed into his former error, and was feized a 
fecond time by fuch as did not think fit to releafe him any more without the lofs of his 
head. This done, they dragged his body before Father Martin, to whom they addrefihd 
thcmfelvcs in thefe words : “ O t.ear Father, you are too forward in forgiving : thefe fort 
of people may prove a great check to the growth of our new religion, and therefore we 
have lopped off the head of this wicked wizard, to prevent his doing any more mifehief 
among us. Here are his head and body to difpofe of as you lhall belt think fit.” And to 
give them their due, they are more than ordinarily careful to proteft the facred truths 
eftabliflied among them. 

The ficlh they eat is generally that of wild creatures, killed by them in great abun> 
dance with their bows ; and efpccially of a fort of ferpent called Bomma, which they 
love inordinately. This ferpent, alter he has w'cll filled his belly, falls alleep j and 
being fo found by the hunters, they dart their arrows into him, and kdl him. They 
fay his flcfli is exceedingly white, and well rclilhed, and in fatnefs much like a hog. 
After they have cut off his head, and torn away his bowels, they devour the reft of it 
greedily. At a certain fcaft in Baia, I obferved the windows, inftead of tapeftry and 
arras, adorned with the Ildus of thefe ferpents, as wide as that oi a large ox, and long 
in proportion. 

Father Martin having taken care that the Indian governor cleCftcd by him Ihould pay 
obedience to the Fortuguefe, it foon happened that a mutual commerce was eftablilhed 
between both nations ; and though the merchandize of the former w’as but of fniall re- 
turns, yet it nc'i erthelef- ferved them to clothe their nakednds, and^ro furnifii them 
with iron for their ufes. The things they traded in were chiefly Brazil wood, fkins of 
beafts, divers forts of monkeys, parrots of all kinds, and the like. Of thefe lalt, the 
hens are called, in the Indian language, Coricas, and are obferved to be far more lo- 
quacious than the cocks. Araras arc another fort j thefe arc about the bignefs of our 
capons, and have long tails of divers colours. The paroquets are equal to our thruflies 
in bignefs, and generally green, whereas the others, for the moft part, are grey and 
crimfon. They all imitate thediuman voice when tauglit. 

Apes and monkeys, likewife, they have of all kinds, but none without tails. One of 
thefe forts is very much eftcemed ; but no lefs difficult to tranfjiort into any part of 
Europe, becaufe of the cold ; they arc called Sagoris, or Sagorini, are no bigger than 
dormice, and are kept in cotton in muffs. Thofe few monkeys that are brought to 
Portugal are bought by the ladies there for about a piftole a-piece ; and if they be of 
both fexes, the price is much greater, and they ferve for a ccnfiderni)lo prefent. Thefe, 
and many other things no lefs curious than gallant, are brought by thefe people to fell 
fo the Portuguefe all along the coafts of Brazil. Such among them as have no genius 
to trading voluntarily ifft tliemfelves in the Portuguefc fervice for fo much a month or 
a year. 

Becaufe I have before begun to fpeak of birds, I will here give fome fhort account of 
the oftych ; if I may have leave to call that a bird, which is more beholden to its legs 
than its wings. In this country the oflrich is called Hietna^ and is of that largenefs as 
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may be gUeffed at by the dimenfions of its egg : I have feen both young and old, little 
and great, of them : their feathers are of a light brown, and their wings ftrengthened 
by a double joint. They eat all forts of food, and will digeft wood and iron, both 
whiK^ they greedily devour. Their eggs they lay in the fand, wherewith they cover 
them, I know not whether out of defign that it Ihould ferve them for a tomb or a 
cradle ; for it ofien happens that, not remetnbering where they have laid them, they 
by miftake hatch thofe of another, and the chicken is no fooner out of the Ihell but it 
Ihifrs for itfelf. Wiien they run from you, they only raife one wing, and for the reft 
trpft to their feet, whereon they have but two claws on each. They are fo fwift, that, 
provided they have the wind for them, (which they dways take a great deal of care to 
procure,) they will out-run a horfe in his full career. When the hunters have a mind 
to take them, they always follow them full fpeed, and with a long hook Itretched forth 
catch them, if can, by the neck ; which, if accomplilhed, they fodn conquer, and 
have enough to boaft of all the remainder of their lives. 

Before 1 leave Brazil to proceed on my voyage, I muft take notice of another fort of 
hunting there, and that not of animals by men, but, on the contrary, of men by animals, 
and thofe of the fmalleft lize. You mull know, then, that here is a fort of worms almoll 
invifible, which are called, in the country language, Nigua, which, hopping upon men’s 
toes for fome timf like fleas, afterwards penetrate the Ikin, and hide themfelves between 
the flelh and nails of the toes. This at firft gives a pleafant tickling, but at length they 
grow to the bignefs of a vetch, and occanon a great deal of paiir, reducing the patient. 
It not timely prevented, to a manifeft danger of either lofing his toe or foot. When they 
have thus entered the fkln, the only way to get rid of them, and reftore the part, is by 
paring away the flefh, fo far at leaft as is iniecled ; for they are of a fort of venomous 
nature, and will rot and corrupt whatever they lie long upon. For my paft, I have 
experienced both the pain and the danger of them. But a certain French friar of our 
order was more particularly plagued wdth them ; for had he not had fpeedy recourfe to 
a fkilful furgeon, he had infallibly loft all his toes. 

Some will needs have thefe worms to be one of the ten plagues of Egypt, fent by 
God to humble Pharoah ; and Father Michael Angelo de (iuattini, a (Capuchin mif- 
fioner to the kingdom of Congo, hints as much in a letter to his father from Fernam- 
buco. 

In the iflands of Cape Verde there is another fort of worms that penetrate the heel, 
and thence creep up under the Ikin like a horfe-hair. The way to extirpate thefe is 
either to fcarify the flelh as before, and fo flop their progrefs ; or elfc to feize them by 
one end, and by little and little to draw them out whole. * Of this fort Della Valle 
fpeaks in his travels ; but his, it feems, were of a more contagious kind, and of a much 
longer fize. 

During my ftay at Baia, however diverted, my mind ftill ran on purfuing my 
voyage, and confequently my chiefeft bufinefs was to enquire for Ihips bound for 
Africa. We were but three of us, and heard of one, but that was not to depart 
, in four months; therefore fo great delay could not at all fuit with our defirfes to 
be gone. At laft we lighted on a fmack or brigantine, which was to fet fail the firft 
fair wind, and whofe captain proffered to carry us to Angola. His kindnefs we 
readily accepted : but whilft we thought ourfelves fecure of a paffage, tjie governor 
of .Brazil commanded him to tranfport nine pvifoners in chains to Angola, amongft 
whom was his own fecretary, difgraced for fpeaking difrefpeftfully of his mafter ; 
and for his greater punifhment, chained by the leg and arm with a Black Have, 
The captain having received thefe orders, exepfed himfelf of his promife to us, alledg- 
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ing that he had not room in his fhip for us all, and therefore delired we woitld 
provide ourfelves elfewhere. This, however, did not difcourage us, for we imme- 
diately applied ourfelves to the governor, and begged of him to let part at leaft of 
the prifoners be left a-lhore, that we might proceed on our milfion. He was ^.far 
from yielding to our requeft, that he commanded that we likewife Ihould be gonh’ on 
board, not caring whether there were any accommodations for us in the Ihip or noi 
He was obeyed, but fcarce were we got out of the port, before the captain (whether 
moved by zeal or gold, I won’t determine) called me to his crew, and alked them, 
>yhere we poor Capuchins fhould lie, alledging that it was both his and their duty to 
take care of us. And fo hoilling out the long boat, he put the fecretary and two other 
prifoners into it, and fent them afliore, and 1 believe he had done as much far the reft 
had they prefented him, by which means we got fome accommodation. We after- 
wards heard that this fecretary proved fo great a thorn in his mafter’s fide, and fecretly 
raifed fo powerful a fadion againft him, that in a Ihort time he occafioned him to be 
feized and fent to Lilbon. This it feems has been a common praftice in the Portuguefe 
colonies at fo great diftance from court ; for whenever they do not like a governor, 
they forthwith embark and fend him home, and he ought to be thankful if he efcapes 
fo. The fame has been fometimes done in the kingdom of Angola, and elfewhere in 
the Portugal dominions. If the fucceeding governor docs not bring a general pardon 
for all delinqqents, he is not admitted aihore ; and this becaufe of their having once 
been called to account and fevercly punifhed for want of fuch policy. 

Seventy-feven days were we cooped up in this fmack without difeovering land ; bu(f 
what moft grieved us was, that we could not fay in all that time that we had feen either 
Iky or fea, being kept down in the hold continually to avoid the rain or waves. To- 
wards the Cape of Good Hope we met a furious teinpeft, whofe vehemence broke 
down part of our prow, and we favv ourfelves at death’s door ; but at length through 
God’s grace, and tlie diligence of the Teamen, that danger was removed. All the 
while the pilot wao cxtrcntely concerned that we faw no land, when by liis computation 
it Ihould have appeared at Icalt eight days before. Neverthelefs, at ’length we had 
light of it, and found ourfelves much nearer to it than we thought w e had been. Then 
began joy to llune out in each man’s countenance, and a feaft was ordered throughout 
the w'hole fliip ; and the pilot was fo well pleafed, that he gave the feaman a pair of 
filk-ftockings who firll brought him news of the land. 

After this we put our boat to fea, and fome of the Ihip’s company.going in her a 
fifliing, had fo good luck in a^very fliort time, as almoll to fill her with excellent fiflj. 
This fight furprifed' me, and put me in mind of the fea of Genefarette, where the 
apoftles, through our Saviour’s blefling, had the like good fortune. We left the boat 
at fea all that night, faftened only with a rope to our fmack, and with two men in her. 
About five hours after night, a whale happening to pafs between the boat and the fmack, 
broke the rope in two, and fet the boat adrift ; which w'as not all, for Ihe gave fuch a 
Ihock to the vefl’el, as put out the light at the bittake, and the fteerfman being in the 
dark, we were in evident danger of being loft, and muft have inevitably perilhed, had 
Ihe taken us acrofs the middle of our keel. I’he night was exceedingly dark, infomuch 
that we could by no means difeover which way the men and boat were driven ; there- 
fore we furl^ our fails, and laid by, and at the fame time threw up fome fire- works 
in the air to ferve for a guide to thofe# miferable wretches to find us ; who at length 
appeared, when we had given them over to be loft. 

Amongft other filh obferved by me in thefe' dangerous feas, is the (hark j his nature 
is to follow Ihips in hopes of prey. His head is like that of a dog, and his bignefs more 
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or lefs according to his age ; but generally at full growth as thick as an ox. He has 
a very large mouth, imJ a treble row of exceedingly fliarp teeth. When he eats, his 
upper jaw only moves ; and man’s flefli is one of the greateft of his dainties. Our ma- 
ri r^ s with a bait of fait beef took one of them, but in hoifting him up to the fliip he 
ef^ed ; yet throwing in the hook fpeedily he was taken again. Having opened his 
belly, we found therein a groat many of the bones of meat which we had thrown for 
feveral tlays into the fea ; and whereby it appeared that he had followed us for fome 
time. 1 obferving that his heart beat long after it was torn from his entrails, took it up 
and kept it till the next day ; wlien going to view it again, to my great wonvlcr, it itijl 
panted. This fifli always fwims attended by a great»rnany little ones of divers colours, 
and which fome will have to fubfill upon the fteam.lhat iHcs from his mouth. Thcfe 
little fifli are called by the Portuguefe Romtiros, which fignifics pilgriiiis. There is 
another fort of about a fpan long which flick to him, with their bellies upwards, and 
nofes like nutmeg-graters; thefe have the name of Pegadores, that is, flickers, from 
this aftion. They are mentioned by F. di Gennaro, in liis Sacred Oriental, lib. i. c. 7. 

That this Ihark-fifh is more than ordinarily greedy of man’s lleih, may ajtpear by 
the following inflance : — Our fhip having a briflv gale of wind moll of the wai' between 
Lilbon and Brazil, a poor mariner about break of day happened to drop oif the yard- 
arm into the fea. At this accident the fonlry immediately, gave notice, ivhich occa- 
lioned us all to come fpeedily running to the man’s alliflance ; fome threw overboard to 
him whatever planks they could tind, whilfl others endeavoured to tack alioiit the fliip ; 
"ihut all in vain, for being under fo full fail we made too much way. At lall iinding 
all means to fave him fruitlefs, 1 caufed one to call out to him from the jroop of the fhip 
to give a fign of confeflion ; which the unhappy wretch immediately did, by holding up 
his arm ; which I perceiving gave him abfolution, and then he foon funk. Not long 
after I fpicd a fliark-fifli, half above and half under water, rather flying than fwimming 
towards the body j which was a terrible fight *co all, but more particularly touched me 
to the heart. 

Another fort* of fifli we faw, whofe name is Bonitto, as large as the lantcrn-fifli, and 
of a yellow and green colour ; but which the more pleafing it was to our fight, the 
more pernicious it would have proved to us had we eaten oi it, for it caufes fuddeii 
death, which makes the fifliermen as foon as taken to ihrow it away. 

The birds that fly moft about in thcfe feas .are yVlcatrad, a fort of fea-gulls as big as 
geefe, of a bsowniih colour, with long beal-.s, wherewith they take fifli : and which 
they feed on, citlicr upon the furface of the water, or after they are up in the air. 
At night when they are difpofed to fleep, they dart tliemlf ivl's aloft as high as pofllble, 
and putting their head under one wing, I'upiiori themfelves for fome time with the other ; 
bur becaufe the weight of ilieir bodies mull needs force them down again at laft, they 
no fooner come to the water Ijiit they retake their flight, and both wliich being often 
repeated, they may in a manner be laid to fleep waking. Oftentimes it happens that 
they fall into the fliips as they lail, and into ours there fell two one night, and one 
another ; thofe that know the nature of them, farther fay, that in lime of year they 
always go on fliore to build their ncfls, and that in the highcll places, whereby they 
facilitate their flight, having but fliort feet, and thofe large like* unto a goofe. Of this 
we made an experiment upon them that fell into our fhip, and found that being left at 
liberty upon the plain deck, they could by no ipetms raife themfelves. 

Before we had a fight of the Cape of Good Hope, we faw feveral other birds called 
Velvet- fleeves, as large as geefe ; exceedihgly white, and with long black bills. Thefe, 
like the pigeons out of the ark, were as ib many meflengers to inform us that the land 
was at hand, their cuflom being a days to flutter about upon the waves, and at night 
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to return to the ihore to reft j the fight of them makes the feamen leap, and cry out 
for joy like madmdi. 

There are alfo other figns of land being near, as thofe they call the Caravels of Bri- 
tany, being weeds, or rather reeds like the Indian canes ; or rather like grafs, but as 
thick as one’s finger, thrown out by the rivers, and which feem at a diftance to, be a 
fmall ifland fixed in the ocean, being met fometimes an hundred miles at fea. Whillt 
we failed along the coafts, fomc of the feamen would needs Ihew me a great crofs cut 
in a mountain, and which they told me was made there long before thofe countries w'cre 
difeovered by thb Europeans. But notwithdanding all the diligence I could ufc, with 
the help of a profpe£tive glafs, I could not ))crceive it by reafon of (he great motion 
of the fitip. I afked them who w^as fiippofcd to liave introduced this fign of our falva- 
tion amongft thofe ignorant pagans ; but they could give me no manner of ihiisfadb'on. 

Now w'e are coalling along the Ihorc of the Cape of Good Hope, I imagine it will 
not lecm any ways improper to difcourl'e of fomething relating to the inhabitants of this 
country. By the relations of many, thofe people are faid not to have the gift of human 
voice, but to underftand each other only by a. fort of hilling tone, and motion of the 
lips ; likewife that whatever pains have been taken with them, they could never 
hitherto be brought to fpeak articulately. Inftead of clothing in wintcr-lime, tlicy 
generally anoint their bodies all over with a certain liquor difiilled from a tree ; and 
which the better to fetlle upon their (kins, they bedaub themfelvcs fufbfiently with wild 
oxen dung, which when dried and hardened, cannot be ealily got off. When (hey 
would lake oliThat crufied coat, they do it with hot w’.^tcr, whicli leaves them naked 
as before, as they go in hot weather, and cat much flclh. "Which makes me fay with 
Ovid in his De 'InRibus, lib. v. el. 7. ’ 

Sivc homines, non funt homines hoc uominc digni. 


The Portuguefe call them Papagentes, that is, men-eaters, on account of fome acci- 
dents that have happened there, one of w Inch that was told me I will infert. 

la one oi tlie ports iormed by nature, where there arc many on thele coafts capalile 
of receiving two or three thoufand fliips each, a certain veflel came to an anclior ; the 
captain with fome of his crew going afliore well armed, and happened to ftray a little 
further than ordinary from his companions, faw' two women entirely black and naked 
carrying of wood. Thcfe women, at the fight of a white man, began to (land ft ill; 
which we perceiving, and being willing to encourage them, threw them down fevi ral 
trifles, fuch as fine knives, glafs, coral, and the like. At this they ihnncJiately caft 
away their burdens,^ and fell to gathering up the toys, leaping and daticing about the 
captain. This plealed him fo well, that he was rclulved to have as much of it as he 
could, and for that end fquatted himfelf down on the grafs. ’’i’hey perceiving his 
fccurity, continued their gambols for fome time ; but at length one of them feizing 
him behind acrofs the arms, and the other catching up his feet at tlic fame time, flew 
away with him with fuch dexterity and I'w'ii'tnefs, that it was iihpia.iible for his com- 
panions, who both faw and heard him cry out, either to refeue or come near him. 
Being deprived of all hopes of recovering him, they thought it advifable to return to 
their Ihip, where they, refleded on the barbarous banquet thofe, rather beafts than 
human creatures, w^ere to make that night. . 

lo confign the probability of this llory. Father Michael Angelo de Gualtina relates 
in a letter to his father from Loanda, 'a city in this country, that whilft; he was failing 
along thefe coafts, not above a mufquct-fhot from fhorc, the pilot of the fiiip w 
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afliore to eafe himfelf j but fcarce was he out of the long-boat before he leaped back 
again with great furprife and amazement, having it feems difcovered behind a rock, 
abundance of fifh drying at a great fire, by which he underftood the PapSgentes were 
not far off, and put him into fuch a fright, that he never thought of the bufinefe he 
%ent about in three days after. 

Another ftory I have heard as follows : — ^The captain of a certain (hip having been ii> 
a great ftorm, drove into one of thefe ports to repair his damage ; his paffengers going 
'"alhore to look about them, difcovered at a diftance a fort of fea-monfters like unto 
men, and that not only in their figures, but likewife in their aftions ; for they faw 
them plainly gather a great quantity of a certain herb, with which they immediately 
plunged themfelves into the fea. Having obferved 'what fort of herb this was, the 
paflengers ‘gathered feveral bundles of it likewife, and laid the fame upon the fliore ; 
the fea-monfters returning, and finding it ready gathered to their hands, took it up 
and plunged into the fea as before. But, O the great example of gratitude that reigns 
even in the deeps ! Thefe creatures knowing themfelves to have been obliged, forth- 
with drew from the bottom of the fea a great quantity of coral, and other fea-herbs, 
and carrying them alhore, laid them in tlie fame place where they had found the herbs. 
This being repeated feveral times, the paifcngers thought thefe creatures endeavoured 
to exceed them in benefits ; and therefore as a great rarity, fcarce to be paralleled even 
in rational animals, they refolved if poftiblc to take them, l^or this purpofc they pro- 
cured a net from the ftiip, and pitched it in a proper place ; but though their defign 
fucceeded fo far as to take them, yet could not they hold them, they (hewing them 
another human trick, which was by lifting up the net and making their cl'cape, never 
■appearing there after as long as the ftiip ftaid. 

Another relation I have had made me, which may not be improper to iiifcrt here : — 
The Portuguefc, for the convenicncy of failing thofe ftormy fcas, would needs fomc 
years fince make a certain experiment on thefe parts. Por this end they brougJit from 
Lilbon fix or eight condemned perfons, and left them in one of the three points of the 
Cape of Good Hope, with provifions of all things fuflicient for a year. I’hefe men 
they commandeH to take ftrifl notice of all mutations of feafons, of the climate, the 
land and the fea ; and withal enjoined them to let nothing pafs of any moment each day 
they were there ; promifing them withal, that if they obferved thefe their commands, 
they would come the next year and fetch them away, and give them their liberty to- 
boot. Thefe wretches being thus left, inftead of efcaping deftru£fion, met a more 
than common fate by thefe means ; for in a fhort time, through the exceflive cold that 
reigns there, more than in any other of the points of the laid Cape, they were all 
frozen to death. At the return of the Ihips, the laft of them that furvived having 
obferved many particulars, and related the manner of his other companions’ deaths, 
was found frozen to a ftone witli a pen in his hand. The laft thing remarked by him 
was, “ That the greateft fire was fcarce capable of overcoming the moft intenfe cold 
of this country.” But all this 1 mult fubmit to the reader, having it only by hearfay, 
and not having experienced it myfelf. 

After three or four days failing along thefe coafts right afore the wind, we entered a 
port in the kingdom of Banchella, or Banquella, a conqueft of the Portuguefc. Here 
the people, through a bad temperature of the air, which infefts* their viftuals^ have all 
the countenances of death, fpeak with broken voices, and as one may fay, can fcarce 
kepp their fouls between their teeth. Our arrival being but juft known, the vicar- 
general came to vifit us at one o’clock in the morning, bringing along with him feveral 
refreflunents of flclh, fruit, and herbs. At this unexpeded charity and civility, we 
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were at firft furpr|fed ; but after we came to know that both he, and four of his 
brethren, had been bred in our monafteries, that wonder ceafed. This vicar may be 
faid to be general only over himfelf, there being no Catholic prieft in all this country 

but he. . ^ “ 

Some years pad there was another mifllon of our order into thefe parts ; but becaufe 
the chief man gave no good example himfelf, few of the Blacks w'cre converted, and 
thofe that were gave but little attention to what was taught them, giving for rcafon, 
“ That if the la.w of God was lb negligently obferved by W'hites, how could they be 
expefted to practife it more devoutly ?” The laft two of the friars employed at that 
lime, died martyrs to their lenity ; for they chufing rather to admonifli than correft, 
to exhort than reprove a c'rrtain great man of a fcandalotis life, in about ,eight days 
lime died of poifon, thereby terminating both their mifllon and their lives : the truth 
of this ought not to be doubted of, becaufe it was the common talk when I was there. 
'I'he other Pagans that live up higher in the country, lead the infamous life of the 
Giaghi, a people that ftiall be fpoken of more at large hereafter. 

As foon as day-light appeared we went on ihore to return thanks to Almighty God 
for our fafe arrival. Here the firfl; thing I obferved was, a great abundance or date* 
trees, which it feems of all Lower Aithiopia flourilh moil in thefe parts, though in 
goodnefs they are far inferior to thofe of the call. 1 likewife took no'ice of many 
arbours and walks of vines, which, by reafon of the moifliiefs of tht; earth, fprings 
being every where near the furface, produce grapes twice a year in great plenty. 
Nevcrthelefs no wine is made, becaufe the excefllve heat that reigns here would rather 
putrify than purge it. Lvery Iioufe hereabouts has fpriug-water, it lying not above 
iwo foot deep ; and which is the greater wonder, by reafon that it is fo near the fea. 

If this country abounds with bad men, it is no lefs produClive of good beafls. Of 
elephants here are many, which with their ivory teeth bring great profit to thofe that 
take them. The elk likewil'e, that fo imich defired and falutilerous beaft, is frequently 
to be met with in thefe parts ; and which for the virtue of one of his feet, has de- 
fervedly obtained, in the Congolan language, the name of Ncoco, ^gnifying The 
Excellent Bcail, It is only called in Spain La Gran Beftia, or the Great Beaft. The 
way to find out in which foot the virtue lies, is by knocking him down j when to re- 
cover himfelf of the blow, he will immediately lift up that leg which is moft efficacious, 
and fcratch his ear. Then mull 30U be ready with a fliarp feymitar to lop off the 
tnedical limb, and you fliall find an infallible remedy againft the falling-ficknd's trea- 
fured up in his claws. Peter Cobero Sebaftian fays, in his travels, that he has feen 
many of thefe hearts in Pqlanik Thofe feen by me were of about the bijmefs of little 
afl'es, of a brownilh colour, with long broad ears hanging down like to thofe of Englilh 
Ipaniels. 

In thefe woods may alfo be found another creature, called by the natives Engalla, 
and much like unto a wild boar : the tw’o tulks of which beaft being reduced to 
powder, expels fevers, evacuating by way of fwcat the malignity of the diftemper. 
This powder being likewife made up with the juice of a palm-tree, called Mateba, com- 
pofes an admirable antidote. I lore is alfo the unicorn, called by the Congolans Abada, 
whofe medicinal virtue, being fufficiently known, needs not to be taken notice of. 
’’i’hefe unicorns are very different from thofe commonly mentioned by authors ; and if 
you will belie^ve what 1 have hearft fay, there are none of that fort now to be found. 
A Theatine millioner to the Eaft Indies »told me, at his return from Goa, that he had 
endeavopred to get one of thefe laft, but whatever diligence he ufed, he could by no 
tiieans obtain it. He added moreover, that he had heard feveral of the Eaftern people, 
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tfpecially the Chinefe aftrologers, fay, that according to their computations thofe uni- 
corns all died the fame day that our Saviour died. What allufion thefe cai^ have to our 
Saviour may probably be from their challity, but I mu ft leave ail to my reader, who 
will condemn and approve as he thinks fit. The unicorn or Abada of this country 
commonly arrives to the bignefs of an ox, and the male only has a horn in his fore- 
head ; thefe have the fame virtue as the other fort, if taken young, and before they 
have couj)letl ; for the old ones lofc much of their virtue by coupling. 

Thefe forelts likewife breed another four-footed animal called Zebra, not unlike a 
wiki mule : the Ikin of this creature is fo beautiful, that one would rather take it for a 
fine woven filk than a hide : its beauty confifls of fevc^ral cquidiftant llreaks (four fingers 
luoad) o^ white <and black, bordered on both lides with rulTct. This animal is no lefs 
fwift than beautiful, infomuch that if the natives can but tame one of them, no price 
is thought too great to offer for it. Our fuperior, Father da Romano, amongll other 
things, fent feveral Ikins of this beaft as a prefent to the great Duke of Tufeany. 

Here are alfo abundance of another kind of beaffs, called by the Negroes Impellan- 
che, of about the bignefs of the foregokig, and in colour much like to what we call 
in horfes a forre! : thefe have ff raight twilled horns, by the feveral degrees of which 
wreathing, their age comes to be known. They have, in like manner, fomo refem- 
blance of a mule ; their fleffi is white, and would be more in elteem were it not fpongy 
and inlipid ; bst in rutting time, fay the natives, it ought fey no means to bo eaten, 
for fear of doing harm. The fame is reported of tlie wild goat, that if it be* eaten 
when it is luffful, it caul'es fuch a rot in the feet that the tocsnails drop oil'. This is 
held to be fo infalli’ole, that it can never mil's. An inftance whereof happened in my 
time, in the following manner : — Some hunters having taken one of thefe goats, fiif- 
pefted of being in the aforelaid condition, brought it to our monallery at Sogno to fell : 
our Fatliers not knowing the nature of it, eat part of it, rei’ervlug the rcll for another 
time. This coining to the count’s ears, he c:y.ne in mighty hallo to our convent, with 
a numerous attendance, and going direiffly into the kitchen, lie commanded all the 
flefh to be thruwu aw'ay, the vclfels that it had touched to b(' broken, and would more- 
over have fet fire to t!ie houfe as infeefious, luul not our Father rcmonllrated to him in 
an humble matmer, “ That tlicy were fenfible of no harm it had dune them, and that 
they verily believed there was none to be feared upon that occafion : as alfo, that 
whatever mifehief had formerly happened, it was rather to be attributed to foine other 
accident, than to any pcffileniial quality in the goal.” With thefe and the like reafons 
they at length prevailed on the count to depart, without doing them any farther 
damage. '\Fhoii thefe wild goats are old, there arc ccytain Hones to be found in their 
bellies, not uulilm to Bezoar Ifones, and whereof thofe produccli by the male are of 
the nobler kind, being experienced rem .Jies in feveral cafes, elpcciallyin that of poifon. 
At the firft taking them out, they are folt and tender, but having been a-\v!;iie in the 
air Jiey begiti to iu;rJcn, and in a ffiort time l)eeomc perfecc Hone. They mull be * 
taken as foon as evx-r the bcall is killed, olherwife they will loon diflolve. 

Another fort ol beads in tin's country are the Impaiiguezzc, lb called by tlic natives : 
thefe are a l.ind of wild cows, w'hereof fome are red, others a/li colour, and forne quite 
black: they are all vtry I’wiii-looted, and have a pair of excccJing long horns in their 
foreheads. \Viicn they are wounded in the chak', lil;e wild "Iniils or buiTaloes, they 
immediately face the aifaultcr, and if he does not inffantly take care to five himfelf in 
foine tree or oih(?r, infii'ad of killing, he vffll be iii no common dan'ger of being 
miferal'.ly kill xh The llelh of this beall is very well rclilhed and I'ubllanlial ; its mar- 
row is an iukdiible remedy agaiuft cold humours and aches : of its Ikin the Negroes 
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make targets, which will refift the fwifteft force of an arrow, fo that if a ma^ ftands 
bowing behind it he is altogether fafe. 

It is now high time to leave the wild bcafts to range in the woods, and to come to 
fpeak of a certain briitiili cuftom thefc people have ainong/l them in making of ilaves, 
which I take not to be lawful for any perfon of a good confcience to buy here. 
I'^very one of thefe Negroes takes to wife as many women, be they Ilaves or free, it is 
no matter, as he can pofibly get : thefe women, by his confent, make it their bufmefs 
to charm men to their embraces, which, when they have done fo as to make them 
commit the aft, they prefently accufc them to their Barracan, fo they call their fup- 
pofed hulbancl, who, feigning himl’elf to be in a great rage, immediately runs and 
imprifons the lovers ; afterwards, in a fliort time, fells them to llrangers, without being 
fiibjeft to aiiy account for f) doing ; with the money he has thus unju’ftly got, he 
buys other flie-flaves, which are permitted to do the fame thing ; fo thr.t from time to 
time he is fuileiod to go on in this wicked round without any manner of controul. Of 
thefe women 1 fancy Tibullus fpeaks, when he cries out, 

Ah cnidclc gcmis ! Nec (k'.iin> femina nomcn. 

All pcrcat ! diUicit falkre Cqua virum. 


There are others who, not by means of women, but of tbcmfelvcs, going up into the 
country through pretence of jurifeliftion, feize men upon any trilling offence, and fell 
them fur flaves. 

The current coin of this kingdom is little bits of glafs coral, brougb.t hilher by the 
Portugui'fo, and which the natives call Mifangas : this they mal;e ufe of not only for 
money, but likewifo for ornament, making of them both bracelets aiul ndcklaces. The 
forts and houfes of the Whites here arc compofod of wood and day, after this manner : 
two rows of ffrong polls are fixed in the earth, about two f]>ans afumler, and joined 
together at fop by I'everal tranfverfe pieces of a hnaller fixe, d'h a fpace between thefc 
rows is filled ud with day well beaten, and fmoothed within-liJo and without, and 
wliich being cliequered with creafes, fccni at firff-fight to be a ILone-wall. The roofs 
arc made with reeds, laid over rafters, as v\ith us. This is all I cou'd obferve of this 
country, having been but one day in it, and that in a continual hurry in preparing for 
our farther voyage. 

After our departure hence, in four days fivil, we reached the port of Angola, the 
utinoff end of our defires, on the 6th of l\Iay, in about a year from our leaving of 
Naples. 

I referve the description of this city of Angela for another place, intending at pre* 
font to fpeak only'of its port : this is as fecufc as famous, beitig lormetl ncitlier by 
art nor nature, but only by chance, having a lung fiip of land thrown up by the fca, 
and forming a plain illand, about ten leagues in length, about a mile from the city, * 
behind which the Ihips ride : the entrance into it is by tw’o narrow^ paffages at the 
extremities of the flip. Here till the drinking water ufed in the city is taken up, and 
the greatdl w'onder is, that it is frelhdf at the Hood, and I'alidl at the ebb. Here, 
and no where elfe on thefe coalls, are caught ciahs and lobilers, as likewife Cuttle filh,, 
and thole little lliell-fifh called Zimbi, which pals for money. Heretofore the King of 
Congo reforved the nght of lllliing for thefe only to himfeif, but now tlte Portuguelc 
uliirp that liberty upon him. bi||he af'refaid plealaiit iiland, the Citizens of Angola 
delight themfelvcs as much as the l^cajiolilans do in their retirement at Pofilippo'; for 
this purpofe they have fevcral little houi'es there, which being intermixed with verdant 
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trees, afford a very delightful profpefl:. They likewife cultivate the earth in that iiland, 
which being well watered, proves not a little fertile. 

Being got into port, and our arrival known, the governor immediately gave notice 
thereof to our Father-l'uperior, who forthwith fent Father Jofeph da Seftri, and Father 
Francis da Pavia to bring us a-fliore. At our landing in the city^ I could perceive joy 
.in every countenance on the occafion, and which was feconded by the great civilities 
lliewed us by the citizens ; for as we paffed by their houfes, they not only font us 
umbrellas to defend us from the fcorching heat, but likewife to honour us. Being come 
to the church, our Fathers fang Tc Deum for our fafe arrival. For eight days together 
we received vifits and treats from the principal perfone of the city, in return whereof 
we prefented them with fame fmall relics brought from Italy, which were nevcrtheleis 
accepted with a great deal of devotion and thanks. The accuftomed ceremony ufed ni 
the arrival of miflioners or a prefect, was not (hewn for us, by reafon that we were 
only three. The ceremony is this; — No fooner is the news fpread abroad that there 
are feveral Capuchin miflioners come into port, but our brethren, accompanied by the 
nobility and gentry of the city, go out t* meet them : having received them into a 
barge, they conducf them a-fliore, where are poflod a great number of White fmging- 
boys, drelled like Capuchins, who, going before in proceflion, fing all the way to tiie 
church, and afterwards perform Te Dcum there •. then the governor, and all the clergy 
and laity of the pfexcc, come to pay them their refpeds. 

In about a fortnight’s time I was obliged to depart from hence, with foinc cf our 
Fathers, who, although they had been here above nine months, were not yet gone out 
on their miflion, and that by reafon of their expeding the heat fliould abate, which it 
feems it is wont to do about this month of May, jull contrary to our country, wheie 
the cool ueather begins with September rains. Father Jofeph Maria da Balfetto, a 
man of great learning and experience, chofc me for his companion in his miflion to 
Sogno, and afkcd me of our perfed. Father Pavd Francis da Portomauritio. Tl’.oiigli 
I found myfclf not altogether recovered of my lafl. fatigue, yet conlidering the eafielt 
way of travelling, was by fca, as alfo that this million of Sogno was not only the 
andcntell, but likewife the bell wc had, through the commodioul'nefs of its river, and 
the diljmfuion of its inhabitants, I readily confented to accompany this Father thither. 
Jlcreupon the day appointed for our departure being come, we went on board a Ikilf, 
and in four days arrived at the mouth of the river Zaire, the port of Sogno. At 
our entering this river the wind blew fo hard, and the waves rofe fo high, that we 
were not a little afraid of being loll. At length having weathered the firll point, we 
fpied fume filhermcn, ready, as we thought, to aliill us, but .expeded to be called ; 
yet we taking them for licatheiis, and fearing, tint inllead of helping they might 
rather hinder us by tlteir forceries, gave them no fign. 

My companion conjured the winds and feas, but I having faid my prayers betook 
myfelf to an oar, at which 1 tugged heartily for fome time, till at length, by the foie 
mercy of God, we were courteoully received into the embraces of the river. After 
having palTcd the firll reach, our fouls began to revive, and we took pleafure in calling 
our eyes about towards both Ihorcs, which feemed to be ftrewed with vegetable 
emeralds ; or might be taken at lirll fight rather lor the induftrjous workmanfliip of 
Pallas, than the capricious produd of nature, d'he water alfo appeared more like a 
cryll.ll caufeway, than any part of tlic inconflant etement. As we rowed ^dong the 
winding banks of this river, we were continually flirowded with tree? called Mangas, 
not unlike the royal laurels : rhefe trees, at the joining of each branch, fprout forth a 
long hanging root, which at length reaching the mud and taking root, fliopts up anew, 
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and in a (hort time of one tree forms a kind of a little wood, in a* manner that you 
can hardly diftinguilh the fuckers from the plant. 1 was Ihewn one of thefe trees, 
quite withered and decayed, and was informed that a certain bilhop of Congo, having 
been ill-treated by fome of thefe people, made the %n of the crofs upon it, whereupon 
it immediately dyed, like the fig-tree curfed by our Saviour. 

Although my bufinefs Ihould be to write only what I obferved in my voyage, and 
not to take notice of other matters, yet cannot I forbear fpeaking of fome particulars 
relating to this large and famous river : its mouth then is about ten leagues wide, though 
fome writers will needs have it to be thirty ; but their millake I prefume arifes from 
including the mouth of another branch of it, not far diftant from the former. The 
w'^aters of this river are loincth5''g yellowilh, by which they are known above thirty 
leagues at fea, and which v as likewife the caufe of this country being firft |lifcovered ; 
for the King of Portugal, Don John II., having fent a fleet under the command of Don 
Diego Cano to make difcoveries on this fouthern coaft of Africa, that admiral guelTed at 
the nearnefs of the land by nothing fo much as by the complexion of the waters of Zaire ; 
and putting into it, he aiked of the Negroes what river and country that was ; who not 
underltanding him anfwered, “ Zevoco,” which in the Congolan tongue is as much as 
to fay, 1 cimnot tell ; from whence, though the word be corrupted, it has been fince 
called Z.airo. After this on one of the points of this river the Portuguefe firft planted 
a crofs of fine marble, which fome time after being found out by the Hollanders, they 
out of envy broke it to pieces ; ncverthclefs fo much remained of it when 1 was there, 
as to difeover plainly tlie Portuguefe arms on the ruins of the bafis, with an infeription 
under them in Gothic charaders, though not eafy to be read. 

The firft difeovery of this part of the world by the Portuguefe happened in the year, 
fo fortunate for them, 1485 , and becaufe they had been fo courteoufly received by the 
Negroes, and admitted among them with fo many tokens of love and afl'edion, this 
kingdom of Congo has never yet been fubjc61ed by the Whites, when it fared quite 
contrary with the queen of Singa and ckthers. The firft religious perfons that fet foot- 
ing there, were three Dominican friars, as is teftified by Father Maflfeus a jefuit, in the 
firft book of his hiftory of the Indies. One of thefe was killed by the Giaghi at the 
time when they over-ran the kingdom of Congo, and routed the Congolan army under 
the condud of their general Zimbo. This barbarian of a conqueror amongft other 
fpoils feized upon the facred vellments and utenfils of this unhappy friar, and not con- 
tented with the bare pofl'eflion of them, would needs ridicule and profane thdm by 
putting them on, as likewife by appearing at the head of his followers with the chalice 
in his hand. As for the other two mimoners, they died in a Ihort time after their 
arrival, through thg exceflive 4ieai of the climate, which is often fatal to us J’.uropeans. 

To thefe I'ucccedcd twelve Francifeans of the order of Obfervants, who were carried 
hither by the fame Don Diego Cano in his third voyage into thefe parts. Some attri- 
bute the whole convcrfion of this country to thefe Fathers, not allowing that the three 
that were there before, through the fliortnefs of their continuance, could have time to 
do any thing towards it. But for my part I am of opinion that it is next to impoflible, 
thofe who had been fo courteoufly received, and who found the people fo eafy to be 
wrought upon, Ihould not convert many of them before they died. Likewife it is cer- 
tain that the friar that was killed by the Giaghi had been chaplain to the Congolan 
army, and confequently was in a poll to do with them even what he pleafed. Never- 
thelefs not jo carry the argument fjfrther, let me be allowed to fay, that it is probable 
the firft friars might fow the feed, and that the laft were thofe that cultivated and caufed 
it to flouriih. 
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Several other Ifevangelical labourers had been fent out from time to time into this 
vineyard, and at length, at the requeft of Don Alvaro fixih King of Congo made to 
Pope Urban the Eightli, that His Holinefs would be pleafed to fend fome more Capuchfn 
miffioners into his kingdom, there were others fent with letters patent from the faid pope 
in the year 1640, although through the many rubs and difficulties they met with, partly 
occafioned by Philip the Third King of Spain’s death, and the feizing of the crown of 
•Portugal by the Duke of Braganza, they did not arrive till the year 1645, ''hich was 
under the jronlificate of Pope Innocent the Tenth, and in the reign of Don (iarcia the 
Second, fuccelfor to the before-named Don Alvaro. Thefe Fathers enter Ing the river 
Zaire, the lirll place they landed at was the coiuitry of Sogno, where they were received 
with extraordinary deinonllrations of love and joy by tlio people, and clpcciaily by the 
count, wliq went out to meet them many mih^s from the ‘place of his refideiice, and 
aflilted with them at mafs A\ith great devotion in the church of Pinda, a town near the 
mouth of Zaire, adorning their altars moreover with the richefl furniture in liii; ward- 
robe. Hitherto flocked an infinite number of people upon this occafion, as well out of 
curiofity to fee thefe new apollles ^hofe awful deportment filled them with wonder 
and amazement), as to vie with eacm oth^r which fhould fhew moll obedience to the 
gofpel. But this is no wonder, fince the firfl converts made by the aforefaid Francifean 
friars were the Sognefe, and who Hill feemed to have lively impreflions left upon them of 
their former inftruciions. The firfl that were baptized among thefe Negroes wore the 
count and one of his fons, whereof the former had the name given him of Don F,tnu- 
nuel, and the other of Don Antonio. This Emanuel dying, befides the funeral com- 
monly made for other counts, he had a particular ceremony paid to his nicinory every 
year after, and which 1 myfelf have more than once performed on his account. After 
the count of Sogno, the King and Queen of Congo, together with their eldefl fon, were 
prevailed upon to be baptized, the two former taking the names of Don John and 
Donna Eleonora, the King and Queen of Portugal, and the latter that of the King’s fon 
the Infante. Thus began the Chrifdan faith ta be firlt clhiblifhed in thefe parts, and 
which has been all along fince maintained through the grace of God, and by tlie labours 
of feveral poor miffioners fucceffively fent in the fervice of the gofpel. 

But let us return to fpeak farther of the river Zaire. Tiiis river is commonly faid to 
take its rife in the kingdom of Matamba, fubjedl to the queen of Singa, w'hich kingdom 
beingj^ altogether governed by the female fex, 1 may number it among thofe nations de- 
Icribed by Claudian in Eutrop. lib. i. v. 323. 

-Meclis, levibufque Sabxis 
Imperathic fexus, reginarumi^; fub armis 
Barbariic ])ars niagna jacct. 

In this Matamba there is a vail colle£tion of water, which dividing itfelf into two 
principal ftreams, one runs through Ethiopia, and is this river Zaire, and the other flows 
towards Egypt, being the Nile : this laft was formerly adored by the Egyptians as a 
god, and that bccaufc of their being not able to find out its fource, imagining that there- 
fore it had none. I believe the caufe why they could not difeover its head, was by 
rcaton they could not go far up it, being hindered by the catarads which fall in fuch a 
dreadful manner, that they at the fame time oll'end both the eye and the ear. In this 
vail hike beforonientioned, before it divides itfelf into the aforefaid rirere, are to be 
found feveral water-monfters, amongft which <here is one fort which dific; s from human 
kind only in want of reafon and fpeech. Father Francis da Pavia, one of our iniffioners 
living in this country, would by no means believe that there were any fuch monljcrs in 
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this affirming they were only illufions devifed by the Negroes ; whereuimn the 

a ueen of Singa bong informed of his infidelity, invited him one day to go a ffihing for 
tem : fcarce had the fifhermen thrown in their nets, but they difcovered thirteen upon 
the furfece of the water, whereof they could neverthelefs take but one female, which was 
]^g with young. The colour of this fifh was black, it had long black hair and krge 
upon very long fingers, which perhaps were given it by nature to help its fwim- 
ming : it lived not above twenty^four hours out of the water, and during all that time 
would not tafte gny the lead food that was offered it. 

Throughout all the river Zaire there is to be found the mermaid, which from the 
middle upwards has fome refemb’ance of a woman, as in its breaft, nipples, hands, and 
arms, but downwards it is rltogether a filh, ending in a long tail forked its head is 
round, and face like to that of a calf : it has a large ugly mouth, little ears, and round 
full eyes : upon its back it has a large hide tacked, perforated in feveral places. This 
hide or fkin feems to have been defigned by nature for a fort of mantle to cover it, 
being contrived either to open or fhut. The ri|^ of this filh are proper to {launch 
blood, but the greatell of its phyfical virtues' lies m two little bones in its ears. I have 
eat of this filh divers times, and it feems to be well-relilhed, and not unlike fwincs-flelh, 
which its entrails likewife refemble. For this reafon the Negroes name it Ngullu a Mafa 
(the water-fow), but the Portuguefe called it Peixe Molker (the woman filh). Although 
it feeds on the herbs that grow on the fides of the river, yet does it not'neverthelefs ever 
go out of the water, but only holds its head out. For the moll part it is to be taken 
only when it rains, for then the water being dillurbed it cannot fo well difcern the ap- 
proach of filher-men. Thofe that go to take them have a little -boat for 'that purpofe, 
in which they paddle up foftly till they come to the place where the filh lies, and which 
they know by the motion it caufes in the water ; then having a lance ready, they imme- 
diately dart it with all their force into her, and if through the finallnefs of their boat, 
or for want of llrength, they cannot hold her, they let go the lance, and leave the fifli 
at liberty, well knowing that being exceedingly long the lance mull neceffarily difcover 
where Ihe flies with it. But if on the other hand they can maintain their llroke with 
another lance, they dart a fecond time, by which means at lall they eafily tire and take 
the filh. After the fame manner, but with lefs trouble, they take pilchards, which are 
fat, and as large as herrings, and they have no other way to take them but this. I 
Ihould have told you what fort of falhioned lances thefe were, becaufe they differ fome- 
thing from ours of Europe ; they have a very long round llaflf made of wood, but as 
hard as iron, round, and fo thick, that as many darts are made fall to it a fmall dillance 
from one another, that they take up fix or feven fpans in compafs. 

There is alfo in this river the water or fea-horfe, as large as two land ones ; he has 
Ihort thick legs, round feet, a large wide mouth, with a double row of hook teeth, 
and long lulks befides in the lower jaw, like to thofe of a large wild boar, with which, 
when he is in fury, he tears whatever comes near him. As I was once failing along 
this river, I faw one of thefe horfes floating near our boat, and neighing like a horfe, 
of which he has great refemblance : a-nights he goes alhore to feed, but, in the day- 
time, he keeps for the moft part clofe in the \wrter ; but wherelbever they are, the fe- 
male is always at hand; in whofe defence the male fights defperately *, and when the 
female is with young, or has lately dropped her colt (which Ihe generally does in the 
fens where there is but little water), the male is moll furious, and, bang exceedingly 
jealous, will aflault the birks as they |)afs along the river, and fometimes, if they be 
fmall, overturn them with his heels : this makes thofe that know his nature, to avoid 
the marihes at that time, not carii^ how far they go about, fo they can but have their 
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paflage fafe. The time to hunt them is a-nights, when they go to feed upon the land ; 
then the hunters block up their way back to the river with boats, and afterwards wait 
for their return. Being returned, they let fly their arrows at them like hail ; but woe 
be to him that happens to be in any one of tneir ways after being wounded, for he will 
then afluredly tear him to pieces, if they have not trees to fave themfelves on, which 
’they generally take care to procure. Sometimes thefe creatures will fly away after they 
are wounded, and, not finding a paflage open to the river, will run to the next preci- 
pice, and leap off from thence into the water, whereby they break thejr legs, and then 
are eafily taken. The flelh of thefe animals is little valued, being generally efteemed 
food for the meaner fort of people, allowed by divines to be fifli Ibecaufe they live and 
breed in the water, though they feed on land. The yard of the male, and the two 
ftones found in his ears, as large as hen-eggs, are good to diffolve the ftone, as well in 
the kidneys as the bladder. This laft is likewife a remedy againfl; a ftoppage of urine, 
being pulverized and difl'olved in fair water, and given about a fpoonful at a time. As 
1 was once going up this river, I o^ljp'ved in a low ifland hard-by, feveral fmall houfes 
fet upon ftakes, about ten foot from the ground, with a ladder at the door to draw up 
and let down. Having inquired what thefe meant, I was told that they were built in 
that manner to prevent the inhabitants from being injured by the fea-horfes, that always 
feeds thereabouts a-nights. The like fort of houfes 1 have feen near the forefts, to 
prevent the ravage of lions and tigers : but what makes me wonder moll of all is, at 
the name of thefe fea-horfes, it being their nature to keep always out of the falt-watcr, 
which they hate and cannot fubfilt in. 

Here are no crocodiles as in other rivers, but there are neverthelefs feveral kinds of 
excellent fifti which are taken various ways, though never in any great number, by 
reafon of the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants, who are naturally enemies to hard labour. 
The right of filhing with nets is wholly refervcd to the prince, who neverthelefs is ac- 
cuftomed to give leave to do it to any that will* alk it of him ; and when he wants fifh, 
he fends his fervants with his own nets for it. 

Having failed up this river, about midnight we arrived at the town of Pinda, twelve 
miles from the fea. Landing immediately, w’e retired to a church, the firft built here 
by the Portuguefe, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe llatue of baffo-relievo is 
conftantly worfhipped every Sunday by a vaft number of Negroes who flock hither for 
that purpofe. Here likewife was formerly a convent of our order, but by reafon of the 
badnefs of the air, being too near the river, it w'as thought advifable to remove it to 
the city of Sogno where the count refides, about two miles off. Hither we went next 
morning with a great deal of willingnefs, though 1 could nor fay I Jiad wanted for fatis- 
fadion all the way I came up this river. Being got to our convent, the count came im- 
mediately thither to congratulate and welcome our arrival, and that more efpecially on 
account of ray companion, who had been there three years before. After his vifit, he 
ordered us a prefent of feveral things of the produdf of the country. In this our con- 
vent we found only one prieft named Father Paul da Varefe, and he returned to Loanda 
in a few days in the fame (kiff that brought us ; there remaining then with us only a 
lay-brother, one Leonard da Nardo, an old man of a good life, and extraordinarily 
well verfed in the cuftoms of the country, through the long flay he had made there. 

We now began forthwith to apply ourfelves to the bufinefs of our niilfion, and it fell 
to my Ihare to celebrate the firft mafs; but not knowing much of the language, I could not 
pretend to preach in public. I therefore haftily corapofed a fhort ferraon, and preached 
it in the congregation adjoining to our church, which confifts of the better fort of per- 
fons, and who generally underftand fomething of Portuguefe. Out of fome of this 
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congregation it is that the counts are moftly chofen, provided they are of the Sangre de 
Cadera, as they call it, which is an expreffion borrowed from Portuguefe, and fignihes, 
the blood of the throne.” My companion always preached publicly every holiday ; 
but we were fain to fay mafs late, becaufe of the count and his followers, who never 
came till then. He always came in great pomp, being better attended than any prince 
of the Lower .^Ethiopia is wont to be. The fifth Sunday after Whitfuntide it happened, 
that when I was juft ready to come out to fay mafs, the count came in. My compa- 
nion, and fuperior, prefently fpied him, and, turning to me, bid me preach that fer- 
mon in public which I had prepared for the private congregation, that the count might 
not go without a fermon on that day. I began to fhrug up my fhoulders, and to excufe 
it, not thinking myfelf yet qualified to fpeak in public ; till at length he bid me obey, 
and God would affift me. I began mafs; and after the Gofpel, the ufyal time of 
preaching, took for my text the words of the commandments, “ Thou fhalt not kill.” 
From this text I took occafion to inveigh againft wizards, who bear a mighty fway in 
this country, proving, “ That it was much worfe to kill the foul, by inclining it to 
diabolical illufions, than to murder the body.” kNow, becaufe I often repeated the 
word “ kill ” in my fermon, the people began to give a great hum. I neverthelefs 
went on, and was rather encouraged thereby to exaggerate the heinoufnefs of the 
offence, than affrighted from fpcaking againft it. But the more I raifed my voice, the 
greater was the murmtir,.! might have faid clamour ; the count only all tliis while con- 
tinued filent. At length the fermon being ended, and the fubftance of it explained by 
the interpreter, accormng to cuftom, I and my fuperior were in a thoufand doubts about 
this humming. We inquired of every one we met concerning it, yet none durft fatisfy 
us therein ; but all went away fmiling. When all the reft were gone, Ve took one 
into the houfe, and treating him with aqua-vitae and roll-tobacco, intreated him to tell 
us the caufe of the difturbance in the church, believing it could not be caufed by the 
fermon, in which nothing w'as to be condemned, either as to the fubjeft or language. 

“ The difeourfe,” faid he, “ was moft excellent, though not defigned by the Fa- 
ther ; for the people, though not well fkilled in the Portuguefe language, imagine that 
the Fathers-miffioners know all that has happened, and that hum w'as a token of their 
approbation, they having taken liis words in another fenfe.” “ Pray tell me what has 
happened,” faid F.Jofeph: “ 1 will fo,” teplied he ; “ but take notice, there is nolefs 
penalty than death for him that difeovers it to the miflioners, and, therefore. Your 
Reverence muft take care that you do not make me lofe my life.” Being affured we 
would keep his fecret, he proceeded thus : — “ Y our Reverence muft then know, that 
in the time of holy week. Father Paul da Varefe officiating in the church, great multi- 
tudes of this princijjality flocked hither from all parts to join with him in devotion. At 
the fame time the devil, who is never wanting to promote his intereft as often as he 
fees occafion, took the opportunity to put it in the count’s and his relations’ heads, that 
feveral of this congregation, under pretence of religion, were met together in a treache- 
rous defign. Hereupon a great number of the count’s vaffals and fnends being affem- 
bled to wifh him a merry Eafter, that prince ordered them to fee the oath takei^ (what 
this oath is fhall be explained hereafter) by fuch and fuch as he then pointed out, in 
three feveral places of his dominions, and whereby,” continued he there are many 
already dead, and more and more die thereof every day.” “ Is it fo ?” quoth Father 
Jofeph : “ for the future you fhall have no reafon to fear any more dying by thefe 
means. “ Kcither fhall you,” faid he Jo the Negro, “ be in any danger for your difeoyery 
of thefe de^'^li^h pradlices.” The fecond mafs after, the fame Father preached, and re- 
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fuming the fubjefk which I had been upon before, occafton from thence to hint 
fomething ag^ft this fcandal. 

Towards night we both went to court, and defired private audioice of the^ couc^ ; 
which was readily granted us. The hrfl that began with him was my companion Ta> 
ther Joi^h, who warmly reprefented to him, “ That being a Chriltian, he had be* 
haved himfelf like a^ Pagan, commanding thole poor people to take fuch a devililh oath 
' on a groundlefs fufpicion.” To this fmart Charge the count at firft gave no anfwer, 
bong no doubt furprized with fo unexpeded a rejproof j but inftead thereof, though a 
Black, became almoll pale, and thereby convinced us at the fame time both oi his 
guilt and remorfe. This ftrange and hidden alteration put me in mind of what the poet 
Imd of Queen Dido ; * 

MacuH fque trementes 

Interfufa genas, et pallida morte futura. Viac. 1. 4 . ^neid. 

” I cannot believe,” added the Father, “ that Don Antonio Bareto da Silva (fo was 
this prince’s name) could do this of his own head, but rather imagine it to have been 
contrived by his counfellors or relations.” The poor count immediately fell on his 
knees, weeping and lamenting like another David before Nathan the prophet, and con* 
felling his crime m the following words : — “ Truly,” faid he, “ I have been exceedingly 
to blame, in orde];ing fo barbarous a tell of my fubjed’s loyalty ; but fmce I have hnned 
like David, like him I alfo beg pardon.” To which Father Jofeph replied in the 
words of St. Ambrofe fpoken to Theodoltus the Emperor ; “ fmce you have imitated a 
king in his fin, follow him in his repentance.” The elTed of this was, that the count 
the fame night countermanded his orders, and thereby all farther mifchief was pre* 
vented. 

The aforefaid oath, Bolungo, is adminiftered to the fuppofed traitor, by a fort of 
wizard called Cangazumbo, who making a certain compofition out of the juice of 
herbs, ferpents’ Hem, pulp of fruit, and divers other things, gives it to the nippofed 
delinquent to drink, who if guilty (as they tell you) will immediately hill down in a 
fwoon, or trembling, to the ground, infomuch that if they did not prefently give him 
an antidote, he would infallibly die away ; but if not guilty, no harm would happen 
to him. A manifeft and open cheat this, though not difcovered through the blindneis 
of this people ; for the wizard, in cafe he has a mind to acquit the accuied, omits thofe 
ingredients in the compofition which he puts in where he defigns to condemn him. 
This order from the count was an abfolute new thing, and never pra£tiled before ; for 
he had commanded every one of his fubjeds, not exceptmg any, to go to one of thofe 
three places where thefe minifters of the devil refide, and tfiere t<f undergo a teft of 
their loyalty, after the jpllowing manner ; — ^The fuppofed traitor was made to look into a 
great vat of water, wherein if he fell he had immediately his head ftruck off ; but if he 
was innocent, he came away fafe and found. Whence it proceeded that they did or 
did not fall, time mult difcover ; but they that performed this work being heathens, 
it is tq be fuppofed that they poifoned the water. 

Now we are upon the fubjed of thefe oaths or tefts, give, me leave to inform you of 
feveral other forts now in ufe among thefe wicked people : one of thefe is called Chi* 
lurabo, and which might rather be faid to be appli^ than admmiftered ; for the per* 
fon accufed hath a red hot iron paifed over his naked leg ; which if it caufes any blilier, 
be is forthwith thought guilty j but if not, he is^ releafed The deceit of this is, that 
if the patient be determined to be acquitted, the fubtile wizard has a certain prep^^on 
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fo n c ffllgd !r hb hand, of an exceedingly cold nature, with which ftroking gentfy over 
the part, the fire when applied there loi!ra its force ; but if he be to be found guilty, 
that remedy is oimtted, and then the iron is left to caufe its effeft. 

The following pafiage happened when I was in my million at Bengo m the kingdom 
of Angola, on tne account of my health: — The fon of a Mulatto being lick, was 
ordered by a phyfician to be let blood a Have of his that had been a furgeon, 
undertaking to perform the operation, mrough an unfteady guidance of his lance 
happened to prick an artery, whereby foon followed a gangrene, and in a Ihort time 
the patient died.* The father of this youth fuppofing that the Have had dcme what he 
did on purpofe, refolved to have him undergo the trial of Chilumbo, and thereupon 
immei^tely caufed him to be feized and carried to one of thofe three before>mentioned 
places where the wizards live. This done, he was foon brought to the tcft, and had 
not only the red-hot iron pafied over his thigh, which burnt him miferably, but the 
enraged father likewife, not contented with what he had already fuffered, would needs 
bind him hand and foot, and after that thruft a flaming torch feveral times into his face. 
The knowledge oPthis coming to my ear the next day, by means of a courier belonging 
to the bilhop of Loanda, who likewife heightened the fatt, alledging that the Mulatto 
had moreover burnt the Have alive, and afterwards thrown his allies into the river j 
I told the courier that I could give no credit to what he related, unlefs he would bring 
two witnelTes to vouch the truth thereof. Hereupon they were prefently produced, 
but could only affirm, that they faw the Mulatto thruft the torch fevera> times in the 
Have’s ftice ; and that they afterwards heard he was burnt and thrown into the river. 
Upon thefe depofifions I ufed all the means I could to get the wizard intp my power, 
that had performed this hellilh ceremony *, but found it impolfible, becaule he had 
fufpeded 1 Ihould be informed of it, and fo fied away. The next thing I had to do 
was to catch the Mulatto, which I foon accomplilhed by the diligence of fome fpecial 
friends. Being brought before me, he, accofted me after this manner : “ I would fiun 
know,” quoth he, “ for what reafon I am brought before you ?” “ For having wickedly 
burnt your Have,” faid I. “ That is not fo,” anfwered he, “ for Jie is yet alive.” 
“ Bring him then hither,” faid I, “ that I may fee whether he be or not.” Hereupon 
he immediately ordered fome others of his Haves to bring him in, which they forthwith 
did, but bound after that barbarous manner, that it was impolfible to loofe him without 
cutting the cords. Then I demanded of the Mulatto, why he ufed his Have fo barba> 
rouHy. He anfwered, “ For having murdered his only child.” “ That was his * 
misfortune, rathw than his fault,” faid I, “ and therefore you have not done what you 
can juftify.” “ I wll jufljfy it,” faid he, “ before any magiftrate whatfoever.” “ Then 
you lhall do it,” replied I, “ to the bilhop of Loanda.” And accordingly I ordered 
Doth him and his Have to be fent away to that city. I afterw||rds heard that the faid 
bilhop had difcharged the Have, but Ihut up his mailer in prifon till he had fatisfied for 
his offence. 

There are many other fpecies of this tell of Chilumbo, but which I lhall only hint 
at here, they having been more at large defcribed already by Father Montecuceolo in 
his Hiftorical Defcnptions. - 

The fecond way of jidminiftering this Chilumbo tell is, by taking a tender and foft 
root of the tree mnana, which is put into the mouth of the perfon apcufed. Now if 
this root ftjjck to his mouth, and make him feem to be eating of fomething clammy, 
then he is immediately thought j^ilty, and worthy of pununment ; or u it happen 
othenvffe, then is he forthwith diteharged. 
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The third way is, by eating the fruit of a certain palm called Emba, whicif yields 
oil j this being firft tailed by the wizard, to Ihew that there is no danger in it to the 
innocent, is afterwards poifoned and given to the perfon intended to be convifled ; but 
if that prafon be wary, and has a mind to come off fafe, he mult greafe the fills of 
the dillributers, and by thofe means may efcape. 

The fourth trial is, by a pot of boiling W||pr, into which the wizard throws a Hone, 
or any other thing of the like nature, and then takes it out himfelf with his naked hand, 
ordering the rell to do the fame ; they that take it without being fcalded, are fuppoled 
innocent, whereas the contrary declares their guilt. 

The fifth, and which is chiefly praftifed in the kingdom of Congo, is to clapjeveral 
fiiail-lhells to the accufed perfon’s temples ; where, if they .Hick, he is condemned, but 
if not, difcharged. Let the reader judge if there may not be any fallacy in this way, 
or not. 

The fixth, moll in ufe among the Blacks, is to light a torch made of a certain 
bitumen dillilled from trees, and to quench the fame in water j and afterwards to give 
that water to the fuppofed criminal to drink ; which, if he be guilty ,*will do him harm ; 
but if not, will caufe no alteration in him. 

The feventh is pradifed only by fmiths, who are foraetimes wizards, and is called by 
the natives Nole Fianzumdu. The manner of adminillering this Chilumbo, is by heat- 
ing an iron red-hot, and afterwards quenching it in water before ; which water is 
immediately given to drink to thofe that take the oath. Now, if it is obferved that 
they cannot eafily get it down, as it fometimes happens, through apprehenfion only, 
then are they pronounced guilty without any farther proof ; or elfe, by their eafy fwal- 
lowing of it, difcharged. 

Others make this trial, by the water wherein their lord’s feet have been walhed, and 
which is called Nfy-a-mafa. The rell of the kinds I lhall omit fpeakifig of, for the 
reafons before-mentioned. .. 

There are other ways of difcovering theft and forcery, as Hkcwile for abfolving any 
that have taken the aforefaid oathA 

As for the firft, a fubtile wizara^is commilfioned with the name of Nbaci, who takes 
a long thread in his hand, either of linen or woollen, and holding one end himfelf, 
gives the other to hold to him who is the fuppofed thief. This done, he applies a red 
hot iron to the middle of the faid thread, and if it bums, the delinquent is fined to 
the value ; or, if the theft be great, he is made a Have ; but if otherwife, abfolved. 
Whether the devil has any hand in this I cannot decide, not being thoroughly acquainted 
with the matter of fad. 

Concerning the fecond, to difcover w ho has been dealing with the devil, they make 
the following experim<at : — The root of a certain tree called Ncaffa, is diflblved in 
water j and, after dillblution, that water is put up in veffels, and given to the perfon 
accufed to drink. Afterwards he is delivered into the hands of feveral ftrong men to 
mifufe, and lhake about in a manner, that in a very Ihort time he fills down in a fwoon ; 
fome imagine that this is rather occafioned by poifon given him inllead of the faid root. 
This tree is pretty tall, and of a red colour, and has a wonderful virtue for curing the 
tooth-ache and fore gums. It is likewife extremely pernicious to birds, who fly from 
it ; for if they fhould once fettle on its boughs, they would immediately fall down dead 
to the ground. , 

As for the third, to abfolve from any fort of oath, it is performed by a minifter 
called Ganga, or Nzi, who rubs the tongue of the perfon to be abfolved with the fruit 
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of thefKilm that produces oil, and after muttering fonie few. words to hirafelf, he tb^e> 
by frees him from his oath, and fo fends him home to his houfe. * 

Laftly> there is another fort of trial, which is performed not by the deceitful hand 
of a wizard, but by a perfon of fome quality, after the following manner :• — 'fwo obfti- 
nate fellows being at law together, and the truth being hard to be got out of them, 
the judge fummons them both to appear before him, where being come he fixes to 
each of their foreheads a fea-flicll, and at the fame time commands them to bow down 
their heads j now he that the lliell fird drops from is taken for the liar, and the other 
acquitted. 

Whilft I was in Bengo above-mentioned, my companion Father Francis da Monte 
LeoneJ having feized upon one of the aforefaid wizards, fent him to the Portuguefe 
governor to be punimed, wno immediately upon conviction condemned hirgi to death : 
his time of fuffering being come, he was exhorted by Father Francis trt* confefs his 
crime, but inftead thereof, being an obftinate fellow, he gave this anfwer : “ What ! 
would you have me to accufe myfelf where J have committed no crime ? My praCkice 
has always hitherto been to do good to all men and not evil ; for when the poor people 
of my country have fowed, and the earth becai.' e afterwards dry for want of rain, if 
I out of mere charity have caufed the clouds to difiblve to fupply that necellity, was 
this a crime ? If I have converfed with tygers, ferpents, lions, and other wild animals, 
and they have anfwered rie, was there any harm in it ? If at a time when there was 
no boat to be found in the river. I out of pure compaffion called crocAchles to carry us 
over, muft this be accounted a fin ?” After this and the like manner he juftified his 
crime for fome time, yet howovgr at length thought fit to own himfelf guilty ; but 
becaufe he had been profecuted by a miflioner, he was afterwards pardoned his life, 
and fent bound to Brazil. 

We had ntJt been many months in Sogno before the people, through remorfe of 
confcience, difeovered to us that the filler of a certain nobleman of that country cured 
perfous publicly by the help of magic ;* and that moreover to make herfelf the better 
known for a foicerer, Ihe went clothed like a wit^ and wore long dilhevelled hair, 
contrary to the cuftom of thefe parts. They furtWr informed us, ihht Ihe frequently 
had a drum beat before her to publifli her profellion, and likewife that fhe had a fon 
that pradlifed the fame art, and lived with her in the houfe. This being heard by us 
with great abhorrence, we immediately drew up a charge again ft both mother and fon, 
and at the fame time made ufe of our utmoil endi avours to get them apprehended : but 
the former being timely acquainted with our defigns, efcaped up into the country, 
while the latter fell into our fnares, and was fent by us bound to the count. This 
prince, notwithftanding our diligence to feize the prifoner, gave him neverthelefs fo 
much liberty, that he foon found means, though bound, to get to his father’s houfe, 
by whom he was inftantly loofed, and fent to an ifland in the Zaire to be protedled. 
This was the firft difpleafurc we received from the count, whom we jiftervvards feverdy 
upbraided with deftroying the tender plants of Chriftianity in his country, and putting 
a ftop to all good works we had begun there ; telling him, he imitated but ill his pre- 
decelTor Count Stephen, who, after having extirpated thefe wicked wizards almoft 
totally out of his dominions, commanded his governors that w herever they were found at 
any time to have returned, they fhould immediately be feized, and have their heads lopt 
oft without any further ceremony ; and in cafe any of his officers did not put this law 
in execution, he was liable to the fame fcntence. After this manner were our miflioners 
aflifted in their endeavours during (iount Stepheu’s reign ; nay, he was fo zealous in 
his afliftance, that he would travel about with them himfelf, and obfcrvc how things 
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his own OTes ; and if he found any whoremonger, he would repnire hun 
m the fohoMnng words : — ** Either this woman pleafes you, or not ; if ihe does pleale 
you, why do not you marry her ? and if not, why does fhe continue with you 

This reprimand we gave the count fucceeded fo well, that he feemed afterwards 
inclinable m fome meafureto comply with our delires, alledging that he would willingly 
bring thofe offenders to punifliment, but that he could not catch them, by reafon of 
ibrir being removed too far up into the country. Notwithllanding, the fether that had 
before releafed his fon without authority, being afraid of being imprifoned himfelf for 
fo doing, thought it advifeable to feign himfelf lick to evade that danger, and confe* 
quently lent for me to confefs him : I immediately complied with his defires, and con* 
leffed nim, but foon found that what he had done was more o^t of hypocrify than 
fincerity j Ar it is a cuftom in this country, that where any perfon has received abfolu- 
tion, he forthwith becomes free from any crime, and may confequently depart at 
liberty, though he were in hold before. The reafon they give for this is, That if 
God nas pardoned them, how can man pretend to find them guilty ?” The fame was 
anfwered us by the count, when we requefted him, upon finding out the fellow’s diffi- 
mulation, to have him imprifoned again. Have ye not abfolved him ?” quoth he. 
“ Is he not free? How then can I pretend to, lay hands upon him ?” Nor would he 
hear any reafon to the contrary, becaufe the offender was his kinfman. 

Awhile after the count fent us mother of thefe wizards, with an alfurance that for 
the future he would let none efcape that came into his power. This perfon we imme- 
diately carried into a room to examine ; but while my companion went into an adjoin- 
ing apartment to fetch a paper, leaving the prifoner for me and the interpreter to keep, 
he, notwithllanding our diligence, and the great number of people in the next room, 
got from us, A dog we had in the houfe being alarmed at the noife immediately run 
after him, while I by another way purfued him fo luckily, that I foo®! met him and 
tript up his heels, and at the fame inffant followed his fall and leapt upon his back, 
belabouring him with all my might, notwithllanding the fear the people have here of 
meddling with wizards, with th^vd of my order, invoking all the while St. Michael 
and the reft of the faints to mylMtance. At the fame interim my companion came 
in, and could not forbear laughing to obferve how luftily I laid him on. A little after, 
the people that had brought him to us came up and bound him in fuch a manner that 
he could not ftir *, for you mull obferve they were not afraid to touch him, by reafon 
of the Agnus and other prefervatives that we had furnilhed them with. Being thus in 
oUr power, we foon brought him to abjure his errors, and afterwards fet him at liberty. 
The laws of this country as to thefe cafes are as follow : — If the wizard that is taken be 
a freeman, and abjures, for the firft offence he is only enjoined penance; for the 
fecond he pays an Indian piece of about the value of a Have ; but if he offend a third 
time, he is forthwith fold for a Have, and the price of him diftributed among the poor : 
if he be a Have himfelf that offends, although it be the firft time, he is neverthelefs 
prefently fold, and fent among the Whites, a thing fo much abhorred by them that 
they would almoft purchafe their redemption with the price of their lives. When any 
of thefe three laft cafes happens, a perfon is deputed either to receive the money and 
diftribute it as before, or elfe to take in exchange fo much l^en as amounts to the 
value, and this to wrap the dead poor in, after the cuftom of the country. All which 
is done without dur concerning ourfelves, left it fliould occafion fome evil-fpirited people 
to fuggeft that what we did was rather through ^ motive of covetoufnefs than any of 
charity or reUgion. 
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So ifiatty cSfes of this'nature happened to me during my mJflkm, that woeld fijffice 
fo make a volume apart; neverthelefs, not to be too tirefome td my reader, I 
content myfelf with relating only the moft remarkable. Upon a time a certain wizard 
more famous than ordinary was brought before me, whom, not to truft any more to 
the count, I committed to the cuftody of the keeper of the church (an office of great 
gain and much honour, and which is not conferred by us but upon perfons beft 
qualified), to the end that he might imprlfon him the fafer in his own houfe. This 
good man, notwithftanding my particular injundions, not long after fet his prifoner at 
liberty, and placed in his room and in chains a poor flave. At my coming a little 
while after to examine the offendt ’-, not finding him to be the fame that I fent, I began 
to demand of the keeper what was become of him. He anfwered me, “ That 
was he.” Then I a deed the prifoner, if he were the perfon : to which Ae replied, 
“ He was.” Hereupon I feemed to believe both, yet being certain that I was impofed 
upon, I was refolved to know the truth : for this end I called one of the Haves belong- 
ing to the church to me, and commanded him to go immediately and cut olf the pre- 
tended wizard’s head. Hereat the imprifoned flave being affrighted, efpecially when 
he law the axe brought, began to tremble, and cry out, “ I am not he, I am not the 
wizard, but fuch a one is (naming him) whom the keeper has fet free, and put me in 
liis Head.” Then turning to the' keeper, I faid, What fay you to this ?” He an- 
fwered, “ Father, the wizard is gone forth to feck a livelihood, and ha.^ left this perfon 
here as a pledge till he returns ; but (continued he) I will immediately go and look 
after him, and do not queftion but to find him.” Hereupon I went along with him, . 
but to no purpofe, for the fubtle conjurer had very prudently given us both the flip. 
For this offence 1 could do no Icfs tiian deprive the keeper of his place, and he was 
not a little thankful that I left him his life. Moreo\'er, prifoners efcape many times 
here through tlie flightnefs of their prifons, for being moft commonly built with reeds 
they cannot be fuppofed to be very ftrcvig. To remedy this, we generally took care 
at the arrival of any European vefl'cl to embark our prifoners on board, and to tranf- 
port them to other countries. 'Hp . 

The infernal pradlice of forcer) is even abhorred by the natives, and thofe that make 
ufe of it arc for the moft part the meaneft fort of people, ferving here either for phy- 
ficians or furgeons, there being no others in the country. The remedies they have 
are generally the natural ones, and. therefore they have recourfe to witchcraft to credit 
their art, and to make people believe that the virtues of their medicines are conimu., 
nicated to them by the devil. If their phvfic fails, they excufe themfelves, and iav, 

“ A certain ominous bird 4lew*over their heads, and hindered the operation of it :” or 
t'lfe they affert fomc other ridiculous lie. Thefe forts of incantations are always prac- 
tifed in the night-time. The lirft tiling they fay to the fick perfon after he comes 
under their cure is, “ If you have a mind to be cured, be fure not to fend for any con- 
feffor, for his prefence will not only take away the virtue of the remedy, but likewife 
deprive you of your life.” WHien any one dies under their hands, they affirm that 
there were other occafions of his death than thofe of his diftemper, which puts the 
parents upon divers curfed methods of finding out tlie fuppofed murderers, they bring 
generally of opinion that* nobody dies a natural death. 

Dreadful to be remembered, though not unworthy of memory, was a cafe that 
happened in^our time, as follows : — A certain child had languiflied for fome tiriie under 
a deljieratc difeafe, and which, by being the only one its parents had, was their chiefeft 
comfort* and fupport : the relations often folicited them to fend for fome wizard or 
other to recover its health, but they would by no means hear of fuch a propo/iii, 
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altedging that they never yet had had recourfe to any fuch people upion any bccaHon 
whatever To this’ the relations replied, and afked them, “ What they thought the 
world would fay, that they who had but one only child, {hould fuffer it to die for 
want of being at the expence of a magician ?” This they urged fo home, and made 
ufe of fo many other arguments of the like nature, that they at length prevailed upon 
the deluded parents to fend for a wizard hard-by : when he came into the houfe, the 
mother had her fick child in her arms, which the magician ftretehing forth his arm 
to tou^h, in order to begin his charm, at the fame time both the child and the wizard 
expired ; this occafioned fo exceflive an aflliflion in the father and ‘the mother, that 
blaming themfelves for this impious credulity, and»lookmg upon this accident as no 
better than parricide in them, before they would bury the body of their unhappy infant, 
they cam^ to confeffion at our convent. 

Not unlike this was another accident that happened in this country while I was there; 
A certain fick perfon fent to a magician to come and cure him ; the magician came 
accordingly, but as he was ftretehing forth his hand, as in the foregoing cafe, he fell 
down dead to the ground, miferably fofing his own life, at the fame time that he 
endeavoured by wretched means to prolong that of another man. 

But let us return to fpeak a little more of the wicked oaths praflifed among tliefo 
people. 'I’hey have another fort of oath which they call Orioncio : the way of admi- 
uiftering this i!*i by putting exceeding ftrong poifon into tile fruit called Nicefi, fuffi- 
riently Tpoken of before, and afterwards giving that fruit to the fuppofed guilty perfon 
to eat : he has no fooner tailed of it, but his tongue and throat begin to fwell to that 
cxcefs, that* if the wizard did not fpeedily apply an antidote, he ntuft inevitably foon 
perifh under the experiment, and though innocent he commonly remains tortured for 
many days. 

'riie oath called Oluchenche is given after the following manner — ‘I’he perfon that 
takes it has his limbs bound tighter or loofer, to force out the truth as they term it, 
according to the wizard’s inclination to find him either guilty or innocent. 

As 1 paffed through the kingdom of Angola, one of the aforefaid forts of the oatit 
called Bolungo, was adminiftered to a Mufacca (fo they call the receiver among tlie 
Whites), a relation to the King of Congo, and to him of Loango, one of the power- 
fullell along that coaft, and whofe fon, as they told me, was to fucceed in that king- 
dom. 'Fo this perfon the Scinghili, (gods of the earth, l)eing the name they have foe 
iheir wizards,) attributed the caufe of its not raming in the month of March, at which 
time it always had accuftomed to have rained. He therefore, to fatisfy the rage of the 
people, was to undergo this dangerous teft, which he accordingly djd, and unexpectedly 
came off acquitted. The Scinghili, or wizards, boaft. that it is in their power to grant 
or prevent either wet weather or a drought. 

We having put afhore in one of the ports of this kingdom, as we were on our 
voyage to Congo, and the people having underftood who I was, and that I was of a 
contrary opinion to that of their Scinghili, they began, immediately to murmur againft 
me. Their wizards, to confirm their belief, and to oppofe mine, foretold that there 
foould be no rain all that fummer. But it fo fell out, and Providence, I believe, had 
fo ordered it, that fcarce was I got a&ore to fay mafs, but tho heavens began, to pour 
forth their watry wrath againft mefe infidels in fuch a manner, that thefe very wizards 
were afterwards forced to own to me that their knowledge in thefe masters was not 
infallible. * 

In our convent at Sogno, our Fathers had built one apartment two ftories high, on. 
purpofe to keep, fome of the church uteafils by themfelves. No rain having happened 
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tliat feaibn, the Scinghili attributed the caufe thereof to our raifiijg our building con- 
trary to the cuftom of the country. Hereupon the too credulous people came one day 
in a great rage to pull down that apartment ; when one of our Fathers, immediately 
going out, demanded of them, “ What they would have ?” Whom they anfwered in 
great fury, “ That they mult either pull down that building, or they Ihould always 
want rain.” This foon fired the pious Father, and made him to go on with a great 
deal of zeal ; firft reproaching their unwarrantable folly, and after giving them to 
underftand that God was the only difpofer of all gifts, in heaven, ej#fh, or 

fca, fometimes giving, and fometimes withholding, accoijing as he belt faw fit and 
convenient ; and that the miniften of the prince of darknels, fuch as their Schinghili, 
were only qualified to deftn.y men, both here and hereafter, inftead of during them 
the Icall kindnel's. “ Make a devout procefiion,” faid he, “ to our Lady of Pinda, I 
affure you God will relieve your wants.” So they did, and fo it fell out, the earth 
being leaked with the rain, the houfe remaining untouched, and the people fatisfied. 
Kince then they have nfed this in time of dillrefs, and it has happened they have gone 
from the Banza with fair weather, and returned w'ell foaked from Pinda. 

Whilll my companion. Father Jofeph, was formerly travelling on his million in 
Sogno, he came to an open country at a time when the clouds were jull ready to dif- 
embogue their burthens. He there overtook a traveller likewile, who W'as uandipg 
llock ftill, and murmuring ftrange words to himfelf. After which he mounted his 
bow', and lliot an arrow up into the air with great indignation. The Father perceiving 
this, and guefling it to be fome of the devililli pradices of this country, immediately 
came up to him, and after having lliarply reproved him for his offence,* acquainte*! 
him, “ That he believed all his hellilh art w'ould not fuffice to keep it from raining 
that day and as he guelTed, fo it foon happened ; for prefentJy after there fell fo 
great a Ihower, that the Father was wet to the Ikin, which he was neverthelefs pleafed 
with, by reafon that it had fo plentifully ^ifappointed the wicked forcerer. At this the 
wretch was much furprifed, but w'ould not neverthelefs be convinced of his error, 
allirming, “ That this had happened through the power of thofe that w&t before him, 
who w'cre greater proficients in magic than himfelf.” Thefe provoking words caufed 
the black ChrilHans that were along with the Father to feize upon the wizard, and to 
give him that chaftifement which his crime deferved. 

In the country about Coanza, a river to be palTed in the way to Singa, a certain 
Soua, or lord of the manor, caufed himfelf to be accounted a Scinghili, requiring his 
vaffals to make their addreffes to him when they wanted rain. One of our Fathers 
coming thither, and»detefl;lng fhc impious abufe, did what lay in his power to get him 
feized ; but being difappointed through the quality of the perl'on, he was forced to 
have recourfe to a milder retnedy ; and no doubt infpired by God, he told the inha- 
bitants, “ That if they did not rid out of their hearts that curfed opinion, they would 
never have any rain.” As the Father prophefied, fo it happened j for ever fince, for 
feventcen years together, they have not had one drop in thofe parts, whereby the earth 
is become fo dry, efpecially confidering the climate, that it was yawned wide in molt 
places, and feems with lb many mouths to beg pardon to the Almighty Uifpenfer of 
the benefits for the blafphemy of their lord. It is true^ the heft come-off they have 
for this offence is, that the laid Father, after their difbl^dience, curfed the gir ; and 
fo caufed it -to withhold its favours from them. Notwithftanding the curfe on his 
-country, and the lofs of his vaffals, \tho went to live in other parts, the obftinate 
Soua, iftiwilling to own his error, ftill continued to pretend to the fame power. 

oo .2 
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1 0 conclude fpeaking any more of oaths;, I will give one terrible inftance relating to 
them, which happened in the kingdom of Matamba, being the dominions of the 
queen of Singa, and related to me by Father Francis da Pavia, a miffioner there. 
Upon an affair fomething more confiderable than ordinary, a certain friar of our order 
thought fitting to give an oath on the holy evangelifts to two of the greateft magicians, 
counfellors to the queen. At firft they refufed to take it, but at length conl'ented, 
faying to themfclves, “ What harm can happen to us by fo doing ? We had better 
falisfyilhe Father in fo indifferent a matter, than difoblige him by a reffifal.” Hereupon 
they prefcntly agreed to take it, and fwore, but falfely, when a llrange accident hap- 
pened. The firft of thefe burft, and fell down derfd, while he had his hand on the 
mafs-book ; and the other languifhed away, and died in about fix hours after. Which 
taught Olivers to be more cautious hoiv they jelled with God. 

From the death of thefe two magicians of the higher rank, let us proceed to fpeak 
of other wizards, who moft commonly die violent deaths, and that for the moft part 
voluntarily. For the prefent, I fliall only fpeak of the head or chief of thefe wretches, 
from whom the reft take example. He^is ftylcd in the country-language Ganga Chi- 
torne, being reputed god of the earth, and to whom is confi^quently paid the firft fruits 
of all it produces, due to him, as they fay, as its author, and not cither to the ordinary 
work of nature, or to the extraordinary one of Providence. ^ This power he alfo boafts 
to be able to communicate to others, when and as often as he plcafcs. He further 
afferts, that his body is not capable of fufl'ering a natural death ; and, therefore, to con- 
firm his adorers in that opinion, whenever he finds his end approaching, either through 
age or difeafe, he calls for fuch a one of his difciples as he defigns to fuccecd him, and 
pretends to communicate to him his great power j and afterwards in public (w'hcrc this 
tragedy is always afted) he commands him to tie a halter about his neck, and to ftrangic 
him therewith, or elfe to take a club, and knock him down dead. This command be- 
ing once pronounced, is foon executed, and the wizard thereby fent a martyr to the 
devil. The reafon that this is done in public, is to make known the fuccellbr ordained 
by the laft breath of the predeceffor, and to fhew that he has the fame power of pro- 
ducing, rain, and the like. If this office were not thus continually filled, the inhabit- 
ants fay, “ That the earth would foon become barren, and mankind confequently 
perilh.” In my time, one of thefe magicians was call into the fca, another into a river, 
a mother and her fon put to death, and many other banilhed by our order, as has 
been faid. 

In the firft year of our arrival in thefe parts, there happened a paffage worthy to be 
remembered, which, before I can begin with, I muft get Ibrrfe year* back with my ftory. 
Upon the late King of Congo’s deatli, two very confiderable perfons pretended to that 
crown, either of whom did all that in him lay to procure the count of Sogno, a power- 
ful eleftor, on his fide. One of thefe, whofe name was Simantamba, made him feveral 
prefents of flaves for that purpofe, but which had been all taken by force ; and there- 
fore the Fathers that were then at his court advifed him by no means to accept of them. 
To this the count anfwered, “ That he had already confidered of the matter, and was 
inclinable to be of their opinion, that he ought not to accept of them.” Some time 
after, the fame Simantamba, to ingratiate himfelf the further 'into this prince, and to 
engage him in' a ftricter tie of friendfhip, requefted his After of him for a wife. To 
this tile count fo readily confented, that he not only fent him her forthwith, but like- 
wife the crown itfelf, which, it feems, he had t then in his poffeffion, together with a 
velvet throne, feveral other things of great value, and divers armed troops. ‘ Siman- 
tamba Iiaying advice of the approach of Ins fpoufe, w ent out feveral days’ journey to 
* meet 
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meet her ; and, the better to avoid the fnares that might be laid for him by his rival in 
the crown, thought it proper to fet down and fortify himfelf in a very ftrotig wood. The 
count’s army arriving fbme time after with fongs, mufic, and dancing, entered the wood 
with great alacrity, which Siniantaniba’s followers perceiving, and, fearing fome trea- 
chery by reafon of fo great a number of people fent l:iy the count, advifed their mailer to 
oppofe their entrance : but he truftiag too much to his fecurity, rejefted their advice^ 
and, coni'equently, foon became a martyr to his credulity ; for the count’s army had 
no Iboner got polleflion of the wood, but tlicy fet \ipon both him and his follqjvers with 
piflols, and, killing the greatefi: part, forced the relt to fly. Thus, inllead of a joyful 
hymen, this prince met with a ‘arbarous death, and which, together with that of his 
friends, fuited with the debription made by Virgil in the fecond book of his iEneid : 

Ludus ubiq. pavor, et plurima mortis imago. 

Some time after, the brother of this deccafed prince got together a great number of 
people to revenge his brother’s death ; and his firft exploit was the taking of a great 
part of the county of Chiovachianza belonging to Sogno. To recover which, the 
count, at our being there, raifed a great army likewife, and marched diredly towards 
the chief city of his antagonift. At his arrival, he found all the inhabitants fled ; 
whereupon the Sognefe foldiers fell immediately to rifling of the houjps, and moreover 
began to kill all the living creatures they met in their way, to fatisfy their hunger. 
Amongll the reft they found a cock of a larger lize than ordinary, with a great ring of 
iron about one of his legs, which occafioned one of the w'ifcft among thpm to cry out, 
“ Surely this cock muft be bewitched, and is not at all proper for us to meddle 
with.” To which the reft anfwcred, “ Be it what it will, we are refolvcd to eat it.’* 
For this end they immediately killed, and tore it to pieces after the manner of the 
Negroes, and afterwards put it into a jjot to boil. When it was enough, they took it 
out into a platter, and two, according to tiie cuftom, having faid grace, five of them 
fat down to it with great greedinefs. But before they had touched a Jiit, to their great 
Avondcr and amazement, the boiled pieces of the cock, though fodden, and near dif- 
folved, began to move about, and unite into the form they were in before, and being fo 
united, the reftored cock immediately raifed himfelf up, and jumped out of the platter 
upon the ground, where he walked about as well as when he was firft taken. After- 
wards he leaped upon an adjoining wall, where he became new-feathered all of a hid- 
den, and then took his flight to a tree hard-by, where fixing himfelf, he, after three 
claps of his wings, made a moft hideous noife, and then difappeared. Every one may* 
eafily imagine what a terrible fright the fpedlators were in at this fight, who, leaping 
with a thoufand Ave-Marias in tlicir mouths from the place where this had happened, , 
were contented to obferve moft of the particulars at a diftance. The caufe of their pre- 
fervation they attributed to the grace that was faid before they fat down ; otherwife they 
were of opinion that they ftioukl all have been either pofteffed or killed. I having re- 
lated this ftory to Father Thomas da Seftolla, one of our order, who had been fuperior 
of a miflion to Congo and Angola for above feven years, he told me, that whilft he 
lived in Congo, he heard two perfons aver that the before-mentioned Simantamba had a 
very large cock, from whofe manner and time of crowing he obfervpd with great fu- 
perftition,, whether his undertakings flumld be unlucky or profperous. But notwith- 
ftanding the infallibility of his oracle, we find he was deceived when he made that laft ex- 
pedition wherein he loft his life. Whether this cock of his was the fame mentioned 

before 
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before to have been reftored to life after a moft miraculous manner, I Ihall not take 
upon me to determine. 

The fame Father Thomas acquainted me how he and his companion had been abufcd 
in their miflion at Sogno, and fent among the pagans into the kingdom of Angoij, which 
was after the following manner. A King of Congo being delirous of being crowned, 
)iad recouife to the Portugucfe of the kingdom of Angola for their affiftance, with 
condition, that in cafe he fucceeded in his defign, he would give them the country of 
Sogno, and two mines of gold to boot. 'I'his proffer being not unwelcome to the l*or- 
tuguelt', they immediately affembled themfelves to take poffellion of it, to the end that 
thert by they might be more fecure of having their bargain performed after they had 
done their w’ork. At the fame time, the King gathered gre^t numbers of his fuhjcds 
together to Join the Portuguefe, adding moreover a certain company of Giaglii under 
the Ciilangola (a chief among this barbarous people, that delight in feeding on man’-; 
fleffi) all which immediately fet forward towards Sogno. The count being foon ac- 
quainted w'ilh thefe proceedings, railed a prodigious army likewife, and thcrew iih w ent 
out to meet his bold invaders. But It fo Jiappened, that by reafon the Sognefe army 
were wholly unacquainted with the fire-arms and manner of the Portuguefe fighting, 
they were foon difeomfited and routed, leaving the field, and an innumerable number 
of prifoners, together with the dead body of their count, to the conquerors. 

After this vieWy obtained, the aforefaid Calangola propofed to tire Portuguefe cap- 
tain to have all the prifoners killed, and given to his foldiers to eat, alleging, “ th.at the 
next day they Ihould take as many more, and they would then not be able to keep both.” 
This propofaltthe captain, either through clemency or intereft, refufed to confent to, 
telling the calangola, that his men, if they pleafed, might feed for the prefent on the 
dead bodies, and in the mean-time he would confider of his requell:. Whilll: this paffed, 
the countefs-dowager, together with all the people, petitioned the faid captain, “ that 
he would proceed no farther with his hollilities, ^nd he Ihould be fully fatisfied in what 
he demanded.” To which the captain aniwored, “ That he was refolved to go on as 
far as the farthefl Banza*, to teach the Sognefe people the bounds of their obedience 
to Congo.” Hereat the people being extremely enraged, one of the principal among 
them being of the blood of the counts, flood up, and told them, “ That if they would 
elect him for their count, he would foon rid them of their fears of the Portuguefe.” 
To this the affrighted people immediately confented, and, at the fime time, chofe him 
for their foveeign. Being thus chofen, he. began to unite and fortify the dill rafted 
minds of his fubjefts ; and to the end they might quickly be in a condition to take the 
field, he gave them the following inllruftions. Firll h» ordered tjiem to (have their 
heads f which cullom continues even to this day among thefe people, whether male or 
females). Next he commanded them to bind palm-lcavcs about their temples, to the 
end that in the battle they might thereby be diltinguilhcd from thofe Blacks that 
accompanied the Portuguefe. He further advifed them not to be afraid either of the 
noife or flafliinge of guns, fince they were only as bugbears fit to fright children, and 
not men of courage. He moreover cautioned them againll minding thofe European 
trifles which their enemies the "Whites were accuftomed to throw among them, when 
they had a mind to diforder and make them break their ranks f... He likewife ordered 
them to (hoot alw’^ays at the men, and not the horfes, thefe lafl being inconfiderablc in 

* Banzs is a name given to the cities here. i . 

f The Portoguefe, to put thetn into diforder, ufed to fcatter knives, biW of coral and of cloth,, about 
which they ran out to pick up, and fo were difpetfed. 

war. 
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war, and nothing like to the nature of tigers, lions and elephants, lie commanded 
them moreover that if any among them turned his back, they fhould immediately ftrike 
off hfe head ; and if more than one did the fame, the reft fliould ferve him the like : 
“ For,” fays he, “ we are all refohed to die a glorious death, rather than live a mifer- 
able life.” Laftly, to the end that his foibwers might go on under him with the lefs- 
concern, he commanded them to kill all their domeftic animals; and the better to 
encourage them therein, was the fir ft that fet them an example, by killing his own in 
their fight. This he did Ukewife to prevent the Portugucfe (in cafe they fhould have 
the better of him) from having any thing to triumph over,*and feaft with in his domi- 
nions } and rather chofe to have his fubjeds feed on them, to hearten and ftrengthen 
them for battle, than to have his enemies fatten and regale on his fpoils. Now becaufe 
his orders had been fo pundually obferved in this particular, the whole race of thefe 
beafts, efpecially of cows, has alinoft been totally deftroyed ever fince ; infomuch that 
I myfelf have known a young maid fold here for a calf, and a woman for a cow. To 
reinforce this his army, the laft thing this count did was to call in his neighbours to his 
alfiftance, together with whom and his own fubjeds having compofed a wonderous force, 
he forthwith marched out into the field. I lis enemies, through too great a negligence 
and contempt of his power, foon betrayed themfelves into his hands ; for marching on 
vvitliout the lead order, they gave opportunity to an ambulh that lay ready for them, to 
break, and put them eafily to flight. The firft that fled were the Gtaghi, being the 
troops under their calangola, and the forces of the King of Congo followed foon after. 
The flaves that had been taken in the battle before, finding here an opportunity to 
tfcape, run like madmen in amongft their friends, and having their arms unloofea by 
them, prefently turned all their fury upon the remaining Portuguefe, who ftill kept their 
ground ; but at length being overpowered by numbers, they were forced to give back,' 
and were all killed in the purfuit, except fix who were taken prifoners, and brought 
before the count ; who demanded of them, “ If they would chuofe to die with their 
companions, or furvive to be made flaves ?” To which they anfwcred, with an accuf- 
tomed Spanifh refolution, “ Never did Whites yet yield to be made llaves to Blacks,, 
neither would they.” Which anfwer foon caufed their deftruftion ; for fcarce were the 
w'ords out of their mouths, but they were all killed upon the fpot. All the artillery and 
baggage was taken by the Sognefe army ; the former of which, together with fome 
pieces of cannon bought of the Hollanders, ferved to furnifli a fortrefs built with earth 
at the mouth of the river Zaire, which commands both the faid river and the fea. 

Before they left Loanda, the Portuguefe army had defired of the commander of the 
Armadilia (fo they called Ihei/ fleet by reafon of the fmallnefs of it) that as he failed 
along the coafts of Sognoi, wherever he faw great fires burning he fliould anchor.” 
Now after the obtained viftory, the Sognefe foldiers fpent all their nights in jollity and 
merriment about fuch fires, as had been deferibed ; which the Ihips immediately per- 
ceiving, dropped their anchors hard-by and were preparing to land their force : while 
difeovering from the fliore a Portuguefe flave that hailed them, they foon took him into 
a boat, and found he had been fent by the count to the governor of Loanda with a leg 
and an arm of a White ; together with this infulting meflTage, “ Go carry the news of 
your defeat, together with this prefent, to the governor of Loanda your mailer.'* Thus 
you may perceive the feamav, if they had landed, had been in the fanSe cafe with the 
landmen, and inftead of imprifoning the Blacks in the fliackles they had carried along 
with them for that purpofe, had been tndoubtedly in the like condition themfelves, juid 
had bedn at leaft made flaves of, if th^ came oflf with their lives- 
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What the Sognefe fay for themfelves in juftification of this quarrel, is as follows : 
They alk firft, “ Whar right the King of Congo had to give away their country of Sog- 
no to the Portuguefc, wlien it was none of his, but a fovereignty of itfelf ?” And next 
they would know, “ Why the Portuguefe, who were not unacquainted with that parti- 
cular, fliould be fo unjuft as to be ready to accept of it, and that in an hoftile manner ?” 
•They alleged moreover, “ That when the Hollanders fome years fmee had got poflef- 
fion of the kingdom of Angola, a great number oi Portuguefe being routed thence, fled 
to Sogno, where they were courteoufly entertained by the count, who. gave them the 
ifland of Horfes to live in ; '^and moreover furnilhed them with all manner of provifions 
gratis. Now they could not but much wonder that hhofc people whom they had fo 
hofpitably Relieved, fliould have the ingratitude to endeavour to take their country away 
from them.” Thefe jars arifing upon this occafion, could not but be extremely preju- 
dicial to the infant growth of Chriltianity in this country, infoaiuch that one of our order 
who lived at Sogno died for mere grief thereof: and 1 my felt met with feveral people 
in Chitombi, the place where the battle was fought, who would come no more to con- 
feflion upon that account. * 

Now to return to our ftory : the count having received in the aforefaid battle about 
thirteen wounds, in near the compafs of a month, died thcieof; am! a new one 

being foon chofen in his ftead, he nouriflied in his heart Jo great a hatred to the 

Portuguefe, thaf he rcfolved for the future to have no more dealings iieiiher with 

them nor the Capuchins, whom he looked upon to belong to tliein. Wliereupon 

fending for fome Flemifli merchants that were juft then upon their departure out of his 
country for Flanders, he writ by them to the pope’s nuncio there, to funiifli his domi- 
nion with new priefts. The pious prelate upon the receipt of this letter, fent him two 
Francifeans and one lay-brother, with ftridf command to them, that if tlicre were any 
Capuchins in the country, they fliould fubmit to them as their fuperiors. 'I’hefe three 
religious perfons being arrived, were received*‘with all the courtefy imaginable, and 
afterwards conduclcd to our convent. The count perceiving that he had now got other 
priefts, made ufd of feveral falfe pretexts to fend ours away ; and at laft being not able 
ro prove any crimes againft them, he had recourfe to the moft barbarous and arbitrary 
ufage that could be thought on, commanding that they fliould be dragged out of his 
dominions for the fpacc of two miles together. This was forthwith executed with the 
greateft rigour, for the officers of this cruel niafter not only tore them along in their 
own cords, with their faces grating doumwards upon the hinds, but likewife reviled tlicm 
all the way with unmerited reproaches and calumnies. All which notwithftanding thefe 
pious fathers underwent with the greateft chearfulnefs, Well Remembering what greater 
punifliments and indignities their Saviour had iuffored for them before. So great 
neverthelefs were the injuries oflered to thefe fathers, that in no long time after one of 
them died ; and tlie other, who was the aforefaid Father Thomas, hardly efcaped with 
his life. !^ing thus mifufed, and withal unprovided of all necefl'aries, they were at laft 
left on the confines of the count’s dominion, in a little uninhabited ifland of the river 
Ztiire. Here they made fliift to fupport themfelves for two or three days ; F. Thomas, 
who was the leaf! hurt of the two, going out to hunt for their fubfiftence : but at length 
they were unexpectedly delivered from hence by fome pagan fi/Rermen, who took them 
on board them, *and carried them to a city of their’s called Bombangoij in the kingdom 
of Angoij. Here arriving at night, they were very courteoufly entertained by an infidel 
of the place, who gave tlunn a fupper, and moreover affigned them a houfe, and three 
women to wait on them after the manner of that (;ountry. JQut our fathers not* caring 
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to trull themfdves among thefe people, foon after they had fupped, fending away their 
women, meditated an el'cape. For this purpofe Father Thomas, who was the bell abb 
to walk, took his lame companion upon his back, and marched out of the houfe ; but 
he had not gone far, but he was forced, through weaknefs, to fet down his burden 
under a great fhady tree ; which as foon as day appeared, for fear of difeovery, they 
made Ihilt to get up into. Their patron coming that morning to vifit his guclls, and 
finding them gone, much wondered ; and well knowing they could not be got far, by 
reafon of the conjdition he left them in, immediately went about to fearch after them. 
Coming at Jail near the place where they were, and not having yet found them, a pagan 
thought came into his head, that "hey might have been carried away by fome fpirits, 
and which he e.Kprefled after this manner ; “ If the devil has carried them away, I fup- 
pofe he did it that they might make me no recompence for my kindnefs.” Our Fathers 
hearing this, could not forbear laughing, even amidll their miferics and misfortunes, and 
putting out their heads from the tree, cried out, “ We are here, friend, never doubt 
our gratitude, for we only went out of the houfe to refrefli ourfelvcs with the rays o{' 
the rifing fun.” Hereat the old man being exceedingly rejoiced, immediately took 
them down, and putting them into tw'o nets, fent them away to (kipinda, a port of the 
kingdom of Angoij, about two days journey from Boinbangoij. Here, if 1 am not niif- 
taken, the Father that had been molt harafled, died ; and Father Thomas embarking 
himfelf not long after on board a vefl'el that lay there, departed for LoanQa in the king- 
dom of Angola. One of the two Francifeans that remained yet in Sogno, the other 
having been gone for Angola I'ome time before, being extremely affronted at the ill 
ufage of ihcfe two Capuchins, fignified to the count that he thought himfelf* obliged in 
charity to go in quell of his banifhed brethren, and that cither to fujjport them if alive, 
or bury them if dead. This requeft the count highly approved of, anti confcquently 
gave him leave to go. Having hereby obtained his defire, he loon fet out for Capinda, 
but never returned, thinking it rather stdvifeable to go on board the fame vefl'el with 
Father Thomas for Loanda. 

His companion, the lay-brother, not finding him to return, obtained’leave likewife 
to go on the fame errand, as well as under pretence of haftening his return ; but 
being once out of fight, he alfo w'as no more to be I’een. Our convent thus being 
deprived of all its inhabitants, only one lay-brother remaining behind, whom the 
count kept locked up for fear of lofing him j the people rofe in great fury againfl 
their Prince, and that for depriving them of the mifllon defigned for their good. No 
prudence being capable of oppofing" this mutiny, they at lall went fo far that they 
feized upon their cou^t, and fent him bound to an ifland of his doniinioiis in the Zaire ; 
where, that he might not be abfolutely idle, they left him at liberty to command, and 
afterwards chofe a new count. This Prince being but little I'atisfied with his confine- 
ment, did all that in him lay to get himfelf reftored, intriguing inceff'antly with the 
neighbouring nations for that purpofe. But which coming timely to his I'ubjefts’ ears, 
they once more feized upon him, and tying a huge w-eight to his neck»^ threw him 
in ajage into the fea, with thefe words : “ Over this river you made the poor Capu- 
chins to pafs into ba^nilhment, for no offence, and into the fame go you, barbarous and 
inhuman monller, for fo doing.” Thus ended the life of a perlecutor of poor harm- 
lefs men, who offended him only in that they were either really or elfe fnfpedled to be 
Portuguefe. 

Whilfl; matters went thus, Father Jofeph Maria, who lived then at Loanda, after 
fume^ timp came to Sogno, under pretmee of carrying away the lay-iarother before- 
mentioned, with fome church-utenlils Belonging to the million, though in reality b's 
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buiinefs was to found the minds of the Sognefe people. After his arrival at the mouth 
of the river Zaire, called by the Portuguefe Pionta del Padron, before he would fet 
foot a-lhore, he fent a meflenger to acquaint the count with his being there. As foon 
as the people heard of it, they hurried away in great numbers to fee him, and 
prefently acquainted him, “ how they had difpatched the enemy of the Capuchins into 
that river, and that for the future they would defend thofe holy men to the laft drop 
of their blood.” This promife they afterwards confirmed by an oath at the holy altar. 
They alfo, at the fame tii^ne, earneftly entreated this Father, “ that he would continue 
among them, and depart no more for Loanda.” 'i^'o this requeft. Father Jofeph an- 
fwcred, “ That his comniiflion from his fuperior extended no farther than to bring 
away Father Leonard, together with the church goods.^’ In Ihort, fo very urgent 
were their entreaties, and fo powerful their reafons, that he was at length prevailed 
upon to tarry with them ; and that efpecially at the return of the melTenger who 
brought him the fame defires from the new count. All this gained fo far upon him, 
that he not only confented to ftay himfclf, but likewife, as a farther token of good-will, 
and pardoning their late ofi'ence, procured alfo the injured Father Thomas to return 
once more among them ; and even from thence-forward our order has lived in that 
country without the leall moleflation. 

This earldom is very large, even if you except Chiovachjanza fpoken of before. In 
it there were formerly about fix miflioners, but there are now for the molf part but 
one or two, when there is occafion for a much greater number. In the firfl mifiion 
iny companion went on into thefe parts, above five hundred, as well men and women, 
as childicn, were baptized by him in a day. 1 have alfo known here abundance of 
mothers come five or fix days journey, with their infants in their arms, to have them 
chriftened, or elfe to confefs themfelves, paying the interpreter to-boot. How often 
does it happen among Europeans, that many put oil' the facrament of the blelled fupper 
from time to time, with no fmall hazard to thCir fouls Whereas, in this country, there 
is only a want of apoftolic labourers to make the people ftrift obfervers of the com- 
mandments, and conftant in the faith. 

To preferve as much as poflible this new-planted Chriftianity, it has been ordered, 
that in every city, or place of any note, there fhould be one church at leaft, and at 
my being here there were in all about eighteen throughout the count's dominions. To 
every of thefe there is fent fume perfon that has been bred up in our convent, w'ho, 
three times a-week, is to fay over the Rofary to the people, and withal to teach every 
Sunday. On all holidays, inftead of mafs the Litany is only fung, and the Chriftian 
do£frine expounded ; and on the firfl Sunday of every mdnth there is a proceflion to 
be of the Rofary. As often as any dedication-day of a church happens, the millioner 
takes care to be prefent himfelf if he can poffibly, when great numbers appear, either 
to baptize their children, to marry, or to receive the facrament. 

Herein neverthelcfs there did not want abufes, introduced for the mofl part by 
foreigners, rather than the natives, of whom there are many, who, through the grace 
of God, live fuch good lives, that fometimes in their confellions there has fcarcej^een 
matter for abfolution. The firfl abufe was in matrimony, after the following manner : — 
Thefe people were accuflomed to converfe with their wives feane time before they mar- 
ried them, to* try if they could like them ; and after the fame manner the wives were 
to experience their hufbands. — The contradls were made thus ; A father and mother 
feeing their fon arrived to an age fit for marripgc, fend a prefent (which goes alfo for 
a portion), according to their ability, to the fjvther and mother of the perfon that he 
fancies, requefling their daughter of them for a wife to their fon. Together with this 
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prefent there is likewife fent an earthen pot full of palm-wine, called by the natives 
Cietto a Melaffo. Before the intended wile’s parents receive the prefent, they and 
their company are to drink up the wine : firft, the father is to drink, then the mother ; 
and after them it is handed about among the ftanders-by : if this laft ceremony were 
omitted, it would be accounted a confidcrablc affront. After all this is done, the 
hither is to return an anfwcr either one way or other : if he rejedfs the offer, he mull 
make his excufes ; but if he accept it, he only retains the portion. When the lall 
happens, the hulband, with his friends and relations, goes immediately, upon notice 
that the prefent has been accepted, to his wife’s father’s houfe ; and having there re- 
ceived her of her parents, conduds her to his own. The way of marrying in fade 
cedefta is not at all approv .;d of by them, for they mull firft be fatisfied whether their 
wife will have children, of which they are very folicitous ; whether Ihe will ‘be diligent 
in her daily labour ; and laftly, whethoj (he will prove obedient, before they will marry 
her. If they find her faulty in any of thefe points, they immediately fend her back 
again to her parents. When the fault proceeds from the wife’s fide, the hufband muft 
have the prefent he made her reftored ; biK when it happens on his part, he can 
recover nothing. Though the woman, through any defed, either in perfon or be- 
haviour, be returned, yet is Ihc not nevcrthelels looked upon as the worfe for it, but 
foon after generally undergoes another trial. Being obliged by us to marry, when 
once they are become fo, they will live fo chriftian-like and lovingly together, that the 
wife would fooner fufier herfelf to be cut to pieces, than confent to defile her hufband’s 
bed. If it at any time happen otherwife, which I am confident rarely does, the adul- 
terer is obliged to give the value of a Have to the hufband of the adultrefe, and Ihe is 
to go forthwith and beg her hufband’s pardon for the wrong fhe has done him ; other- 
wife if he comes to know of her crime, he may eaflly obtain a divorce. Such as are 
found to cohabit together, without being lawfully married, are fined fo much oPthe 
country money as amounts to the valuoof nine of our crowns. 

It muft be r/oferved, that the father of the bride, when he receives the prefent for 
her, though it be never fo little, muff not complain, for that would be no better than 
felling his daughter. Wherefore, to prevent fuch a crime, all men are taxed by the 
public in thofe matters how much they lhall give, and which is always rated according 
to their qualities and conditions. 

All that the bride’s parents receive upon this account, they look upon as due to them 
for maintaining their daughter to the time of her marriage ; fo that you may perceive 
he is to be efteemed the richeft perfon here who has moll daughters. 

A notable abufe»is thfe other, though pradfiled by the meaner fort of people, and 
that but feldom. W^hen a man happens to draw near his end, who has taken a woman 
for his wife, but whom he had not yet married, to fave returning the portion, he leaves 
the concubine to fome kinfman. To prevent the which, we have ordered, that he who 

receives a woman in that nature fhall be baftinadoed. One of thefe Negroes that had 

taken his coufin to wife, was once brought beiore me. This perfon was of the better 
fort ; but 1 thought the greater his quality was, the greater would be the fcandal if I 
Ihould let him go unpuniflied ; and therefore iiaving firft ufed admonitions to him, 
and finding them fruittefs, I proceeded to menaces ; but all the effedt they had was, 
that inftead of quitting lier, he made a new prefent to her father, and thereby infinuated 
that he had fuhilled the law. Hereupon I caufed him to be again apprehended, toge- 
ther with his fpoufe; and having made a lliort j'ermon to them both, and the reft of 
the pcbple, to fhew the heinoufaefs «f this cri.ue, upon their further obftinacy, I de- 
livered them up to the people to be aealt ivkh as they thought fit ; who, taking them 
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into their cuftody, before they parted -with them, feverely fcourged them both, and 
moreover deprived the man of a certain office he held, which brought him in great 
profit. 

I laid before, that women would have experience of their hufbands before they 
married them, in like manner as the men were to have of them ; and in this particular 
I can aver, that they arc commonly much more obflinate or fickle than men, for I have 
known many of thefe lalt, that were willing to be married, and the women always 
hung back, and cither fled away or made excules. 

Aniongft the many cafdi of this nature that happened to me in my million, I Ihall 
relate only one more. Being called to confels a fick woman that had a daughter who 
lived witl^ a man upon trial ; before I confeffed her, 1 void her “ That I could not 
make her partaker oi the benefit of abfolution, unlefs flie withdrew her daughter from 
the ftate of Im fhe lived in, and obliged her to mjrry to which the fick woman readily 
anfwered, “Father, I will never confent that my daughter fliall have occafion from me 
tocurfe me after I am dead, for obliging her to man y where flic does not fancy.” Then 
I replied, “ What, do you ftaad more innwe of a temporal than an eternal ciule ?” And 
at the fame time calling the daughter to me, I demanded of her, “ If fhe would be willing 
that her mother fliould go to hell upon her account ?” The wretch hearing this, began 
immediately to tremble and weep, and calling her feigned hp/band to her, fwore before 
me, that fhe w*uld be lure to marry him the firfl holiday that came ; and accordingly 
file did ; for foon after going a fifliing with her hufoand, they happened to have good 
luck, and therewith they folcnmized their nuptials. Hereupon I prefently confcired 
the fick mother, and fhe not long alter died in peace. Notwithllanding this, fome ob- 
ftinate mothers Iiave rather chofen to die uncontefled, than to concern tlicmfelves wit!i 
the marriage of their daughters. 

't'hc economy obferved betw'een hufband and wife is as follows The man is obliged 
to procure a habitation, to clothe his wife according to her condition, to prune the trees, 
to grub up roots from the fields where there is occafion, and allb to carry home the 
pahii-wine to tKeir houfe as often as it rifes. The woman on her part is to find meat 
for her hufband and children, and therefore only they have the care of marketing. 
As foon as rain comes, llie goes into the fields, and works till noon, at w'hich time fhe 
is to return home to get her hufband’s dinner. Being got ready, Ihe fets it down be^ 
fore him, who fits only at fable, and who, after he has fatisfied hiiiifelf, gives the refl 
to her, and flie forthwith divides it between herfclf and children. 1 fhould have, told 
you alfo, that the wives here wait on their hufbands at table. 


Another abule is, that when the women are with child, thtey clothe tlicmfelves from 
the loins to the knees, after the country-falhion, with a fort of rind taken off a tree 
which is like a coarfe cloth, and fo neatly interwove, that it rather feems the work of 
the loom, than the produd of the earth. This tree is called Mirrone, the wood whereof 
is very hard, the leaves like thofe of the orange-tree, and every bough fends down 
ibundancc of roots to the ground. It is generally planted near the houfes, as if it were 
e tutelar god of the dwelling, the Gentiles adoring it as one of their idols ; and in 
°'e places they leave calabaflies full of wine of the palm-tree at the foot.jof them, for 
^7 to drink when they are tliirfly ; nor do they dare tread upon its leaves, any more 

ried f perceive any branch broke, they no 

to exp^^^*^ prefently take off the bark, or rind, whereof the women with 

feeinc garments, receiving them at the liands of the wizards, who tell them 

a portion) Sreat belly, andtaufe them to be eafily delivered.* It is 

fancies requt^^ women are of this tree, believing it delivers them 
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from all the"idangers that attend child-bearing. Neverthelefs, underftanding there was 
one in the liberty of our miflion, I went, w'ell attended, and cut it down. The woman 
it belonged to alked why it was cut down ; I told her I wanted it to cut into planks ; 
and flie went into her houfe without fpe..king one word more. 

The fourth abufe is, that whiKt their children are young, thefe people bind them 
about with certain fuperftirioiis cords made by the wizards ; who. likew'ife teach them to’ 
utter a kind of fpell while they are binding them. They alfo at the fame time hang 
about them bones and teeth of divers animals, being prcferratives, as they fay, againfl; 
the power of any difoafe. Like vife there are fome mothers fo foolifli, that they will 
hang Agnus-Deis, medals, and relicks to the aforefaid cords. When thefe women bring 
their children to be chrillerfcd, if we find any of thefe cords about them, wc prefently 
order them to be flopped in their proceedings, and inflcad thereof to receive feveral 
feourges on their knees, till fuch time as they recant their error. 1 will relate only one 
of the feveral cafes of this nature that happened fo me. A woman came to me to have 
her fon baptized, and who at the fame time had the magic cord about his wafte : I im- 
mediately^rdered the motlter to be whipped*; but I'carce had flic received one ftroke 
before flic fell down on her knees, and in great conflcrnation diredded lierfelfto me after 
this manner : “ Father, pardon me, I befecch you, for the love of God, becaufe that 
my child, having had four of thefe cords on, I took off three while we were upon the 
road, and the fourth I dtfigned to take away as foon as I had opportunity, but forgot 
it.” 'I’his caufed great laughter in the Handers by, but in me it railed an eflecl of pity 
of the fimplicity of the woman, infomuch that giving her only a fmart reproof, I fent 
her away unpuniflied. 

The fifth is, that being to wean .any one of their children, the father and mother 
together lay him on the ground ; and whilll they do that, which modelly will not per- 
mit me to name, the father lifts him by the arm, and fo holds him for fome time hang- 
ing in the air, falfely believing that by thofe means lie will become more flrong and 
robull. This ceremony they call the lifting of a child, and is in my opinion the moll 
impudent and fuperllitious that could be imagined. Thefe people moreover keep their 
young children always naked upon the ground, to the end they may thereby grow 
hardy and adive ; and fcarce arc they able to walk alone, but they tic a bell about them, 
to give notice where they are to be found when they have Hraycd. 

A fixth abufe is, that the mothers are accullomcd to prefent their infants to the 
wizards as foon as born, that they may forctel what good or evil fortune is likely to 
befal them : for this purpofe the falfe prophet takes the child in his arpis, and turning 
and winding it about, makes his pretended obfervations upon the niufcles and other parts 
of its body, and afterwards tells the parents what he thinks fit. The fame obfervations 
are made upon fick perfons, to know what has been the occafion of their difeafes : if 
they happen to guefs wrong, and the patient comes to die, they never want for excufes 
to clear themfelves. 

Seventhly, it is a cuftom that either the parents or the wizards give certain rules to be 
inviolably obferved by the young people, and which they call Chcgilla : thefe are to ab- 
itain from e;^g cither fome forts of poultry, the flelh of fome kind&of wild hearts, 
fuch and fuch fruits, roiTts either raw or boiled after this or another manner, with feve- 
ral other ridiculous injuncHoiis of the like, nature, too many to be entimerated here. 
You would wonder with what religious obl'ervance thefe commands are obeyed. 'I'hele 
young people would fooncr chufe to fart feveral days together, than to tafte tlic leaft bit 
of what has been fbrbiilden them ; and If it fonietimes happen that the Chegilla has 
been neglecled to have been given tlicm by their parents, they think they lhall prcfcjttJy 
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die unlefs they go immediately to receive it from the wizards. A cer^’ain young negro 
being upon a journey, lodged in a friend’s houfe by the way : his friend, before he 
went out the next morning, had got a wild hen ready for his breakfaft, they being 
much better than tlie tame ones. The Negro hereupon demanded, “ If it were a wild 
hen ?” His holl anfwered, “ No then he fell on heartily, and aftcrw'ai ds proceeded 
on his journey. About four years after thefe two met together again, ami the afore- 
faid Negro being not yet married, his old friend alked him, “ If he would eat a wild 
hen ?” To which he anfti^'ered, “ That he had received the Chegilla, and therefore 
could not.” Hereat the noft began immediately to k^gh, enquiring of him, “ What 
made him refufe it now^, when he had eaten one at his table about four years ago ?” 
At the hearing of this the Negro immediately fell a trentbling, and iufl'ered himfelf to 
be fo far poflefled with the effeds of imagination, that he died in lels than twenty-four 
hours after. 

Eighthly ; the maids have a cuftom, that in w'hat place foever they firfl have their 
courfes come upon them, they muft continue, though without doors, til! one of their 
kindred comes to carry them into the hotife ; then they have two maids and a feparate 
apartment afligned them, where they mull keep locked up for two or three months to- 
gether, and obferve certain fuperllitious ceremonies, fuch as, not to fpeak to any man, 
to walh fo many times a day, to anoint themfelves with TacuJla, which is the dull of a 
red wood temptired with water, and the like. If they Ihould not do this, they are of 
opinion that they Ihould never be fit for procreation, though experience Ihews them the 
contrary. This lliperllition is by them called the Calket of Water or Fire. 

On the fcafl of the Purification of the Virgin Mary, I had a mind to preach a fermon 
againft thefe prafticcs ; and the better to move the people, I had before placed the 
image, in relievo, of this blefl'ed faint, covered, on the altar, with a dagger llruck 
through her breaft, and which the blood followed : this done, I began to difeourfe 
againft thofe women that obl'erved the hellilh fielufions before mentioned, proving that 
they thereby not only offended their loving Saviour, but likewife did great injury to his 
immaculate mother. At the fame inftant I drew afide the curtain and difeovered the 
image, which the people perceiving lb wounded and bloody, began immediately to re- 
lent, and broke out into the extremeft grief. Among the many prefent, there was one 
father of a family that had a daughter then ftiut up upon the foregoing account ; who 
returning home in a great paflion, fell upon both wife and daughter, and banged them 
to that degree, that they were glad to come immediately to our church to be confeffed. 

The ninth and laft abufe is, that all the fields of this country being w'ithout fences, 
their owners, to preferve their corn, plant about them'fevdral rcfws of ftakes, which 
being bound round with bundles of herbs by the wizards, they tell you will kill any 
fuch as fhall offer either to rob or do them damage. 

To remedy as much as poftible all thefe diforders, which for the moft part are 
pradlifed either by women or men of no confideration, we have thought proper to 
iffue forth the following ordinances : 

Firft, That all the Manis or governors either of provinces or cities, who are not law- 
fully married, ihall be fnrtiiw'ith deprived of their governments, to tl^j||end that they 
may not by their ill examples withhold the common people ffom their duty. I’o get 
this the better bbferved, we drew on our fide all the principal courtiers, whom we per- 
fuaded to marry their wives without defiring to have any foregoing experience of them. 
This pious endeavour of ours, through the grace of God, fucceeded fo well, that all 
that embraced it were efteemed j and fuch as ojj|pofed it either defpifed or punrlhed. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, That all the women which were great with child Ihould be confofled, and 
communicate oftener than they were wont to do, and efpecially fuch as were near 
their time ; both whom we likewife enjoined to wear religious relicks inftead of the 
wizards’ mats. 

Thirdly, That all mothers Ihould make the cords they bound their infants with of 
palm-leaves that had been confecrated on Palm Sunday, and moreover guard them well ■ 
with other fuch relicks as we are accuftomcd to make ufe of at the time of baptifm. 

Fourthly, That all fathers and mothers Ihould at certain t’^ncs offer up their children 
to God, and that in the church, before fome image of Our Saviour. 

Fifthly, That all mothers after the birth of their firft born fhould carry it to ‘he 
church, and perform the v,eremony, which is called entering into the hoi'y o’cce and 
if it be fick, we ordered its mother to recommend it to the I.ord, together with fome 
fort of vow. 

Sixthly, That the parents fliould enjoin their children to obferve fome particular 
devotion, fucli as to repeat, fo many times a day, the Rofary or the Crown in honour 
of the Blefled Virgin, to fall on Saturdays, to eat no flefh on Wednefdays, and fuch 
things ufed among Chriftians. 

Seventhly, Thofe w'oinen that fhould be found fhut up for the future on account of 
their con option were to be fcourged, and which was forthwith executed by order from 
the count : but if througlt neceflity they were obliged to keep up, then they were en- 
joined only to repeat the Rofary on common days, and to hear mafs on all feafl- 
days. 

Eightly and lafUy, Whipping was likewife impofed on all fuch as fhould rob, or 
otherwife do damage in any field ; and that inftead of the magic guard their owners 
havl planted to preierve their corn, and to render it fertile, they fhould make ufe of 
confecrated palm branches, and here and there fet the fign of the crofs. And further, 
to the end that all thefe prefervatives fkould be left Handing at the time of reaping the 
corn, we font always a good company of our fcholars at tliat feafon with a ftandard, to 
run over the fields, and fee that all was in order ; and alfo to back thiir authority, W'e 
procured feveral of the count’s ions and relations to accompany them, who might war- 
rant the pulling down any fpells or inchaniments which they fhould meet with in their 
way. 

Being thus got into the fpacious fields of Sogno, let us take a view by-the-byc of 
the fituations, polTeflions, habitations, and manner of living, and clothing of thofe 
Ethiopians. The earldom of Sogno is abfolute, except only its being tributary to the 
kingdom of Congo. Itns a peuinfula, bordering on the call uponBamba, a duchy 
belonging to Congo, and divided from it by the river Atnbrife : on the weft and fouth 
it has the ocean, and on the north it is bounded by the river Zaire, which divides the 
Chriftians from the Pagans of the kingdom of' Angoii, and is feated in the torrid zone, 
being only fix degrees diftant from the equinotlial line. It has fennal illaads in the 
Zaire, which are all inhabited by Chriftians. The eleclion of the count is performed 
by nine elcftors, who for the molt part chufe a new one before tlie old one deceafed is 
buried. lining the interim of the fede vacantc (^vacancy of tiie throne) a child go- 
verns, who* obeyed by all as if he were tiieir real prince. yVs loon as the election is 
made, we miffioners are acquainted with it by order, to the end that if we approve of 
it, we may publifh it in the church, otherwife the cleclioii goes for nothing. 

The count being dead, the countefs-dowagei (like the Queen-dowager of Congo) 
returns witli her children to her firfl^ habitation, where llie is to exercife no dominion, 
but becomes a private woman, onlf retaining a privilege to take place next to the 

10 countefs- 
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countcfs-.regent. Sometimes it happens that there are three or four of the countefs- 
dowagers living at a time, and that becaufe the women in this country are much longer 
lived than the men, as alfo diat it is lawful for nobody to marry thefe countefles ex- 
cept the fucceflbr only. 

Their duty is to obferve continence ftritlly in their widowed (late ; for if any of 
'them fhould be proved guilty of unchaftity, they mult cither undergo death by fire or 
the fvvord. If either the fon, or any other perfon of the blood has a mind to fucceed 
his relation even in the i^e-time of the dying prince, there commo,nly arile great 
troubles to the ftate ; for they generally by factions get poffeffion of the throne, and 
'exclude the eledtors from doing their duty. It is thcrelore tliat tile death of all counts 
is always,|C.oncealcd as much as poffible, infomuch tiiat fometimes the blefled facrament 
has been ^irborn to be given them, for fear of difeovering the occalion by the priefls 
going to court. 

It once happened that I was called to court to comfort the indifpofed count, but the 
melTenger it feems had a particular order to condutl me by the mofl: unfrequented road. 

I went, and being come into the count’s prefence, after having received me with all the 
civility imaginable, he demanded of the courtier what jicople he had met by the way ; 
he anfwered, only three or four, and named them. After which, without any reply 
to him, he addreffed himfelf to me, and difeourfed of many things relating to my 
miflion. I knev/ fuch difeourfe could not be the caufe of* his fending for me, and 
therefore after fome time intreated His Highnefs to difeover to me the occafion of it : 
he anfwered, “ The occafion of my fending for you, Father, was only to fee you, 
and to delight myfelf with your converfation.” But as I was afterwards informed by 
a perfon about him, his reafon was to have fome remedy fiom me for his indifjiofition ; 
yet although I had been above an hour with him, he had not the courage to open his 
mind to me, fearing left even I fhould difeover his illuefs to be greater than it really 
was, and therefore the better to keep me in ignorance, he immediately caufed himfelf 
to be lifted out of the bed. My companion foon after returning from his million in the 
neighbouring pacts, found fevcral dead bodies in the road, which we difeovering to the 
count, fearing it was by his order they had been murdered, he frankly owned that 
they had been facrificed to the intereft of the ftate. We told him our fenfe of fuch 
pracHces, and withal enjoined him a fevcrc penance for the fad. 

The fons of the deceafed count remain likewile no more than private gentlemen 
after his death ; and if their father in his life-time has a mind to buy them any eftates, 
he muft publilh throughout his whole dominions, tliat he has done it with his own 
money, legally arifing from his own rents, oiherwife his dnldt cn wquld run a rilic to 
be deprived of their pofleflions, as, for want of fuch a proclamation, it has often 
happened they have been. Tlic counts have another way to lettve livelihoods to their 
children or friends, and that is by grubbing up woods belonging to his crown, and 
thereby reducing them to arable lands, w'hich he is at liberty to grant as he thinks 
fit. This way we have like wife made ufe of to fubfift any Have baptized into our 
church, and for whom we have begged fome of this land for him to cultivate to his 
own profit. 

The count’s dominions are very large, and in which are-many cities whed Banza, 
one of the principal of w'hich is Chiova, but the greateft of all is the Bapza of Sogno, 
where the count refides. This Banza is always governed by one of the count’s near 
relations or friends, and tvho ha.s only the name of gewernor, the reft having only the 
title of Mani. '1 here are likewife fcveral territoj^ies and towns fubjetl to thefe pities, 
svliich are termed by the natives Libattas. 

Every 
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Eveiy governor or Mani on the feall-day of St. James is obliged to appear with all 
his people at the Banza of Sogno, to aflift at the firft mafs faid there. If any one be 
any ways hindered from coming, he muft fend a deputy in his room, which if he 
neglefts to do, he will both lofe his employment, and pay a fine befides. 

On the fame day every one is to pay allegiance to the Prince after the following 
manner: — In the great market-place near our convent a throne is eredled for the count, 
who in the prefence of all the people comes to receive benediction from the millioner, 
who attends for that purpofe in the church-porch : he afterwards exercifes two feats of 
arms. In the firft, after the coftoin of the country, haviag on his head a crown of 
flowing feathers, he makes ufe cl a bow and arrows : in the other, being adorned with 
a hat with plumes of feath>^r« on it, a chain and crofs of gold about his neck, to "’.ich 
is fixed a long rope of coral which hangs down to his knees, together wita a Ihort 
fcarlet cloak, all embroidered, on his fhoulders, with two open places to put out his 
arms on each fide, and fcveral other fine things, he exercifes with the fuzee. In both 
thefe he is at the fame time imitated by the people, who herein ufe the fame geftures 
and motions they would do in cafe they wera either to attack or defend themfelves 
againft their enemy. As foon as the count has ended his exercife he goes to fit upon 
his throne, which is prepared for him under a great tree that Hands on the fouth-fide 
of the market-place before-mentioned. After him the captain-general, having received 
the like benediction with his mailer, performs the fame thing that he had done before 
him, and wherein he is alfo follow'ed by all the people, with divers ways of attacking, 
retreating, and other ftratagems of war, called by the nations Safchelari. As foon as 
he has done, he places himfelf on a high feat covered with leather, built up 'for him on 
the caft-fide of our church : this he does, that he may both the better be feen, and 
obferve the military exercifes performed fuccellively by the eledtors and the Mani, each 
being as a captain at the head of his company, and who every one carry a fpecimen of 
that which they are obliged to oft'er evciy year to the count for the fubfiftence of him- 
felf and court, ^'’or example ; if they are to give filh, they carry a couple of filh tied 
together on the head ot a fpcar : if oil, then they Ihew the palm-fruit* that produces 
it : if flefli, they carry a horn of ibme beaft ; and fometimes I have feen a man wrapped 
about in a cow ’s Ikin to demonftrate that duty. At the fame time the Manis difpofe of 
the Syndicfhip to him that is moft worthy, and remove fuch as have ill executed their 
offices from their employments. The great number of people met together from all 
parts to aflift at this ceremony, occafions us alfo a great deal to do during the fpacc of 
fifteen days : for fome apply themfelves to us to be married, others to confefs them- 
felves, and fome to.baptize their infants. I think of thefe laft, for my fhare, I bap- 
tized about two hundred and feventy-two in one day. All the aforefaid ceremonies 
being at an end, the people return home each to their own country, but not without 
craving a blefling from father-miflioner. 

This ceremony is begun on St. James’s day, by reafon that apoftle is looked upon 
as the patron and proteftor of all thefe parts, and that for having given a famous 
viftory to the King of Congo againft the idolaters on his day. The manner according 
to the coinnup report was this: — 

Giovi, th*firft Chrifttaif King of Congo, being dead, Don Alphonfo his fon, no 
lefs heir to his virtuous aftions than crown, fiiccceded him. Panfanguiyma his brother 
thinking hig title not good, becaufe he had changed his religion for the Chriftian faith, 
in a fhort time rebelled, and having no better warrant than his fword, moved againft 
him with a numerous' army of idolaWrs. Don Alphonfo, not a little furpriled at this 
attempt, marched out to meet him vrith a fmall number, trufting to the merits of his 
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caiiri., and the affiftance of our Saviour : they foon came to a battle, and though the 
idolaters were very numerous, yet were they immediately routed, and Panfanguitima 
hirafelf wounded. After the battle this prince fled to a certain retired place in the 
mountains, where being met with by fome Blacks that were Chrillians, they feized 
upon and took him prifoner, and afterwards brought him bound before the King his 
o brother; the King, feeing him in that condition, embraced him with all the bowels of 
a loving brothej-, and being extremely concerned to find him fo defperately wounded 
both in I'oul and body, made it his utmoll endeavours to get him healed of both. But 
no Chriftian charit)' w'as aWe to prevail upon the (lubborn and obftinatc Pagan Panfan- 
• gnitima, who giving himfelf up altogether to defpair,^ would fiiffer neither remedy nor 
collili'^f^and fo in a fliort time died. It did not fo happen to his lieutenant-general, 
. for he having heard the dreadful fentence of death pronounced agaiull him in cafe he 
did not turn Chriftian, chole rather to be baptized than to die a martyr to his former 
opinion. Hereupon the King immediately caufed his bonds to be looled, and fet him 
free, only enjoining him this penance, “ That for a certain time he fliouh! be obliged 
to bring water for all facli as W'cre to be. baptized.” Now' upon report that vSt. James 
was vifitdy fecn alhfting at this battle, he has ever ftnee been received for the patron of 
Congo and Angola, and fome other neighbouring nations. 

The' office of the Mani is to receive the King’s revenue, and to employ hulbundmen 
to manure the arowm-lands when the rains have rendered thdni lit to till.' At the time 
of reaping, thefe officers referve a certain part of the corn for themfelves, being their 
due, and a perquilite annexed to their employ. As ft)r the adminill ration of juftice, 
whether civH or criminal, it all belongs to them, except in Ibme particular cales, re- 
ferved to be determined either by the Prince or his delegates. The jtartics in law 
having joined ifluc to come to a trial, the plaintilF firft urges his reafons on his knees 
before the judge, who fits on a carpet w'ith a little ftaif of authority in his hand, and 
under the canopy of a fhady tree, fiich as are, w ont to grow in the great men’s court- 
yards here. Sometimes the judge hears caufes in a great ftraw-hut built for that pur- 
pofe. When Ite has gravely given ear to all the proofs the plaintilF can bring, he 
proceeds in like manner to hear the defendant : after which he calls for the witnelfes, 
;md if they do not attend, the caufe muft be put ofl' to another day ; if the witnelfes 
appear and give their teilimony, the judge after having ferioufly weighed and confidercd 
the proois and allegations of both parties, proceeds to pronounce fentence according 
to the dibfates of nature and rcafon, and not through any knowledge ol’ anv kind ol 
laws. He that has judgment pronounced in his favour, after having paid fcMiiuch to 
the judge’s box, extends himfelf all along with his face ty the groupd, being a pofture 
whereby to demonftrate hi.s gratitude. When all is over, and the plaintilF about to 
return home, his friends and reluions begin to fet up their throats, repeating all tf.e 
way to his houfe the conqueror’s caufe, and the judgment pronounced in his favour. 
Being get home, he is obliged to treat thofe that had accompanied him, aiid fometimes 
Icarce a night and a day are fufficient to bound their merriment ; if the cafe be confi- 
derable, thc-y commonly feaft for three or four nights together with no Imall charge 
to him that invites. All this while the unfortunate perfon having had the caufe gone 
agaiiift him, remains filcnt and quiet, returning to his liwhitation wiiliPlit the Icaft 
murmur or ill-will. 

There are other forts of feafts which are wont to be kept by the Blacks, fuch as 
upon the birth-days of their patrons, their alfumption to any dignity, or the like ; it is 
then that every one endeavours to make his lord^i prelem fuital)le to iiis capacity, and 
moreover aifilts at the common folemnity befides. t 
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Having thus given a fhort (ketch of fome feafts in ufe among thefe new Chridians, 
I will likewife take a little notice of one of the Pagans of thefe parts, atid that efpe- 
cially upon the birth-day of the CalTangi, the niofi; potent emperor of the Giaghi, with 
fome other particulars relating to his dominions. What 1 am about to tell you 
was communicated to me by Father John Baptid de Salefano, a friar of oui’ order, 
who accidentally happened to be in this country on the day this feaft was folemnizcd. 
The dominions of CalTangi are very confiderable, not lb much for their bordering 
upon the kingdom of Matamba, as becaufe of their continued enmity with the Queen 
of Singa, a friend to the Portugnefe. I'his queen has fonyerly been very ferviceablc 
to the Whites, but now they get. .'rally make ufe of the alJillance of another prince <'f 
the Giaghi, called Calangol.*, as has been oLferved before. But to fpeak of th^ (ball 
made by the CalTangi : his fubjedls being fummoned together, appear in a vait*Dody in 
I’ome fpacious plain. After they are thus met, they gather thcmfclves into a ring, leaving 
a large void in the middle, where there are feveral trees : on the top of one of which 
they eredl a fort of fcaffold capable to ctuitain the CalTangi, with the chiefell of his 
lords : afterwards, at a convenient difhuice, jhey chain down to the trunk of a ti ee 
one of the llerccll lions they can meet with. When all this is done, and the emperor 
with his court placed as aforefaid, the jreople begin to fet up a huge noife, which, 
joined with the untunable difeord of a great number of odd mulical inllruments^ com- 
pofes a hellilli harmony. After this a fudden fign is given for all be hufli and 
lilent, and then the lion is immediately loofed, though with the lofs of his tail, which is 
at the fame time whipped off to make him the more furious. At his (irft loofmg he 
commonly Hares about, and feeing himfelf at liberty, though not altogether free, by 
reafon of the multitudes that furround him, he immediately lets up a hideous roar, 
and afterwards, being greedy of revenge, rulhes upon fome part or other of the com- 
pany, where tearing one, and rending another, he makes a fearful havock among 
them ; all this while the people run rouijd him unarmed, being refolved either to kill 
him with their bn re hands, or to perilh. At lafl; the wild beafl, having been the death 
of a great number of his alTailants, is nevcrthclefs forced to yield to the preffing crouds 
that gather on all fides about him ; when the lion is killed, they all greedily devour 
the dead bodies ; after which their mufic begins again, and fo they return finging and 
dancing, and crying aloud, “ Long live our CalTangi, Long live our Caffangi,” to their 
emperor’s palace, where being afterwards treated by him, they at length return with 
great joy to their own homes. 

Now let us leave the Giaghi, and return to fpeak farther of Songo. To maintain 
this country in its diie obesdien^e to the Chriftian faith, no fmall number of priefts is 
neceffary. In former times there have been a father-fuperior, and fix miffioners all 
at once. In my time there was only 1 and one companion : the means we made ufe 
of to make thele people live well has been hinted at befoj-e ; what remains is to inform 
you, that as foon as any miflloner is arrived in any city, the Mani, or governor thereof, 
at night, when all the inhabitants are retired to their houl'es, publilhes a proclamation 
to acquaint the people, “ That a millioner is come thither, and that they mull all 
appear befor^im to have their fpiritual necelTities relieved, and continue fo long with 
him as fuch a^ufinefs wiU-^equire.” If the Mani himfelf appear negligent in this, or 
occafion any manner of difturbance, he will receive a del'erved puniflimept, for we make 
it our bulinefs to get fuch a perfon removed from his employment, even within his 
year. 

At iqy firft going out on my miflion, 1 found, near a city called Tubii, a place where 
the wizards praftifed their forceries. f No doubt Providence directed me to difeover 
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tbih helHfli trade, for whiift I was walking along, I faw a large white bird flying before 
me, fuch as I had never feen before in thefe parts ; my curiofity led me to have a nearer 
view of it, and in order thereto I followed it into a thick and fliady grove fomewhat 
dark, at the (!nd whereof I obferved a large heap of earth in form like a tomb, with a 
great number of arches and calabafhes at the top, and at both ends. Being pretty well 
* afliired what this was, I prefcntly fent for the Mani, wlio came trembling to me, and 
protefted he knew nothing of the matter ; 1 commanded him to inform himfelf then, 
and to get me the wizard, fpeeedily feized : he faid he would, but I not caring to truft 
his diligence, returned tho-next night to the fame place, expeding to have found the 
‘ v’izard there ; but he it feems having been acquainted with my proceedings, took care 
to tli%'jioint me by running away, as they all do as fuon as they hear we make any 
fcarch alter them. Then I ordered the Mani, that within ten days time he fiiould grub 
up and level all that place, which he neverthelefs difobeyed me in ; whereupon T caufed 
him to be fummoned before the count in our convent, where after a fcverc reprimand I 
commanded him to difeipline (fcourge) himfelf in the middle of our church during the 
whole time that 1 was celebrating of m^ls, adding withal feveral other punillimcnts in 
cafe he did not level the faid grove at his return home. 

The churches for the moft part are built here w-ith boards, and ours, as exceeding 
the reft, was capable of holding five Imndrci.! perilms. In the Banza of Sogno there 
were five otheii>churches, in one of which the counts were itlways buried, and another 
was the chapel-royal. The houles are gcnerallv thatched, and the four Tides of them 
are fenced with palm-branches, or leaves interwoven not contemptibly with each other : 
the floors ai'e of loam well beat and hardened, and the roofs and ceilings made of thole 
rulhes w e are ufed to bottom chairs withal. The lord’s houfe is of a quadrangular form 
likew’ife, and built with boards, hut the front is always painted with a fort of colour that 
ill'ues out of the planed wood ; the like any of the gentry mtiy have, il they can obtain 
leave from their lords. Within, thefe houles r.je hung with a fort of ofier mats varioully 
coloured, but we Capuchins are wont to have ours done with rullies, as more warm in 
winter. >• 

The count’s habit difiers according to the feveral feafts, and fometimes on other occa- 
lions : his ordinary wear is a veil of llraw-cloth girt clofe about him, but of fuch work- 
manlhip as may be only worn by him, or by thofe that he thinks fit to honour with that 
privilege. This veil hangs down to the ground, as does likewife a long bays cloak he 
wears over it on his bare back. On fealt days he changes tliis cloak for a Ihort fcarlet 
one fringed all round witli the fame cloth pinked. On the molt folemn days he puts 
on a Ihirt of the fineft linen, as likew'ife yellow or crimfop fil^ Itockings, and a cloak of 
flowered filk, which bears the name of the fpring. When he comes to communicate 
with us at the altar, he has a cloak all white, and which trails along upon the pavement 
as he walks. When the count comes to church, which is at lealt three times a week, 
he has a velvet chair and culhion carried before him, being brought himfelf in a net on 
the Ihoulders of two men, each with a commander’s llaff in his hand, one all filver, and 
the other only of ebony tipped : the hat the count then wears is covered fiill with taf- 
fety, and next with a fort of very fine feathers : on his head he generally wears likewife 
a little filk ftitched cap, which can be worn only by him an<J.,^me few dlilers. Before 
him marches ov.e mufician above the reft, who has feveral I. tile roi.nd bells fixed to an 
iron two fjrans long, wherewith he giugles, and chants to it the gh ry and grandeur of 
his lord : befides this there are feveral other forts of mufical iidlruments 'made ufe of 
at feftivals, the principal whereof are thofe which tin the country-language have the name 
of Embuchi, which 1 mention firft becaufe they bqlong only to kings, princes, and others 
lo of 
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of the blood ropl. Thefe are a fort of trumpets made of the fineft ivory, being hol- 
lowed throughout in divers pieces, and are in all about as long as a man’s arm ; the 
lower mouth is fufficient to receive one hand, which by contra'Sing and dilating of the 
fingers forms the found ; there being no other holes in the body as in our flutes or 
hautboys. A concert of thefe is generally fix or four to one pipe. The Longa (which 
is made of two iron bells joined by a piece of wire archwile) is founded by Itriking it 
with a little flick : both thefe are carried alfo before princes, and that efpecially when 
they publilh their pleafure to the people, being ufed as the trumpet is with us. The 
inftrument moll in requeft ufed by the Abundi, being the, people of the kingdom of 
Angola, Matamba, and others, is the Marimba ; it conlilts of fixteen calabalhes orderly 
placed along the middle between two lide-boards joined together, or a long fr ' we, 
hanging about a man’s neck with a thong. Over the mouths of the calabaliies there 
are thin founding flips of red W'ood called Tanilla, a little above a fpan long, which 
being be#en with two little flicks, returns a foun4 from the calabaflies of feveral fizes 
not unlike an organ. To make a concert, four other inflruments are played upon by as 
many muficians, and if they will have fix they add the Calfuto, which is a hollow piece 
of wood of a lofty tone about a yard long, covered with a board cut like a ladder, or 
w'ith crols flits at fmall diflances ; and running a flick along, it makes a found within, 
which pafl'es for a tenor : the bafe to this concert is the Quilando, made of a vefy large 
calabafh, two fpans and a half or three in length, very large at one end, and ending 
fliarp off at the other, like a taper bottle, and is beaten to anfwer the Caffuto, having 
cuts all along like it. This harmony is grateful at a diflance, but harfh and ungrateful 
near at hand, the beating of fo many flicks caufing a great confufion. » 

Another inflrumcnt of this concert is that which the natives call Nfambi, and which 
is like a little guittar, but without a head, inflead whereof there are five little bows of 
iron, which, when the inftrument is to be tuned, are to be let more or Icfs into the body 
of it. I’he firings of this inflrument ive made of the thread of palm-trees : it is played 
on with the thumbs of each hand, the inftrument bearing diretlly upon the performer’s 
brealt. Though the mufic of this inflrument be very low', it is neygrthelefs not un- 
grateful. 

Over and above tlie great drums ufed in the army, there is another fort of a leffer 
fizc, called Ncamba ; thefe are made either of the fruit of the tree called Aliconda, or 
elfe of hollowed wood with a Ikin over one end only ; they are commonly made ufe of 
at unlaw’ful fcafls and merry-makings, and are beaten upon with the Itands, which 
neverthelefs makes a noife to be heard at a great diflance. When the iniflioners hear 
any of thefe at night, they immediately run to the place in order to diflurb the wicked 
pallime. It fell often to my lot to interrupt thefe hcllilh pracfices, but the people 
always ran away as foon as ever I came up to them, fo that 1 couki nc\'cr lay hold on 
any to nvake an example of them. The Giaghi not only make ufe of thefe drums at 
feafls, but likewife at the infernal facririces of man’s flefh to the nieinory of their rela- 
tions and anceflors, as alfo at the time wlien they invoke the devil for their oracle. 

But to return to the count’s habit. From his neck to his knees there commonly hang 
feveral firings of purple coral, together with a large chain of tlie finelt gold, having a 
mally crofs jufl before 'his bieafl to demonflratc his being a Chriftian; on his wrifls 
he generally wears bracelets of high-prized c<wals, and on all folenin days chains of 
gold of the fineft workinanfhip : his fingers are almofl always covei ed with rings : he 
generally goes in flippers inflead of Ihoes. There arc commonly carried before him 
two umbrellas of peacock’s feathers, and two others of flraw, both being fixed to the 
lops cd' long poles : he has likewife^ two horfes tails along with him, wherewith to drive 
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away the flies, although feldom any come near him. Thofe of his followers who are 
employed in thefe offices, are commonly his greateft favourites or relations. While 
mais is faying, at the reading of the gofpel he has a lighted torch prefented to him, 
which having rcligioufly received, he gives to one of his pages to hold till the con- 
fummation be over, and when the gofpel is done, he has the mafs-book given him to 
, kifs. On feftival-days he is twice incenfed with the cenfer, and at the end of the mafs 
he is to go to the altar to receive benediftion from the prieft, who laying his hands 
upon his head while he is kneeling, pronounces feme pious and devout ejaculations. 
Whil/l the pried that officiates goes out to put ofi jiis vedments, the count in like 
‘ tjianner retires to liis private orifons : afterwards he enters into the vedry to pay his 
reff>;#s^) the miiiioner, who receiving him courteoufly, accompanies him back as far 
as the door of the church. As foon as he is come out, he falls on his knees again, 
and the people all danding round about him give themfelves feveral cuffs on the 
ear as a token of their fidelity, accc^ding to the cudom of their country, andjic makes 
them a fign with his fingers to fignify his fatisfaftion. At his coming out of the church 
on the principal fead-days, he commovly pradifes fe>me warlike exercife ; and on 
thofe of lefs confideration either the captain-general pcribrms that part for him, or elfe 
his courtiers entertain themi'clves with dancing to the aforefaid mufical indruments. 
On all fhe mod folenm fcads mafs is fimg by us and our interpreters to the glory and 
honour of God^ after which the count’s guards which he brihgs along with him give a 
volley of mufquet-ffiot, with drums beating, and other mufic. 

The captain-general and the governors, or Manis, have all their places feverally 
affigned theth in the church to prevent any difputes : the noblemen have carpets allowed 
them to kneel on, but no cuffilons, that honour being wdiolly referved for the countefs to 
fit on. The habits of the nobility and gentry are as follow : — The gentry have a kind of 
ftraw-garment on their Ihoulders, w hich reaches down to their wades, curioufly wrought, 
with their arms coming out at two iliis, and eiv's in two tad'els which hang down on 
their right fide. About their wades they have a cloth girt, which on one fide hangs 
down to the ground : on their heads, thofe alone who have that honour allowed them, 
wear a wrought filk cap neatly quilted. The noble women have a fort of draw-petticoat 
called Modello, which reaches to their middle : from the waiil upwards to their breads 
they have a piece of cloth which they bring twice about them, and that which goes about 
a fccond time they wrap about their head like a veil in the church. Both men and 
women generally appear with long pipes in their mouths fmoking. The vulgar of both 
fexes have only a cloth about their loins, which reaches no farther than their knees. In 
the inland parts it fuffices that they cover only what m(\dedy requires fliould be hid. 
Within doors they generally go dark naked, being accudomed fo to do in regard to the 
exccfiivc heat that torments them for nine months together, not enjoying the lead frefeo, 
only d tring the months of June, July and Augud. 

The manner of their cultivating the earth in this country is fuch, that they make 
ufe neither of the plough nor fpade. When the clouds begin to afford the lead moif- 
ture, they are accudomed to prepare for the rain by gathering up the fcorched herbs 
and roots into heaps, and afterwards fetting them on fire upon the land then as foon 
as the firft Ihower is fallen, they proceed to turn up (he grouR-d.j\dth a flight hoc, called 
by them Lzegti, ^which is fixed to a handle about two fpans long : with this they cut 
into the earth with one hand, and with the other fcatter the feed, which they have al- 
ways ready in a bag by their fides. Now the bufinefs of manuring the ground belong- 
ing folely to the women in this country, they are almod forced to carry their children 
upon their backs in fwathing-rolls, thereby to prevent their being either infefted with. 
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or devoured by the great number of infefts that come out of the earth upon this occa- 
fiou ; for at home they do not care to leave them, out of an extraordinary love and 
fondnefs .they liavc for them. 'I’hc fame they are wont to do when they carry any 
burden, for then they have a fort of hammock which comes about one flioulder, 
wherein they fccurc their children from any danger either lleeping or waking, ihcir feet 
coming round their in()rh{;r’s walle on either fide. 

I’hcl'e people fow in March, and, if the heavens prove favourable in affording them 
rain, (hey may gather in tlieir harvefl in June. The feed they fow is of various forts 
of puH'e, for ilie'moft part unknown to us; but thofe we are acquainted with, are In- 
dian wheat, and a kind of little rtidney-beans, called Ncafcc.* 

Amongll; many others they elteem, arc the Mandois, which grow tliree or four ' 
gether like vetches, but under-ground, and are about the bignefs of an ordir.a* olive. 
!'’ro!n ihcfe milk is extracled, like to that drawn from almonds (in Italian Mandole), 
j’roin whence, for aught I know, they had th.eir name. There is another fort of 
ground pulfe called Incumbe, which alfo grows under-ground, is like a mufqiiet-ball, and 
very wholcfoine and well-taftcd. Amongll thei’e, 1 and others have often found nut- 
megs, perhaps fallen from tlie trees, the ufe of which is altogether unknown to thefe 
people. 'I’liere arc foine wild ones found, which they call Neubanzainpuni. 

'^J’hey alfo have a fort of roots called Balaras, which being roalled, talle much like 
chcfniits. Their Mandiocu is a root, which being bruifed as fmall as rice, is not made 
iuro bread, but is either eaten raw, or clfe foftened in broth. This plau*t calls no feed, 
and, thercibre, tlie way to propagate it, is by breaking off a branch and burying it in 
the ground, w here it will loon i'pread and llouriih. / 

'i'hls fort of food is more ufed by the Portuguefe than Blacks, eitlicr becaiife they 
iiavc a better way of planting thefe roots, or by reafon that they will lafl feveral years. 
There is another fort uled inllead of bread, made with fodden roots, which is called 
Gnainn, and i.s very diflerent from the foregoing, both in form and kind. 

I’hc Ouuanda, a fort of ]>ulfc not unlike rice, grows upon a flirub, and will lafl two 
or three years, and which, every fix months, propagates itfclf in great abundance. 

The pulfe Ncanisa brought frotn Brazil, is exceedingly white, and holds great limili- 
tude with the Indian beans, whence the Portuguefe give it the name of Brazil beans. 

Cangula, another fort of pulfe, is greatly elleemed by the Blacks, but little valued 
by us Europeans. Mampunni, or maize, is much like Indian wheat. 

Mafia Mainballa fhoots up in flalks about the height of our wheat ; to w'hich it is not 
unlike both in cars and whitenefs ; it yields a white flower, and is lefs oflenfive to fome 
flomachs tlian others. 

The feed of the fierb Mafl'ahgo greatly refembles that of our hemp. 

'I’he plant Afely runs up as high as a halbert ; its ears not unlike our millet : it gives 
the gripes or cholic to thole that arc not accuflomed to cat of it. 

The I.uuo may be preferved many years : its car is triangular ; its grain like unto that 
of millet; its colour red, and its fubltaiice no way prejudicial to health. 

Of thofe plants that grow but little above-ground, ih.e mofl in efleem is tlie Ananas j 
its leaves are like thofe of ahc's, and its f uit greatly refembles pinc-applcs, and differs 
from them only in that the!;; are yellow, and, when ripe, all pulp ; on the top of this 
fruit there gro’;.s a tuft ol ii aves, which being taken ofl and jflaiited, produces a new 
^lant. Wijcn this fa, it is ripe, it exceeds the melon in lufcioufuefs ; bi't if you cut it 
green, it prhfentlv dries up and confumes. 

Concerning fruit-trees, fetting afide the Nicefi, Bonane, and Mamai, which I have 
already 'deferibed when I fpoke of Brazil; here arc not a few of other kinds, whereof 
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the nioft valued is that which bears the name of the Count. The fruit of this tree is 
not unlike the giant-pear, and has but an ordinary out-lide, though inwards it is as 
white as milk. Its feed is like to a bean, and its juice is fo exceedingly pleafant, that it 
is commonly given to fick people to recover their taftes. About the mountains of 
Congo I have feen feveral of thefe trees that grow wild. The Calhiu fruit is much 
, larger than an apple, and, when ripe, is plentifully beautified with yellow and crimfon. 
From its core it throws out another fruit of a dulky-colour, which, being roafted 
in the fire, talles like a chefnut ; and is naturally hot, though the other be mild and 
refrelhing. 

• The Guaiavas are a fruit not unlike pears : they ha\/e Ihort ftalks, are yello\v with- 
outj’i^d carnation within ; and they would be more in requell were their feeds, which 
flick clo^ to the pulp, not quite fo hard. 

The Chichere are a fort of plums like to thofe the Italians call Cafcavelle, which 
being a little eager, are given to people in fevers. * 

The plant Colas affords various kinds of fruit ; which being inclofed, as it were, in 
a crimfon purfe (its hulks), is much valued by the Portuguefc, infomuch that when- 
ever they meet any lady in the ftreet whom they defign to honour, they prefently offer 
her fome of thefe fruit ; they fay that, chewing it, it makes water drink pleafant. * 

Palm-trees here arc of different kinds : thofe efleemed the mofl, are fuch as produce 
both oil and wine. I'hefe are to be feen thinly planted up* and down in the fields. 
I’he oil they have is got from the fruit which grows in cluflers, but fo clofc, that they 
feem to be all one piece. I’hefe cluflers are fo large, that a very flrong man mufl not 
pretend to Carry above one or two of them. In the language of the country they have, 
the name of Chachij, and their feeds or Hones, w hereof they have a great number, are 
called Embe. From thefe, which are like a date, being pounded final I with hot water, 
they extraft an oilinefs, which they make ufe of as we do of our oil. 

At certain times of the year the natives afcend thefe palm-trees, by help of a hoop, to 
tap the wine : the manner of doing which is tlius ; wherever they perceive any flower 
blown, they prpfently whip it off with a knife, and thrull the flalk into a very large 
calabafh called Capaffo, which they cover and fallen to the tree. When this is done 
they leave it, and in a Ihort time have their bottle full of liquor as white as whey. This 
they let Hand to purge itfelf for about a day after they had taken it dowr^ which it will 
always do to that degree, that its fermentation feems rather to be railed by a good fire, 
than any natural heat. When this is over, they rack it ofl' the lee, and there remains a 
perfedl taHe of wine, called by them Melaftb, which often makes the Blacks drunk. 
They are obliged to drink it foon after, for in three days time it will turn to vinegar, 
and in four, coagulate and Hink. The nature of this treb is principally hot, though it 
produces oil as well as wine, which is naturally cold, anrl every body knows will con- 
geal like butter. 

There is another fort of wine called Embetta, of a colder nature, drawm much after 
the fame manner from another fort of palm-tree ; but this tree generally yields a 
greater quantity, and is planted on the fide of a river, and no where clfe. The tree is 
called Matome. 

In thofe countries where thefe palm-trees that produce wine do not grow, the people 
have artificial ways of procuring it. For this end they letTiRiian wheat foak in water 
for fome time, in like manner as we do wheat to make Harch of. This they afterwards 
take out, and having well beaten and prefled it, they put the liquor into a pot, whence 
it is after a while drawn off into another, and then they drink it with a great deal of 
pleafure. This liquor they call by the name of Guallo. 
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There i^linother kind of palm called Tamgra, which bears a fruit like olives : but thefe 
having little or no tafte, generally fall to the? lhare of the apes and monkeys. Another 
fort there is, whofe fruit are long firings of little balls extremely hard ; which neverthe* 
lefs, after they are pounded and mixed with the powder of the Engalla, or wild boars 
teeth, compofe a wonderful cordial, Thefe trees are called Matcba. 

' That palm which is very’^like the Matome, if it be not the fame, aftbrds a fort of 
thread from its leaves, whereof the natives weave cloth. Its fmalleft branches being 
both fmooth and pliant, ferve to make travelling nets of, and which the better fort of 
Blacks, but cfpecially we Whites, ufe for that purpofe. Of ^the greater branches, both 
they and we commonly build ou- houfes. 

The fruit of the tree called Mabocche is not unlike our oranges ; they are exce^^':-gfy 
round, and have very tough rinds. Within they have feveral feeds like unto thofe 
in pomegranates, but placed more confufedly : the tafte of them is fo very pleafant 
and delightful, being fdmewhat inclined to the fharp, that they are commonly given to 
perfons that lie fick of fevers to reblify and refrefh their palates. Of thefe there are 
two forts, the greater and the leffer ; but by how much the latter muft yield in bulk, 
by fo much it for the moft part gains in perfedion. 

* The Donno tree has its bark only to boaft of, being in virtue and fragrancy not much 
unlike to our cinnamon. Although this country has not the plant garlic itfelf, yet has 
it neverthelefs a tree, whofe wood not only fmells like it, but has its tafte alfo, and 
moreover is commonly made ufe of after the fame manner. 

Idle Aliconde is a tree immeafurably great ; within the cavity of whofe trunk, it 
being generally hollow at the bottom, hogs are commonly kept from the ^un. The 
fruit of it is very like to our pumpions, with a ftalk about the bignefs of a man’s finger, 
and in length near two or three foot. The ufe of the Ihells of thefe fruit is commonly 
either for velfcls or bottles. The inner rind of thjjis tree being well foaked and beaten, 
yields a fort of matter to fpin, much more durable and finer than our hemp, and which 
is made ufe of here for that purpofe. ’Cotton here is to be gathered in great abun- 
dance, and the ftirubc it grows on are fo prolific, that they never, almoft leave 
fprouting. 

Having thus fpoken of divers plants and fruit-trees of the lead note, I will proceed 
to deferibe others of both kinds, that have phyfical virtues aferibed to them. 

Amongft thefe the tree Angariaria has the firft place ; cither the w'ood or root of this 
tree is faid to be good to drive away any pains in the fide, occafioned by the Hone, gra- 
vel, or the like ; but however the moft efficacious part of it is its fruit, which is not 
unlike to our acorn. Hence it comes to pafs, that no difeafe of thw kind w^s ever 
know'n to have contftiued long In thefe parts. 

Another tree of medicinal virtue is the Chifecco, any part of which being reduced 
fo powder, and mixed with water, is good againft fevers ; and being applied either to 
the forehead or temples of the fick perfon, infallibly prevents his fainting. 

The Chicongo, a tree likewife, has a purgative power attributed to it. 

What is moft furprifing, is the nature of the tree Mignamigna, which produces poi- 
fon in one part, and its antidote in another ; if any perfon be poifoned either by the 
wood or fruit, then the leaves ferve to cure him j and if he be poifoned by the leaves 
of them, then he muft have recourfe either to the fruit or wood : the fruit of this tree 
is like a little lemon. 

Our old ky-brother Leonard, whom I have had often occafion to mention in this 
relation, and who had lived in this country many and many years, told me he had feen 
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three plants of Storax, Gum-benjamin, and Caflia ; but that neither of thelh were held 
in any efteem by the Blacks. 

As to pepper, what I have to fay is only this ; being one d^y grievoufly tormented 
with wind, I alked a noble Negro, if he could help me to a remedy, he anfwered, 
“ Yes,” and immediately fetched me fome pepper. I took it according to his pre- 
, fcriptions, and received relief. I afterwards demanded of ttim, whence that came ; he' 
told me it was brought from a wood juft out of the count’s dominions. And doubtlefs 
there are many other excellent produds in thefe parts, which for want of being fuflSci- 
ently known, lofe their efteem. . 

. I Ihould have told you before, that within the dominions of Sogno, there are many 
exceliwit lemons ; and wherewith one particular ifland fo abounds, that there are no 
other trees to be found in it except here and there an orange-tree. In the way to 
Singa you meet with vaft woods of orange-trees, which go by the name of Portugal, 
but rather deferve that of China, for their thin rinds and lufeious pulps. 

As to birds, this country has two forts like ours, which are fparrows and turtles ; 
the firft of which, in time of rain, change their colour to red, though they afterwards 
return to what they were of before, w'hich is ufual with other forts of fowl. Here are 
alfo eagles, but to fay the truth, not fo large as I have feen elfewhere. I have more- 
over abferved divers kinds of parrots here, which were very different from thofe of 
Brazil. The jcrows of this country are white upon their breafts, and on the top of 
their wings, but black every-where elfe like ours of Europe. 

Pelicans are often to be met with as you travel to Signa ; they are all over black, 
except on tfheir breafts, which nature has adorned with a kind of flefti-colour like to 
that of the neck of a turkey. Whether this be the true pelican or not, which naturalifts 
fay feeds her young with her own blood, and at the expence of her life, I fhall not 
undertake to determine. # 

Father Francis da Pavia, my companion into thefe parts, through his long experience 
has informed me, that whilft he was on a journey to Singa, he obferved certain large 
white birds, with long beaks, necks, and feet, which, whenever they heard the leaft 
found of an inftrument, began immediately to dance and leap about in the rivers where 
they always refided, and whereof they were great lovers ; this, he faid, he took great 
pleafure to contemplate, and continued often for fome time upon the banks of the rivers 
to obferve. 

There is another fort of birds fo exceedingly white and fine, efpecially in their tails, 
that the white ladies buy them up at any rate to adorn themfelves with. There arc 
divers^other kinds of birds and fowl, which for brevity fal^e I omit fpeaking of. 

Concerning thefe and other birds building their nefts, I obferved that fparrows, and 
fuch-like little birds, built them after the form of our ftVallows nefts. The materials 
they make ufe of, are for the molt part the thread of palm-leaves, which they draw 
out thence with their beaks, and afterwards carry to the place where they defign to 
build. The manner of their building is round a flender bough, w'hereby when the 
wind blows, their young are rocked about in their nefts, like children in their cradles. 

The greater fort of birds build, either on the top, in the trunk, or on the thorny 
boughs of the tree called Mafuma. The prickles of this, t^ee are exceedingly hard, 
and its fruit fomething refembles a green citron : and which when opened throws forth 
a wonderful fine wool (no filk finer, fofter, nor cooler), whereof are commonly made 
pillows and bolfters for fick people. 

Of wild hens I have Ipoken in another place, and here I again affirm, that they are 
in this country much better tafted, and more beautiful than the tame ones, fame 
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I have to of the partridges, which are much like to ours, but neither of which are 
any ways valued by the natives, and therefore they feldom or never look after them. 

But among all the winged inhabitants of this climate, none pleafed me fo much as 
that little bird defcribed by Father Cavazzi in his Hiftorical Defcriptions, b. i . p. 50. 
no. 1 53. This bird, not much unlike a fparrow, at firft fight feems wholly black, 
but upon a nearer view may be difcovered to be of a kind of blue. As foon as 
day breaks, he fets up his notes and fings ; but the excellency of his fong is, that 
it harmonioufly, and almoft articulately pronounces the name of Jefus Chrill ; which 
repeated by many of them in concert, is a heavenly mufic worthy our fpecial obler- 
vation, feeing thofe heathen narrons excited to own the true God by irrational creatures 
They are excited by the heavens forming a crol's of ftars under the zone, which n,.any 
have defcribed, and I beheld ; they are excited by the mountains, whitii ‘nave the 
crofs carved on them, as has been faid, without knowing by whom ; they are excited 
by the earth, which ^aws the crucifix on its fruit called Nicefo, as we have obferved. 
In fine, thefe little angels excite them with their voices, yet all thefe things are of little 
force to move the hardened hearts of thole (Jentiles. 

,, It is a wonderful bird mentioned by our Father Coprani, in his Cambr. Illull. whofe 
fong confifts of thefe plain words, Va Dritto ; that is, go right. Nor is there lefs to 
be admired in another bird in thefe parts, and particularly the kingdom of h'bitamba, 
which, as travellers are on their way, harmonioufly fings, “ Vuichi, Vuichi,” which in 
the language of the Blacks fignifies, honey, honey ; and fleipping from one place to 
another, refts upon the tree where the honey is, that the paflengers may take it, and 
' the bird feed on what remains. But it fometimes falls out, that followiAg the cry of 
the bird, the paflTenger falls into the clutches of fome lion that lies hid, and fo meets 
his death inftcad of honey ; therefore when the bird cries, if he lees not the honey, 
they are aware of the hidden lion, and fly in time. 

Among the variety of numerous qt^drupeds, the molt tvonderful are the elephants, 
being, as it were, living and moving mines of moft curious white ivory, whereof fo 
great a trade is made ; but thefe being vulgarly known to all perfon^, I will give no 
other account but only of the manner of killing them. 

When thefe beads are gathered together in a herd, the hunter anointing himfelf all 
over with their dung, gets in flily with his lance in his hand among them ; there docs 
he creep about from one to the other, under their bellies, till he fees an opportunity 
to ftrike any of them under their ear, by which wound they are eafily to be brought 
to the ground. After the ftroke given, the hunter takes immediate care to efcape, 
before the bead can well turn about to revenge himfelf ; and the -other beads being 
deceived by the fmell of their dung, take no notice of his crying out, and flouncing, 
fuppofmg it to be only orie of their young. By thefe means the red of the herd 
walking on, and forfaking their falling companion, leave him a prey to the fuccefsful 
hunter. If the wounded elephant happens to purfue his aflaulter, he can eafily baffle 
him, by taking to many roads, for it is a very difficult thing for this bead to turn his 
body fo often as fuch a dodging would require. The Negroes are wont to didil a water 
by the fun from the bones of this animal’s legs, which is held to be good againd 
admas, fciaricas, or aoy^old humours. Some of the pagans of thefe parts, particu- 
larly the Giaghi, have a kind of devotion for the tail of this bead ; for when any one 
of their captains or chief lords comes to die, they commonly preferve one of thefe ttuls 
in memory of him, and to which they pay a fort of adoration, out of an opinion. they 
have of its great ftrength. For the fake of cutting off thefe tails only, they often 
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undertake this hunting ; but which amputation rauft be performed at one blow, and 
from a living elephant, or their fuperftition will allow it no virtue. 

In this country of Sogno there are no lions, tigers, nor wolves to be met with, which 
neverthelefs other parts of this fide of Africa are not exempt from. When any of thefe 
bealts, efpecially tigers, happen to enter the count’s dominions, he that firft difcovers, 
^ them is obliged to go immediately to a governor, or Mani, and acquaint him therewith ; 
whereupon an alarm is prefently beat to raife the country, and the people being fo railed, 
forthwith apply all their endeavours, whether by Ihouts, drums, or inftruments 
of war, to force the beall into the open field. Afteij they have got him there, they 
. fingle out one among them to aflkult him j M'hich the pcrfon pitched upon performs 
with a lharp Jong knife in one hand, and a flight manageable Ihield in the other. As 
often as the beall leaps at him, the combatant receives his attempts on his fliield, till at 
laft, taking his opportunity, he whips oft' one or more of his legs with his knife, whereby 
the beall being difabled, eafily becomes a vitlim to the conqueror’s fury. The Royal 
Lions, fo called for their generofity, carry themlelves with majefty, and do not hurt 
unlefs provoked by fpme accident. , 

In Sogno there are a fort of wild dogs, who going out to hunt in great numbers, 
whenever they met with any lion, tiger, or elephant in their way, fet upon him with that 
fury, tljat they commonly bring him to the ground, though they lofe never fo many of 
their company by the attempt. Thefe dogs, notwithllanding Iheir wildnefs, do little or 
no damage to the inhabitants. They are red-haired, have fmall flender bodies, and 
their tails turn up upon their backs like a greyhound’s. 

The wolves that fometimes infell thefe pai ts arc fo very fubtle, that they will fcratch 
through the walls of the houfes built here with palm leaves, on purpofe to come at the 
people, whom having found, they immediately devour or tear to pieces. A certain 
woman once happening to go a little further from her houfe than ordinary, left her 
child within afleep : whilll flie was gone, a wol^ broke in, and lay down clofe by the 
child that was afleep: 'The mother coming foon after, went in to feed her child, and 
fpied the wolf, vfho feeing himfelf difeovered, immediately fled. 

At fome huntings there have been taken in this country both wild men and women : 
which to confirm. Father Leonard once told me, that before my coming thither there 
had been one of that kind prefented to a friar of our order, which was again bellowed 
by him on the Portuguefe governor of Loanda. 

Monkeys there are here of divers kinds, fuch as the baboons, which are the largeft 
fort ; another kind party-coloured, as big as a cat ; and a third fort lead of all, which 
neverthelefs, like the others, have all tails longer than their bodies. 

Here are likewife great numbers of wild goats, and many wild boars are to be found 
in the woods. The tame goats of this country are fo exceedingly fertile, that they will 
bring forth three or four young ones at once. 

The Iheep here do not produce wool, but hair ; neither are the rams furnilhed with 
horns as with us, nor are the ewes fo fruitful ^ the goats before-named. Goats- flefti is 
in much greater ellcem in thefe parts than mutton, and therefore the natives chufe 
rather to geld their young goats than their lambs. 

Serpents are not in the lead wanting here : thofe feen by mej^f greated note were the 
Copras, a fort of ferpents whofe poifon is in their foaja, which though at a great didance 
they fpit into the eyes, and caufe fuch grievous pains, that unlefs there be fome woman 
by at the fame time, to alfuage the pains with her milk, the party will become imme- 
diately blind. Thefe climb about in the houfes and trees night and day. 

'^here 



MEROLLa’s voyage to CONGO. 


*53 


There is another fort of ferpents, as I have been told, in this country which as foon 
as they are molefted by any traveller, will leap upon him, and twining themfelves round 
about his body, fix a lharp fling they have in their tails into his breaft, whereby he foon 
burfls and expires. The name of this ferpent is Embambe, aiid the way the natives 
jjjave to cure themfelves of his wound, and fave their lives, is by cutting him in two 
with a knife, which they carry about them for that purpofe, as foon as ever he has en- 
tered his fling. 

But from hence let us proceed to give an account of more memorable matters. In 
the fecond year or my million 1 Wvas forced to do my duty foj; fome time alone, by rea- 
fon that our fuperior being dead, my companion. Father Jofeph, was advanced tp th^*- 
dignity, and was gone to refuje in the kingdom of Angola. At the fame time the Moft 
Reverend Cardinal Cibo writ us a letter in the name of the facred college, complaining 
that the pernicious and abominable abufe of felling Haves was yet continued among us, 
and requiring us to ufe our power to remedy the faid abufe ; which, notwithflanding, we 
faw little hopes of accomplilhing, by reafon that the trade of this country lay wholly in 
Haves and ivory. Neverthelefs, meeting togethvr not long after, we joined our addreflfes 
^ to the King of Congo, and count of Sogno, and obtained the favour from them, that 
the heretics at leaft Ihould be excluded from dealing in this merchandize ; and that efpe- 
cially the Englifh, who made it their chief bufinefs to buy Haves here, and to .carry 
them to Barbadoes, an ifland of theirs in the Weft Indies, where the^ were to be 
brought up in the Proteliant religion, fo very contrary to ours. This letter was firft 
read by me to the count, and afterwards on a feaft-day I made the contents of it known 
’ to the people, earneftly recommending to them to have a conipaflionate rt^gard to fo 
many miferable creatures, their countrymen, that were daily fuft’ered to come under 
the power of heretics, that would not only enflave them, but likewife pervert the good 
principles we had inftilled into them. I moreover urged, that if there were a neceflity 
for a trade of this kind, they Ihould fooqer have to do with the Hollanders, who were 
obliged to deliver fo many Haves at Cadiz every year, whereby their countrymen might 
have Itill the happinefs ot continuing among Catholics, though in bonds. * 

1 propofed likewife for them to trade in this nature with the Portuguefe, rather than 
the Hollanders ; which they would not hearken unto for feveral reafons. 

Firft, Becaufe they would by no means have that nation eftablifli themfelves in their 
country. Secondly, By reafon that they would give them no opportunity to fell their 
arms and ammunition amongft them : and Thirdly, Becaufc they always under-valued 
the Haves, and never offered fo much as they were worth. 

Thefe, with fome, others,, have been the reafons that the Portuguefe' have never yet 
been able to get any footing in Sogno. 

A year almofl paft before there was any fhip appeared in this country ; at laft an 
Knglifti veffel came to anchor there. This I immediately advifed the count of, requiring 
at the fame time, that if Ihe were really Englilh, Ihe fliould not be fuH’ered to land any 
perfon whatfoever. The count’s anfw'er wa%that I fli .uld be obeyed : but which 1 ob- * 
ferved to be fpoke by him with fuch coldnels, that 1 could eafily difeover in him a con- 
trary intention ; and which I was the more confirmed in, when I refledlcd upon the pro- 
fit he was to make, both by the buyer and the feller. All this while the captain of the 
Ihip pretended that he would tarry o|j[y three days to take in frefti provjfions ; which 
being paft, he fcarcely Ihewed the leaft fign of being gone. While he was yet in the 
river, I happened to go down to the Ihore to fpeak with the Mafucca, or Receiver of the 
Whites., Being but juft entered his houfe, 1 faw two Englilhmen, who I thought had 
been no nearer than their ufual ftation } they feeing me, drew in, and I turned my back 



*54 


MKROLLA’s voyage to CONGO. 


to go out a^ain : but fcarce had I reached the threftiold, before I heard a brace of piflo!- 
bullets whiz by my ear. At this being aftoniftied, I looked about, but law nobody. 
Then I fell on my knees, returned thanks to heaven for my efcape ; and afterwards 
went in again boldly ^o make my complaint to the mailer of the houfe of the villainy, 
which I fuppofe was defigned me by thefe Engliihmen ; but to my great difappointmei^t 
he returned me neither a compliment nor a reientment. 

The day following the before-mentioned captain came to me, but that rather to affront 
than confer with me ; demanding of me at firft fight, “ What I had to do to oppofe the 
Engliih trading in that port ?” To which I replied, | “ That purfuant to an agreement 
between me and the count, all heretics were to be excluded from dealing m Haves 
throughout the dominions of Sogno, but as to all other njatters of traffick they were at 
liberty.*" “ What do you mean by heretics ?" quoth he. “ Is not our Duke of York a 
Roman Catholic, and chief of our company, from whom I have a full power to trade, 
where, and in what merchandize I pleafe ?” “ Granted," faid I j but then I alledged 
further, “ That I was fure it was not the intention of that Duke, [that Chriftians ihould 
be bought and fold for flaves, nor that/uch as he (meaning the captain) ihould be al- 
lowed not only to trade, but likewife to rob and infell the Ihores wherever they came, 
in like manner as another Engliih captain had done there lail year ; who, as foon as he 
had taken in all his lading, fell to wailing the country, and forced away feveral of the 
natives into i^ivery, and killed many others that he could hot get away. This (I told 
him) I would aifuredly acquaint the Duchefs of York, my country-woman, with, that 
the Duke her hufband’s reputation might not fufl'er, and fuch offenders might be pu- 
niihed as)they well deferved." To this the captain began to reply with great heat, de- 
fending both himfelf and his countryman, the other captain, thinking to overcome 
reafon with noife; and if fome people had not come in to my afliilance, I know 
not what might have come on it. I afterwards fent to let the count know, that 1 ihould 
not open the church-doors till thofe heretic^, that were enemies both to our church 
and him, were gone. This meifage loon brought the count to our convent, where, 
when he entered to fpeak with me, there came in with him only one man, tvho 
had a long knife in his hand drawn about four inches out of the iheath : this 
knife, as he knelt on the ground, he held with one hand on the haft, and the other 
on the iheath. For the better underilanding of this, you mull know that whenever 
the count comes to fpeak with us, nobody has leave to enter the room with him 
but the interpreter ; and when any extraordinary cafe requires another’s coming in, 
he mull kneel all the while, in like manner as the interpreter is obliged to do. 
The count began with me very low, endeavouring to convince me^ that, confidering the 
many enemies that furrounded him on all fides, he ought to provide himfelf of arms and 
ammunition of war, and which he could bell do from the European Ihips that came to 
trade in his dominions. This and the like he urged with a great deal of cunning, but at 
length perceiving by my anfwers that he gained but little upon me, he began to gather up 
his countenance, and to move his lips q||ick in order to thunder out fome dreadful 
menaces againil me ; but which 1 timely perceiving, ilarted up upon my feet, and pre- 
vented his fury with the following words : “ The reafon,” faid I to him refolutely, “ of my 
coming into your dominions, was for theferviceof God, aad the falvation of your fouls ; 
and in order ^o that duty incumbent on me, I c|finot difpenfe with the hazarding even 
of my life, in withdrawing fo many poor fouls from out of the power of Lucifer,” 
(•meaning the flaves to be bought by heretics,) “ which neverth^elefs you ieem by your 
arguments to give wholly up to him. Think then, my lord ediSnt,” continued I, “ on 
your own cafe in fo palpable an aft of difobedience j for as for my part, I Ihall always 
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endeavour to in my duty.” Having fpoke thefe words, I immediately offered to 
go out of the room, but the repenting count catching me feft hold by the arm, and 
f hanging his countenance almoft from black to yellow, would by no means fuffer me fo 
to do, crying out, “ Hear my reafons firfl. Father ; hear my reafons before you go.’* 
Xhen clapping himfelf clown upon a bench, he fell into a long difcourfe, but in which I 
often interrupting him, he at lafl flew away in a great paffion, muttering and mumbling 
to himfelfi “ That he was the head of the church in his dominions, and that I without 
him could do nothing ; no, not fo much as baptize a child.” By thefe and other fuch 
like fpceches of His, 1 coukl eafily perceive that he fided with the Englifh, and I was tho- 
roughly convinced thereof afterw rds, when he caufed proclamation to be made at tlure»> 
of the clock in the morning, £0 forbid all his fubjefts throughout the whole BanzaT lo go 
any more to our church ; but this he neverthelefs did without laying any pftialty on 
thofe that difobeyed him, and confequently his fubjects being true fervants of God, took 
no manner of notice of his proceeding, but continued to come to church as before. 
Notwithllanding their good difpofitions, I thought myfelf obliged to excommunicate the 
count by fixing a fchedule on the church-docys, and which I did by an authority fent 
me from the bifliop of Angola. Hence it followed that our Haves that belonged to the 
offices of the church, as likewife thofe that ferved in the convent, immediately forfook 
me, and that I fuppofe by infligation of their prince who had withdrawn them, tp caufe 
me th.‘ foojier to comply. • Whilft 1 yet continued firm in my refolutions, a Dutch fhip 
appearcvi in the harbour : foon after her arrival the count’s fecretary brought her cap- 
tain, according to cuftom, to iite for my benediftion, which neverthelefs the Englifh 
captain had neglected to afk ; I gave it him, and by thofe means extinguiflied part of 
the fui y inftilled into the people’s breafts by the magicians and wizard againft me ; for 
they had made it their bufinefs to make the people believe, that I purpofely oppofed the 
afbrefaid contrails with the Europeans, that their nation might be unprovided of arms 
and ammunition when their enemies the Portuguefe came againfl them, and which they 
likewife affirmed I by fecret means encouraged. The anchoring this fhip in the harbour 
occafioned the fpeedy di^parture of the other ; for in lefs than thirteeij days after fhe 
hoifled fail and put to fea, carrying away with her about fourteen or fifteen of the 
natives of Sogno, befides near a hundred more which the captain faid had been fold him 
by the pagans. 

Finding an opportunity to acquaint my fuperior, in the kingdom of Angola, with 
thefe matters, 1 immediately fet about it, and difpatched away two letters, but which 
were both intercepted, by order from the count : this coming to my ears, I writ three 
more, one of which I copfided to a faithful Black, promifing him a confiderable re- 
ward if he delivered it ; the other two I fent publicly, which were intercepted, as 
before. About the fame time the count likewife writ a letter to the bifhop of Loanda, 
complaining, “ That I would neither adminifler the facraments, nor open the church 
and befides, “ That 1 had condemned the wizards to death in an open congregation.” 
To this the faid bifhop, well knowing both the treachery and hypocrify of the Blacks, 
gave no anfwer ; but however foon after fent my fuperior, accompanied with Father 
Benedict a Belvedere, to affift me. Here mark the providence of God 1 Whilft the 
count continued in his obftinacy, a certain difeafe that reigned in the neighbouring 
parts, called in the Portuguefe Bejdgas, but in ours the fmall-pox, had reached his 
dominions, and whereof great numoers died daily. The people being fenfible that 
this muft be fent as a judgment among them, gathered forthwith together, and ad- 
dreffed themfelves with great eameftnefs to the count, advifing him, “ To retradl and 
atone for the great error he had been guilty of, or, befides the juft judgment of God 
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both upon him and them, they would iniallibly rife againft him for redrds.” To 
this the count anfwered, “ That it had never been his defires, that they (hould fuffer 
any ways upon his account ; and that what he had forbid by his proclamation, was only 
to frighten the milfioner into obedience : but fince they were of opinion that what had 
befallen them was occafioned by this injunftion, he was willing, if he might thereby 
confirm their fafety, to take it off.” Though he foon after was as good as his word, 
yet were the people not wholly fatisfied, affirming, “ That they would not .die like 
dogs, but like true Chriftians, as they had been bred, and therefore willed him to 
prefent himfelf before me, to afk forgivenefs for his ci^iine, to the end 'that the church- 
doors might be again fet open to them.” This he foon after accomplilhed, in the fol- 
lowing manner, but whether through fincerity or hypocrify I fhall not pretend to 
determine : — Having clothed all his courtiers in like manner as they were wont to be 
when they go to receive ambaffadors, he alone appeared in fackcloth, unihod, with a 
crown of thorns on his head, a crucifix in his hand, and a large cable rope about his 
neck : in this manner, coming to our convent, he proilrated himfelf humbly at the 
gate, befeeching me to pardon him his crime, and only cxcufing himfelf, that what 
he did was done raflily and without conftderation, but that he was now ready to make 
me all manner of fatisfaftion for his difobedience. He remembered me moreover of 
the prqfumption of David, and hoped, that like him having repented, he iliould like- 
wife receive mercy. Having laid thus much, he gave his crucifix to one of his attendants 
to hold, and afterwards kneeled and kiffed my feet : hereupon I immediately raifed 
him from the ground, took off the crown of thorns from his head, and rope from his 
neck, and dien repeated to him thofe words which I formerly uttered to another perfon 
on the like occafion, “ If you have finned like David, imitate him likewife in your 
repentance.” After this 1 waited upon him out as far as the ftreet, and then left him. 

He afterwards came a fecond time in the aforefaid manner to have his excommu- 
nica taken oft' ; but I told him, “ That 1 would willingly have complied * with his 
defires, but that in about three days time my*fuperior would come into thofe parts, 
and that it was ^piorc proper for him to abfolve fo great a perfon as he.” 1 farther told 
him, “ That as for his accomplices, I would undertake to give them abfolution,”* which 
I foon after performed both to his and their fatisfaclion. At laft the expected Father 
arrived, and I having acquainted him with what had been already done, he after a 
delay of a few days gave the penitent count abfolution. Having received this great 
favour and affiftancc from the biihop, 1 thought myfelf obliged to return him my moil 
humble thanks and acknowledgements, and withal to inform him of the caufe, manner, 
and time of my fliutting up the church, as likewife with the jeafons I had to threaten 
the wizards with the puniihment the count had writ to him about. 

The Dutch all this while followed their trade clofe. A certain captain among them 
called Cornelius Clas, having acquired a reputation with the natives by his fubtilties, 
went about fowing his heretical tares amidft the true com of the gofpel. Amongft 
other (damnable) doftrines, he maintained, that baptifm was alone neceffary to falva- 
tion, becaufe it took away original fin, as the blood of our Saviour did adual fin. 
The better to comply with the Blacks, whom he knew to be defirous of greater liberty 
in thofe matters, he affirmed, there was need of no other facrament than that of bap- 
tifm ; and that if they had a mind to communicate, they Ihould do it, but that con- 
feffion was not fiecefl'ary, being only to be underftood figuratively. And he farther 
(impudently) difowned the real prefence of Chrift in the confecrated hoft. ' To pro- 
cure himHf with the greater credit, he often invoked the faints his afliftance, and 
efpecially St. Anthony, though his tribe generally deny the praying to laints to' be of 
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«tiy ufe to U8. He aitemrards repeated feveral expreffions here and there oat of our 
fermons m L«t, and then proceeded to ridicule them after the following manner : — 
€C or cried he» “ your father’s an able preacher and a ^reat fcholar, he hits the nail 
on the head, and talks to the purpofe ; bu^^ ii he would improve you thoroughly, he 
ought to advance fuch and fuch dodrines” (which by the way were moft perniaoufly 
heretical). Thus he run on for above an hour together, exploding our opinions and 
recommending his own, till he had at laft fo far prevailed upon thofe miferable Negroes, 
that their hearts were become as black as their countenances. Although this perfon’s 
principles and ddigns came at le.ygth to be known, yet were the moft ignorant never- 
thelefs affe£ted with his arguments and perfuafions ; but notwithftanding thefe mifchie<^' 
came not to our knowledge till after the departure of their author. 

Let us now come to other matters not unlike the foregoing. In the liftlT year of 
my miflion another Englilh fhip happened to come to an anchor in the river : as foon 
as I perceived it, I went to the count and faid, “ Behold, my lord, another Englifh 
Ihip appears in the harbour !” and at the fame time begged of him not to permit any 
of the men to land, for fear of the like inconveniences that had before happened : he 
feemed to comply readily with my defires, and promifed that none fhould ; neverthe- 
lefs felf-intereft blinding him again, he received the accuftomed prefents, and luftered 
them to trade again within his dominions, which we would by no means agsee to. 
The captain came with his commiflion to our convent, and endeavoured to find me 
out, but could not. In the mean-time, without any further delay, we pubhfhed a 
manifefto, that upon pain of excommunication none fhould prefume to fell any Haves 
to the Englilh : but as to bartering ivory, ebony, or the like with them, they might 
freely do it. The captain hereupon could get but five negroes, and thofe he bought 
before the manifefto was publilhed. He came a fecond time to my apartment accom- 
panied by a Dutch captain, and with a great deal of fubmiflion faid to me, “ Father, 
what reaffln have I given you to deny nje, To much to my difadvanfage, a free trade in 
this port, when T have fuft'ered fo many hardfhips, and undergone fo great peril in 
my voyage hither?” lo which I courteoufly anfwered, “ That I would do an' ■ 
that la/ in my power to ferve any Chriftian, and him in particular, wno ap ' ‘ > 
be fo very civil, but that in this matter I could do nothing without an order * ir.'_ 

fuperior.” 1 told him further, “ That though I was againft his trading afvou -s 
being an Englifhman, and confequenj^y a heretic, I could not prevent his doh > y 
lea, and therefore if he could find any to traffic with him he might fretiy d • 

“ 'I’hat is what I would rather have,” replied the captain, “ for thejreby 1 ma) i> iJe 
cultom-ffee. Now 1 perceive,” continued he, “ that thefe brutes*,” meaning the 
Negroes, “ have always their hands open to receive prefents, but when there is any 
favour to be returned, they immediately Ihrug up their Ihoulders and excufe them- 
felves, pretending the miffioners will not let them grant it. But why,” added he, 
“ did they not explain themfelves at firtt, that I might have laved my ^refent, and 
failed about my bufinefs elfewhere ? It lhall.go hard, but I will make them Know whom 
they have to deal with.” Then turning to me, he faid, “ Well, Father, I cannot but 
thank you heartily for acquainting me with the truth, and let them reftore to me what 
I gave them, and I will be gone. But firft,” quoth he, give me leave to prefent 
Your Reverence with a barrel of wheat-flour to make your Hofts of, a fmall veflel 
of Aqua-vitae, and fomething elfe that may lie within the verge of my capacity.” I 
returned hftn a thou^d thanks for his kind proffers, and told nim, that though I had 
occafion for the wiTOt-flour I would by no means accept it of him, and afterwards 
having* forced a bafket of fruit upon him difmifled him. The, count having dilpofed of 
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the prefent that was given him, could by no means yeftore it, and befides dtirft not 
for fear of excommunication provide him the flaves he had promifed. iThis fo vexed 
the captain, that taking pnly along with him two flaves, and a little ivory he had got 
before, he left his houle in the night-time, and went immediately aboard his fliip ; 
his landlord foon miffing him got up betimes, and went after him for his rent, Jbut 
the captain having caufed three Patereroes to be turned againft the Negro’s boat, 
dared him to come near him after the following manner ; “ Come hither, flave,” 
quoth he, “ and I will pay you in a certain coin that you very well deferve.” After 
which, bellowing a great many eprfes on him, he fft fail and departed. The count 
was again excommunicated for his difobedience, but not by a paper fixed up at the 
church-doors formally, which he took with much patience. Though a Black, he is an 
abfolute prince, and not unworthy of a crown, though lie were in Italy, confidering 
the number of his fiibje£ts, and large dominions. 

Before the Englilhman had weighed anchor to be gone, another Dutch Ihip came 
into the river, which my companion Fathef Benedift da Belvedere perceiving, imme- 
diately oppofed the landing ol any of hfr men ; his reafon was that they were heretics, 
in like manner as the Englifli, and which he confirmed by the herefies the above-men- 
tioned Dutch captain had not long before fpread amongft us. I could not well diflent 
from this opinion of his, neverthclefs for quietnefs-fake I told him, that fince we had 
fo luckily got^rid of the Englilh, we mult of ncceffity admit of the Dutch, or the peo- 
ple would be apt to rebel ; for not caring to trade with the Portuguefe for fomc 
reafons bell known to themfelves, they w'ould have noboby elfe to utter their com- 
modities to, which would prove no fmall detriment both to the church and the Hate. 
He underftood me 1 don’t queltion, but notwithftanding took little or no notice of what 
I faid, being tranfporled with too great a zeal for the church’s good, which, had it not 
been fo exceffive, might have fucceeded better than it did. 

On Eafter-Day there was a great feaft held throughout the count’s dominies, when 
the eledors and governors were obliged to come to court to wifh their lord a happy 
Eafter, according to cullom. He that voluntarily abfented himfelf was looked upon 
as a rebel, and thofe that came were treated at the count’s charge ; the elettors and 
governors dividing the provifions amongft their followers. My aforefaid companion 
hearing a confufed found of inftruments, and many loud acclamations from the people 
gathered together in vaft numbers, made what |jafte he could to them that he might 
prevent thofe feftivals, which he looked upon as not proper to be celebrated in a 
place where the count aflifted, who then flood excommunicated. For my part I 
could not well fathom his intentions, for he only carne to me jnd demanded my 
blefling and leave to go out of the convent, which I could not refufe him. At his 
firft coming the chief elector came up to him to Mute him, which he coldly received 
and returned ; after a few compliments they came to complaints. My companion 
began to blame them for having fo courteoufly admitted of the Hollanders, as alfo for 
folemnifing 'of this feaft, which they ought not to prefume to have done as matters 
went. This fo exafperated the eledlor, that he cried out with a great paffion, “ What 
heretics ! What Chrillians ! What Catholics ! Are w'e not all to be faved by baptifm 
alone ?” Father Benedifl being out of patience at thefe words, and truly moved for 
the honour of ^od’s fervice, though a little too exorbitantly, without any reply ftepped 
up to him, and gave him a found box on the ear by way of adrnc'tiition. This affront 
the eletfor’s people fo greatly refented, that they immediately {^hered about him to 
defend him, and thofe that were without the.walls likewife nu^ at the famf time 
an attempt to get- into the place. The count, captain-general, and great-captain being 
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footi informed of what had happened, prefently interpofed to prevint the miilioner’s 
receiving any damage from the fury of the multitude, and afterwards condufted him 
fafe to our convent. The chief intent of this Father’s extraordinary zeal, was to make 
known to fo great a company of people got together, what danger their fouls wore in 
by converfing with heretics. 

For my part I judged a fpeedy reconciliation with the eleftor highly neceffary, and 
therdbre fome few days after I fent for him to our convent 5 he came, and after 
having courtcoufly received him, I defired him to recant fincerely what he had faid, 
and alk Father Benedift’s pardon^ and I would abfolve him^ To u hich he anfwered 
fmiling, “ That would be pleafani indeed ; 1 am the fufferer, and yet 1 muft be guilt” , 
he was the aggreffor, and yet I mull beg pardon. Mult I receive a blov'. d not- 
withftanding be thought to have offended ?” 'I'hen 1 replied, “ That mull not Uo taken 
for an injury, which was notfo intended ; the blow was not to offend, but defend you, 
being as it were a remembrance not to hearken to the errors of heretics. Belldes you 
ought to confider that it was given out of paternal affedion by your fpiritual Father, 
and whom it did not milbecome to give it. Moreover you know among us the bilhops 
do it in cafes of confirmation, and the perfon that receives it takes it rather for an 
honour than affront. You ought to confefs that you deferved corredion for venting 
fo dangerous an opinion in the prefence of fo many true Catholics.” Being convinced 
by thefe reafons that he had been in the wrong, he confented to recajit his error, 
which he did after mafs at the church-door, confelling that what he had done was 
merely occafioned through pallion, and not out of any difobedience to the; dodrine 
of the church, for which he had a fmcere veneration. Afterwards begging pardon of the 
aforefaid Father, and killing his feet, he w'as again received into our communion. 
After all this he made his humble acknowledgments to the count, for having prefumed 
to incline Ijis people to a rebellion within his dominions. 

To extirpate this herefy effedlually out of the minds of the people, we took an 
occafion, after v e had friven ablblution to the eledor and his followers, to preach a 
fermon tp them to this purpofe : “ That whereas paradife was allowed by all to be a 
place of the greafell purity and brightnefs, fo ought to be the minds of thole who 
are in eledion to be admitted inhabitants thereof. Lucifer the prince of light, for 
having fuffered himfelf to be contaminated with pride, occafioned his being thrown 
headlong into hell, t«jgether with his adherents. Can it feem polliblc to you that fo 
pure and peaceful a place Ihould admit of the haughty and unclean ? Some among you 
are like your own Maccacos, or monkeys amongll us, who keeping poffelfion of any tiling 
they hate llolen, wiy fooner fuffer themfelves to be taken and killed than to let go their 
prey. So impure fwine wallow in their filth, and care not to be cleanfed. ' o lemcdy 
thus, our Saviour inllituted the facrament of repentance, to the end that when man had 
finned, he might come and purify himfelf from his tranfgrellions.” I’hcfe and many 
other fpiritual memorandums were given by us, proving at the fame tune, that God 
being all goodnefs, could not polfibly be ihe.occalion of any evil. We, then demanded 
of them, “ If they were not convinced that this \\ as true by the light of their natural 
rwfon ?” They all anfwered with a common confent, “ That it was, and that they had 
been deceived by the heretical feducer, tvho had impofed doftrines upon them which 
were contrary to the word of God. We hope therefore that for (h« future thefe 
herefies will^e totally extinguifhed, fince we have taken fo much pains to decry them 
both in the pulpit andg^fewhere.” The fame night that the count had been inaile ac* 
quaintei with his falwtg again under the fcntence of excommunication, for having 
defigned to furnifli the Englifti with Haves, contrary to the maipfefto publilhed by us, 
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his countefs was iiized with a fainting fit, occafioned ei^er by her bsin^ with child 
or elfe through the difgufl fhe had ccntceived at her h'ufband’s proceedings. Being 
thus ill, fhe inunediatel)V difpatched her fon to me to dehre me to come to her, who 
doubting whether I would comply or not, thought himfelf obliged to fwear, 'that his 
mother was at death’s door. !^ing moved by charity, I went accompanied by Father 
Stephen de Romano, who had fome fmall ikill in phyfic. By his means, and through 
God’s grace, fhe foon recovered, and was confeffed. This lady was, to give her her due, 
a very religious woman, and a»great frequenter of the bleifed facrament ; and befides, 
one that upon many occz^fions, when the count her thufband and we were at variance, 
would fend us divers refrefhments of oranges and lemons, and the like. The count 
having obferved at a diftance the civility and kindnefs w^ fhewed to his wife, fecmed 
to be mightily pleafed with it. Thinking to take him in this good humour, I went up 
to him, and defired him to excufe what I had ordered him to be made acquainted with, 
having been thereto obliged by the duty of my funftion, and was for that end come 
into his country. I likewife told him, that ifjhe would needs follow his own inclinations, 
he muft be a pagan, and could not deferve the title of a Chriftian j and moreover 
informed him what a ftrifl account I had to give not only to my fuperiois, but alfo to 
my own confcience, and therefore exhorted him to fubmit himfelf to the ccnfurcs of the 
churcfi. I defired him to remember likewife how I had expofed my life for his good, 
and that 1 coyld not but have a particular kindnefs for him, being my fpiritual pupil. 
This I fpoke to prevent his flying out into paffions and difdain, as he was wont to do 
upon occttfions of reproof. 

From mid Lent to Whitfuntide the count had not been within the church-doors, except 
fometimes incognito ; but generally flood at a diftance, whence he might fee the prieft 
at the altar, and where he heard mafs. On Afeenfion-eve he font to beg of me for the 
love of God to abfolve him. I would have willingly complied with his requeft, but 
was prevented by Father Benedifl, who alledgpd that it w'as by no means proper to take 
him again into our communion, till the Hollanders had weighed anchor, and were gone. 
On Whitfunday he font a melTenger to me again, giving me to underftand, that his fub- 
jefls not feeing him appear in the church as formerly might probably rife in a tumult ; 
to prevent which he propofed to agree to all I*had required of him, provided I would 
abfolve him. My anfwer w as, that he fhould appear next morning at the fecond mafs, 
dreffed in mourning like a penitent, and fhould moreover bring along with him all the 
eledors, together with the two captains, the general, and great-captain. As I had com- 
manded, fo it was performed. Thofe others that ought to have been prefent, and could 
not come, were excufed upon fending proxies. Being all met, I.addreffed myfclf to 
the count, and endeavoured to make h^m fenfible what damage he might do to fo many 
poor fouls as he was mailer of, by encouraging them to have commerce with heretics. 
I remembered him alfo^f the late affronts received from the Englifh, and indulged by 
him. Upon hearing this and a great deal more, which I do not think neceffary to 
repeat here, both the count and all the reft took an oath upon, the holy Miffal, that 
they would fooner lofe their lives than fuffer any Englifh Ihip to enter any of their ports 
again, which is obferved and performed even to this' day. The penance I impofed upon 
the count was that he by his authority fhould oblige three hundred of thofe that lived 
in unlawful we/llock to marry. He gladly accepted the propofal, and afterwards entered 
the church with great pomp and univerfal joy, and never in the leaft offended after. 

• The reconciled count not only performed what had been enjoiasd him, but brought 
over four hundred to the holy ftate of matrimony. Ainongft fne reft there w^s one 
Mani, \^o not only married himfelf, but alfo caufed two fons, and as many daughters 
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of Ws to do the .l^tkeat the jiune'time. My companion Father Benedifl: obferving and 
wondering at the great care and diligence the count employed in reducing fo many 
ftrayed,. fouls to matrimony, crieid out, “ As long as all is f^ure here, 1 will go on in 
my million, and try what I can do with ot|iers abroad, by urging rhefe good examples 
to them.” As he hoped, fo it came to pafs ; for in lefs than fix weeLs he had caufed 
above fix hundred to marry. This was a very laborious work, and put hitn into a vio- 
knt fit of ficknefs two days journey from our houfe. As foon as I heard of his being 
ill, I fent for him home ; but he would by no means comply with me, affirming, “ That 
a good foldier oug^t to die with his fword in his hand anil further, “ That if he loft 
that opportunity of recovering lo many poor fouls from perdition, he knew not w' ... 
he might have the like again-offered him.” His death not long after, together with my 
being lick, put a flop to fo great and fo good a work but juft begun. 

It is neceffary here to inform you, that in the dominions of Sogno, thofe that are law- 
fully married live with all manner of love and amity together, and particularly the wo- 
men, who are conftant to their hufbands, whether Blacks or Whites. The many years 
that the Europeans have traded here, there las not been found one baftard among them, 
which are neverthelefs fo frequent to be inct with in cither countries. Thele women 
have a particular averfion to heretics, as may be perceived by what follows, A Dutch 
captain walking one day in this country, and obferving a married w'oman taking ‘a pipe 
of tobacco after the cuftom of the country, lent his Have to her to defire, her to let him 
have a whiff. The good woman hearing the mefliige, took her pipe out of her mouth, 
and hugged it in her arms, and without anfwering a word proceeded on yt her way. 
The Have neverthelcfs profecuted his mafter’s requeft, anil followed her, repeating often 
what he had before required, till at length perceiving her obftinatc and fixed in a refufal, 
the better to incline her to refign the pipe to him, he gave her a box on the ear, threat- 
ening her with worfe, if fhe perfifted in a denial. The w'oman notwithftanding bore all 
patiently, and would not conl’ent to gratify him, whatever he could do to her. I fliould 
have told you, lor the better underftanding of this, tnat it is a cuftom in this country, 
that when any one obtains a pipe out of a woman’s mouth, it is a piobable earneft of 
further favours. From hence may be learnt what a propenfity the w'omen have to 
chaftity in thefe parts, many of whom meet together on the firft day of Lent, and oblige 
themfelves to a ftrift continence till Eafter ; infomuch that if any one among them 
fhould happen to deviate from the vow they had jointly engaged in, fhe would immedi- 
ately think herfelf guilty of a great fault, and confequently undergo voluntarily fome 
fevere penance. They are likewife moft rigid oblervers of all falis^ enjoined by the 
church, and which they Ivill. not tranfgrefs even where necefliry requires they Ihotild, 
and in which cafes we are obliged to command them to do it to fave their lives. 

At length my companion Father Benedid finding liimfelf worfe and worfe, fent a 
meffenger to me to defire me to afford him fome fuccour. ^ thereupon immediately 
difpatched four Haves belonging to the church, to bring him in a net to the convent, 
that being the eafieft way I could propofe <0 have him brought. 'J’he better to infufe 
the performance of my commands, I threatened the flave.s with tranfportation, a thing 
they are more than ordinarily afraid of, in cafe of difobcdience or treachery. They 
" brought him foon after, and being arrived, he immediately entered upon a general con- 
feflion of’ his fins, even from his youth upwards to that day. The- malady he was 
afflidfed with was the gout, which, getting not long after into his ftomach, at once ended 
both his Hie and his good aftions, which were many. His funeral obfequies were per- 
formed fuitable to his charadler, at which aflifted the count with a vaft number of peo- 
ple I myfelf faying mafs, though I languiflied at that time und!^ a violent fever. Fa- 
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ther Benedid w8S“.a native of our kingdom of Naples, thpygh he firft Tecdved^the ha.bit 
of the ord^r of St. Francis -in the Roman province. He wasf a pumid^^feacfiiyrja 
city of Rome, as likewife a confeffor to the nuns. The death of this good man'tnay 
well be faid to be lamented by all, fince the very birds and beafts Imd their lhare of 
concern at it : for it was to be obferved, that whilft the corps was upon the bier, it was 
attended by feveral parrots and wild hens, which hovered about waiting till it fhould 
be interred. A dog likewife that had belonged to the deceafcd Father, milling hi$ 
mafter after he was buried, would neither eat nor drink, but lay howling after an 
extraordinary manner at thp church-dOor. I gave hin! afterwards to the captain -general ■ 
to be tranfported into fome diftant idand : but this availed little, for in lefs than a 
month’s time he returned, and placing himfelf at the door of the deceafed Father’s 
cell, conhnued to howl as before, till at length, having eat nor drank nothing for many 
days, and being thereby quite familhed, he groaned out a difmal farewell to his loving 
mafter, and fo died. 

It may not be here amifs to infert a certain quarrel that happened among the Negroes 
in the fourth year of my million, and whilft the aforefaid Father was living ; but wherein 
nobody was killed through the timely orders fent to prevent it. The difference w'as 
this: — The captain-general, fon to the count’s bi'other, being at variance with the 
count’? other nephew, fon to his lifter, while they were mutpally provoking each other 
with ill language, the latter happened to throw'’ dow'ii the former, and falling a-top of 
him, began to belabour him luftily with his fills, which neverthelefs nobody faw. I’he 
perfon aggfieved complained of this ufage to the count, who having heard him patiently, 
at length faid to him, “ What juftice would you have me to do between you two that 
are fo nearly allied The captain-general having received the like affront once before 
from the countefs’s brother, brilkly replied, “ What, would your excellency have me 
put up this affront too ? No, it is not in my power, and I would have my enemies to 
know that I am not fo much to be defpifed.” <This faid, he withdrew, and taking up 
arms together with his other three brothers, he beat an alarm to challenge the count’s 
other two nepliews to battle, who neverthelefs were not able to appear againft him with- 
out the alliftancc of their uncle’s troops that were already gone all over to the captain- 
general’s fide ; and this caufed them not to appear at all. 

The better to underftand the manner of challenging in this country, I muft acquaint 
you that the Negroes, when they have any private quarrels among them, do not care, 
to decide the matter fingly, but each gets as many of his friends as he can together to 
do it for him. When they are come to the appointed place, and drawn up in fight 
of their adverfaries, they begin to argue the cafe coolly j theft proceed to abufing each 
other with invedives, till at length, their blood being fired by injuriqus language, they 
fall to it helter-fkelter. Then their drums begin to beat confufedly, which are made 
of thin wood all of a piece, and in form like our great earthern jars. Thefe being 
covered with a beaft’s fkin, are founded, not with little fticks, but with the hand, and 
which make a much greater noife than our draims do. They that have the ufe of guns, . , 
after the firft onfet throw them away, having them more to fright than offend the 
enemy. They fet them againft their bread, without taking any aim, by which means ' 
the balls generally Hy over their enemies’ heads, without doing them any harm ; for;’ 
they perceiving fhe flafli in the pan, are likewife accuftomed to fquat down, and afte^f 
having fo received the firing, rife up of a hidden, and run forwards. After, they havl , 
thus thrown away their fire-arms, they betake themfelves to their bows and arrov^t ■ 
When they are at a diftance they fend their arrows up into the air, that by their Wlin|( 
they may do their enemies the greater mifehief } but when they are nearer, they fftibot ^ 
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them in a dire<^ Hue* wont fometimes to poifon their arrows, the wounds 

made by, recover by pifs. When the arrows fall, the adverfe party imme* 

diateiy 'gathers them up to make ufe of them again. The fhprt arms they employ are 
great and fmall knives, axes, and the like, which they buy of the Europeans, When 
they 'come to engage, the perfons that are 'conquered become Haves to the conquerors, 
if tn^y are taken; and if not, they often kill themfelves for anger. In Congo, when 
there are no priefts there, Chriftians make flaves of Chriftians, which they often do 
upon very flight quarrels. 

But to return Yrom whence we have ftrayed, let us go on with our ftory. After a 
little while two eleftors, whereof one was the Mani Eng^idla, the count’s cquflT^, 
came up to the captain-general, who together with his friends ftood with their arhis in 
their hands, and endeavoured to pacify him. They found him fitting majeftically 
under an umbrella, as it were a canopy ; when with a more than kingly gravity, he 
broke forth into thefe words: ‘‘ He that has a mind to fpeak with me, let hiin^do it 
proftrate on the ground.”. This the two eledors would by no means condefeend to 
do, fince that would be to make him no lefs ,^han count. Whereupon the haughty 
general leaped up in a paflion, and difpofed himfelf to a rebellion, marching with his 
followers two days journey ofl' from the city. His three brothers ported away imme- 
diately to his government, which was a country given him by the count, in »grati- 
tude for having fupprefl'ed a dangerous rebel, who called himfelf Duke of Bamba of 
Sogno. Hither he was foon after to follow, but was happily prevented by our inter- 
pofmg ; for had he gone, the confequence might have been no fmall prejudice to the 
count. The arms and ammunition he carried along with him were feveral fmall field- 
pieces, three hundred mufquets, thirty barrels of powder, a great number of bows, 
arrows, and the like, with great quantities of provifions. The manner of our inter- 
pofing was this : — On All-Saints* day, after the firrt mafs, tlic count came to me with 
concern in his countenance, and told what a rebellion was raifed againrt him, I 
anfwered, that as fcon as I ol:)ferved the firrt motions amongft the people, I leaped 
forth of my cell, and went to enquire what w^as the matter. I w^as acqui'diued that the 
Baretti (fo the family of thefe rebels w^as called) were got together to divert themfelves. 
To which I replied, that their exercife did not at all fecin to me to be tending that way ; 
but I rather fuppofed it to be occafioned by fome contentions among them. Having 
then the chalice in my hand to fay the fecoiid mafs, and being fornewhat miftruftful 
that this might arife from the captain-general’s influence, I caufed it to be enquired 
into when he had been at church, and wi|^ informed that he was pvefpnt at the firrt 
mafs. Now if ihis^had been^true, I had foon prevented all future mifearriages ; but 
being impofed upon, I could not, 1 then oft’ered the count to do what in me lay to 
quiet the difturbance, and promifed to go find out the captain-general for that purpofe. 
Hereupon my net w^as fpeedily got ready, and I fee forth, but had not gone above three 
or four miles before I was Hopped by a guard of foldiers, w^lio told me 1 fhoiild go no 
farther. This caufed me to come out of tlje net to laiow the reafon, thinking when 
they faw me they would let me pafs ; but I found it quite otherwife. I afked their 
commander if he knew me, he anfwered, “ i his port was alngned me to let nobody 
whatfoever, and Your Reverence never yet baptized me, nor have I confefled to 
yOjP.” Then I went to go on, but this captain fell down on his and hindered 

I believed pofitively that this was an ad of humiliaiion and i'ubmiflion, it being 
im Blacks’ cuftom always to fpeak upon their kne'\s to ihe pnefts^ and their lords. 
But Tee' how I was miftaken, for as I offered to go ftitu ard, he clapped the butt-end of 
hisji;^lquet to his fhoulder, and was about to fire at me, which I perceiving, retired, 
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and giving a bnall crucifix to one of the fol'diers, bid him to carry it to the captain.' 
general, as a token that I was coming to fpeak’with him. In the inean>time I took to 
another road, which although it was three miles about, yet by the grace of God I got 
to Chitomba before midnight. In our \Vay pafled through feveral villages, whofe 
inhabitants were all fled to the fea-fhore ; therefore not finding any-body to relieve my 
poor net-men, as they expeflied, they were forced to carry me patiently, without reft- 
ing a minute, for fear of lofing time. Manichitombo fent me word that he would have 
me come on no forwarder, lefl: I (hould lofe my way in a huge 'wood, which I muft 
neccflarily pafs through, and which I might very well do in the nighMime : and more- 
over that if I continued kt Chitombo, he would come and wait on me there. My 
anfwer was, that if he had a mind to fiiow himfelf an obedient fpiritual fon to me, he 
(hould Continue where I was till I had known the count’s ferther pleafure in the matter ; 
and I withal requefted of him, that the letters I (hould fend for that purpofe might not 
be intercepted by any of his fadion ; and to the end they might be able to diftinguifh 
which they were, I let him know that I would order them to be carried aloft up(^ a 
pole. WhilftI was in expedation of an anfwer from the count, Manichitombo’s bro- 
ther and fecretary fent me my crucifix again, and withal gave me to underfland that 
his brother would not have me by any mekns to give myfelr the trouble to come to him, 
for t^iat he would comply with me in all I deiired and came about ; and therefore 
begged of me to pray for him and his friends. Having this anfwer from the captain- 
general, I thought it to no purpofe to ftay any longer at Chitombo ; and therefore I 
immediately fet out for Sogno again, and arrived there about midnight. Next morning 
I ordered my interpreter to go and acquaint the count what I had done ; but though 
he feemed to comply with my commands, yet did he not neverthelefs obey them, fear- 
ing to fall under difgrace thereby ; for it is common among the Blacks to fufpeft what 
the interpreters tell them, if there be not a pried by to confirm it, and fometimes fuch 
melTengers have been taken and punilhed barely upon fuipicion. When I came to 
underdand this, I went to the count myfelf, ‘and having informed him of all that had 
happened, hq, feemed in fome meafure to be pacified; however defired to be fatisfied 
in tvtro quedions. The fird was, why I had not excommunicated the captain for having 
fo impudently fet up his dandard agaitid his fovereign : and the fecond was, that he 
defired to know of me what punifhment fo great an offender deferved. As to the fird, 
I anfwered, that I could not have excommunicated him for two reafons : — fird, becaufe 
he had not rebelled againd the church ; and fecondly, in that he complied with my 
demands, which I prefumed were for His Excellency’s benefit. As to the count’s fe- 
cond quedion, I plainly perceived that it Was both defigning and politic ; for could he 
have procured me to declare the captain-general a rebel,* he would* have foon had him 
caught, and druck off his head. But I thank God, being aware of his intentions, I 

{ irudently avoided them, telling His Excellency in a jeding way, that I would fend the 
ittle boy (a youth that had been brought up in our convent, and whom the count 
dearly loved) to fatisfy him in that quedion. This caufed all the danders-by to laugh, 
and I myfelf was not a little pleafed that 1 had avoided anfwering to fo enfnan'ng a 
demand. The third or fourth day after, the governor of Chioua, the count’s elded 
fon, appeared viith a powerful army which he liad raffed to defend his father. T his 
perfon at his fird coming was indeed extremely courteous and humble ; but he aftef» 
wards foon became proud and haughty. How much pains we took to reconcile thefe 
ty o dlfigreeing parties, need not be expreffed. In a word, we happily compofed the 
, difl'enlions betweeif them, and we thought the captain-general had agreed to ajjipesr only 
« with lii&three brotliers. But wherever the miftake was, he came at the ti m e appoints, 
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attended by lue whole anny, which having drawn up- before our church, in fight of 
that of the Mani of Chioua, he waited for the count’s coming to give him a remiffion 
of his crime. I fixed my eyes upon the ntultitude, and could not imagine what the 
event of this interview would be, I told the count’s fccond fon, that was then in our 
convent, that in my opinion it was not at all proper for his father to appear in any 
palfion at this juncture. He anfwered, that the way to meet one that came to alk par- 
don after this manner, was to come with bullet in mouth, and the mufquet ready to 
receive it. “ Not fo fall, fir,” \quoth I, “ perhaps I may find a remedy.” Then I 
went dhd fpoke to the captain-geneial’s fecretary, who of all fiis brothers was the wifeft 
and moft prudent. I told him ni) fentiments concerning the hoftile appearance of P 
great a number of men, and'his anfwer was, that they fhould be all fent home'to their 
houfes, tyhicli was the fame day performed. Of all this I immediately informed tKe 
count, and he appointed the four brothers to appear before him next morning, without 
any attendants. They accordingly came, and three leathern chairs being fet out before 
our church, one for the count, another for lye, and a third for the captain-general, 
the count alter his wonted humble manner, ♦ooL the left hand. After a little while 
the captain-general, making tliree low bows' to the count, humbly acknowledged his 
offence, and received pat don. When this was done, the count ftarted up, and nodd- 
ing his head with a fierce countenance, to Ihow he was not altogether pleafed with what 
had palled, and turning towards me faid, “ Is there any thing more, Father, that you 
dcfire of me? aie you fatisfied? are you contented.^” Which having fpokej he in a 
kind of palfion left us. Happy was it for thefc four that I had interpofed ; forotherwife 
they would not have recovered their former pofts, as they did. Nor was it a matter of 
fmall labour to get the captain, the fecretary, and the other lieutenants reftored. Yet 
I obferved with admiration that the count laid hold of this oppoi tunity to put feveral 
Manis from their governments, who depended on the captain-general, and among the 
reft, thofe that had commands neareft h*s Banaa, putting into their places fuch as he 
moft confided in, .etreuching by degrees his exorbitant power: and thus the general 
was humbled, his mailer fatisfied, and the people quieted. 

Having given an account of this rebellion of a nephew againft his uncle, I will conclude 
this firft part with that of a fon againft his father a Portuguefe, and the dreadful punilh- 
ment God inllifted upon him for his difrefpeft to his parents : a paffage no lefs dread- 
ful than memorable, and which may ferve for a warning to unruly perfons to be more 
refpeftful to thofe, nature and the law of God have placed over them. Some few days 
before the arrival of the Fathers-miffioners, F. Andrew da Pavia and F. A-ugelo Fran- 
cifcoof Milan, at the milfion ofSogno, as fliall appear hereafter, a run-away foldier em- 
barked at Loanda for this place aboard a Dutch ll]ip, in order to pafs into the kingdom 
of Loango, and thence into F.urope. He, though he arrived at Sogno, fuccoeded not 
in his defigns, as he projefted ; for being often rtjecled by the Dutch, he was left for- 
iaken upon that point of the river called El Padron, the landing-place of tlie aforefaid earl- 
dom. This place being on one fide hetnmeci in by the river, and on the other by the 
•waves of the vaft ocean, and the land being covered with a thick wood of Mango trees, 
he durft not llir one ftep in that intricate labyrinth. He often defired the heathen fifhers 
reforting thither from the kingdom of Angoij, and the Sognefe Chriftian<! to carry him 
into their countries ; but both of them excufed themfelves, alletlgiqg they could not do 
it IfvUhout tffcir mafters leave. He having nothing but his fword, thought to prevail by 
force, which they perceiving, forfook the place, for fear of embroiliifg themfelves with 
the Porfuguefe, and to flmn him that took their fifh away, and abufed them. The 
wretch being in this condition, furrouoded with misfortunes, faw the two aforementiened 
yoL. XVI, M M Father 
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Fathers coudng from‘*Angola, and conceived hopes they would relieve and coaduiS; him 
to their houfe, hunger oppreffing him. Coming out to meet them, and perceiving they 
did ntit fo much as look at him, but Went away without fpeaking a word, he cried out, 
“ Fathers, I fly to your compaflion, and defire to be received by you.” “ We cannot,” 
replied they, “ banilh that charity from our hearts which is due to all men like our- 
felv^ ; but God forbid that at our firfl. appearance among thefe new converted Chr|jj; 
yian Blacks, we Ihould introduce with us the example of a moll enormous wicked action 
committed by a white Chriftian as you are.” Thus they left him forlkken in that place. 
The cafe was thus : — ^'I’his wretch had give a full loofe to all his lewd inclinations, and 
being often reprimanded by his fether, he never took the leaft notice. On the con- 
tryy, to remove all obftacles that hindered his proceeding in his wicked courfes, he 
relolved to deftroy him of whom he had received his being. Accordingly he inhu- 
manly fired a piftol at his father, the bullet whereof hitting him on the forehead 
without any hurt, rebounded back upon the fon, and wounded him forely, who, 
as he was, took fanftuary in a church ; but fearing the punifhment he deferved, endea- 
voured to make his efcape with the Hollanders, as has been faid. The moll remark- 
able thing in this curfed aftion was, that the ablcll furgeons could never heal his 
wound, the flelh ever remaining, raw, as a brand on his forehead for fo barbarous an 
aflion, and an example to all others to dread committing* the like inhumanity. As I 
was going by water to the kingdom of Angoij, I law him walking with a fword in his 
hand inl^ead of a ftaff ; and he called to the feamen, who were his countrymen, but 
durll not come near becaufe the governor of Angolo would have punilhed them feverely, 
had they prefumed to tranfport a run-away foldier. 

To the former I will add one paflage more, well known to all this earldom, where 
the wimefles to it are ftill living ; it was thus : — A certain Chriftian being often admo- 
nilhed by one of our miflioners to leave his wjcked courfe of life, he was lb far from it, 
that running on in his lewd courfes, he fcoffed at hitn. This man being one day to 
pafs a river with two companions, he was vifibly taken up by an invifible hand into the 
air. One of his companions going to take hold of him by the feet, had fuch a cuff 
given him, that he fell down in the boat, and the offender was feen no more, the two 
companions being left to proclaim what had happened all the country about. 

But fmce I have fpoken of a fon that was fo ill a liver, I will conclude with other 
children bom in this black Ethiopia, to the aftonilhment of thofe that beheld and gave 
an account of them. One of thefe came.from his mother’s womb with a beard and all 
his teeth ; perhaps to Ihew he was born into the world grown old in vice. A white and 
a black child were alfo born at, one birth ; and a blaclc woman bought forth a child 
quite white. Thus I conclude this firft part with three wonderful births. 


PART II. 

‘pTHIOPIA*, fo called either from Ethiops the fon of Vulcan, or from the Greek 
word aitio, I burn, according to Pliny’s opinion, who exprefles it thds, Nam Jilts 
nskinitate ejus rcgionh incolts torrentur. Ap. Ditlicm. 7 Lingu. : and which either by 
means of its fcorching failds, the nature of the climate, the oddnefs of the food,*" and va- 
riePfof the daily diet, produces nothing but blachne& among its own native inhalntants, 
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may be tierm 4 Ni the dark and difmal tomb of Europeans, and tlie fatal 

grave of white people. The blacknefs of thefe footy nations, fome will have to be 
caufed by the climate, or neamels to the fun ; but others, with more reafon, derive it 
from their ori^nal, family and defcent : for Sevii being in about 38 degrees of north 
latitude, produces white people. Near the river of Plate, in the fame latitude fouthward, 
men are of a chefnut, and rufty iron colour ; and near tjhe Cape of Good Hope, 
which though more eailward, is in the fame latitude, the natives are quite black as 
pitch. ^ And thettefore with Cardan we may fay, the blacknefs does not proceed from 
the temper of the climate, but from the race. Ut vidcafttfir, Jiirpe potius quam aeris 
natura tala evadere. Card, de Variet. lib. ii. c. iv. Which the poet confirms thu" * 

Sanguine turn credunt in corpora fumma vocato, 

JEthiopum populos nigrum traxiflc colorcm. Otid. Mkt. lib. ii. v. 235* 

* S. Ifidorus, quoted by the moft illuftrious and moft learned Monfigneur Paolo Arefi 
in his Elfays, is of opinion, that the Ethiopian^ are defcended from Chulh the fon of 
Ham, curfed by Noah for his unbecoming cvriofity in looking upon his father’s naked*^ 
nefs. Certiffimum cji vipncm ingrediri non a rcgione^ ut hadenus exijl 'matum ejl ob foUt 
erdora,fed a Jiirpe etjanguine Chus provenire. 

In the fecond year of my million, I fell lick of a violent fever in Ethiopia, infomuch 
that I found my Itrength to fail me fo fall, that I thought it but prudence *to prepare for 
my laft million into another world. The remedy we Europeans make ufe of here upon 
thefe occalions, is, to let almolt all our blodt out of our veins, and to replfenilh them 
with fuch as the food of the country produces, which being more connatural to the cli- 
mate, agrees belt with us. And if it pleafes God to fpare life, it is no lefs painful, or 
requires any Ihorter time to recover ; for days and months pafs away in accufioming 
the body to the unufual food, but it is the work of two or three years, with continual 
care and application, to re-eltablilh healfh. If the probability of this be quefiioned, I 
appeal for confirmation of it to Father Cavazzi da Montecuccolo in his,Hiftorical De- 
feriptions before-mentioned, where he fpeaks of it in many places, viz. in his firft book, 
p. 146, in his third, p. 330, &c. 

If the torments this fever occafioned my body were fo grievous, much more mull: 
they needs be to my foul, fince I had only the poor lay-brother Leonard to adminifter 
the facraments to me : who neverthelefs in temporals was as ferviceable as 1 could expeft 
or wilh, but in fpirituals could only fprinkle me now and then with holy water, and call 
fometimes for me on the names of Jefus and Mary. , 

Whilll I was thtis labouring under an uncertainty, whether I Ihould live or die, an 
envoy was introduced to me from the King of Caconga, who writ me word, that both 
he and his whole kingdom were difpofed to receive our holy faith, and therefore defired 
I would make what halte I could to him to have thofe good intentions accomplilhed. 
At that time 1 was ignorant that the count of Sogno had married his filler to this King, 
on condition that he Ihould embrace the* Chriltian communion, but w'hich not long 
after I was acquainted with by the faid count himfelf. This good news 1 mull own was 
no finall relief to my malady, though it did not abfolutely recover me. I therefore 
'^treated His Excellency the count, that he would pleafe to lupply the want of ability 
in me, and give the envoy an anfwer which might deraonftrate my grafl^ude, and great 
obligations* to his mailer for his propofal. 

This Kng fent afterwards to our count to offer him the illand of Zariacacongo, which 
-being *nearell to his dominions might be better governed by him, and continued in»> 
the Ghrillian religion when once planted there. With the meffenger that brought 
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this I dir^iatched another to the King, to let him kaoW that ibrvthf f 

was exwemely ill ; and befides that there was no other milfioner throughout the couitt% 
dorai^ns befides myfelf, but* that if God in hisdnfinite mercy fhould pleafe to fpare 
my -life, I would take fuch care that he fliould be ferved in' his requeft, either by 
me or Ibme other. I defircd HiS Majefty moreover to order the governor of the 
ifland, that whenever any of my interpreters, Ihould come there, to fet up a crofs as aM 
original fign of Chriftianity, he would permit them to do it without moleftation. T 
likewife begged of His Majefty to aftign fome plac^ in his dominions for a church 
to be built. All I had fo defired, was punftnally granted not long after by this 
good King, who teftified a more than ordinary inclination to fee me ; but which my 
weaknefs, occalioned through the great lofs of blood *1* had undergone, hindered 
md^from obeying him in. One of our Fathers being come to me, let forward im- 
mediately to forward fo good a work, as the converfion of a whole kingdom ; whp 
coming to Bomancoij, a city on the other fide of the river Zaire, and metropolis of 
the kingdom of Angoij, heard that th? King was dead, and a new one elefted. This 
^caufed him immediately to return homewards, employing himfelf by the way in other 
*miffions among the iflands belonging to Sogno : he thought it not amifs to touch at the 
ifland of Zariacacongo, to pry into the difpofitions of that people ; and finding a crofs 
ereded amongft them, he took thence an occafion to alk them, “ If they defired to be 
Chriftians ?” * The governors anfwered, “ That they could not receive any neAV law 
without leave from the prefent King ; which if he would grant, they were moft ready 
to embrace' it.” There were not wanting'fome among them that faid fcoffingly, “ When 
we are fiek forfooth, the wood of this crofs will recover us !” This they fpoke, I fup- 
pofe, by the inftigation of the wizards, who knew well enough that the Chriftian 
religion fhould be no fooner eftabliflicd there, but they would be pcrfecuted ; and 
therefore, no doubt, thought it advifeable to pppofe it. The Father having done all 
he could to pleafe them, and finding his endeavours ineft'edual, left them till a more 
favourable opportunity offered itfelf. The count finding thefe iflanders to oppofe the 
commands of their late King, refolved to compel them by force to perform them, and 
confequently fet out agiiitift them with an army for that purpofe ; and we feeing it in- 
volved in troubles, tl'.ought fit to put oft' our going thither till another time. 

This ifland is none of the fmalleft, and fituate in the midft of the river Zaire. It 
abounds with all forts of prqvifions, and great numbers of inhabitants. It is plain, 
raif^ eight fathom above the water, and is divided from the kingdom of Congo by a 
river', oye® which there is a bridge. • 

About the end of the fifth year of niy niiffion, arrfved at ou* convent the two 
Milanefe Fathers formerly mentioned, viz. Father Andrew da Pavia (who was appointed 
fuperior in .my ftead) and Father Angelo Francifeo da Milano ; together with a lay- 
brother, one Giulio d’Orta. They brought along with them feveral refrefhments from 
Europe, whereby having greatly comforted me, 1 began to recover my ftrength, info- 
much that 1 refolved fpcedily to fet forth in my million, but knew not well whither to 
go. If I went to Chiovachianza, I was afraid 1 fliould not fuccecd there, by reafon, 
as Father Leonard told me, they had not feen the face of a prieft for many years ; and 
moreover, fince they had had any among them, they had been fubdued, as I told 
you before, by' Simatamba. And if I went to the new King of Cacongo, I diftrufted 
my fecurity there, becaufe he had never invited me. At length it was the advice of 
ally rather to repair and fupport what had been already built, than to think of laying 
a ' Hew foundation in another place, and the rather, becaufe there wras no extraorclmary 
t^erHandihg between the count of Sogno and the new King of CacongOy although ' 
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the ffAiiwt hk vott its one of his etedors. I was neverthelefe not yet i«* 

folved to go for Chiovachianza, having heard what happened there to one of our orders 
who coming thither from Sogno, and being for that reafon ill-looked upon, did little 
or no good ; and behdes, happening to tafc a fmall quantity of Talk, wherewith that 
country greatly abounds, he was taken and clapped up into prifon, befides other ill- 
ufage offered him ; and was at length releafed, more out of covetoufnefs than either 
CTarity or Juftice. Notwithftanding this conflderation, 1 was at laft prevailed upon to 
go : for this purpofe I refoJved td carry with me interpreters of the beft quality I could 
get ; and therefore procured, though with fome difficulty, ^he Count don Stephano’s 
fon, a perfon extremely beloved’ throughout thefe dominions, together with the f^.rf 
tary and his brother, both nephews to the prefont count, and who have been mentioned 
by me before. Having got all things in reaclinefs for fo long and dangerous a journly, 
taking up four or five days at leaf!, the interpreters thought themfelves obliged, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the country, to go and a(k their lord and mailer’s benedic-* 
tion : which he gave them with a pleafing countenance ; but neverthelefs could not 
help faying, “ What, will you leave your yrince to hunt after Bonghi (the money 
*of that country) r” to which they readily anfwered, that they were going in the fervice 
of God, and not in I'earch after Bonghi. This did not pafs fo fecretly but it came to 
my ears, and which I oblerved to have had that effedi upon the before-mentioned 
perfons, that I refolved to alter my rcfolutions, and inllead of Chiovachlanza, to em- 
bark for Angoij, and thence to go to Cacongo. 

If it was not my good fortune to go to Chiovachianza myfelf, give me leave to tell 
you who did. We hail a certain native of Congo, whom we had bred up in our con- 
vent from a youth. This perfon being very virtuous, and of a more than ordinary 
capacity, our friars caufed him to be made a priefl for the benefit of Chriftianity, to 
the end that being naturally more projier to bear fatigue and labour than they, he 
might be fent out on a miffion where they could not go. Him we forthwith difpatched 
to the above-mentioned country, where in a few days he baptized above .five thoufand 
children. Having remained there for fome time, and worked like a faithful labourer 
in his Lord’s vineyard, at the requeft of our Fathers, he obtained a canonfhip’ in the 
bifhopric of Loanda in the kingdom of .Angola, where he now refides, with a great 
deal of honour due to his behaviour and charafter. 

I went to wait on the count to take leave of him, teljing him, that 1 had in fome 
meafure been hindered from making my miffion by land, and therefore I was re- 
folved to perform it fpeedily by fca. His anfwer was little to the purpofe, which 
neverthelefs favoiffed more of craft than any thing clfe. He told me, that fince 
my departure was fo fudden, he could only furnifh me with a brace of goats, and 
fome pulfe. 

I embarked, and the firft port I touched at was Capinda in the kingdom of Angoij, 
where the Portuguefe tfade all the year, as do the Dutch. I was no fooner landed, 
but I fet about my fpiritual employment ; ’yet whatever pains I took, and however I 
inculcated the truth, I could gain over but one Angle perfon, wliom I baptifed. I con- 
feffed feveral Chriflians that came thither about bufinefs, together with fome Flemifh 
Catholics that lived there. I continued afhore all the day to fay mals ; at which 
allificd not only the Roman Catholics, but the Pagans, efpecially the tinmen of thefe 
laft, who 'ft'cre fo well pleafed with the pidure of the Virgin Mary, that they clapped 
their hands after their manner of devotion, and cried out in their language, “ Eguandi 
^ambiabungd magotti, bench!, bench! !” that is, “ 'i'his is mother of God, O how 
beautiful Ihe is 1” ViThich faid, they aii fell on their knees and worihipped her. This 
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of teadernifefs fo wrought upon me, that it qniekly^ hioug^toatrsof joy into my 
eyes, to fee fo much devotion and acknowledgment in fo ignorant a people. 

An^j is a kingdom rather in name thah' in dominions, being but a very finall ter- 
ritoiy'. Here formerly a certain Mani happening to marry a Mulatta, daughter to a 
vetf rich Portuguefe, his father-in-law would needs make him King of Angoij ; and 
for that purpofe caufed him to rebel againft the King of Cacongo his lawful fover^[n. 
The manner in Ihort was thus : — The King of Congo having fent a governor, or 
viceroy, to govern the kingdom of Loango ; that jierfon being rather ambitious to 
reign abfolutely, than rule under another, got himfelf to be proclaimed King of all 
that country ; and moreover, took in fo much more land belonging to his mailer, that 
his dominions are at prefent extremely large, and wholly independent of Congo. 
Cacongo lying in the middle between Congo and Loango, that Mani declared himfelf 
neuter, and fet himfelf up for King of Angoij, rebelling againft his lawful fovereign 
the King of Cacongo. 

The kingdom of Loango lies in fiv^e degrees and a half of fouth latitude. The 
Chriftian religion was firlt planted there in the year 1663, by the labour and diligence 
of one Father Ungaro a friar of our order. This pious Father had run through divers 
countries and kingdoms, when at laft coming to Sogno, and lodging in our convent, 
a Portugu^e traveller happening to come that way, was veVy rourteoully received and 
relieved by him, infomuch that in a little w’hile they had contrafted a great friendlhip 
together. After fome time the Portuguefe went his w’ay, and coming to Loango, re- 
lated to that King the great integrity and honefty he had found in this Capuchin mif- 
fioner. The King giving credit to what he told him, was ealily induced to fend two of 
his younger fons to Sogno, to be inftrufted by this perfon in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion ; which, after they had well been, and baptized, they were fent back 
to the King their father. 

Thefe princes confirming the charader the ]l^ortuguefe had given of Bernardino Un- 
garo, the King had a great defire to fee fo good a man, and keep him always with 
hini ; and therefore wrote forthwith to the governor of Angola to fend him to him. 
This governor having obtained leave of the then fuperior. Father John Maria da Pavia, 
difpatched him accordingly to Loango, without any manner of delay : where arriving 
foon after, and having inftrufled the King and ^ueen for fome few days, he proceeded 
to baptize them both, and then to marry them after the manner of our church. His 
next bufinefs was to baptize fte King’s eldeft fon, and after him fucceflively the whole 
court, which confifted of above three hundred perfons. In* a word, within the fpace 
of a year that he lived there, he had baptized upward^ of twclvS^thoufand people. 
At laft this zealous miffioner finding himfelf opprefled with a grievous indifpofidon, 
and believing that he fhould not live long, fent for our lay-brother Leonard ; who 
coming not long after to hitn, the pious father died the fame morning he arrived, well 
provided, as we may imagine, of merits for ^another world. The good King hearing 
this, and being defirous to keep up what he had fo happily begun, fent brother Leo- 
nard to the aforefaid fuperior to acquaint him with Ungaro’s death, and to defire of 
him to fend him fpeedily another miffioner ; but however, thefe his good intentions 
/were afterwards difappointed by a rebellion raifed againft him by a kinfman, who being 
you beifis of hili crown, and having been affifted by fome apoftate Catholics, deprived 
my fecurii King of his life. This King’s extraordinary zeal for propagating of the 
all, rather tdigion, appears, in that he has been often heard to fey, “ that he would , 
s new foundaift blood in the defence of it.” 
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Thet^jTimt^ ^r^r lum^ lived not long after to aijoy his ill* 

gORten throne, iBut was fnatched away from it by a hidden death. This wicked per- 
fon being dead, another Chriftian King arofcj who, though he did all he could, by the 
help of one Capuchin, to promote what had been begun by Father Ungaro, yet was * 
he not able to bring his intentions about, and that for want of more miffioners ; where^ 
fore this kingdom remains at prefent, as formerly, buried in idolatry. In my time 
were feveral attempts made to recover our intereft there, though to no purpofe ; yet 
there is now a greater probability of fucceeding in it than ever, the prefent King having 
prohibited the heretics to traffic within his dominions, by renlbn that they had fold his 
iubjecls fire- arms, which he imagined might in time prove prejudicial to him. 

I never heard there was ‘any Chriftian prince that reigned in the kingdom An- 
goij, that country having been always inhabited by a fort of people extremely given 
to forcery and magic, and who have likewife ever been profelTed enemies to the people 
of Sogno and Cacongo. Before I left thofe countries, thofe miffioners I had left be- 
hind me in Sogno, writ me word that the count had declared war againft Angoij ; 
and having conquered that King, had takee all his guns, arms, and ammunition from 
him, vowing withal never to full'er any perfon to enjoy any office or dignity in that 
kingdom, unlefs he were a Chriftian. This put me in mind of the faying of the 
Chriftian poet Claudian, ’ * 

• 

Afperius nihil ell hnmlH cum furgit in altum. Eutkop. lib. i. v. i8i. 

And I believe the chiefeft motive of the King of Cacongo ’s feeking the count’s 'friendfhip, 
was to have the people of Angoij kept under, he being a kind of check upon them. 

Whilft I continued at Capinda, I obferved a fort of fifliing which I never faw elfe- 
wherc. The fifhermen threw into the fea a large net with weights, which having long 
canes fixed to it at equal diftances from each other, by their bobbing down fhew when 
there is any fifh taken ; this net has large meffies only to detain the great fifh. It is 
made of thread of a certain root, which being beaten, becomes like unto our hemp*. 

1 faw all along thefe fhores oyfter-ffiells lie in great numbers ; and being defiroui to 
find thofe with oyfters in them, although the Negroes would not direft us, we foon 
loaded our boat. We found them lying one upon another in great heaps, and 
refembling a rock : it requires no great ftrength to loofe them, but only a little 
ffiaking. 

I had here an opportunity to fee the civet-cats, called ^y the natives Nzime, and by 
the Portuguefe, Gatte d'An^elia. This country abounds with them, and they are 
fold in great numbers to the Whites. They are white and black, and of about the 
bignefs and make of a large cat. The civet is taken from the male, when ftut up m 
a cage, by catching him by the tail that he may not turn ; and then flamming the 
fweat off" from his limbs with a kind of fpoon. There are other forts of wild cats, 
which are called by the natives Nzfusi. 

The moft civilized habit here is a piece of cotton thrown over their Ihoulders, and 
another girt about their loins j which they purchafe in exchange for flaves and ivory : 
others content themfelves with a Ihort apron, only to (hew they are Gentiles. They 
wear a little horn about their necks, hanging like a jewel ; and which they anoint every 
full moon with an oil that their wizards give them, and afterwards B’nd them about 
with divers fpells. They wear their hair according to their quality : the Queen tht^t I 

* What our author telU for a wonder, it now very common, for all draw-nett have corka fixed at an 
diftance to do the fame office. 
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faw^ had hei^ fliaved clofe on the crown, and little tufts l^ft .d|v rpmid ; pQ; the fides. 
Others have it left in a circle like that of a monk, and othfers have theirs plaited down 
in poipts towards their foreheads and their, necks, infomuch that if there were the leaft 
ftrMgiing hairs, they would be cut away, and the reft fliaved clofe to the head. 

* 'file houfes for the moft part are of reeds, whereof fome are biiilt round, and others 
fquare ; they are generally fuch miferable huts that they are rather fit to receive infpflis, 
wherewith this country abounds, than to afford a tolerable habitation for men. The 
houfe of the Mafucca, receiver of the Whites, though it was built with the fame ma- 
terials, yet was it neverthclefs very large and well-contrived, having feveral arched 
rooms, within each of which were two fmall brafs-cannons, which, together with two 
great ones at the gate, made in all eighteen. Thefe cannOns they had got in exchange 
for Negroes, ivory, and the like, from the Whites. The King's palace feemed to me 
not unlike the foregoing. What moved my wonder moft was, the governor of Boman- 
goij’s houfe, which at a diftance feemed to be a well-fortified citadel encoinpafled with 
walls, and unlike the workmanlhip of the Blacks ; but as you come nearer you find 
its walls to be only compofed of large ‘ftakes (palifadoes) ftuck into the ground, five 
thick, and then raddled up to the top with others of the fame bignefs j within there 
were two large ways, which fubdivided into feveral leffer paths. The rooms are all 
hung 'within with a delicate fort of mats, made of oziers of divers colours. It feemed 
to me a ridiculous thing neverthelefs, that their houfes fhould be but of ftraw, ftakes, 
and oziers, and yet defended with brafs guns. 

The people here; for want of laws to prevent it, take as many wives as they pleafe ; 
and Ihe commands. the reft who beft pleafes her hufband, but he has always a power 
to put her away as well as the reft. The ladies of the blood-royal have a liberty to 
chufe for themfelves what man ^they pleafe, whether noble or a plebeian ; but woe be 
to that than that happens to difappoint them in their expedations, for they have like- 
wife abfolute power of life or death. Whilft ' I was in this city, one of thefe ladies 
fent a young woman to be fold to the Portuguefe, ftridly commanding her guardian 
to Jet her go at any price, but not to difpofe of her to any but Whites. Her crime it 
feems was a bare fufpicion of beifig too familiar with the faid lady’s hulband. Thofe 
women that receive ftrangers into their houfes are obliged by a barbarous cuftom to 
admit them to their embraces for a night or two, depriving their hufbands of that right 
in the xnean time. Where we Capuchin miffioners come, our interpreters immediately 
give nolice, that no woman may come within our doors. 

Thefe people abound fo in fuperftition, that it would fcarne be believed by any but 
thofe who faw it ; and to go about to prevent it would be to little purpofe, fince the 
chief among them are fuch as encourage it. I declined feeing the King although I 
had made him prefents, and he had returned the favour, by reafon I had been told 
that he wore enchanted bracelets on his arms, and had divers other magic charms 
about his body, refolying at my return both to vifit and make him fenfible, if poflible, 
of the curfed ftate he was in without repeiftance. Whilft I was here-I heard feveral 
proclamations made publicly by the wizards, that all thieves and robbers fhould Jpeedily 
make reftitution, or they would have recourfe to their arts to difeover them. I faw 
likewife at a diftance an oath adminiftered, which, that' it might be done with the 
greater efficacy,* it was propofed to be taken in the prefence of their idol ; this hobgob? 
bling refembled in fome meafure a mountebank’s merry-andrew, having*- a divejs* 
coloured veil on, and a red cap on its head, and ftanding on a little table. As 
as Ae company that flood round in a ring faw me, they immediately difperfed ail'd hid 
(hdr idol. This they (Ud not out of any fear of ^us, by reafon Aat bemg pagans we 
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had no JttrVdti&bii over than* but becaufe (faid they) die prdTence of a priefl dqmves 
that! of the ponwef of a&iog. Before the gates, of their houfes aliaofi: all have one of 
thrfe idols, whereof I have feenfome five or fix foot high, others are fmaller, but both 
are generally clouterly carved ; Ihejr place them likewife in the fields where they are 
never worlhipped but on account of finding out fome theft, for which the thief when 
difeovered muft die. They that keep idols in their houfes, every firft day of the nSoon 
are obliged to anoint them with a fort of red wood powdered, as was faid above. At 
the appearance of every new m<pn, thefe people fall on their knees, or elfe cry out. 
Handing and clapping their hands, “ So may I renew my life^as thou art renewed.” If 
it happen that the air is cloudy at that time, then they do nothing, alledging that that 
planet has loft his virtue. I’his fort of devotion is obferved moftly by women. At i. 
was travelling over hills and valleys to tranfport myfelf to Congo, I chanced’to light 
upon a place where they were invoking of evil fpirits ; the place was a poor, wretched, 
defpicable hut built on a fmall rifing ground ; on one fide hung two coarfe nafty aproiut 
which ftunk fo that they were enough to ftrike any one down that came near them. 
In the middle of this hut was a wall raifed abo«t two foot with mud and dirt, behind 
which ftood the wizard to pronounce his fallacious oracles on account of the prince of 
darknefs. He had on his head a tuft of feathers varioufly woven, and in his hand 
two long knives without {heaths. Having a mind to enter this temple of the devil’s, 
I perceived a very large fire before me, but neverthelefs found fo insupportable a 
ftench that all my fenfes were in a manner taken from me. I refolved notwithftanding 
to proceed, arming myfelf frequently with the fign of the crofs, and recommending 
my proteftion to the Almighty. Whilft I was endeavouring to go forward, for you 
muff imagine the ftink was no fmall obftacle, I heard a great number of the poor 
deluded pagans come murmuring and muttering behind me, exclaiming againft my 
rude attempt to enter their helliih tabernacle. This prevented rny going any further, 
fearing I might otherwife provoke their blind rage to do me a mifehief. But to return 
to my fubje^. 

When I had continued fome time at Capinda, the Mafucca told me be had orders 
from the King of Congo, that whenever any Capuchin friars appeared in thofe paits, 
he {hould fend them to him. I anfwered, that coming from Sogno I knew not if I 
Ihould be well received or not. The Mafucca replied, “ 1 will write to know His 
Majefty’s pleafure, and I advife Your Reverence to write likewife.” I afked him how 
mjny days journey the King was off from thence ; he anfwered me, “ three by water, 
and four by land.” “ If it be fo,” added I, “ I will write.” Then I confidcred with 
myfelf, that if I^did go 1 might lofe opportunity of the return of my boat from 
lioango to tranfport me further, according to my intentions, and therefore I refolved 
not to go. To this purpofe I writ to His Majefty, humbly fuppofing, that he was 
indifferent whether I came to him or not ; and therefore having fet out from Sogno 
with no other defign but to go to the kingdom of Cacongo, I was preparing fpe^ly 
to go thither. Coming to an anchor not long after in a port of that kingdom, I dit- 
patched a letter to the King, acquainting him tha| I was the perfon that had received 
fo many favours from hks predeceffor, having been fent for by him to Sogno to preach 
the gofpel, and that then being greatly indifpofed I could not polfibly wait upon him 
according to his commands. This letter was contrived by me to be parfamed him by 
two perlbng, the one a White, namely, one Ferdinand© Gomez, a Bortugoefe, whom 
I did not care to trull wholly, by reafon I knew him to be covetous^ and therefore feht 
another with him who was a Black, smd a relation to the faid To him 1 con- 

figned a prefent to His Majefty, which was a cryftal crown, and another of blue giafa 
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for the Queelt.^ 'Rus prefcnt wa? fo well epcdlved'JTy. the King, that aa a token lof.hie 
Ih^ pleafed, betook it and put it on his head, which^notiA litt^. .furprized the 
fland^by, they having a law amongfi; them that prohibits their Kjng wearing 
thing that comes from the Whites, wmfch law they call Chegilla ; His Majeily never- 
thelefs difpenfed with this law, telling the people that this crown had been lent him by 
his ibapuchin Father, and that therefore he highly prized it, and commanded his 
Queen to do the like by hers ; he then ordered ray meffengers to be treated with all the 
pvility ima^nable, and after eight days Hay difrailTed ^hem with a letter to me, wherein 
he thanked me heartily for my kind intentions towards him, and proffered me, that 
if I would come and fee him I fhould be very honourably received, advifmg me to 
bring fome rich Portuguefe merchant along with me to tny conductor, with fome 
confiderabl'e merchandizes to pleafe the people. This anfwer of his was to the pur- 
pofe, and had three ferviceable confequcnces, fifft to himfclf, fecondly to me, and 
thirdl|^ to the Portuguefe. 

As to the firft, it was commonly reported among the miffioners, and remained frefli 
in the memories of thg Negroes, that fome years fince a certain King of this kingdom 
having been baptized by a religious perfon, and afterwards caufing a proclamation to 
be made, that within fuch a time all w'izards fliould depart his dominions, or fuifer 
death (for their negleft ; thefe wicked wretches incited his fi^bjefts to a rebellion againft 
him, which qjt length ^creafed to that degree, that they ran like madmen to the pa- 
lace with weapons in their hands to aflault their prince. The prudent King having 
timely notice of their motions, retired in great hafte to a fon’s of his, who was at that 
time governor of an adjoining territory, thinking he could be no where fo fafe as under 
his prote^on, who was indebted to him for his being. The fon feeing his father hotly 
purfued by his mutinous fubjeds, 1 know not whether through fear of death, or out 
of policy, foon difcovered, and delivered him up to their mercy. What could the 
affided father do upon this occafioii, but ha\ie recourfe to the holy crucifix which he 
always wore about him, and which had been given him at the font by the prieft that 
baptized him,* killing it over and over, and crying out, ‘‘ If 1 mull: die through the 
treachery of a fon, ought I not to do the fame on account of my Saviour, who was 
betrayed and died for me ? yes, if 1 had a thoufand lives I would lay them down all 
for his fake.” This faid, hugging the crucifix clofe in his arms and killing it, he 
yielded down his head to the fatal fteel, which at one flroke deprived him both of 
head and life. His perfidious fon did not remain long unpuiiifh^d, for foon after, 
being firft deprived of his government, he died miferably. The fame happened to that 
wicked kinfman, and infamous confpirer againft the King of'LoangOjjvho in like man- 
ner by a commendable death refigned his breath on account of his endeavours (o pro- 
pagate the Chriftian faith within his dominions. ' « 

The caufe of my going to Cacongo, was principally the fpiritual comfort of thofe 
poor fouls, and the performance of my duty, but 1 had likewife a defire to fee the body 
of the former of the two before-mentioned JCings, which w'as not much reverenced by 
the faid people, but highly refpeffe^ by me, and which was not difficult for me to find 
it, having been the cuftom there, as with us, to bury their Kin^s by themfelves* 
That ftrange accident having left fo indelible an impreffion on the mind of the prefen^ 
King, he had good reafon to defire a trade with the Portuguefe in expeflation of their 
affiftance both fpiritual and temporal, which he alfo expefled from his good friend and 
ally the count of Sogno. ‘ ^ , 

confirm as much as in me lav the good intentions of this King, I had f^Maified 
to fawn among other things, that to lay the fiirer foundation of the Chriftian reli^m in 
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hit cduAtm ! im^ defne' the iM«w of hhn^ that' dither ill, or at leaft the chief of 
the magicans'<>i|td'"'i'it!A^ ^ this kingdom would meet me to defend their opinions,' 
andoppofe mine; and if they declined cominj^on account of ignorance, I (Hired I 
might exerdfe my facerdotal power on thdr efefirms, and difprove and annul all thdr 
devices, and thereby Ihew that the performances of Chrift’s miniflers are always above 
thofe of the devil’s. 

The fecond confequence to me and all true Catholics was, that by the introducing 
of Chriftianity into that kingdom* the heretics that traded there would be difeoun* 
tenanced and conhited, and not fufi^tred for the future to giake the port of Capinda 
their way to the kingdom 6f Loang**. 

The third good confequence was to the Portuguefe, to whom wc have been Ip mteh 
obliged not only in trade, but likewife in matters of religion. 

Ferdinand Gomez preffed me extremely to give the King of Cacongo an anfwer, 
and therein to lignify to him that if His Majefty pleafed he would wait upon him^lias a 
merchant, and haci prepared great variety of merchandize for that purpofe. My 
anfwer was, that if the King fpent fome days in’eonfidering on his anfwer, I had rea- 
fon to ftudy mine many more. His defign, it feems, was to vend his commodities 
aboard, and then fail away without leaving any thing alhore. This the Negroes never- 
thelefs difeovered, and thereupon told him, that if he had a mind to trade for Haves 
in their country, he mud drd land all his merchandize. Thi^ honed man hoped to 
have, had his rogueries authorized by me, though he knew it to be my bufmefs to 
preach nothing but truth and fincerity. I thought it proper to go and fpeak*with the 
King, who redded about eight miles off, to the end he might not think either himfelf 
or his fubjetds impofed upon by me or my acquaintance. Gomez would needs accom* 
pany me ; we found the journey extremely troublefome, efpecially I who had been 
dck. From the fea we had a very deep afeent to make, which obliged me to come out 
of my net, and to walk afoot, but at length through extreme weaknefs I fainted ; 
whereupon I was lifted again into the net, and with much ado dragged up the hill. 
This fainting was occadoned by my indifpoddon, which never left me, and 6y the llender 
providons we had in thefhip, which confided of nothing but horfe-beans, Indian>wheat, 
and flower made of the root of an herb ; and yet this man told me before our Fathers 
of Sogno, that his bark was well-provided, efpecially with fweet-meats, though indeed 
I found nothing but big words, and had like to have paid for it with my life. 

When we came to the Mafucca’s houfe, who was the King’s relation, and lived 
about a mile from court, I plied him adde, and told him what Gomez had dedgned ; 
he feeraed very aqgry, but'was neverthelefs foon appeafed by my intermediation. 1 
afterwards alked him ferioufly, if I ihould go to the Banza where the King redded, 
wHfether he thought His Majefty would be baptized or not. To which he, though a 
pagan, civilly anfwered, that he was certain he would, according to his promife, 
provided that trade were fettled Nvithin his dominions with the Whites purfuant to 
their contraft ; but if that were negle£led,»the performance of his promife would be ' 
accordingly procraftinated. “ Away then,” replied.! ; “ go tell your mafter, that by • 
the help of God I would tranfport myfelf to Loanda in the kingdom of Angola, on 
purpofe to fettle that matter with the Portuguefe governor ; and afterwards, if not pffe- 
vented, I will return hither myfelf, but if I cannot, my Father fuperior fkall come and 
ba|nize youj King.” Then turning to Ferdinand Gomez, who flood by me all the 
while, I fpoke to him thus in the prefence of the Mafucca, “ You fee I have ended my 
bufinefs, go you and make an aid of yours, and do not endeavour to put tricks upon 
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diefe po<»r peO{iie.’* Hereapra he contente^fl bimfelf inith fix flives m i«xci\a^go Att hm 
goods, and lo prepared for his departure* /' 

1 nererthelefs remained in the Mafucca’s houfe, and towards night an ambaflador, 
•with five others, came to me from the Kin^ of Congo. Before tbar coming I had' 
two meffengers from the Mafucca of Angoif, to fignny their matter’s concern for my 
' departure from Capinda without his knowledge. I acquainted them that the reafon of 
my fo doing was, becaufe I had no houfe near the fea to refide in, his being aboYei.a 
day’s journey off. I afterwards opened the ‘King 0^ Congo’s letter^ wherein he en- 
treated me for God’s fakf to come and comfortdnm, many years having paffed fince 
he had any Capuchin within his dominions; and ^ his mother Donna Potendana was 
delirous. to fee me, having feveral thii^ to communicate to me for the benefit of 
Chriftianity. Together with the embafly the King fent a prefent of two ilaves, one 
fiw me, and the other for the Mafucca, |or fervices done him. Mine I refufed, and 
yet j/m^ver faw him ; but afterwards confidering that if I did not accept of him, the 
MaiCKca would have both to fell to the heretics, I gave him to Ferdinand Gomez, for 
having given me a flalk of wine for the facrament, and fome other fmall things. Then 
I took leave of the Mafucca of Cacongo, thanking him for his civilities, and bidding 
him to acquaint the King his matter tiiat I was gone to Loanda to accomplifh what 
His Majetty had commanded. I defired the captain of the fhip or fmack, that if he 
did not meet, with me^t Capinda, he ihould do his beft to come to the port of Sogni, 
which he did faithfully, being a Venetian, and my countryman, notwithftanding both 
the wind* and tide were againft him. For the civilities I had received from the Ma- 
fucca, I prefented him with feveral fmall things, in all to the value of about a flave ; 
this I did that he might be the more willing to fumifh me with provifions for my voy- 
age. I punctually obferved his orders in fatisfying the people that were to carry me 
over the river, which obliged him fo much, that he procured me feveral companions 
befides the Congolans, which made us in all thirteen. 

On the 7th of March 1688, without any farther delay, we fet forth towards Congo, 
and having gone about two days’ journey by land, arrived at the*Banza of Bomangoij, 
where, by a correlpondent of the Mafucca, a well-bred man, I was very courteoufly 
received and welcomed, as I was by the governor, who received me with fincerity, 
and procured a boat to carry me farther up the river. This voyage •was extremely 
irkfome to me through the exceflive heat, the fun being then, in Leo, which is the 
time of the rains ; and I believe I could never have endured it, had I not been parti- 
cularly affitted by Almighty God. A-nights I was obliged to lie afhore on the wet 
ground, continually tormented with a multitude of gnais called Mpjgos, which rather 
deferved the name of horfe-leeches, for they would never quit their holds till they 
dropped off and burft, and fo rather chofe to lofe their lives than baulk their appetSte. 
Or elfe I lay expofed to the air in the canoe, which was a much greater plague. 
All this was nothing to what follows. The Mafudfca’s fervant havmg received his 
money beforehand, would not allow me enough lo fubfift for four days, having agreed 
with the reft of the Blacks, who took their turns, to go by land and divert themfelves, 
meeting the boat at the turn of the river, till we came to Boma. As for my interpreter, 
they gave him now and then a little, but I was fain to owe all my fupport to a little 
wine I had by> me. The Conghefes fent to me by the King, bid me to have patience, 
for it would not be long before I was in their matter’s dominions, and |hea I might 
have an opportunity to revenge myfelf on thofevneked infidels. 

The ifland of Boma is well fituated, pretty large, extremely populous, ahd jiaaaoaa 
widt all manner of futtenance proper for the climate. It is tributary to the King of 
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Coiifo»> aGd baiS femvtl AmU «8|tBds about it bdbogwg to ibe count of Sogno. The 
inhabitants d^siot da aKumcUion like fome pagans, thdr neighbours, whofe VKfaards 
drcumcife them on the eighth day, not out or any regard to the Molaical law, Sutibr 
fbme wicked ends and purpofes of their own. When Our miilioners came'eo exerdfe 
their fundion in the ifiands of Sogno, thefe people carry their children to. them to bap- 
tize. In this they do well, but as to other matters they obferve little or no religion, 
and that I believe chiedy for want of priells to inllrud them. As foon as they per- 
ceived my arrival, the mothers^ ran like mad women with their children in their arms 
to get them baptized. This the Mani would not neverthelefs permit me to perform, 
till he had known his lord and mailer’s pleafure therein. * As we rowed up the canal, 
the Iqrd of the illand fent to fpeak with me, being ready to receive me not far qdfl, ’>uc 
firft let me know that I mull not pretend to touch him, for that he was a true gentile ; 
his arms were ail covered with great numbers of enchanted iron and brafs hoops, and 
he fuperftitioully avoided my touching hinif for fear they Ihould lofe their virttui^Wh^ 
I came to him, I found him fitting in a fort of leathern chair under an umbreij|||Bie had 
a fort of linen apron about his middle, and, the refl; of his body was wrapped about 
in a kind of fcarlet cloak, which having l.'ll Doth its colour and nap plainly Ihewed its 
antiquity. 1 alfo fat myfelf dqwn in a little leathern chair, which I carried always 
about with me to hear cqnfefiions. After a little difeourfe I prefented him with fome> 
thing after the cuftom of his country j for if fomething of this kind be not done to the 
prince, a million w’ill not be very like to fucceed. AftefWards thl^ prince having 
alfigned me a houfe near to his, I began to baptize the children. 

The prince gave me to underftand, that he had a mind I Ihould baptize a flie-llave 
of his, which 1 told him 1 could not do till 1 had catechized her ; and moreover, that 
after baptifm there were feveral things to be done by her, among which one was, that 
Ihe muft be forthwith married according to our law, which we enjoined on all the con- 
verted pagans in other parts. I was qnfwered by one of the ftanders-by, that this wo- 
man was not only a Have, but likewife miftrefs to their lord, and therefore I ought 
not to infill on the fame from her as another. 1 told him her bdng a miftrefs was fo 
much the worfe, and bid him acquaint his lord, that 1 could by no means comply with 
his defires : the prince feemed very much difpleafed at my rcfufal to bapdfe his ilav^ 
but I neverthelefs perfifted in my refolutions. 

1 baptized many at that time, and thereby not only reaped a fpiritual benefit, but 
likewife a temporal one ; for almoft every one brought me fomething or other as a pre- 
fent. Being fcarcely able to Hand on my feet, I turned about to the Mafucca’s fervant, 
and faid to him, “ See Vhat difference there is between your religion and ours; for, 
where yours mlows you to be ungrateful, ours enjoins us to give even to thofe that have 
* ufed us ill : take, therefore, you, all thefe prefents, and leave me only fufficient to 
fupport me to-night.” According as I had bid him, fo he did ; what was left for me 
being only a pot-full of pullet-broth, and a few peafe. Here the cuftom is to have the 
kitchen without doors for fear of firing ^e houfe, which is but of ftraw. My inter- 
preter only remained with me, the reft of my companions being gone, fome one way, 
and fome another. As foon as we had pr^ared my fupper with an addition of two 
eggs, I fell to it heartily : my broth 1 fupped up, and tailed my peafe, but I had not 
fo done half an hour before I felt thofo pains that people are wont to do with the twill- 
ing of (he guts : I thereupon lighted a candle, and threw myfelf u^a the bed, which 
feemed much farther from me by reafon of my torments than it really was. 'What I 
fiil^red is only poflible for them to ejqtrefe that have experienedi the torture. Provi- 
dence, which feldom fads the wretched in eAtremi^, at laft chivied me to a little 
4 baiket 
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balket I had by my bed-fide^. tvhereta I hRd’jws^rved'fbme ^hddo^, I jaoW' b^in 
to thkikl ^f^^pbifoneid : amongft the reft there was an elk's^^f, which I toOk and 
app^y but' it did me no good, finding myfelf rather worfe than before ; for my teeth 
began to be fet, and my fight to be loft j then I had recourfe to a fort of little lemon, 
which I ‘would willingly have put into my mouth at once, but could not by reafon of the 
,too fttait paflage : at laft I found I mull break it, which I did jithe firft drop that came into 
my mouth gave me fome eafe ; but when I had got the reft of the juice into my ftomach, 

I began immediately to grow drowfy, infomuch that I cpiickly fell afleep with the lemon 
in my mouth, and hand upon my cheek. How long I continued in that condition I 
cannot tell. My companions coming, and perceiving me to lie in that pofture, thought 
verily I had been dead, but at length, through the only i^tercellion of the Vijsgin, I 
came to myfelf. Then turning about to the Congolans, I cried, “ God forgive ye,” 
and was going to fay more, but found mV tongue unable to exprefs any thing but 
brokojUlpes. The occafion of my breaking^ forth into that exprdfion, was on account 
of th^||Rbning of fix of my order near Bainba, as they were travelling through Congo, 
being the common road from the kingdom of Angola. I'his way I refolved to avoid, 
for rear the like fate might have happened to me. As for my diftemper, it began to 
work off by vomits, which continued upon me for eight days and nights together j in 
four of jvhich, I had little or no reft, and', befides, brought up whatever I eat. Being 
tolerably recovered, fome ftiort time after I w'as impatient to be gone : for that purpofe, 

I fent to know ff my people were in readinefs, but had for anfwer, that the cheft wherein 
the altar an<J its furniture were kept, was left on the Ihore and the canoe gone. It 
feems the lord of that country had fent the night before to the watermen, that if they 
offered to carry me off they Ihould lofe their heads. I hereupon fent civilly to that 
prince to fuffer me to procure another boat ; his anfwer was, that if 1 wanted a boat, he 
alfo wanted a cloak, my prefent which I formerly made him not having been fufficient. 

I happened to have two pieces of cotton-cloth by jne, which it feems he had been in- 
formed of ; they were woven in divers colours, and came from Guinea, being a prefent 
to me from Father Francifea da Montelione ; one of thefe I immediately fent to this 
prince to obtain his favour, which I heard he would not neverthelefs afford me, unlefs 
I fent the other alfo : this I was unwilling to do, alleging 1 kept it for the fervice of 
God, to which he replied, that the boat was kept for God’s fervice likewife, and, 
therefore, I Ihould not have it. Finding myfelf thus indifpenfably obliged to let him 
have it, I fent it him, and, three days after, he returned me a boat and men. 

Before I continue my voyage on the river, ^ive me leave to acquaint you with fome 
other paffages of this nature which happened m this ifland,,anU were jj^ld me by Fa- 
ther Thomas da Seftola our fuperior, which may ferve to confirm what has been related 
before. A certain miffioner coming to this ifland, the Mani or lord feized upon fome 
of the gbods belonging to his million; the friar, hereupon, acquainted the count of 
•Sogno from whence he came therewith, who immediately fent orders to have the things 
reftored again to the Capuchin, or he would psoclaim war againft the Mani : this had 
fo good an effeft, that the goods were forthwith reftored, and the miffioner highly treated 
and prefented. Neverthelefs, to prevent any mifunderftanding between thefe two princes, 
the before-mentioned black prieft, called Don Francifeo, was fent hither, who being of 
the fame colour and country with thefe iflanders, made a good beginning in his holy 
function. Whilft he was one day celebrating mafs, the Mani, who was mucjli more 
devoted to riches than religion, inftead of aflifting at thofe divine my fteri^, did tiotfiipg v 
but g^^ iipon the pdeft’s Chafuble and filver patten ; of one had a fancy to ma1^ra<^ 
coat,^i^ of the odier a breaft-plate. As foon as mafs was ended, he very toWly 
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triked for them: ,the mudeot priafl; h^eupOR anlweced Hm, that he would very wil- 
lingly tet hW^Te them*, the <J^puchin$ abounding in^thofe things, provided he would 
let him have tnem^ to officiate with during his flay there, but he ftole away that very 
night. Whether it was the Mani himfelf, or,any other, that defigned me haim, I am 
not able to determine ; but I am certain, that if I had known the foregoing ftory, I had 
walked more warily, and given nobody an opportunity to make me undergo fo great a 
danger as I did. 

It may not be here amifs to take notice of two things more relating to the foregoing : 
firft, as to the fraall fort of> lemon which I made ufe of as an antidote, it is to be noted, 
that the poifon of thefe parts, which lies chiefly in certain herbs, is not to be expelled 
any other way than by the juice of this fruit, and this is a fecret known to ve^, fc^’'. 
As to fhe poifon in wood, 01' the like, nought can prevail againfl it, but the bark ol the 
tree called Mignamigna, as has been hinted at before in the defeription of the plants 
and trees of thefe countries. 

Over and above the fix Capuchin miffionaries that were poifoned at the my 

being in Congo, I muft add the like fad fate which had happened to Father Jofeph Maria 
da Seflri, a Genoefe, who, in his way to S'^gno, where I then refided, being accom* 
panied with about thirty-five perfons fent with him by the count, he went afide to a 
Conghefe city called IncufTo : at the time of his departure, he told me that fix had 
been poifoned before him, 'and he fhould be the feventh. Staying at Incuflb about a 
year, he took what care ho could to get into his hands all the implement that had be- 
longed to the deceafed miflioners, and which he was commanded to do by the then fa- 
ther fuperior. Whilft he was doing this, he was eafneftly requefted by ‘the Vicar- 
general Don Michael de Caftro, a Mulatto, to come to him, profelling himfelf defirous 
to fulfil the Eafter-duty of receiving the facrament and confelfing, being then an old man, 
and wanting one to affifl him in adminiftering the facraments. The pious Father went 
Innocently to wait on him according to his requeft, carrying along with him what things 
he had recovered, propofing to fend thSm to the fuperior : about four o'clock he got 
fafe to the vicar-general’s houfe, but, before night, be was taken with fi^nting fits, and 
died not without a reafonable fufpicion of being poifoned. He was no fooner dead, 
but the vicar-general caufed all the people to depart the room where he lay, and then 
proceeding to rip up his bundles, took thence, as we are credibly informed, four filver 
chalices, two confers, with their boats, and two pixs, all of the fame metal, with feveral 
other things, part of which he pretended were given him by the dying miffioner, and 
the reft he promifed he would fend to our fuperior at Loanda, but md not. 

I report this from the people that were with Father Seftri, when he died, and who 
told me moreov^, that he ttook a great qhantity of treacle without any relief. This 
action of the vicar-general hindered his fon from being admitted into facred orders when 
he folicited for it. As foon as the old vicar was dead, the chapter of Loanda thundered 
out one excommunication againft the fon, then deacon, and the new bifhop another, to 
the end that he might thereby be obliged to reftore what his father had fo unjuftly got $ 
all which ferved to little or no purpofe. The old vicar had fix thoufand flaves at his 
command, befides fubjefts, with which he defigned to have forced his fon's promt^on 
to the priefthood, to the end that he might crown him King of Congo, without con- 
fidering whether he could get himfelf to be defied, and at that time he was decrepit. 
But I muft return to give an account of the further progrefs of my joflhiey. 

'Hie fi^ day after I was got over the river, I had a very fteep mo untain to go up ; 
winch being impoflible to do in my net, I was fein to perform it on foot, being fupported 
all thfi way by two men, by reafon of my weaknefs. We came at length to a village, 

. where 
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where I oblerved^okworts pUmted likA ours%i B^rope, brouet^t thither it mav be by 
fotne mifllonereJ Ihere are h( them in the tdngdom of Angda» but dtey proauce no 
feed, and are multiplied by plantmg the fprouts, growing to a great height. This village 
was called IBungd, where 1 bapdfed fifteen children. 

Thp morning of my departure hence, thiefe that had the care of me being gone back 
again, as it is the cuflom in thefe countries to do, being afligned hrelh conductors by 
'the Mani of the place, they would not ftir a foot forwards rill they were paid, though 
it be our privilege to travel always at the charge of the town where we came lafl. In 
anfwer to their demands I told them, that I was going *10 wait on their* King upon this 
account, and therefore if he would have me to come, he muft bear my charges. They 
replied, in great fury, “ We will be paid,*’ clappmg their hands, and ftaraping with 
thdr feet as if they had been mad. This adlon I confefs made me fmlle, whereupon I 
told them, that if they would repeat the fame three times over they Ihould be paid. 
This made them to laugh too, when fhrugging up their fhoulckrs, and performing what 
I requiflSd, they Hooped and took me up. It feems this ridiculous aCrion of theirs was 
to have frighted me into a compliance ^ but however they were difappointed in the 
manner of procuring it, though they fucceeded in what they expeCled. 

In my fecond day’s journey I was carried to the city of Norchie, where I baptifed 
one hundred and twenty-fix perfons. This place is the bell fituated of any I had 
hithertd feen in Ethiopia. Here the King’s fon met me, beJhg come for that purpofe, 
and I ftmd a day and a half to baprife the people. 

Here, as I underflood, had never yet been any pried, and that becaufe this town was 
fomewhat dut of the road, the people having been ufed to carry their children about fix 
days journey off, to a place where the millioners commonly redded. The crowd that 
gathered here about me was very great, and the court of the houfe where I was but 
very little, fo that I determined for my greater eafe, to perform my office in the market. 
This the Mani obferving, told me, that if I pleafed I might go to the church, which 
was not for off. I was glad to hear there was c5ie, dnd therefore immediately went to 
it When I capie near it, I perceived it was a pretty large one, and had a great wooden 
crols Handing before it, which I was glad to fee. Fixing my eyes upon the door of the 
church, I found it was quite different from what others had ; whereupon calling to the 
Mani with a great deal of concern, I defired him to caufe it to be opened. But he, 
inHead of gratifying me in my requeH, immediately fled, together with all the reH of 
the company, which were very numerous. Being thus left to my refentments, I clapped 
my foot againH the door, and broke it open, when I faw what I could never have be- 
lieved, had it been barely related to me : inHead of an altar <there was a great heap of 
fand, wherein was Huck a Hraight horn about five fpans long, and on'tJfie fide another 
of a leffer fize. On one part of the wall hung two coarfe fhirts, fuch as 1 had before 
feen in the kingdom of Angoij. Being aHonifhed at this fight, my hair Hood an end, 
my tongue cleaved to the roof of my mouth, and I began to cry out aloud, enhancing 
the offence as much as poflible, “ Are thefe the effefls of the inHruflions ye have 
learned from our miffioners ? Is this the fruit of fo much toil and anguifh as has been 
undergone in your converfion ?” with feveral more expreflions of the like nature. I 
deferred adminiHering the facrament of baptifm for flame rime, giving for reafon, that it 
was by no means proper to baptife the children of thofe parents that had rejefled the 
worfhip of the trt.e God, for that of an abominable idol, fuch as their execrable Caria- 
bemba was, for fo they called their devil. I afterwards told them that I woidd not ftir 
a foot from their town till they had utterly thrown down and deftroyed that templ^of 
idolatry. * « 

Retiring 
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Retiring (to and td'pray for aiaminatioii of jhito^^t, 

I faid td ihyletfjf** iif I il^ld now clap fire to this buildings stna^ufn it dovm, firl^ 
damage may it not do to the inhabitants, vi^hofe houfes are all.adjpuriiig, and tpoceovdt 
built with reeds ?” I concluded therefore to execute my jpurpofe more mildly at imy 
return, after I had been fecure of the King’s favour; for mould I now' have done il, 1' 
might have incurred the fame damage or danger as others have done. Amongft the 
reft, Father Bernard da Savona, a few days before he came to Sogno, was left with his 
baggage, by his conduftors, in a large foreft, where, for fear of being torn to pieces by 
wild beafts, he was forced to leave his bundles, and wander ajone in great hafte ; till at 
lafl coming near the fea, he was d'dcovcred by filhermen, wHb giving us at the convent 
notice of it, we fent fpeedily out for him, and had him conduded fafe to us. fie^Viu 
travelling, on account of his iniflion, to Emcafl'u in Congo. 

The like misfortune befel Father John Baptifi da Malta, as he travelled through 
Bamba ; who perceiving himfelf forfaken by the perfons that were to attend hin ^ had 
recourfe to the Father ©f miracles, the glorious St. 'Anthony of Padua, for alliance. 
When he had watched in a tree almoll a whole rjght for fear of becoming a prey to the 
wild beafts, he heard himfelf all of a fuddt n called by his name. . The poor Father 
thinking fotne of his companions had called him, begged for the love of God to be 
conduded to forae road. \ little while after two gentlemen coming by that way^with 
fervants, and obferving the Father alone, and fo much mifufed, took hiqi upon their 
own backs, and carried him to the city of Bamba, not fuffering any of their fervants to 
take turns with them, for fear of being deprived of-the entire benefit of fo chauitable an 
adion. The poor Father coming to the vicar of Bamba's houfe, and being kindly en* 
tertained by him, after fome time enquired after his companions ; and meeting with them 
not long after, he demanded of them how they could be fo cruel as to leave him alone 
in fuch a foreft. Alfo, why they did not come to aflift him when he called to them, 
and they heard him. Their anfwer^was„that as for hearing him they took care not to 
do that from their firft leaving him, flying from him as faft as they could, and had not 
been near him fince till ilien. By their anfwer the Maltefe eafily perceivdd that it was 
the faint to whom he had recourfe, that had both called and delivered him. This 
was told me by the faid Father himfelf in our convent at Loanda, in the kingdom of 
Angola. 

1 was likewife afraid fuch an accident might have befallen me, as happened to one of 
our order. Father Philip da Salefia, a miflioner into the kingdom of Congo. The ftory 
is this: — After the death of the pious Don Alvaro King of Congo, a new King was 
chofen, who wa^o lefs zeUous and devout than his predeceflbr. This prince putting 
out a proclamation to have all the wizards that ihould be found within his dominions 
burnt, thdfe wicked wretches gathering together in the dukedom of Sundi, ftill perftfted 
to wcercife their damnable callings in their huts, notwiihftanding the prohibition. To 
prevent this, the duke’s forces marched thither in great hafte, carrying along with them 
the aforefaid Father. Being arrived at the place, they began to fet fire to the huts : as 
foon as the wizards perceived the flames about their ears, they came out in great fury ; 
whereat the duke’s people immediately fled, leaving the poor Father to Ihift for himifelf. 
The wizards perceiving him alone, foon feized, and murdered, and deyoured him, both 
to fatisfy their revenge and appetite. The truth of this was attefted an^jold us by the 
perfons that fled, who faid, they had obferved it by the light of the blaze of the houfias. 
We w$re th'en at our convent in the city of St. Salvador. 

. Wpong prince of Congo, who was about eighteen years old, perceiving I fliewed 
hiih &tfe refped, efpecially after what I had difeovered in the church, having fjrawn 
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up hia mentin qrder,*<leparted. I was^told.l had not done well, to ffiew fo little r^ard 
to their King^s ion, and was therefore defired to fend for him back ^ip. My anfwei 
was, that fince his departure was voluntarily, fo Ihould be his return, for me; but 
withsd, that if he would come back he fliould be well received. In Ihort, he did come 
bac^, and at length both he and his were well fatisfied, and tarried with me till next 
day- at noon, when we went all away together. 

► Having travelled another day’s journey and a half with the aforefaid prince, we met 
with the King’s uncle, and a relation of his, who had^drums, trumpets, and a great train 
of followers. When we came within half a mile of the Banza of JLemba, where the 
King was, I was told I nifuft not go any nearer till farther order, and therefore was 
forced to remain behind alone with my interpreter. At lall the order came, attended 
with fevferal perfons, to bring me to court. When I canie near the city, I was flopped 
again to wait for the fecretary, who was to receive me there. He prefently came and 
conducted me into the market-place, where the people, almoft innumerable, and divided 
into two choirs, were finging of the Rofary in the Conghefe tongue. At the upper end 
fat the King with a long cloak upon bis fhouldcrs, a fatin wailtcoat ftriped with filvei 
on his back, and his lower parts from the middle were cloathed with a fine veft after 
the mode of the country. Being led up into His Majefly’s prefence, h^ reached out an 
ivory, crucifix a fpan and a half long, on an ebony crofs of a proportionable length, for 
me to kifs. When I had done it, and he had delivered it to a favourite, he would needs 
kifs my crucihx ; which he did, and afterwards falling on his knees, received bene- 
diftion. , In the mean-time the people were marching in great order towards the church, 
whilft the King and I brought up the rear. When I came into the church, after a 
fhort prayer, I went up to the altar, and preached a fermon to them upon thefe words 
of the apoftle to the Corinthians, Ecce nunc tempus accepiabikt ecce nunc dies falutis ; 
declaring, that I came amongft them for no other end, than to revive in their hearts the 
love and fear of God, and of his Son Chrift. ^ 

My fermon being ended, I waited on the King back to his palace, where he enter- 
tained me lovingly, and gave me a hearty welcome into his dominions. After we had 
fpent fome time together, I took my leave, but His Majefly would needs fee me out of 
the ftreet. His nobles had orders to accompany me farther, for they conduced rfie to 
a houfe belonging to the King’s uncle, where I was to refide. I muff needs fay I was 
not a little furprized to obferve how punctually thofe lords would come every mbming 
wrapped up in their long cloaks, and walking iwo by two, to receive and conduct me 
to church, and after mafs march back again with me in the fame order as they came. 

After the reciprocal vifits between the King and me wA-e pretty well over, I one 
day afked His Majefty for what reafon he had fo carneftly and fo often fent for me 
from Sogno. He anfwered, that he might have a prielt and preacher of the holy 
Gofpel within his dominions. “ That I believe,” replied I, “ but I prefume Your 
Majefty had fome other end.” Though he made me no anfwer to this, yet I could 
eafily perceive he had fome thought thereujjon that pleafed him, and that by his fmiling. 
“ Your Majefty muft give me leave to guefs at it,” replied I, “ and therefore I fancy 
you fent for me to put the crown of Congo upon your head.” Thefe words were fcarce 
out of my mouth, but 1 heard a great clapping of hands, and humming (which are 
tokens of gre^^ joy among thefe people), together with a confufed noife of prating 
among the courtiers, and drums beating, trumpets founding, and other noify inftru- 
raents playing ; all which were only grateful to my ears, as they proceedeef frogt olea- 
fure^ccMaceived at what I had faid. 
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The I KfT ^^K [^■C6a0a^^hi^^ in 1^11 from I’bpe Urban VlHi, which gives thefli Mtre to 
be crowned the Capuchin miifoaers idter 0e Catholic manner, and which in %*• 
mer times their firft Kng w^ by the authority. And afterwards the.miffion^, 
Father Januario da Nola, did the fame office for Don Garcia Alphonfo, who was 
crowned in the time of Pope Innocent X. The like were others doWn to this prefent 
King. I told His Majefty that his eleftion having been by votes, and that in writing, ' 
by reafon the eleftors lived fo far off, I defired to fee them. He readily complied with* 
my requeft, an^ among the reft I found the count of Sogno’s name, which I was glad 
to fee, there having been fome difference formerly between,thofe two princes. 

Having gone thus far, my ner.t bufmefs was to procure the regal lirown of Congo 
which had been formerly f«nt hither by the aforefaid Pope Urban, and retn^iCea at 
■ prefent in the cuftody of the Portuguefe. It may not be araifs to tell h 9 w they came 
■by it ; the manner in Ihort was this : — Don Garcia II. and feventeenth Chriftian King 
of this country, being defirous to eftablilh the fucceflion of his throne to his children, 
amongft other tyrannous adions, extirpated feveral of the chief families of his king- 
dom j and at laft, to ftiew that he was rofo! ved to die as wickedly as he had lived, 
inftead of invoking the affiftance of heaven in his ficknefs, he had recourfe only to 
wizards, necromancers, and fuch kind of ill-people. Thefe wretches bearing a more 
than ordinary hatred to the then prince Don Alphonfo, as well knowing and bearing 
that if they fuffered him to come' to the crown, he would not only perfecute, but banilh 
them, poffeffed the mind of his fick father, that to make his way the fooner to his 
dominions, he had defigned to poifon him. * 

Garcia thereupon blinded by their fubtilties, immediately declared his fon unworthy 
of his throne, and confequently got him murdered, recommending for his fucceffor 
Don Antonio I. his fecond fon. Not long after Garcia died, in the twenty-firft year 
of his reign, leaving his fon Antonio to fucceed him : but nobody can imagine the 
wickednefs of his reign ; befides the murder of his brother, wherein he was not a 
little concerned, he put to death all his relations. He caufed his wife tq be murdered, 
giving put, though fallcly, that fhe was guilty of adultery ; and afterwards married a 
near kinfwoman, whom he had formerly been in love with, againff all law and reafon. 
Then he proceeded to extend his cruelty towards her relations, as unjuftly as he had 
done towards his own. Thus began the reign of that monftrous tyrant Don Antonio, 
who having fcarce wrapped himftlf in his purple, dyed it in fcarlet, and became ab- 
horred and hated by the Portuguefe and "Whites, who having fignified their dillike to 
his pradtices, and which coming to his ears, he vowed he would fpeedily have them 
beat -and whiptH)ut of his dcaninions. 

To effefl; this, confiding more in his multitudes, than their knowledge in military 
affairs, he raifed a prodigious army of nine hundred thoufand men ; the truth whereof 
I know not whether it may be queftioned by the reader; but befides my own, I have 
the authority of Father Cavazzi for it, who in his fecond book, p. 28 C, and eighth 
book, p. 868 , affirms the fame thing. Moteover it may appear credible, if we confider 
the excelfive largenefs and populoufnefs of thefe countries, as likewife that ail this King's 
fubjedls are not only obliged, but accuftomed voluntarily to follow him to the wars at 
his leaft command. 

Before this army marched, the King was advifed by Father F,ranci»»tle St. Salvador, 
lus chaplain and relation, not to hazard the lives of fo many poor Haves, againff. fo 
Wfstflffte a people as the Portuguefe. This friar had received the habit of our order 
fifdni Father Giacinto di Veh^la j he was a learned man, and Was admitted by order 
of the faaed college. 
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The King, not caring to hearken to his chaph^’s advice, tjte army fiiardied agaittft 
the Portuguae. On the very firft (% of their march, the heavens let dovm fuch a 
deluge. as fne would have thought fumciott to have drowned all iEthiopia, and mopnied 
in thunder for the dreadful flaughter that was to enfue. The good friar perwiving the 
difplwTure of heaven, renewed his former petition and advice to the King. “ Obferve,” 
qilQth he to the King, “ thefe drops arc as fo many tongues, that exhort you not to 
fight againft the Whites ; and thefe claps of thunder are fo many groans, that good 
heaven fends forth for the woeful effeffs of your obftiiiacy.” The haughty Kingnever- 
thelefs perfifted in his refolution and marched forwards : when at length, ftepping afide 
a little way from his army,*' with a few followers, to repofe himfelf, behold a dreadful 
tiger, as it were for a .fecond warning, leaped fuddcnly put of a foreft, and ran full 
drive at him. .Father Francis, who never went from the King’s fide, feeing this, drew 
out a fcymitar he had at his girdle, and oppofing the furious beaft, at one ftroke cleft 
him in two. Tlie Kmg, little moved at this aftion of his preferver, rather attributed 
his fafety to magic, than to his kinfman’s valour. 

The Portuguefe being refolved to find thofe mines of gold which the Moci- Congo- 
Ians had fo long promilcd, and ftill delayed to difcover to them, got together about 
four hundred brave Europeans, with near two thoufand Blacks their Haves, and lodged 
themCflves in the marquifate of Pemba, where they not long after were aiTaulted by 
above eighty thoufand ^Ethiopians. The Portuguele, though they faw their enemies 
march as thict: as locufts, and though they themfeivcs were but a handful in com- 
parifon of, them, and had but two pieces of cannon, yet were they not diflieartened, 
even when they faw them encompafs and furround them. The Capuchin placed him- 
felf in his veihnents between the two armies, endeavouring to make peace, which 
was approved of by the Portuguefe. But the obftinate King would not hearken to 
his mediation, but forthwith gave the fignal of battle, and feeing, a woman with a child 
in her arms, fuppofed to be the Virgin Mary, ftanding by the Portuguefe general, he 
Ihewed her to his men, affuring them of viftory, becaufe ,the Portuguefe had the 
impediment oF their women with them. Then began the mot to fly like hail from 
the Portuguefe guns, efpccially from two pieces of cannon they had, which made fuch 
a dreadful flaugfiter among the Blacks, that one part of the army giving way, the 
other was not long before it followed. In fliort, the Portuguefe got the victory; 
which the proud King perceiving, he thought to fecure himfelf behind a huge rock ; 
which being overthrown by a cannon ball, buried and killed both the King and his 
chaplain, the good friar. Thofe few that' faved *themfclves Jjy flight, left neverthelefs 
behind them all the baggage, with the King’s utenfils of pure gold. Wow becaufe this 
memorable flaughter was chiefly occafloned by gold, the natives have never fince cared 
to dig it for fear of lofing their country and becoming flaves thereby. 

The head of the dead King was immediately topped off by the conquerors, who 
carried it to Loanda,, together with the crown and feeptre. There they buried it, the 
whole chapter affifting at the obfequies. This battle, commonly looked upon to have 
been miraculous, I myfelf have feen painted upon the wall of the church of Our 
Lady of Nazareth, where the head is buried ; and have alfo had it related to me, after 
the manner as I have told it, by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent at it. He alfo 
told me, that a^r the battle, while they were in purfuit of the enemy, he happened 
to come into a houfe where he few two breafts of meat roafting by the fire> Having 
drhen out the people, according to the military cuffom, and being exceedingly 
Ifo foll to taking them off the fpit, but had no fooner torched thetn thaivhe pewiwfel 
^hen^ to be man’s flefli. By this may be feen, that though generally fpeal^g there k 
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no Anthropt^hagi (itfa%«atire) in. Congo, yet the neckties of war drove the 'p«iopIe 
to great Mbs in this marquiiate. 

The Portuguefe did not pretend to any right to the crown of Congo, having been 
fent by the pope, though they had taken it in war, but faid, they were ready to refign 
it whenever they (hould be fo required. Now, becaufe by the death of Don Antonio, 
fo many diforders arofe, and every one thought it his right to command rather than 
duty to obey ; thence enfued innumerable flaughters and great deflrudion. I propofea 
to the King to gq with his army and take pofleffion ol St. Salvador, a city where for- 
merly his anceltors refided, whence he might fend an amijaffador for the crown and 
fceptre to the governor of Loanda, without a letter, and through the province of Peroba^ 
for otherwife he might be hindered by the duke of Bamba his ^nemy : and if hi^ 'li«ip- 
pened to be ftopped by thofe people, he fhould have orders not to tell them he was an 
ambaifador, left they (hould detain and put him to death, which, inftead of preventing 
mifchief, would caufe more. The King hearkening attentively to all I faid, after 1 had 
ended my propofition, turned about to his relations and friends, and fpoke after this 
manner; “ The Father,” fays he to them, “Tcnows all;” meaning, that I had dif- 
covered the deftgns of the iEthiopians j and adding moreover, that he approved of my 
propofal, but that it could not be well put in execution till the corn was off the ground ; 
but as foon as harveft was in, he promifed that he would inarch with his troops' to St. 
Salvador, to grub up the woods, and take poffelfion thereof, together with the lands 
and habitations thereabouts. In times paft, that city had been the metropolis and 
capital of Congo, where the King refided with his court. There alfo lived a bifhop 
and his chapter, a college of Jefuits, and a monaftery of our order, all maintained at 
the coft of the King of Portugal. In our convent always refided the Father-fuperior 
of our order in thefe parts. But ilnce, through frequent wars, both tliis city, and the 
country about it, was •become a den of thieves and robbers. 

Without this city is the Pombo, or great market, built by the Giaghi, where man's 
flelh was accuftomed to be fold like to that of Iheep and oxen. Tne Portugal mer- 
chants, who refided here in great numbers on account of traffic, refuled to buy this 
flelh, and rather chofe to have the Haves alive, whereby to fill their purfes with gold, 
than to have their bellies fluffed with fuch barbarous food ; and, on this account, they 
pretend they have a licence to buy Haves, which however they could never produce to 
this day. The Giaghi above-mentioned are the moft barbarous people in nature, of 
whom, or of the converfion of the Queen of Singa, I Ihall not treat, becaufe that 
fubjett is handled at large iby Father Francis Moria Gioja of Naples. 

I told the King likewife, 1 would go to Sogno, and exped the return of the fmack 
from Loango, and therein tranfport myfelf to Loanda. I advifed him not to let Augull 
pafs before he difpatched his ambaffador, affuring hirfi he ffiould no fooner arrive at 
Loanda, but have all the refpetl paid him which was due to his minifter ; and the pre- 
fent Portuguefe governor being almoft out of his time, would deliver the crown for a 
Imall prefent, which perhaps another would not ; and that the Father luperior and I 
would crovm him, which being done with the Portuguefe confent, none would dare to 
queftion it. 

I then aflied two favours of His Majefty ; firft, that he would pleafe to pardon a cer- 
tain rebel that had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King of Congo^but was now a 
fugitive in .the dominions of Sogno, and that ever fince his army had b«n routed by tha t 
of^H»<Majefty ; I requefted him likewife not only to forgive him, but alfo to afford 
hioAlie government of fome dty, paffmg my word that he fhould prove an obedient 
and loyal fubjefl for the future. The King gave his word prefently that he would do 
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all I defired; but I not caring to t^ altogether to that, caufed him to give me his 
oath upon the crucifix to perform it, to the end the criminal might not Eirterwards be 
difappointed and punilhed. My other requeft was, that His Majefty would reftore, to 
the count the country of Chiovachianza, to the end that having that prinqe fiw his 
friend, as well as the Portugucfe, he might reign fecure for many years. This,* likewife, 

* without any fcruple, he confented to. 

• How little reafon I had to afk any favour on behalf of the aforefaid rebel, may ap- 
pear by what follows : — ^I'his mock-king, Don Garciaf (for fo was his name), coming 
to vifit a milfioner of our order, one Francis Michael da Torino, then in the city tu 
Cuflu in Congo, after he liad been very courteoufly received by him, and whilft the 
Father and he wore talking together, a fire fuddenly brojte out in the church : the 
mock-king foon perceiving it, immediately ordered all his followers to do what they 
could to extinguifh it, which yet gained fo far upon them, that in a fhort time not only 
the church was burnt to the ground, but the facrifty or veftry. Don Garcia feemed 
extremely concerned, which neverthelefs was all but feigned, he having been the con- 
triver of all, as I was afterwards told by* Father Michael, who by a ftratagem got it out 
of one of the followers, that Don Garcia made the wifp of ftraw himfelf, and giving it 
to one of the Negroes, ordered him to fire the church. This he did to make his zeal 
appear i<^he more hy his endeavours to quench the fire, not thinking the flames would 
have increafed*as they did. As a reward for this great diligence of his, he was forth- 
with excommunicated by the faid miflioner, who foon after departed that country. Don 
Garcia not long afterwards coming to Sogno, w'as abfolved of his fault by my com- 
panion F. Benedift, upon his repentance. 

Whilft I continued in Lemba, which was about twenty days, the church was very 
much frequented : at day-break, the third part of the Rofary was fung by thofe that 
were going journeys, efpecially by the women who went to work in the fields : three 
hours after, the fame was performed by the better fort of people, adding moreover the 
faints’ Litany ; and fometimes, as often as ever I could, I laid mafs : at night was fung 
ths other part of the Rofary, together with the Litany of our Lady. This prefent year 
they kept Lent fifteen days before ours, by reafon they regulated it according to the 
courfe of the moon, but which they did not let me know for fear 1 fliould put it off 
fifteen days longer ; they neverthelefs obferv^d the ordinary courfe of forty days. To 
prevent my corning to know the conclufion of it, the Saturday before they came to me 
vrith an amufement, faying, “ If Your Reverence hears a great (hoofing and (houting 
to-morrow morning, you muft know it is on account of fom^ new acquifition added to 
our King’s dominions.” I could not but believe them, though I knew;what they fpoke 
of happened the night I came into the city for then the Marquis of Mattari entered in 
triumph for having fubdued two -princes, whofe dominions bordered on the kingdom of 
Micocco ; and the fame night the faid marquis came to give me welcome, looking upon 
my arrival as a good omen. The next morning, according to my information, whilft 
we were in the faints’ Litany, I heard a great*firing of mulkets, beating of drums, found- 
ing of trumpets, and other noifes of various inftruments. “ God forgive you,” cried 
I, “ for having thus impofed upon me : if I had but known that your Lent was at an 
end, I could have blefled the palms laft Sunday, and all Ihould now have been done 
that was necelfas^' for a preparation for Eafter : neverthelefs, I have that charity as tOf 
difpenfe my bleflings to all fuch as have obferved this holy time faithfully.” , 

The mentioning of Micocco puts me in mind of a memorable (lory told me lifj^e 
Father Thomas de Seftola, concer^g a certain miflioner who travelli^llllw 
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thi$ country, and* after Jhaving baptized about fifty thoufand fouls, died there. lEs 
name I have forgot, but the particulars of his labours are known to all. 

This perfon would needs go to wait on the King of Micocco, by whom having b^tt 
courteoufly and kindly received, he began to treat with him about introducing the Chrif- 
tian religibn into his dommions. At the very firft propofal, the King fhewed an in- 
clination to believe that was the true faith which the millioner propofed, and, confe- 
quently, offered to be baptized ; the prieft told him, that before he could admit him to* 
the font, he muft fubmit to be OAtechifed : he feemed very willing to comply with what 
was required, and, after having been well inftrufted, prepared himfelf to receive bap- 
tffm ; when all of a fudden a thought came into his head,*fuggefted no doubt by the 
devil, which he delivered after this manner : “ Father, before I am baptized, T ♦•o-id 
beg two favours of you, which you muft not deny me ; and they are, firlt, to grant 
me half of your beard ; and, facondly, to afl'ord me a fucceffor from your loins, for 
which purpofe I will caufe all my women to be brought before you, to the end you 
may choofe her you like beft : we are all mortal you know,*' proceeded he, “ and, 
therefore, if you fhould either die, or take a fancy to leave us, who lhall fupport or 
maintain the new religion which you have planted among us? To what purpofe Ihould 
I fubmit to entertain a new law, if I have no profpeft of its continuance ; grant there- 
fore that I may have a fon of your body, who, pofl'effing his father’s rare qualitigs, may 
be a means to tranfmit tliis doiltrine more fecurely to pofterity. I muft t^pg of you not 
to refufe me, for I cannot confent to be baptized, if you do. The raodeft Father Was 
much furprized, and liniling, anfwered, “ That the ftrangenefs of his requeft was fo 
extraordinary, that he could neither gratify him in one nor the other of his defires.” 
The King’s reafon for his firft requeft was, only that he might lay up the hair, and 
fhew it uponcKcafion to have belonged to the introducer of the Chriftian religion into 
his country ; and who knows but his fubjeds, onr of blind zeal, might have worfliipped 
it ? The fecond needs no explaining. , It is certain we have been always exceeding 
cautious how we let the Negroes have any thing from us, that they might probably pay 
adoiation to. As concerning the before-mentioned bull, called by the'Conghefes of 
the blcffed facrament, and their lighting candles when they open it, the Portuguefe 
nuncio was acquainted with it, and anfwered, that that venerable effigies being on it, the 
people might be permitted in their fimplicity to worfhip it. 

When 1 had been about eight days at Lemba, I was feized with a double tertian 
ague, and moreover broke out from the naVel upwards in fo many bmls and fcabs, 
that I had not the leaft reft, either night or day. But my greateft trouble was, the want 
of an interpreter to adminifter the facrament of penance, vi hich I had not provided, 
becaufe the letters fent me were well writ, and the language good. The fecretary was 
old, and a boy I had with me too young to be trufted with confeflions. Whilft I was 
thus fick, I was not only frequently vifited by the King himfelf, but he would likewife 
fend every fix hours to know how I did ; the Queen alfo, and the infenta Donna Mo- 
nica Tent often to enquire after my healfti, and withal prefented me with feveral refrefh* 
ments. Having a mind to be let blood, the King’s uncle would needs do that office, 
for me, not caring to truft any body elfe, which he performed with that,nicenefs that 
I fcarce felt the lance enter my vein ; this, with the help of a certain pufge I brought . 
^rom Venice, did me a great deal of good. Being fomewhat recovSi^ of my indif- 
pofition, I forthwith refolved to be gone, and in order thereto made the King acquainted 
wkb\>iny intentions: he feemed much difpleafed, but notwithftanding, perceiving iriy 
was fain to acquidcp. I told him I did not intend to go by the way of 
BoKia for feveral reafons, but dsfigned to gt5 by Sogno, to the end 1 might meet with 
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»the fm^ck if I could polfibly ; I begged of Mmiie would fend fome Of his people alc|pg 
with me to condudb toe as rar as Cbiova, a country belonging to Sogno» or to Zariam> 
ball^ an ifland of the fame dominions. His anfwer was, that he would ^llingly coni- 
ply with any reafonable requeft of mine, but much wondered at my fo hidden dq>ai*> 
ture, dTpecially if I deligned to go without taking leave of his mother. I 'told Ifis 
, Idajeily, that the reafon I had not hitherto done it, was on account of my indirpoiitiotl, 
<of which I was but juft then recovered, but that I ^figned to wait on her, God willing^ 
that very night. Purfuant to my promife I went not long after towards Her Majefty’s 
court, and at my firft entrance I met two fervants with torches, in the fecond room 
two more with four fervantef, and two in the third with more attendants, it being night ; 
they introduced me into the Queen’s prefence, whom I found fitting wrapped up in a 
cloak, which was likewife thrown under her arm, having nothing but her fmock under 
it, and her daughter fitting on a carpet by her. After having addreffed myfelf briefly 
to her by way of taking leave, (lie ftartcd up in a paffion, and fetting her hands to her 
fides, faid, “ What will the world fay, if, after having obtained a minifter of the Gofpel 
with fo great difficulty, we Ihould part with him fo eafily ? No, no, it muft not be ; 

I will fpeak to the King my fon, that he by no means lhall fuffer you to go.” “ Ma- 
dam,” replied I fmilingly, “ if Your Majefty has done me the honour to buy me, 

I defire to know in what Pombo or market it was, and wftat you gave for me, that I 
may reVtore the price to you, with thanks, for begone 1 muft.” The hearing of this 
caufed no fmall laughter in the company, efpecially in the Queen herfelf. I added 
further, If I am not fuffered to tranfport myfelf to Loanda, how can I pretend to 
bring about what I have promifed, and you fo earneftly defire ?” This faid, I was 
immediately difniilTed. The name of this Queen was Donna Potentiana, her nature 
agreeing therewith, having always endeavoured to be powerful, and a great enemy to 
the Queen-dowager Donna Ahna, and to Donna Agnes another Queen. Thefe three 
women have often put this poor kingdom intp a ilame, each having defired to have 
her hulband crowned, and for that purpofe did all feparately endeavour to get a Capu- 
chin miffioner* among them, which has occafioned the death of fo many priefts, and 
made our fuperior not very ready to let any miffioners go to Congo. 

Being Juft upon fetting out on my journey, the King offered me a prefent of flaves, 
which I refufed, telling His Majefty that we had more than fufficient in our convent at 
Sogno ; I neverthelefs accepted one to wait on me during my journey, though I had 
thirteen at home whom I employed in the fervice of the church, and in that of thofe 
that came to vifit us. His Majefty feeing I had refufed his pffer of flaves, refolved to 
fend fome people to accompany me, which indeed I defired, among whgm were two of 
his relations, to the end that I might be the better received wherever I came. Over and 
above the two things formerly mentioned, I requefted two favours more of the King, 
and they were, firft, that I might have leave to level that obfeene and facrilegious 
place before-mentioned, if it were yet in being, where fo many forceries and villainies 
had been praftifed, And fecondly, that 1 might take away the banners from ’th^ 
burial-places in the fields, being both fuperftitious and hlameable. Having obtained 
thefe my demands, I took my leave of His Majefty and departed. 

When we were got as far as the river which bounds the kingdom of Congo that way, 
my companions and followers being many, fume armed with guns, and others with 
long pikes, aftdi* the manner of the country, by reafon we had no l^ts on that fid^, 
we^pude figns to the inhabitants of the other to come and fetch us over in th4ir canoes. 
Whoi this was done, our people called three affimablies among themfelves, I not being 
able to iipeft at the concluuons of dther, though I partly thought that the reaToh'^'toun 
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have^ bceBj other that thejr were afraid of being rendered fulpe&ed^by coming armedf 
or ddfe that th^ ^ not care to venture themielves in the dominioin of Sogno, out|^ 
a dillruft th^iiad of the pmple. At iaft three canoes came over, but not near fum* 
cient to traniport all of us ; into one of thefe having put me with my interpreter, they 
promifed they would foon follow, but were worfe than their words ; for leaving me 
to the mercy of the winds and tide, they went their ways j and having reached the 
other fide of the river, the Mani of the place propofed to me to flay there all night 
CO baptife fome children, and ner ;t morning I ihould be going as early as 1 pleafed 
onwards of my journey. This propofal was not at all difplcafmg to me, efpecially 
fince I had a more than ordinary defire to fee whether the Gbnghefe people would fol- 
low me or not ; thofe two that were of the King’s relations having promifed me ti "1 
tfiey would conduft me as far as our convent in the Banza of Sogno. As Toon as 
morning came, the Mani thundered in my ears, that if I would needs be gone I muft 
unloofe my purfe-ftrings before I entered the boat again. “ With all my heart,” quoth 
I, a^^hough I had already fatisfied thofe watermen that brought me over. “ Tell me,” 
faid I, “ how much you demand, and you lhall h»ve it.” “ Fifteen Libonchi,” replied 
he, which are about ten Roman Giulios. When I was about to pay him what he 
demanded, he cried he muft have thirty Libonchi, having been miftaken before^* 
“ There are thirty for you,” anfwered I, which having laid down, up ftarts a fallow 
and cries, “ It is a fign the Mani has not been very converfant in waterage, fmee he 
takes thirty for what he fliould have three fcore.” “ Be they ten times as much I will 
pay them,” replied I, “ fince once paying goes for all.” This faid, I laid down the 
full of what they demanded, and went into the boat. Towards night, when I thought 
we were got near the land of Sogno, I difeovered an ifland where the watermen imme- 
diately run alhore. I was not landed when a monftrous fellow, with a countenance 
like to a great ugly wizard, came up to me, and told me in a haughty tone, that he 
had orders from the fecretary of Congo to bring me afliore. “ How can that be,” 
replied I, “ w hen I left the fecretary of tongo in Congo myfelf ; how then Ihould he 
come here ?” “ 1 fay,” i:;plied he, “ the fecretary of the kingdom of Congo requires 

your prefence.” Now it feems the Mani of this place laid claim to that title. I an- 
fwered then this proud meffenger, “ Pray tell the fecretary your mafter, that I defire 
to be cxcufed Irom waiting on him, being not well, and befides going to Sogno for 
recovery of my health.” He came a fecond time, and more importunately than before 
commanded me to come afhore ; whereupon I defired him with that meeknefs that 
became me to acquaint his lord that I was a milfioner, and, though unworthy, fuperior 
of the million into Sogno, being juft come from Congo, where I had three hundred 
armed men afiigned me by the? King Simantamba for fafe conduft, all whom I had 
neverthelefs fome time fince parted with, for the truth whereof I appeal to the water- 
men that brought me. The Mani or fecretary hearing this, called for the watermen 
to inform himfelf of the truth, who attefting what I faid, he then font for a Sognefe 
to fee if he knew me, who confirming whjt he had heard before, he immediately 
difpatched away this Mufcilongo or Sognefe to me, to beg of me tor God’s fake 
that I would come to him ; or that if I lb pleafed, he would come in perfon to fetch 
me, excufing himfelf for having fent fo faucy and ill-bred a meffenger at firft, 
who having exceeded his orders Ihould be furely punilhed. “ I'his la^jguage is fome- 
thing like,” quoth I, “ and fince he entreats me for God’s fake, in Go^ s name will 
I go to him.” Then after having recommended myfelf to the protection of the Al-* 
I went a-lhore. The Mani gave me to underftand that he would come forth- 
with tp*pay me a vifit, but I defired the perfon that brought me the meffage, to 
VOL, xvi. , p p acquaint 
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acquaint mafter that betimes in the morning I wonM vrait oo: him without giving 
hifn the trouble incommoding himfelf a night-vifit to me. He treated me tndt 
a goat, frvut, and a pot of the country-wine, together with a flaik of brandy, mirod 
like a julep, which I couIcTnot imagine how he could get, and for the thirty Libonchis 
I had paid his fubjeds, he reftored me fixty. The fame hour of my arrival I began 
to baptize near a houfe where the miftrels was a-bed. In the court of this houfe were 
planted feveral gourds with leaves like imto ours, but the fruit was green and pulpy, 
and of an excellent talle. This court being not well able to contain the great con- 
courfe of people that thronged thither, they muft ncceffarily exceedingly trample the wo- 
man’s ground ; (he began'to bavtl out therefore as if flte were mad, but the people tak- 
ing lit tie ( i no notice of her, crowded rather the clofer. Whilft I was adminiilering the 
holy facrament of baptifm, this woman cried out with greater vehemence than before, 
which caufed me to hold out my ftaff to her, wherewith I fupported myfelf, being fcarce 
able to /land, to make her quiet, not knowing at that time that Ihe was the real miftrefs 
of the houfe : when Ihe, either taking that fign for a threat, a thing always abhorred by 
me, or elfe moved by fome other wicked defign, catched up a fpade angrily, and fell 
to digging round her ground where the people were (an aftion always fuper/litioufly 
obferved by them), without any body fo much as fpeaking a word again/!; it : after /he 
had ^o done, /he began to bawl out again as if /he had bt^n bewitched. I perceiving 
her to perfift in her ob/linacy, made the fame /ign to her as before to be quiet, where- 
upon /he immediately run as hard as /he could drive to call a witch to bewitch me : as 
/he ran along, /he cried to hcrfelf, “ What, /liall a /Iranger thus abufe a native ? Mu/t 
I be drove out of my own houfe by I know not who ? No, no, if I cannot get him 
away by fair means, I will have his foul out of his body by foul.” SheToon after ap- 
peared again, bringing along with her a witch and a fcholar of hers. As foon as the 
people were gone, thefe two laid themfelves down on the ground, leaning againft a 
wall. I knew them well enough to be what fhey were by the fa/hion of their clothes : 
on their heads they had a piece of cloth folded round like a turban, fo that one eye 
was only to be feen ; with this the old witch looked /ledfaftly upon me for fome time, 
grumbling after a bruti/h manner to herfelf all the while : then with her hand file pro- 
ceeded to fcrape a fmall hole in the ground ; at th# fight of this I immediately ordered 
my interpreter to be gone, being more concerned for him than myfelf ; for as a prie/l that 
had always trulled in God, I doubted not but to render her charms ine/feftual as to 
myfelf. T commanded the devil that he /hould not come near, but /he little regarding 
what I did, went on with her forceries. I ordered the ev^l fpirits a fecond time to be 
gone, which /he perceiving, giving her fcholar a lufty flap on the face, flie bid her be- 
gone and leave her alone : at my third command /he dejiarted alfo, but returned next 
morning betimes, praftifing over her devili/h arts as before. I refolved not to /land 
long in one place, thereby to avoid the defign /he had upon me to bewitch me to death, 
that having been the reaion of her making a hole in the earth. It feems their cuftom 
is, that when they have a mind to bcwitcl] any one mortally, they put a certain herb 
or plant into the hole they have fo dug ; which, as it peri/hes and decays, fo the vigour 
and fpirits of the perfon they have a defign upon will fail and decay. I propofed to 
myfelf to I'pend my time in baptizing, till the watermen that belonged to my boat re- 
turned to me,;, .but it fo happened that I had done all that I had to do before any one of 
them came. I then went down to the river-fide a little way diflant, whither the vdwH 
followed me : when 1 had gone down thrice, endeavouring all along to avbid hejf, and 
finding I could not, 1 fat me down by the water-fide m expedadon of the 
coming : this the hag perceiving, Ihe likewife fquatted herfelf down over AsaiBA me. 

The* 
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The people ounoue to know what would be the event of this conteft, had bid 
then^ives m an adJoi»B» field of miUet, which ^rew about ten or twelve hands high, 
which 1 knew nothing oh Whilit I was thus fitting, axkl ot^erving that vile wiatchYo 
Ti# ^y me, it put me in mind of the faying of the wife man, Mulier nequam plaga mortis : 
a wicked woman is a deadly wound. Then I addreffed myfelf to God, faying, “ O 
Lord, the caufe is thine, thy honour lies at fiake, and fo much the rather by rcafon 
that the inhabitants of this ifland are but very little acquainted with thee ! As for me, 
1 am but a jpoor worm in refpe£^ ''jf thy raajefty ; do thou work in me, for without 
thee I can do nothing.” This faid, I commanded her once more, in the name of the 
blefled Trinity and the holy Virgin, to be gone, and withal Mowing gently towards her, 
fhe all of a hidden giving three leaps, and howling thrice, fled away in a trice. ' "he 
fwiftnefe of her motions were fo extraordinary, that they were wondered at by'ali that 
i^jthem, and thought impoffible to be performed by any human power. When the 
wH^ began to fly, the people came forth of their holes, and, running after her with 
feveral reproachful exclamations, cried out, “ The devil is fled and the prieft not 
moved : the devil take all witches and w'itchcrafr»” I being furprifed at the hearing of 
fo great a number of voices in my favour, gave immediate thanks to the fupreme Dif- 
poler of all things, and more efpecially when I heard them cry further, “ God prof, 
per Chriftianity ! God profper Chriftianity ! 

Soon after the watermen appeared, whom I thought to have hid themfelves llkewife 
as the others had done, but it feems they had not : I gave them all the good words I 
could, that they might go off prefently, which they did not long after. The fecond 
night after our leaving this place, we came to the ifland of Zariambola belonging to 
Sogno, where* I thought myfelf fecure : as I went up the canal, before I landed, I met 
with a nephew of the count’s, whom I acquainted that I was juft come from Congo 
with good news for the country of Sogno. This was not fpoken to a deaf perfon, w 
it was immediately carried to the count’s^ears. Next morning the Mani of the place 
pretended that he would provide me another boat to tranfport me farther, but, after a 
good deal of time loft, none appeared. It was my good fortune that the* aforelaid re- 
lation of the count’s happened to return again that way, who perceiving that I had been 
made a fool of and abufed by the Mani, fell into a great paflion, and, kicking againft 
the ground, began to reprove him after this manner ; “ Is it thus that you behave your- 
felf in my uncle’s bufinefs ? I will take care that, as foon as I get to Sogno, you fliall 
be fure to be deprived of your government.” The Mani began to excufe himfelf, 
affirming that he had affign^d me a fufficient number of watermen, and that, if I were 
not gone, it muft have been their fault. Coming to an anchor afterwards about mid- 
night in the port of Pinda, my boat’s crew fled, not giving me an opportunity to re- 
turn their kindnefs. I then landed, and went ftraightway to our convent. Next morning 
the count, with a greater attendance than ordinary, came to fee and welcome me home. 
As foon as I faw him, I broke forth mto thefe words, ” Did not 1 tell Your Excellency, 
that if I could not well accomplifh my mjflion by land, 1 would do it by water 
"When he, without anfwering me a word, fell down immediately on the ground to kiis 
my feet, which he would needs do, though I hindered him all 1 could, and my bre- 
thren that were then prefent much wondered at it. Being much afhamed of what he 
had done, I prefently lifted lum up, and we afterwards ftepped afide tQ dii'courfe of the 
particulars of my expedition. I acquainted His Excellency with what fiad palfed be- 
tween me Snd Don John Simantaml^ concerning the reftoring of Chiovachian 2 sa. He 
feeiaed very well pleafed with Um news, and &id, that was what he had moft defired. 

I theliiidviled him to re-eftablilh Don Garda, who at that time lived within his domi- 
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nions. Which counfel of mine he readily agreed vdth, having been all along hhherro 
forced to nuuntai^im at his own charge, and contrary to his mclinations, only thro^h 
policy. As loon as our private difcourfe was at an end. Father Andrew da Pavia, one 
of the two milfioners that I had left behind me, told me, that there was a Dutch Ihip 
ready to fet fail for Loanda, and that, if I thought fit, I might take that opportunity 
to carry fo much good news to our fuperior .there, and the governor. To which I an- 
fwered, that I did not much care to go fo quickly to fea again, defiring rather to repofe 
myfelf till the return of the fraack from Loango, according to my promife given the 
commander thereof. Hereupon Father Andrew xmdertook himfelf vmat I refufed, and 
in order thereto took leave of the count that very minute. Making this voyage in a 
Dutch Ihip, which are commonly pretty good frilors, he returned to us again in lefs 
than a month’s time. Having brought the news to the governor, he faid, he embraced 
him heartily, and told him, he could never have wilhed for any thing better, fince 
the way would probably be now opened to Congo, to the great benefit of the 
Portuguefe. 

In confirmation of this I muft further add, that when I was going a fecond time to 
Sogno from Loanda, as I was taking leave of the governor, he earneflly recommended 
to me to procure leave from the count for the Portuguefe to trade with his dominions. 
When the farmers of the King’s revenue that flood by, anfwered, “ A free trade with 
Sogn6 can fi^nify little or nothing to us, that country being like a large tree, where 
nothing is to* be met with but branches and leaves ; when a voyage to Congo would 
furnilh ug not only with leaves, but fruit. 

Lobo, the late governor of Loanda, whilfl he was in office, acquainted the royal 
chamber, that he defired to have the crown of Congo in his poffeffion but whatever 
diligence was made ufe of for that purpofe, it could by no means be found. Then he 
commanded a new one to be made of filver gilt, to the end that when the Conghefe 
ambaflador came for it, he might have it rca(|y to give him. The King of Portugal 
coming to the knowledge of the crown’s being loft, writ both to the biftiop and go- 
vernor, that «hcy Ihould make it their bufinefs to find out in whofe hands it was lafl, 
and punifh him as if he had flolen it. Father Andrew, through the fhort warning he 
had of his journey, was not able to give any accovj^t when the Conghefe ambaflador 
was to arrive ; but afterwards, at the return of the fmack from Loango, I going to 
Loanda in it, acquainted the governor that it would be in the month of Auguft. Au- 
gufl came, yet no ambaflador appeared, which made us miffioners not a little concern- 
ed, having given out every where that he would certainly cqme then. 

A little after, meeting with fome Negroes newly come from Congo to this city, they 
informed us that they had met the ambaflador on the road with a great retinue. The 
Sognefe ambaffador being likewire in this city at that time, to congratulate the bifhop’s 
accefs to the bilhopric, had information that he was flopped by the Duke of Bamba’s 
orders, as he came through his dominions, that prince having been always an enemy to 
Congo, on account of his pretences to that crown, founded on his defeent from Doqna 
Anna, one of the before-mentioned rival-queens. The Portuguefe were fatisfied with 
his fending, and all things had taken eft'eft, but for fome troubles that enfued : for the 
new govMnor was about making war on the Queen of Singa, who had deflroyed a ter- 
ritory belonging to the Portuguefe with fire and fword, and carried away the Sova, or 
lord of it, and his wife into llavesy. 

. Amongft other fervices done the King of Portugal, by Lewis Lobo the fonner 
governor of Loanda, one was, that he laid the firfl foundation of a communicariqn with 

Congo, 
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Congo, and rendered that kingdom dependent upon Portugal, as%?wife made a crown 
for toe King thereof at his own proper cofts. The crowning omhis King we did not 
doubt Ihortly to effeft, notwithftanding what had happened, especially fince Father An - 
drew da Pavia was negociating earneftly about it. 

Whilft this was in agitation, the Father fuperior, with the reft of us, did all that in 
us lay to promote the replanting of Chriftiauity in Cacongo, calling in to our affiftance' 
the governor himfelf, and the Royal Chamber, who were fo well affefted to our propo- 
lals, ,that they told us, that whoever fmall benefit they could propofe to themfelves by 
traffic with this kingdom, yet would they affift us to their power in the introducing of 
Chriftianity there ; and that tht firft fhips they had at liberty Ihould be employed 
that miffion. The new governor was extremely diligent in furthering this alF'’ii-, and 
the bilhop rather more than he. I told them that not only Portuguefe but likewife 
Italian priefts would be neceflary to alienate the minds of that people from jealoufies and 
fufpicions. To the fame purpofe I had formerly writ to the then vice-fuperior, Father 
Jofeph Maria da Bufctto, when I was fent for by the King of Cacongo, and he had fent 
my faid letter to the facred college. Our Father fuperior likewife had difpatched my 
fecond letters to the fame college, which I fent to him on the fame account. 

Matters being thus difpofed, a certain head of*a convent in this city, having been 
fully informed by Ferdinand Gomez of the King of Cacongo’s inclinations to embrace 
the Chriftian faith, refolved to take the talk of preaching it to him upon,himfeu. For 
this end he gave out, that he had received orders from his fuperiors to tranfport himfelf 
to Capinda, well knowing that I could not go by reafon of an infirmity I then laboured 
under. He alfo procured letters from our fuperior, to recommend him to our convent 
at Sogno wh'ere he was confequently very courteoully received. Thence he fent a Por- 
tuguefe prieft, his companion to Cacongo, enjoining him to Ipcak with the King. 
Without this perfon he could never have had any hopes of the fuccefs of his miffion, 
being not at all Ikillcd in the Conghe/e language, which this prieft fpoke very well. 
He neverthelefs f ould not obtain the fpeech of the King, which caufed him to write to 
him in his luperior's name ; but getting no anfwcr, he began to defpalr : whereupon 
returning back, they both came again with ftiame to Loanda. 

Afterwards Father Andrew da^^avia took upon him to write to the faid King, figni- 
fying to him that he would come and baptize His Majefty, whenever he fhould pleafe 
to appoint him. It was reported about this time that all foreign miffioners were to de- * 
part by order of the King of Portugal, and that all our convents were to be furrendered 
to thofe (a bad report for .us Capuchins, as you lhall hear more hereafter) of the afbre- 
faid order. Whereupon the aforefaid fuperior, though he did not well care that Pavia 
Ihould go, yet that he might prepare the way for him, and build a convent there, he 
earneftly prefled him to it. At Pavia’s arrival the King fent him word, that he could 
not confent to fee him, having formerly given his promife to me whom he expeded j 
and that with me he looked not only for an exercife of the facred miniftry, but likewife 
for trade and commerce, by means of a merchant I wiis to bring along with me, to fettle 
in his dominioits for that purpofe. 

Among all the kingdoms which I have feen in this part of Ethiopia, none pleafed me 
fo much, either for commodioufnefs or profit, as this of Cacongo j which good qualities 
inclined not a few befides myfelf to be defirous of going thither. Th*: <;ommodioufnefs 
of it confifts in its lying between three ports much frequented by ftrangers. The firft 
and roolffamous of thefe is that of Loango, the fecond that of Capinda, and the third 
and Isdl that of Cacongo itfeif, . but which is not very fecure. This kingdom for the 
moft*part is flat, with an air indiflerently wholefome, and a foil not unfruitful, by reafon 
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of frequent fhowei%»^d the mould bdng^ generally blacl^ whereas in other of 
Ethioi^ it is other ra^dy or chalky. 'Ihe inhabitants of this country* confidering thev 
have beat bom pagans, are more courteous and humane than ordinary ; and thou^ 
they are infidels, they cherilli and refpeift our priefls. Whilft the plague was amongfl 
them, they burnt their idols, faying, “ If they will not help us in fuch a misfortune as 
'this, when can we expeft they ihould ?” This paflage I heard whilft I was in Sogno ; 
and it grieved me extremely that I had not opportunity to go, and further fuch good 
motions in them for their fouls* fakes. Thi|s much for'Cacongo, and its inhabitants. | 

I muft now give fome fhort account of the kingdom of Angola, though I have been 
only perfectly acquainted with the provinces of Dante and Bengo. 

j^fore we proceed, let us flop awhile in the city of Ixianda, where I have been 
three times, once upon bufinefs, and the otfier two times I lay there a great while fick. 
To fpeak only of what I know, Loanda is ihe metropolis, not only of this, but of all* 
other neighbouring kingdoms that belong tb the Portuguefe. Here refides the bilhop 
of Congo and Angola, together with a chapter of about eight or nine canons. The 
governor of this city precedes all others In any of the Portuguefe conquefts in Ethiopia. 
Here are three convents of religious perfons, viz. one of Jefuits, another of bare-fodt 
Carmelites, and a third of friars of the third order of St. Francis. As to thefe two la.t, 
the Cai^elites have a miffion out of the city in the faid kingdom, where at prefent lives 
a fecular prielh tlwough the great fcarcity of regulars. Among the Jefuits there was a 
famous millioner, adorned with many good qualities, and a virtuous life, who travelling 
about indefatigably into all parts of the kingdom, to throw down and grub up the idols 
and trees that the pagans worihipped, was thought to have been made away by fome of 
thofe people. Here is likewife a houfe of our order, where our Father fuperior refides, 
who is thence to fupport the miffions by the charity of the good people there. Our 
church here is more than ordinarily frequented on account of its being dedicated to the 

S ^^jus St. Anthony of Lilbon, fo called by the Portuguefe j as likewife that there are 
!.ral martyrs bodies kept in it, which have been tranfported hither from Rome. It. 
royal chapel, and has two congregations of the Rofary, allowed by the Dominicans 
who have no abode here. Here three times a week is fung a third part of the Rofary, 
and three times more throughout the year difcipline is ufed. The brotherhood has 
built a chapel eight fquare, with a large cupola of an extraordinary height j which 
* being a thing uncommon here, is extremely admired. Under it there is a vault for 
bu^Hjnl, which is not cuftomary in the^other churches. This vault was firft built for the 
bod^f Father Francis Licodia, a bare-foot friar of the province of Syracufe, who died 
fome time before my arrival here. A great concourfe of people affifted at his burial, 
his death having been proclaimed throughout the city by boys. The people’s devotion 
was fo remarkable at his funeral, that though a prodigious whale was call alhore at that 
time, yet did it not in the leaft raife their curiofity. The Jefuits, with whom we enter- 
tain an affedionate correfpondence, put him un^er-ground, and Father Ribera of the 
fame convent preached his funeral fermom '1 his Father was zealous in breeding up 
children in the fear of God ; for he had got a great company of white boys, whom he 
habited like Capuchins, teaching them the principles of the Chriftian reugion a^days, 
which they repeated and fung over a-nights. Of thofe in my time I found to the nym- 
ber of fixty, though Father Francis was dead. While I was here, this good perfon*6 
body was difcovered on account of burying our fuperior, Father John da Romano, in 
his vault. His corpfe was entire in the coffin j on the lid of which his picture was 
lainted to the fife. Wh^ it was opened, fome body out of 2;eal tooH out two qf his 
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teeth, and the point trf his hood. How extremely ^vout thefe citiz^ are towards onr 
bleffed patron St. Francis, is fitter for. another pen to exprefs thaii^ljine. 

All I^can fay is, that without carrying our wallet at our back, which is i^ot here the 
cuftom, we rather abound with necefwries than want them, in fuch manner, that he that 
has a mind to beftow bis charity upon us, muft fend it betimes or he will have it back 
again. Thefe good citizens not only fupport our convent in this city, but likewife feve-, 
ral other millions into divers kingdoms, otherwife we could not be able to fubfift. 
True it i^, we endeavour to fome return of what is rare in thofe places. 

To give farther inltanccs of the gooduefs of this people, I will add a word of the 
governor. When we came hiJier, we found Don John*di Sylva in pofiefiion of the 
government of this kingdom, who fliewed fo entire an affeftion towards us, tha* 'wiiat- 
ever memorials and petitioris \yc prefented to him, he forthwith granted and figned, 
fcarce reading them. It happened that a certain prieft of his own nation coming to alk 
\ favour of him on account of a friend, the governor would by no means ^rant it. 
Whereupon the prieft broke out into thefe words : “ You fcarce read the petitions of 

the Capuchins who are ftrangers, but bcftow#favours on them j and to us your coun- 
trymen you deny all we alk.” To which Sylva replied, “ I do neither open nor re^id 
the Capuchins petitions, becaufe I am wxll aflured they will alk nothing but what is fit 
for me to grant; and befidcs, what they require of me on other people’s accounts, ( 
know well to be done merely out of charity, and without any expeftation of^ return 
from thofe they oblige.” I'lie fame favour we found with the late bilho^, and the pre- 
fent. Aiid to conclude W'ith this matter, I will here tell you a ftory of tfie aforefaid 
Father Francis : Two fellows going to tie hanged, Father Francis moved by mere cha- 
rity, told the governor, that in cafe he would pardon one of them, he would ^tffer death 
in his ftead. The governor anfwered, that if he would be as good -’-a his wo^rd, one of 
them lliould prefently be unloofed and fent away ; and if he could find another would 
do the like good office for the other, they Ihould both be freed though they were great 
oftenders. But though this proffer vfas made on Father Francis’s fide, non^ would 
appear on the other ; fo that one muft unavoidably die for want of a •friar to releafe 
them. When they came to the place of execution, the governor fent to take the hal- 
ter off from Father Francis’s neck, when he was difpofed to die, and knew ntr^mg of 
any mercy defigned him ; and if Father Leonard de Nardo his companion would have 
done the fame, they had both efraped, but for want of it one was hanged. 

I.et us now come to the cuftoms and manners both of the Portuguele and ftrangers 
that live in this city. They are of three forts : Firft, thofe that come merely on account 
of God’s fervice, and for no worldly intereft, though thefe are but few. The fecond 
fort are fuch as come to command or trade there, who are many. The third kind 
are likewife no fmall number, though nothing comparable to the foregoing, and they 
are thofe condemned perfons that are fent hither by courts of juftice, amongft whicn 
the fpiritual courts fend feveral defeended from the Jewifli race, which are named by 
the citizens New Chriftians ; thefe are kept from coming to the facred functions for 
feveral reafons, amongft which one is for a crime frequently pradifed by them, which 
I lhall forbear to name for fear of offending chafte ears. Notwithftanding this, thefe 
people are the greateft frequenters of churches, and give the moll liberally to our con- 
vents and poor. 

The women being bred among Blacks, fuffer themfelves to be lo much perverted, 
tihat they fcarce retain any thing white about them except their (kins ; but be tms fpoken 
t^th a refervation of the good of that fex, whereof there are fome few. The worfer 
fort 'take upon them to lord it over their hulbands, infomuch that if they will not five 
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according to their fencies, they do all they can to drive them out of thdr houfeS} or 
elfe humble them f<|^) as never to go out nor take their pleafure in their net, and 
under their umbrella, according to cuftom. But ftill the worft is, that while they are 
under this confinement, they choke for want of water, this city having none frelh but 
what comes from an ifland about two days journey diftant. This makes good the faying 
of the wife man, Melius cjl babitare in dejertOy quam cum muliere rixosd; “ It is better 
to live in a defert than with a fcolding wire.*' I.ikewife in eating the wife and the (he 
Black generally ftarve the hufband j upon which occafion I hear him, methinks, to 
cry out with tne poet, 

O conjux, male grata feni, male grata marito, 

Sola tuis, conjux> dedita deliciis. ^ 

Some of thefe women keep their hulband’s clothes from them, out of a pretence that 
they do not belong to them alone, but to thcii ta’nily in general. The law here is that 
what comes by the mother defeends to the daughters, and that bccaufe the fons have where- 
withal to maintain them by marriage. W|jen the maids are marriageable, if their mothers 
carry them to church, they are faid to do fo to fell them, and therefore for the moft part they 
keep them clofc. When they are married, they alio generally keep themfelves up for 
one reafon or other, either on account of being big with child, heat, wet-weather, or 
the like- When they come to be old, they do not care for being feen for fear of dif- 
covering their wrinkles. The better fort go to take the air in their nets, with a carpet 
thrown over them, and attended at Icafl: by twelve perfons : two of thefe carry the 
net, and ttvo more bear umbrellas on each fijle, and eight Mocamas (Negro waiting- 
maids), four of which hold each a corner of the carpet, and four wall: before to Iprcad 
the carpet to kneel on when their miftief^ goes into the church. Whenever there is 
any flage-play, or tilting, the women, all without exception, go to it even though they 
were fick. On Holy-Thurfday they always walk on foot, and without attendance, which 
they never do at any other time. I'o obviate fcch diforders. Father Paul da Verefe, 
and our fuperior, obtained of the bifhop that niafs fliould be faid in three different 
churches, viz. in the cathedral, the pariih by the lea-fide, and thirdly in our citurch, 
two hours before day ; at which great numbers affilted, which was continued in my 
time. At laft a certain perfon happening to be killed corning out of a fufpicious 
houfe, fome ill people took thence an occafion to get this pious and good cuftom 
fuppreffed. 

Of the Mulattoes, bom of a White and a Black, whereof there are great numbers 
here, I can never fay enough. They hale the Negroes raortilly, nay even their own 
mothers that bore them, and do dll they can to equal themfelves with the Whites ; 
which is not allowed them, they being not permitted to lit in their prefcncc. 

The Mulatto women wear no fmocks nor petticoats, and have only a piece of cloth 
girt under their arms ; but this is neverthelefs to be meant of fuch as have no known 
hithers. The Mulattoes wear ftockings and breeches, and become commonly either 
priefts or fbldiers, above which condition th^y never rife. It was no fmall trouble to 
me to obferve, that wherever thefe Mulattoes were born, they were prefently defigned 
for priefts. There are great numbers of them, who not knowing how they came into 
the world, or whether they are defeended from Jews, cannot be expefted to be able 
to inftrua others, '’To remedy this diforder therefore, the new bifhop brought orders 
from Rome, that none fhould be difpenfed with as to their irregularity. Of this thefe 
Mul9ttoe£ beUeving us Capuchins to have been authors, by reafon that we had fre- 
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quendy preached ag^ft thefe abufes, they bore us a mortal ill-wiU«„neverthelefs it has 
never hitherto been in their power to do us any harm. 

Thofe among thefe people that are foldiers, and travel about the kingdom, exaft as 
much fervice -and refoeft from the Negroes as the Whites, caufing themfelves to be 
carried in nets; and if it fo happened that the Sova or Mani (governor) be not imme- 
diately ready to provide them with people for their fervice, or do not treat them as 
they require, they will prefently draw their fwords, and take whatever they can find 
in this governor’s houfe, thougl 'they are going, not about their King’s, but their own 
bufinefs. If perchance they have occafion to eat on the road, they take whatever 
eatables they can meet with, without thanking the Negro They have them from ; and 
if he fliould happen to murmur but in the leaft at their injuftice, inftead of m&kuig 
him fatisfaftion, they will pay him with bafiinadoes and blow's. 

Others that turn Pomberos (buyers of Haves), and go up and down in the country 
for that purpofe, commit a great many unjuftifiable aftions, amongft which this one 
feems to me moft unpardonable : they will lie with the Negro-women, and get them 
with child ; and fome years afterwards returnir g that way, will take thole very children 
they have lb got from their mothers, under pretence of better educating them in the 
city of Loanda ; but inftead thereof, at a certain age, do fell or barter them away for 
fuch commodities as Haves are wont to be exchanged for, and thereby grow rich by 
trading in their own flelh and blood. A barbarous cuftom in truth, ant^not luffered 
amongft Chriftians, efpecially where Chriftianity is in its infancy, as it is in thefe parts. 
This is the reafon likewife why the pagans do not come in falter to be converted, be- 
caufe they obferve how many ill adtions the Mulattoes are guilty of, and yet go un- 
punilhed. 

To prevent in fome meafure this bad cuftom, the governor in my time forbad the 
Mulattoes to trade any more this way, and ordered, that if they had a mind to travel 
any whither, tliey Ihould pay for the cpriage, both of themfelvds and their baggage, 
affirming, that if they went on the King’s bufinefs, they would infallibly be paid again ; 
but if on their own, they ought to reft fatisfied with the expence. By thefe means 
this mifehief was for a while difoontinued. 

But this abufe would not have been fo much if it had lain only among the Mulattoes; 
the Whites alfo had their lhare in it, and traded like the others in their own flelh. 
This comes to pafs when their black miftrefs brings them forth a child, and being of 
that hue it is naturally a Have, which coming afterwards accidentally to offend, is 
forthwith fold according to cuftom : but the worft is, this is done upon the fmalleft 
offence, and without any regard to nature or relation. 

A father had two daughtefs, the one a widow, the other a marriageable Mulatto ; 
having a mind to marry the latter, he took away the other’s goods, and all Ihe had to 
give with this Mulatto : the widow in my hearing faid, “ I will not difpleafe my father, 
let him do what he pleafes, I will never oppofe him ; but when he dies I will fell 
his daughter, becaufe Ihe is born of my Have, and thus without trouble or conteft will 
recover what is taken from me,” giving her father to underftand as much in a civil way. 
In Ihort, unlefs the father declare one of thefe to be his lawful fon or daughter, they 
are ever looked upon as Haves. 

As to the Negroes which inhabit this city and kingdom, except fpme few that are 
free as being natives, they are all Haves to the Whites ; fome are fent to the Arimi 
(farms) about one or two days journey off from the city, as to Bengo and Dante, 
which are well watered with rivers, when the other provinces are almoft parched up 
for want of rain, and confequendy not fit for tillage. The way of manuring the ground 
here is this : th^ call up the earth yirith fpades into a ridge, leaving thereby a furrow 

vou, XVI. Q Q on 



MEHOLLA*S VOYAGE TO CONGO. 


on either lide> into^hich, when the riveVs are well filled by rain from the moumaios, 
they cut their fbatnVand let in the water ; after it has remained there fome tkne^ and 
the earth is pretty well moiftened, they let it out again*into their canals, and clofe: up 
their banks. When this is done, after a little while the earth becomes proper for th«r 
feed, which, when fown, after three months time is fit to be reaped. Others of diefe 
flaves are fent to fifliing, whereby their mailer maintains his family, and fells what he 
has more than fufficient tor that purpofe. It is not to be imagined what a great quantity 
of fiih they have in thefe feas, and how cheap they ‘are to be bought. A great Pro- 
vidence truly ! for otherwife it would be almoil impolTible to fubfiil here, efpecially in 
this city. I muft confefs iri all my travels I never met with the like, though 1 have 
read in Peter Cobero’s voyages, written in Spanifh, that he had been in a country 
bordering upon a river wherein there were fuch great abundance of fiih, that the in- 
habitants dried and made bread of them, bones and all. Upon thefe fiih the Blacks 
generally live altogether, whereof the Whites eat fometimes, efpecially a-nights, affirm- 
ing they are much eafier to be digefted than fleih. Although thefe fiih have not that 
pleafant tafte which ours in Italy have,'* yet are they neverthelefs well enough liked by 
the inhabitants for want of knowing better. 

Thefe Haves are likewife employed in building, which is commonly very flow. 
Whenever any of their mailers have a child born, a houfe is, begun, and goes on no fafter 
than tKat child grows. 1 fpeak this of thofe Whites that are able to build a houfe for 
every child they have. The plaiiler here is made of fea-ihells, whereof there are great 
quantities on thefe ihores. They have furnaces of much the fame make with ours, 
wherein they burn the faid ihells, which make as white and good lime as ours. 

Many of thefe flaves do the office of barbers, wherein they are more expert than 
the Whites, and that not only in the ufe of the feifl'ars and razor, but likewife in that 
of the lancet to open a vein. In ihort, fome follow one trade, and fome another ; and 
when they have no bufinefs to do for their maitprs, they are hired out at fo much a week 
or month, the profit wherwf goes to their mailers ; fo that he that has moll flaves here 
is always acc6untcd the richeil man. 

The current coins here are the Maccutas, being certain pieces of ilraw-cloth of about 
the largenefs of a iheet of paile-board each, and which are equivalent to our brafs 
money in Europe. Thofe that correfpond to our filver are the Intagas, beipg pieces ol 
thick cotton-cloth, and of about the bignefs of two large handkerchiefs, and worth 
about eighteen-pence of our money. They have another fort of money called Folingas, 
of cotton likewife, but of a finer fort, and like that which featnen ufe to tie about their 
waiils : thefe are worth three ihillings and fixpence each. Thofe coins that are of 
greater value, and anfwer to our gold, are the Birami, ‘made of fine linen, whereof 
each parcel goes for feven fliillings and fixpence or eight ihillings. No brafs, filver or 
gold coins, arc made ufe of either by foreign merchants or others in thefe countries. 

From the great variety of flaves of difterent nations in thefe countries mull needs 
proceed the like variety and difference in humours and cuiloms ; and, although they 
are all Chriilians, yet I oblerved that the law of God was not fo religioully obferved 
amongil them as it ought to be ; for that they feemed to me to perform the duties of 
their religion more out of .'ear of their mailers that had initrufted them, than out of 
any value they lipd for divine worihip. The Ihe-ilaves are commonly guilty of a fault, 
which is partly occafioned by the white women, who, not caring to be deprived of 
their Moccamas, will not fuffer them to marry, and therefore they ileal irom their 
miilrefl'es to maintain men to fatisiy their brutal appetites. If they happen to become 
with child, no ffiame is imputed either to them or their miitreffes. For our* parts, ' 
we do aU we can to prevent it, and fome ladies fay upon this occafion, that they cannot 
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be always A looking a^ter their ihe-blacks ; and if any of them chanced to be now and 
then with child, they conceived it no great matter of harm : neve^lblejs we often have 
y hf»n i chaftifed both in public and private for thefe and the like faults, and afterward 
fofce them to marry the perfon that had debauched them. But O what pains do we 
' take to bring them lo it, and how many ridiculous arguments and reafons do they bring 
to excufe themfelves from this duty and reftraint ! 

There are thofe among thefe flaves that, after they are thus married, will exchange 
their wives with each other for r certain time, alledging, in cafe of reproof, that they 
are not able to eat always of the fame difh. Thofe of .the women likewife, that live 
out in the country in thdr maltt ; ’s farms, will hire each cJf them a man, upon condi- 
tion that he fhall not leave them till they have a child by him, though they are to main 
tain him all the while he is with them. It is mighty ridiculous to obferve that 'hie wo- 
men here, contrary to the cuftom of other nations, buy and fell, and do all other things 
which the men ought to do, whilfl; their hufbands flay at home and fpin or weave cot- 
ton, or bufy themfelves in fuch other effeminate aftions. Thefe women alfo are fo jea- 
lous of their hufbands, that if they fee them bftt fpeak to any other women they are 
prcfently in a flame, and make the place ring where they fo difeover them. The 
bifhop ordered, that all mailers of Blacks fliould oblige them to perform the Eafler- 
duty under pain of forfeiting a certain quantity of wax for every one, obliging them to 
bring the certificate of their receiving and confelling to their mailers, and theiT all to- 
gether to the curate. Thefe, becaufe they are often involved in the immediate occafion 
of fill, make ufe of a crafty deceit to extort abfolution from their Father-jconfeffor : 
which is, that the firft day of Lent the men part from the women, leading a chafle life 
for the prefent, and then appearing before the priefl, tell him they have left off their 
lewd courfes, and promife never to return to them. A week or a fortnight after Eafler 
they go about till they are provided with one to fatisfy their lull all the year, without 
having any more to do with thofe they forfook before confeflion. 

Let us come now to the death and burial of thefe people, ^ho being of fo many 
different nations, and lac remains of the pagans, differ likewife in their rites and cere- 
monies. As to the maniter of their deaths, that may be gueffed at l)y their lives, ac- 
cording to the proverb, Oualis vtin, finis ita. As for what relates to their burials, I 
have been an eye-witnefs, that in the kingdoms of Cacongo and Angoij they do not 
bury any of their relations, till all the reft of the kindred be gathered together, though 
that be fometimes many days in accomplifhing : being once met, they begin the cere- 
mony with fevcral fuperftitious adlions, as killing of hens, with the blood of which 
they befprinkle the houfe of the dcceafed botlj within and without, and afterwards 
throw the carcafes of the laid fowl upon the top of the houfe, affirming, that thereby 
they prevent the foul of the dead perfon from coming to give the Zumbi to any of the 
future inhabitants. The word Zumbi, in the language of the country, fignifies an 
apparition of the deceafed perl'on, they being of opinion, that to whomlbever it Ihall 
appear, that perfon will prefiShtly die. I’his perfuafion has been lb deeply rooted in 
the minds of tJiefe poor ignorant people, tJiat the imagination alone oftentimes brings 
them to their ends. We have feen feveral accidents of this kind, infomuch that a per- 
fon that was before very well in health, lliall of a fudden die miferably through the 
impreflioi^ of thefe vain dclufions. Thofe that furvive affirm, that the dead perfon had 
fummoned him that died, efpecially where there had been any diller<”^ice betwixt them 
whilft both were living. 

The ceremony of the hens being ended, they proceed to lamenting over the dead 
perfon ; and if it fo happens, that any amongft them be not able to weep naturally, 
they have recourfe to art by holding Siliquallro, or Indian pepper to their nofes, which 
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caufes the tears to flow plentifully, which, without weeping, they, fufler |o triekje dowil 
their cheeks they pleafe. When they have howled and .wept for fome tune, 

they all of a fudden pafs from forrow to mirth, fealHng heartily at the expence of the 
perfon that is neareft akin to the deceafed, who all that while lies unburied ih, *khe 
houfe. When they have fully fatisfied their ungodly guts, they foon forget their de-’' 
ceafed friend, and never think of him more : then the drum beats, and they go from 
the table to dancing, and fo the ball begins : when one company is weary, another be- 
gins, and not only the kindred, but likewife any othei-s are admitted to dance. After 
they have done dancing, they retire into appointed places, where, being locked up to- 
gether in the dark, they praftife all manner of abominable pleafures, alledging, that 
at fuch a time it is lawful for them to intermix with each other at liberty. This found 
of the drum feems to be the devil’s fummons to aflift at‘thefe execrable ceremonies, 
and which thefe people run to with a more than ordinary inclination. It is almoft 
impoflible for the mothers to hinder their daughters, and lefs pollible for mailers to 
prevent their flaves, who will break down walls, or force iron-bars to come at them. 
As foon as this is done, they apply thrtnfelves to fuperllitious and idolatrous praftices, 
and fo from one to the other for fome time. Wh(m any mailer of a family dies, his 
principal wife expofes herfelf to all that have a mind to enjoy her ; on this condition 
neverthelefs, that none ofler to fpeak the leall word in her chamber. 

Thai thefe abominations are pradifed among pagans is not to be wondered at ; but 
would to GoS that thefe Tumbi (funeral ceremonies) were not ufed among fome de- 
praved Chrillians, not only in the kingdom of Angola, but even in Luanda itfelf. At 
the time of my refiding here I was told, that not far out of this city fuch enormities 
were committed. Our fuperior, accompanied with one only companion and fome trully 
perfons, immediately ran to prevent them ; but being by idght (the propcrcll time for 
thefe hellillt practices) he met with the guard.s, who, •’ eil knowing that it was not our 
cullom to go out of the city at that time, unlefs upon account of doing God fome fer- 
vice, prefently offered themfelves to accompany them, which, being rt fufed by our fu- 
perior, they perfilled in their refolutions, aliedging that otherwil'e fome hurt might hap- 
pen to him, and therefore they went along with him. Being arrived at the place w here 
thefe ceremonies were performing, the foldiers, to the end they might the better take the 
offenders, ranged themfelves about the walls, which confilling only of mud ami Hakes, 
they eafily broke down, hooping and hollowing like mad while they were doing it. The 
wicked^wretches, that were not few in number, perceiving their walls bj'oke dow'jj, and 
their houfe furrounded, immediately betook themfelves to flight, leaving only the v/ife 
of the deceafed behind, who, being obliged by her infernal priell not to llir nor fpeak, 
was eafily taken, and by the governor afterwards, who very well knew what fhe and her 
company had been doing, ordereil to be publicly whipped through the city. 

hi Maifangano, a garrifon of this kingdom, fo many Hones were hurled at a com- 
panion of mine for endeavouring to oppofe thefe people in their wicked ceremonies, 
that he very narrowly efcaped having bis brains beat outiiby them. 

When any great lord, or confidcrable perfon dies, the pagans are accuflomed to 
fpread the way where the corpfe paffes v ith leaves and branches. He mult likewife be 
carried in a firaight line to his grave; and therefore if any houfe or wall happened to 
hinder his paffage, it is immediately pulled down. To Ihew themfelves kind to the 
dead, they are ‘commonly very cruel to the living, Ihutting up both together in a tomb 
with meat and drink, to the end (fay they) that the dead lord may want fol nothing 
in his grave : in this they imitate the tyrant Mezentius King of the Tyrrhenians, who in 
Virgil is fait! to join dead and living people together, till the flench has brought 'them 
to one condition. 
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The Gtaghi offer facrifices to the dead, as they do j(ikewife oftentimes' to 

the living, when they can fuppofe the perfon they intend to honou^o have occafion for 
aflUjtance either in war, or any other urgency. 

*‘6neof our fathers having underftood that within a certain fepulchre of a great perfon 
among thefe pagans; there were two people immured alive, went thither in great hafte 
to free them from their infernal and noifome dungeon, but found to his great grief that' 
tliey had fome time before perjfhcd. But the wickednefs of thefe people fometimes 
goes further ; .for at the death of any of their friends they have been accuftomed to 
kill one of tbeif flaves, to the end that he may go and fcrve them in the other world : 
to this fin they will moreover add a lie ; for when we accufe'them and get them correded 
for fo doing, they will excufe themfelves and pretend innocence, affirming they k*" jw 
nothing of the matter, even though we had never fo plain proof of it. An iti.lance of 
this follows : — One of our order having been advifed that a poor Negro was juft 
going to be facrificed as a vidlim to his dead mafter, this father immediately ran to 
the wife of the deceafed perfon to prevent it, who perceiving her villany was dif- 
covered, though Ihe at firft denied it, yet afterwards confeffed it, and gave orders to 
have thofe inhuman proceedings ftopt. In my time alfo there W'ere feveral of thefe 
wicked actions done, but the perfons concerned in them always found fo many fhifts 
and fubtle evafions to conoeal their offences, that we could never proceed methodically 
againll them in order to bring them to puniffiment. Now if thefe things are pradtifed 
among Chriftians, how can we expedt they ffiould be omitted among thofe NegioeS 
that have fcarce heard of the name of Chriftianity. * 

The burial-places among the Pagans are for the moft part in the fields, with fome- 
thing or other placed over them, according to the quality of the perfon that is buried : 
fome have a long and ffraight horn of I know not what beaft fixed over them ; others 
have a large heap of earth raifed upon them ; fome have an earthen platter or pipkin, 
or any other veffcl made of earth, fet^ over them ; others make harbours over their 
graves, with a thoufand fuperftitious interlacings and interweavings that are performed 
by their wizards : they do not make ufe of a coffin, cheft, or any othei* wooden thing 
to put the corpfe in, but wrap it up in good cotton linen fewed clofe together, and 
adorned without-fide with feveral fuperftitious fooleries, being at an expence fuitable 
to the quality of the perfon deceafed. As for the poorer fort, they make ufe only of a 
fort of ftraw-mats, after the mode of the country, to wrap their dead bodies in. 

Within the dominions of Sogno every city and province has a certain peculiar place 
with a crofs in the middle, where thofe that have not fatisfied the Eafter-command, or 
that die before they are confeffed, are buried by themfelves, without the miffioners 
concerning themfelves therein. But as for thofe who have received all the facraments 
before their deaths, and have been found to have religioully obferved the laft Lent, 
they are allowed Chriftian burial, without its being any manner of charge to them. 
Alfo during their ficknefs, and after they are confeffed, we frequently furnifli them 
with refremments out of charity, fuch iis confeiftions of tamarinds, a fruit of the 
country, and the like, both cooling and cordial juleps. Belides this, we have feveral 
flaves belonging to our church which are fldlled in phlebotomy, furgery, phyfic, and 
what not, who all do what lies in their power to recover thefe people when fick, or 
out of order : this we take care is done for them gratis, to the end^thpy may have no 
occafion to run to the wizards for help. For thofe that are poor arid old, fatherlefs, 
lame. Mind, or the like, there is an hofpital built near to our convent, where both 
their fpirituaj and temporal wants are fupplied by us as often as there is found occafion, 
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ot that it confifts our abilities. This is a charity which has not a little promoted 
the increafe of Chrnnanity in thefe parts. 

Let us conclude fpeaking any farther of the Tambi, or funeral rites among ^he 
pagans, with a palTage that happened fome years fince in Benin, a kingdom lying on 
the back coafts of Africa, and towards Guinea, being very near the equinoftial line. 
' Father Francis da Romano, fuperior in the kingdom of Ouueri, and Father Philip da 
Figuar, being both here on a milfion, they endeavouj-ed to difturb a certain abomina- 
ble facrificc accuftomed to be performed every year to the devil, for the benefit, as 
they alledged, of their dead ancellors. This facrifice fometimes confifled of above 
three hundred men, but at prefent there were only five to die, yet thole all of the 
better fort. Thefe mifiioners, under the condufl; of a cert?iin Negro their friend, came 
to the third inclofure capable of holding many hundreds of people : here perceiving a 
great multitude gathered together dancing and finging to divers inftruments of their 
mufic, they clapped themlelves down in a private place, the better to obferve what they 
were going to do. This place happened to be that where they kept the knives defigned 
to perform fo inhuman an aftion. Not being able to conceal themfelves long, they 
were quickly difeovered by thefe wicked wretches, who, coming towards them leaping 
with great indignation, they foon drove the poor fathers out of the place they had fo 
taken pofleliion of. Father. Francis hereupon was fo littlfc difmayed, that crowding 
boldly through the thickeft of the Negroes, he was not afraid to reproach their King 
of unheard-of cruelty : fome courtiers hearing this, immediately flew upon him, and 
beating afid ufing him very unmercifully, tore him out of the crowd ; when clofing 
up their ranks again, they performed their inhuman facrifice. Afterwards they gave 
their fathers to underftand, that it wtls their King’s pleafure that they Ihould forthwith 
depart his kingdom. Which command they being not very ready to comply with, 
the next morning they fet upon them again, u 1th intention to have killed them ; which 
they neverthelefs did not do, by reafon they .were informed by two of the courtiers 
there prefent, that the King would have them brought alive before him^ Going there- 
fore courageoufly to the palace, they were notwithftanding admitted to no other 
audience but Itripes and reproaches in great plenty ; and afterwards told, in reviling 
terms, that it was the King’s exprefs order that they fliould forthwith be gone out of 
his dominions. Notwithftanding which, great numbers of thefe infolent Negroes flew 
upon them like fo many hornets, and hurried them away to a noifome prifon. Here 
they remained no lefs than three months, being bufi’etted, fcoft'ed, and fcorned at all 
the while. At laft, not contented with this ill ufage, they fold them for flaves to the 
Hollanders ; who, taking more pity upon them than thef^ infidels had done, fet them 
afliore not long afterwards, fafe and fimnd, in the Prince’s Ifland. Hence they writ 
to the facred college to inform them of what had happened to them ; but were 
anfwered, that the church had already martyrs enough, and but two miflioners in that 
kingdom, and therefore they fliould not for the future expofe themfelves fo much in 
its fervice, but proceed warily among thofe»aew converts. 

Another perfecution was undergone with cheerful countenances, and undifturbed 
fouls, by two other friars in the ifland of St. Thomas, in their journey to the kingdom 
of Ouueri, contiguous with that of Benin, in both of which there were new millions 
eftablilhed, and the Father-fuperior, at that time Father Francis da Monteleone, lived 
in the aforefaid ifland. The vice-fuperior. Father Angelo Maria d’Aiaccio, of the pro- 
vince of Corfica, together with Father Bonaventura da Firenze, having but juft fet 
footing in the kingdom of Ouueri, they were very courtedufly received by that King. 
This prince was better bred than ordinary, having been brought up amongft the Por- 
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tuguefe, whofe latjguage he was an abfolute mafter of, and could befides write and 
read, a qualification unufual among thefe Ethiopian princes. Al||3fl; at the firft fight 
of the King, the vice-fuperior broke out into thefe words : “ ff^Your Majefty does 
d^re to have me to continue within your dominions, you muft lay yoiu irjunftions 
on your fubjefts, that they embrace the holy ftate of matrimony, according to our 
rites and ceremonies ; and moreover, that whereas now the young men and women 
go naked till they are marriageable, I defire Your Majefty to command that they may ' 
all go covered.” To which the'King anfwered, that as to what related to his fubjefts, 
he would take '.are they Ihould comply with his requeft ; but as for himfelf, he could 
never confeni to do it, vmlefs h'^ were married to a White* as fome of his predeceffors 
had been. But what White would care to marry with a Black, even though he were 
a crowned head, cfpecially among the Portugiiefe, who naturally defpife them.? iLver- 
thelefs the pious Father, trufting in God’s providence to promote his own glory, gave 
no repull'e to the obftinate monarch, but feemed to approve of all he faid. To bring 
this good work to cflcct, he immediately departed, taking his way towards the ifland of 
St. 'I homas, fituaie under the equinoctial line, ^nd reckoned one of the nine countries 
conquered by the Portuguefe in Africa. There he made it his bufinefs to enquire after 
a White woman that would marry a Black that was a crowned head. Whereupon he 
was informed that there was one in that ifland, though of mean condition, whofe 
poverty and ineannefs w ere neverthelefs ennobled by a virtuous education, and comely 
perfonage. Notwiihftanding he was told that this woman was proper fi»r the purpofe, 
yet had he not the courage to fpeak to her uncle about her, under whofe care and pro- 
tection flie was ; but contriving how to bring about his deiign, with a lively faith in 
God, one day while he was faying mafs, he turned himfelf al>out to the albrefaid per- 
fon, conjuring him, in the prefence of all the people, in the name and lor the fervice 
of the moft high God, not to deny him one requeil, wliich was, that he would let his 
niece marry the King of Ouucri, which would greatly contribute to, if not totally 
effeCl:, the converfion of that kingdom. At tlie hearing of this, the good man being 
wrought upon by the pious miflioner’s reafons, could not prevent weeping, and bowing 
down his head, as a token of his confent. 

The young lady, not long afterwards, having firft taken leave of her relations, fet 
out w'ith fome few Portuguefe, and the milfioner, for the aforel'aid kingdom. 

Being juft entered the confines, fhe was joyfully and univerfally falutcd by the people 
for their Queen, having triumplial arches raifed to her, and feveral other demonftra- 
tions of joy paid her by the inhabitants. 

Being arrived at the King’s palace, flic was received by that monarch like .another 
Rachel by Jacob, Efthcr hy Ahafliucrus, or Artemifia by Maufolus ; and afterwards 
married by him, after the Chriftian manner, thereby giving a gocul example to his 
fubjeCts, who foon forl’ook their former licentious principles, and I’libmitted to be re- 
ftrained by the rules of the golpel, that is, were all married according to the rites and 
ceremonies of the church. 

After four years million into thefe jiartsi; the aforclaid two Farlicis tranfported them- 
felves into the ifland of St. Thomas, partly to proceed further in the duties of their 
office, and partly to oblige the King, who commanded it. ft’his good intention of 
theirs, it feenis, the devil envied, for he raifed up a certain ccclefiaflical perfon there 
againft them, who extremely envied our two miflioners. This perion had been accuf- 
tomed, Joefore their arrival, to go every fix mouths to the kingdom of Ouueri to 
baptize that people, which brought him in the profit of a Have a month, and another 
from the King, in confideration of his charge and trouble ; but now finding himfelf 
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deprived of this gaiil for four years, he, together with others not well affed:ed to 
religion, raifed the , ^;a:ueleft perfecution againlt thefe poor Fathers that could pteffibly 
have been thought on. He accufed them to the governor of the ifland for enemies to 
the crown of Portugal, and that they travelled about thofe countries with falfejpafles j 
and moreover, that to his knowledge, and in his hearing, they had debaucHM the 
minds of the King and Queen of Ouueri, and befides held correfpondence with the 
enemies of the Portuguefe dominions. All this the governor heard patieitfly, yet did 
not immediately refolve to have thefe innocent Fathers'feized j whereupon one of thofe 
that had accompanied the Queen to Ouueri, faid to him, “ Take care, my lord, of 
what you do, left, apprehending thefe apoftolical milfioners, you create a difference 
between the crown of Portugal and the fee of Rome. We are much obliged to thefe 
holy men for raifing our country-woman to a crown.” The governor would not med- 
dle with thefe holy men, but ordered them to be fent to Loanda, where there were 
likewife great complaints made againft them by the aforefaid prieft and his adherents. 

Hence they were font to the tribunal at Lifbon, where, being declared innocent, in 
that they had fufBcicnt authority from the crown for what they had afted, their accufers 
were cited to appear to make good, if they could, their allegations ; which not being 
able to do, the chief calumniator, the ecclefiaftic, fled to Brazil, and the others to 
other places for protedion. 

Father Bonaventura da Firenze, on account of his great indifpofitions, returned to 
Italy ; but Father Angelo Maria direflied his courfe anew towards the ifland of St. 
Thomas, where, having performed the part of a good miffionary, and a good Chriftian, 
teaching by his exemplary life what his tongue omitted, he returned after fome time to 
Lifbon, and died there. Until our coming into this part of Ethiopia, thefe kingdoms 
had not feen the face of any other miffioner ; and every time any Ihip came to anchor 
in their harbours, the natives would alk the feamen if they had any Capuchin on 
board. And if they were anfwered that they had not, then would they fly into a 
paffion, and cry out, “ Muft we then always lead our lives thus like beafts, and never 
have any prieft^s come to teach us better 

Whilft I was at Loanda, they writ to our fuperior. Father John da Romano, to fend 
them fome fpiritual labourer. He fent their letter to the facred college, who writ back, 
that for the prefent Father Montcleone fhould go to the ifland of St. Thomas, and 
build a convent there, to the end that whenever any miffioners came thither, they 
might the eafier tranfport themfelvcs into thefe kingdoms. If there were milEoners 
fumcient fent, efpecially from the facred college, and the apoftolic fee, I dare be pofi- 
tive they would find the converfion of this part of Ethiopia' eafy enough, the people 
thereof confeffing already, that they believe the fucceffor of St. Peter to be a moft holy 
perfon, and one that cannot err ; and confequently thofe that are fent by him are like 
him, and therefore they have no fufpicion of the Italians, which would not be in 
refpet.1 of other nations, in regard to their political ftate. This happinefs, peculiar to 
our nation, gives us authority to go in our habits into their innermoft receffes, which 
priefts of other countries would not be perlnitted to do. Neverthelefs the devil, the 
author of all ill, does oftentimes work fo by his minifters, that he gives us fome dif- 
turbance, which, notwithftanding, fignifies little or nothing, great numbers having 
been in few years converted heife. If I fhould fay myfelf, that I have done that good 
office for thoufandfi and thoufands, I am fure I mould not lie j for I can be pofitive, 
that of men, women, and children, I have baptized no lefs than thirteen tboufand, 
and caufed very many to marry. The fhort time I did this in, will be the lefs won- 
dered at, if the great numbers of people here be confidered ; and that, as I have* faid 
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before Jn another place, one of our order alone baptized opwar^of fifty thoufand. 
Alfo, Father Jerom da Montefarchio, of our province of Naples, (i^ofe painful travels 
and cood qualities have already been made known to the world by another haad,) told 
me lumiidfy before his death, that within the fpace of twenty years continuance in thefe 
parts, he baptized above one hundred thoufand perfons, and amongft the reft, the 
King, or rather Duke of Congobella, tributary to the King of Micocco, together with 
his nephew,%nd feveral other peifons of quality. 

That thefe fert of people have been given to idolatry, and the eating of man’s flefli, 
I cannot deny ; 5ut then I muft affirm, that they readily embrace Chriftianity, and 
reap the fruit of it, as may appear by what happened to me. Our interpreter had z 
certain black Have, a very ftrtjng fellow, but blind and obftinate to the goqd ‘^avice 
jwas given him by his mauer to abjure paganifm, and embrace the Chriftian faith. His 
anfwer, in defence of his principles, was, Th^ the elephant never eats fait, (fo they 
- call baptizm in their language,) and yet he became fat and large, and lived a long 
while. It feems the holy baptifm, in thdr dialeft, is called Minemungu, which is as 
much as to fay, to feafon the bleffed fait. If any one fhould alk, if fuch a one were 
a Chriftian or a Pagan ; if a Chriftian, they would anfwer. He is a Chriftian, for 
he has tafted of the fait that has been bleffed by the prieft. You muft obfcrve, that if 
any of thefe had been baptized with water alone, he would not have been very well 
fatisfied. Now this flave fpoken of before, happening to be grievoufly fic^i, 1 went to 
vifit him, and ufing a great many fpiritual arguments to him, found it not difficult to 
convert him. He yielded to my propofals, and was baptized, to the great fafisfadlion 
of his mafter, as well as himfelf, and afterwards married to a Chriftian woman there 
prcfent. The third day after, he died, changing his flavery in this life for a glorious 
liberty in the other. 

To fay that the Negroes, and efpecially Giaghi, are always obftinate and perverfe, 
and man-eaters, is not to be made an objpftion againft them, becaufe our Saviour fays, 

Thofe that are well do not ftand in need of a phyfician and the worfe the diftem- 
per, the more need of cure. This will appear by the only inftance of tKe converfion 
of the Queen of Singa ; this Queen, with the greateft part of her people, was con- 
verted by the great pains of Father Anthony Laudati da Gaeta of our order ; the man* 
ner whereof was told me by a Portuguefe captain that was prefent when it was done. 
He faid, the Queen and the aforefaid Father Anthony were ftanding together dif- 
courfing, when all of a fudden the friar thus befpoke the Queen : “ Madam, when I 
behold fo many large and fruitful valleys, enriched and adorned with ,fo many cryftal 
Itreams, and defended from the injuries of weather by fuch high and plcafant hills, all 
under Your Majefty’s command, I cannot forbear being fo bold, us to alk you who 
was the author of all thefe ? Who fecundated the ground, and afterwards ripens the 
fruit r” To which the Queen, without the leaft hefitalion, readily anfwered, “ My 
anceftors.” “ Then,” replied the Capuchin, “ docs Your Majefty enjoy the whole 
power of your anceftors ?” “ Yes,” anfwnred Ihe, “ and much more, for over and 

above what they had, I am abfolute miftrefs of the kingdom of Matamba.” The pious 
friar hearing this, ftooped to reach a flender ftraw' that lay upon the ground, and having 
taken it up, cried to the Queen, “ Madam, pray do mg the favour to caufe this to 
hang without holding in the air.” The Queen turned away her face, and looked fcorn- 
fully at a requeft fo infignificant and inconiiderable. The friar reinforced his petition, 
earneftly entreating Her Majefty to comply with his defires ; whereupon proffering to 
put it into her hand, Ihe let it fall. Father Anthony ftooped again to take it up, but 
the Qu£en )>eing the more nimble of the two, got hold of it before him : “ The rea- 
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fon,” qooth the fri^r, “ why the ftraw fell was, becaufe Your Majefty did not com 
mand it not to fall but now be pleafed to order it to hang of itfelf, without Itelp, irf 
the air.’* She did fo, but it would not obey. Whereupon the zealous friar broke out 
into the following expreflions : ” Be it known to Your Majefty, O Queen, that your 
anceftors have no otherwife been authors of thefe fair fields and fprings, than you are 
thft fupport of this ftraw ; but that the great Creator of heaven and earth, Chrift 
Jefus, the only Son of God, and the fecond Perfon pf the Trinity, whofe image you 
have here upon this crucifix, made thofe and all things elfe, that is, was the firft caufe 
of all.” Then the Queen humbled herfelf, and bowing her royal head, fubmitted to 
own the truth, embracing the holy faith, wherein Ihe not long after died ; and which 
flie had before received in her younger days, but apoftati^ed from it. 

The Ethiopians are not fo dull and ftupid as is commonly imagined, but rather more 
fubtle and cunning than ordinary, as may appear by what happened to a certain French 
fea -captain at Mina, on the coaft of Africa, which he told me himfelf, and was confirmed 
to me by a Portuguefe of the illand of St. Thomas, who was an eye-witnefs of it. This 
captain failing along the coafts where tne mines are, and thinking to exchange his mer- 
chandize for gold, was unfortunately made a prize by a Hollander, who feizing his Ihip, 
and putting the feamen in irons, carried their captain, under a ftrong guard, afliore 
before .the governor, who for a welcome ordered him to u clofe prifon, loaded with 
irons, and t« be looked after by about thirty ftrong Blacks, where he expetted nothing 
but death. The chief of thefe Negroes perceiving the prifoner to bear fo manfully 
what was fo wrongfully oft'ered him, by an earneft and ftedfaft look on him, difeovered 
both his pity and concern for fo great injuftice done him. At laft, being encouraged 
by the gravity and modefty of his countenance, which promifed a great deal of pru- 
dence and diferetion, he approached him, and faid to him, “ Since you have done no- 
body any harm, and your enemies have behaved thenil'elves immoderately rigorous to- 
wards you, not only in imprifoning, but likeMdlc in depriving you of your goods and 
life, I offer ipyfelf, led thereunto by a principle of abhorrence of fuch aftions, to free 
you.” The captain taking heart at this profler of the Negro’s, anfwcred him ; “ If 
thou haft courage fufficient to deliver me from death, and conduct me in fafety to my 
fhip, I will in recompence reward thee with whatever thou canft aik. But how,” con- 
tinued he, “ is it poflible for me to have fo good fortune, when there are fo many ap- 
pointed to look after me ?” “ Leave that to me,” replied the Ethiopian, “ for I do 

not doubt but 1 lhall be able, by the help of iix of my companions whom I have already 
engaged, to carry you off fafe to your fliip. The way I have propofed to do it is, by 
making the reft of my companions dead drunk with good wine, which will give us that 
are your friends a liberty to ail as we pleafe.” He was not long afterwards as good as 
his word, and the fuccefs of his endeavours anfwered his expediatioii. The captain 
looked upon his deliverer to be rather an angel fent from heaven to his afliftance, than 
a black Ethiopian. As foon as they were got out of the prifon, they made all the hafte 
they could, directing their fteps all that p.ight through thick woods and unfrequented 
paths, till at length they got fafe to the jwrt. The Negro went aboa' d the Ihip, where 
he acquainted the Dutch guard, that the governor had fet at liberty both the captain 
and his crew, and, therefore, •advifed them to free their prifoners from their fetters, and 
fet them at liberty. The Hollanders immediately obeyed this order, giving credit to 
what word the Negro had brought them, he having been always looked upon for an 
honelt fellow ; and, receiving a fmall reward, departed. *' 

The captain feeing himfelf mailer of his fliip, returned his unfeigned thanks to hea- 
ven for his prefervation, and then fetting open all his chefts, offered his preferv'er what 
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jecompeiice he would have : all which the We^ro refufed, ^lledg^g that what fervice 
he had done him, was wholljr on account of his being a man of honour, and in com- 
miferation of his condition, and not out of any intereft or advantage which he propofed 
to himfidf thereby ; and further, that if he pl^ed to accept of his and his companions 
fervice, they would follow him wherefoever he went. “ If that be your intention,” 
replied the gbliged Frenchman, ‘‘ let us fet fail and be gone, and I Ihall always endea- 
vour to proportion my gratitude tnd acknowledgments to your merits.” This faid, the 
feamen did nO? yifeigh their anchors, but cut their cables, and, hoifting fail at the fame 
time, to avoid falling afrefh into the Hollanders* hands, llyod their courfe diredly for 
France. The great civilities flicwed both to this Negro and his companions throughowi 
the whole voyage, are not to be expreffed : the feamen would often compliniv it them, 
and efpecially their chief, calling him their deliverer. When they came to land, the 
captain’s relations and friends ftrove which Ihould oblige thefe Blacks moft. When 
they had been about three months afliorc, the Negroes advifed the captain to freight his 
Ihip anew with»fome rich merchandize and curiofities, and to fail towards a place called 
Chinea, where they could condu£l him to a port not fubjeft to the Hollanders, and 
known to them, where he might gain w'hat profit he plcal'ed without any danger. Who 
now could have millrulled the prefervers of their lives ? The captain therefore con- 
fidering of the propofal, and knowing it to be as they had told him, the pl^ce they 
named being below the mines, freighted his fliip accordingly, and fet fail«gain towards 
the eaflern coalls of Africa. Coming to an anchor in the ifland of St. Thomas to take 
in frelh provifions, where the wind and current are always fair for Chinea or ’Mina, he 
made what hafte he could to put again to fea : at his firfl coming out, he had a very 
gentle gale, but flood ready againfl the trade or fettled wind came up, which thePortu- 
guefe call Viracao, which there rifes and falls every fix hours with the tide. Then 
fpreading their fails, the mariners, except the pilot, flccrl'nan, and another perfon, toge- 
ther w'ith the fubtle Negroes, who watched for fome ill purpofe, fell alleep. One of 
thefe Negroes fet himfelf to cutting of w'ood, to the end that with the i\oilc of the ax 
he might drown what the others intended to do. The others knocked out the brains of 
four ot the feamen, together with the pilot, and their dcfigns were to have murdered 
all ; but as Providence would have it, the captain liearing of what had happened by 
means of a little boy, fnalching up a cutlafs and two brace of piftols, and finding the 
door bolted without, he was forced to get out at a port-hole ; when he came upon deck, 
and faw fome of his men lying dead, and others defending themfelves, he called out to 
wake the reft of the feamen, and then falling on, foon difpatched four of the Negroes, 
amonglt whom was their chigf, whole head w-as inltantly cut oif, and his body font to 
feed the lharks. The three that remained, Jhaving ftrlt contclled, that their plot was to 
have murdered all the fhip’s crew , and afterwards to have run away to their own country 
with the veffel, boafting what a trick they had put upon the Chriftians of Europe, paid 
the merit of their folly, for thev were immediately hanged up at the yard-arm. This 
happening in fight of the ifland of St. I’hoir.tis, the people from tlio lliore fired upon the 
fliip to know the occafion of it ; but the captain hanging out a white flag, fent his boat 
afhore to acquaint them how he had Ixten ufed by the Negroes, which extremely fur- 
prifed both the iflanders and iome others that heard It ;'‘but they more efpecially won- 
dered bow thofe fubtle Blacks could harbour fo ill a defign fo long. * 'Hie captain fur- 
‘ ther told ^me, that after this he would needs go to Sogno to fee the river Zaire, and try 
if he coul^ thereby get into the kingdom of the Abyflinians belonging to Prefter-John’ 
He W9;S informed that that river, by reafon of the great number of iflands in it, and the 
feveral canals and rivers that run into it, was not at all fafe for great Ihips to fail in : he 
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neverthelefs was refplved to venture to fatfllfy himfelf in what he had prbpofe(%. Bdn^ 
obliged to pafs by the kingdom of Angoij, which lay on the other fide of the river, the 
inhabita n t s thereof, perceiving a fliip coming along with fuch people on board as they 
had never feen or heard of before, fent out a canoe to them to tell them they muft come 
and anchor in Capinda, a port of the faid kingdom. ( And likewife having further un- 
derftood, that they were going to make difcoveries up the river, they let them know, 
that if they would comply with their requeft, and cotne to harbour in their port, they 
ihould thence be conduced in their difcovery, and buy as many flares and as much 
ivory as they pleafed. But jibove all things they advifed them not to touch upon Sogno, 
affirming that people were enemies to the Whites, and not many years before had made 
a great ^tighter among them. The captain, to fatisfy thefe people, left a boat laden 
with goods with two mariners in it, and failed away. The Negroes carried them up 
into the country, and divided the merchandize among themfeives. Fifteen days paft, and 
no news was heard of the faid two feamen, nor even of any trade or traffic fettled by 
their means, and yet the Negroes gave good words, and went daily abbkrd the fliip to 
preferve a good correfpondence, drinking and caroufing at the captain’s expence. At 
length the Mani or governor of Capinda coming on board himfelf, accompanied with 
five or fix followers, the French captain on a hidden caufed them to be feized and clapped 
under hatches in irons, threatening that unlefs the two ma'riners with their merchan- 
dize were fpsedily reftored, he would not only carry them away for flaves, but likewife 
as many others of that kingdom as he could meet. We Capuchins perfuaded the count 
of Sogno to do the captain juftice, who, upon the apprehending the Mani and his com- 
panions, recovered the feamen and part of the goods. To fatisfy for the reft, the An- 
goij were ordered to pay twelve flaves •, which not coming, the captain fet fail with the 
leven he had got, putting the eighth afhore to conduft the twelve flaves affigned to Sog- 
no, where he traded for three hundred flaves, whom he carried to fell in the ifland Hif- 
paniola. The captain himfelf told me he W'ls extremely pleafed that he had got a 
Negro governor to prefent to his King clothed after the fafhion of that country. 

By this relation the reader may perceive that the Negroes are both a malicious and 
fubtle people, and I likewife muft allow that they fpend the moft part of their time 
in circumventing and deceiving ; yet I cannot allow, that becaufe they are a ftubborn 
foil, they muft be left uncultivated } being of fo perverfe a nature as they generally 
are, they require the greater application of inftruflion. But this ftill is to be faid for 
them, that when you come once to eradicate their vicious principles, they feld(nn or 
never return to their ftate of damnation again. 

Grievous no doubt arc the fufierings of the miffioner^in thefe parts, whether yoQ 
confider the length of their travels, their frequent want of ncceflaries, the various 
climates of the countries they pafs through, the fuflbeating and infupportable heats, ^ 
efpecially to us Europeans, who fry within our woollen clothes, the travelling over rocks 
and frightful precipices, the often fleeping upon the bare ground, the being perfecuted 
by wizards and fuch fort of wretches, anti fometimes by bad Chriftians ; and laftly, 
the lofing fo much blood as we are fain to do to preferve our healths, and a thou- 
fand other inconveniences in life, which cannot be here enumerated ; all which are 
neverthelefs pleafing to thofe who undergo them on account of its being for God’s 
fake they fuffer, ‘w'ho being a remunerator anhmrum, both can and will reward them. 

As to my return from Africa, it was truly through mere neceflity, and at which 1 * 
was not a little concerned, when I confidered that 1 muft leave fo much work undone 
behind me, and whereof thofe poor kingdoms have fo much need to conduft them ip their 
way to heaven. My departure was principally occafioned by my illnefs, but had I 
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recoveyd my health in Brazil whither I was going, as I prbpofed to myfelf, my inten- 
"tions yme to have returned once more to Ethiopia j but my recbvery proved fo very 
flow, and I found myfelf fo exceedingly weak, that I laid all thofe thoughts afide. 
Arriving not long after at Bahia, the principal city of Brazil, I was for a Ihort time 
entertained very courteoufly in s French convent of our order, whofe friars ufed their 
utmoft diligence to procure me*a good captain to tranfport me fick as I was to LUbou • 
They firft fpoke to a countrymaK of theirs, and who offered to carry and provide me 
a convenient cebin becaufe 1 was fick, but I muff go as a paffenger, and not as chaplain, 
and that becaufe he would not fubmit to the laws of Portugal, which make it a crime 
for any fhip to fail without on^,. 1 told him, as I had formerly done the other captai'^. 

at the beginning of my voyage to Africa, that if he would needs exclude me froxji the 
duties of my function, I mull neceffarily refufe his offer, being willing to earn my diet 
and paffage, and fo we parted. 1 was afterwards requefted by the governor of Maflan* 
gano, who came with us from the kingdom of Angola, and from whom I had received 
ieveral civilities in our voyage, to go along with ^irn to Portugal ; I tliankfully accepted 
his offer, and in three months’ time, in conspahy of a fleet of twenty-eight fliips laden 
with tobacco and fugars, by the afliftance of a favourable wind and good weather, we 
reached the height of Lifbon. 

It being almofl night before we got near the port, but three of our fliips could get 
in, viz. that I was in, the Frenchman, and another, the reft being to kee)j out ^t fea all 
that night, and the greateft part of the next day, by rcafon the tide was againft them. At 
day-break the phyfician came on board us three, to fee what ftate of health we w'ere in ; 
but before he approached, the Frenchman thinking it had been a cuftorn-houfe Felucca, 
went to hide a certain quantity of tobacco he had in his powder-room, but through a 
fatal mifearriage letting a fpark from the candle fall on one of the ban els, the pow'der 
took fire and blew up the poop of the fliip, whereby the water flowing into the reft of 
the Ihattercd veffel, it funk iir a trice none of the people that were in her cfcaped, 
but only fuch a., could fwim, and they made fliift to get to fliore, or elfe were taken qp 
by boats. If this fliip had not funk as flie did after Ihe was blown up,* what damage 
might flie not have done us that were very near her ! Having obferved the great 
efcape I and my fellow-voyagers had, I fell on my knees, and returned iiiy unfeigned 
thanks to the Moft High for our prefervation, and especially in that I happened not to 
go in that unfortunate fliip. I'his accident was reported about among tlie vulgar to 
have been a judgment on the faid fliip for not having a chaplain on board her. 

At length we landed, which we had no fooner done, but I and Father Francis da 
Pavia, a chaplain in another fliip, and niy companion all the way from Ethiopia, fell 
down on our knees again to' return heaven thanks for our fafe arrival in Portugal j we 
then went immediately to wait on the King, who being gone that day out of the city 
to vifit the Infanta his daughter, we w a re fain to defer that intention. At his return 
His Majefty being informed of our defigns, and having f arce alighted, fent prefently 
for us : but the ineflengers not finding us it\ the city, came to our convent, where they 
met us and gave us to underftand, that we might go to the court whenfoever we pleafed, 
the King being very defirous to fee us. We loft no time, but immediately repaired to 
court, and were admitted to audience. 

The King’s countenance was extremciy pleafing, and his recejition gf us very friendly, 
ftanding out of refpect to us with his hat all the .while in his hand ; he kifled our 
habits, dhd then began to fpeak of our order and million, and efpecially of us Italian 
miflioners, for whom he faid he had a very particular refpeft, having been often in- 
formed how much good we had done, and did daily for God’s fervice and that 
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altliough it was true that he had forbid any foreign prieft to exercife thejjwfuadion 
within his conquefts in thofe parts, yet he did by no means defign to exclude his Italian 
Capuchins thereby. .Thefe words he fpoke not only once, but repeated as often as 
any opportunity offered in difcourfe. 

I muft not forget the civilities (hewed me here by Signior Nicolo Bonacurfi, a gen- 
tleman of Florence, who took me from our convent Lt Li(bon to tranfport me to Leg- 
horn, proffering me withal a neceffary fubfiftence for tj;ie whole voyage. Herein never- 
theleis the captain of the (hip oppofed him, telling me that I (liould eat at his table ; 
but Signior Nicolo notwithftanding would not be refufed the fending a fervant along 
with me to wait on me, which I muft own the fellow did with a great deal of obfequi- 
oufnefs and diligence. Signior Nicolo would alfo have lifted a Felucca to carry me to 
Naples ; which I refiifing, he recommended me to the Marquis Pucci at Leghorn, to 
the end that he might fee me provided with neceffaries for my farther voyage to Genoa, 
whither I was bound. We not long after fet fail, and arrived at Leghorn in a (hort 
time, whence in a few days I went on board a (liip called the Holy Rofe, and with a 
profperous gale foon got to Genoa. As we were going to enter the port about mid- 
night, the wind all of a hidden chopped about full in our teeth, forcing us back to 
fea again. About break of day, while we were making for the mouth of the bay to 
get in, a French man of war was juft coming out, who peVxeiving us failed, made up 
to us, keepiiiig to windward ; her captain as he came nearer hailed us to fend our 
boat on board, but ours taking little or no notice of him failed on ; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to the windward of us again, giving us to underftand, that being 
we were a man of war like himfelf, he was obliged by an exprefs order from his King 
either to force us aboard or to fmk us. At the hearing of this, all our (liip’s company 
were extremely concerned, and that efpecially bccaufe the day before, at the difeovery of 
Genoa, we had difeharged all our cannon, except thirteen, which we referved to falute 
the holy crofs in the faid city. Our mufquet^ likewife were all laid up in the gun- 
room, and our feamen had put on their belt clothes to go alhore ; neverthelefs, laying 
afide all fear or delay, two of our officers got ready what arms they had, and ranged 
both paffengers and feamen, except only thole that were quartered at the aforefaid great 
guns, on the decks, in expectation of the enemy’s being as good as his word, fince we 
had abfolutely refufed to comply with his commands. What a buz and rumour was 
to be heard every where then amongft the armed foldiers and feamen I For my part 
1 almoft thought 1 was in hell, and which put me in mind of that verfe of Virgil’s in 
his ftxth iEneid, 

Stridor ferri, tradatijiic catci^at. 

At length to prevent what inconveniences might have enfued fo ralh an engagement, 
the French captain fent his brother on board us to fee who we were, who coming near 
us, and perceiving what preparations we had made for a fight, and moreover hearing 
from us that we were Genoefe," cried out^ “ To what purpofe are all thefe warlike 
preparations, fince there is peace between us and Genoa ?” We anfwered him, that 
at fea we ought always to be on our guard againft accidents we might meet with, and 
for aught we knew his (hip might be no French man of war, becaufe it was a common 
thing to put out (alfe colours. He then demanded what number of men we had on 
board, having perceived a great many on the deck ; we told him we were four hun- 
dred, and in truth we were fo many. At laft he acquainted us, that he had orders 
from his mafter to demand all Frenchmen he could meet with, except merchants, on 
board any vcffel whatever, and defired to know if we had any fuch among us ; 
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fearcTi made, and all that were found delivered immediately, except a drummer 
who hra himfelf, fo that much time was fpent before he could be found, but at laft he 
went with the reft. This done, the’ Frenchman departed peaceably, and left us to 
purfue our entrance into the port, which we immediately did, and being lafely got in, 
call anchor before the city. . 

It might have proved a more tftan ordinary damage to us, had we engaged this French * 
veffel, by reafon that over and ^ovc a great quantity of merchandize of different kinds 
which we had on board, we had likewife above a million and a half of money belonging 
to merchants, a5 alfo a great deal of uncoined and unwroiight filver. Our fiiip carried 
befides all the money that had oeen colledled that year iti Spain by the commiffary of 
the croifade, as likewife feveral other fums given in charity towards the canonk'*".^ of 
two faints at Rome. 

As I obferved fome things in my way through the city of Lifbon when I went to 
Congo, fo I cannot help taking notice here of another particular which I heard there as 
I came back : it was about a law made by the King of Portugal concerning excefs in 
apparel. It feetns the French merchants id' before been accuftomed every year to 
introduce new fafliions in clothes after their own fancies, and drefling babies in them, 
to expofe them to the view of the people, who prefenlly bought up thofe garments, and 
fo had a new falhion every year, 'whereby the fellers were enriched, and the buyers 
impoverifhed ; fo that moll of the coin of Portugal fell into the hands of thc'French; 
to prevent the exportation whereof, the King railed the value of it. But this he was 
neverthelefs difappointed in, for the French merchants obferving what had been done, 
raifed the value of their goods proportionably, and the people were fojar infatuated, 
that they were refolved t6 have them whatever they coft them. 'I’lie King feeing this, 
publilhed another proclamation to prohibit his fubjeds the wearing of any filk, gold or 
filver, and withal commanded them to confine themfelves to bays, or fuch Ituffs as were 
the manufadure of the country, prohibiting alfo foreign hats and ftockings. And the more 
to incline his fubjects to the obferving of this law, he himfelf firlt fet them an example. 
As for what filk, gold or filver the church required, he ordered certain conimillioners 
to procure what was neceffary for that purpolc from Venice, and elfewhere, but which 
was to be fealed to prevent any greater quantities being imported. By thefe means 
fuperfluous expences have been wholly banilhed this kingdom and its conquefts ; and 
if other nations would take example by them, luxury would not be fo rampant, nor 
vice fo triumphant. More might be faid upon this fubjed, but 1 fear I have fufficiently 
tired my reader already, and therefore lhall here conclude the relation of ray voyage 
into fouthern Africa. 
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an appendix to the VAyage to Congo, &c. 

A Letter from the Kin^ of Congo to the Author ^ upon arrival at the Port of Ango ij 
Written in PortuguefCt and thus '■'n Englifh. 

The Superfcription. 

To the very reverend Father, Father Jerom da Sorento, a Capuchin and Apollollc 

Milfioner, whom God prefervc. 

Molt reverend Father, 

I RECEIVED Your Reverence's kind letter, with a great deal of joy and fatisfaftion foi 
the favour Your Reverence has done me. Having underflood your fafe arrival at Ca- 
pinda, I was very glad of it, and do kefeech God always to preferve you in the like 
flate of health for the future, to the end that we the unworthy fervants of God may 
reap the benefit of it. For my part I fhall ever be ready to obey all Your Reverence’s 
commands as your fpiritual fon, as will likewife your fpiritual daughter Donna Potenti- 
ana my mother. We both earneftly defire to our power to fhew our rea4inefs to ferve 
you. iVioft j;everend Father, I have comprehended all Your Reverence writ to me, 
extremely well ; but, O my Father, I know not how I fhall be able to be fufliciently 
thankful to God for his mercy, in promifing me the fight of your loving countenance ! 
Come then fjfcedily and perfonally to the afliftance and relief of thofe poor fouls that 
defire to receive benediftion from your facred hands. It is moft true what I tell you, 
for our fouls are all on fire to fee Your Reverence as they ought ; and therefore, moft 
holy Father, haften Your Reverence’s journey, purfuant to your promife by your mef- 
fenger, that we may receive you with joy and feftivals. I conjure you, proftrate at your 
holy feet, as an apoftolic raiffioner and fon of the bleffed St. Francis, to hearken to my 
words. 1 befeech you, let me hear from Your Reverence from Loanda, for 1 have 
feveral important matters to communicate to you, which will extremely contribute to- 
wards the increafe of Chriftianity. For this purpofe, I fent my favourite Garzia Mi- 
chael to wait upon and condud Your Reverence to my palace. He will bring a Have 
along with him, whom I beg Your Reverence to accept, though but an inconfiderable 
prefent. 1 fhall trouble Your Reverence with no more; God preferve you, and I 
humbly recommend myfelf to your holy facrifices. 

Your Reverence’s Son, the Prince of Congo, 

Don John Emanuel Gritho, 

Who treads on the lion in the kingdom of his mother. 

Leniba, F#. 22. i688. 


I believe I fhall not greatly difpleafe my reader, if I add here the cuftoms of thefe 
Ethiopians in their eating and drinking at feafts, which they commonly celebrate with 
great numbers, and at night. A great company being got together, they fit round in 
a rmg upon the green grafs ; which having done, a large thick round wooden platter is 
placed in the midft of them ; this platter is called by them Malonga : the eldeft Qf them, 
whom in their language they call Maculuntfi, or Cocolocangi, is to divide and difpenfe 
to every one his portion, wliich he performs with that 'exadnefs, that if there happen 
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*"10 be a Bit better dian ordinary, that is likewdfe divided pr<^rtionabIy among the com- 
pany. By^efe means there are no complaints or murmurs to be heardamongft them, 
but every one is contented with what is allotted him. When they drink, they make 
ufe of neither cups nor glalTes, to the end that every man may have what is judged 
fufficient for him and no more. The judge of this is the Maculuntu, who holds the 
Moringo, or flalk, to the perfon’sjmouth that drinks; and when he thinks he has 
drank fufficient, he pulls it away. H-liis is praftifed all along even to the end of the 
feaft. That which feems ftrangeH; to me is, that if any perfon whatfoever, man or 
woman, great or Inrrall, though not known to them, happens to pafs by where the guefts 
are eating, he or fhe thrufts into the ring, and has an equal Kliare with the reft, with- 
out the trouble of making any compliment,' or fpeaking a word. If this ftn-’t^er 
happens to come after the portions are allotted, then is the carver to take fomething 
from every man’s mefs to make up a lhare for him. If it fo chance that many un- 
invited guefts come, they all have the aforefaid liberty, and may eat and drink as freely 
as if they had been invited. When the travellers nerceive the platter empty, they rife 
up and go their ways .without taking any leave, or returning thanks to the company. 
And though thefe ftrangers have never fo great plenty of provifions along with them 
of their own, as it very often happens they have, yet do they forfake ihcii own for 
that of thefe people. Another thing I much wondered at is, that they never aik thefe 
intruders any queftions, as whence they come, whither they go, or the li^e, bBi all 
matters pafs with fo great filence, that one would think that they therein imit ited the 
ancient law among the Lochri, a people of Achaia, reported by Plutarch, ':n. 

ported that if any one demanded of another what was done, what was i.^i ' ' > r.- 
like, the perfon that afked thofe queftions was to pay a fine. Locnnfium tex ■ f 

peregre recurfus rogabat, Nunquid novi, eum mul6td afficiehat. PJut. de C r " *: 
laudanda. 

It has happened to me, that being about to entertain fome perfons that had h ■ <i 
ferviceable to me, at dinner-time I obferved the number of my guefts greatly increat ; 
whereupon alking who thoie new-comers were, they anfwered, they did riot 
which caufedine to reply, “ Then do ye allow of thofe to eat with ye, wlio have liaa 
no ftiare in your labour ?” To which all the anfwer I could gel from them was, thar 
it was the cuftom fo to do. This charity of theirs feemed to me fo commendable, that I 
ordered their commons to be doubled, being noi a little pleafed to find fo great love and 
amity even amongft pagans. If the like good cuftom were praftifed amongft us, w e 
lltould not have fo many poor indigent wretches die- in the ftrects, and other places, 
merely for want, as there almoft daily do in all countries. 

If this cuftom of theirs be fO well worthy of commendation, another they have no 
lefs deferves blame, that relates to their behaviour towards their wives ; who l)eing 
i^l^ined to work in the fields till noon, whilft their hulbands enjoy thqjjfeives at 
htitne, are obliged at their return to get all things ready for dinner ; ana if they 
happen to want any thing, they muft either bu.y it out of their own money, or barter 
clothes for it according to the cuftom ; I fay out of their own money, or otherwfife at 
their expence, by reafon that the wives here are obliged to find their hufbands with 
meat, and they are to provide wine and clothes for them. Dinner being got ready, 
it is firft fet before the hufband as mafter of the family, who fits down.^lone to table, 
while the wife and children wait diligently about him to ferve him in what he wants. 
When he hc'; eat as much as he can, the remainder comes to the wife and children, who 
may fit down if theypleafe; yet they generally ftand, looking upon it to be their 
duty fo to do. But if after all the hufband has a mind to eat the whole dinner, he 
may do it, and nobody can call h"” I having afked feveral of tliefe people, 
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why they did not admit their wives to fit with them at table ; they anfwered me, that* 
women had a portion given them to that purpofe, and that they were born to ferve and 
obey tile men : which perhaps they would*not have faid, if they had known what the 
poet Claudian aflirmed, that women were Ijprn to keep up the race of mankind, and 
not to be flaves to men. 

Nafcitur ad fruftum mulier prolemq; futuram. ClAvd. in Eutro?. 1 . i. v. 330. 

Thefe are good things for travellers, to eat free-coft at other peoples’ tables ; but 
fometimes it happens that many are eaten and devoured themfelves by a fort of ferpent 
as big as a beam, which 'they meet in the road in their way to Singa, which by look- 
ing on them only kills and confumes them. A perfon that was alTaulted by one of 
thefe prodigious ferpcnts, happened by a lufty ftroke of a fcymitar, to cut him in 
two. The monfter having been thus cruelly ufed, and yet not killed, being you may 
imagine not a little enraged, lay upon the catch among the thick bulhes, to revenge 
itfelf on its enemies ; and foon after two travellers happening to come by, it imme- 
diately crawled out, wounded as it’^Was, and feized upon them, devouring them almofl: 
whole. The neighbours thereabout hearing what had happened to thofe two men, 
refolved to fally out in a numerous body upon this maimed monfter ; which they not 
long afterwards did, but could never meet with it. At /aft a Portuguefe captain taking 
a c6nfiderable number of men along with him, armed with mufquets, fet forth in 
fearch of the ferpent ; but not difeovering it, prefently he let all the company march 
on before, and llaid hiinfelf behind a little. The ferpent perceiving him alone, con- 
fiding in his remaining force, crept out of his hole to leap upon him ; the affrighted 
Portuguefe cried out at the fight of it, and moft of the people that were gone before, 
returning in great hafte, fent fo many bullets into the monfter’s body, that they foon 
difpatched it, after it had been the death of fo many unfortunate paffengers. 

From the death of this monfter, I proceed to fpeak of the fufferings of two of our 
miffioners, caufed to be dragged by the count of Sogno, and then expelled his 
dominions. Thefe two Fathers were. Father Andrew da Buti, and Father Peter da 
Seftola. The then count’s name was Don Pedro de Caftro, who feli^g for them 
into his prefence, and they obeying his commands, he thus fpoke to them : “ How 
comes it to pafs. Fathers, that amongft the pagans there is rain enough and to fpare, 
and we Chriflians have had not the leaft drop ? What can the caule of this be, and 
whence does it proceed ?” The people affirmed that the want of rain proceeded from 
fome relifts Father Andrew had by him, and that they could expeft none as long as 
he kept them. The count upon this immediately commanded him to throw them 
away, and that if, during all the next day there was not fome rain fell, both he and 
companion muft look to thomfelves, and cxpefl to be very ill-ufed. At that time the 
fky wa^gKtremely clear, and fo continued till ' about midnight ; when all of a fuddw 
the heaWns began to be ovcrcaft, and the clouds poured down fo plentiful a ffiovW, 
as was fufficient alone to prepare the earth for feed. Notwithftanding this, which had 
happened through the foie prayers of the two miffioners, the count not caring to have 
them any longer within his dominions, ordered them to undergo the oath of Chilumbo, 
to prove that they were innocent ; but they thinking fuch a trial the moft diabolical 
that could pc^ffibly be imagined, abfolutely refufed to fubmit to it ; whereupon they 
were immediately feized, and moft inhumanly mifufed, dragged about, and all they 
had taken from them. He that was handled worft was Father !tfuti, who died not 
long after of his hurt in the kingdom of Knquella the place of his miffion. This rela- 
tion is to be found confirmed by Father Cornelius van Wouters, a Dutch Francifean 
friar, V'bo affirms it as an eye-witnefe. 

Tb 
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Tbe Explanation of fome few Conghefe Words inf cried in this Worky and made Fnglijh for 

the Eafe of the Reader. 


ACCALA, a man. 

AfFua, a dead corpfe. 

Agariaria, a fori, of wood and fruit that 
ferves to relieve a pain in the Tides. 

Alacardo, a fmaller fort of crocodile. 

Alcatrici, birds each as large .as two hens. 

Aliconde, a fort of exceeding large hollow 
tree. 

Almefega, a tree which diftils a liquor like 
unto frankincenfe. 

Bada, a kind of unicorn. 

Baia, the city of San Salvador, or St. 
Saviour in Brazil. 

Bicoma, a fort of nutmeg-tree. 

Birame, cotton-cloth that goes current for 
money. 

Bolungo, a fort of oath, or way of trial 
among the wizards. 

Boma, a very large kind of ferpent. 

Bonghi, or Libonghi, a fort of money. 

Bordoni, plants fomewhat like vjpes. 

Caboccos, children born of a White and 21 
Brazilian. 

Cacchio, ^ bunch • of fruit as large as a 
man cirecarry. 

Cacazumbu, a wizard. 

Candoua, a boat. 

CapalTa, a wild cow. 

Cappaiva, a tree which yields oil. 

Cariabemba, the devil. • 

Cafciu, a fruit like an apple. 

Cazacaza, Iddney-beans. 

Chegilla, precepts to be obferved, irapofed 
on children by parents. 

Chicheras, a fort of tree with leaves of a 
drying nature. • 

Chigongo, a fort of phyfical purging wood. 

Chiluinbo, another oath or manner of trial 
among the wizards. 

Chinfu, a pot or pipkin. 

Chifecco, wood of a cooling nature. 

Cocco, the palm-fruit. 

Cocglocangi, the oldeft of the company 
that carves at meals. 


■ Colas, a red fruit which is to be eaten 
before one drinks. 

Copras, a fort of venomous ferpents. 
Coricas, hen-parrots. 

Dongo, all fohs of flelh or filh. 

Donno, a fort of fruit that fmelk uke 
cinnamon. 

Evanga, a prieft. 

Eguandi, the mother. 

Em^sa, a fort of palm-tree that yields oil. 
Embambi, a ferpent which kills with its 
tail. 

Embetta, a fort of palm-wine exceedingly 
refrefliing. 

Embuchi, a kind of mulicaljnllrflments. 
Engulamafi, a fyren or mermaid. 

Engulo, a wild-boar. 

Enguflu, a parrot. 

Eutaga, cloth girt about the waill. 

Fuba, millet-flower. 

Fumu, tobacco. 

Ganga, a fort of fuperftitious oath or trial. 
Giaghi, a people who praclife forcery more 
than ordinary. * 

Gnam, a great root that is eaten. 
Guaiavas, a friut like a pear. 

Guria, eating. 

Impallanche, beafts with long wreathed 
horns. 

Jlmpamguazze, wild-cows. 

Incubil, a goat. 

Inzangu, a fpade. 

Mabocche, plants like unto orange-trees. 
Maccacchos, monkeys or aMS. 

Maccutas, fort of ftraw-clom which goes 
current for money. 

Macoluntu, the oldeft in the company 
that carves to the reft. 

Mafucca, a governor. 

Malonga, a wooden plattqr. 

Mamao, a fruit like a melon. 

Maneba, a fort of palm. 

Mandioch, a root whereof flower is made 
for bread. 

Mangas 
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Mangas, a tree whofe boughs hang dovra 
to the ground, and take root again 
therein. 

Mani, a lord or governor. 

|lanimuncu, baptifm. 

Mafa, water. 

Maflamambala, the great millet. 
Maflamambuta, Indian wheat. 

Mattari, ftones, 

Melaffo, palm-wine. ' 

Melaffo Manputo, grape*wine. 
Migna-Migna, a tree good againft poifon. 
Mimgas, glafsK:oral. 

Modello, a garment. 

Molecches, a general name among ^the 
Negroes. 

Mondelli, white. 

Moringo, a flafk. 

Muana, a fon or daughter. 

Muccac&cnas, Negro waiting>maids that 
wait on the Portugucfe women. 
Mulatto, one born of a White and Negro 
* woman. 

Ncafla, a fort of tree. 


K 

Ncocco, a land of large beaft. 
Neubanzampuni, wild nutmegs. 

Ngamba, a fort of little drum. 

Nicefi, a fruit with a crucifix marked in 
the middle of it. 

Nfambi, a kind of wind-mufic. 
Oluchuclie, an oath among- the wizards. 
Pompero, a buyer of flayes. 

Pompo, a market-place. 

Quilumbo, a market. 

Sagoris, littlf apes or monkeys. 

Somacca, a fmall fhip or fmack. 

Soua, lord of any place. 

Surfu, the hen. 

Tambi, funeral ceremonies for dead rela- 
tions. 

Toto, the earth. 

Tubarcos, inhabitants of Brazil. 
Tuberone, a filh not unlike the fhark. 
Tubia, the fire. 

Zabiambunco, God. 

Zacre, a large fpacious river. 

Zerba, an aftimal like unto a wild male. 
Zimbo, money of (hells. 
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THE 

strAnge adventures 

OF 

ANDREW BATTEL, of leigh, in essex, 

> 

SENT BY THE PORTUGUESE PRISONER TO ANGOLA, 

WHO LIVED THERE, AND IN THE ADJOINING REGIONS, NEAR EIGHTEEN YEARS. 


Andrew Battel, his Voyage to the River cf Plate, who, being taken m the Coaji of Brazil, 

was font to Angola. 

TN the year 1589, Abraham Cocke, of Limehoufe, began his voyage toward the 
river of Plate, with two pinnaces of fifty tuns each : the one was called the May- 
morning, the other the Dolphin. We failed from the river Thames the 20th of 
April, and the 26th of the fame month we put into Plymouth, where we took in feme 
provifion for the vopge. The 7th of May we put to fea, and with foul weather were 
beaten back again into Plymouth, where we remained certain days, and tlien proceeded 
on our vowue ; and running along the coaft of Spain and Barbary, we put into the 
road of Sanaa Cruz, and there fet our light-horfe-man together, which we carried in 
two pieces ; Abraham Cocke made great account thereof, thinking that this boat ihould 
have made his voyage. This done, we put to fea, and running along the coaft of 
Guinea, we were becalmed, owing to our being fo near the coaft. 

Here our men fell fick of the fcurvy, in fuch fort, that there were very few found j 
and being within three or Tour degrees of the equinotftial line, we fell hi with the 
<j^Cape de las Palmas, where we had fome refrefliing, wherewith our men recovered. 
The people of the Cape de las Palmas made much of us, faying they would trade with 
US ; but it was but to betray us, for they were treacherous, and were like to have taken 
•our boat, and hurt fome of our men. From this cape, we lay fouth-weft off, but 
the current and the calms deceived us ; fo that we were driven down to the ifle of 
St. Thomas, thinking we were farther oft' to the fea than we were ; and being in dif- 
trefs for wood and water, we went in on the fouth end, between San Tome and the 
iflands Das Rolas, where we rode very fmooth, and with our hght-horfe»man went 
afhore, thinking to have watered, but we found none in the ifland ; here we found 
great ftore of plantains and oranges. We Found a village of Negroes, frhich are lent 
nrom San Tome, for the Portuguefe of San Tome to ufc when their flaves be fick or 
to lend them thither to get their fttength again, for the iflands are very fruitful j 

* From JPurchas’s Coll. 
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and though there be no frefh water, yet they maintain themfelves with the wine of the 
palm-trees. Having refrelhed ourfelves with the, fruit of this ifland, we burned the 
village ; and running on the eaft fide of San Tome, we came before the town, but we 
durll not come near, for the caftle (hot at us, which hath very good ordnance in it. 

’" Then we lay eaft by fouth of the main, and in tweijty-four hours we had fight of the 
Cape de Lopo Gonfalves". and being within three leagues of the faid cape, we call 
about and ftood again toward the ifland of San Tome, and turned upon the weft: fide 
of the ifland ; and coming to a little river, which runneth out of the mountains, we 
went onthore with our light-horl'e-man, with fix or feven butts to fill with water. But 
the governor had embolked one hundred men of the ifland ; and when we were on 
ihore they came upon us and killed one of our men, and, hurt another : wherefore we 
retired to our boat, and got aboard. 

Then Abraham Cocke determined to fetch the coaft of Brazil, and lay wcft-fouth- 
weft into the fea : and being fonie ' fifty leagues oft", we fell into a fcull of dolphins, 
which greatly relieved us, for they fvllowed our fliip all the way, till we fell in with 
the land, which was about thirty days ; and running along the coaft of Brazil, till we 
came to Illha Grande, which Hands in five degrees I'outhward of the line : we put in 
between the ifland and the main, and hauled our fliips afliore, and waflied them and 
refreflie^ ourfelves, and took in Ifefli water. In this ifland’ are no inhabitants, but it is 
very fruitful^ After being here about twelve days there came in a little pinnace, which 
was bound to the river of Plate, which came to water and get fomc refrefliment : and 
“Uprefently we went aboard, and took the Portuguefe merchant out of the pinnace, who 
told Abraham Cocke that within two months there Ihould two pinnaces come from the 
river of Plate, from the town of Buenos Ayres. 

From this town there come every year four or five Caravols to Bahia in Brazil, and 
to Angola in Africa : which bring great treafure, and which is tranfported ovcr-land 
out of Peru into the Plate river. I’hen Abraham Cocke, defirous to make his voyage, 
took fome of the Dolphin’s men into his Ihip, and fent the Dolphin home again, 
which had not as yet made any voyage. This Portuguefe merchant took i}§ to a place 
in this ifland where there was a banifhed man, who had planted a great mall^ plantains, 
and told us, that we might, with this fruit, go to the Plate river, for our provifions 
were almoft all fpent. 

With this hard allowance we departed from this ifland, and were thirty-fix days 
before we came to the Iflc of Lebos Marinos, which lies at the mouth of the river 
Plate. This ifland is half a mile long, and has no frelh water in it, but abounds in feals 
and fea-morfes ; fo much that our light-horfe-man could not get afliore for them, without 
beating them with our oars. The ifland is covered with them. Upon thefe feals we 
lived about thirty days, lying up and down the river, and were greatly diftrefled for 
want of other food. We then determined to run up to Buenos Ayres, and with our 
light-horfe-man to take one of the pinnaces that rode at the town. When being fo high 
up the river at the town, we had a great ftorm from the fouth-weft, which drove us 
back again, and forced us to ride under Ifla Verde, that is, the Green Ifland, which 
lies in the mouth of the river on the north fide. 

Here we were in fuch a diftrelfing condition for want of provifion, that we gave over 
the voyage, azid came to the northward again, to the ifland of St, Sebaftian, lying 
under the tropic of Capricorn. There we went afliore to catch fifti, and fome went up 
into the woods to gather fruit, for we were almoft all famiflied. There wds at that 
time a canoe full of Indians, that came from the town of Spiritu Sanflo. Thefe 
Indians landed on the weft fide of the ifland, wd came through the woods, and took 
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five of US, and carried us to the river Janeiro. After this misfortune, our captain 
Abraham Cocke went to fea, and was never heard of more. 

After we that were taken had remained four months in the river Janeiro, one Tomer 
and I were ,fent to Angola in Africa, to the city of St. Paul, fituated nine degrees to 
the fouthward of the equinoftiil line. Here I was foon taken out of the tliip, and put 
in prifon, and afterwards fent up the river Quanfa, to a garrifon town, a hundred and 
thirty miles up that river. After having been there two months, the pilot of the 
governor’s pinnace died, and I was comnranded to take her down to the city, where I 
foon fell ill, ahd lay eight months fo. Here I was much hated, becaufe I was an Eng- 
lilhman. But being at length recovered, Don John Hurtado de Mendoza, who w-’'^ 
then governor, commanded me to go in a pinnace to a place called Zaire, '■ ,1 the 
river Congo, to trade for’ elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oil. This place is 
fifty leagues from the city to the northward ; at the mouth of the river is an ifland, 
called ifle Calabes, which had at that time a town in it. Here we laded our pinnace 
with elephants’ teeth, wheat, and palm-tree oi^, and then returned again to the city. 


His trading on the Coajl ; Offer to efcape^ Imprifonnunt : his fending to Elambo, and Bahia 
^ Das Vaccas : many Jl range Occurrences. 

THEN I was fent to Longo, which is fifteen leagues to the northwatd of Zaire, and 
carried fuch commodities as are fit for that place ; i'uch as long glafs-beads, round blue 
beads, feed beads, and looking-glalles ; red and blue coarfe cloth, and Irilh rtfj^s. 
Here we fold our cloth to great advantage, getting at the rate of three elephants’ teeth, ' 
which weighed on an average one hundred and twenty pounds, in exchange for one 
yard of cloth. We bought a great quantity of palm-cloth, and elephants’ tails. Iii a 
little time we laded our pinnace. With my fuccefs in this voyage the governor was 
much pleafed, and promifed me my liberty, if I would ferve him. In this manner I 
continued trading in his pinnace on the coaft for two years and a half.. 

Aboift that time there came a veflel from Holland to the city, the owner of which 
promifed to carry me away ; and when they were ready to depart, I went fecretly on 
board, but I was betrayed by fome Portuguefe, who belonged to the veflel, and fetched 
on Ihore by the fergeants of the city, and put in prifon, where I lay in irons two 
months, expeding the governor would have me put to death ; but this expedation 
was changed into a fen^ence of banilhment for life to the fort of Maflangano, to ferve 
in the conqueft of thofe parts. Here I led a wretched life for the fpacc ,of fix years, 
without any hope of ever feeing the fea again. 

. In this fort were fome Egyptians and Moors, who like myfelf were baniflied her& 
To one of the Egyptians I opened my mind, by telling him it were better to venture 
our lives to eft’ed our liberty, than to live in Inch wretchednefs here; he lieemed as 
willing as myfelf to make the trial, and, likewife told me he would get ten of his com* 
panions, three Egyptians, and feven Portuguefe, to join us. That night we all met, 
and having taken the belt canoe we could find, went down the river Coanza ; and 
having proceeded as far down as Mani Cabech, which is a little lordlhip in the pro- 
vince of Elambo, we went on Ihore with our twelve mufquets, powder, and Ihot. 
Here we funk our canoe that it fhould not be difeovered where we’wdnt on fhore. We 
madt a little fire in the wood, and roafted fome wheat we had brought from Maflian- 
gano, which was all the provifion we had. 

* AS 
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As foon as k was night we pUrfued our journey, and travelled the whole night and 
the next day without any water to quench our thirft ; the fecond night we were not 
able to proceed, and were fain to dig and fcrape up roots of trees and fuck them to 
keep life in us. The third day we met with an old Negro, who was travelling to Mani 
Cabech ; we bound his hands behind him, and made Mm lead us the way to the lake 
of Cafanfa j and continued to travel the whole day in extreme heat till we came to the 
Banza, or town of Mani Cafanfa, diflant about twelve leagues from the city of St. 
Paulo. Here we were forced to alk for water, but they would not let us have any ; on 
which we determined to make ufe of our fire-arms to obtain it ; which they perceiving, 
called their lord Mani Cafanfa, who gave us feme water and fair fpeeches, deliring we 
might ftay all night, but as this was only to betray us, we immediately departed, and 
got to the lake of Cafanfa, where we reued that night. 

The fourth night we came to the river which is toward the north, and pafied it with 
great danger, for there are fuch a quantity of crocodiles in this river, as make it dan- 
gerous for a man to come to the river fi^e where it is deep. The fifth night we came 
to the river Dande, and had travelled fo far to the eaftward that we found ourfelves 
near the Sorras, or mountains of Mantbangono, where a chief lives who makes war 
againft the King of Congo, to whofe territory we were going. Here we pafied the 
river, and refted half the night : and being about two leagute from the river, we met 
with fome'Negroes, who alked us where we were going ; we told them to Congo ; they 
faid we were ^oing wrong, and that they were Mafllcangos, and would take us to 
Bamba, where the chief of Bamba lived. We went about three miles with them, but 
perceiving by the fun that we were going wrong, would go no farther that way, and 
turned back to the weftward, on which they ftood before us with their bows and arrows 
ready to (hoot at us. But we being determined to pafs through them, difeharged fix 
mufquets together on them, which killed four, and fo furprifed the reft that they 
retired very precipitately. Neverthelefs they turned back, and followed us four or five 
miles, and hurt two of our companions with their arrows. The next day we came 
to the borders of Bamba, and continued travelling all that day. At night we could 
hear the furge of the fea. The morning of the feventh day, we faw the captiin of the 
city purfuing us with horfemen, and a great number of Negroes. Hereupon the feven 
Portuguefe being terrified, hid themfelves. The four Egyptians and myfelf thought 
to have efcaped, but they followed us fo faft that we were forced to take fhelter in a 
little wood, where they foon difeovered us and fired a volley of fhot at us, which made 
us difperfe. 

Finding myfelf all alone, I bethought myfelf that if the Negroes ihould catch me 
in the woods they would kill me, wherefore thinking to do Bfetter with the Portuguefe 
and Mulattoes, I came out of the wood with my mufquet charged, making little 
account of my life. The captain knowing we had been twelve, called to me and faid, 
“ Fellow-foldier, I have the governor’s pardon, if you will fubmit you fhall receive no 
hurt.” I with my mufquet ready, anfwered .him, that I was an Englilhman, and had 
ferved fix years at Mafiangano in great mifery ; and travelled in company with the 
Egyptians and Portuguefe, but was now alone ; “ and rather than be hanged, I will 
die here amongft you.” On which the captain came up to me and faid, “ Deliver 
thy mufquet to one pf the foldiers, and I proteft, as I am a gentleman and a foldier, 
to fave thy life, for thy courageous behaviour,” whereupon I gave up my mufquet 
and fubmitted. •- 

The captain then commanded all the foldiers and Negroes to fearch the woods for 
the others, with orders to bring them out alive or dead. They foon found them, amd 

i 1 brought. 
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M.W*.. out. Then they took us to the city of St. Paulo, where the three 
Egyptians and I lay three months in prifon, with collaris of iron round our necks, and 
great bolts on our legs, and in o*her refpefts were very hardly ufed. 

About this time the governor fent four hundred men, that were banilhed out of 
Portugal, up into the country oft Elambo. About this time I was, by proclamation 
made through the city, banifned for ever to the Wa, and fent with thefe men to So- 
wonfo, who is a lord that obeyeth the Duke of Bamba ; from thence to Samanibanfa, 
and afterwards to Namba Calamba, who is a great lord that refilled us ; but we fet fire 
to his town and burned it, after which he not only fubmitted but brought three thou- 
fand warlike Negroes to us. From thence we went to L'jilancango, a little lord who 
r)ppofcd us ftoutly, but was at length obliged to fubmit ; from thence we \vt.u to 
Cembrecaianga, where we remained two years, during which time we were otten en- 
gaged in wars with the neighbouring ftates, which at length we brought to fubmit. 

were now fifteen thoufand ftrong, and with this force marched to the Outeiro, 
or mountain of Ingombe ; but firft we burned, all Ingafia, which was his country, 
and then we came to the chief town of Ingombe, which is half a day’s journey to 
go up. 

This lord came upon us with more than twenty thoufand bows, and did us great 
damage ; but returning thei.' aflault with our fire-arms, we made great havock amongft 
them, whereupon he retired up into the mountain, and fent one of his captains to our 
general to fignify that the next day he would obey him. Accordingly the next day 
he entered our camp in great pomp with drums, Petes, and Pongoes or Waytes, and 
was royally received by us. Here he made great prefents, by which he greatly enriched 
our general, and thole with him. On the top of the mountain is a great plain very 
fruitful in palm-trees, fugar-cancs, potatoes, and other things ; befides great quan- 
tities of lemon and orange trees. In this place is a tree called Engeriay, which bears 
a fruit as big as a Pome-water, and contains a ftone which is a remedy for the windy 
cholic, which w?s not known to the Poftuguefe. Here is alfo a river of frelh water 
that fprings out of the mountain, and runs through the town. After havihg ftaid here 
five days we^marched up the country, continuing to burn and deftroy for the fpace of 
fix weeks ; and then returned to Engombe again with a great quantity of flaves, Iheep, 
and goats, befides a great many Margarite-ftones which pafs as current money through 
the country. Here we pitched oar camp, a league from this pleafant mountain, and 
remained there twelve months. Here 1 received a fliot in my right leg, and many 
Porcuguefe and Mulattoes were carried to the city to be cured. 

The governor then fent a frigate to the fouthward, with fixty foldiers, among which 
' number I was one, with all kind of commodities. We turned up to the fouthward, 
till we came into twelve degrees, where we found a fair fandy bay. Here the people 
brought us cows, fheep, wheat, and beans ; but we did not flop long here, but went 
to Babia das Vaccas, that is the Bay of Cows, but which the Portuguefe call Babia 
de Torre, becaufe it has a rock like a tower.^ Here we rode on the north fide of the 
rocks in a fandy bay ; and dating our flay, bought a great number of cows and fheep, 
which latter are much bigger than our Englifh fheep. We likewife purchafed fome 
copper ; alfo a kind of fweet wood called Cacongo, which the Portuguefe much 
efleem ; and alfo a great quantity of wheat and beans. Having ladqp our bark, we 
fent Iter home, but fifty of us flaid on fliore, where we made a fmall fort of rafters of 
wood, as a fafeguard againil the treachery of the people, who are not to be trufted. 
In the courfe of feventeen days, we had collefled five hundred bead of cattle. Soon 
after, the governor fent three fhjps to take us and our cargoes to the city. 
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In this baf many Blips may ride with fafety, and refrefli. The Portuguefe carcacks 
have of late failed along the coaft, and come to the bay of this dty to water and aefreBi 
themfelves. The people are called £ndallanbondos,^who being under the rellraint of 
no laws, are very treacherous ; which makes it very neceffary for thofe who deal with 
them to be very much upon their guard. They are*fuch great cowards, that thirty or 
forty men may go up the country and drive down whole herds of cattle, without any 
danger of oppol'ition from them. We purchafed the cattle with blue glafs-beads of 
about an inch long, which are called Mopinde^ and paid at the rate of about fifteen 
of tht'in for one cow. ' 

This province is called Dombe, and has a ridge of high Sierras or mountains, that 
llretch from the mountains or Sierras of Cambambe, in which are. mines lying along 
the coaft, fouth and by weft. Here is alfo a great quantity of fine copper, but they 
work no more than they want for ^themfelves. The men wear Ikins about their 
middles, and beads about their necks. They ufe bows and arrows, and darts of iron. 
They are beaftly in their manner of <jiving. 

Their women wear a ring of copper about their necks, which weighs fifteen pounds at 
the leaft, about their arms little rings of copper, that reach to their elbows, about their 
middles a cloth made of the Infandie tree, which is neither fpun or wove, and on their 
legs rings of copper that reach to the calves of their leg^. 


Difeovery of the Gagas, their Wars, Man-eating; overrunning Countries: his Trade 
•with them, betraying, efcape to them, and living •with them, •with many Jirange Ad^ 
ventures : and alfo the Rites and Manner of Life obferved by the Jagges or Gagas, 
•which no Chrijlian but this Author could ever be acquainted •with before. 

IN our fecond voyage, turning up along the coaft, we came to the Morro, or clift', 
of Benguela lying in twelve degrees of fouth latitude. Here we faw a mighty cape 
of men on 'the fouth-fide of the river Coua : and being defirous of knowing what they 
were, we went on fliore in our boat, and prefently there came to the number of five 
hundred of them to us to the water-fidc. On our afking them who they were, they 
told us they were the Gagas, or Gindes, that came from the Sierra de Leon, and 
paffed through the city of Congo ; and travelled to the eaftward of the great city of 
Angola, which is called Dongo. The great Gaga, their general, came down to the 
water-fide to fee us : for he had never feen any white map before. He alked, where- 
fore we came ; we told him we came to trade upon the coaft : on which he bid us 
welcome, and invited us to come on Ihore with our merchandize. In the courfe of 
feven days we laded our Blips with the flaves we purchafed, which did not coll us more 
than a rial each, which in the city would be worth twelve millie-reys. 

Being ready to go away, the great Gaga requefted us to lend him our boat to take 
him and his men acrofs the river Coua, for he was determined to overrun the realm 
of Benguela which lay at the north-fide of that river, to which we confented, and 
went with him to his camp, which was entrenched with pales of wood. We had 
houfes and other accommodation provided for our reception. 

The next looming, before day, the general had his Gongo, which is an inftrument of 
war like a bell, founded, and made an oration with a loud voice, accompanied with 
fuch courageous and vehement fpeeches, as could hardly be expedled among fuch 
heathen people, declaring that he would deftroy the Benguelas : which fpeech had fuch 
an effed on the people, that they immediately took to their arms and marched vlith him 
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to the river.f^e, where he had provided Gigangos f fuch was Adr ardour that the 
geneftil vras obliged to ufe force reftrain it and keep them back. We carried over 
dghty men at a time, and with >ur mufquets beat off thofe who attempted to oppofe 
our landing, in which attempt fo^pe were flain : and about twelve o’clock all the Gagas 
had got over. , 

Then the general commanded all his drums, Tauales, Gongos, and other warlike in- 
ftruments, to ftrike up, and give the onfet, which was made with fucb Vehemence, 
that the Benguelas were forced to give way and turn their backs. A great num- 
ber were flain, and the reft, including women and childi eii, made captives. Their 
leader the Prince Hombyangymbe, with more than a Ifundred of his chiefs, were 
killed, and their beads prefcpted to the great Gaga. The dead bodies w^ere cuicafi ; 
for thefe Gagas are great cannibals and man-eaters. 

They then took pofleflion of the country, and fettled in it. We traded with them 
five months, by which we were great gainers. But they were not contented to ftay in 
Benguela, though they were in want of nothing »but palm-wine, for here there grow 
no palm-trees. 

At the expiration of five months they marched towards the province of Bambala to 
a great lord who is called Calicanfamba, whofe territory is five days’ journey up the 
country. In fhe courfe or thefe five months we made three voyages to the city of 
St. Paul, but on our return the fourth time we found they had left it. ^ 

But being unwilling to reap no benefit from our voyage, we refolved to go up the 
country after them. For this purpofe fifty of us w'ent on Ihore, leaving our flnp riding 
in the bay of Benguela ter wait for us till our return. After marching two days up the 
country, we came to a great lord called Mofarigofat, where we found the firft town we 
came to had been burnt by the Gagas, after having plundered it. To this Mofarigofat 
we lent a Negro we had bought of the Gagas to fay that he w'as left with us to take us to 
the camp. He bid us welcome througl\ fear lof the great Gaga, but delayed the time 
till the great Gaga had left his country. He then began to ufe delays to detain us, in 
hopes of making us ufeful to him in his wars : for never having feen any white people 
before, nof* fire arms, he was in hopes from what he had heard, with our afliftance to 
make himfelf very powerful. Finding ourfelves thus fituated we confented, and by 
our means he overcame all his enemies, and returned to his town again, where we de- 
fired him to let us go away ; but this he refufed except we would promife to return, 
and in the mean-time leave a white man with him as a fecurity. 

The Portuguefe and Mulattoes being defirous of getting away, it was propofed to 
caft lots who fhould ftay ; but many of them would not agree to it. At length they 
concluded to leave me, being a fingle Englilhman, which, through neceffity', I was 
obliged to comply w'ith. They left me a mufquet, powder, and fhot j promifing that 
in two months they would come back, and bring a hundred men to aflift him in his 
wars, and to trade with him ; but all thefe promifes were only made to get out of 
his hands, for they were all afraid of being detained as prifoners. Here I remained 
till the two months were expired, at the end of which time the others not returning 1 
was very hardly ufed. 

The chief men of the town were for putting me to death, but the lo»d of the town 
would -not confent to it, (till hoping the others would return. Some time after I was 
'given my liberty : for fome time I went from place to place fhifting for rayfelf as well 
as I could ; but fearing they might at lalt put me to death I ran away, purpofing to 
endeavour to find my way to the Gagas camp. 
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Having fee ovt and travelled the whole night, the neat morning I c;fine to a larg* 
town fituated in a thicket. ,1 was taken before the Lord Cafliil, followed by a'grrat 
concourfe of people who had never feen a white man! before. Here I found fome of 
the great Gagas men, whom I vras very glad to fee. / 

The name of this town is Cafhil ; it is fo overrun with ililicondo, cedar, and palm* 
trees, that the ftreets are darkened by them. In the middle of the town Hand* an 
image the lize of a man ; it (lands about twelve feet from the ground ; and at the feet 
of th is image is a circle of elephants’ teeth, pitched into the groand^: and upon thefc 
teeth are placed a great quantity of the fculls of men which are killed in the wars, and 
offered to this image : at th'e feet of it palm-wine and goat’s blood are poured as an. 
offering.. This image is called Quefango, The people. have great belief in it, and 
fwear by it ; and think, when they are ill, Quefango is offended with them. In many 
other parts of the town were fmall images with elephants’ teeth piled over them. 

The ftreets of the town were paled with palm-canes in a very orderly manner; 
The houfes were in the form of a bte-hive, and hung infide with mats very curioully 
wrought. On the fouth-eaft fide of the town was a Mokefo, which bad more than 
three tons of elephants’ teeth piled over it. 

Being in fear of my life here, I left the town in company with ilie Gagas men, and 
travelled with them two days, at the end of which we came to Calicahfamba, where 
the grelK Gaga lay encamped. He bid me welcome to him. Among thefe cannibals 
I was willing to Itay, hoping they might travel fo far to the wellward till we fhould 
come to' the fea again, and be able to make my efcape from them by means of fome 
vefll'I. I’hey remained here four months, having great abundance of cattle, corn,, 
wine, and oil : continually triumphing,, drinking, dancing, and eating men’s flelh 
this laft was a forrowful fight to me. 

At the end of the four months they marched towards the Sierras or high mountains 
of Calhindeabar, which have large mines qf copper in them : in their way they 
plundered and took every thing they liked. From thence they proceeded' to the river 
Longa, which they paffTed, and fettled themfelves in the towm of Calango, where they 
remained five or fix months. From thence they went to the province of Tondo, and 
came to the river Gonfe, and marched on the fouth-fide of it to a lord that was called 
Makellacolonge, not far from the great city of Dongo. Here we puffed over very 
high mountains, and found it very cold. 

Having now fpent fixteen months among thefe cannibals, they marched to the well- 
ward again, and going along the river Gonfa, or Gunza, we came to a lord called ' 
Shillambanla, uncle to the King of Angola. They burned his chief town, which, ac* 
cording to their manner, was very fumptuoufly built.. This place w-e found very plea- 
fant and fruitful, and in it faw great quantities of peacocks, flying among the trees as 
well as other birds. The old Lord Shillambanfa was buried in the middle of the town, 
and had an hundred tame peacocks kept upon his grave : which peacocks he gave to 
his Mokefo, and they were called AngellorMokefo, that is, the devil’s or idol’s birds, 
and were accounted as holy things. I bere was great quantity of copper, cloth, and 
many other things laid upon his grave, according to the cuftom of the country. 

^ From this place we marched to the weftward, alon^ the river Coanza, and came 
right to the Sierras or mountains of Cambande, or Sierras de Prata, where there is 
perpendicular water-fall, which makes fuch a noife as to be heard at thirty miles 
diftanct. Wc then entered the province of Cal'ama, and came to one of the*greateft 
lords, who was called Langere. He obeyed the great Gaga, and took us to a lord called 
Ca&ch,. who was a great warrior, who had about feven years before overcom'e the 
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POTtuguefe, and killed eight hundred of them and forty thoufand Negroes who fided 
withP them. This lord courageoufly withftood the Gagas in a great battle they fought 
the firft day ; after which we n .ade a fconce or fence of trees after the manner of the 
country. We remained at war four months with thefe people. I was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the great Gaga on account of the execution I did with my mufquet, that I 
coipld have any thing I delired of him ^ and when we went out to battle, he would* 
give charge to his people to be as careful of me as poffible, in confequence of which 
orders they would very often carry me in their arms to fave my life. In this place we 
were within thr^ days journey (»f Maflangona, before-memioned, where the Portuguefe 
have a fort. 

There were in jhe Gagas ramp twelve captains, the firft called Imbe Calanc’bia their 
general, a man of great courage. He makes war by enchantment, and takes the devil’s 
counfel in all his exploits, to whom, he is continually making facrifices, by which 
means he knows, or at leaft pretends to know, what fliall come to pafs. He believes 
his death will only happen in battle. They wo -hip no images, but make ufe of certain 
fuperftitious ceremonies. He has very ftriCl laws for the government of his foldiers, 
for thofe who Ihew themfclves cowards by turning their backs to the enemy are put 
to death, and their flelh eaten. On the eve of a battle the general, mounted on a> 
fcaS'old, makes a warlike oration which encourages his people very much. 

It is the cuftom of thefe people wherever they pitch their camp, thoygh^t be but 
for one night, to built a fort or barricade with wood, one part of the army being em- 
ployed in cutting down trees for that purpofe, which the other carries away 'and erefts- 
the fort with. This fort is erected in a circular form with twelve gates to it, and each 
gate guarded by one of the twelve captains, with his foldiers ; and in the middle of 
the fort is the general’s houfe, well entrenched round about. They build their houfes 
very clofe together; and their bows, arrows, and darts, ftand out of doors; and on 
any alarm they run to their arms. Kvqry company at their gate keep very good watch 
in the night, beating their drums and Tauales. 

They tell of a river lying to the fouthward of the bay of Vaccas that has great quan- 
tities of gold in it, of which they have gathered a great deal from the fand which the- 
heavy rains vvaflidown; with fome of this gold the handles of their hatchets were 
ornamented, thefe ornaments being carved with copper ; they, even call the ornaments 
copper, not feemiog to make much account of the gold. 

They like no country but that which abounds in palm-trees, of the fruit and wine of 
which they are great lovers.. From the palm-trees they alfo have their oil. They take the 
wine in a difl'erent manner from what the Jambandos do, who have a way of getting to 
the top of the tree without touching it, and draw the wine from thence in bottles. 
Thefe trees are about fix or feven fathoms high, and have no leaves but at the top.. 
But the Gagas cut the trees down by the roots, which lay ten days in that manner 
before they yield any wine, at the end of which time they make a fquare hole in the 
top and heart of the tree ; from whence they draw a quart morning and evenings 
during the fpace of twenty-fix day.s, when the tree dries up. 

When they fettle in any country, they cut down as many palm-trees as will ferve 
them for a month ; and then as many more, fo that in a Ihort'time they impoverifli 
the country, which they then quit, for they ftay no longer in a placa ^h?n it will aftbrd 
them the means of Eving ; they then leave it and feek a frelh place. In harveft time 
they ferli out the moft fruitful part of the country, reap the corn, and take the cattle ; 
for they will neither fow nor plant, nor be at the trouble of bringing up cattle for 
themlblves ; depending cm war for a fupply of what they want.. When they come to 
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any country |hey cannot overcome the fit ft day, they build their fort, and remain a 
month or more quiet, the general holding it for a maxim, that by doing fo he ifijures 
the ihhabitants as much as if he made war on them/ infomuch that many times the 
inhabitants of the country will come and attack them jit their fort ; on which occafions 
the Gagas will not only defend themfelves bravely, but egg the others on for the fpace 
of two or three days. At length, when the general thinks he has a good opportunity 
of returning the attack, he will previoufly fend fecretly out a thoufand or more of his 
men to lay in ambulh 5 then the Gaga marches out with his remaining, force, as it were 
to attack their town, which the others perceiving march out to attack him; on which 
the Gaga, by the found of drums, &c. orders thofe in ambufcade to attack the enemy 
in the rear, who finding themfelves thus unexpeftedly attacked behind, generally be- 
come an eafy prey to the fuperior addrefs and courage of the other party. The confe- 
quence of which is, the country becoming an cafy prey to the vidors. 

The great Gaga Calando has long hair, embroidered with many knots full of Bamba 
(hells of a very rich fort, and about Ihis neck a collar of Mafoes, another fort of (hells 
found upon that coaft, and which are fold amongft them at the rate of twenty (liillings 
a (hell : and about his middle he wears Landes, which are beads made of oftriches’ 
eggs, befides a palm-cloth as fine as filk. Ilis body is carved and cut in various marks, 
and every day anointed w'ith the fat of human beings. He wears a piece of copper 
acrofs hiS nofe, two inches long ; and likewift' in his ears. His body is always painted 
red and white. He has twenty or thirty w’ives who follow him when he goes abroad; 
one of them carries his bow and arrows, and four others his cups with drink ; and 
when he drinks they all kneel down, clap their hands, and fing. 

The women wear their hair tied, and ftuck full, of Bamba-fliells ; and are anointed 
with civet. They draw out four of their teeth, two above, and two underneath ; this 
they reckon an addition to their beauty, and thofe of them who do not do this are 
loathed by the reft, and not allowed to eat vr drink v.ith them. They wear great 
quantities of beads about their necks, arms, and legs ; and about their middles, filk. 

The women arc very fruitful, but they enjoy none of their children, for as foon as 
a woman is delivered, the child is immediately buried alive ; fo that thofe people have 
no children of their own. But when they conquer a- town, they take the boys and 
girls of thirteen or fourteen years of age, and bring them up and adopt them as their 
own : but the men and women they kill and r'at.t The boys they train up to w'ai-, and 
hang collars about their necks as a mark, which is not taken oft’ till the wearer has 
proved himfclf a man by bringing an enemy’s head to the general ; then the collar is 
taken olF and he becomes free, and is called Gonfa, or foldicr : this makes them not 
only courageous but defperate, in order to become free and reckoned men. In the whole 
camp there were but twelve natural Gagas, and thofe were t^cir captains ; and four- 
teen or fifteen women. It is about fifty years or mote, fince they came from Sierra de 
Leon, their native country. Their camp is compofed of fixteen thoufand' ftrong, or 
more fometimes. • 

When the great Gaga Calandola undertakes any great enterprize againft the inha- 
bitants of any country, he makes a facrifice to the devil, in the morning before fun- 
rife, in the following manner : — He fits on a ftool, with a man witch on each fide of 
him, with forty o^r fifty women (landing round him, holding in each hand a Zeueras, 
or wild-horfe’s tail, which they (lourilh, finging at the fame time : behind them are a 
great number of Petes, Ponges, and drums continually playing. In the midft'bf them 
18 a great fire, on which is an earthen pot with white pow'ders in it, with which the 
men-witches paint the great Gaga’s forehead, temples, acrofs the belly, and bread, 
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during which operation they make ufe of long cerenapnial and enchanting fpeeches. 
In this manner they continue till fun-fet, when the ienchanters or witc?hes bring the 
great Gaga’s Cafengala, which -efembles a hatchet, put it into his hand, and bid him 
be ftrong againft his enemies, for his Mokefo is with him. Then a male child is 
brought which the great Gaga Vills j then four men are brought before him, two of 
which, as it happens, he alfo kills ; and the other two he orders to be killed outfide . 
the fort. 

When they bury the dead, ;hey make a vault in the ground with a ieat in it ; the 
dead body has Ins hair ornamented, his body vvafhed and anointed with fweet powders, 
and his bell apparel put on, a'-d is brought in this majincr between two men, and 
placed on the feat in the vault, as if he were alive. He has two of his wives pit ..ith 
him with their arms broken j and then the vault is covered up. In this maaner the 
inhabitants are buried, and have the greateft part of their goods buried with them ; and 
every month there is a meeting of the kindred of ihe dead man, who mourn and fing 
doleful fongs at his grave for the fpace (jf thre(;; days ; they kill goats, and pour the 
blood, and palm-tree wine, upon the grave. They ufe this ceremony as long as any 
of the kindred of the deceafed be alive. Thofe who have no kindred think themfelves 
unhappy when alive, becaufe they lliall have none to mourn for them after their deceafe. 
Thefe people are very kiiLl one to another when in health, but in ficknefs abhor each 
other, and thofe in health will have no communication with the fick. ^ 

At length the men-witches ordered me away, becaufe I was a Chriffian ; for the 
devil had ordered it fo. On this occafion, five cows were ordered to be killed within 
the fort, and five without, with a like number of goats and dogs, and the blood of 
them fprinkled on the fire j then the flelh of them is eaten with great leal ling and 
triumph. And this ceremony is ufed many times by all the captains of their army. 

I found means to get to the afore-meiitioncd Portuguefe, with fome merchant-ne- 
groes who came to the camp to buy Haves. 


His Return to the Portuguefe ; Jnvafwns of divers Countries ; Abife ; Flight from them, 
living in the Woods feveral Months ; his Jlrange Boat^ and coming to Loango. 

HAVING left the Gagas, 1 came to Mafi'angano, where the Portuguefe have a gar- 
rifoned town. In this town was a new governor, named Sienor Juan Continbo, who 
had orders to get pofleffion of the mountains of Cambamba, in which were mines. To 
perform this fervice, the King of Spain had allowed him feven yeare’ cuftom, of all 
the flaves and goods that wiere carried thence to the Weft-Indies, Brazil, or ellewhere ; 
on condition that he fliould build three caftles ; one at Demba where the falt-mines 
are, another in Cambamba, wh^ the falt-mines are, and the third in Babia das Vac- 
cas, or the Bay of Cows. This gentleman was fo bountiful at his arrival, that his 
fame was fpread though all Congo, and many Mulattoes and Negroes came voluntarily 
to ferve him. After having been about fix months in the city, he marched to the Ou- 
taba of Tombe, and there Ihipped his foldiers in pinnaces, and went up the river Confa 
or Coanza, and landed at the Outaba of Songo, fixy miles from the fea. This lord 
Songo is next to Demba, where the falt-mines are, which contain fuch quantities of 
fait, that the greateft part of the country is clear fait, free front 'any ehrth mixed with 
it. It lies under the furface of the earth about three feet like ice : they cut it out in 
blocks of about a yard long, and carry it up into the country, and is the bell com- 
modity that can be taken to traffic with. 
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Here the governor ftaid ten days, and fent a pinnace to Maflangano, for all the beft 
-foldiers that ^t^ere there. The captain of the caftle fent me down among a hundred 
foldiers. I was taken notice of by the governor, who ufed me very well, and made me a 
ferjeant in a Portuguefe company. He then marcheji to Machimba, from thence to 
Cauo, and then to Malanibe, a great lord. Here we ftaid four days, and were joined 
by many lords. From thence we marched to a mighty lord called Auyoykayongo, 
who ftood in his defence with an army of more than fixty thoufand men. The two 
armies gave battle, and the viftory remained with us. We made great flaughter among 
them, and took all the w’omen and children captive, and got poffeflion of the town 
in which we fettled, finding it very pleafant, and full of cattle and provifions. At the 
end of eight days our governor fell fick and died, leaving; a captain to command in his 
room. 

After having remained here about two months, we marched towards Cambamba, 
which was three days’ journey, and came right againft die Sierras de Prata, and paffed 
•the river Coanza, over-ran the country, and built a fort by the river-fide. Here I 
ferved two years. They opened the filver-mines, which yielded but a fmall quantity 
of filver. The new governor was very cruel' to his foldiers, fo that all the volunteers 
left him, which prevented his proceeding any farther. About this time news was 
brought by fome Jefuits that the Queen of England was dead, and that King James 
had mad^ peace with Spain. On which 1 prefented a petition to the governor, who 
confented I ftiould returg to my native country ; as he and his train were going to the . 
city of 8t<Paul, I went with them. 

The governor left five hundred foldiers in the fort of Cambamba, which they fiill 
hold. 1 then went with a Portuguefe merchant to the province of liamba, and fi om 
thence to the Onteiro or city, (landing on a mountain of Congo, from thence to Gon- 
gon and Balta ; where we Ibid our commodities, and after an abfence of fix months 
returned to the city again ; from whence I purpofed to have taken (hip for Spain, and 
from thence home to England. But the governor retradlcd his word, and ordered me 
to be ready k two days to go on another expedition to Auyoykayongo. As this go- 
vernor had ferved his three years, and another was expected every day, I determined to 
abfent myfelf till the new governor’s arrival, and then return ; as every new governor on 
his arrival makes proclamation for all deferters and others to return with free pardon. 

That night I left the city with two Negro boys 1 had, who carried ray mufquet, five 
pounds of powder, a hundred bullets, and what little (tore of provifion I could colleft. 
By the morning I had got about twenty miles from the city,, by the fide of the river 
Bengo. Here I ftayed fome days, and then palfed the river, and came to the river 
Dande, lying to the northward on the way to St. Paul, with the intention of hearing 
news from thence, for which purpofe 1 fent one of my Negroes to enquire of thofe 
who paired about the new governor, who brought ime word to a certainty that the 
new governor (hould not come this year. I was now put to my ftiifts, whether I 
would return to the city and be hanged, for I had run away twice, or conceal myfelf 
in the woods. I determined on the latter, and lived in that manner a month, between 
the rivers Dande and Bengo ; I then went again to Bengo, to Mani Kafwea, palTcd 
over the river, and went to the lake of Cafanfa, about which is the greateft quantity 
of wild beads, in any part of Angola. Near this lake I ftayed fix months, living upon 
dried flelh, luchf as' deer, roebucks, &c. which I killed with my mufquet, and dried 
the flelh as the favages do, upon a hurdle three feet from the ground, making \inder* 
neath a great fire, and laying upon the fle(h green boughs which keep the fmoke,and 
heat of the fire down and dry it. I made my fire with two little flicks as the favages 
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do. Sometimes my Negro boys procured me feme Guinea wheat from thq; inhabitants, 
in exchange for pi^es or dried filh. The lake (|f Calanza abounds with fifli of various 
forts; I have taken up a filh cal’ed Somb, which Ikipped out of the water on Ihore, 
four feet long. Thus, after haviig lived fix months on dried filh and flelh, and feeing 
* no likelihood of an end to my lufferings, I endeavoured to hit upon fome means of 
getting away. 

In this lake are many illands full of trees called Membre, which are as light and as 
foft as cork. Of thefe trees, by the help of a knife I had of the favages, I made a 
Jergado in the ladiion of a boat, nailed it with wooden pegs, and railed k all round 
to prevent the fea walking me out, and with a blanket I had I made a fail, I likewife 
miadc three oars for rowing. Thus equipped, my two Negroes and I ventured our- 
felves upon the lake, which is eight miles over, and rowed to the river Bengo, and 
going down tw'elve leagues with the current to the bar, which is dangerous to pafs, 
owing to the roughnefs of the fea ; but having palled it fafely, rowed into the fea, and 
failed along the coaft, which 1 was very well acrjaainted with, intending to go to the 
kingdom of Longo lying to the north : palling the night at fea, next day I faw a 
pinnace failing before the wind from the city. When w'e came dole together I found 
the mailer of her to be one of my old friends, and mclTmates. He was bound to San 
Thome, and out of friendlliip took me in, and fet me on Ihore at the port of Longo, 
where I remained three years, and got into great favour with the King, owing to my 
killing him deer and wild-fowl with my gun. 


Of the Province of Engoy^ and other Regions of Loango, with the Manners and Cujioms of 

the King and People. 

FROM the point of the Palmar, which lies at the north fide of the river Zaire, is the 
port of Cabenda five leagues northward* where many Ihips water and refrelh. This . 
place is called Engoy, and is the firll province of Longo. It is full of woods and 
thickets. Seven leagues northward of this, is the river Cacongo ; a very pleafant and 
fruitful place. Here is a great quantity of elephants’ teeth : and a boat of ten tuns may 
go up the river. 

The Mombalcs carry on great trade here, palling the river Zaire in the night, it 
being then calm ; and take great quantities of elephants’ teeth to the town of Mani 
Sonna, and fell them at the port of Pinda to the Portuguefe or other ftrangers. 

Four leagues from Cacongo is the river of Caye, or Longo Leuges.' 'Fhe town of 
Caye is one of the four feats* of Longo : and then the Angra, or Gulf das Almadias. 
In this gulf or bay are a great number of canoes and filhermen, ow'ing to the fea being ^ 
fmoother here than on the coall. ^nd two leagues northward is the port of I.ongo, 
which is a fandy bay, in which a lliip may ride within mufquct-lhot of the Ihore, in four 
or five fathom water. 

The town of Mani Longo is three miles from the water-fidc, and Hands on a great 
plain. The houfes of the town are built under palm and plantain trees. The ftreets 
are very wide and long, and always kept clean fwept. The King refides on the V'eH 
fide, and in the front is a plain, where he alTembles his people, on oqrafions of feaft- 
ing, making war, &c. From this plain runs a very wide llreet in which is held a 
market every day. 

Their merchandize confifts of palm-cloths of various forts ; cattle, filh, fowls, wdne, 
oil, and corn. Here is alfo very fine logwood^ for dying, the root of which is reckoned 
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the beft for that parpole ; alfo Molangos or copper. They have likewife great ftore 
of elephants* te^h, but thefe are not fold in the market. The King has ten great 
houfes, but is never feen but in one, which he comes 'to in the afternoon. This houfe 
is very large, and at twelve o’clock is full of his greaf men. They fit upon carpets on 
the ground. Gembe the laft King never ufed to fee or fpeak to people till night : but 
the prefent one on the contrary does it by day. He pafl’es moft of his time with his 
wives. When he has entered the houfe and is feated on a fort of throne, they clap 
their hands, and falute him, faying, in their language, “ Byane, Pembie, Ampola, 
Moncya, Quefinge!” 

On the fouth-fide of the King’s dwelling is a row of houfes in a circular form, where 
his wives, live ; within this circuit no man dares ente» under pain of death. In this 
place he has a hundred and fifty wives or more. If any man be found within the cir- 
cuit of this building, even fpeaking to a woman, they are both brought to the market- 
place and their heads cut off, their bodies quartered, and lie cxpol'ed one day in thi- 
market-place. Gerabe the laft King 'had four hundred children by his women. 

When the King has a mind to drink, he has a cup of wine, brought ; he that brings 
it has a bell in his hand, and as foon as he has delivered the cup to the King, he turns 
his face from him and rings the bell, on which all prefent fall down with their faces to 
the ground, and continue fo till the King has drank. This would be a dangerous 
ceremort*): for any ftranger, not acquainted with the law, to be prefent at, which law is, 
that whoever fee the King drink lhall die. The King’s own fon, a boy of twelve years 
old, having inadvertently feen the King drink, immediately the King ordered him to 
be finely apparelled and feafted, after which he ordered him to be cut in quarters, and 
carried about the city ; with a proclamation that he had feen the King drink. His 
eating is much in the fame ftyle, for which he has a houfe on purpofe, where his 
viftiials are fet upon a Benfa or table : which he goes to, and flmts the door ; when he 
has done, he knocks and comes out. So that none ever fee the King eat or drink. I'br 
it is believed that if any one fhould, the King lhall immediately die. 

The King is honoured among them as though he were a God : and is called Sambee 
and Pango, which mean God. They believe he can let them have rain when he likes ; 
and once a year, in December, which is the time they want rain, the people come to 
beg of him to grant it to them, on this occafion they make him prefents, and none 
come empty handed. He then appoints a day, when all the chiefs of his kingdom 
come to this meeting wdth all their troops, drelfed and appointed as they arc when they 
go to war. When they are all come, the King comes forth into a fpacious place, where 
a carpet of fine enfacks, wrcnight like velvet and about fifteen lathoms in circuit, is 
fpread ; and upon this carpet a feat raifed about a fathom from the ground. 'I’hen 
one of the chiefs comes foi v.urd with his bow and arrows, and Ihcws his Ikill in the 
ufe of them, and then has fome merry conceit or jeft to play off to the King, kneeling 
at his feet fome time ; for which the King thanks him. 'fhe reft of the chiefs do the 
fame thing. After which the King cornnjands his Dembes or drums, fome of them 
fo heavy that a man can hardly carry one, others not fo large, to ftrike up. He has 
alfo great Pongos, which are his waiters, made of the largeft el^hants’ teeth, hollowed 
and feruped thin, which play alfo ; and all together make a mdll; hideous noife. After 
they have paffed fome time in this manner, the King rifes and Hands upon his throne, 
taking a bow and arrows, and lets fly up in the air ; there is then great rejoicing for 
the reft of that day in hojjcs of having rain, which fometimes happens. I was .prefent 
once at this ceremony, and as it happened they had abundance of rain the fame day, 
which ferved to confirm the people in their fuperftitious belief. " 
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ISomedines there ^h^pene, though very rarely, to be bom in this country a ^nfhite 
child of Negro parents ; when this is the cafe, the child is prefented to the King, and 
is called Dondos: thefe children are brought up and initiated in the myfteries of witch* 
craft, and are always with the King. Of thefe are compofed the King's witches. No 
one dares offend or meddle with thefe Dondos, in fuch awe do the people ftand Of 
them ; and at market or elfewhere they may take what they pleafe without payment. 
The I^g of Longo has four of them. 

The King is alfo a witch, and believes in two idols which are in Longo ; the one is 
called Mokefo a 'Longo, and the other Checocke. This Ldl is a little black image, 
and ftands in a little houfe at a village called Kmga, at the landing-place of Longo. 
The houfe in which the former is kept ftands in the high- way, and thofe who p; L by 
clap their hands as a mark of adoration or belief in the image. Craftfmen, filhermen, 
and others, make offerings to this idol, that it may be propitious to them in their under- 
takings. This Checocke comes fometimes in the night, and haunts fome even of h^ 
beft friends ; fometimes a man, fometimes a woman, or a boy, whichever it happens 
to be, is frantic for fome hours ; and whatever the frantic perfon fays, is fuppofed to 
be the will of Checocke, and upon this occalion there is a great feafting and dancing. 

At Kinga there is another Mokefo called Gomberi, which is a woman’s name, and 
is kept in a houfe where ah old witch lives, who is called Ganga Gomberi, which 
means the prieft of Gomberi. Here once a year a feaft is made, and Ganga Gom- 
beri fpeaks from under-ground. 1 have afked the Negroes what it is, who have told 
me that it is a ftrong Mokefo that is come to abide with Checocke. 

The children of this country are bom white, but change their colour in two days’ 
time to a perfedl black. For example, the Portuguefe who dwell in the kingdom of 
Congo, have fometimes children by the Negro women, and many times the father is 
deceived, thinking when the child is born it is his, but within two days it proves the 
child of a Negro man, which is a great difappointment to the Portuguefe, for they 
rejoice very much when their children turn out to be Mulattoes, even though they be 
baffards. * 

The town of Ix)ngo ftands in the middle of the four governments, and is governed 
by four chiefs, which are fons of the King’s fifters ; for the King’s fons never come to 
be Kings. The firft is Mani Cabango, the fecond Mani Salag, the third Manl Boek, 
the fourth Mani Cay, who is to be King, and has his court and train as a prince. 
Immediately on the death of the King he affumes the dignity, when Mani Boek takes 
his place, Mani Salag that of Boek, and Mani Cabango that of Salag. All thefe wait 
to be King in their turn. The mother of thefe princes is called Mani Lombo, and 
looked on as the firft womah in the kingdom. She chufes a huQsand, and when tired 
of him puts him away, and takes another. Her children are highly honoured ; and 
people, as they pafs them, clap their hands, which is the higheft mark of refpeft in the 
country. Thefe governments confift of fine champain ground, full of corn and fruk. 
The people make a great quantity of very fine and curious palm-cloth. They are 
never idle, for even as they go along the ftreets they make caps of needle-work. 

Two leagues from die town of Longo, at a place called Longeri, the Kings are 
buried. It is encomplRed round with elephants* teeth pitched in the ground like a 
paling, and is ten roods in compafs. , 

They fuffer no white man to be buried in the land, and if any Portuguefe or other 
Wlpte who comes here in the courfe of trade, dies, his body is carried in a boat two 
miles from the Ihore, and thrown into the fea. There was a Portuguefe gentleman 
who came to trade with them, and had a houfe on the fea-fliore; this gentleman died 
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and was fuffered to be buried ; at the end of about four months after, which, was in' De- 
cember j it not happening to rain, their Mokefo told them it was owing to the Chriftian 
having been buried amongft them, and ordered his remains to be taken up and thrown 
into the fea ; and three days after it rained, which cifcumftance femd to confirm their 
belief in the devil. i 


Qf tjie Pro vinces of Bongo, Calongo, Mayomba, Manike/ocke, Matimbas ; of the Ape- 
mon/ier Pongo, their Hunting, Idolatries ; and divers other OBfervations. 

% 

TO the eaftward of Longer! is the province of Bongo, bordering on Mococke, the 
great Ahgeca is King of this province. In it is great quantity of iron, palm-cloth, and 
elephants’ teeth, alfo great plenty of corn. To the north-caft is the province of Cango, 
fourteen days’ journey from the town of Longo. This province is very mountainous, 
and rocky ; very woody, with a ^'eat quantity of copper. The elephants’ teeth of 
this place are of a fuperior quality, and in fuch great quantities that the people of Lon- 
go fetch a great deal from thence. ' 

Three leagues to the northward of Longo is the river Quelle, on the north fide of 
which lies the province Calongo. It is an open champain country, wuth the greateft 
part of \jt under tillage, and produces great plenty of corn, likewife very fine honey. 
In it are tv^o fmall villages, which ferve as marks to dillinguilh the port of Longo. 
Fifteen miles northw'ard lies the river Nombo. This river is fo fhallow that there is 
no navigation on it. This province towards the eaft borders upon Bongo ; and to the 
north on Mayombo, which is nineteen leagues from Longo, along the coalh 

The province of Mayombo is fo overgrown with wood, that one may travel twenty 
days in the Ihade, without being the leaft incommoded by fun or heat. They have no 
tillage or grain of ajjy fort, nor any kind of tame cattle or fowls, the pebple living on 
the flelh of elephants, which they very much efleem, and other wild hearts ; plantains, 
a great variety of roots, which are very good, and nuts ; they are well fupplied with 
fife. Two leagues to the fouthward of Cape Negro, which is the port of Mayombo, 
is a large fandy bay. Sometimes the Portuguefe lade logwood in this bay : into it runs 
a large navigable river named Banna ; the navigation of which is fometimes impeded 
by a bar. In it are many inhabited irtands. I’he woods are fo inferted with baboons, 
monkeys, apes, and parrots, that it is dangerous to venture alone among them. Here 
are alfo two kinds of monfters common to thofe woods. The largeft of them is called 
T?ongo in their language, and the other Engeco. 'I’he Pongo is in all his proportions 
like a man (except the legs, which have no calves), but are of a gigantic fize. Their 
fades, hands, and ears are without hair. Their bodies are covered, but not very thick, 
with hair of a dunnife colour. When they walk on the ground it is upright, with 
their hands on the nape of the neck. ' They fleep in trees and make a covering over 
their heads to feelter them from the rain.. They eat no flefe, but feed on nuts and 
other fruits ; they cannot fpeak, nor have they any underftanding beyond inftinft. 

When the people of the country travel through the woods, they make fires in the 
night, and in the morning when they are gone, the Pongos come and fit round it 
till it goes out, for they do not pofl’efs fagacity enough to lay more wood on. They 
go in bodies, and kill many Negroes who travel in the woods. When elephants hap- 
pen to come and feed where they are, they will fall on them, and fo beat th»m with 
their clubbed fifts and (ticks, that they are forced to run .away roaring. The grown 
Pongos are never taken alive, owing tq their ftrength, which is fo great that t<m men 
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taimot hold one of them. The young Pongos hang upon their mother’s belly, with 
their hands clafped about her. Many of the young ones are taken by means of fhoot> 
ing the mothers mth poifoned arrows, and the young ones hanging to their mothers, 
are eafily taken. 

The Morombes hunt and kill many little hearts with their dogs ; thefe dogs cannot 
bark, they have wooden clappers about their necks, by thenoife of which they are fol-’ 
lowed. The huntfmen have Petes or whiftles, with which they call their dogs. The 
dogs in all this country are very fmall, with pricked ears, and for the mort part of a 
red and dun colour. The Portuguefe maftiff, or any oi her dog that barks, is greatly 
erteemed ; 1 have known one lo be fold for thirty pounds. 

In the town of Mani Mayambo is a Fetiffo called Maramba, which ftand? 'ft a nigh 
bafket, fliapcd like a bee-hive, and over it a houfe which they call his religious houfe. 
In him they believe, and keep his laws, and carry his reliques about with them. He 
and others of the like I'ort are witches, and make ufe of their witchcraft for hunting 
and killing elephants, recovering fick and lam* '‘people, forecafting favourable or unfa- 
vourable journeys. By this Miramba are all murders and thefts tried, for in this country 
they fometimes bewitch one another to death. And when any one dies, his neighbours 
are brought before Maramta ; and Ihould it be a great man that has died, the whole town 
is fummoned to appear. When they come before Maramba, they kifs and clafp him 
in their arms and fay ; “ Emeno eyge bembet, Maramba that is, “ I some to be 
tried, O Miramba.” And if any one be guilty, he immediately falls down dead ; and 
if any one of them who had fworn has killed any one, though it had been tWenty years 
back, he immediately falls down dead. And fo it is in any other matter. P’rom this 
place to as far as the Cape de Lopo Gonfalves, the people are all alike fuperftitious. I 
was twelve months here and faw many die in this way. 

’I’hefe people are circumcifed, as they are through all Angola, e.xcept the kingdom 
of Congo, who are Chriftians. And tljofe that will be fworn to Maramba, come to the 
chief Gangas, which are their priefts, or mcn-witches ; as well as boys of twelve years 
of age, and men and women. The Gangas puts them into a dark houfe, and there 
they remain certain days upon very hard diet ; after this they are all let abroad, and 
commanded not to fpeak for certain days, what injury foever might occur to them ; 
thus they fuft'er great hardlhips before they arc fworn. Laltly, they are brought before 
Miramba, and have two marks cut upon both their fiioulders, like a half-moon j and 
are fworn by the blood that drops from them, that they will be true to him. A certain 
kind of meat, alfo fifti, and many toys, are forbidden to them. And if they eat any of 
this forbidden meat, they prefently ficken and never recover. All of them carry a 
relique of Maramba in a Httle box and hang it about their necks, under their left arm. 
The lord of the province of Mayombo has the enfigns or colours of Maramba carried 
before him wherever he goes, and on fitting down it is placed before him j and when 
drinking his palm-wine, the firrt cup is poured out at the foot of the Mokefo or idol ; 
and when he eateth any thing whatfoever, the firrt piece he throws towards his left 
hand with enchanting words. 

P’rom Cape Negro northerly, lives a great lord called Mani Seat, who has the 
largert ftores of elephlkts’ teeth of any lord in the kingdom of I.ongo ; then his people 
pradlife nothing elfe but how to kill elephants, and two of thofe Negroes with their 
darts eafily kill an elephant. Great rtores of logwood are found here. 

6 There is another lord towards the eaft who is called Mani Kefoch ; he refides eight 
days’ journey from Mayambo. Here I was with my two Negro boys, to buy elephants’ 
hair 'and tails, and in a month I bought twenty thoufand, which I fold to the Portu- 
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guefe for thirty flaves, and all my charges in the bargain. From this place I fent 
one of my Negro boys to Mani Seat with a looldng-glafs ; he efteemed it much, and 
fent me four elephants* teeth (very great), by his own men j and defired me to caufe 
the Portuguefe, or any other mip, to come to the northward of C-H^e Negro, and he 
would by firer appoint a landing-place, for there was never yet any Portuguefe or other 
• llranger in that place. 

To the north-eaft of Mani Kefoch, are a kind of little people called Marimbas ; who 
are no bigger than boys twelve years old, but are very thick, and live only upon flelh, 
which they kill in the woods with their bows and darts. They pay' tribute to Mani 
Kefoch, and bring all their elephants’ teeth and tails to him. They do not enter the 
houfes of the Marambas, nor fuffer them to come where they dwell. And if by 
chance a Maramba, or people of Longo, pafs where they dwell, they forfake that place 
and go to another. The w'omen carry bows and arrows as well as the men, and walk 
Angle in the woods to kill the Pongos with their poifoned arrows. I have alked the 
Marambas, whether the elephant Ih^deth his teeth or not, and they faid no. But 
fometimes they find thofe teeth in the woods, but they find bones alfo. 

When any man is fufpefted for an offence, he is carried before the King, or before 
Mani Bomma, who is a judge under the King. And if he denies matters, not to be 
proved except by their oath, then this fufpefted perfon Iwears thus : — They have a kind 
of root which they call Imbando ; this root is very ftrong, and is feraped into water. 
The virtue of this root is, that if they put too much into the water, the perfon that 
drinketh it cannot avoid urine : and fo it ftrikes up into the brain, as if he was drunk, 
and he falls down as if he was dead. And thofe that fall are counted guilty, and are 
puniflied. 

In this country none on any account dieth, but they kill another for him : for they 
believe they die not their own natural death, but that foine other has bewitched them 
to death. And all thofe are brought in by the friends of the dead whom they fufpeft ; 
Ib that there many rimes come five hundred men and women to take the drink, made 
of the forefaid root Imbando. They are brought all to the high-ftreet or market- 
place, and there the mailer of the Imbando fits with his water, and gives every one a 
cup of water by one meafurc *, and they are commanded to walk in a certain place till 
they make water, and then they are free. But he that cannot urine prefently falls 
down, and all the people, great and frnall, fall upon him with their knives, and beat and 
cut him into pieces. But 1 think the witch that gives the water is partial, and gives to 
him whofe death is defired the llrongeft water, but no man of the bye-ftanders can per- 
ceive it. This is done in the town of Longo, almoft every week throughout the year. 


Of the Zebra and Hippopotamus . — The Portuguefe Wars in thofe Parts. — The Fijhingf 

Grain, and other things remarkable. 

• 

IN this kingdom there is no kind of tame cattle but goats \ no other cattle will 
live here. Oxen and kinc have been brought hither, but they prefently die. Hens 
in this place do fo abound that one may buy thirty for the worth of fixpence in beatls. 
Pheafants, partridges, and wild fo'wls are plentiful. Here in-land lives a kind of 
a fowl bigger than a fwan, and they are like an heron, with long legs and long necks, 
and is white and black, and has in its breaft a bare place without feathers, where it , 
Ilnkcs with the bill. This is the right pelican, and not thofe fea-birds which the 
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Portuguefe call pelicans, which are white and as big as geefe, and thofe abound in this 
country alfo. 

Here is found the Zevera or Zebra, which is like an horfe ; but its mane, tail, and 
ftreaks of divers llolours down its fides and legs makes a diflFerence. Thefe Zebras 
are all wild and live in great herds, and fuller a man to come within Ihot of them, and 
let Ihoot three or four times at them before they run away. 

Moreover there are great numbers of fea or river -horfes, which feed always on the 
land, and live only by grafs, and they are very dangerous in the water. They are the 
biggeft creature .in this country except the elephant ; they have great rtrength in the 
claws of their left forefoot, ancJ have four claws on every, foot like the claws of an ox. 
The Portuguefe make rings of them, and they are a good remedy for the flux. 

The Portuguefe make wat agaiiill tlie Negroes in this manner. They have from 
Congo a nobleman,- who is known to be a good Chrillian and of good behaviour j he 
brings with him out of Congo fome hundred Negroes as his followers. I'his Macicarigo 
is made Tandala or general over the black canp ; and has authority to kill, to put 
down lords, and make lords, and has all the chief doings with the Negroes. And 
when any lord comes to obey ; firft, he appears before the Tandala bringing him pre- 
fents, in Haves, kine, and goats. Then the Tandala carries him to the Portuguefe 
governor, and prefents tv.s'J Haves to the governor’s page before he goes in. 'I’hen he 
muft have a great gift for the governor, which is fometimes thirty or forty Jlaves and 
cattle befides. And when he comes before the governor, he kneels down and claps 
his hands, and falls down with his face on the ground, and then he rifes and .fays : “ I* 
have been an enemy, and now I proteft to be true, and never more to lift my hand 
againfl you.” The governor then calls a foldier who has deferred a reward, and gives 
the lord to him. Tlys foldier fees that he has no wrongs, and that the lord acknow- 
ledges him to be his mafter ; and he maintains the foldier, and makes him rich. Alfo 
•in war he commands his mailer’s houfe to be built before his own ; and whatfoever he 
has taken that day in the war, he fhares Vitb his mafter. So that there is no Portuguefe 
foldier on any account, but he has his Negro Sova or lord. • 

They ufe upon this coaft to filh with harping-irons, and wait upon a great flfli that 
comes once a day to feed along the fhore, which is like a Grampus. He runs very near 
the Ihore, and drives great fkulls of filh before him ; and the Negroes run along the 
fhore, as faft as they are able to follow him, and ftrike their harping-irons round about 
him, and kill great (lore of fifli, and leave them upon the fand till the fifli has done 
feeding ; and then they come and gather their fifli up. This fifli will many times run 
hirafelf on ground, but they will prefently flicw him oft* again, which is .is much as 
four or five men can do. .They call him Emboa, which is in their fpeech a dog, and 
and will by no means hurt or kill any of them. Alfo they ufe in bays and rivers, 
where fhoal water is, to filh witb mats, which are made of long ruflies, and they make 
them of an hundred fathoms long. The mats'fwitn upon the water, and have long 
rufhes hung upon one edge of the mat, and lb they draw the mat in compafs, as we 
do our nets. The filhes, fearing the ruflies that hang down, fpring out of the water, 
;uid fell upon the mat that lies flat on the water, and fo they are taken. 

There are four forts of corn in Longo : the firft is called Mafanga, and it grows 
upon a ftraw as big as a reed, and has an ear a foot long, and is like hemp feed. Tjie 
fecond is called Mafembala ; this is of great increafe, for of a kernel *lprfng four or live 
ears, which are ten feet high, and they bear half a pint of corn a-piece. This grain is 
as big as tares and very good. Thirdly, they have another that grows low like grafs, 
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and is very like muftard-feed ; this is the beft. They have alfo the great Guinea wheat, 
which they call Maf-impota ; this is the lead efteemed. 

They have very good peal'e, fomewhat bigger than ours ; but they grow not as ours 
do. For the pods grow on the roots underneath the ground ; and by their leaves 
they know when they are ripe. They have another kind of peafe, which they call 
Wandos ; this is a little tree ; and the firft year when planted, it bears no fruit, but 
'after it bears fruit three years, and then it is cut down. 

Their plantain trees bear fruit but once, and then are cut down j and out of the root 
thereof fpring three or four young ones. 

They have great ftores of honey, which hangs in the Elicandy trees. They gather 
it with an hollow piece of wood or cheft, which they hang in the top of the tree, and, 
once a year it is full, by fnioke rewarding the laborious creatures with robbery, exile, 
and death. 

This Alicunde or Elicandy tree is very tall and exceeding great ; fome as big as 
twelve men can fathom, fpreading lik«y^ oak ; fome of them are hollow, and from the 
liberal ikies receive fuch a plenty of water, that they are hofpital entertainers of thoufands 
in that thirfty region. Once have I known three or four thoufand remaining at one of 
thofe trees, and thence receiving all their watery provifions for twenty-four hours, 
and yet not empty. The Negroes climbed up with pegs of hard wood (which the 
Elicandy tree being fofter eafily received, the fmoothnefs not admitting other climbing), 
and I think that fome one tree holds forty tuns of vrater. This tree affords no lefs bounti- 
ful hofpitality to the back than belly, yielding (as her belly to their bellies) her back 
to their backs ; excepting that this is better from the younger trees, whofe fender 
barks being more feafonable for difeipline, are foundly beaten (for man’s fault, whence 
came the lirft nakednels), whereby one fathom cut from the tree, is extended into 
twenty, and is prefcntly fit for wearing, though not fo fine as tl* Inzanda tree yields. 
This tree yields excellent cloth from the inner bark tliereof, by like beating. Of their 
palm-trees, which they keep with watering and cutting every year, they make \ elvets, 
fattins, taffatas, damafks, farcenets, and fuch like ; out of the leaves clcanfcd and 
purged, drawing long even threads for that purpofe. They draw wine, (as it is 
laid) from the palm-tree ; there is another kind of palm-tree, which bears a fruit good 
for the ftomach, and for the liver moft admirable. 

One crocodile was fo huge and greedy, that it devoured an Alibamba, that is, a 
chained company of eight or nine flaves. I have feen them watch their prey, haling in 
general man or other creatures into the water. 
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THE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS UPON THAT COAST, AND THE JUST JU-t^SURES 
FOR IMPROVING THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF THE GUINEA TRADE. 


Written originally in Dutch by William Bos man. Chief I'aAor for the Dutch at the Caille of 
St. George d’Elmina. And now faithfully done into EngliHi.* 


THE author’s preface. 

JT is a common cuftom among authors, to uflier in their writings with a Preface ; which 
fome look upon as a mere ornament of no great importance, and others as a necelTary 
appendage, both for fetting forth the fubjeft, method, and defign of the performance, 
'and for giving the reader an opportunity to know the qualifications of his author : and 
it is the latter of thefe that I here join with. 

The world is at prefent fo overftocked with books, that it is almoft impolfible to 
bring any new thing to light, unlefs another new world were difeovered ; the countries 
and people in all parts of the world, being already deferibed by various authors. But 
it was an ancient Ikying among the Romans, that Africa always produces fomething 
new ; and, to this day, the faying is very juli ; for the coaft of Guinea, which is part 
of Africa, is for the moft part unknown, ^not only to the Dutch, but to all Europeans, 
and no particular defeription of it is yet come to light ; nor, indeed, any thing, but a 
few feraps fcattered in books written upon other fubjeds, moft of which are contrary 
to truth, and afford but a forry iketch of Guinea. 

Being a lover, from my youth, of the deferiptions of travels and voyages, and ac- 
counts of foreign countries, I quickly took a diftafte at fuch authors As palmed pfeca- 
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rious reports upon the world’ for certain truths ; and, having never ftirred out of their 
native country, take all for truth that is handed to them from abroad, and recommend 
it as fuch to the world : in imitation of Ariftotle, who, being ordered by Alexander (as 
the ftory goes) to write of the nature of animals, grounded and completed his perform- 
ance upon the report of every traveller he could meet with. In thofe days, when the 
.world was not fb well known as it is now, that fort of writing might go down : but now- 
a-days a man of I'enfe will fcarcely venture upon it, confidering that his advances will be 
compafled by a variety of travellers, and where he departs from what they find to be 
the real truth, he will be expofed for a fabulous author. In this cout»try of Holland, 
we have had particularly two fuch writers in the lall century, who fet forth many books, 
and are now fo well known by the bulkinefs of their writings, and the manner of their 
performances, that it is needlefs to fay more of them tha'ii this, that the world does 
them juflice enough if they credit but one ,half of what they write upon foreign I'ub- 
jefts, without derogating from what e.redit is due to their works that relate to our own 
country ; for which fubjedl they are vVy well qualified. I could not forbear oppofing 
them upon fome heads, and publifhing the truth of what they have mifreprelented ; 
and, in fo doing, I reckon I have done fome fervicc. And if they are fo touched with 
my freedom as to rake me to talk (according to their threats), I am well affured that at 
leaft they lhall not fix any falfehood upon me. I had always a longing defire to go and 
fee what I read of in books ; and, during my fourteen years flay upon the coaft of 
Guinea, lliM an opportunity of fatisfying my defire, there being few or fcarcely any 
places upon the coali, where I have not Itaid for fome time, and can now fpcak t'f 
with experience. 

And while I thus gratified my own curiofity, I confidered that man was created not 
for himfcif alone, but likewife to ferve his neighbour ; and that Jj^e fineft things lofe 
their greateft fplendour by being fmothered in the brciill of one man : upon this con- 
fideration, I reckoned inyfelf bound to impart to my countrymen what 1 have beheld 
with pleafure ; and that the rather, that 1 was dfcfired fo to do by my very good friend 
to whom the enfuing letters arc addrelTed. Though my friend’s demand was contrary 
to my inclination, yet I cheerfully complied with it ; only I had fome wandering re- 
flexions upon the reafons alledged in my firft letter, particularly that of my unpolifted 
way of exprelfing myfelf. But confidering I do not publilh this for a piece of confum- 
mate rhetoric, but only to fatisfy thofe who arc curious in this way, I hope to be ex- 
cufed. My foie defign is to gratify thofe who are moved with the fame curiofity that 
influenced me, or may hereafter have an opportunity of being concerned on the coaft 
of Guinea ; to gratify them, I lay, with a diftindl account of the difpofition and con- 
ftitution of thofe countries, and the various opinions that prevail there. This is my ' 
aim, and I hope I lhall in fome meafure compafs it. In fine, if what I have here pub- 
lilhed can be of the leaft ufc, I lliall reckon myfelf richly rewarded for my pains. 

At firft I had contrived this work, fo as to divide it into five books, treating of fo 
many feveral fubjeXs. The firft, of the difpofition of the Gold Coaft ; its extent, 
divifion, fertility, and the employment or livelihood of the inhabitants. The fecond, 
of the inhabitants in general ; their genius, cuftoms, manners, religion, government, 
and habitations, with what relates thereunto. The third, of the trade of the coaft ; 
how it is carried on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, and how the 
Negroes aft theif part in it. The fourth, of the animals of the country ; whether 
wild or tame, as quadrupeds, reptiles, infefts, and fowl, befides the filh, the plants, 
the fruits. The fifth, of the kingdoms of Ladingcour, Goto, the two Popos, and 
10 -the 
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the charming country 6f Fida: with a conclusion, daTcribing a coafting voyage per- 
formed by me in the year 1698. 

But fince, ha^^ng the oppori unity to fend the whole matter of the above-mentioned 
five books, in feveral letters to rny very good friend, I chofe to alter the divifion, and 
draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in each as much as the conveniency of tiidie 
allowed. To thefe twenty letters there are two more annexed, which were wrote to* 
me by two perfons in our fervi'.e, and relate to the countries where they were employed, 
and where 1 hat^ never been. This new divifion, I hope, will not be unacceptable to 
the reader, in regard that ever; letter ftill prefents him ith fomething that is new. ^ 
mull own it pleales me better than the firlh * 

For fome time after I begun this work, 1 wag much troubled that there was not a 
man on the coall that could draw and defign : but after I had gone a great way in it, 
there came one to the coall that was verfed in that art, upon which I immediately fet 
him to work, upon drawing all the forts (Dutch/ Englifli, and Danilli,) to the eaft of 
Elmina ; dlid, for his greater conveniency, 1 made the journey with him myfelf, being 
font by our general upon allairs relating to our trade. The animals, which upon my 
order were brought to us, he drew by the lifej and the forts he drew with a Juft re- 
gard to perfpedlive. But leath, which fpares no man, vifited my draughtfman, juft 
when we were ready to rake another journey to the weft of Elmina. In a few days^ 
time he was well and dead ; and fo left me provided only with the half qf/ivhat I de- 
figned, there being no other draughtfman on the coall. 

1 have purpofely affefted brevity, otherwife I could have drove out to a ‘bulky vo- 
lume : but, confidering that it is tedious and naufeous to dwell long upon one thing, I 
prefume the reader i^l be thereby gratified. 


A DESCRIPTION, Stfc. OF GUINEA. 

, LETTER I. — Treating of the Gold Coajl in general, and the Country of Axhn in parti, 
cular, the Settling of the Dutch and Brandenburghers there,, the imprudent ConduB of 
the latter upoji this Coajl ; of Rio de Cobre, and the unhappy Accident that happened 
to a Fort there. 

Sir, 

VOUR agreeable of September ift 1700, was feafonably handed to me by Captain 
N. N. , by which I am perfeftly fatisfipd, that, through your diligence and con- 
du£l, my affairs are brought to a happy iffue. 'Die leaft I can do, is to thank you, 
with alTurance that I will flip no opportunity of making the bell returns I am capable 
of in requital of fuch unufual fervices ; indeed I am very unfit to do ;; in the way you 
oblige me to ; you exaft from me an accurate defcription of this country, and though 
by my long refidence here, I am, or at leaft ought to be in fome mdifure acquainted 
with it, yet there are feveral reafons which I might alledge in excufe ; among which 
no Imall ones are, tfi^t my infufficiency and unpolillied way of exprefling myfelf rend^ 
me uncapable to reprefent things in their juft propriety and connexion j but what I have 
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yet to ofier requires my more* ferfous coqfiderati'on, whether, bdbg adiually in the ferviw 
of our Weft India Company, it is confident with my duty to difcover the ftate of theic 
aflttirs ; being very dubious on this head, I could have heartily wiftied you would have 
fpared me this heavy talk, fearing it was what might contribute to make you, as well 
as tnyfelf, uneafy. But at laft, reflcfting on your friendfliip, and the obligation receiv- 
'cd, I foon Itepped over thefe and all other difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour 
your fatisfadion, upon promilb that your ufual good-nature will excufe my incorrett 
ftyle ; and reft affured, that, however I fuccced, a fincere intention to oblige *you to 
the ucinoft, is never wanting. ' 

Returning to yours, I find your curiofity extends itfelf primarily to that country 
where your nephew was laft placed by the general : in anfvver to which, be pleafed to 
take the following account. — ^"I'his codntry, called Axim, is cultivated and abounds 
with numerous, large, and beautiful villages, all extraordinarily populous ; fome of 
which are fituate on the fea-fliore, anrl others farther on the main land ; the moft con- 
fiderable amongft the former lie underthe Brandeiiburghian and Dutch forts, of whicli 
the latter is by much the beft. 

Our fort here is obliged for its prefent name of St. Anthony to the Portuguefe, who 
were its firft mafters ; but Anno 1 642, were driven from tljis and feveral other places 
by our countrymen ; and indeed, formerly the Portuguefe ferved for fetting-dogs to 
fpring the game, which, as foon as they had done, was ieized by others. But to return 
to our fort, *^hich was not great, but neatly and beautifully built as well as ftrong and 
conveniently fituated : it is provided with three good batteries, befides breafi-works, 
out-works, and high walls on the land fide, as well as a fufficient quantity of guns ; 
and if it were well ftored with provifions, might hold out againft a ftrong array of the 
natives. I am heartily forry I cannot fend you a draught of it, becaufc the main artift, 
who was about it, died before it was half finiflied ; for which reafon you are not to ex- 
pedl fo much as a Iketch of any fort weft of Elmira, but the drawings of thofe eaftward 
ure at your fervice. 

You cannot' be ignorant that your nephew is made principal fadlor by Mr. N. N., 
who is intrufted by the Company as well as the general, with an abfolute power over 
that whole country j the inhabitants being reduced to that entire fubjeftion, that they 
dare not refufe, but are firmly bound to ferve the faftor to the utmoft with what the 
country affords ; nor dare they decide any judiciary cafe without his cognizance, he 
being a fort of chief juftice appointed to puniih even the chief ol the Negroes, according 
to the cuftom of the country j but of their laws I intend (if I live long enough) a more 
particular account. But at prefent, before I proceed any farther, 1 fliall prefent you^ 
with a fmall iketch of the Guinea Coaft, efpecially that called 4 he Gold Coaft, and what" 
is poffelVed either by our own countrymen, or other Europeans. 

Guinea is a large country, extended feveral hundred miles, abounding with innumer- 
able kingdoms, and feveral commonwealths. 

Several authors have reprefented Guinea gs a mighty kingdom, whofe prince by his 
vidorioufnefs had fubdued numerous countries, and ere&ed their whole extent of land 
into one mighty kingdom, which he called Guinea : how great this miftake is, I hope 
to evince to you ; fmee the very name of Guinea is not fo much as known to the natives 
here, nor the imaginary Guinea monarchy yet to be found in the world. 

The Gold Co‘aft' being a part of Guinea, is extended about fixty miles, beginning 
w^h the Gold River three ipiles weft of Affine, or twelve above Axim, and ending 
twth the village Ponni, feven or eight miles eaft of Acra. 

j I am 
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h am uttwifling to detain you with a defcription : of tht traft of land betwixt Alfine 
and Rio, or the river Cobre, about a mile above our fort j fince thie trade of tlftt place 
is at prefent fo inconfiderable that it is very little frequented, though nine or ten years 
ago its dommerce was in a flourilhing ftate ; but iince the golden country of Affine 
(from .whence gold was brought thither) was conquered, and almoft devaftated, the 
Dinckin-rafe traffic has run at a low ebb, *and the little gold dull which is brought thi- . 
ther is either fophifticated or of very fmall value : wherefore I Aall fleer my courfe 
along thte Gold Coafl, and without confidering the rank of precedence, take them fairly 
as they lie in myVay, and defci’be them as well as the cc ipafs of a letter will permit. 

The countries from the Ancoberfian River to the village Ponni, are eleven in n'nn- 
ber, viz. Axim, Ante, Adorn, Jabi, Commani, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Acion, igonna, 
and Aquamboe ; each containing one, two, or three towns or villages, lying upon the 
fea-ffiore, as well under, as betwixt the forts of the Europeans ; their grcatell and molt 
populous towns being generally farther on land.. Seven of thefe are kingdoms, go- 
verned by their refpetlive Kings ; and tlie reft leing governed by fome of tlie principal 
men amongft them, feem to approach nearer to commonwealths : but I fliall give you a 
more particular account of them hereafter, and in order thereto at prefent begin with 
Axim ; which, as the notion of power runs here, was formerly a potent monarchy, but 
the arrival of the Brandenburghers divided the inhabitants, one part of them putting 
themfelvcs under the proteftion of the new comers, in expedation of an eaher 
government and loofer reins, in which they were not millaken, as the'^onfequence 
evinced ; but the other part, which were the moft honefl and leaft changeable, ftaid 
under our government. But if we take a view of this country before this time, we filall • 
find it to be extended fix miles in length, computing from the mentioned Rio Cobre, 
(Ancober, or the Serpentine River, fo called by the Portuguefe, from its intricate wind- 
ing and inland^courfe of twenty miles) to the village Boefwa, a mile weft of' our fort, 
near the village of Boutry. 

The Negro inhabita-'ts are generally wry rich, driving a great trade with the Euro* 
peans for gold, which they chiiiiy vend to the Englifh and Zealand inferlopcrs, not- 
withftanding the fevere ijeivaliy they incur thereby; for if we catch them, their fo 
bought goods are not only forfeited, but a heavy fine is laid upon them : not deterred 
1 fay by this, they all hope to efcape ; to cfl'eft which, they bribe our Haves (w'ho are 
fet as watches and fpies over them) to let them pafs by night ; by which means we are 
hindered from having much above an hundreth part of the gold of this land. And the 
plain reafon why the natives run this rifque of trading with the interlopers, is, that their 
^'^goods are fometimes better than ours, and always to be had one third part cheaper ; 
whereby they, are encouraged againll: the danger, very well knowing, that a fiiccefsful 
correfpondence will foon enrich them. 

Thefe interlopers are feveral of them fitted out by private merchants in f Tolland to 
drive this trade ; which is in ell’ert, to rob the Well India Company of the advantage of 
their Placaat or patent obtained from the, Statcs-General, which empowers them to 
trade on this coafl, exclufive of all others ; and of punifhing all ofi’enders againfl this 
right with the lofs of life and goods ; all their Ihips, in cafe tliey feize them, being free 
prize : but though in ray time we have taken feveral of them, the law has not been • 
rigoroufly put in execution, but we generally content ourfelves with making examples 
ot fome of the ring-leaders in terrorm ; and when they are feized, fortie one or other 
of the Company’s officers find it their interelt to let them flip through their fingers. 
But not to accufe any body, fince every one hath his frailty, let us return to the inha- 
bitarits of Axim, whom we find induftrioufly employed either , in trade, filhing, or agri- 
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culture, and that is chiefly eariircifed m the culture of rice, which grows here above** ill - 
other places in an incredible abundance, and is tranfported hence all the Gold Coaft 
over. The mhabitants in lieu returning full fraught with millet, jammes, potatoes, and 
palm oil ; all which arc very rare here, for the foil is naturally moift, and though fit to 
produce rice, and fruit trees, doth not kindly yield other fruits. 

But having already hinted fomething relafing to the Brandenburghers, it will not, 

I hope, be tedious to particularize a little on their prefent ftate. Their principal for- 
trefs is not above three miles eaft of our fort St. Anthony, and is called Ffederics- 
burgh j it is fituate on the hill Mamfro near the village Pocquefoe, and is handfome and 
reafonably large, ftrengthene i with four large batteries furnilhed with forty-lix pieces 
oi' ordnance, but too flight and linall ; the gate of this fort is the moft beautiful on all 
the coall, but proportionably much too large for the Itruflure, fo that the garrifon feems 
to have an equal right with the burghers of Minde, to the advice that they fliould keep 
their gate clofe fliut for fear the fdi^ Ihould run away. On the call fide it hath a 
beautiful out- work, which deprives the fortrefs of a great part of its ftrength, where- 
fore it would be cafily gained if attacked on this fide ; befides which, the greatefl; 
fault in this building is, that the breaft-works are built no higher than a man’s knee, 
and the men thereby are continually expofed defencelefs |to tlic Ihot from without ; 
which is no linall inconvenience in wars with the Blacks, for no perfon can come upon 
the battei^es, but the Negroes eafily reach him with a mufquet-lhot : for the reft, the 
building part is not to be objeded againft, and is provided with a great many fine 
dwellings within. 

The commander-in-chief of this fort, and indeed of all the pofleflions of the Bran- 
denburghers on this coaft, confifting of two forts and a lodge, takes the title of 
director-general under His Electoral Highnefs of Brandenburgh and his African com- 
pany. For fome time part their commanders and fervants, except common foldiers, 
have been moft part Dutch, who in imitation qf our nation have always aimed at an 
abfolute dominion over the Blacks ; but never could yet accomplilh their end, being 
hitherto hindered by their inteftine dift'enlions and irregularities, or the villainous nature 
of their Negroes, who, having moftly fled from us on occafion of crimes committed by 
them, have taken refuge under them. 

In the time of my rcfidence here I can remember feven of their directors ; the firft, 
John Nyman, an Embdencr, a man of found judgment, good fenfe, and great expe- 
rience, who difeharged his office with the greatelt fidelity and good condutl, by which 
means he quitted this country with a great deal of honour, and left a very good name 
behind him : he was fucceeded by John and Jacob Ten-Hooft, the father and fon, who* 
both acquired a large fhare of reputation, and kept their fubordinates in due decorum, 
efpecially the fon, who by good-nature and a civil addrefs gained the afi'edion of the 
Blacks, and had every body at his devotion : by which means he eftablilhed the Bran- 
denburghian affairs in a much better condition than any before him ; and as they never 
had a betterigovernor, fo it is very much toibe doubted, they will repent the time when 
they removed him, and appointed Gyfbrecht van Hoogveldt in his place, who before 
had been faftor in our fervice at Axim, where he treated thofe under him fo ill, that 
General Joel Smits and the council were obliged to difeharge and fend him from lh« 
Coaft, as incapable of their fervice. However, being now commander-in-chief, to 
reconcile himfelf to the offended Negroes his old enemies, he granted them feyeral 
ihmehifes and privileges, which ferved not only to leffen the power of the Brafden- 
burghers, and lay the firft foundation of their ruin, but after a fhort government the 
Europeans and Blacks jointly rofe againft him j and after trying him, difeharged him 
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oiwe more the govenjment and Coaft ; choofing . in hi||[>lace one John van Laar, an 
Anabaptift, who was found to have a much better tolent at drinking of brandy than at 
f. biifmefs ; arid took fo little care of the public, that all went to mini and he himfelf was 
timely removed by death, to make way , for John Vifler his fucccflbr, a perfoii, who 
wanting even common fenfe, was therefore incapable of that truft. Shortly after his 
elevation, his faftor at 'Acoda was killed by the Negroes, which he having neither fuf- 
ficient conduct nor power to revenge, they continued their unbridled outrages at the 
expence the lives of feveral rf his Europeans; and laftly, feizing his perfon, they 
carried him into the inland country, and after miferably bre ulting almofl; all his limbs, 
and fallening abundance of fton s about his body, drow him in the fea. This 
barbarous murther was varioufly talked of here: but alf agree that the Euroj.e'’ s 
under his command confented *o, and abetted it ; and forne affert it was done*Ly their 
order; and Adrian Grobbe (chofen by the Negroes) his , fuccelTor, is generally charged 
with the greatell lharc in this crime ; if he is iimoc^’t 1 hope he will clear himfelf, but 
if guilty, may heaven avenge it on him and his /.ccoinplices : for it hath very per- 
nicioufly weakened the power of all the Europeans on thii^Coaft, and filled them 
with ajiprehcnfions not altogether groundlefs, that if this bloody fact elcapes unpuniflied, 
nobody is here fecurc of life. It hath already lb cnllavc J the Brandeiiburghers, that 
I very much doubt whethc!r *ver they will regain the mallcry, for the Negroes having 
once got the ujiper hand will fufficiently lord it over them. 

I could not help imparting to you this event, equally ftrange and detsfAble ; to 
which I was indeed the rather induced, becaufe* as you are perfettly acquainted with 
all the European trade of the Eanbden compimy, fo you may take an opportunity of 
informing them how their affairs have been managed here lor fome years pall. But 
taking leave of this fort, let us take a ftep tw'o miles and a half eaftwards below 
Cape 'riefpuntos, where we find another Brandenburghian fort at Acoda called Do- 
rotlica ; which by order of our fuperiors was amplified and delivered to them aboq^ 
eleven years paft; fince which they have 'very confiden-bly llrengthened and improved 
it. It is a houfc covered with a fiat roof, on which are two ftnall batteries and half 
curtains, upon which they have planted I'everal light pieces of cannon ; it is indeed 
furuifhed with a fufficlent number of rooms and conveniencies, though but llightly 
built and fomewhat crowded. 

Betwixt Maufro and Acoda, the Brandeiiburghers, in 1674, built another fort-houfc 
at the village Tacrama, in the middle of Cape Trefpuntos. l licir general’s defign 
was to build a fort ht:re to preferve and defend the adjacent watering place in their 
power. Upon the whole, the keeping of this lodge and the two farmer forts hath 
been fo very expenfive to triem, that I am of opinion they will not hallily augment 
their charge by undertaking any new building. 

The Brandenburgh afiairs having infenfibly fwelled this letter to a larger bulk than 
I intended, and obliged me to defer my defigned account of the vegetables of the coun- 
try of Axim to another opportunity ; and that I may not cloy you at once, I fhall con- 
clude only with a defeription of the above-mentioned Snake River, or river of ilncober, 
which lall name it takes frcsni the country it runs through. 

This river is too Jileafant to be flightly paffed over, and as I have already told you, 
is a mile above our fort St. Anthony ; its mouth is very wide, with fo fhallow water, 
that I queftion whether it is paffable with a boat, but a little farther it ^ows deeper and 
narrower; after which, in feveral miles no obfervable alteration appears. How far its 
inland courfe extends I cannot inform you, though I have travelled above .three ftnall 
days’ vioyage upon it, and found it as pleafant as any part of the Guinea coaft, not ex- 
’ cep ting 
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by Mr. Focquembourg’s defcription, which adventures to compare it with the country 
of Cleve, that, leaving the truth of his comparifon to the decifion of thofe that have 
feen both, I fliall only in purfuance of my defign inform you, that this country, as 
well as all the gold-coaft, abounds in hills, all enriched with extraordinarily high and 
beautiful trees ; its valleys betwixt the hills are wide and extenfive, proper for the 
planting of all fort of fruits, and if they were as well cultivated as watered, would fup- 
ply half the coaft with eatables. The earth produceth, in great abundance, very good 
rice, the richeft fort of millet, the grain of which is red, jambs, potatoes, and other 
fruits, all good in their kind ; nor is the foil in the leall deficient irt fruit-trees. The 
fugar-canes grow here more'-and larger than any where elfe ; fo that I am not without 
hopes that a fuccefsful plantation may in time be here let on foot. For wine and oil, 
the palm affords what excels in quantity as well as quality. In Ihort, it is a land w'hich 
yields its manurers as plentiful a crop as they can wilh, being befides very well fur- 
niflied with all forts of tame as we^i as wild beafis ; but the lafl fatal w’ar betwixt the 
Anteans and Adomians hath reduceth it to a miferablc condition, and ftript it of moll 
of its inhabitants : befides which, the miferable few left behind are fo difpirited, that 
they Ihelter themfelves under our fort near Boutry, leaving the greatefi; part of the 
land wild and uncultivated. It is, indeed, deplorable to^fce it at prefent, and reflect 
on its former flourilhing condition in the years 1690 and 1691. Before the war, I 
being t hr^ an afliftanf, had an opportunity of walking to Boutry and through this 
country, when it regaled the eyes with the pleafant profpeit of numerous villages well 
peopled," a plentiful harveft and abundance of cattle ; infomuch that a foldier who 
could very hardly live on his fubfiftence-money in other places could fare delicioufly 
here on the half : and if there be any difference in places, with refpedf to their health- 
fulnefs, I Ihould prefer Boutry before all the reft : for during my ftay there, it was 
obfervable that fewer died there in proportion to the number of people and time than 
any where : and 1 dare affirm, that if the faine care was taken upon the whole coaft as 
there, Guinea would foon lofe its dreadful mortal name. 

I had almoft paffed over the moft charming part of the whole Antefe land, betwixt 
Acoda and Boutry, being watered by a frefh river which runs by our fort to the inner 
part of .the land, planted with high trees on both fides ; which, wide as it is, is over- 
Ihadow’ed by the leaves. I have by frequent experience found this river navigable three 
miles from the fea-fhore ; but though it reacheth farther, the violent water-falls, which 
pour down from the rocks into the river, render it unpalfablc l)eyond. It affords 
great plenty of fifh, notwithffanding the incredible number of crocodiles it is peftered 
with, which muft neceffarily devour vaft quantities. 

In my defcription of Rio Cubre 1 mentioned the great multitude of apes there ; but 
this country is fo full of thefe unlucky animals, whole only talent is mifehief, that one 
would be apt to think that this was properly their kingdom, or grand rendezvous. 

If my memory doth not deceive me, you are a very great lover of river-oyflers ; be 
pleafed therefore to make a trip hither,. and I will engage you fhall be fatisfied with 
them at the expence only of the trouble of gathering them, and in lefs than an hour’s 
time I will undertake to Ihew you one hundred thoufand growing on the trees : pray 
do not be furprized, you have before now heard of Soland geefe, and Chinefe fifh 
^hich change into fo^l ; perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and per- 
haps I am of your mind, yet all this fhall not prevent my account how oyfters grow 
here. On each fide of the river grows a fort of trees, great and fraall intetjnixed, 
whofe branches fhoot direflly into the water (thofe which remain above its furface 
bemg withered and dry), while the former become immediately leaved with fmall 
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oyfters, at firft about the bignefs of fhell-fnails, but in a very fliort time grown to th«r 
mature fize. 

I remember to have mentioned the Englifh and Dutch forts at Zaconde : they were, 
indeed, about fix years part in being, but the trade at fo low an ebb, and the officers 
of each fort fo jealous of the oti'.er, that they both lived in miferable poverty, at the 
expence of both the Englifli and Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Englifli 
fortrefs was burnt and dellroyt d by the Antean Negroes ; its chief commander and 
fome of the Englifli being killed, and the rell being plundered of all their own and the 
Company’s goods ; and at prevnt the out-walls only a e left Handing, by which, 
though very little to our advantage, we are left the maflei><! of this place. Indeed. I’d 
year, wc traded confiderably h^irc for a large quantity of gold, which theEngiith under- 
ftanding, made feveral attempts to rebuild their fort, but were always obftruiled by the 
Antean Negroes. 

Before the war, betwixt Adorn and Ante, this Zaconde was one of the finefl: and 
richeft villages, as well in money a^ people, up in the whole coaft : but the Adomefe 
conquerors entirely burnt and tlellroyed it. I'he few flight dwellings which are here 
at prefent were built fince, and others are daily building, fo that ere-long, it may 
grow to be an indiflerent viilhge ; but to re-in.ftate it in its flourilhing condition requires 
feveral years. , . 

1 have formerly mentioned the pleafantnefs of the Antefe country, but th.ervcame no 
farther th:m a little below Boutry. But the land for two or three miles round about 
thefe forts is not lefs agreeable than the former ; befides that, here and behind Toco- 
rary, a mile wed of Zaconde, the valleys are fo much finer, that it is impoflible for 
imagination to conceive any thing more charming. I have here feen a large plain fo 
plentifully and properly adoined with lofty trees and woods, as if dame Nature had 
defigned to fliew her mafter-piece here ; and between the rows of trees the paths were 
all covered with white fand, in which v;ere obfervable the foot-fteps of thoufands of 
harts, elephants, tigers, wild -cats, and other forts of bealls. In fliort, tl^is place is fo 
very plentiful that it is impoflible to walk here without raptures. 

I'he village or town of Tocorary, or rather the fort which was there, hath from 
time to time had feveral European millers : but it is now fo ruined, that no vifible 
remnants of it are left. The Englifli, Dutch, Brandenburghers, Swedes, and Danes, 
have all had their turns in polfeffion ot it. In 1665 , the Englifli were drove from 
thence by De Ruyter, they having before got polfeflion by clandeftine means : but of 
this you may be further informed in Brand’s life of De Ruyter. Since that time it hath 
yet once changed mailers, but fell at lall into our hands ; and fince I came hither, our 
traffic was tranfafted in a Negro’s houfe ; but that not meeting witli its defired fuccefs, 
we abfolutely quitted the whole : and the town was fo deflroyed and burnt in the war 
by the Adomefe, that it is at prefent inhabited by a few inconfiderable people only. 
But taking leave of the Antefe country for the prefent, let us turn towards the town 
Chama, in the way to which, is Aboary a village, near which we had a lodge for 
feveral years ; but it being found to conduce more to the advantage of tliofe who were 
placed there than the Company’s, it was quitted as an unneceflary charge. The town 
Chama is moderately large and well peopled, but its inhabitants fo mifrrably poor, that 
I do not believe they have any like them on the Gold Coaft. Our iort here is about 
the fize of that of Boutry ; very fmall, but a little longer : it hath four fmall batteries, 
and j’lft as many guns as the forenamed place, and was called (as it is at prefentj St.Se- 
baftian’s by the Portuguefe, from whom we took it. In our wars with England, it was 
in a manner levelled with the ground, being only encompaffed with paliflidoes, which 
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the Englifli perceiving, thought it would be no difficult matter to drive us from thence ; 
and accordingly, in conjunftion with the Jabifhians, attacked us : but found fo vigorous 
and unexpected a refiftance, that they were obliged to lofe their labour, and return to the 
place from whence they came, ever fince which we have enjoyed it without the lead 
interruption. 

A little behind our fort the Jabifli land begins, and extends itfelf a few miles towards 
the inland part of the country : but I fhall only deferibe that part fituate on the coaft. 
It is at prefent but a fmall diftriCf, and not very potent, though the firft kingdom 
which occurs in our defeent from the higher country. Its King is To great a prince, 
that I fhould confider very f’rioufly before I fhould give him credit for the value of 
ten pounds fterling in goods, for fear he fhould not be ^ble to pay me ; it is, indeed, 
true, that he, and his fubjeCfs, if 1 may fo call them, make fo confiderable an advan- 
tage of the planting and felling of .millet yearly, that they would foon become rich if 
their too potent neighbours did not continually fleece and keep them under, which they 
are not able to prevent. 

The Chamafeian River, or Rio de St. Juan, called by the Negroes, Boflum Pra, 
which they adore as a God (as the word Boflum fignifies), takes its courfe from our 
fort, palling by the Jabiftiian and Adomefe country, as t well as that of Jufier, and 
thence (if we may credit the Negroes), extending itfelf about one hundred miles in 
land, lujg^a fmall matter lefs than the river of Ancober, but wide enough, and hath 
the advantage of being fo laid, that loadcn boats may conveniently come into it from 
the fea, if the pilot be but fo careful as to avoid a rock near its mouth, which the failors 
call the Sugar ; for elle they are liable to be fplit, as it hath feveral times happened 
during my refidence tliere, and Ibme have been loft, efpecially il the fea happened to 
turn, or was rough. T his river is very advantageous to ui : for befldes the freih water 
with which our fhips ftore themfelves, it furnilhes the caflle w'ith fuel for the kitchens 
and ovens, as allb with w'ood necefl'ary for fmgill fhipping ; fo that, indeed, the river is 
really more ufeful to us than the fort itfelf j and without the former I do not believe we 
fhould long keep the latter. For befides that the commerce here is not confiderable, 
and the keeping the fortrefs very expenfive, we are. continually plagued with a villain- 
ous fort of Negroes, amongft which thofe of Adorn are none of the bell ; w'hofe 
country I have before told you, ftretcheth itfelf along by the river, and contains fevera! 
iflands in the midit of the faid river, adorned with fine towns and villages ; ;uid, in- 
deed, what hath furprized me moft in this country, is the wonderful fituation of the 
Adomefe territories; for we find they are extended along both the rivers C.hama and 
Ancober, w'hich are reckoned above fixteen miles diflant from each cither on the 
ftrand ; fo that this land muft be very large, and feems to go up the river Chama in a 
rtraight line, and then turns with a narrow flip of land to Rio Cobre. But to proceed, 
it is governed by five or fix of the principal men, there being here no King. One of 
thefe is fo potent, that he can, as it is faid, carry tlie King of Jabi upon his horns. 
T his republic, or commonwealth, or rathetr common plague to mankind (as being an 
alTembly of thieves and vilhiins), if it could be unanimous, would be able to raife a 
powerful army to the terror of their neighbours. Anno 1 690, they jointly began a 
war againft the Antefe, which continued tliree or four years, till they had almoft ruined 
the country and people ; who yet will not fubrait to them, but continue to bid them 
defiance. 

They alfo were at war with the three nations on tlic river Ancober a few yeara.,paft ; 
whom they obliged to buy a peace at the price of a brge fum of gold. 
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In thefe exjjeditions they had a Negro for their general, who was of a nature fo vio- 
lent for war that he could 4iot live in peace; but as greedy of wars as he was, no en- 

S ement fcarcely happened with thofe of Ante and the river, in which he was not 
iged to his heels for his fafety ; fo that if his companions had been no better foldiers 
than hiinfelf, he had foon been flopped in his career : and yet the other governors dare 
not difpleafe him, he being the richefl of them all in money and men. 

This Anqua, for fo he is called, is more deteftably bloody and barbarous than any 
Negro I have met with on the whole coall, nor is his name ever mentioned without 
horror. ' 

This barbarous monfler having in an engagement ta^n five of his principal An- efe 
enemies, anno 1691, he wrunded them all over; after which, with a nn re than 
brutal fury, he fatiatf d, though not tired hiiitfelf, by fucking their blood at their gap- 
ing wounds ; but bearing a more than ordinary grudge aguinft one of them, and not 
contented with the mentioned favage cruelty, he caufed him to be laid bound at his 
feet, and his body to be pierced with hot-irons> gathering the blood that iflued from him 
in a vefl'el, one half of which he drank, and oflercd up the reft unto his god. In 
this manner doth this mercilefs bloody wretch treat his conquered enemies ; and no 
wonder, lor if opportunity the wanting to exercife his cruelty on them, his own fub- 
jeds always fupply their place ; for his infatiable thirft after blood mull one way or 
other be fatisfied. In the year 1692, when he took the field the fecond jcune againft 
the Antefo, I went to give him a vifit in his camp, near Cliama ; he received me very 
civilly, and treated me very well, according to the cullom of the country : b’ut whilft 
he and 1 were diverting ourfelves together, a frelh opportunity offered itfelf for the ex- 
ercife of his brutifli cruelty ; which w'as only a Negro obferving that one of his wives 
had a ncw-fafliioncd coral on, and taking a part of it in his hand to look on, without 
faking it off her neck ; which fhc, not thinking any hurt, freely permitted him to do. 1 
Ihuuld here inform you by the way, tirit thefe Negroes allow their wives all honed 
liberty of converfatioiy even with their llaves. Jiut Anejua fo relented this innocent 
ireedom, that as foon as I was cut of the camp, he caufed both wife and Have to be 
put to death, di inking their blood, as he ufed to do that of his enemies. For fuch 
another trivial crime, a little before, he had caufed the hands of one of his wives to 
be cut oil ; alter which, in derifion, he ufed to command her to look his head for 
vermin, which being impoflible with her dumps, afforded him no fmall diverfion. I 
might, indeed, have I'pared this account of his fell brutality till I come to treat of the 
nature of the Negroes ; but his inhuman barbarity being unparalleled among all 
the Guineans, and being upon the defeription of his country, 1 thought this place as 
proper ; and that the rather, becaufe I am not at prefent lurnilhed with other matter,. 
But to return to our delcription. The natives here are very powerful and rich ;■ as 
bt.ing fituate in the pafs which the inland-dealers mud come through in order to traffic ; 
by w hich means they have a very good opportunity of enriching themfelves by trade. 
Belides, they have fcveral gold-mines in their country, one whereof was difeovered 
about tfiree years pad. The riches of thefe countries conlifling in gold, and the great 
numbers of people have fo puft them up, that thofe who deal wfth them ought to be 
endowed with a more than ordinary diferetion. 

The foil is very good and fruitful in corn and other produdions of,! he earth ; which 
it affords in fuch plenty, that, befides what ferves their own necellities, they always 
ex'pofe large quantities to lale. Here are competent numbers of cattle both tame and 
wild, and the river abundantly dores them with fifli, fo that nothing is indeed here 
waniibg tltat is nccelfary to human fubfidence.. 
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This, Sir, is all I can inform you of relating to the countries of Jabi and Adorn, with 
which I ihall conclude this letter, and always remain with refpeft, yours, &c. 


LETTER III. — • Containing a Defcription of the Country of Commany .* of our, and the 
Englijh Fort there. — A Relation of the War betwixt our Company and the Kingdom of 
Commany, and its original Caufe. — A Defcription of the Cajile of Elmina ; and, to 
conclude this Letter, of the Town of that Name. , 

Sir, V 

OUR defcription of the Gold Coaft leads tis at prefent to the kingdom of Commany, 
which borders upon Adorn and Jabi j but as I am juft beginning according to my 
former method, 1 feafonably recoll<^ a letter of yours, wherein you feem Ijjrprized 
at the war betwixt our Company ana thofe of Commany. I find you are mifinformed, 
you defire I Ihould fet you right. This part of your letter I formerly purpofeiy 
omitted, anfwering, that at that time it was not convenient to reveal fome fecrec in- 
trigues ; and I am ftill fo far of the fame mind, that 1 had much rather you would 
excufe me, than oblige me to difguft fome men whofe good name and reputation I 
fhall always handle very tenderly. But fince you have my word that I will conceal 
nothing fnai^r you, I fliall reprefent the whole affair, as it appears to me and others 
here upon the fpot, who I think ought to be well acquainted with it ; if we have a 
wrong notion of it, a proper time will difeover it. 

Before I begin my intended relation I Ihall inform you, that the country of Corn- 
many extends itfelf five miles long by the fea-fide, reckoning from the river of Chama 
to the town of Mina ; and it is about as broad as long. In the middle of it, on the 
ftrand at little Commany or Ekke-Tokki as the Negroes call it, we have an indifi'erent 
large fort, built by Mr, Swerts in the year i68^, called Vrendenburgh j and a rnufquet- 
fhot or two from thence the Englifli have a very large fort, of which more hereafter. 
Our fort is a fquare building, ftrengthened with good batteries, on which thirty-tw'o 
guns may be conveniently placed, there being fo many ports in the breaft-work for 
them. It is large enough for fixty men to live in ; though at prefent there are not 
near fo many, and but twenty guns ; notwithftanding all which it is fufficient, not only 
to defend itfelf againft, but to repulfe a great number of Negroes ; as was found by 
experience, anno 1695, when I commanded there. Our enemies attacked us by night ; 
I had but a very forry garrifon, not full twenty men, half of which were not capable 
of fervice : and yet 1 forced them to retire with lofs, after a fight of five hours. It 
was wonderful, and no fmall fign of divine proteflion, that we loft but two men in 
this adion ; for we had no doori to moil; of our gun-holes, and the Negroes poured fmall 
fhot on us as thick as hail *, infomuch that thofe few doors which were left to fome gun- 
holes were become like a target which had been Ihot at for a mark, and the very Half 
which our flag was faftened on, though i> took up fo little room, did not efcape Ihot- 
free. You may imagine what cafe we were in, when one of them began to hack our 
very doors with an axe : but this undertaker being killed, the reft Ihcered off. The 
general to whom I had reprefented my weak condition, advifed two fhips to anchor be- 
fore out fort, in order to fupply me with men and ammunition : Peter Hinken, the 
captain of one of thefe veffels, endeavouring to execute the generaPs order, the day 
before 1 was attacked, fent his boat full of men with orders to come to me ; but they 
were no fooner on land than the Negroes fell upon them fo furioufly, even under our 
cannon, that they killed feveral of them, which though I faw I could not prdvent ; 
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for attempting to fire upon the enemy with our cannon, I found them all nailed : of 
which piece of treacherous villainy, according to all appearance, my own gunner was 
the after, whom I therefore fent in chains to the general (at oUr chief place of refi- 
dence), *who fwore that he would puniflt him exemplarily ; but iiiftead of that, he 
foon after not only fet him at liberty, but preferred him to a gunner’s place of 
greater importance. 

For this reafon I was forced to be an idle fpedator of the miferable flaughter of our 
men, not being able to lend them the leaft afiiftance; and if the Negroes had at that 
inftant Itornud us, we were in no pofture of refiftance. But they going to eat, gave 
me time to prepare for the er ■ ertainment I gave thcr..*,. as I have before told vnu. 
Here I cannot help relating a comical accident whicb-^happened : going to , vLii the 
ports of our fort, to /ee wh ther every body was at their duty, one of the foldiers 
quitting his port told me, that the Negroes, well laowing he had but one hat in the 
w'orld, had malicioufly fliot away the crown, whicn he would revenge if 1 would give 
him a few grenadoes, I had no fooner ordered him two, than he called out to the 
Negroes from the breart-work in their ov/n language, telling them he would prefeftt 
them with fomething to eat ; and kindrtng his grenadoes, immediately threw them 
down amongrt them ; theyiobferving them to burn, crowded about them, and were at 
firrt very agreeably divert 'd ; but when they burft, they fo galled them, that they had 
no great rtoinach to fuch another meal. 

But now to come to the Cominanian war, upon w'hich, fince our whole welfare 
feems to depend, you mull; not think me tedious if I am very particular ; it being 
impoflible for you to comprehend or form any notion of it without you are thoroughly 
inlbnned of its original fource. Wherefore I lhall look back as far as the government of 

your very good friend (defiring you not to be difpleafed, if I mention fome dif- 

agreeable particulars ; for I artiire you that I will not tranfgrefs the leart tittle beyond 
the naked truth). He found this place in a flourilhing condition and in peace, though 
not firmly ertablirtied therein. But long-fighted obfervers could eafily difeem the coals 
<)f difeord kindling au.ongft the Commaiiians, which was ready ti.> b aril out into an 

open war upon the leaft occafiou, as indeed they had done in Mr. 's time, if not 

prevented by his fervant, w'ho was brother to the King of Commany. But Mr. — — 
being gone, and the mentioned fervant not only excluded out of all negociations, but 
ill-treated befides ; the Commanians only wanted a pretext of breaking with us to put 
their defigns in execution. The year 1694 afforded them their wilhed opportunity: 
for fome miners being fent to us from Europe, they were ordered to make an effay at 
a hill fituate in Commany about half a mile above our fort Vrendenburg, that mou»- 
tain feeming to be well placed for their purpofe, and withal promifing to reward their 
paiiivS. 

This hill was at that time dedicated to one of their gods, though there was fcarcely 
ever any talk of any fuch thing before ; but this was only a pre#ncc that they made 
ufe of to declare war againrt us. The mi?jers begnn their work, but in a few days, 
apprehending nothing, they were affaulted, miferably abufed, robbed of all they had,, 
and thofe who were not nimble enough, kept prifoners for fome time. We imme> 
diately complained of this ill-ufage to the King of Commany, who was villainous 
enough to remove the blame from his .own door, and fix it upon qpe John Kabes, a 
Negro, who lived near our fort, and with whom we always traded very confiderably ; 
urg;;!.. 'hat he had done it in revenge for the ill-treatment he had met with from our 
fornfer governor or chief commander. That this was only a feigned excufe was very 
evident j for the mentioned Negro was fo arrant a coward, that he durll not have 
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ventured on an attempt fo dangerous without the King’s exprefs command. * But the 
Kiiig was refolyed to break with us, and becaufe he could find no better excufe made 
ufe of this. 

Mr. , w'lthout any farther enquiry, refolved to go to Commany in perfon,'in order 

to take fatisfaftion of John Kabes for the injury ; to which purpofe he took fome of 
the forces of J'^lniina along with him ; and being come to Commany, he immediately 
detached a party to John Kabes’ village, who came out to meet them, leading a Iheep 

to prefent to Mr. , and clear himfelf of what he was accufed : but feeing the El- 

inina forces fall upon his goods without giving him any warning, and begin to plunder, 
as great a coward as he was put himfelf into a pofture of defence, and our people 
finding he W'as refolved to fell\is effc^ls as dear as he could, the fkirinifli began, and 
fome on both fides were very well beaten. 

After this all our allairs run at^ random. It fltewed the King of Commany our 
private, and John Kabes our profeliid enemy ; who, to revenge the injury done him, 
invited the Englifli into Commany, giving them a dv\ elling-placc about a mile from 
our fort in one of his fait villages; refolving to fettle them with the firft opportunity 
in the old ruined fort that they formerly polTeflcd, which foon after lucceeded according 
to his wifh. For the Englifh are fo w-ell fortified there, ihat it will be impollible to 
remove them unlefs in time of war : for their fort is as large, and hath lour batteries as 
well as ours ; befides which, it hath alfo a turret fit to be planted with guns, from which 
they may ^remcly incommode us, confidcring that they have more and larger cannon 
than ours; in fhort, we arc there likely to have a nice bone to pick. \\'liat injury 
this neighbourhood hath already done our trade, every one knows who is acquaintetl 

with this coal! ; as alio how eafily it might have been prevented. But Mr. was 

too fiery to think fedatcly, or hearken to wife counfels; and contrary to all reafon, he 
defired nothing fo much as war, and the honour he hoped to get thereby, vainly pro- 
mifing himfelf that he fhould fucced as well as Mr. Swerts in 1687, who intirely conquered 
and fubjedled the Commanians, after they had*in the war loll: their Kiitg and feveial of 
the greatefl; rtien in their kingdom. Tlic gentleman I am Jpeaking of deligned the 
fame, not confidtring the dillcrence between the fortune and fucccls of the one and 
the other : notwithftanding all which I dare aver that he might have fin cecded if he 
had not been deluded by the too great opinion he had conceived of hiinleif and his 
followers, and his too contemptible thoughts of his enemies ; for lie hired lui army of 
Jufferians and Cabefterians for lefs than 5000I. fterling, which were twice as flrong as 
that of Commany, and confequcntly might have fubdued them. But he was ready 
enough to imagine, that with this force he could eiifily conquer not only Commany, 
but all the coaft : and accordingly, very impudently threatened the Fantyncfe aiid 
Saboefe, that after he had corrc6Jed the Commanians, he w'ould give them a dif- 
agreeable vifit. Thefe two nations, well knowing how confiderably they were indebted 
to us, which, if thejj^endeavoured to pay otherwife than by their continual villainies, 
was not owing to their want of will, but p/iwer ; they foon embraced this favourable 
opportunity in Joining their forces with thofe of Commany ; to fupport which, they 
believed it their unqueftionable intcreft; and by this means they became Itrongcr than 
our auxiliaries. A fufficient proof of this is our firft unfortunate battle, in wdiich we 
loft all our auxiliaries, and the money they coft us. 'I’his fight was much more bloody 
than the wars of the natives ufually are ; for the greatefl part of the men we milled were 
killed, and the reft taken prifoners, by which we were reduced to a iniferable eftate, 
not knowing what meafures to take, as having made the nioft potent nations of the 
country our enenues. And indeed we fhould never have been able to liave made any 
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frelh attempt, if the enemies themfelves had not feafonably played an opportunity into 
our hands by their inteftine divifions. The King’s brother Tecki-Ankan (the prefent 
King of Commany) came over to our fide, and was in a fliort time ftrengthened by 
the Adomians and other auxiliaries ; which occafioned a fecond engagement, fo warm 
on both Tides, that the viftory was long dubious, till at laft it feemed to incline on our 
fide fo far, that our army fell greedily to plunder ; which being obferved by Abe-Tecky 
the Commanian King (who excelled all his contemporary Negroes in valour and con- 
dudf, and had hitherto kept himfelf out of the fight and laid us this bait), he unex- 
pectedly marched ’towards us with frelh forces, who had their mufquets turned the 
wrong v/ay in order, to deceive ::s ; which took fo good e'^^ct, that w'e, taking them for 
our friends, continued our greedy courfe of plunder, t fl the King came open us, and 
his men turning their Hiufqueis fired fo brilkly at us, that they diverted us from the 
prey, and obliged eveiy body to fave his life as A’ell as he could ; thus leaving the 
Comnianians a I’econd complete victory, thole who could efcape, made the beft of 
their way to our fort. 

Thefe were two pernicious lofl'es, tlie groai^ it part of which undoubtedly ought to 

ire charged on Mr. , for, had he been fo prudent as to conceal his refentment 

dgaialt the l'antynt?ans and S?iboans ; and, inftead of irritating them, gained them by 
.a bribe, as he afterwards u.is obliged to do, though in vain, I do not believe they 
would have concerned themfelves for (he Conimanians ; by which means, after he had 
(which was very feafible) extirpated the Comnianians, he might w'ith the fanje force 
have reduced the Fantyneaiis and Saboaiis to reafon. 

Our all'airs continued in this pofiure till Mr. expiring, left the government to his 

luccellbr, Mr. , u ho, as new lords generally occafion new laws, finding we loft by the 

war, hy advice of rhofe whom the Company had cntrullcd, prudently refolved, if poifible, 
to [)iit an end to the war, and accordingly brought the Comnianians to fo good a temper, 
that we fouii became friends ; tlicy not ciuly obliging themfelves to make good the da- 
mage we had fidhtined, but becoming as xealoully engaged in our intereft as the pof- 
ture of .lilairs could encourage us to hope : and it was very much to be wilhed, for the 
advantage of our Company, that the peace could have continued, which would have 
confiderably advanced our trade, and Ipared the large firms we were obliged to difburfe 
in the lollowing war. But the I'.nglifli here envying our happy conclufion of the war, 
and fearing it uould not much conduce to their advantage, contrived methods to break 
the peace. 'J'lie means which they chiefly hit upon, “and praftifed, were to poflefs the 
King, that, coufulering his two vidories, he ought rather to afle than give fatisfac- 
tion, which ihey reinforced by inculcating our weak condition and his ftrength ; urg- 
ing, that we wire not in a pofture to ad offenfivcly again, but would be. obliged, not 
only to entreat, but to buy a peace of hiqj, which would furnifli him with an oppor- 
tunity of forcing his own conditions upon us. 

'The King being not only a Commanian by birth, and confequently of their tur- 
bulent humour, but fufficicntly elevated by hiS paft victories, fooa liftoned to the Eng- 
lifli advice of breaking with us. I'o which he was encouraged by their aifurance, that 
they would make his caufe their own, and accordingly fupply him with all proper ne- 
ceflaries : upon which, he renewed his old courfe, and did as much mifihief as ever. 
'I’his w't* patiently fuffered for fome time, vainly expeding relief from Si r means ; but 
the longer w'c depended on them, they ferved only to augment his outrages, and oblige 
us to hgye recourfe to forcible means, which were now become abfolutely neceflary to 
preferve our charader amongft the reft of the nations of this country ; and accordingly 
we began to think of warmer meafures. And, in conjundion with other perfons pro- 
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per to be confulted, it was refolved to bring a confiderable force into the field, which 
Ihould, to make Abort work at once, be able to chaftife the Commanians ; for this end, 
we were of opinion, that as the Fantyneans lived now in amity with us, it would be very 
eafy to gain them to our lide,i^ncl, by that means, enable ourfclvcs to tame the King of 
Commany on occafion. We treated with them accordingly, and at laft, in confideration of 
the value oi iiine hundred pounds fterling, to be paid to them, they obliged themfclves 
to tight tiu- (loimnanhms til! they had utterly extirpated them. We now thought our- 
felvt's very iecure, daily expedting the Fantyneans to take the field ; but here the Eng- 
lifli quiithcd our defign, and, in order to keep their v ord with the King of Commany, 
or at lealt to throw an oldlachq in our way, one of tlieir governors went from Cabo- 
cors to Fantyn, and prevailed v.v'ih that people, for cxarlly the fame fum as we had 
before given them, to Hand neuter; which being only oppofed by the Braffo, they 
foon dilpatched him out of the wa^, fiibllituling immediately glother in his room. I’o 
one who knowetli how common and trivial a crime perjury is^'^rnonglt the Negroes, it 
will not apj)ear incredible, that they Ihould rather Hand ft’tl lor one thoufand eight 
hundred poumls than fir nine hundred. 'Flius our hopelul negotiation t'uded with the 
irrecoveral'/le lol;. ol our money. 

The Commanians, for this reafon, growing more arrogant, began to inlult us more 
than ever: to remedy which, we agreed with the Adomians to aililt us for lefs than 
five huncfrrd pounds, bur they falling out about the divifion ot tlic money, as well as 
the Acaailfians a.nd Cabederchians (who were alfo by contradit obliged to our aJiill- 
ance), agreed only not to lllr one loot from home'. Being thus difappointed, w'e calf 
our la/t anchor, and agreed with the Dinkirafehians lor the fum of eight hundred 
pounds to take our fide, but were herein fo unhappy, that they, Jailing into a war with 
their near neighbours, were obliged to neglecl our caiile lo deiend their own country : 
they indeed w'crc yet fo honeft as to return our money, except only a fmall quantity 
which Ihick to the fingers of their meffengere ; we alfo got back the greatcll part oi 
what w'c havl given to the Adomians, but could not recover the leaf! part of what the 
Fantyneans had gut of us. Being in this defperate condition, w c left no means unattempted 
to redrefs ourfclvcs, though in vain, for we were cheated on all fidcs. We thought oi 
making an honourable end with the King of Commany, but how to coinpals that we 
could not imagine ; fearing, as the Icnglilh promifed, wc Aiould be obliged to beg a 
peace, which had certainly happened, if at this critical junffure a better and more ho- 
nourable way had not ofl'ered itfelf. The before-mentioned brother of the King of 
Commany, who, for fotne piece of villainy (as it is reported), had, together with his 

wife and children, been fent as flaves to Suriname by Mr. , but, declaroil free by 

the Company, were brought hither again. Upon his arrival, wc employed him to 
found whether liis brother was rnofl inclinod to war or peace, by which means we 
found, that he being tired with the former, would be very willing to accept tiu; latter : 
making ufe of this opportunity to our entire fatisfadion, we concluded a peace upon 
very honourable and gocnl terms ; neither fide defiring more than a fettled and laliing 
peace, as it had undoubtedly been, if an accident as unexpected had not interrupted 
it ; for we had but jufi. begun to reli/h the pleafure of our new tranquillity, and learntHl 
to p;efer a profjterou.s cafe before a pernicious war ; when the F.nglifii here being dil- 
gultcd at it, or growing jealous that the King would adhere too clofcly to us, we being 
his I'ld Inends, and ftiake them off, or for Ibnie other unknown reafon, they murdi'red 
hiin, in a manner eftcemed barbarous by all Europeans, when he came to divet hini- 
felf amongJl iluau, and make merry with them ; thus ungratefully rewarding^ the Je- 
vcral years fervice he had done them. 
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This barbarous aftion occafioned a great alteration on the coaft* The Commanians, 
hitherto fo ftriftly .allied to the Englifh, became their moft inveterate enemies, refolv- 
ing, at any rate, to revenge their King’s death : Tecki-Ankan, on the contrary, be- 
came their greatefl friend ; and, having a hand in his brother’s murder, he fled from 
us and llieltered hiinfelf aniongll: the Englifh, and agree# with them to fall upon the 
Commanians with th(^ flrft opportunity : they invited us to join with them, but that • 
was relufed, we not being c>blig(’d to enter into a war on their account, and having too 
long found how fatal a war is :o our commerce. They, however, went on with their 
delign, hiring tli*e Negroes of Saboc-Acany and Cabes-I’erra, with which auxiliaries 
Tecki- Ankan canu; into the fiehl, and engaged the Conr uinians with llich ill fuccefs. 
that, iiotwilldlanding the number of his men was qua'^uple to tliclrs, yet be to- 
tally routed. The ( Aniuiaii ans owed this fignal victory to their gc'iu'ral, Vmo-Tecki, 
a Negro, who in valo u' equalled, if not exceeded^ tlieir murdered 

Notwithllanding we lad been hitherto perlbclly iieut:er, tlie Negro general fent a 
civil mdfage to our go ^eriior, together with fevcral of the fkulls cf his vanquiflied 
enemies, in token that'.he'^had rcfolved to live and die in the fervice of the Hollanders ; 
his mcifeiiger was civilly neeived, and after thanks and ju’efcnts t() tlie general, dif- 
mhfed. Were 1 obliged to’ determine concerning this adion. I mu(l own that we had 
then the hiircll opportunity in the world to obltrucL the Faiglifh, and refent their former 
injuries, if we had quitted Tecki-Ankan as he deferted us, and joined with the Com- 
manians againll them, lint here was a Remora in tlie way : for one of the greateft 
villains of this country being then broker to the Camjxiny here, had fo gained the ear 

of Mr. our governor, that he kx'ked upon all otiicr advice as pernicious, ddiis 

favourite, whether encouraged thereto by interefl,or prompted by an inveterate hatred, is 
uncertain, was continually buzzing flories in tlie governor’s ears, in order to irritate him 
againfl the ("ominanians. They, in the mean-time, dil'ceruing iiis carriage, where it 
was likely to end, were not afraid to oljcr us fome injuries ; by wliich means Akim (lb 
the broker w'as called) gained his end ; fo he had now fome arguments to offer for be- 
ginning a war againft incm, and fucc(?ctled fo Avell wirJi Mr. , th'^t*/ without con- 

fulting or imparting it to tht‘ c<Aincil, he refolvcd upon an aclion equally perfidious and 
delellablc ; wdiich was to attack the Fetuans, a people fubjetl to the Commanians, 
contrary to the common faith ot nations, when they came under our proletbon to 
market with their goods : accordingly this was burbaroufly put in execution, and they 
robbed of all they brought, fome of them killed, and eighty made prifoners. Pray, 
Sir, be j)leafed to judge impartially ; Was not the law^ of nations herein vi( dated in the 
high(dt dc'gree ? 1 cannot help believing it was ; and that His Excellency cannot an- 

fwer his acting in this manner, without the advice or knowledge of the council. Had 
they indeed confented to this bale aftion, he might, as a pretext, have alledged, that 
thefe of Fetii were juffly punifhed, becaufe they murdered fome women of Klmina as 
they w ere pafling l;y them ; though it is very improbable, becaufe the Fetuans pro- 
tcfled t hem felves innocent of this faft, and* kept up a good correfpondence wath us; 
nor is it to be imagined they durlf fo far injure us, or offer fuch a piece of villainy, or 
that, after that, they fhould fearlefs and defencelefs come to our market to vend their 
commodities, is w^hat can never be believed by unprejudiced perfons. But feveral 
boldly affirmed, that the above-mentioned murder.of the wa>iiien w;jys committed by the 
contrivance and command of Akim himlelf and Tecdcy-Ankan ; defignedly to lay it to 
tho,x'harge of the Commanians, in order to ferve as a fpecious pretext to juftifv our 
breaking and interrupting all commercJc with them. Whether this be true or falfc 
Heaven only can determine; but it is certain, that the gentlemen of the council, 

z z 2 though 
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fjijftqg h ttey.TCfithted it as an aboiunable nd^n, 'virere not Mvilling to difcover thd^ fen> 
timeats'when pall, becaufe the blame mull necelTarily fall upon Akim, whom they knew 
to brf' villiun enough to revenge hithfelf at the expence of their lives : for which reafon, , 
thw pafled over it in filence^ 

By thefe unwarrantable fTO£tices our trade at Elmina was immediately ftifled, and 
the Commanians and Fetuans were become our profefled enemies ; which fo animated 
the Englilh, that inllead of making peace with the Saboans, the ftrongeft of the two, 
they ftrengthened themfelves to the utmoft, and once more engaged the Commanians j 
who with their fmall force behaved themfelves fo well, that they had certainly got the 
day if their general had not Ijeen obliged to retire out of the army .by a wound he re- 
ceived ; which fo confounded tm^,that after they had began to put their enemies to flight, 
upon miffing their commander, they betook themfelves to their heels in the utmoft dif- 
order, leaving Tecki-Ankan and hl\ followers an entire viftory their general and feve- 
ral of the moft conliderable amongft them being killed and »ken pnfoners. Ey this 
fuccefs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany, and we, as well as the Engli/h, had a 
Ihare of adv^tage by it ; though we might, if other meafji'res had been taken, have 
done ourfelves much more conliderable fervices ; but, not to lay down uncertainties for 
undeniable truths, all men, whilft they are men, are liable m frailties, and the managers 
of this affair had their frailties as well as others. Thus I have faid enough of the Com- 
manian war, and its true fource, by which you may be the better enabled to fpeak of 
it on occafion, and though I have left blanks for the names of our governors, you 
cannot be ignorant who is there intended ; I have alfo handled the whole as tenderly as 
was poffible without prejudice to truth ; and, what is faid to the difadvantage of Mr. — — . 
ought rather to be afcribed to his miftaken opinion of his fevourite Akim, than to any 
ill intention ; but if you alk how he became fo fond of him, it is reported, that before 
he was preferred to the government, this wretch ferved him with a fidelity uncommon 
amongft the Negroes, which tinftured him with fuch a fettled good opinion of him, 
that he never^ could believe any thing againft him. However it was, it is certain, that 
his fond affeuion to this villain was by him abufed only to enrich himfelf, and render 
his mailer’s government odious to all people ; and thus he is liable to be injured who 
repofeth too much confidence in any one man, and defpifeth the good intentions of 
others to ferve him. 

I ftiall fubmit this rehuion to your impartial judgment, and return to the end of 
Commany. Three little miles below our fort Vredenburg, at the village or town of 
Mina, is fituate the caftle of St. George d’Elmina, fo famous throughout the world ; it 
takes its name from the town, but why the Portuguefe, who were its baprizers, gave it 
this name, I capnot determine, for no gold mines are found for feveral miles about it ; 
but if I may guefs, I am apt to think it was becaufe here they found a great affluence 
of gold from all parts ; which feeming juft as if it came immediately from the mines, 
might probably induce them to give it this name, which it hath ever fince kept. I can- 
not pretend to inform you exaftly when they began to build the caftle, but can or|ly 
tell you, that we took it from them in 1638, and it is indeed juftly become ffimous; 
for to fpeak but the bare truth of it, for beauty and ftrength it hath not its equal upon 
the whole coaft. It is built fquare, with very high walls, four good batteries within, 
and another on thei outwork of the «iftle ; on the fide towards the land it is adorned 
with two canals, cut in the rock on which it ftands, which are always fumiflied with 
rain or frefh water, fufficient for the ufe of our garrifon and fliips: befides which, we 
have within the caftle three very fine ciftems, holding feveral hundred tuns, to preferve 
rain-water, fo that we are in no great danger of wantmg that neceflary element, tlpon • 

the 
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:he caftle are placed heavy brafs>gu&s ; beiid^ '^e lo'frer battery k fiilecl,'^^ 

iron pieces, which are daily fired by way of Iklutation to fhipa,' and on fuch Uke occa» 
Ions. There is room for a garrifon of above two Hundred men in this caftle, as well 
as for feveral officers befides, all which may be fo convei^tly lodged, that they would 
have no reafon to complain. * 

Under, or before this caftle, is the town of Mina, called by the natives Oddena ; it 
is very long and indifferently broad ; the houfes are built with rock-ftone, in which it 
differs from all other places, they being ufually only compofed of clay and wood. 
About fifteen or fixteen years paft it was very populous, and eight times as ftrong as at 
prefent, the inhabitants being then very terrible to all f’le Negroes on the coaft, and 
fuch as could, under a good general, fucceed in great Undertakings ; but about .ifieen 
years paft, the fmall-pox fwcpt away fo many, and filice, by the Commanian wars, to- 
gether with the tyrant 'cal government of fome o? their generals, they have been fb 
miferably depopulated a d impoveriftied, that it .'s hardly to be believed how weak it is 
’ at prefent, it not being abltUo furnifli out fifty armed men without the help of the fervants 
of the Europeans •; and tbVe is no place upon the whole Gold Coaft without fome of the 
Negroes of Elminu^\|or fonie of them, who were friends to the Commanians, fled to 
them, but moft of th»h'u from the tyranny of their governors, and our above-mentioned 
Akim, who only kept them as fheep for daughter. When I firft came upon the coall^ 

I have frequently told five or fix hundred canoes which went a fiftnng every morning ; 
whereas ndw fcarcely one hundred appear, and all the people fo poor, that their miferable 
cafe is very deplorable, efpecially if we reflefl: upon their former condition: fo that 
indeed, it is highly necefl'ary that a governor fhould quickly be fet over them ; who, 
by mild ufage, would foon recall the deferters, efpecially if he were fo prudent as to 
baniffi, or at leaft cramp Akim, fo that he fhould not be able to go fer inland, where 
he hath, at our coft, made himfelf fo many friends, that he would certainly do more 
mifehief. 'This is what I am of opinion would fucceed well if put in praddee, and | 
heartily wifh it for the good of our company, and all the poor people of tlje village ; in 
which hope and expectation 1 conclude, &c. 


LETTER IV. — • Containing a Defeription of FetUy and our Fort, together with the chief 
Place of Reftdcnce of the Englijh, and another Fort there fttuated. — A Defeription of 
Sahoe, and Fort l^ajfaw there ; of Fantyn and the Places pojfcjfed by us, and the Englijh.— 
The great Power and perverfe Nature of the Fantynean Negroes, by whtcb we, as well 
as the Englijh, fuffer •very much. 

Sib, 

1 WROIT to you my laft, which, though it met with a tedious paffage, I hope 

did not prove difagreeable when it reached your hands, and fince 1 fent that, I am 
honoured with yours of the 24 th, brought tJ the coaft by a Zealand interloper. I can- 
not help obferving, that, pufhed on by a very inquifitive genius, you not only make ufe 
of all opportunities of writing to me, continually urging me to purfue my defeription of 
the coaft ; but are always putting me in mind of anfwering by the fame fhip. But my 
very good friend, do not you know that I am forbidden the rebc*’i%ng of any letters 
from, or delivery of any to fuch fhips. I dare fay you think there is no difference what 
fhipuhrings the letter, if it be right delivered ; well, to tell you the truth, I do not think 
the di^erence very great, and provided our company be not injured, I cannot fee any 
crime in it ; wherefore you may be affured that 1 fh^l flip no opportunity, and if you 

pleafe 
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{^leafe to coA^ue the feme care, Qie opportuftiti'es here, and in Europe, are fo freqiient, 
that we may be enabled, by the continual interchange of letters, to be always informed 
of each other’s welfare. . • . . , -i 

From my former three, which in ail probability you have received before now, you 
found that I am free enough, and confequently need not be afked twice : but to gratify 
your defire as effeftually as I can, I lliall begin where I broke off my laft, at the caftle 
!of Elmina, and fo continue my defeription. 

Below, or next our caftle, and by the village Mina, runs a fmall river inwards to- 
wards the country, for about half a mile, the water of whicli, according to Monfieur 
Foequenbrog, is ten times ,falB^ than the falteft l)rine or pickle: though 1 have, in the 
months of May and June, four^l it as frefh as rain-'^cater ; perhaps becaufe in thefe 
months the rains are fo great, anVl the waters f;dl oil the circuwijacent hills into this 
river, as fwiftly as a tide from the Ka, fo that this pl.ice is vei/ convenient for water- 
mills, the ftream fo running, that it would eafily turn a mill. iflJut what Mr. Foequen- 
brog affirms of the faltnefs of this river, rnuft be iiitJerftf)o/ in very dry feaftms: for*^*' 
the foil herGad?outs being very nitrous, and the river very Di^^low, it is probable enough 
that the fea-water in this river may be fooner congealed ii/to fait by the fun, than in 
the main fea, which the inhabitants have alfo olilerved : for they boil this water into 
ftit, by which they gain confiderably. This river feparates the country of Commany 
from that of Fetu. Near this, and in Fetu, is fituate upon a high hill, called St.Jago, 
our fortrtjfs of Conraadsburg, which is a beautiful quadrangular fort, ftren^hened, as 
moft of ours are, with four good batteries, befides four lefl'er, which it hath in the out- 
wall that encompafles it. In fliort, here is cannon enough, and the fort is fo ftrong, 
that if it were well ftored with provifions, and well garrifoned, it would do very good 
fervice : it has an indifferent high tower in the middle, which only adorns the building, 
but from the top affords a m'ofl beautiful profpecl of the circumjacent land and ocean, 
as well as ufefully ferves to difeover Ihijjs fevew or eight miles diftant at fea. 

Before any fort was built upon St. Jago, that hill was of great fervice ; it was from 
thence we chiefly obliged the caftle of St. George to furrender, for our cannon planted 
there perfeftly commanded the caftle ; wherefore we ought to be nearly concerned for 
the defence and prefervation of this fort and hill ; for thefe once loft, the caftle of 
St. George could not hold out long, and accordingly therefore as much care is always 
taken of this as the caftle itfelf, there being always an enfign left there with a good 
garrifon under his command. St. Jago being in Fetu, 1 ftiall here acquaint you that 
that land is forty miles long, and about as broad : it begins, as I have told you above, 
with the hill St. Jago, or the Salt River, and ends below the Danifli Mount, paffing 
by Cabocors. . This country was formerly fo powerful and populous that it ftruck 
terror into all its neighbour-nations, efpccially that of Commany, which it fubjefted to 
its government. But it is at prefent fo drained by continual wars, that it is entirely 
ruined, and almoft owns the Commanians its mafters, the King of Fetu nor his nobles 
not daring to ftir without the periniflion fif the King of Commany ; the greateft caufe 
of which is, that in the Coinmanian wars Fetu was diyided, part of it adhering to the 
Commanians, and part to our fide, and fome of each being killed they fuftered a double 
lofs, and were very much diminiftied in the laft battle, fo that you may very well con- 
jefture they camlot be very num^us ; nor indeed are there enough to give this fine 
country its proper tillage, though it is fo fruitful and pleafant that it may be compared 
to Ante. Frequently upon walking through it before the laft war, I have f(?'m it 
abound with fine well-built and populous towns, fo agreeably enriched with vafl; quan- 
tities of Com and cattle, palm-wine and oil, that it was not a little pleafant to oBferve ; . 
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but tfrhat twis irioft charttifitig wa*,: that it was fo with fmooth , 

and trees ftandiftg fo thick together, from Elmina to Simbe (a village about a mife anl 
a half up the Fetuan country), that I have been flieltered both from fun and rain; 
The beautiful lofty trees on the hills, and frelh rivers in this couritry, do not a littte 
adorn it. In Ihort, this land very well deferves its lituation fo hear our chief place of 
refidence. 

The inhabitants all apply themfelves without any diftinftion to agriculture ; fome fow 
corn, otheis prefs oil and dra'v wine from the palm-tree, with both which it is plenti* 
fully ftored. About three miles on foot, or two long ones by I'ca from this place, at 
the town of Ooc^wa, or accojding to others, Cabacors which is a cape bearing out 
at fea, is the Englim chief fort, which next to that of St/lreorge d’Elmina is thelargeft 
and moft beautiful orj the whole coaft ; within, it i^^tVell furnifhed with line':.nd well- 
built dwelling-places ; before it they have alfo built a high turret to fecure the lives of 
the people of the town^.'in cafe of an invafion of hbftile Negroes. Tlie fort is ftrength-' 
ened with four very laiw batteries, befides a fifth, on which are planted thirteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and tlVfe being pointed at the water-paflage, can eafily prevent any 
fliips of their enemies’ anchoring in that road ; befides which, a grea^ rock lies juft 
before the fort, fo that it is' itnpoffible to fhoot at it from the fea. 

"I'hc worll of all is, that here is generally but a very weak garrifon j one part ^ 
which (I mean the foldiers) confifts of fuch miferable poor wretches, that the vi^' 
fight of them excites pit)’. They look as awkward and as wrifled as an old company of 
Spaniards ; the reafon of which is, partly, that they greedily entertain thofe who quit 
or defert our fervice ; which they will never deliver over to us out of a miftaken mercy, 
thereby freeing them from their deferved punifhment. And though by firm promifes 
and mutual agreement, we have frequently and interchangeably obliged ourfelves not 
to countenance or entertain any deferters from each other, but on the contrary to fend 
them home in irons, yet they have once more broken the articles ; and notwithftand- 
ing that thofe who run away from u5 are chiefly fottifh wretches, yet they are Very" 
welcotne to them ; the Englilh never being better pleafed than when tht? foldier fpends 
his money in drink, efpecialh' in punch ; a liquor made of brandy, water, lime-juice 
and fugar, which make altogether an unwholefome mixture. Some, of the agents 
make a confidcrable advantage of felling this liquor by their emilfaries under-hand ; 
for the foldier pays double its value, and thofe who fpend but a little money that way, 
are lure to be very well beaten, they taking no care whether the foldier at pay-day faves 
gold enough *o buy ViLliuds, for it is fufficient if he have but fpent it in punch ; by 
which excefliVe tipling and forry feeding, moft of the garrifon look as if they were 
hag-ridden. This is a fault which fome greedy agents will not corredl, becaui'e they 
would lofe too much by an alteration. 

It is very well known that you are a learned phyfician, but I cannot tell whether 
you are of Mr. Bomekoe’s opinion, who ventures to fay that rnofl. men fliorten their 
days by an irregular way of living, but t^iis muft be candidly interpreted: however, 
you undcrftandiilg this beft, 1 lhall leave it to you to determine ; but if our mentioned 
author means fuch irregular lives as the Englifli live here, I fliould make no difficulty 
to d(!clare for his dodrine. It is incredible how many are conl'umed by this damnable 
liquor (pardon the expreflion), which is not only confined to the foldiery, but fome of 
the principal people are fo bigotted to it, that i> really believe fo; all the time I was 
upo n the coaft, that at leuft one of their agents, and fadors innumerable, died yearly. 
So that if the ftate of health in Guinea be computed by the number of Englilh which 
die ' here, cerpiinly this country muft have a much more unhealthful name in England, 
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than with us ; and to tell an Engliflunan that theit illnefs proceeds froiA their debauches 
in this liquor, would fignify juft as much as to inform them that the exceflive eating of 
fleih (of which they are fuch great lovers) is very prejudicial to human bodies. But 
enbugh of this. 

Under the Englift fort is the before-mentioned town, which was formerly well peo- 
, pled ; but this, as well as all the others, has fuffered very much in the Cammanian 
war ; befides that the mnltiplicity of Englifli interlopers hath continually ftript it of its 
inhabitants ; for when they come hither, they always take fome of them with them to 
Fida, to affift them in buying of flaves ; After which, they liking the place, live there, 
and feldom remember to come home again, ft) that at prefent the village is half wafted, 
and the houfes are in a ruinateH^ondition. 

Behind' this town the Englifli hjive a large tower, upon* which are planted fix pieces 
of cannon, and garrifoned I belieiiie with about as many men. /Ehis doth, or lliould 
ferve, as they fay, to keep the N%roes of the town in awe, Jk well as defend them 
from all other Negroes their enemies, that come from the in-Ijpd country ; but in my 
opinion, it is a perfe(ft unneceflary charge, their caftle beingyTo high that it will cafily 
perftSrra that office alone. 

Under the Englifli fort is a houfe, not unlike a fmall fort/ with a flag on it and fome 
cumon ; this is. inhabited by an Englifli Mulatto, by name Edward Barter, who hath 
a greater power on the coaft than all the three Englifli agents together (in whom the 
chief command of the coaft is vefted jointly) ; who, by reafon of their fliort ftay here, 
are fo little acquainted with the affairs of this coaft, that they fulftr themfelves to be 
guided by him, who very well knows how to make his advantage of them : he is 
become fo conliderable that he can raife a large number of armed men, fome whereof 
are his own flaves, and the reft freemen that adhere to him ; fo that his intereft is at 
prefent fo great that he is very much refpefted, honoured and I'erved by the principal 
people about him ; and whoever defigns to trade with the Englifli, muft ftand well 
with him before he can fucceed. This Mulattd pretends to be a Chriftiaii, and by his 
knowledge of ‘that religion, which he hath acquired by the advantage he hath of reading 
and writing, might very w'ell pafs for one ; but his courfe of life is utterly contra- 
diftory, for though he is lawfully married in England, he hath above eight wives and 
as many miftreffes. But this the Englifli muft not take for diflioneft or irreligious, 
fince nioft of their chief officers or governors follow the Mulatto’s e.vample pretty 
clofely, for I believe that two of the prefent agents have about fi.x. 

Upon the Danifh Mount (fo called becaufe the Danes poflefled it before- the Englifli), 
is another Englifli fort, of wdiich they boaft as much as we do of ours of St. Jago, but 
without the leaft reafon, for it lay four years more like a delblate country cottage than 
a fortrefs, its fliottered walls being mended with clay, and its houfe within covered 
with reeds, as thofe of the Negroes ; and if I were an utter ftranger to the flovcnlinefs 
of the Englifli, I fliould admire why they are fo carelefs of a place of fo great an im- 
portance ; for if an enemy becomes mafter of this hill, and plants but fix pieces of 
cannon there, he is confequently mafter of* Cabacors alfo, it lying fo far at his mercy 
that he may from hence level it with the ground ; and yet it continued in this ridiculous 
condition all the laft war, and nught eafily have been taken by twelve men ; and 
really we cannot help wondering here to fee the Englifli regard nothing fo much as 
enriching themfelv^ at the expence their mafters. 

But at laft, it feems, fome well-meaning officer has informed the gentlemen of the 
African Company in England, of thd wretched ftate of this fortrefs } for in the year 
1699 exprefe orders came to repair and put it in a pofture of defence ; and ever Pxnce 
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they have beOT’rebuildiiig of it, having entirely polled down the old one. The agents 
obliged me with a fight of the model, purfuant to which thnt already finiihed is built 
as the whole is intended ; and by this I perceive they do not defign to take up a large 
compafs of ground ; but when finiihed it will be fo urong that no fort on the coaft wul 
be comparable to it. The form of it, and the natural ftrength of the hill, which they 
intend to cut ileep, fo that bur one accefs to it lhall be left, will render it fo ftrong^ 
that if well ftoreJ with provifions, and well garrifoned, it cannot be taken without great 
difficulty ; which will be yet augmented if we confider that the enemies, being unac- 
cuftomed to thi\ air, and apprehcnfive of the natives, can hardly befiegeit : they who 
would have it ir^ift take it by furprize, lor I dare engag> when it is finiihed the Engfilb 
may fafoly depend on it : but the building advances fo^ nowly, that heaven knows when 
that will be. But tp leavt; i be EngHlli to Ihift for the^ielves, and to come to 0 ir deferip- 
tion of Saboe, whic)' oegins at the bottom of this ly^l, igid ends about half a mile below 
Mouree, being in its yhole extent along the Ihore hardly two miles long, and about 
twice as broad. From'tthe Danilh Mount it is about a little half mile to Congo, where 
we formerly had a fine !\one houfe, divided and fituated upon two hillocks, where our 
flag \yas planted, of whic-^i there is only a finall remainder left, fufficient to provb our 
propriety ; and indeed we’eannot exped any other advantage by building in this place 
than to keep out other Europeans ; for if any of them lliould fettle here, they might 
very much prejudice our trade at Mouree. ^ ^ 

Saboe is about equal in power with Commany, and its inhabitants exadly as great 
villains, we being obliged to bhime their King, next the Englilh, for the mifearriage of 
our defig' I agMiill Commany. For this ignominious wretch, under pretence of being 
moderator betw'ixt the Coinmanians and us, abuied us feveral times by dilatory and 
fraudulent means, which, though we plainly faw, yet we were afraid to refent, leaft 
inftc?d of a feigned friend, we fliould make him our profefled enemy ; and for this 
reafon, we were obliged, not only to pafs by his mean-ipirited frauds unobferved but 
fomerimes alfo to make him a prefent. ’ * ‘ * 

The kingdom of Saboe produceth, in great abundance, corn, jammesj potatoes, and 
other fruits ot the earth ; with which, and palm-oil, about an hundred Canoas are 
daily laden at Mouree, bound for Axim and Acra. 

At Mouree, about half a mile below Congo, Hands our fort NalTaw, bulk by our- 
fclves, which was our chief place of refidence when the Portuguefe had Eiraina ; and 
really if Elmina were not in being, we needed not to b- alliamed to own this for our 
chief fort. It is almoft fquare, the front being fomewhat the broadeft ; it is provided 
with four batteries aud eighteen pieces of cannon ; the walls are higher than thofe of 
any fort, except Elmina, upon the whole coaft ; the curtain takes in the two fea-bat- 
teries, and is fo fpacious and convenient, that we might eafily make fetch a battery as 
the Englifli have at Cabocors : but its greateft ornaments and conveniences are the four , 
towers placed at its four corners. To be Ihort, this fort is next Elmina, which is our * 
bell. It was formerly garrifoned by feventy or eighty men ; whole number at prefent is 
very much diminilhed, though there are enough lUll left to defend it againft the 
Negroes. 

I’he village Mouree, lying under it, is not fo large as Elmina, but more populous • 
the greateft part of its inhabitants are fifhermen, who- go out every morning four 'or * 
five hundred Canoas to filh, and, upon their returf, are obliged to p;iy the fifth fiffi as a 
toll to our fatftor, who governs this town. This fort of toll we yet referve at three 
places befides, viz. at Axim, Chama, and Elmiila, by reafon we have conquered theie 
places, though I dare not affirm that of Mouree. No other Europeans have this pe- 
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culiar prerogative, nor dp any of them exerche fuch a fovereign authority over thrir 
Negro fubjedls as we ; which is indeed chiefly their own fault, and, by their means, 
we have alfo^ft feme of our former power. 

Before I leave Saboe, I mull inform you, that its natives have been longeft known 
to our Company, whofe direftors have feen two of their ambafladors at AmAerdam, 
though fo long ago, that I know nothing of their reception or their errand to Holland ; 
of both which the prefent King is as ignorant as myfelf. 

I defigned to have ended this letter with the Saboan county, but having time enough 
on my hands to deferibe the Fantynean land, I fliall take this opportunity to do it. 
This country borders on the weA of Saboe, the Iron Mount, half a mi^ below Mouree, 
being its extremity : this hill is about a quarter of a mile long, and hath on its higheA 
part a charming walk fo thickly uS^ded with trees, that the light is obfeured at noon- 
day. From the foot of this hiU Fa^yn extends itfelf about nine di ten miles along the 
fea-Ade, being alfo fome miles broad. f 

The Englifli have a fort in this country, befides three lodgesy/as we have a fort here 
alfo. The ArA Englifli flag which offers itfelf to our view in Jowx defeent, is at Inge- 
niAan, where the entire garrifon coUuAs of one •whole Englifly^ww, who lies here : Is it 
poflibie for him to preferve the honour of the flag ? ' 

^i^alf a mile below this, at Annamabo, the Englifli have a finall, but very neat, com- 
pa£f fort ; near which, the road is always full of Englifli fliips. This place would 
afford a confiderable gold and flave-trade, if the Englifli interlopers did not carry it 
very near all, and the Zeland interlopers are fure to make ufe of what opportunity the 
others leave. 

I’he Englifli here are fo horribly plagued by the Fantynean Negroes,, that they are 
fometimes even conAned to their fort, not being permitted to Air out. And if the 
Negroes diilike the governor of the fort, they ufually fend him in a Canoa in contempt 
to Cabocors ; nor are the Englifli able to oppofe or prevent it, but are obliged to make 
their peace by a prefent. The town Annamabo may very well pafs for the ArongeA on 
the whole coalt, affording as many armed men as the whole kingdom of Saboe or 
Commhny j and yet in proportion but a Afth part of Faiityn. 

If the Fantyneans were not in perpetual civil diviAoiis, the circumjacent countries 
would fo'en And their power by the irruptions into their territories. BeAdes that this 
land is fo populous, it is very rich in gold, flaves, and all forts of neceflaries of life ; 
but more efpecially corn, which they fell in larj^ quantities to the Englifli fliips. This 
great opulency has rendered them fo arrogant and haughty, that an European who 
would trafiic with them is obliged to Aand bare to them. 

Here is no king, the government being in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
they call their BVaffo, a word importing leader. He is a fort of chief governor, and 
has the greateA power of any in the whole land, but is fomewhat clofely reArained by 
the old men, who are a fort of national counfellors, not unlike fome European parlia- 
ment, afting perfedly according to their inclinations, without confulting the Braffo ; 
befides thefe, every part of Fantyn hath alfo its particular chief, who will fometimes 
fcarce own himfelf fubjeft to the Braffo, who hath the ineffedual name of fupreme 
power. 

The inland inhabitants, befides trading, are employed in tillage and drawing of palm- 
wine : of which they have a fort hqpe called Quaker (which Agnifles the fame as in 
Englifli), from its extraordinary exhilarating qualities, which are experienced by thofe 
who take large draughts of it ; it is fold at doubje the price of the common fort, ai«l 
foi greedily bought up, that there is feldom enough for the demand. 
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Tlie Negrow of Fanryii drive a very great trad6 wilii all forts of interlopen, and 
that freely and boldly in the fight of both nations; I mean the EnglUh and Dutch, 
neither of them dwing to hinder it : for if they fhould attempt it, it tvoulij* ruin them 
there, we not having the leaft power over this nation. There are, I believe, four 
thoufand filhermen in this country. 

But to proceed on our journey ; about half a qjile farther, we come to Adja, a viU 
lage, where, as well as formerly at Annamabo, we had a fort, till by treachery we 
were forced out of it by the Snglilh, who being jointly engarrifoned with our men, 
treated them inV barbarous and cruel manner. The Englilh have panted their flag 
upon a Negro’s Apufe here, .and their Company hath one faftor here to buy millet of 
the Fantyneans for their flave-fhips ; but he finding p'; '•cater profit in trading iK'ith the 
interlopers, can fpar^' his mafter’s ihips but a fmalh^rtare. 

A little lower, ju>. at the village, juftly called ’kittle Cormantyn, ftand sour fortr^ 
Amfterdani, the chief -efidence of the Englilh, till they were driven from thence by 
Admiral De Ruyter, anno 1665. This fort being fufficicntly large, is ftrengthened 
by three finall and a fino^large battery, containing twenty pieces of cannon. The go- 
vernor fet over this fort is a chief fadtor, as that of Mouree. A moderate charge 
would very much improve this fortrefs ; but the commerce of the place not being fuf- 
ficient to bear the expence, it is better to let it alone. This village is fo fmall and wretch- 
edly poor, it is not worth our thoughts. But Great Cormantyn, a town which lies a 
cannon-lhot below our fort upon a high hill, is fo large and populous, that it very well 
deferves the name of great : all the inhabitants, befides mercantile traders,* are filher- 
men, amounting to the number of feven or eight hundred, and fometimes one thou- 
fand. From this place the country of Fantyn reaches feven or eight miles on the Ihore, 
being all the way replenilhed with fmall villages, very pleafant to obferve in palling by 
in a Canoa. 

At the end of Fantyn, the Engliifli,^ two years pall, planted another flag, and began . 
to build a fort ; whether their expedladons were not fatisfied, or they could mot agree 
with the Negroes, is uncertain, but at prefent they are endeavouring ’to remove all 
the materials from thence, which the Negro commander-in-chief hath hitherto hin- 
dered ; and how it will end, time muft difeover. 

From what I have faid, you may be informed what places the Englifli and/we poflfefs 
in Fantyn, both of us having an eqi^l power, that is, none at all. For when thefe 
people are inclined to it, they Ihut up all the pafles fo clofe that not one merchant can 
poflibly come from the in-land country to trade with us, and fometimes, not content 
with this, they prevent the bringing provifions to us, till we have made peace with 
them. They have a hank upon us, we having formerly contraded to give them a 
good fum of ready money, befides 300 guilders for every one of the 'Company’s (hips 
which for the future Ihould bring any goods hither, in confideration of their aid in the 
taking Fort Amfterdam, and other auxiliary afliftance : but in this contradl it was par- 
ticularly ftipuiated, that flave-lhips Ihould be exfcepted from paying any thing ; notwith- 
ftanding which they are now become fo unreafonable, that they will make no difference 
between flave-lhips and others, obliging us equally to pay for all ; and all our remon* 
{trances that it is contrary to the treaty are wholly ineffedual, for if we will live at quiet, 
we are always obliged to humour them. They alfo extort a goo^ fum from the Eng- 
lilh yearly ; in Ihort, they treat us' both alike. Rut having faid enough for this time, 
Jjdefire you to accept the repeated affuraiices of my fervice, &c. 

3 A chAp. 
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.ETTER'I^ — Country of Acron^ and our fort there ; Agonna, and the 
Englijh Fort there ; and Iqjily^ the great Kingdom of Aquamboe, at A the Englijh, 
Damjhy and Dutch Forts in it ; together with fame remarkable Events in that Country, 

Sir, 

MY Jaft of the 27th — — ■ concluded with Fantyn. The yet undeferibed remainder 
of the Gold Coaft contains the three following kingdoms, viz. Acroiy, Agonna, and 
Aquamboe. The firft whereof borders -on the Fantynean country ; aiM in the middle 
of if, at the village Apam, in the\year 1 697, we began to build a fmall fort, or rather 
houfe, now fortified with two batt^ies : to this we have given the name of Fort Lcyd- 
faamheyd, i. e. Patience, becaufe met with fufficient opportunity of exercifing that 
virtue in building it, by the frequent oppofitions of the Negroes. Our chief fadlor 
there, by the deadnefs of trade, and the depraved nature of th^ inhabitants, is fo per- 
plexed, that he hath enough to do to keep his temper. I ney/f was fo deceived in my 
expeftation as by thefe Natives ; they appeared fo well at fim, that by my advice the 
building of this fort was very much expedited, but I foon enough repented of it. Upon 
the two batteries are eight pieces of cannon, but its greatefl; ilrength and ornament is 
derived from a fine turret before it. 

The village which lies under it is very little, and formerly, as well as now, only in- 
habited by ■ filhermen. But this place, as well as all Acron, is very conveniently 
iituated for trade ; and if the natives were more tradable, might in few years become 
a populous town. Acron, as I told you, is a kingdom ; but its King under the pro- 
teftion of his principal fubjeds, efpecially his nephew and general : this is a moft 
pernicious villain, whofe favage humour occafioned all the difl'erences we have had, 
w:?nd the oppofition we have met with here. I have feveral times difeourfed with him, 
and though 1 could not difeover any capacity in him that he was a man of the leaft 
judgment, yet the whole council turns upon and centers in him. The reft of the 
chiefs are all very good men, and are not for pufhing on war. The King, who is 
about feventy years of age, is an extraordinary good-natured man, with whom 1 have 
often beeri’-very merry : he is thought to be the richeft prince in ready-rnoney on the 
whole coaft (except the King of Aquamboe), aifo yet I have obferved him fo meanly 
robed, that all he had about him was not worth naif a crown. 

The people of Acron t^dom or never enter into war j for having chofen the 
Fantyneans for their protedors, none dare injure or attack them ; by which they have 
a very good opportunity ol tilling their land in quiet ; and they accordingly hufband 
their time and ground fo well, that every year produceth a plentiful harveft, a great 
part of which crop they difpofe of to other countries. Harts, hares, partridges, phea- 
lants, and other wild-fowl and quadrupeds are here in great abundance, and very good. 
About three or four months paft, three or four friends and myfelf had the diverfion of 
taking a hare in a manner not very common. Behind our fort, which is built on a 
hill, is a vale about a mile fquare, w'here there were abimdance of hay-cocks'} here, 
about twilight we met a young hare, that, being purfued by my dog, took refuge in a 
hay-cock ; in which, though we made a diligent fearch, we could not find him, till at 
laft burning thj* hay-cock, to our mighty furprize, we found the hare fitting under the 
alhes of vhe hay unhurt, and carried her alive with us to Elmina. From this accident, 
and the vaft quantities of hares, I queftion not but a good pack of exquifite huntelf 
c. ottld have very good fport here. . 


Acron 
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Acron is divided into Little and Great Acron. Little Acron is that which we have 
defcribed : Great Acron is further in-land, and its government is a fort ' of republic, if 
not anarchy ; and though thefe are two countries, and have no dependance on each 
other, yet they live in perfeft amity. 

A little below our fort a fait river takes its courfe in-land about a mile, which abounds 
both in filh and fowl, and is confequently very pleafant. 

About a mile further eaftward, in the country of Agonna, is a very high hill, called 
Monte de Dlable, or Devil’s Mount ; to whom it is often prefented by the feamen, be* 
caufe being very ''^ligh, they often fee it at a diftance, long before they can reach it, 
when the wind is v'ontrary. This hill is reported to be e- niched with vail; quantities of 
gold ; of which it is alfo affirmed, that the Agonnafian Negroes, after violent ft-'t. ers, 
gathered it to a confid-’iable value, the rain having v^lhed it off with the fanu. This 
year one Mr. Baergs t ied at Cabocors, who was ag^t for the Englifli, and entrulled 
with a mere ample con: milfion than any of his predeceffors, or the three together who 
ufed to govern, had been , charged with for feveral years. This extenfive commilfion, 
if we may believe the Engi'ill), was given him by the direftors of the African Company, 
becaufe he had informed tb’m of, and promil'ed to dig gold, or gold ore, out of this 
hill, and fend it over to them. To this purpofe he brought all manner of neceffary 
inftruments along with hint. But 1 am certain if he had purfued his defign effeSually, 
the Agonnafians would have treated him and his men as ill as the Commanians did us j 
which, 1 believe, his fucceffors will wifely conlider. 

Agonna begins with or about this hill, and is at prefent, as it hath for fome time 
pall, been governed by a woman, with as tnuch courage and condud as other countries 
are ruled by men. 1 do not remember any other kingdom among the Negroes where 
the fupremacy defeends to females as w'ell as males. This govemels is fo wife, that to 
keep the government entirely in her own hands, fhe lives unmarried. But that Ihe may 
not remain a perfed ffranger to the foft palfion, Ihe generally buys a brilk jolly Have, 
with whom Ihe diverts herfelf; prohibiting him, on forfeiture of his head, to in- 
trigue with any other woman : and when the youth has loft his charms, or her palfion 
palls, he is exchanged for another, though fome will not allow hjr lb honourable as 
to be fatisfied with one at a time ; if Ihe fhould, it would difeover a natural chaftity 
and virtue, fince, checked by no religion or law, Ihe is fo perfedly miftr^afs of her 
favours, that Ihe may confer them on whom Ihe pleafeth without fear or fcandal. 

About the middle of Agonna the Englilh built a fmall fort in the year 1694 ; it is 
covered with a flat roof, and hath four batteries, fo large ^at a man may eafily leap 
over them without a ftick ; and the guns are of a proportionable bigtlefs, one of them 
difeharging a half pound ball : in Ihort, it is like our forts at Bourry, Zaconde, 
Chama, and Apam, and theirs at Dickjefehoof, a fort which wants another to defend 
it. The adjacent village, by fome called Wimba and others Simpa, is about as large 
as other villages commonly are, chiefly inhabited by filhermen, and very agreeably 
fituated amongft trees. Trade is here at as low an ebb as at Apam ; but when the 
wars in the in-land country come to an end, both places will be found well fituate for 
commerce. 

Agonna furpaffes Acron in largenefs, power, and riches ; though in fertility and 
pleafantnefs they are very near equal, ^nly the former is adorned wi^h a beautiful large 
frelh river, which both the Englilh and Negroes affirm to abound as {dqntifully with 
oy fters and other filh, and all forts of apes, as any on the whole coail. ^Having not 
"^ierved it myfelf, I am obliged to relate this on report. 

"Wfc 
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We come next to the laft country on the Gold Coaft, namely, that of Aquambo? j 
the greateft part of which is fituat^ inland ; but I (hall delcribe it among the kingdoms 
of the coaft, becaufe we have a daily and coufiderable traffic with them ; and their King 
extends his power over the Negroes of the coaft above twenty miles ; and notwithftand- 
ing thefe are governed by feveral Kings, 1 (hall venture to add them to his teiritories, 
• he equally exerciling an unlimited fovereignty over them and lus own fubjeds. His 
arbitrary defpotic power occalions the proverbial faying, that there are only two 
forts of men in Aquamboe, of which the King and his friends are one, and thnr (laves 
the other fo that he wants no other attendants than thofe of his own/houfe. 

The Aquamboe Negroes are very haughty, arrogant, and warlike ; their power is 
alfo very terrible to all their neighbouring countries, except Akim . the nations under 
their power are miferably tornamted with the daily plundering, or rather robbing 
vifits, the Aquamboan foldiers mmve them, they not daring to oppofe them in the leaft, 
for fear the King, w'ho never fails feverely to revenge his foldiers* quarrels, (hould hear 
of it. Some time pad the Aquamboan government was admmiltered by two, viz. the 
old and young King, though the latter is excluded on prj^ence of his minority, by 
his fether’s brother, affifted by his own mother, fo that the uncle reigned in conjunc- 
tion with his father. This double hierarchy was found extremely prejudicial to the 
fubjefts, who were fure to fuffer from the one as well as the other tyrant ; till the year 
1C99, when the old King dying, the young one eftablifhed himfelf folely on the throne, 
utterly excluding the other, and reigning at prefent. The old King was a man of a 
wicked abjeft temper, and an inveterate enemy to the Europeans ; and though he re- 
ceived from the Englifh, Danes, and us, an ounce of gold, in recognition of the 
liberty given us by his predecelTors to build in his dominions ; yet he horridly plagued 
us, and that in fo unreafonable a manner, that if he did but fancy any of us had injured 
him, he was fure to oblige us all three to fatisfaflion, by (hutting up the pafles fo 
clofely, that not fo much as a fingle merchant could get to us ; fo that it is not to be 
doubted but his death hath, and will contribute to the advancement of the European 
trade here ; 'the prefent King being a more intelligent and rational Negro, as well as 
a friend to the Eqropeans, efpecially the Hollanders ; which plainly appeared in his 
dangerous illnefs, that his country-phyficians could not cure, for then he confidently 
entrufted himfelf in our hands, coming in perfon to our fort with a few of his attend- 
ants, and refided there for feme time, being roughly enough handled by our barber, but 
lucidly almoft cured : his diftemper being of that nature, that he cannot exped to be 
entirely freed from its eff^ds ; and he is accordingly at prefent not onl^ incapable of 
procreating children, but of the enjoyment of any of his wives ; of which he hath a 
' large number. 

£xce(five veheryin his youth occafioned his indifpofition ; his wives who endeavoured 
to reftrain him he rewarded with broken heads, though he hath too late fufficiently 
repented of it ; and it is indeed a pity, for he is a clean well-(haped Negroe, and in the 
flower of his age. , 

In the time of the old King, we were very defirous to build a fort, and "accordingly 
begun it at the village Ponni, at the end of the Gold Coaft. But when our (hip with 
building materials arrived at Acra, being informed that Ado was gone with his army 
agiunft the enemi^, for fear the old Kbg (hould too much impofe on us, we defifted ; 
in which we were very fortunate by reafon we (hould only have put ourfelves to unne- 
ceffary expdnce, for at this time we find the trade not fo confiderable as was pretended* 
and that a lodge with a man or two are fufficient : wherefore, without a very gltai 
alteration of the pofture of affairs, I do not believe that a fort will ever be built there. 

I have 
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t hav« before Wnted to you, that we, as well asthe EnglUh and Danes, have a fort 
at Acra ; all which three may be reckoned amongft the beft forts on the coaft. Steering 
our courfe eallwards, the firft we meet with in our way is that of the EngUih, which 
is a well-built fquare fort, with four batteries ; its walls high and thick, efpecially on 
that fide towards us fomewhat thicker than ordinary : it is fiimHhed with twenty-five 
pieces, the greateft part of which are fo fmall and flight, that if they fhould be attacked 
they would do very well to exchange them for twelve good heavy guns. This, like all 
the Englifli forts, is very mearily garrifoned, as if it were fufiicient to bu^ld forts, fur- 
nilh them with ca\mon and neceffary provifions, without men, in which the Englifh are 
every where defick'ct ; and it were well if others did not lollow too clofely their exam- 
ple. But of that no more at prefent, not doubting but thofc w^hom it concerns kH in 
lime amend that fault* 

Within cannon-lhc. below this, lies our fort Ciweceur ; how proper it is for the 
rcfidonce of a chief go-nmor, the trade thereabouts will decide. This fort furpafles 
the Englilh in largenefs and good guns, though about equal in ftrength, except only 
that our w'alls are thinner than theirs, and coniequently cannot endure lb great a Ihock ; 
and indeed it is to be wilhed that we may live in peace with that nation, for if it Ihould 
happen otherwife, both have here a convenient opportunity of continually exchanging 
very rough and w'arm falutations. 

Exaftly a cannon-lhot below ours ftands the Danifh fort Chriftiaanlburg ; the only 
one they have on this coalf, which was taken from them by the Negroes, anno 1 693, 
when they entirely flript it and kept it for fome time. This misfortune of the Danes 
was occafloiied by the death of fcveral of their garrifon ; and though we could not 
but beinojin their hard fate, yet it was really diverting to obferve what work the Negroes 
made with the fortrefs; their .commander Alfammeni drefled hinifelf in the Danifh 
governor’s habit, and caufed himfelf to be complimented by that name; in adfing 
which part he occafioned feveral very comical feenes ; he thundered at all the Englifli 
and Zealandifli interlopers by way of falute with his cannon, as if there would never 
be an end of the powder, and remained in pofl'eflion of the fort till tv'o l)aniih fliips 
arrived on the coaft, when, by means of a very confiderable prel^t to the King of 
Aquarpboe, but more efpecially by our interceflion, it was re delivered to them ; ^hich 
fcrvice they afterwards as bafely as ungratefully rewarded, but they were Ad great 
gainers by it ; for to garrifon their fort, they were obliged to leave their ftiips fo poorly 
manned, that they became a prey to the pirates in the fight of Guinea. 

This fort would be too ftrong for the united force of the Englilh fort and ours. It 
is a fquare boilding, ftrengthened with four batteries, and to the beft of my memory 
tw'enty guns. It appears very beautiful, and looks as if it w ere but one continued 
battery, as it is really in effed ; for the roof being entirely flat, the cailnon may con- 
veniently be planted on all parts of it. 

It is now time to proceed to the more in-Iand part of Aquamboe. Though the 
Englifli, Danes, and we have forts here, yet our authority is very fmall, and confined 
within our own walls, fo that the forts only ferve to defend ourfelves ; for if we ihould 
make any attempts on the Negroes, they would certainly end in our deftruftion. 

Each fort hath its adjacent village, diftinguiflied by its particular name, though the 
general one is Acra, the name of this country, which wras formerly kingdom, whofe 
inhabitants were conquered by the Aquamboans, and driven to a place called Little 
PoDO, which at prefent contains the remainder of the great kingdom of Acw. 

"" It might be 4 reafonably conjeftured, that the three feveral companies trading here, 
mierhfbe aptfo to claih with one another that it might be fiital to die whole commerce ; 

but 
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but experience proves the'contrary ; for hete is fuch great.plenty of ^old and flavesv 
that no on? is in danger of wanting his lhare, and each is ftockcd with commodities 
winch the other hath not, which very often tends to the promotion of trade. 

At this place alone fometimes more gold is received than on the whole coaft behdes ; 
and its traffic would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of Aquamboe and Akim could 
agree, as they generally are at difference, the latter pretending a feudal right over the 
former, and fubfequent thereto, demanding an ahnual tribute of them, which the 
Aquamboans will by no means fubmit to ; as knowing very well that a conceffion 
of that nature may in time coft them their whole country. But the King is fubtle 
enough to know how by fair words and prefents to fow diffejHions betwixt the 
governing men of Akim, and thereby preferve his dominions in peace and a profpe- 
rous trade. V * ^ 

Having formerly hinted the extent of this country, I (hall now add, that the King 
and his nobles, or rather favourites, are fo very rich in gold and flaves, that I am of 
opinion this country fingly polfeffeth greater trealures than all thole we have hitherto 
defcribed taken together : the chief employments of the inhabitants are merchandize, 
agriculture and war ; to which laft they are particularly addided. 

Though tlie foil is fufficiently fertile, yet they commonly fall ffiort of provilions 
towards the latter end of the year, and are accordingly obliged to fetch them from 
other places. 

They do not trouble themfelves with filhing, nor with the boiling of fait, though this 
country affords a vaft plenty of it ; that they leave to the Coaft Negroes, W'hoare either 
born here, or come from other places hither to live, and are very numerous and ferve 
to people feveral fine towns ; thefe, not content with filhing and the preparation of fait, 
drive as confiderable trade with foreign (hips as thofe of Axim and Fantyn. The num- 
ber of flaves fold here at lead equals what are difpofed of on the whole coaft (Annama- 
bo not excepted) j this country being continually in war with fome of the circumjacent 
nations, wbp are very populous, and from whom they take a vaft number of prifoners j 
moft of which they fell to the Europeans. 

If I have before talked of Negroes who followed the wars, you muft not from thence 
infer that they make that their whole employment : no, it is but one part I allure you, 
and all ^he Negroes in general are foldiers as long as the war continues, if at lead they 
are but able to buy arms, or their mailers bellow any on them ; and the war ended, 
each applies himfelf to his particular calling : but if there happens to be any of fuch a 
turbulent nature that they cannot live out of the camp, they go to ferve in the 
neighbouring wars ; and thefe are in a drifter fenfe called foldiers. Amongft the 
filhermen therj are very few foldiers, for they living upon the Ihore and under our 
proteftion, are not frequently attacked by enemies, and therefore are feldom fumilhed 
with arms. 

Having run through the whole Gold Coaft ; I (hall now, fir, allow you time to 
entertain yourlelf with its defeription, defigning in my next to inform you of the in-land 
countries whence the gold is brought to the coaft, as far as they have fallen under 
my cognifance : in the mean-time, I hope what I have already done hath afforded you 
fome ^tislaftion } in which expeiftation I remain, fir, youcs, &c. 


LET. 
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T.V.TTTR VI. — Treating the Countries where the gold is digged; the cruel Wars and 
udler DeJlruBion of form of them. — The Negroes Manner fearching for Gold. — - 
The feveral forts of Gold. — Now falfe Gold is bought ^ and how deleted. — Of Gold 
Weights : and^ lajily, a RefiefMon concerning the digging of Gold; that it is fcqfible 
to be done more fuccefsfully and to a better Advantage by the Europeans, 

Siif, 

BE pleafed to accept this as a performance of my promife to defcribe thofe coun- 
tries from whenct 'the gold is brought : to which 1 flial! add, the manner how gold 
is found or digged ;Vhe leveral fpecies of it, and the weights it is weighed b) . an 
account of the falfe ^Id, and whatever elfe falls und-y that head. 

The firft country w',deh produceth gold is Dinkiia, fituate fo far in-land that our 
fervants are commonly ;a*fe days in going from Elmina to it, and from Axiin it is above 
ten days journey ; not io much on account of its real diflance from cither place, as 
becaufe of the badnefs of the roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them to go 
double the cornpafs of ground, that would otherwife be necelTary ; and that the Ne- 
groes either cannot or will not help. 

This country, formerly i eftrained to a fmall cornpafs of land, and containing but ani 
inconfiderable number of inhabitants, is, by their valour, fo improved in power, that 
they are refpeded and honoured by all their neighbouring nations j all which they 
have taught to fear them, except Afiante and Akim, who are yet ftronger than 
they. 

They are pofleffed of vafl: treafures of gold, befides what their own mines fupply 
them with; either by plunder from others, or their own commerce; in which they 
are abundantly more expert than any other Negro : befides which they havfe three 
countries in fubjcftion to them ; each of^which produces fomc, though not fo much 
gold, viz. Walfa, Encaffe, and Juffer; each of ihefe borders upon one aqpther, and 
the laft upon Comraany. I'he gold of ihefe countries, their own, ?,nd what they 
brought from other parts, fatisfied the demand of the whole coafl from Axim to Za- 
conde, about three years paft, during the Commanian wars : but fince our peace with 
the Commanians, the roads being free and open to the merchants, the diftance o^f feveral 
places from them, ‘makes them not travel farther at prefent than to Chama, Commany, 
Elmina, and Cabocors ; wherefore the higher coaft is not extraordinarily fupplied with 
gold ; for though there are fome countries betwixt Dinkira and them which have gold 
mines ; to inftance, in Eguira and Adorn, befides Abocroe and Ancdber, which alfo 
have a fmall fhare ; yet all added together will not amount to a quantity fiifficient to 
fupply all the upper forts. In the year 1694, I heard the Brandenburghers complain 
that they could not receive two marks of gold in a whole month’s time ; nor did we 
fare much better in our forts, trade being extremely dull at that time. 

The gold which is brought us by the Dinkirans is very pure, except only that it is 
too much mixed with Fetiches, which are a fort of artificial gold, compofed of feveral 
ingredients ; among which fome of them are .very oddly fhaped : thefe Fetiches they 
call, in moulds made of a fort of black and heavy earth, into what form they pleafe ; 
and this artificial gold is frequently mixed with a third part, and fomitfimes with half 
filver and copper, and confequently lefs worth, and yet we are peftered wi^ it on ail 
parts of the Coafl ; and if we refufe to receive it, fome Negroes are fo ui^afonable 
tlTat they will undeniably take back all their pure gold ; fo that we are obliged fome- 
times fio fuffer to fhufile in fome of it. There are alfo Fetiches cad of unalloyed 
vot. XVI. 3 B mounciin 
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mountain which veiy feldom come to our haiiiJs, Jjecaufe they keep them C9 
^dorn themielvcs : fo that if ever we meet with them, thofe who part with them ^ire 
obliged to it by neceffity, or they arc filled with the mentioned black heavy earth j 
with which the unlkilful are liable to be bafely cheated, receiving inltead of gold fre- 
quently half the weight in this fort of earth. 

By wh at hath been laid, you may imagine how rich and potent the kingdom of 
Dinkira was. But a few months pall it was fo entirely deftroyed, that it lies at prefent 
defolate and wafte. Certainly it cannot be unpleafaut to inform you how fuch a fatal 
and fudden deftruclion fell upon this fo potent a land, as well asf(vhenco their ruin 
proceeded ; which 1 am obliged to take from the report of fome o£‘the Negroes 5 and 
the event hath given me fuflicicnt reafon to be lieve they told trum. 

Dinkira, elevated by its grea^^riclies and power, becinie lb Arrogant, that it looked 
on all other Negroes with a contemptible eye, efleeming them no more than its flaves ; 
which rendered it the objedl of their common hatred, each imnatieiitly wifhing its 
downfall ; though no nation was fo hardy as to attack it, till tljc King of Afiante, in- 
jured and afiVonted by its governor, adventured to revenge himlblf on this nation in a 
fignal manner. 

The occafion of which was this : Bofiante, the King of Dinkira, a young prince, 
whofe valour was become the admiration of all the Negroes of the Ck)all, fent fonie 
of his wives to compliment Zay, the King of Afiante ; who not only received and en- 
tertained them very civilly, but fent them back charged with feveral wry confiderable 
prefents to exprefs his obliging refentment of the grateful embafly : and being refolved 
to return his obligation, he fome time after fent fome of his wives to compliment the 
King of Dinkira, and affure him of the great efteein he had for his perfon. Thefe 
Ambafladrefles were not lefs fplendidly treated at Dinkira, being alfo loaded with 
prefents ; but the King caft a wanton eye upon one of them ; and hurried on by exor- 
bitant luft, gratified his brutal defire : after fatiating of which, he fuffered her, toge- 
ther with s^'he reft, to return to their country, and their injured hufband, wdio was 
informed of this affront : but he took care to make the King of Dinkira fenfible, that 
he would not reft till he had wafhed away the fcandal in his injurious blood. After he 
was made fenfible of the King of Afiante^s refolution, knowing very well whom he had 
to deal with, he heartily wiflied he had not been guilty of the crime ; but fince it was 
done, he oft'ered him feveral hundred marks of gold to jnit up the injury. The 
enraged Prince, deaf to all fuch oilers, prepared himfelf for a vigorous war, by raifing 
a ftrong army, in order to make a defeent on Dinkira ; and not being fufficiently llored 
with gunpowder, he bought up great quantities on the Coaft. The Dinkiraus being 
foolim enough to aflift him themftlves, fuffered his fubjefts to pais with it uninter- 
rupted through their country, notwithftanding they knew very well it was only dc- 
figned for their deftruftion. Whilft he was making thefe preparations, the King of 
Dinkira died ; which might encourage a belief that the impending cloud of w^ar would 
blow over. Whether the governors of* Dinkira were too haughty to implore a peace 
of the injured Zay, or l^e inftigated by the enemies of that country, is uncertain : but 
he ftill immoveably perfifted in his purpofe of utterly extirpating the Dinkirans. 
And about the beginning of this year, being completely ready, he came with a terrible 
army into the field ; and engaging the Dinkirans, who expefted him, he beat them ; 
but fighting them a fecond time, he entirely defeated them. The Negroes report, 
that in thefe two battles above a hundred thoufand men were killed : of the Negroes 
of Akim only, who came to the affiftance of the Dinkirans, there were about tlTirfy 
thoufand killed •, befides that a great Caboceer of Akim, with all his men, were cut 
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fflff. What think yoii, Sri Hi^fe are other forts battles than are ufiially fou/^hf 
betwixt the Kings here; who, if they fliould oblige all their fubjefts, even the lame, 
decrepit and blind to come into the field, could not raife fuch a number. The 
plunder after this viftory took up the Afiantines fifteen days time, as is faid, but 
perhaps largely enough ; that Zay’s booty alone amounted to feveral thoufand marks 
of gold, as is affirmed by one of our European officers, who was fent' on fome em- 
bafly to Zay, and fays he had feveral times feen the treafure. This meflenger of ours, 
who is now in the Afiantean camp, hath orders to take an exaft account of what he 
hears and fees fhere ; of which 1 wilh I had a tranfcript, which I doubt not would 
furnilh fome extraordinary matter : but to defer this to another time. Thus you fee 
the towering pride ^ Dinkira in allies, they being forced to fly before theft’ wnom 
they not long before Vjought uo better than their /Javes, and themfelves being now 
fold for Haves. We have not yet received the particulars of this whole affair ; but thfc 
account of it coming ti' hand, I thought fit to impart it to you. 

Next Dinkira, we come in order to the defeription of Acanny, whofe inhabitants, 
long before the Dinkirans, were famed for great traders ; and brought the gold of 
Afiante and Akim, together with fome of their own, hither to market: and that 
which they vended was always fo pure and fine, that to this day the bell gold is called 
by the Negroes, Acanni Sica, or Acanny gold. They ufually came in company witb ;; 
the inhabitants of Cabcllerra, a country between them and Saboe, with their goods 
to Elmina, Cabocors, Mouree, Annamabo, Cormantim, and as far as the Englilh 
village Simpa. 'I'heir gold was never mixed with Fetiches, like that of Dinkira, and 
therefore much more valuable ; but they w'ere very troublefome to deal withal, though 
not fo peevilh and pofitive as thofe of Dinkira, and always obliged us to comply with 
their own humour ; but for three years paft we have not much reafon to complain of 
them, they not having traded for much : for they, on what account I am ignorant, 
falling out with the Dinkirans, were lb bfaten that all their governing men, and no fmall 
number of the inferior people, were killed and taken prifoners ; to redeem which out of 
llavery, they were obliged to Itrip themfelves of all they were polTelfod of in the world; 
by which means they were reduced to the utmoft poverty and inability to defend thera- 
felves : but the Dinkirans themfelves being now ruined, as well as they, and having 
declared for the King of Afiante, perhaps thefe may recover fome of their ancieiu 
lull: re. 

Akim is the next in our way, which furnilhes as large quantities of gold as any 
land that I know ; and that alfo the moll: valuable and pure of any that is carried from 
this Coaft : it is eafily dillinguilhed by its deep colour. Acra at prefent carries away 
the greateft part of this metal from hence ; and from the Acriaiis alfo we have it 
very good and pure, without Fetiches or Kakeraas. Having feveral times heard that 
Akim was an extraordinary large country, I once took the opportunity of alking fome 
of the Akimefe how many days journey their country was ; they replied, that very few 
natives knew how far it extended in-land towards the Barbary Coaft ; which, according 
to what they told me, was incredible. 'Iliis country, for as lar as it is known to us 
was formerly under a monarchical government ; but the prefent fuccelfor being yet but 
young, and betraying but too palpable figns of a cruel nature, hath not been able to 
make himfelf mailer of the whole land, but is obliged to be content •v<th a part for 
the governing men of the kingdom, fearing he will prove a great tyrantv to reftVain 
him, hav6 taken a part of the adminiftration into their hands : fo that i? is a fort of 
commonwealth, which proves very well for Acanny and Aquamboe ; for if the govem- 
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mest became monarchical, no ^vifions would arife amonft thebi, and they would be at 
leifure to p?ey on their neighbours. \ 

We have always efteemed the three mentioned' countries the richeft in gold, but s 
-that there certainly are fetreral more is undeniable. Afiante is a convincing proof Of 
this, which being but lately known to us, we find to afford more gold than Dinkira ; 
ylfo Ananfe, a country fituate betwixt Afiante and Dinkira, as there are undoubtedly 
man y more, with which we are yet utterly unacquainted. 

Awine niuft not here be forgotten. I take it to be the very firft on the Gold Coaft, 
anti to lie far above Axim. Front the inhabitants of this country we formerly ufed to 
receive large quantities of fine and pure gold ; and they being tint civdeft and faired 
dealers of all the Negroes, we traded with them with a great deal^of pleafure, but the 
Dinkirans, w ho would lord it over all their neighbouring natioiuf; fubdued this ; fince 
which lime we have not receivea much gold of them. In the conqued of this land, 
the Dinkirans made a brave and obffinate refidance, and had no doubt been fubdued 
themfelves if the natives of Awine could have been unanimous ; for the Dinkirans in 
one battle with a governor of theirs loft above two thoufand men, and left the men- 
tioned governor fuch an abfolute viftory, that there was not a Angle perfon left to 
carry the news to Dinkira, they being all killed with poifoned arrows, which the 
Aw'inefe know very well how to ufe. IJpon this defeat the Dinkirans got together a 
large army, which the vidlorious Awinel'e underdanding, fent to his country-men for 
farther allidance ; inftead of which he met with nothing but derifion, they accufing 
him of cbwardice ; and replying, that he was able to beat the Dinkirans, but if he 
was beaten then it was their turn to come and fight them man by man. Thus fighting 
one againd one they lod their country and themfelves entirely, almod in the fame 
manner that the Chinefe were conquered by the Tartars, whereas if they w'ould have 
united they might ealily have beaten the Dinkirans. 

, From what I have faid you may colleft, thjt the gold is brought to us on the coad 
from in-lan^, countries ; and from the little that hath been hinted, you may alfo imagine 
how' they arc fituated. I cannot inform you better, becaule the Negroes cannot give 
any certain account of them, nor do any of our people go fo far : wherefore, I mud* 
beg of you, my good friend, to be contented, and turn your eyes to what I diall pre- 
fent you concerning the gold itfelf. 

There is no fmall number of men in Europe who believe that the gold-mines arc in 
our power ; that we, like the Spaniards in the Wed Indies, have no more to do but 
to work them by our Haves : though you perfectly know we have no manner of accefs 
to thefe treafures, nor do 1 believe that any of our people have ever feen one of them ; 
which you will eafily credit, when vou are informed that the Negroes edeem them 
facred, and confequently tak< all poffible care to keep us from them. But to come 
nearer the fubjeft : this illudrious metal is generally found in three forts of places : 
fird, the bed is found in or betwixt particular hills, and the Negroes apprehending 
where the gold is, dig pits, and feparate iftfrom the earth which comes out with it. 

The fecond place is in, at, and about feme rivers and water-falls, whofe violence 
wadieth down great quantities of earth, which carry the gold with it. ^ 

The third is on the fea-fherre, where (as at Elmina and Axim), there are little 
branches or rivu!e ^,9 into which the gold is driven from mountainous places, as well as 
to the rivers i and after violent fhowers of rain in the night, next morning thefe places 
are lure to (foe vifited by hundreds of Negro-women naked, except a cloth wrapped, 
about them to hide what modedy obligeth. Each of thefe women is furnlfhed with 
lairge and fmall troughs or tray, which they fird fill f"!* of earth and fand, which* they 
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F waft trith reputed they have cldaidlHi’it from all its earth-; and if 
there be any gold, its ponderofity forces it to the bottom of the trough ; winch if they 
find, it is thrown into the fmall tray, and fo they go to wafting it again, which opera- ** 
tion generally holds them till noon : fonie of them not getting above the value of 11:^- 
pence, feme of them find pieces of fix or feven ftillings, though not frequer.i.ly, and 
often (hey entirely lofe their labour. Thus the diggi)ig of pits, the gathering it at or* 
about the rivers, and this laft mentioned manner, are all the ways they know to come 
at gold. 

The gold thiis digged or found, is of two forts, on<' is called Dull -gold or Gold- 
dull ; which is altnoll as fine is flower, and is the bell [tearing alfo the greateft price 
in Europe : the ot^'^r fort is in pieces of difll-rent fizes, fome being har lly tht '.eight 
of a farthing, other^ weighing as heavy as twenty or thirty guineas, though of the laft 
fort not many npeur The Negroes indeed tell us, that in the country, pieces as heavy 
as one or two hundred guineas are found, Thefe lumps or pieces are called Mountain- 
gold, which being tnelred, touch better than dull-gold ; but the multitude of fmall 
llones which always adhere to them, occalion a great lofs in the melting, for which 
reafon gold-dull is molt elleemed. Thus much of the good and pure gold, and now 
to touch upon the falfe. The firlt fort is that mixed with filver or copper, and call 
into fetiches, of which I have before hinted : thefe fetiches are cut into fmall bits by 
the Negroes, about the worth of one, two or three farthings. It is a common pro- 
verb, “ That you cannot buy much gold for a farthing,” yet even witli tliat value in 
gold you may here go to market and buy bread or iriiit for your ncceffifies. The 
Negro-women know the cxatl value of thefe bits fo well at fight, that they never are 
millaken ; and accordingly they tell them to each other witlumt weighing, as we do 
coined money. They are here called Kakeraas, the word exprefling i'omcthing of very 
little value, and the gold itl'elf is indeed very little worth ; for we cannot fell it in 
Europe for above forty ftillings the ounce, and yet it pafles current all over the coaft : 
and our garrifons are paid their fubfiitence-moiiey in it. And for this ^ey may buy 
all forts of edibles of the Negroes, who, mixing it with other gold, bring it to us again ; 
and as foon as received, the clerks are ordered to pick it out of the other with which 
it is mixed ; fo that this Hull' feems to pafs backward and forwind without the leaft 
diminution, notwithllanding large quantities ot it are annually lent to Europe by the 
French and Portuguefe, befides what ve ourfelves fpend : but the Negroes making 
them faller than we export them, they are like to continue long enough. 

The Negroes are very fubtle artifts in the fophillicating of gold : they can fo neatly 
falfify and counterfeit the gold-dull and the mountain-gold, that feveral unexperienced 
traders are frequently cheateil, and by bought experience are taught how to know 
gold. Some pieces are call by them ib artificially, that quite round lor the thicknefs 
of a knife they are very fine gold, and the vacancy filled up with copper, or perhaps 
iron. 'I'his is a new-invented cheat of theirs-; but the common falfe mountain-gold is 
a mixture of filver, copper, and a propoi titip of gc.ld, extremely higii-coloured, which ■ 
very much facilitates the cheat : for being obligetl to receive one or two pounds at a 
time, wherein the pieces happen to be very numerous, we cannot touch every one, 
and it looking lb well, cauicth it to pals unfufpefted. Another fort of falfe gold is 
alfo frequent amongll them, which is nothing elfe than a certayi powder of coral, 
which they call and tinge lb artificially, that it is impoflible to diitingiuift it by any 
other difference than that of the weight. Of this powder they alfo .majte gold-dull, 
but chiefly of the filings of copper, to which they give a very good tinfture ; though 
all the fdlle tinged gold in a month or two entirely lofes its luftre, and then we begin 
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to 6ad that|4t is &lfe : in which we are happier thkn in thofe pi^es covered over with «. 
gold ; for they remain as we receive them, witljout any alteration, and confequently 
that cheat is the moll dangerous. 

If you are defirous to know how it is poffible to avoid the reception of falfe gold,* 
efpecially if offered at night or morning, the methods we take are, firft, if it is in 
• large pieces, to cut them clear through with a knife, which immediately difcovers what 
it is : if the piece be finall, like mountain gold, lay them upon a Hone, and beat them 
with a haninicr ; and if made of coral, they will crumble into fmall parts ; but fup- 
pofmg it Hand beating, you may afterwards try them with your knite : but in the fmalleft: 
bits and duff gold, this method is not pradicable, though we have ,"1 tolerable way of 
dillinguilhing the coarfe from the fine ; which is done by putting it /ito a copper bafon, 
and winnowing it with the fingers, and blowing it very ftvongly j/by which means the 
falfe gold will ily away, and the true fall into and continue in the bafon : upon repeating 
this trial three or four times, the falfe is eafily feparated from the good. 

It affords us matter of diverfion to obferve, that moff of the raw inexpert people 
(efpecially fea-fariiig men) who come hither, always bring aqua-forti-; along with, them 
to prove gold ; but if thefe men remembered the common proverb, tlial iliere is no 
gold without drofs, they would foon grow weary of their weak proof, and follow the 
methods above-mentioned. 

The fign by which they pretend to diftinguifti the falfe from the true gohl is that 
after they have put it into a glafs or earthen vcffel, they pour aqua-l<'rtis epou ii ; 
which, if ‘it be falfe, difcovers it by its ebullition; and if mixed with falfe gold, by 
turning green. A iniferable trial indeed ! which they will foon be convinced of : for 
example, if they take the value of four pounds in gold, a feventh, eighth, or tenth 
part of which is falfe, and pour their aqua-fortis upon it, let them, 1 fay, obferve whe- 
ther their aqua-fortis doth not produce the fame effett, though in lei's degree, as it 
.would if the whole mafs were falfe ; for which reafon their proof is very uncertain, 
and the more^imprafticable, becaufe the operation is too tedious, and befidcs very pre- 
judicial to trade, to refufe the good gold on account of an eighth or tenth part being 
falfe. I can allure you, that the prefent times will not admit of fuch ufelefs nicenefs. 
Wherefore the mentioned proof, by winnowing with the copper bafon, being fufficient 
to defend us againft falfe gold, is much to be preferred before melting it with aqua- 
fortis, and being at the trouble of drying it again ; which the Negroes that have good 
gold would fcarce fuffer. 

Having treated of gold at large, 1 am now' obliged to fay fomething concerning the 
gold weights, which are either pounds, marks, ounces, or angels. In Europe, twenty 
angels make one ounce, though here but fixteen go to an ounce : here are alfo Pefoes 
and Bendoes; foe former of wliich contain four angels, and the latter two ounces ; as 
four Bendoes make one anark, and two marks one pound of gold, computed according 
to the common value, exadly fix hundred and fixty gilders ; though this at feveral 
times differs in proportiep, its w'orth dep^mding on its goodnefs, and its rifing and 
falling in Europe. Notwithftanding all this, we conftantly here reckon three marks of 
pure or good gold worth one thoufand gilders, and confequently judge of the other 
weights in the proportion which they bear to this quantity. We ufe here another kind 
of weights, which are a fort of beans, the lead of which are red, fpotted with black, 
and are called riairfbas ; twenty-four of them amounting to an angel, and each of them 
reckoned tw^ It'ver weights ; the white beans, with black fpots, or thofe entirely black, 
are heavier, and accounted four ftiver weights; thefe they ufually call Tacoes ; but' 
these are fome which weigh half or a whole gilder ; but thefe are not efteeraed certain 
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' ^ghts, but ufed ait fileafure, and often become ilftifements of fraud. Several Ifave 
believed thit the Negroes only ufed wooden weights, but it is a miftake, all of them 
having caft weights, either of copper or tin, which, though divided or adjufted in a 
-manner quite different to ours, yet upon reduftion agree exaftly with them. 

My thoughts being taken up in defcribing the weights, I forget to inform you how 
the gold is digged or found. I would refer to any intelligent metallift, whether a vafl* 
deal of ore muft not of neceflity be loft here, from which a great deal of gold might 
be feparated, tor want of Ikill in the metallic art ; and not only fo, but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure gold are left behind ; for the Negroes only ignorantly dig 
at random, wdthout the leaft Imowledge of the veins c ' the mine. And I doubt not, 
but if this country ^elonged to the'Europeans, they would foon find it to prodUtf iUUch 
richer treafures thSi the Negroes obtain from it; but it is not probable we fball ever 
poffefs that libc"ty he w'herefore we muft be content with being fo far mafters of it 
as we are at prcfent : hich, if very well and prudently managed, w'ould turn to a very 
great account, of which I wifh you no fmall fhare, and myfelf a long continuance of 
life to fpend in your fervice, &c. * 


LET'i'ER VII. — Containing a Computation bow much Gold fr annually exported from 
this Country ; to what Places it is tranfported ; and the Divifton of the Trade with 
the hiigrocs. —What Officers arc appointed in our Service ; and the Names of other 
Employments : together with a general Lift of the whole : and, laftly, by ilay of Con- 
clujion, a Defeription of the Government of the Coajl, and of the Council or AJentbly 
of Counfcltors. 

SiK, 

MY l;ift treated of the in-land countries from whence the gold was brought ; how it 
was digged ; its feveral forts ; the falfi gold, &c. To purfue our fubjeft yet farther, 
as I have told you whence it is brought, it is but necclfary I fhould inform you whither 
it is carried, and how much is yearly brought to the coaft. As f.)' the laft, I dare 
aflirm it as a real truth, that they not only can, but do yearly, in time of peace, de- 
liver the quantity of leven thoufand marks of gold. This is a large Aim ; but it is 
divided amongft fo many, each being fure to get fomc, that the whole is foon dif- 
pofed of. The moft jult calculation of the divifion that 1 can poflibly make, is as 
follows : viz. 

Marks, 

Our Weft India Company yearly exports 1 500 

The Englilli African Company - -- -- -- -i 200 

But this is to be imderftooc’ of fuch years in which the commerce of both 
Companies happens to be very brifk ; and I dc not believe our Company 
hath, for feveral years paft, carried oft' above the half of this quantity. f 

The Zealand interlopers are fure to carry oft' as much yearly as our Company : ' 

Namely, 1506 

The Englilh interlopers about 1090 

But the laft have, for two or three years paft, purfued this trade fo vigoroufly, 
that they have exported above twice that quantity. • 

The Brandenburghers and Danes, in time of peace, both together, abou\, 1000 
The Portuguefe and French together, at leaft, about - - - • . 800 
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I fay of teft atleafl: eight hundred marks, and it is really time ; for the Poitugnefe^ 
come on this coaft, on pretence of felling their American commodities, viz. Brazil 
tobaccoj brandy, and rum, and are beudes as richly laden as the interlopers them* 
felves, which is not to be wondered at ; for they buy their lading, take their men ott 
board, and fit out their fhips in Holland : nay, to be fliort, they are frequently fitted 
. out at the expence of Dutch merchants, wherein the Jews have no fmall hand, they 
knowing how to obtain a Portuguefe pafs : and thefe (hips, when they come here to 
this coaft, pafs for downright l^ortuguefe. How uneafy this muft needs be to an honeft 
officer in the Company’s fervice you may eafily imagine, when a fa'£tor, who com- 
mands one of our forts, fhall receive certain advice, that feveral of the Negroe mer- 
chants are coming down, well-ftored with gold, in order to lay jr out with him, and 
that ere he arrives, is met by a Portuguefe or interloper ; “Vhc, by/felling cheap, fweeps 
a great part, if not all their gold, whilft we fit ftill with our goods on our hands, as if 
they were vifited by the plague. 1 do not tell you more than I have, to my forrow, 
experienced. 

Thus I have made a rough calculaffon of the quantity of gold, which thofe who 
underfland ti»e affairs of the coaft will, I doubt not, be pleafed with ; but thofe un- 
acquainted with this trade, may, perhaps, think I have computed wrong : if I happen 
to fee thefe gentlemen, I fhall civilly dcfire them to correft my computation ; which no 
one having yet attentpted, it is imparted to you for your fatisfadihn, and to the beft of 
my knowledge as near the truth as I could bring if. 

According to our reckoning then, there is brought hither and carried off exaftly 
twenty three tun of gold, reckoning three marks to one thoufand gilders. But, as I 
told you, above, all, this account fuppofeth a profperous time when the paffes are all 
open,^and the merchants can pafs fafe and uninterrupted ; but when the Negroes are 
at war with one another, I do not believe that half this quantity is fhipped off j and of 

} his fmall quantity the interlopers know very well how to come by their fhare. And 
uppofing our Company hath one fifth of the w'holc, yet when trade is low they cannot 
‘get by it, but muft make up the deficiency by trading to other coafts : but I hope, ere 
long, a way will be difeovered of profpcroufly advancit Jj; our trade here, to the dif- 
advantage of the interlopers, which I cannot think very difficult ; it confifting only in 
fixing a good government on the coaft, and taking care in Holland that their (hips be 
laden with good commodities, and proper for this place. However, I defire you would 
not from hence expefk a particular of what merchandizes are mod vendable here ; or 
that I (bould acquaint you with the (late of trade here ; that would be utterly incom- 
patible with the faithful fervice I owe our Company, I not knowing whether this Letter, 
by fome unaccountable mifearriage, may not light into the hands of the interlopers, 
who know veryVell how to ufe it to their advantage : and indeed they fufficiently rob 
the Company of the right which the Hates have given them on this coaft ; fo that none 
of us ought to help them to further opportunities. Wherefore be pleafed to fatisfy 
yourfelf with an account in general, that tp trade on this coaft, about a hundred and 
fifty feveral forts of commodities are neceffary. 

In my third letter you have been informed that the caftle of St. George d*£lmina is 
our chief place on this coaft, and that the general, principal governor, chief fador, 
and chief fifeal refide there ; before this caftle alfo do all our (hips which come from 
Eurf pe caft anchor and unlade ; and we have accordingly very fine warehoufes fitted 
for their re^ptiun. This great ftorehoufe is entrufted to the charge of our chief 
iador, and lometimes worth a very confiderable fum ; and from hence all our other 
forts are fuppUed with their defired commodities. I would not have you conceive that 
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we fet up a marftet with our wares, fend any of diem to be fold without our forts : 
no, that is not our bufinefs ; but the Negroes come daily to our caftle, or fort, with 
their gold ; for ^hich, after it is weighed, effayed and purified, they receive our com- 
modities ; none of which ever go out of our warehoufes before they are paid for, and 
if the faftor will give any credit, it is on his own account, and he is confequently 
liable for the value to the Company, that they may not thereby fuffer ; nor can he 
charge the prefents made to the Negro merchtint to their accompt : but they, indeed, 
fuperadd a certain, advance to all their factors ; from which they are not only enabled 
to make prefents to the Negroes, but may be befides onfiderable annual gainers 
thereby, and this is ‘done to encourage them to the more diligent fervice. Befidfi'. die 
Negroes having neith^ carts, \yaggons, horfes, nor any other way to carry the bought 
commodities to their r i-land dwellings than by men, for about two or three hundred 
pounds value in Iron, Cv'ioper, or tin, have occafion for the affiftance of fifty men : now 
whether there be not a»i advantage to be made of this by our men I leave you to 
judge, though the money got thereby is hardly enough earned, they being obliged 
for it to climb over hills and pafs very bad ways. I'hofe who come from the inward 
part of the country to traffic with us are chiefly flaves : one of which, on whom the 
mafter repofes the greateft trull, is appointed the chief of this caravan : but when he 
comes to us, he is not treated as a Have, but as a very great merchant, whom we take 
all poffible care to oblige, as very well knowing that he being a peculiar favourite of 
his mafter, may at pleafure go to the Englilh, Danes, and Brandenburghers, ^as well 
as come to us ; for which reafon we pay him double the refpefl we fhould give his 
mafter. 

Having heard what Negro chapmen we have to deal with, now let us confider ^^hat 
officers and fervants are by the Company appointed on the other fide ; and how many 
degrees of riling we have on the coaft. I flatter myfelf that this will not prove dif- 
agreeable to you, becaufe it will afford i. profpeft of what preferment your nephew 
may arrive to if he deport himfelf well. 

Firft of all, here are the foldiers with their commanders ; out of which formerly the 
bell qualified for merchandize and the pen were chofen to ferve the Company as 
affiftants ; by which means one with whom you and 1 are very well acquainted, hath 
found opportunity to advance himfelf to almoft the highell poll here. But for ten or 
eleven years lall pall this hath not happened ; becaufe the gentlemen of the Com- 
pany finding that not only thofe qualified, but fuch as were utterly incapable and idle 
drunkards, were promoted, have ordered for the future no foldiers fhould be preferred 
to the affiftants places j they may become corporals, ferjeants, or officers, and Hand 
fair for all offices ainongft the train of workmen or in the fea-fervice ; bot an affiftant 
may, in procefs of time, be promoted to, the government of the whole coaft. 

The office of affiftant is the loweft among thofe concerned in trade or writing ; the 
falary appointed for this fervice is fixteen guilders per month, and twenty guilders more 
for board-wages : his firft Ilep to preferment ‘‘is that of under-commilTary or under- 
faftor, with a falary of twenty-four guilders per month. By thefe fub-fa£lors moil of 
the gold is received ; for which they are accountable to the fador, or chief ftidor, or 
him to whom the trade of the place is entrufted in chief, who is alfo accountable to the 
Company ; ^e general accompts of the whole coaft being kept at ElmTtia, where there 
is alfo a warehoufe-keeper, who hath all moill goods, as wine, beer, and brandy, &c. 
all edibles, as flefh, peafe, beans, oats, &c. under his keeping, and is entruaed with 
the fale^ of them : fo that when a chief-fador or fador obferves that his fub-fador or 
warehoufe-keeper is inclined to extravagance, he is obliged to watch him very 
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narrowly ; for all that the Compimy fuffer by him, the faftor is obliged to make good j 
of which in lefs than four years paft we have a frem example, that one of my brethren, 
not unknown to you, in fuch a cafe was obliged to make good about feven or eig|it 
hundred pounds, which he had not in the lean fquandered. Thus a fador who hath 
fuch fort of men under him ought to look after them very carefully, or he may be ruined 
at once : it is true, indeed, that he hath his remedy againft the guilty perfon ; but 
what can that avail if he hath neither effeds or money ; which it rarely happens that 
any of thefe men have, for I do not believe that thofe who can livi' .on their means in 
Holland will ever come to fuch a country as this ; nor is it very probable that their 
liiends in Europe will make fatisfadion for their follies : fo that the fador’s laft refuge 
is to bring the offender to condign corporal punffhmeiy:, which/' will not in the leaft 
contribute to his re-imburferaent. Wherefore, as I faid before, nis beft way is to look 
clofe after them, and ffop them in the beginning of their extravagancies. 

Out of the above-mentioned undcr-commiflarics, the oldeff in fervice, or the beft. 
qualified, are chofen commiflaries or fadors to refide at and command our out-forts, 
and take care of the trade there ; with a falary of thirty-fix guilders, befides an 
allowance of ten guilders for a fervant or two, and twenty guilders board-wages per 
month, befides the certain before-mentioned advance on the trade. 

The oldeff; and moff experienced of thefe fadors is promoted to Mouree and Cor- 
mantyn, his falary being raifed to eighty guilders per month ; fuppofing that upon 
being chofen by the council here, he be confirmed by the Company : who, not with- 
out good reafon, have retained the fupplying thefe important poffs to themfelves ; as 
they have alfo that of the chief fador of Elmina, or the fecond perfon upon the coaff, who 
hath a falary of one hundred guilders per month. Thefe chief fadors have alfo the fame 
advclnce on merchandizes and board-wages, as the other fadors ; befides which the 
fecond perfon hath ten guilders per month allowed for a fervant, and the general’s or 
governor-general’s table is at his fervice. The choice or confirmation of thefe chief 
fadors bciftg referved to the Company, that upon the death of the governor, or fecond 
perfon, they qiay have others ready, of whole fidelity they are very well fatisfied, to 
fupply their places; and the chief fador of Elmina having fatisfadorily difeharged 
that office three years, he may, if favoured by fortune, happen to be advanced (if 
it falls vacant) to the higheff poll of governor-general, who is entruffed with the Com- 
pany’s authority over the whole coaff ; of which he is diredor-general, W'ith a falary 
of three hundred guilders per month, and a large perquifite advantage in whatever js 
traded on account of the Company on the whole coaff : fo that when commerce is in a 
ffouriihing condition here, his poft is very advantageous. 

Till within -thefe two luff } ears, the chief fadors of Mouree and Cormantyn had alfo 
the advantage of the Have trade of Rda and Ardra, which turned to fome account, and 
was indeed more advantageous to them than the gold trade ; the commerce there being 
at fo low an ebb, that without the mentioned flave-traffic they could not live up to the 
port which the dignity of their poffs reqflired, without fuffering by it. But fince fome 
ill-meaning men have prepolfeired the diredors of the Company in prejudice of them, by 
ur^ng that by this means they became too rich ; for which reafon they have thought 
fit to entruff the flave-trade to the maffers of the Ihips which they fend hither : the 
confequence of wiiich time will difeover ; but for my part I do not exped tl^y will find 
it conduce much to their intereff, for the commanders ofc Ihips, though very expert 
in all fea/ifidirs, yet being unacquainted with the Negroes, will not be able to'fucceed 
very well : befides that fome of them are of fuch a boorilh nature, that they hardly 
know how to preferve the honour of the Company amongff the Negroes. I would not ■ 
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•there be underftood to fpeak of them all, for there are feveral men of very good parts 
araongft them ; but the diflFerence occafioned by this new prance will clearly appear 
with refped to the other Europeans trading hither ; and I cannot believe it will turrf 
to the advantage of the Company. But of this enough : befides the officers employed 
in the trade on this coaft, there are the following offices : 

Firft, the chief fifcal, whofe falary is fifty guilders, and ten guilders per month for a 
fervant, befides the liberty of the general’s table. Though the fifcal’s falary feems 
very'fmall, yet his perquifite profits, if he is diligent, arc very large; for all the gold 
or commodities unlawfully traded for on the coalt is forfc t ; of which his fhare is one 
third part, whethei‘.the goods In queftion belong to Europeans or Negroes ; befides 
a third part of the fiqes fet upon the latter, and the forfeiture of wages inflicled on any 
offending officers or forvants by the governor and council : all which put together 
amount to a cc-afiderable fum. Next the fifcal, the book-keeper-general takes place, 
whofe province is to kev p the great books, and the counter-parts of the accounts of all 
our forts or lodgi/s on the coaft ; or in ftior*, to take care of all the Company’s 
accompts in this country : his latary is fcventy guilders, befides ten guilders per month 
for his I'ervants, and for a free table is allowed twenty-five guilders more. He is gene- 
rally allifted by an uudor-book-keeper, whofe falary is thirty guilders per month, and 
two affillants. N-xt him is the book-keeper or accomptant of the garrifon, whofe title 
fufficiently explains his office, and his falary, equal to a fub-faftor’s, is twenty-four 
guilders, though fadtors have thirty-fix guilders ; fo to make amends he hath the 
power cf felling by audion the eff'eds of all perfons who die upon the coaft, for which 
he is allowed five per cent, ad valorem ; he is alfo commonly helped by an affiftant. 
Sometimes here is alfo a fecretary, whofe lalary is fifty guilders per month, and under 
him he hath tlyee or four afliftants, but in my time we contented ourfelves with an 
under-fecretary, and the above-mentioned number of afliftants. 

The laft and moft contemptible office is that of under-fifcal, commonly called by us * 
auditor, though in his walks, informer, as he really is no better ; his falai y is twenty 
guilders per month, and to his fhare falls alfo a tenth of all forfeitures ; his perfon is 
had in utmoft contempt by all, yet to honour him as much as poffible he takes place 
of all the fub-fadors, as the fifcal (who alfo is not the more loved on account of his 
office) doth of all the chief-fadors, nay, even the fecond perfon on the coaft, though 
by the governor’s leave that place not only belongs to the chief-fador of Elmina, but 
t^thofe of Mouree and’Connantyn. 

Having run through our temporal ftate, we now come to our fpiritual preferments, 
which are but two, the firft a minifter, with a falary of one hundred, the fecond a 
clerk, with that of twenty guilders per month, befides which, the firft hath ten guilders 
per month allowed for a fervant, and a place at the governor’s table. What do you 
think, fir, do not we pay our clergyman pretty well ? I will affure you if you think we 
live licentious lives, you are in the wrong, for we are very religious ; we are obliged to 
go to church every day, on forfeiture of tw<mty-five ftivers, except on Sundays and 
Thurfdays, when the forfeiture for omiflion is doubled. But I know you will reply, 
this is a forced fervice of God, and confequently not always accompanied with the 
moft fincere intentions ; and to confefs the truth it is not much better, for were not 
the reftraint laid upon us, fome would rather pay a vifit elfe where than to the church. 

Thefe bang all the officers and fervants we have on the Coaft, befides workmen or 
labourers and foldiers, they are commonly ranked as follows ; \ 

The direftor-general : — The preacher always next the director ; — The fifcal : ~ 
■The cI)ief-fa£for ; — Two or three chief-faftors befides. 
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Seven or eight feftors: — Nine or ten fub-feftors : — Eighteen or twenty aflif^ 
tants : — (The number of thefe varies daily, fo that there are fometimes more, and 
Teveral times kfs of each.) 

A Warehoufe-keeper : — Acconiptant or book-keeper-general' : -- Under-book- 
keeper : — Accomptant or book-keeper to the garrifon : — Clerk of the Church : — 
An auditor or informer. 

There not being in all upon the whole coaft fixty perfons, one third of which are 
afliftmts, you may eafily conclude that any perfon who comes hithec in the faid affif- 
tanant’s place, and behaves himfelf well, upon the death of fome of his luperiors, 
cannot mifs being preferred to a good poft ; but how the greateft part behave them- 
felves, and what fort of lives they lead, will perhaps be^more proper for another place. 
And therefore to conclude this letter, I lhall only inform you how, and by whom this 
coaft is governed. 

The government or direftion of the coaft is principally vefted in the diredfor-general 
as the fupreme ruler, from whom all governors of the out-forts receive their commands, 
and fubordinate to whom they are obliged to aft, they not being empowered to tranfaft 
any important affairs without his knowledge and entire confent ; but difficult affairs, 
or thofe of greater importance, are cognizable to, and ought to be laid before 
the affembly of counfellors, or council compofed of the direftor-general ; the fifeal, 
in other things befides criminal cafes ; the chief-faftors ; the enfign or banner- 
bearer, and fometimes the accomptant-general, who jointly make up the council : to 
which are added the faftors of the out-forts as occafional or extraordinary counfellors. 
In this council every member is freely permitted to offer his thoughts on what is in 
debate ; but a wary man will be apt to obferve which fide the governor is inclined to, 
and not eafily be perfuaded to thwart him, whatever he thinks, left he fhould fall 
under his difpleafure : this was fo well obferved during my ftay here,- that 1 believe 
there were very few refolutions of the counctl, which were contrary to the governor’s 
opinion : 'k is no very hard matter to believe this, fince iome refpeft is due to him, 
and befides, many have found their accompt by this fort of compliance, not thinking 
themfelves obliged to enquire whether it agreed with the interelt of the Company or 
not ; it was fufficient that they ferved themfelves ; the ffiirt being nearer than the coat 
(according to the proverb), they could not fee any great harm in it. But though this 
is their opinion, 1 have always had other fentiments, though have been fometimes 
reftrained from expreffmg them for reafons which I ffiall hereafter give you. 1 haye 
often fmiled at the glittering title of the “ Council of the North and South Coaft of 
Africa,” which you and others frequently give us, efpecially when I confider that we 
are nothing kfs, and though we have all the name have none of the power. I doubt 
not but you and moft in Europe take us for a regular and well-managed council, and 
that nothing is tranfafted without our confent. Alas ! my good friend, how are you 
miftaken ! but if you would be informed how far the name and real thing agree, it is 
neceffary you be firft informed that a dirt;ftor-general is a perfon who governs all others 
from the higheft to the loweft on the coaft with an arbitrary power ; who may at plea- 
fure oblige his inferiors to fubmit to his will, contrary to all reafon : and to go yet 
farther, he can difeharge them their offices and fend them off the coaft, without giving 
the leaft reafon ftjr fo doing. Such a direftor as I have deferibed, coming into the 
council, and firmly refolved to carry the thing to be debated ; I would fain know who 
dare tak^the liberty to oppofe him, knowing how dear it may coft him, unlefs he be 
backed by others, which he hath no great reafon to expeft: : wherefore evej^ man 
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rather choofeth to cBinpIy with a yea brother, than by contradiiting the governor, to 
incur his difpleafure, and do the Company no manner of fervice. 

But if you a(k me why a direftor, refolved to take no advice, but abfoJutely follow 
his own inclinations, doth ever fummon a council ; I anfwer, firft, that the direftors 
of the Company may be informed that he did fo, not knowing the ufe he made of 
that affembly. Secondly, when offenders are to be puniflied with capital or corporeal* 
punifhments ; that not being otherwife to be done than in form of law. And thirdly, 
for the governipent of the coaft, which is refolved and fettled in the council, and left 
when any thing happens wrong the governor fliould want an excufe, he now being able 
confidently to alledge that ho aftcd by the advice of t le whole council, by whom it 
was alfo fo refolved^ though their real opinions were at the fame time as different from 
their fuifrages ac eal^ and well. 

In Ihort, the council is of no other real ufe than to participate of the governor’s 
faults, and to fhelter liin from being anfwerahle for them. Thus it clearly appears 
that it is impoflible for the Company’s affairs to fucceed under an an ill governor : 
wherefore, for the intereft of the Company, 1 hope that its diredlors will for the future 
diminifh the governor’s power, charging him exprefsly to regulate himfelf more by the 
advice of the council ; which, when ihedireflors pleafe to do, I cannot doubt of feeing 
a more regular government on the coaft, and all affairs managed with more juftice and 
difcretion. 

Now you arejuftly informed of the nature of our council, would you defire to be a 
member ? 1 believe not ; and for my part I affure you, that I would rather quit the 
honour to obtain a liberty of being in reality a counfellor, inftead of bearing the name 
only. Yours, &*c. 


LETTER VIII. — The Infalubrity of fhe Coaji^ the Author's Opinion from whence ii 
proceeds . — The Difference betwixt the prefent and former Seafons.-— ^ome Inffances 
of violent Thunders., and the Damage occqfioned by them. 

Sir, 

YESTERDAY I fealed my laft to you, on fufpicion that the fhip would fail laft 
night : but they being ftaid by an unavoidable obftacle one day longer, and I at pre- 
fent at leifure, I have dedicated this day to your fervice in commuting the following 
lines to paper, which pleafe to honour with your perufal. 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is fituate about the fifth degree of nothern latitude, from 
which you may eafily infer that we live in a fcorching air, though not fo bad as is 
reported : for it is become too cuftomary for men in their relations rather to add than 
to diminilh. Several who have lived fome years here with me, muft own, as well as I, 
that in the months Oftober, November, December, January, February and March, 
the heat is very violent here, but it is not hot in the fix remaining months, but that 
it can be eafily borne without the leaft inconvenience : I have known the time when we 
could as well have endured a fire, if we had not been afhamed, as in Europe about 
September ; befides, the whole year is here refreftied with cool evenings, fo that he 
that hath lived here ten years, and confequently his body become opener than in Hol- 
land, will not be apt to complain very much of the heat. 

The unwholefomenefs of this coaft, in my opinion, feems chiefly owing to the heat 
of the day, and coolnefs of the night } which hidden change I am induct to believe 
occaflons feveral contrary effe&s in our bodies, efpecially in thofe who are not accuf- 
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tomed to bear more heat than cold, by too haftily throwing oil’^eir cloaths to cool 
too faft. 

’ The fecond and greateft caufe which I can find is', that the Gold Coaft, from one end 
to the other, fo greatly abounds with high mountains, in the valleys betwixt which, 
every morning, a thick, ftinking, and fulphurous damp or mill rifeth, efpecially near 
•rivers or watry places ; which mill fo fpreads itfelf, and falls fo thick on the earth, that 
it is almoft impoffible to efcape the infeftion while we are falling, and our bodies more 
fufceptible of it than the natives. This fog happeneth moll frequently in the ill feafon 
of the fix months, which we here call winter, but more efpecially in July and Augull ; 
wherefore we are more feized with ficknefs in that time than in the good fealbn, or 
fummer. The llcnch of this unwholefome mill is very much augmented by the 
Negroes’ pernicious cullom of laying their filh, for five or fix days, to putrify before 
they eat it ; and their eafing their bodies round their houfes, and all over tlieir towns ; 
and if this odious mixture of noifome flenches very much affects the Hate of health 
here, it is not to be wondered, fince it is next to impollibilitv, not only tor new comers, 
but thofe who have long continued here, to prcferve themlelves entirely frf)m its ntaligu 
effe£ts. The great difference betwixt the European air and this, is lo obfeivable, that 
few come hither who arc not at firll feized by a fickntfs which can ies off a great 
many, and that chiefly becaufe we are fo wretchedly unprovided with what Ihould com- 
fort and nourilh thefe poor men ; for we have no help to have recourfe to but corrupted 
medicines, and unlkilful phyficians, they being only ignorant haibers, who bring 
feveral into the utmoll danger of their lives ; whereas, nature is Urong enough, by the 
allillance of good nourilliing diet and refloratives, it might probably recover the pa- 
tient. But, alas ! how Ihould he be able to get them ? For our medicines, as I have 
before told you, are moll of them fpoiled ; and for food, what is here to be gotten for 
the cotnmon people, befides filh and a dry lean lien ? And, indeed, were he able to 
pay for better, here is nothing proper for a wealf llomach ; for all the oxen or cows, 
Iheep and h^ns, are dry, lean, and tough : fo that a found man, not to mention an 
■“infirm one, hath enough to do to eat them. So that the bell, befide proper phyfic, 
that the poor lick can get here, are culinary vegetables and fpoon-incats j the direftor 
and the chief faftor are abundantly furnilhed with the former, but they arc not in 
every-body’s reach. 

There are feveral who would fain perfuade us, that our men’s ficknefs here is owing 
to their own mifniunagement ; urging that they might very eafily prevent it by a regu- 
lar life, and carefully avoiding all exceffes in eating and drinking ; but experience con- 
vinces us of their millake, for wc daily fee the moll temperate and regular men feized 
with dangerous and too often mortal difeafes. 

But it is indeed to be owned, that fomc people here occafion their own ficknefs, 
though that cannot be faid of all. If thefe men were more careful of their healths, 
it is more than probable that fo many w'ould not ficken and die here yearly as now do ; 
but thefe ralh and inconfiderate wixlches 510 fooner receive their pay, than (if not al- 
ready indebted that fum) they lavilh if uut in palm-wine and brandy ; both which, 
taken in excefs, are very pernicious : which is not the only inconvenience, for l^end- 
ing their money thus idly, they do not allow themfclves fulficient to buy neceffary 
food j the defeat of which they are then forced to fupply with bread, oil, and fait, or 
at bell wfith a little filh ; fo that it is hardly to be expefted that thefe men Ihould be 
healthful. This is the common courfe of life which the ordinary people here lead ; 
and it were('to be wilhed that their example was not followed by their fuperiors ; ex- 
ceilire drinJung being here too much in vogue j and the larger their lmaryis,*the 
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greater their thirlt tE^Jears to be, and confequently the lefs regard had to the kitchen. 
Some are alfo very lucky if their pay be not attached, and they entered into bonds as 
deep as their prefent and future falary will fatisfy ; or what is worfe yet beyond all this, 
in hopes only that their relations will fatisfy it : all which eats like a canker j and yet 
they are by ufe fo bigotted to drinking, that it would be hnpolfiblc to keep them from' 
it by blows : and to make the quicker work, they are as zealous votaries to Venus as 
to Bacchus, and fo wafte the fmall portion of flrength left them from tippling and the 
ill air, and then adieu health, and foon after life itfelf. But it is, indeed, convenient 
it fhould be fo j another want'' his place. If men lived here as long as in Europe, it 
would be lefs worth while to come hither, and a man would be obliged to wait too 
long before he got g good poll, without which nobody will eafdy return icn from 
Guinea, the chief p rlbns there being the only people who can lay up any thing, and 
they not near To much as is reported of them. However the money we get here is 
indeed hardly enough icquired : if you confidci we flake our bell pledge, that is, our 
lives, in order to it. 

But to return to the unhealthfulnefs of this country ; — Some here diflinguifh be- 
twixt one place and another, and I am fomewhat inclined to their opinion : if they 
choofe thofe places where the wind blows continually and very frefh, and where the 
Negroes occafion the lead flench, they are undoubtedly the moll healthful ; and as 
fuch, 1 fhould prefer Boutry and Zacondee in the firfl place. 

How unwholefome foever this country is, yet we find very few of the natives ailli£led 
with any diftemper ; which yet is not much to be wondered at, fince their bfeing 
born in this air, and bred up in the flench, are not liable to be infedled with the one 
or the other. 'I’he national difeafes here are the fmall-pox and’ worms ; by the former 
of which, in thefc thirteen or fourteen years time, thoufands of men have been fwept 
away ; and with the latter, they are miferably afflicled in all paits of their bodies, but 
chiefly in their legs, which occafions a grievous pain, which they are forced to bear’ 
till they can get the worm quite out, that being fometimes a month. The manner 
which the artills take to get it out is this : as foon as the worm is bioken thi-ough the 
tumour, his head commonly firfl making its way, after they have drawn it out a little 
way, they make it fall to a flick, about which they every day wind a fmall part of it, 
till continuing this tedioufe method they have entirely wound out the whole, and the 
patient is freed from his pain. But if the worm happens to break, they are put to a 
double torture, the remainder part of the worm either rotting in the body, or breaking 
out at fome other place. I’he Negroes are mofl afilifted with theft worms; but 
though the Europeans are but feldom troubled with them, yet they do not efcape them 
entirely. I have fecn foine Negroes who had nine or ten of them at once, with which 
they were inexprelTibly tormented. This worm-difeafe is frequent all the coaft over ; 
but our men arc mofl tormented wdth it at Cormantyn and Apain, which perhaps may 
be occafioned by the foul water which they are obliged to drink there. If you 
would know the length of thefe worms, hfonfieur Foequenbrog obligeth you with a 
pathetical defeription, by which you are informed that they are fome of them an ell 
long, and fome as long as pikes, and have not the patience to flay till the man is dead, 
but feize him alive. 

In the country of Ante feveral Negroes are afflifted with ra\tncvs appetites, which 
is thought to proceed from their drinking a fort of palm-wine called Crifia. 

The natives are very much to be pitied, that being fhot, cut, or otherwTe wounded 
in their wars, they neither know nor have any other way of cure than by gieen plants, 
whidh they boil in water and foment the part with that decoction, which proves effe^hial 
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in fome cafes ; diefe vegetables being endowed with a wonderful^Riative virtue. But 
, others either not knowing the fimples, or being ignorant how to prepare them aright, 
apply thdtr fomentations in vain : whilft the wound gangrenes, and at heft turns to a 
running, which continues the whole life. Thofe feized by the venereal diftemper are 
alfo incurable, except they happening to be near our fort fall into our barbers’ hands ; 
who, for a good large fum of money, cure them. 

Befides the above-mentioned diflempers, moft of the Negroes live healthful lives, but 
feldom arrive to a great age : the rcafon of which, owing to my ignorance, I dare not 
pretend to aflign. It is obfervable that there are feveral grey-headed people, who look 
as if they were old, but indeed are not fo ; this, perhaps, may be owing to their too 
early and exceffive venery, by which they fo enfeeble themfelvcs, , that a man of fifty 
fa good old age here), feized by any ficknefs, generally'leaves this world. Nature’s 
dictates are very early underftood here ; and children of eight or nine years know very 
well how the world is propagated, and before twelve they generally reduce their know- 
ledge into praftice : fo that it is next to an impoffibility to meet with a maid at nrarriage- 
able years. The inhabitants for that reafon, to fecure a maidenhead, marry young, 
and perhaps then have it juft as fecure as a handful of flies ; for the young children 
hearing daily fuch difeourfe as is not very proper for their ears, and which is the com- 
mon converfation of the Negroes, feldom have patience till they come to years of 
maturity. 

It will not be labour loft to fay fomething concerning the winter and fummer, or the 
good and bad time, as it is called here ; and the great alteration of weather, w'hich I 
have obferved here in the fpace of ten years. The fummer is accounted to begin with 
September, and continue the five fubfequent months, and the wdnter takes up the re- 
maining fix months in the year, and is fub-divided into two rainy, two mifty, and two 
windy months : but the feafon alters fo much from year to year that we have in a 
manner left off reckoning them ; the fummer oomes fometimes a whole month earlier 
one year than another, and the fame is alfo obferved of the mift and rain. In fliort, 
they come fo confufed and uncertain, that it is impoffible to make any calculation of 
them. 

Formerly, when I firft came to the coaft, fummer and winter fucceeded alternately, 
exaftly at a certain time, and the latter was much feverer than at prefent. The rains 
were lb violent, continuing for feveral days fucceffivcly as if the country were to be 
drowned, and we expefted a fecond deluge ; but at prefent are not either fo violent 
or fo frequent. Axim, which is but twenty miles from Klmina, is generally more 
moiftened with rains than any place upon the whole coaft : and I did not a little 
wonder when I ^as firft placed there, that the rains continued fo long ; for afking one 
of our military officers how long it commonly lafted, he told me above eleven months 
and twenty-eight days in a year, and confequently every leap-year was bleffed with one 
whole day of fair weather : but though the officer ftretched a little, yet it is undeniably 
true, that it rains here at leaft half the year ; for which reafon only rice and trees can 
grow, the other fruits being deftroyed by too much wet. 

It is furprizing to obferve that the ftorms or travadoes, as they are here called, are 
in a few years fo very much leflened ; and fince I am to fpeak of the winds and thun- 
der here, I lhall firft take imtice how violent the wind ufed to blow here. You may 
be informed by Monfieur Foequenbrog, that when he was here, fuch a great and 
fudden ftorm arofe, that the fhips at fea durft not fail with full fail, for fear of being 
overturned 'or fpUt againft the rocks or fhores : but at prefent here is not the leaft 
reaiwi to be a&ald j for though we are fometimes attacked by violent travadoes*, or 
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ftorms of thundefi[|||htmng, and wind, yet they do not come upon us dther fo fud- 
denly or forcibly as to occafion any very remarkable damage. 

In fome old papers of the direftor Valkenburg concerning the coaft, I <^ound that at 
Elmina, in the year 1651, there was fuch a terrible thunder, which fo affrighted every 
body that they thought the world was at an end : the gold and filver was melted in the 
bags, which remained untouched ; and their fwords broken in the fcabbards, without ' 
the latter being perceivably finged, as well as feveral ftrange accidents which then 
happened : but the paper bf ing worm-eaten I could not diftinftly read it, only 1 per- 
ceived that they were in difmal apprehenfions for their gunpowder, the thunder feem- 
ing moft violent where that was. 

About 1691, when I was at Boutry, there was Aich a fierce and boifteroui ftorm 
in the country of Ante, that hundreds or rather thoufands of trees were either thrown 
down to the grourid, or blaffed by lightning. The flake which fupported our flag 
was fhattered into fpinters from top to bottom, and yet remained {landing, but fo tom 
afunder, as if one or two hundred chiffels had been driven into it in order to fplit it. 
The Negroes, in the fame terrified condition with us, being of opinion that the force 
of the thunder is contained in a certain ftone, after the llorm was over, brought one, 
which they ridiculoufly believed had fo fhattered our flag-pole : but no wonder they 
were of that opinion, for in Europe, where we think we are better informed, feveral 
people do not much differ from them. But what 1 have obferved of the effeds of 
thunder, is fufficient to convince me that it is impoffible they fhould be caufed by a 
flone ; nor is there any natural reafon for it, and with fupernatural things I have 
nothing to do, but had father believe it the effefts of a violent compreffion of air ; but 
the manner of its operation I leave the naturalifls to determine. 

Not long after, a like accident happened to one of our Ihips cruizing before Aidm, 
very much injuring its main-mafl and boltfprit. 

In 1693 or 1694, the thunder broke ,all the drinking-glaffes of the faftor’s chamber^ 
and raifed up his child with the bed utider it ; both which it threw fome^feet diflant, 
without the leall hurt done. What do you think, fir ? was it poflih! ' for a flone to do 
this ? I believe not. 

Not long after this, the Englifh fort at Acra was fo roughly handled by the thunder, 
that its walls were left fhattered with holes even to the'powder-room, and fome pewter* 
jMjrrengers were melted into a lump ; it is eafy to imagine with what terror they were 
flruck when they found it come fo near their powder. 

When I had the government of Mouree, one of the turrets was rent feveral feet by a 
clap of thunder ; and my conflable being lodged there, affirmed in the morning he 
had received a violent fhock on his arm without any farther injury : ljo%vever, I was 
in great danger ; for having the day before removed my powder, 1 had caufed two or 
three thoufand pounds of it to be brought into the garret, where it lay when the florm 
began ; but I could not be eafy till it was carried to a fafer place, however before that 
could be done I was in no fmall confufion. 

From what I have related, you may colle^l what fort of weather we were formerly 
accuflomed to ; which fo feldoin happens at prefent, that in the fpace of three or four 
years we have not obferved any thing extraordinary of that nature to happen. 

The difference betwixt the heat and cold formerly and at^refent,,is alfo very great; 
for the heat has been here fo cxceffive in fummer-time, that we feemed to have dog- 
days as well as in Europe ; but now it is become more moderate and fuppoi:table : the 
cold was alfo then fo fierce in the nights, that we were perfuaded it froze, anV, in reality 
we were not much in the wrong, for the earth, which ufually is very moifl by reafon 
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of the dew, was on the contrary dry and appeared whitifh. SoQp| i#f njy predeceflbrs 
affirmed, that coming into their accompting-houfe in the morning, they found dieir 
ink frozen : the truth of which I will not determine, but only hand it to you as I re^ 
ceived it. 

But this I allure you, that we have felt nights fo cold about September, that they 
. made us fhake, as I told you before. The prefent winters are indeed cold, but not fo 
fevere as formerly, though they continue longer ; for we have two thirds, or at leaft 
half of (he year winter ; which while I am writing I believe you begin to think of, and 
1 wilh it may happen to you in due feafon, and be fo mild as not to give you the leaft 
unea/inefs, but afford you as much pleafure as is poffible to be wilhed by. Yours, &c. 

LETTER IX. — Of the natural Difpojition and Mannefs of the Negroes on the Gold 
Coaji ; that they arc very fraudulent and crafty^ idlc^ and earelefs : — Of their 
Clothing, Education of Children, and Compliments : — Their courteous Reception tf 
Vifitants ; and their Manner of vifiting amongjl the great Men : — Of their manual 
Arts ; Navigation, Fijhing, and Agriculture : — The Difference of Languages on the 
Gold Coaji : — Their Nobility ; how many Degrees of Preference amongji them .* — 
Their carelej's ill-contrived way of Building, and making their Roads : — Their mufical 
Injlruments : — They have no Beggars amongjl them, only thofe Jhamelefs ones who do 
not want. — A Defer ipt ion of thcMulattocs. 

Sir, . 

Yours of the 24 th, reached me in very good time. But my prefent intended 
fubjed is likely fo to over-charge this, that for want of room I Ihall be obliged to defer 
anfwering yours till the next opportunity, when 1 promife not to fail. 

I defign to treat of the natural temper of the natives ; and if this letter doth not fwell 
to an unufual bulk, I Ihall be at a lofs to do juftice to my fubjeft : wherefore I muft beg 
your excufe for crowding fo many things into ohe letter fo immethodically, for you are 
prefented wi^ them as they occur to me ; and fo, fir, be pleafed to accept them. 

To begin. The Negroes are all without exception, crafty, villainous and fraudu* 
lent, and very feldom to be trufted, being fure to flip no opportunity of cheating an 
European, nor indeed one another. A man of integrity is as rare among them as a 
white falcon, and their fidelity feldom extends farther than to their mailers : and it 
would be very furprifing, if, upon a ferutiny into their lives, we Ihould find any of them 
whofe perverfe nature would not break out fometimes, for they indeed feem to be born 
and bred villains ; all forts of bafenefs having got luch fure footing in them, that it is 
impoffible to lie concealed, and herein they agree very well with what authors tell us 
of the Mufeovites. Thefe degenerate vices are accompanied with their fillers, floth 
and idlenefs, to w'hich they are fo prone that nothing but the utmoft necelfity can force 
them to labour : they are befides fo incredibly earelefs and ftupid, and are fo little 
concerned at their misfortunes, that it is hardly to be obferved by any change in them 
whether they have met with any good or ill fuccefs. An inftance of which is, that 
when they have obtained a viflory over their enemies, they return home diverting them- 
felves with leaping and dancing : but if on their fide they are beaten out of the field, 
and utterly routed, they yet feaft and are merry, and dance, and can cheerfully fport 
around a grave. Ri Ihort, <|)rofperity and adverfity are no otherwife diftinguilhable in 
them than in the cloathing and lhaving of their head, of which more hereafter. Mon- 
fieur Focqwmbrog’s defeription of them is undeniably true, when he informs us that 
they feaft at graves, and if they Ihould fee their country in flames, would cry out let 
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It burn,” and not fuffw it in the leaft to interrupt their fining, dancing and drinkih^'i 
that they are equally infenfible of grief or neceffity, fing till they die, and dance in^O 
the grave. 

This defcription is fo pertinent, I believe it cannot be mended in fo few words. It 
is true indeed, that they very greedily heap up money and goods, to which their minds 
are ftrongly inclined : but after that they fet fo fmall a value upon them, that if they 
meet with a very great lofs, you can never perceive it by their carriage,,’ it never robs 
them of an hour’s repofe ; and they are no fooner at their refting place, but like the 
beafls, they fleep perfectly undifturbed by any melanchob’ rcfleftions : fo that the advice, 
not to take care for the morrow, feems defigned more peculiarly for the of 

thefe men. 

Their young are extiaordinarily vain, and delirous to pafs for perfons of quality, 
though perhapo but Haves ; notwithftanding which they mighty carefully adorn their 
bodies, and are very f.ue in their way. 

But now let us fee how they manage the afl'airs of drefs. The faftiions of adorning 
their heads are very various ; fome wear very long hair curled and platted together, 
and tied up to the crown of the head ; others turn their hair into very fmall curls, 
moiftening them with oil and a fort of die, and then adjuft them in the lhape of rofes ; 
between which they wear gold Fetiches, or a fort of coral here called Conte de Terra, 
which is fometimes of a quadruple value fo gold, as alfo a fort of blue coral, which we 
call Agrie, and the Negroes Accorri, which being moderately large, is fo much valued 
that it is generally weighed againft gold. They are very fond of our hats, never think- 
ing they pay too much for them. Their arms, legs and waift are adorned with gold, 
and the above-mentioned forts of coral. Their common habit is made of three or four 
ells of either velvet, filk, cloth, Perpetuana, or fome fort of ftulF ; and feveral have 
this fort of habit or Paan, as they call it, made of fifty forts of duff. This they throw 
about the body and roll it up into a fn-a11 compafs, and make it fall ; fo that it hangs 
from the navei downwards, covering the legs half way : about their arms they alfo 
wear ornamental rings made of ivory, gold, lilver, &c. and about their necks, ftrings 
or chains of gold, and coral amongft their above-mentioned drefs ; and 1 remember to 
have feen feveral of thefe ftrings or chains worth above one hundred pounds fterling. 
But thefe are the jewels, and they who want them are no company for thofe who have 
them. 

The Manceroes, or youth, do not drefs themfelves fo pompoufly ; but the Coboceros 
or chief people are as meanly and plainly habited, choofing rather to^pafs for poor than 
rich men. They wear only a good Paan, a cap make of hart’s Ikin upon their heads, 
and a ftaff in their hands, like the old Ifraelites, and a firing or chain vf coral about 
their heads : and this is the drefs they daily appear in. 

The commonalty, fuch as wine-drawers, fiflicrraen, and fuch like, are very poorly 
habited ; fome with an ell or two of forry ftufl', others with a fort of girdle only dravm 
through between their legs, and wrapped abcfht them juft to hide their nakednefs ; to 
which the filhermen add a cap made of harts’ Ikins or rulhes, though moft of them 
endeavour to get an old hat of the failors, which ferves them in hot as well as cold 
weather. The men here are not fo very much addicted to fumptuou*^ attirq ; but pride 
even amongft the favage, as well as in the Netherlands andlhll £urc*pe over, feems to 
have eftabhlhed its throne amongft the female fex : and accordingly the women’s dreis 
is richer than the men’s. Ladies plat their hah* very artfully, and place their .Fetiches, 
coral ^d ivory with a Judicious air, and go much finer thaj^ the men. AUout their 
. necks *thev wear srold chains and ftrings of coral, befides ten or twelve fmall white ftrings 
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of Omf** de Terra and gold ; about didr arms and legs alfo they" are pfendfblly ftbred 
therewith) and they wear them fo thick about their waift, that their nakednels would 
be fuffidditly covered thereby if they wore no clothes ; and the rather becaufe they 
always have a garter or rather girdle. Perhaps Mr. Conftantyn Huygens thought of 
our black miftreffes, when he advifeth the men to two, and fome women to three gar- 
ters; and if ilockings were in iafliion here, three garters would be foon thought as 
neceflary as one is now : but this by the by. To return to our Negro ladies : on the 
lower part of their bodies they wear a Paan, which often is three or four times as long 
as that of the men : this they wind around their waift, and bind it on with a fillet of 
red cloth, or fomething elfe about half an ell broad and two ells long, to make it fit 
clofe to the body, both ends of the fillet hanging out on their Paan, which in ladies 
d quality is adorned with gold and filver lace : on the upper part of their body they 
call: a veil of filk or fome other fine fort of fluff, whilll their arms are beautified with 
rings of gold, filver and ivory. Thefe female Negroes, I can affure you, are fo well 
ikilled in their fafhions, that they know how to drefs themfelves up fufficiently tempt- 
ing to allure feveral Europeans ; but their greatcft power is over thofc who make 
no difference betwixt white and black, efpecially when the former colour is not to be 
found. 

Having done with their clothes, let us fee how they educate their children, with 
which the men never trouble themfelves in the leaft, nor the women much indeed : the 
mother gives the infant fuck for two or three years ; which over, and they able to go, 
then it is. Turn out, brutes : if it be hungry flie gives it a piece of dry bread, and fends 
it abroad wherever it pleafes, either to the market, or to the fea fide to learn to fwim, 
or any where elfe : nobody looks after it, nor is it any body’s bufinefs to hinder its 
progrefs. Thefe children are as well contented with dry bread, as ours with all man- 
ner of delicacies ; they neither think of nor know any delicacies, nor are their mothers 
•troubled with them, but do their bufinefs undifturbed : when, on the other fide, if our 
children can but go alone, we are continually perplexed with thoufands of fears of 
fome or other ill accidents befalling them. 

Child-bearing is here as little troublefoine as the men can wifh ; here is no long 
lying-in, nor ex'penfive gofliping or groaning-feafts. I once happened to be near the 
place where a Negro woman was delivered of two children in the fjjace of one quarter 
of an hour ; and when fhe feemed moft uneafy, I found it was not fufficient to urge any 
Ihrieks or cries from her, but the very fame day I faw her go to the fea-fide to wain 
herfelf without ever thinking of returning to her bed : and indeed moft women are here 
equally eafy in this particular, though it happens (but that is very feldom^ that a 
woman is obliged by illnefs to keep her bed fome days. Here is no provifions made 
for linen or any neceffaries for the new-born infant, and yet ail its limbs grow vigorous 
and proportionate as in Holland, except only that they have larger navels than ordinary 
with us ; but this is the mother’s fault. If child-bearing were in all particulars fo eafy 
in our country, — — — but no more of this, left you ftiould tell your lady, and Ihe bring 
the Dutch women about my ears, and it is not very advifeable to anger them. But to 
return to our fubjefl ; the child is no fooner bom than the prieft (here called Feticheer 
or Confoe) is fent for, who binds a parcel of ropes and coral and other tralh about the 
head, body, armscond leg| of the infant ; after which he exorcifes, according to their 
accuftomed manner, by ^ich they believe it is armed againft all ficknefs and ill acci- 
dents ; and doubtlefs this is as effeflual as if done by the Pope himfelf. By this you 
may obferve what power the priefts have over evil fpirits ; but when I come to deferibe 
the marriage and married lives of the Negroes, 1 lhall prefeht you with fomething 'more 
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coOLcerning chMd-l&ri^J and at prefent proceed, only informing you that thefe rqp^ 
and trafli ferve the children inftead of clothes, commonly nil they are feven or eight 
years of age j at which period they pride thendelves in a nectary lappet half an ell 
of ftuffs. 

If the father is a filherman or hulbandman, and the child a male, he breeds him up td 
his avocation very early ; and the child now beginning to find that he mull fopn Ihift 
for himfelf, he is fure to fecure all that a convenient opportunity will give him leave 
againft that time, which his parents never contradict. 

I have hinted with what forry and how little food the Negroes content their children ; 
which would hardly be poflible if they fared delicioully themfelves. But they are not 
guilty of this fort of intemperance, but live rather too foberly, two-pence a day b® g fuffi* 
cient to diet one of them. Their common food is a pot full of millet boiled to the con- 
fiftence of bread, or inftead of that, jambs and potatoes ; over which they pour a little 
palm-oil, with a few be iled herbs, to which they add a llinking filli. I'his they elteem 
a nice dilh, for it is but feldom they can get the fifli and herbs : as for oxen, Iheep, 
hens, or other flelh, they only buy that for holidays; of which more in another place. 
The Negroes are not fo fparing in their diet becaufe they do not defire better food, of 
which we have fuflicient proof when they eat with us, for they are then fure to fatiate 
tliemfelves with the bell at the table, at that rate, as if they were laying in for three 
days. Nor is it for want of money that they live thus, but only out of pure fordid 
covetoufnefs. 

I have been fometimes of opinion that they thought all dear things unwdiolefome. 
The diet 1 have deferibed, is that of the commonalty ; nor do the rich fare much 
better : they allow themfelves a little more filh, and a few more herbs. But for an 
extraordinary dilh they take filh, a handful of corn, as much dough, and fome palm- 
oil, which they boil together in water, and this they call Malliiget ; and is, I can affure 
you, a lordly entertainment amongft tl)<jm ; and, fo fpeak truth, it is no very difagreO ' 
able food to thofe who are ufed to it, and is very wholefonie in this country. 

' Though the Negroes eat lb poorly and fo little, they drink the more, being great 
lovers of ftrong liquor ; and let the world go how it will, they mult have brandy in 
the morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon ; and he that hath one penny in money, 
thirfteth after three pennyworth of drink, which is welcome to them night and day ; 
and we are forced to give llriCl orders to our men to watch our cellars at night, for 
they know too well how to get at them, 'fhey are fo befotted to ilrong liquors and 
tobacco, that you may equally entruft bacon to a cat, as either of them within their 
power. The women are as guilty of this vice as the men ; and, as’if it were a virtue, 
their children are taught it at the age of three or four years. 

The falutations and civilities of the Negroes claim a place here, as being remarkably 
peculiar. Upon accidentally meeting each other, the falutation is puiiing oil' the hat 
or cap, or uncovering the head, amongft thofe Negroes uho converle wiih us ; but the 
in-land people do not efteem the uncovering *of the head for any lign of reJpeift. Next, 
they alk after each other’s welfare, but not like our manner, by enquiring after one 
another’s health ; but the firft queftion is, “ How did you Deep ?” to which the reply 
is, “ Very well and the other returns the queftion to the firft, who, if he hath flept 
well, tells him fo. From whence we may obferve, that^jo Nega tes conceive good 
found ficep to be the moft neceflary prefervative of heroh. 'VV hen one Negro is 
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^»»lling him, “ You went out and are returned,” intimating they wlltt him gbod fbrtuiie ; 
to which he anfwers, “ I am come again and this paueth current on both (ides for 
refined civility. They are very obligingly civil, when they receive vifitis from a perfon 
who lives in another country. As foon as the compliments are palfed, the wife, or a' 
fte>flave, brings wafer, greafe or ointment, to walh and anoint the ftranger, herein 
■ agreeing with the ancient times, who were accuftomed to walh and anoint the feet of 
that guefts. 

The vifits of kings, and thofe of the bell rank, are accompanied with feveral odd 
ceremonies : for inftance, when a lord or king of a town is advanced very near to, or 
reaches that king’s town he intends the honour of a vifit to, he difpatches one of his 
attendants to compliment and advife him of his coming ; who, on the other fide, is 
fure to fend back a meffenger of his own, with his amliaffador, to compliment and 
aflure him of a hearty welcome. While they are on their way, the king or general 
ranges all his foldiers in battle-array, in the market-place, or berore his palace ; thefe 
being frequently about three or four hundred men, who fit down, expeffing the 
approach of their gueft ; who, to exprefs his Hate and grandeur the moll elFeftually, 
takes care to advance but flowly, and is attended by a great number of armed men, 
who, leaping and dancing, alfo make a difmal military noife. 

Having at laft reached the place where the other fits expelling him, he doth not 
make dire&ly towards him, but detaches all his unarmed people of falhion to prefent 
their hands, by way of falutation, to the other’s men, that are next or around him, 
as well as *to himfelf : after all which, at laft, the two kings or generals, armed with 
Ibields, make their mutual approaches ; and if the' vifitant be of higher rank than 
himfelfi or he defigns to honour him with an extraordinary reception, he embraces 
and bids him welcome three times fucceffively : but if his vifitant be below him, he 
welcomes him by barely thrice prefenting his hand to him, and filliping his middle 
finger, which is done in three fucceffive advances ; which being ended, the gueft and 
his attendance fit down oppofite to the other, expeding him to come and welcome him 
and his followers, which is alfo foon after done, with three circular advances ; after 
which he returns to his place and fits down, fending perfons to falute and welcome the 
reft of his vifitant’s troop, to alk after their health and the intent of their coming, 
which the chief generally anfwers by meffengers of his own. Thefe mutual ceremonies 
frequently laft an hour or two, or till the entertainer rifes and obliges his gueft to go 
into his houfe, where he is prefented by the king and the great men of the town with 
iheep, fowl, jammes, or whatever is agreeable ; and thus ended this tedious falutation, 
which I have fpent too much time in defcribing ; but I hope you will not be tired with 
it, for in order to abridge it I have omitted feveral circumftances. 

In the beginning of this letter, I told you the Negroes were very idle, and not eafily 
prevailed on to work, as well as that they had very few manual arts ; all which, indeed, 
are employed chiefly in the making of wooden or earthen cups, troughs, matting of 
chairs, making of copper ointment-boxest and arm-rings of gold, filver, or ivory, 
with fome other trafh. Their chief handicraft, with which they are beft acquainted, 
being the fmithery ; for with their forty tools they can make all forts of war-arms that 
they want, guns only excepted, as well as whatever is required in their agriculture and 
houfe-keeping. Tfepy hav&mo notion of fteel, and yet they make their fables and 
all cutting inttruments. Tlffilr principal tools are a kind of hard ftone, inftead *of an 
anvil, a pair of tongues, and a fmall pair of bellows, with three or more pipes, which 
bloWiVery l^rong, and are an invention of thdr own. Thefe are moft of their arts, 
befides that of making of Fetiches, which I have before informed you ofj but their 
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moll artful works the fine gold and filver hat-bands, which they make for'ils, the 
thread and contwtture of which, is fo fine, that I queftion whether our European artiils 
would not be put to it to imitate them : and indeed if they could, and were no better 
paid than the Negroes, they would be obliged to live 6n dry bread. 

You mull not take it yi that this letter is filled up with a medley of all forts of fubJ 
jefts ; that, according to our proverb, “ I jump from the ox to the afe for I ufually 
write what firll occurs to my memory. Having once mentioned their navigation, 
which is not very confiderablc, f lhall acquaint you they ufe a fort of boats called 
Canoas, the largeft of which are about thirty foot long, and fix broad : from this fize 
they go down to the fmallell fort, which are about th irteen or fourteen foot long 
and three or four broad.; the biggeft of thefe being capable of carrying a reaf.>r.ttble 
merchant-man’s boat lading ; we generally ufe them in the tranfportation of our 
goods from plac^" to place; they are rowed in proportion to their fize, by two, three, 
five, feven, nine, eleven, or fifteen rowers; which, when they exceed two, mull 
always be an odd number, becaufe they are obliged to fit in couples, and an odd one 
is requifite to Iteer. Inltead of oars they ufe a fort of paddle, made like a fpade, 
having a handle about the fame length ; with which paddling the water, with an under- 
hand llroke, they keep the Canoa in a very fwift courfe. With the lead fort of Canoas, 
with two or three men in each, they generally go a filhing, which leads me to their 
filhing-tackling, confifting of great and fmall hooks, alfo harping-irons, which they 
ufe when they have hooked a great filh : they are befides fumilhed with calling as 
well as other large nets, which lall they plant in the fea over-night, and dvAvt them.in 
the morning, when they are frequently full of all forts of filh ; but if a fword-filh, 
or any other fuch rough guell happens to get in the net, it is fure to be torn in pieces 
with the fword’s fnout ; but this damage is eafily prevented, if the Negroes are 
timely informed of it ; for they go two or three Canoas in company, well fumilhed 
with harping-irons ; and confidering they, greedily eat this fort of filh, if they can but> 
take him, he m:’.kes amends for two or three broken liets. ,» 

I lhall here fay nothing of their agriculture, not only becaufe I have elready touched 
upon it, but by reafon I hope for a better opportunity of treating that fubjeft. 

Though the Gold Coall is not extended above fixty miles in length, yet we find 
there feven or eight feveral languages, fo different that three or four of them are 
interchangeably unintelligible to any but the refpeclive natives. The Negroes of Jun- 
more, ten miles above Axim, cannot underiland thofe of Egira, Abocroc, Ancobtr, 
and Axira : there is indeed a vail difl’erence in their languages. That of Axim is a 
very difagreeable brutal found ; that of Ante very different from it, though not much 
more beautiful ; but more fhocking is that of Acra, not having the leail fimilitude with 
any of the reft. The other Coall Negroes, thofe of Aquamboe only excepted, generally 
underftand one another ; but the in-land Negroes is b) much the plealiintcil and moft 
agreeable ; I mean thofe of Dinkira, Akim, Acanny, and Adorn ; this difference is 
eafily difcernible to a perfon but the leaft acquainted with their languages, and appears 
as tMt betwixt Brabanders and foreigners : and if the Negroes, whom we daily con- 
verfe with, who live about our forts, expreffed themfelves as agreeably as the others, 
it would be no difficult matter to learn their language in tw(!for rhree years, which we 
find at prefent we can fcarce do in ten, at leaft not in any fort of jperfedlion. Some 
of us, akiongft which I dare reckon myfelf, have made mch a progrefs, that we 
underftand the greatell part of it, though we can hardly hit the pronunciation. The 
found of fome words is fo ftrange, that though we have often endeavoured to ex- 
preft them with our European letters, yet we have never been able to do it ; 'and the 
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Negroes can neither write nor read, and confequently have no ulTe of tetters, which 
renders it impbffible for us to trace their faults. Dr. Dapper, who never was here, 
hath adventured to exprcfs their words; which, though I may pretend to fome know- 
ledge of their languages, I dare not attempt, being alTured I lhall not fucceed much 
#)etier than he. 

Could the Negroes, as I have faid, either read or write, we fhould be able to learn, 
their tongues fpeedily, by obferving the letters which exprefled each thing ; but having 
no other alfiftance than the bare found, I think it is* folly to attempt farther. Where- 
fore, fir, I hope you will expe£t no more on this head. 

I remember to have met with fome hints in a certain author tending to a defcription 
of feveral noble families ; but in all the time of my refidence here, I have not been 
able to difcover what fort of people thefe were who put.any value upon the nobility of 
families : I lhall not take up much of your time in enquiries what difference there is 
betwixt one Negro and another, or why one is more efteemed than another ; for if I 
fhould dwell ever fo long on this fubjefl, the refult is, only the richell man is the moft 
honoured, without the leaft regard to nobility. 

I have obferved five degrees of men amongft the Negroes j the firft of which are 
their kings or captains, for the word is here fynonymous. 

The fecond, their Caboceros, or chief men ; which reducing to our manner of ex- 
preffion, we fhould be apt to call them Civil fathers ; whofe province is only to take 
care of the welfare of the city or village, and to appeafe any tumult. 

The third fort are thofe who have acquired a great reputation by their riches, either 
devolved on them by inheritance or gotten by trade. And thefe are the perfons which 
fome authors have reprefented as noblemen ; but whether they are in the right or not, 
fhall hereafter plainly appear. 

The fourth are the common people employed in the tillage of wines, agriculture and 
Jifhing. 

The fiftl^ and laft are the Haves, either fold by their relations, taken in war, or come 
fo by poverty. 

Thefe five being the only degrees which are to be found amongft the Negroes ; let 
us enquire by what means they arrive at any of the three firft. 

Firft, the dignity of king or captain in moft of thefe countries, defeends hereditarily 
from father to fon, and in defefl; of iffue to the next male-heir ; though fometimes fo 
much regard is had to his riches in (laves and money, that he who is plentifully ftored 
with thefe, is often preferred to the right heir. 

The inauguration of a king is not clogged with many pompous ceremonies ; for 
coronations and coronation-oaths being here equally unknown, the new king is (hewn 
to the people, •and fometimes carried through his territories ; and the whole affair ter- 
minates in one merry day : but in cafe of competitorlhip, when two pretend to that 
dignity at the fame time ; for confirmation of the loyalty of their followers, each pre- 
tender obliges his rcfpediive party to an^ oath of allegiance ; without this happens all 
things run very fmoothly,! fome offerings only made, as ufual here on all folemn 
occafions. The principal men or Caboceros are commonly limited to a fet number ; 
but fome of them dying, and the vacancies not filling, when upon affembling together 
they find their number too fmall, they chofe out of the commonalty perfons well ad- 
vanced in years to' compleat their number (for young men are feldom admitfed into 
this honourable affembly), who are obliged to exprefs their gratitude to their elefling 
brethren ^y a prefent of a cow and fome drink ; after which they are lawfully admitted 
and confirmed. The cuftom of Axim obliges the candidate for this dignity to be a 
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native of that country living at Axim, at leaft keeping a Uoufe there,* inhabited by one 
of his wives, or fome of his family, and fonietimes refiding there himfelf ; wiiich is 
fomewhat like our being obliged to keep fire and light to preferve our right of citizens 
in Holland. If there be one alone, or feveral, he or they are all brought to our fbr^ 
and prefented to our factor, with a rcquefl that they may be admitted into their fociety ; 
who, if he hath nothing to objeft againft him, adininifters an oath to him on the Bible, 
obliging him to be and remain true to the Nctherlanders, and to aid and aflifl them 
to the utmoft of his power againfl all their cncMiiy’s whatfoever, whether Europeans 
or Negroes, and deport himfelf on all occafions as a loyal fiibjccl : after which he takes 
an oath, not unlike the former, refpeding his own nation ; both which oaths are con- 
firmed by an imprecation, “ That God would Itrike ^lim dead if he fwore contrary to 
his intentions, or doth not keep his oath in farther confirmation of which the Bible 
is held to his b’^eaft and laid on his head, which are the ceremonies ufed to render the 
oath obligatory : this done, the faftor having regiftered his name, acknowledges him a 
member of their affembly, and admits him to all the rights, privileges, and advantages 
appendant thereto ; and having made the due prefents to his brethren, he is a Caboceer 
during his life. In other places on the coafl; the eleSion of a Caboceer is fomewhat 
different ; but it being fo well regulated at Axim, I fhall content niyfelf with deferibing 
that only. 

The third fort of Negroes are thofe enriched either by inheritance or trade ; who, to 
acquire a reputation and great name amongft their fellow’-citizens, buy about feven 
fmall elephants’ teeth, which they make into- blowing-horns ; upon which they caiffe 
their family to be taught all fort of tunes ufual, according to the extravagant courfe 
of the country : which, when they have learned, they inform all their relations and 
acquaintance that they intend to (hew their blowing-horns publicly, that they may 
come and make merry with them for feveral days together ; whilft they, their wives, 
and flaves appear with as much pomp and fplendour as is pollible, borrowing gold and 
coral of their friends to make the greater fhow, and diiti ibuting prefents amoil^ft them : 
fo that this extravagant ceremony becomes very expenfive. This initiatory feftival 
being over they are free to blow upon their horns at pleafure, whicli none are per- 
mitted who have not thus aggrandized themfclvcs ; but if they are inclined to divert 
themfelves are obliged to borrow thetu. 1 low coiitnidi^fory is the coui fe of things in 
this, world! in fome places men are obliged to beg hard and make interefl: for horns, 
whillt they come home to the houfes of others as unexpected as undefired. 

A Negro thus far advanced in honour, ufually makes himfelf mafter of firft one and 
then another Ihield : of which he makes a fliew as public and pompous as that of the 
horns ; and is obliged to lie the firll night with all his family in battle, array in the 
open air, intimating that he will not be afraid of any danger or hardlliip in defence of 
his people. After which he paffes the next and the remaining days of the feaft, which 
are generally about eight, in fiiooting and martial exercifes, as well as dancing and all 
forts of mirth ; himfelf, his wives, and family, being as rirhly dreft as they poffibly 
can ; and all that he hath in the world expofed to public view, and removed from 
place to place. But this feflival is not fo expenfive as the former; for inftoad of 
making prefents, as ufual in tliat, he here on the contrary receives very valuable pre- 
fents ; and when he deligns to divert himfelf, or go to the war, he is permitted to 
carry tiab Ihields : a favour not allowed to any who hath not thus qualified himfelf. 

Thefe are the nobility which authors boaft of on this coafl; ; but that in reality they 
are not fo is plain, becaufe no perfon can ennoble himfelf, but muft be fo by With, or 
by creation of another ; in which they are both deficient ; for by birth they me only 
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flaves, and confequently widely diftant from nobles, ana tney owe mar aavance only 
to themfelves and their money ; their port of honour here being always open to him 
who is’ rich enough to bear the expence. Befides, in other places nobility engagw 
|thofe honoured with it firmly in the public fervice of their King or country ; whicli 
thefe are not the leaft concerned for, applying themfelves to nothing but trade : But if 
any arc fond of having them gentlemen and noblemen, I fltall let them remain fo. 
And it will not a little redound to my honour, that 1 have for feveral years fucceffively 
been waited on by one of thefe noblemai in the capacity of a footman, without having 
the leaft refpefl to his nobility. 

The fourth and fifth fort need no other account to be givai of them, than that they 
are common people and flaves. 

Thefe blowing-horns naturally lead me to a defeription of the mufical inftruments 
wnth which they divert themfelves. But I lhall firft inform you that the Negroes, in 
building their villages, have not the leaft regard to the pleafantnefs of the fituation. 
With us, indeed, it is ufual, and is doubtlefs very reafonable to put a high value 
upon a fine profpeft and pleafant walks ; but thefe lumpilh wretches frequently choofe 
a dry and difagreeable place to build on ; negle6Hng at the fame time well-planted hills, 
charming valleys, and bealitiful rivers; which they have in great abundance, and 
ferve them for no ufe nor afford them any diverfion. They are full as indifferent and 
negligent in the making of their roads, they being generally as rough and perverfe as 
<he people themfelves : a road which need not to be above two miles in length, fre- 
quently becomes three by jts crookednefe and unevennefs ; and though they have been 
often made fenfible of this inconvenience by us, and a very little trouble would mend 
them, yet they will not alter them ; the way once made muft ftill remain, though it 
leads them twice as fitr out of the way. 

Their mufical inftruments are various, and very numerous ; but all of them yield a 
horrid and barbarous fhocking found ; the* chief of them are the mentioned horns, 
made, as'I have already told you, of fmall elephants’ teeth ; though not fo very fmall 
but fome of them weigh betwixt twenty and thirty pounds, and others more ; to 
adorn thefe they cut in ftjem feveral images of men and beafts ; and that fo finely that 
it feems to be done literally in obedience to the fecond commandment : for, indeed, it 
is dUficult to difeem whether they are moft like men or beafts ; at the lower end of 
thefe honis is a piece of rope coloured black with hen’s or flieep’s blood, and at the 
fmall end is a fquare hole ; at which by blowing they produce a fort of extravagant 
noife ; which they reduce to a fort of tone and meafure, and vary as they pleafe : 
fometimes they blow upon thefe horns fo well, that though it is not agreeable, yet it is 
not fo faorrici as to require a whole bale of cotton annually to ftop one’s ears, as Foequen- 
brog has it. 

Their fecond fort of inftruments are their drums, of which there are about ten 
feveral forte, but moft of them are excavated trees, covered at one end with a flieep- 
ffiin, and left open at the other, whicli* they fet on the ground like a kettle-drinn, and 
when th^ remove it they hang it by a firing about their necks : they beat on thefe 
drums with two long flicks, made hammer-femion, and fometimes with a flraight flick 
or their bare hands, all which ways they produce a difinal and horrid noife ; the drrnnsi 
Wmg generally in confort with tl« blowing of the horns, which afford the moft charm- 
ing affes’ mufie that can be imagined : to help out this they always fet a litllfe boy to 
flrike upon a hollow piece of won, with a piece of wood, which alone makes a 
aoife n^jce deteftable than the drums and horns together. 
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Of late they have invented a fort of fmall drums, covered on both fides with a Ikin, 
nnd extended to the fliape of an hour-glafs : the noife they afford is very like that our 
’boys mdce with their pots they play with on holidays, wkh this difference only, 
that thefe have iron rings, which makes feme alteration in the found. It would be 
ridiculous to tire you with all the inftruments of the Negroes ; I fhall therefore take'’ 
leave of this fubjed, by deferibing the bell they have, which is a hollow piece of 
wood, of two hands-breadth long, and one broad ; from the hinder-part of this a ftick 
comes crofs to the fore-part, and upon the inftrument arc five or fix extended firings ; 
fo that it bears feme fort of fimilitude to a fmall harp or, if you will, is not very 
unlike the modern Greek mufical inttruments, and affoi ds by much the moft agreeable 
found of any they have here. Having faid enough on this fubjeft, let us turn feurlelves 
to another. 

What is muff commendable among the Negroes, is, that we find no,poor amongft 
them who be^ ; for though they are never fo wretchedly poor, they never beg ; the 
rcafon of which is, that w'hen a Negroe finds he cannot fiibfirt, he binds himfelf for a 
certain fuin of money, or his friends do it for him ; and the mafter to whom he hath 
obliged himfelf, keeps him in all neceffaries, fetting him a fort of talk, which is not in 
the leaft flavilh, being chiefly to defend his mailer on occafion, and in fowing time to 
work as much as he himfelf pleafes. So that, as I have before told you, here are no 
beggars obliged to be fo by poverty ; but lhamelefs beggars, without the leaft neceflity, 
are fo plentiful, that they all undiftinguilhably deferve that name : a king himfelf is 
not afliamed to beg, and that for fuch mean things as might buy for one penny 
or two-pence ; they are fo fcandaloully importunate, that it is impolfible to get from 
them without giving them fomething. 

Though I have been tedious in this, I hope you will pardon it ; for I mull own my 
Itch of fcribbling is not yet over, and I cannot help giving you an account of a won- 
derful and extraordinary fort of people, I mean tlie Tapoeyers or Mulattoes, a race 
begotten by Europeans upon the Ne^o or Mulatto women. Thb balbA-d ftrain is 
made up of a parcel of profligate villains, nwther true to the Negroes nor us, nor in- 
deed dare they trull one another ; fo that you very rarely fee them agree together. 
They affume the name of Chriftians, but are as great idolaters as the Negroes them- 
felves. Moft of the women are public whores to the Europeans, and private ones to 
the Negroes ; fo that I can hardly give them a cliarafler fo bad as they deferve. I can 
only tell you, whatever is in its own nature worft in the European and Negroes, is 
united in them ; fo that they are the fink of both. The men,, moft of which are 
foldlers m our fervice, are cloathed as we are, but the women prink up themfelves in a 
parricular manner : thole of any faftdon wear a fine Ihift, and over th^t a Ihort jacket 
of filk or ftuff, without lleeves, which reaches from under the arms to their hips, 
faftened only at die fhoulders: upon their heads they wear feveral caps, one upon, the 
other ; the uppermoft of wliich is of filk, plated before and round at the top, to 
make it fit fait ; upon all which they have a«fort of fillet, which comes twice or ^Ice 
around the head. Thus dreffed, they make no fmall Ihew : on the lower part of their 
botly they are cloathed as the Negro-women arc ; and thofe who are poor are only 
diftingullhable by their drefs, they gokig naked in the upper part of their body. 

Tim \riiole brood, when young, are for from handfome, and when oW, sue only fit 
to fright children in their beds. If a painter were obliged to paint oivy, 1 could wilh 
him no better origmal to draw after than an old Mulatto- wmnaB. In procefs of time 
their bodies become fpeckled with white, brown, and yellow fpots, like* the tigers, 
which they alfo referable in their barbarous nature j but I fliall here leavAthem, for 
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f(ear it may be thought that I am prejudiced by hatred agaiidt them ; bill; fo fiur from 
that, that there is not a tingle perfon who hatn anything to do with them, buthiH 
muft own they are not worth fpeaking to. Well, as difagreeable as it is to be obl^eitr 
|o fuch company, I have this fatisfa£bon, that it cannot be fo irkfome to me here, as 
It will be agreeable to me to tell ^you in a few months, viva voce, how mum I am 
yours, &c. I 


LETTER X. — Defcribing the feveral Religions of the Negroes ; their Opinions of et 
Deity, and different Sentiments concerning the Creation of Man, — Manner of folemn 
/wearing on feveral Occafions ; the Manner of ajking Qucjlions of their Idol, how it is 
managed, and the Frauds of their Priejis on that Account ; how, and on what Occa~ 
■ /tons, publit and folemn Excrcifcs of Religion are here enjoined ; every private Perfon 
hath his particular fulfe God, and Holidays which he appoints in honour of that ; the 
Offerings to it. — Which would be the moji cffellual Way to convert the Negroes to 
Chriftianity. Of their forbidden Meats. — Their Opinions concerning their falfe Gods , 
the Reward of Good and Evil. — Of Murder and Adultery, wherefore amongst 
them. — Various Opinions of a future Life. — Miraculous PrieJls living in the in-land 
Comtiy. — What the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors and Apparitions ; how they 
ejell Devils. — Only two FtjV.vals among them. — The Difference betwixt fortunate and 
unfortunate Days. — 2'hcy are very fupcrjlitious ; an Injlance thereof. 

Sir, 

MY lafl: was very long, and if I treat the fubjed largely, this will not be much 
fhorter. For the religion of tiie Negroes, of which I defign to fpeak, will aflbrd mat- 
ter enough for a book'klone, by reafon of the numerous and different forts of it ; foe 
there is no village or town, nay, I had almoft faid no private family which doth nos 
differ from* another on this head ; but not thinking it worth while to recount all the 
various opinions, I fliall therefore pafs them over, and only fpeak of their public reli- 
gion and worlhip, in which they almoft all agree. 

Almoft all the Coaft Negroes believe in one true God, to whom they attribute the 
creation of the world and all things in it, though in a crude indigefted manner, they 
not being able^to form a juft idea of a Deity. They are not obliged to themfelves not 
the tradition of their anceftors for their opinion, rude as it is, but to their daily con- 
verfation with the Europeans, who from time to time have endeavoured to implant this 
notion in them. There are two reafons which confirm me in this fentiment ; firft, that 
they never make any offerings to God, nor call upon him in time of need ; but in all 
their difficulties they apply themfelves to their Fetiche (of which more hereafter), and 
pray to him for fuccels in their undertakings : the fecond is, the different opinions of 
feme of them concerning the creation ; for a great part of the Negroes believe that man 
was made by Ananfie, that is, a great fpider : the reft attribute the creation of man to 
God, which they affert to h^ve happened in the following manner : they tell us that 
in the beginning God created black as well as white men ; thereby not only hinting, 
but endeavouring to prove, that their race was as foon in the world as ours; and to 
beftow a yet greatea honour on themfelves, they tell us that God having created thefe 
two forts of men, offered two forts of gifts, viz. gold, and the knowledge or Its of 
reading and writing, giving the Blacks the firft eledlion, who chofe gold, and left the 
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knowledge iilf letter* to the, Wh^e*. God granted dieir reqiieft, but being incenfed- at! 
tb^ avarice, refolved that the Whites Ihouldfor ever be their mafters, and they obKgeJl 
*to vait on* them as thar Haves. Others again affirm, that man at his firft creation was 
notlhaped-as at prefent ; but that thofe patts which ferve for the diftinflaon of fexes it| 
men aid women, were placed more in view, for the convenience of propagation ; Whaf 
think you, lir, is not this a ridiculous notion ? Would it not be very obliging to the Turks 
to fometimes gratify their beffial appetites with women in an unnatural manner, not to 
mention their Sodomy with men. 

I have found very few Negroes of this fentiment ; bu' having aiked thofe who are 
its afl'ertors, when the lhape of men was tfttered to its prefent Hate ; they replied* that 
God had done it out of refpect to modefty, when the world became fo well pec ^ed that 
the prefent fliape was fufficient' to preferve the race of mankind. Others on the Gold* 
Coafl would perfuade us that the firft men came out of holes and pits, like that at pre«- 
fent in a great rock on the fea, near our fort of Acra. But it is time to ftop my hand, 
for if I mould particularize all their notions concerning the creation, the moon and 
ftars, inftead of being Ihort I (hould grow iiifupportably tedious. I fhall only tell you, 
that Father Kirchen would not find it very difficult to perfuade them that the planets 
are peopled, or at lead the moon j for they have already difeovered a fellow beating 
a drum in her. 

I promifed juft now to explain the word Fetiche, which is ufed in various fenfes. 
Fetiche or Bofi'um in the Negro language, derives itfelf from their falfe Go^l, which- 
they call Bofliim. Are they inclined to make offerings tq their idols, or defire to'be 
informed of fomething by thenr, they cry out, Let us make Fetiche ; by which they- 
exprefs as much as “ let us perform our religious worfhip, and fee or hear whaf our 
God faith.” In like manner, if they are injured by another, they make- Fetiche tO’ 
deftroy him in the following manner : they caufe fome victuals and drink to be- exorcifed 
by their Feticheer or prieft, and I’catter it in Ibme place whidi their enemy is accuftomedf 
to pafs ; firmly believing, that he who comes to touch this conjured fluff Ihdll certainly 
die foon after. Thole who* are afraid of this, coming to fuch places* caufe tficmfelveV 
to be carried over them, for h is the wonderful nature of this exorcifed tfaflr, that then 
it does not in the leaft affeft the perfon, nor ean it at all affeft thofe who carry him, or 
any body elle befidcs lum. So that though the art of poifoning is a favour^ peculiar 
to the Italians, yet they have always found themfelves obliged to endanger the innocent ' 
to come at the guilty, and never yet could hit on fq diftinguifhing and difereet a poifon 
as this of our l^groes; though I muft confefs I like that of the Italians fo little, that 
I had rather walk over all that the Negroes can lay for me, than have any thing to do 
with theirs. , 

If they are robbed, they make ufe of much the fame means for the difeovery and con- 
dign punifhment of the thief : they are fo obftinately bigotted to this opinion, that if 
you Ihould produce a hundred inftances of its impotence, it would be impoflible to alter 
their fentiments, they having always foniethii^ ready on which to charge its contrary 
fuccefs. If any perfon be caught throwing this poifon, is very feverely punilheft j 
nay, fometimes with death, though it be on the laft account of thieving, which is h^e 
freely allowed. Obligatory fwearing they alfo call making of Fetiches ; is any obU^. 

tion to be confirmed, their phrafe is, “ let us as a farther confirmatian make Fetiches.” 

' is* 

• The Negroes believe that there is i>o gold in any other countries befidcs their own. j and that no 
Blacks have any knowledge of the art of letters j nor have tliey any notion af the extent of ihf world but 
what jhc*y recolleft from our informations, n 

When 
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tWheo. they drink the oath*draugtA, it is ufually accompanied by an impteeadon; that 
the Fetiche may kill them if they do not perform the contents of their <^l%ation. Every- 
perfon entering into any obligation is obliged to drink this fwearing liquor. When an^ 
nation is hired«to the ailiftance of another^aall the chief ones are obliged to this 
liquor, with an imprecation, that th|^ Fetiche may punifh them with, death, if^ey do 
not affift them with utmoft vigour td' extirpate their enemy. But oaths on this occafKm 
are fo frequently taken and broken, that they theinfelves have no great opinion of 
them } befides, they have found out a way to abfolve themfelves from their oaths, take 
the money of thofe who have hired them to the aflillance, and a£l direftly contrary to 
their obligation ; for having entered into this folemn engagement or oath, in the pre- 
lence of their prieft, they doubt not in the leaft but that it is in his power to free them 
of the obligation. This, you will be apt to fay, looks a little like the papacy ; but 1 will 
affure you it is in reality, as I have reprdented it. But of late years fome Negroes 
are fo refined, that before they take their contraftory oaths, they oblige the prieft to 
fwear firft, and drink the oathtdraught^ with an imprecation, that the Fetiche ihould 
punilh him with death, if he ever abl’olved any perfon from their oath without the 
unanimous coDl'ent''of all interefted in that contratft. Oaths taken in this manner are 
generally kept unviolated and pundually performed. If you aik what opinion the Ne- 
groes have of thofe who falfify their obligations confirmed by the oath-drink, they 
believe the perjured perfon lhall be fwelled by that liquor till he burfts ; or if that 
doth not happen, that he ftiall fhortly die of a languilhing fickoefs : the firft punifhment 
they imagine more peculiar to women, who take this draught to acquit themfelves of 
any accusation of adultery ; and if I may be allowed to make a comparifon, this drink 
feems very like the bitter water adminiftered to the women in the Old Teftament by way 
of purgatbn from the charge of adultery. Thus, in the defcription of the religion of 
the Negroes, I find myfelf infenfibly fallen upon their oaths ; but fince even that is a 
part of religious worfiiip, I have fome excufe for purfuing that fubjeft yet a little 
farther. N any perfon is fufped:ed of thievery and the indidment is not clearly made 
out, he is obliged to clear himfelf by drinking the oath-draught, and to ufe the impre- 
cation, that the Fetiche may kill him if he be guilty of thievery. The feveral ways of 
taking oaths are fo numerous, that 1 (hould tire you as well as myfelf with a repetition 
of them i'' wherefore I lhall content myfelf wkh adding only one efteemed the moft 
Iblemn and obligatory, which is only ufed on important occafions, and is in the follow- 
mg manner : 

Each prieft or Feticheer hath his peculiar idol, prepared and adjufted in a particular 
and different manner, but moft of them like the following defcription ; — They have a 
great wooden ^ipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones of dead men and beafts, 
feathers, hair, and, to be fliort, all forts of excrementitious and filthy tralh, which they 
do not endeavour to mould into any lhape, but lay it in a confufed heap in the pipe. 
The Negro who is to take an oath before tliis idol, is placed diredly oppofite to it, 
and aiks the prieft the name of his idol (each having a particular one), of which being 
informed, he calls the Fetic^ by its name, and recites at large the contents of what he 
defigns to bind by an oath, and makes' k his petkionary requeft that the idol may punilh 
him with death if he fwears faUely ; tKea he goes round the pipe, and ftands ftill and 
fwears a fecond time in the lame place and manner as before, and fo a third time like- 
wife ; after which the prieft takes fome of the mentioned ingredients out of tlfe pipe, 
with which he touches the fwearer’s head, arms, belly and legs, and holding it above 
his heady turns it three times round ; then he cuts off a bk of the nail of one finger in 
each ha/d, of one toe of each foot, and fome of the hair of his head, which he throws 

c into 
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into the pipe where the idol is lodged : all which dose, the oath b firmly obligatory^t^ 
But to turn to another fubjed. 

* When the Negroes dcfign to begin a war, to drive a bargain, to travel, or attempt 
any thit^ of importance, their firft bufmeb b to confult their falfe goiy)y their prieft, 
concerning the event of thrir undertaking, who very feldgm prophefies ill, but gene- 
rally encour^es them to hope for profperous fuweis ; which they take on his word, * 
not doubting the iffue in the leaft, and obfequioully perform all the prieft’s commands, 
which generally oblige them to offer up flieep, hogs, fowls, dogs and cats to their 
idol } or at oth<>r times perhaps, deaths, wine and goh' ; by which the prieft is fure 
to be the greateft gainer, for he fweeps all to himfelf, only prefenting garbage and the 
excrements of the flaughtered facrihee to hb god to divert himfelf withal : 'a*ia thus, 
bcfides the money ,ivan him, he makes a fhift to pay himfelf very well out of the 
offerings for his fmali trouble. 

If the prieft is inclmed to oblige the querent, the queftions are put to the idol in hfe 
prefence, and generally in one of the two following methods : •— The firft way is by a 
bundle of about twenty fmall bits of leather, in the middle of which they bind fome 
tralh of the fame nature with that they fill the mentioned pipe ; fome of thefe ingredients 
promife good fuccefs, and others threaten the contrary. This bundle the prieft fhuffles 
together feveral times, and if thofe which prefage a good iffue happen to come fre- 
quently together, he affures the querent that his undertaking fhall end well. But it is 
here to be obferved that the dexterous prieft can, by flight, make which he pleafes of 
the leathers come together j and that if he ever gives them an unlucky or difeouraging 
anfwer, it is only to extort more offerings from them, on pretence of appeafing the 
incenfed god, but in reality to redouble hb own perquifites. 

The fecond way of confulting their idob, is by a fort of wild-nuts; which they 
pretend to take up by guefe and let fall again: after which they tell them, and form 
their predictions from the numbers Hling even or odd. In fliort, the priefts, wko 
are general!/ fly and crafty, encouraged by the ftupid credulity of the jlbople, have 
all the opportunity in the world to impofe the groffeft abfurdities and fleece their purfes ; 
as they indeed do effefl;ualiy. For if the event confutes thrir prelhge, they never 
want an excufe ; the facred rites were not carefully performed, this or that pai|^of it 
was flubbered over or omitted, the God is therefore enraged, and it is for that reafon 
the affair hath fucceeded fo crofsly. Thb is glibly fwallowed. The prieft is never ac- 
cufed of falfehood ; if the whole land be ruined, hb reputation remrins fecure and 
untouched ; but if by chance hb auguries come to pafe, there b iwt in the world a 
wifer or holier man, and he b fure not to want hb reward. 

Public general religious exercifes of a whole nation or town are cuftomary on 
account of unfeafonablenefs or unfruitful weather in floods, or a great drought : when 
the chief of the town or nation affemble and advife with the prieft what courfe b moft 
proper to remove the prefent public calamity ; and what they order is imme<fiately 
ridiculoufly commanded or forbidden tbrorgh the land by a public crier ; and who- 
)$ver dares prefume to adf contrary to thb order, b 1% to incur a large pecuniary 
jpMfdty. When their fifliery is at low ebb, they make offerings to the tea: but this 
ij|ieioeraU|t Jbappeos about Auguft or September, when experience tclb them that a vaft 
quantity of filh b commonly taken, and yet thb b always belioved ua 'effe£I of the 
merifig. j », , 

village hath a£mall appropriated grove, where the goverac^rs and chief 
pet^le fp&pemy repdu to midte tbrir offciiugs ; ^her Ibr the puiftk g^d, or for 
tbEmtive6> Xbefe groves are eilmaed facred, no pelnfou prefuming to c^le them,. 
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, pluck, cut, or break off any branches of trees ; who, befides the acCufti^ed puhifh- 
ment, is not willing to lay himfelf under an univerfal raalediftion. 

Each particular perfon hath his peculiar falfe god, which he or flie worihips aftet* 
their manner that day of the week on which he was born. This they call their 
Boffum, or in their Portuguefe San^e-Day, on which they drink no palm-wine before 
' I'un-fet : they are habited all in -wdiite, and as a fign of purity fmeared with white 
earth. Wort of the Negroes, efpecially the principal, have befides this another weekly 
day lanchlicd to their Fetiches. On thefe days they kill a cock, and fometiines, if 
they are rich, a flieep, which they offer up to their God in words alone; for they 
immediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces with their fingers ; taking it for granted, 
that it is fufficient to lay it was killed for him : and as he hath none of it, fo the owner, 
when a fhcep is killed, on this account, hath the leaft lltare of it ; for his friends and 
acquaintance fall like a dog upon a fick cow, each as greedly as narrowly watching 
his opportunity of- feizing a piece, which goes immediately to the fire, foul or clean it 
is no great matter, they are not very nice : the guts they cut into fmall pieces, and 
fqueezing out the excrement with their fingers, they boil it together with the lungs, 
liver, and hearts, with a little fait and Malaget, or Guinea-pepper, without wafhing 
it from the blood. This they call Eyntjeba, and it is efteemed the greateft delicacy 
that can be dreffed up. 

If it was poflible to convert the Negroes to the Chriftian religion, the Roman 
Catholics would fucceed better than we fhould, becaufe they already agree in feveral 
particulars, efpecially in their ridiculous ceremonies ; for do the Romanifts abfiain one 
or two days weekly from flelh ; thefe have alfo their days when they forbear wine ; 
which, confidering they are very great loveVs of it, is fomewhat fevere. I'he 
Romanifts have their allotted times for eating peculiar forts of food, or perhaps wholly 
abftaining from it, in which the Negroes out-do them ; for each perfon here is for- 
Hdden the eating of one fort of flelh or other ;« one eats no mutton, another no goat’s- 
flelh, beef,'^fwines-flefh, wilj-fowl, cocks with white feathers, &c. This reftraint is 
not laid ypon them for a limited time, but for their whole lives : and if the Romanifts 
brag of the antiquities of their ccclefiaftical commands ; fo if you afk the Negroes why 
they^do this, they will readily tell you, becaufe their anceftors did fo from the begin- 
ning of the world, and it hath been handed down from one age to another by tradition. 
The fon never eats what the father is reftrained from, as the daughter herein follows 
the mother’s example ; and this rule is fo ftridly obferved amongft them, that it is im- 
poflible to perfuade them to the contrary. 

I have already informed you of the fignification of the word Fetiche, that it is chiefly 
ufed in a religions fenfe, or at leaft is derived from thence : before I proceed to inform 
you how they reprefent their gods, I fliall only hint that all things made in honour of 
their falfe gods, never fo mean, arc called Fetiche : and hence alfo the artificial gold 
mentioned in my fixth letter derives its name. 

How their gods are reprefented to then*, or what idea they form of them, I never 
yet could learn, becaufe, ind^, they do not know themfelves : what we are able to 
obferve is, that they have a great number of falfe gods ; that each man, or at leaft 
each houfe-keeper, hath one ; which they are perfuaded narrowly infpefls their courfe 
of life, and rewards»good, and punifties wicked men ; but their rewards confift in the 
multiplicity of wives and flaves, and their puniihments in the want of them ; though 
the moft terrible punilhment they can imagine is death, of which they are terribly 
afraid : and, indeed, it is this which inflames their zeal in religious afi^irs, ^iid occa- 
fions thei^bftinence from forbidden meats and drinks, fearing they fliould die if fhey 
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but oifte talbrf it. Murther, adultery, thievery, and all other fuch like crimes, are 
here accounted no fins, becaufe they can expiate them wi A money ; which they cannot 
do in any other mifdeeds, which ftill remain charged to their account. Mr. Frederic 
Cojet, defcribing the opinions of the inhabitants of Formofa, relates the4ame concern* 
ing theth. in 

Their notions of a future ftate are difterent ; moft of them believe that immediately 
after the death of any perfon he goes to another world, where he lives in the fame 
charafter as here, and makes ufe of all the ofierings of his friends and relations made 
here after his death ; but they have no idea of future rev irds,or punilhments, for the 
good or ill aftions of their pail life ; except fome of them, who take it for g-ar^ed, 
that the deceafed are immediately conveyed to a famous river, fituate in th j in-land 
country, called Bofm nque : (»uppofing this to be taken in a fpiritual fenfe, becaufe it .: 
vifibly appears vhat the body is left with them). It is here their god inquires what 
fort of life they have li^ed : have they religioufly obferved the holy-days, dedicated to 
their god, abftained from all forbidden meats, and mviolably kept their oaths ; they 
are gently wafted over the river, to a land abounding in all kinds of happinefs, not 
unlike Mahomet’s Paradife ; but if, on the contrary, the departed hath finned againll 
any of the mentioned rules, his god plunges him into the river, where he is drowned 
and buried in eternal oblivion. 

Others are perfuaded, that, after death, they are tranfported to the land of the Blacks 
or Whites, and changed into white men ; this is fomewhat like the metempfyehofis of 
Pythagoras, and ferves to hint how much more honourable they account the while 
men beyond themfelves. 

The in-land Negroes inform thofe Blacks who live amongfl; us, that a great Feticheer 
or prieft lives in a very fine houfe far in-land ; of which they relate nothing but 
miracles: they affirm, that the winds and weather are at his command, and that he^ 
can change them at pleafure; that though his houfe is without any roof,^yet it is 
always iheltered from ^ain ; that he not only knows all things paft, but can as accu- 
rately foretel all future events as if they were prefent before his eyes, and cflres all 
forts of difiempers : in Ihort, he knows fo much, and does fuch wonderful things, 
that Father Marcus Avianus would be obliged to ftand bare, and was indeed notlAg 
compared with hiip. His countrymen affert, that all thofe near his abode muft 
appear before and be examined by him ; upon which, if they are found to have led a 
good life, he fends them away in peace to a happy place : but if on the contrary, he 
kills them a fecond time with a club made on purpofe for that ufe, and placed before 
his dwelling-place, that it may always be ready at hand. From hence you may eafily 
infer, whether this Negro is not incredibly reverenced and efteemed by ‘his country- 
men:; and, indeed, they look upon him as a fort of demi-^od: fo llily hath this, 
arch'cheat iiriinuated this great opinion of himfelf into the minds of his neighbours, 
that (this being no old Itory, he at prefent living) they every day relate frelh miracles 
of him. i 0 \ 

By this you may fee, that the conjurors and miracle-mongers are no ftrange things 
amongft Ae Negroes ; they firmly believe in them, but in a different maimer from our 
European ridiculous opinioniits ; who are perfuaded no conjuror can do aity feats with- 
out the help of the devil : for, on the contrary, the Negroes da no*, doubt but that 
itis.agift of God, and though it is in reality a down-right cheat, yet they, ignorant 
of the fraud, fwallow it as a miracle, and above human power ; but that Ae devil 
may not in the leaft participate of Ae honour, they aferibe it all to God : and, for my 
, 'Voi«*xw., 3 Vpart, 
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part, if there were any men endowed with fuch fupematural qualme8j‘’i 0io«il4 ear- 
tainly agree with the Negroes in afcribing it to God, and not to the devil. 

Since we are got on this fubjeft, I mnft not forget to inform you that the Negroes 
believe that there is a devil, and that he frequently does them a great deal of mifchief : 
but what authors write, that they pray and make offerings to him, is utterly falfe. If 
I miftake not, I have read in Oliver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink, 
without throwing fome portion of it to the earth for the devil ; but this is a great 
miflake ; it is true, indeed, that before they eat or drink, they are accuftomed to throw 
away fome, but this is not for the devil, they won’t oblige him fo far ; it is for their falfe 
god, or foraetiraes for their deceafed friend. 

The devil is annually banifhed all their towns with abundance of ceremony, at an 
appointed time fet apart for that end. I have twice feen it at Axira, where they make 
the greatefl ftir about it. This proceffion is preceded by a feaft of eight days, accom- 
panied with all manner of finging, fkipping, dancing, mirth, and jollity ; in which 
time a perfedl lampooning liberty is allowed, and fcandal fo highly exalted, that they 
may freely fing of all the faults, villanies, and frauds of their fuperiors as well as in- 
feriors, without punifhment, or fo much as the leaft interruption ; and the only way 
to flop their mouths is to ply them luftily with drink, which alters their tone imme- 
diately, and turns their fatirical ballads into commendatory fongs on the good qualities 
of him who hath fo nobly treated them. 

On the eighth day, in the morning, they hunt out the devil with a difmal cry, all 
running one after another, throwing of excrements, ftohes, wood, or any thing tliey can 
come at, as thick as hail, at Satan’s pofleriors. When they have driven him far enough 
out of town, they all return ; and thus conclude their eight days divine or rather 
diabolical fervice. From hence we may obferve, that they believe there are more 
devils than one, becaufe he is driven out of above one hundred towns at the fame 
"time. And to make fure that he doth not return to their houfes, the women w'afh and 
fcour all *hcir wooden and earthen vcOels very neat, to free them from all uncleannefs 
and th« devil. 

The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the devil in the fame manner : but thefe poor 
twitches are tormented with a worfe devil, though they call him a god. This is a 
giant, one tide of his body being found, the other rotten, which if any perfon do but 
touch he dies immediately (which I believe without the leaft Icruple). This over- 
grown devil, or god (for the dilFcrencc is not very great), they endeavour to appeale 
with eatables ; to which purpofe thoufands of pots or troughs of victuals are continually 
found ftanding throughout the whole Antefe country j fo that he muft have a worfe 
than canine appetite if he hath noi his belly full. 

They ftedfaftly believe the apparition of fpirits and ghofts, and that they frequently 
difturb and terrify fome people : fo that when any, but more el'pecially any conlidor- 
able perfon dies, they perplex one another with horrid fears, proceeding from an 
opinion that he appears for feveral nighte fucccffivcly near his late dwelling. 

They have no other ftjlemn times or feltivals, befides that when their harveft is com- 
pk^ated, which wc call their Fair, and that of banlfhing the devil. 

Excepting what the Negrois have learned of the Europeans, they have no notion 
of the divifions of the year into months and weeks ; but reckon their time by the 
fhlning of the moon ; whence they likewife colletf when it is proper to fow : but that 
they have long been acquainted with the divifion of months into weeks and days, feems 
very probable to me, by reafon each day of the week has its proper name in their Ian*, 
guage^ Their fabbath falls on our Tuefday, but in Ante, like that of the*Maho-^ 
' ( metans. 
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metans, oh Tnday ; and differs from other days no otherwife, than that no perfon is 
then permitted to fifh : but all other works are allowed without the loaft interruption 
as freely as on other days. x 

The in-land Negroes divide time in a very ftrange manner, into lucky and unlucky : 
in fome countries the great fortunate time lads, nineteen, and the leffer (which is diffe- 
rent from the 'other) 1‘evcn days; and betwixt ihefe are fevcn ill or unfortunate day.,, 
which is a fort of vacation to them, for then they do not travel, till their land, or un- 
dertake any thing of confequence, but remain altogether idle. I’he inhabitants of 
Aquamboe arc more bigotted in this particular than an’ of the reft : for befides that 
they will not refolve concerning any aftairs on thefe day.;, they will not willingly accept 
any prefents made them, but fend them back again, or at leaft caufe them be kept 
in a certain place af irt until the lucky days come. 

"Who firft fettled this diftinftion of good and bad days, I cannot determine ; nor do 
I believe any perfon can : all that I can conjefture of the reafon of them is, that, perhaps, 
fome leading man amongft them might have been fortunate on the one, and unfortunaite 
on the other ; upon an obfervation of which he might refolve to form it into a rule, to 
which he would adjuft the remainder of his life, and that others confequently following 
his example, it grew firft into a cuftom, and afterwards into a law. 

I’hc inhabitants of one country differ very much from thofe of another in this par- 
ticular : this nation accounting their happy days at one time, and that fixing them at 
another ; whilft the Coaft Negroes do not trouble themfelves therewith in the^leaft, but 
believe all times alike. 

On the Gold'Coaft the natives are not in the leaft acquainted with image-worfliip, but 
at Arbra there are thoufands of idols. 

Believing I have fufficiently enlarged on the religion of the Guineans, I ihall take 
leave of that fubjedl ; and to fill up a fmall vacancy in this letter, juft hint fomething of 
their ftrange fuperftition, nothing unc.;mmon ever happening which is not attributeti 
to fome miracle or another : of which I could tire you and myfelf with infiSnees, that 
happened fince 1 have been here ; but to avoid that, I fliall coutcUc myfelf with One 
inftance of a ihoufimd. » 

In November 1698, the King of Commany, formerly our utter enemy, was 
killed at Cabocors by the Englifti ; a few days after which our chief faflior at Elmina 
happened to die, to the great grief of the Negroes, who all unanimoufly agreed, that 
the before-mentioned King of Commany had called him to the Elifian fields; and 
that fince he had no opportunity when alive to fend any of our chief men thither, he 
had taken this opportunity after his death of obliging one to follow him, out of re- 
venge, and that we might have the lefs reafon to triumph, on occafiop of his death. 
Thus far and farther extends their horrid fuperftition ; but we (hall leave them and 
it as impoflible to be feparated, and conclude this with my hearty refpe£l to yourfelf 
and lady, &c. 


!• 2 


vriER 



4P4 


JSOJSMAl^ ^VINBA. 


LETTER XI. — Of the Oovernment of the Negroes, luhich by reafon of the JhmU Pvwcr 
vefied in the Caboceroes is very loofely and irregularly managed. — The Difference be- 
tween monarchical and republican Government — What fort of Government that of Axini 
is ; how their Courts of Juji ice arc held, and how Jujlice is difiributed ; what Credit 
is to be given to Evidences. •— The extenjive Authority of our Fadlor at Axim. — Eu- 
siijhments of Murther and Thievery. — Refpebl of Perfons thought no Injufiicc, and 
wherefore. — Stealing of Men and Cattle feverely punijlsed. — The Office of Judge re- 
dounds very much to the Advantage of our Fador at Axim, as appears by a farther 
Explanation. — The unjufi Way of recovering Debts, which is two or threefold ; Wars 
arife from hence ; the Reafons which fometimes engage them in a War, which is very 
cheap ; The military Force of the Negroes living on the Coaji near the Sea is very incon- 
Jiderable : their Cowardice in Battle ; their Manner of fighting ; of their plundering ; 
the Authority of theis; Priejis in War ; their ufual Arms ; Power and Prerogative of 
their Kings ; they live in no great State, nor are in the leaf reverenced ; their Reve- 
nue ; the Poverty of fame of them ; Education of their Children very mean. — The Ojficr 
of a King or chief Perfon. 

Sir, 

YOUR obliging letter, dated the 4th of Odober, was very welcome, and fo fpcedily 
brought tD me by the Ihip the Flying Dragon, that from hence only flie might very- 
well deferve that name ; though I could wim on other occafions fhe were not found 
fo fwift ; for when our Company’s fliips are juft at her heels, inftead of the two wing.% 
the painter has beftowed on her, flie feems rather to have four by her expedition, fhe 
being no fooner difeovered but fhe gets out of fight ; well, however, if we cannot catch 
her, may God grant her a fafe palfage rather than Ihe fall into the enemy’s hands. 

It is with a great deal of fatisfadion I am informed tliat you have received and are 
fo well pleafed with my letters, treating of this Coaft, and that you like that part de- 
feribingthe Comraanian wars fo well as to thank me for my trouble, and earneftly defire 
that I will impart what is yet wanting to complete the defign, to excite me to which 
you all along praife my endeavours. This is what mdeed might prevail upon a perfon 
of a humour different from mine ; but I am too confeious of my own imperfedions to 
be ignorant how far the complimental commendations your civility beftows, belong to 
me, and am not in the leaft moved by them ; but if you would urge me to proceed, 
you ought to ufe no other arguments than that it is your defire, and the obligations I 
have to you are the moft prevalent which can be offered. This I am writing, as a proof 
of my zealous ihclinations to ferve you, fince I am not in hafte likely to obtain another 
opportunity, is like to take in as much matter as would fill one and a half or two 
letters. 

Our prefent fubjeds are, the government, adminiftration of government, and’ wars 
of the Negroes j each of which I ftiall but imperfedly touch upon, becaufe the two 
former win naturally ^1 in on fome future occafions, and the laft you have already 
had a fpecimen of in the relation of Cbmmany -, and to conclude this letter,. I defign to- 
fliow you the Guineji Kings in their brighteft luftre and glory. 

The government of the Negroes is ^ry licentious and irregular, which only proceeds 
from the fmall authority of their chief men or Caboceroes, and frequent wars are 
occafioned by their Tenul& government and abfurd cuftoms. 
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The difference betwixt the adminiftration of the government of monarchies and com- 
monwealths is here very great. Of the former, the power and jurifdiftion being vefted 
in afmgle perfon, 1 fhall not fay much at prefent ; but fhall only fpeak of the republics ; 
amongfl which that of Axim and Ante feeming the moft like regular, I fhall reprefent 
them as inftances of the reft ; though indeed the beft of their governments and methods, 
of adminiftration of juftice are fo confufed and perplexed, that they are hardly to be 
comprehended, much lefs, then, are tlicy to be exprefted with any manner of connexion 
on paper. 

The government of Axira confifts of two parts, the firft whereof is the body of 
Caboceros, or cliief men j the other the Manceros Oi- young men. All civil or pub- 
lic affairs which^ commonly occur are under their adminiftration; but wh.’t concerns 
the whole lanjj a .d are properly national affairs, as making of peace and war, the 
raifing tributriry impofitions to be paid to foreign nations (which feldom happens), that 
fells under the cognifance of both parts or mt mbers of the government : and on thefe 
occafions the Manceros often manage with a i'uperior hand, efpecially if the Caboceros 
are not very rich in gold and flaves, and confequently able by their afliftance to bring 
over the other to their fide. 

Their diftribution of juftice is in the following manner If one of the Negroes 
hath any pretenfion upon another, he doth not go empty-handed,' but loaded with 
prefents of gold and brandy (the latter of which is here of a magnetic virtue), and 
applies himfelf to the Caboceros ; after the delivery of which he ftates his cafe to them, 
deliring they will difpatch his caufe with the firft opportunity, and obb'ge his adverfary 
to an ample fetisfaftion. If they are refolved to favour him highly, a full council is 
called immediately, or at fertheft within two or three days, according as it is moft con- 
venient ; and after having maturely confulted, judgment is given in his favour, and 
that frequently as direftly oppofite to juftice as to any other reafon than the received 
bribe, 

But on the contr'^ry, inftead of favouring, are they incenfed againft the jSlaintiff, or 
have they received a larger bribe from his adverfary, the juft eft caufe in the world can- 
not proteft him from judgment againft him ; or if right appear too plainly on his fide,, 
to avoid an enfuing fcandal, they will delay and keep off a trial, obliging the injured 
perfon, after tedious and vain folicitations, to wait in hopes of finding jufter judges- 
hereafter, which perhaps does not htqipen in the courfc of his life, and fo of confe- 
quence the fuit devolves upon his heirs as an inheritance ; who, whenever an opportunity- 
offers, though thirty years after, know very well how to make ufe of it ; as I myfelf 
have feveral times had fuch caufes come before me, that one would be apt to think it 
were impoflible they fhould remember fo long, confidering they want the afliftance o£ 
reading and writing. 

It fometimes fells out that the plaintiff, or perhaps the defendant, finding the caufe 
given againft him contrary to reafon, is too impatient to wait to have juftice done him,, 
but makes ufe of the firft favourable one of fe'jting fuch a quantity of gold or goods as 
is likely to repair his damage, not only from his adverfary or debtor, but the firft which 
fells in his way, if at leaft he does but live in the fame city or village ; and what he 
poffeffed himfelf of, he will not re-deliver till he receive plenary fatisfeOion, ahd is at 
peace with his adverfary, or is obliged to it by force. If he be ftron^ enough to defend 
himfelf and his capture, he is fure to keep it, and thereby engage a third perfon in the 
fuit on account of the feizure of his effefts for fecurity, who hath his remedy on the 
perfon on whofe account he hath fuffered this damage ; fo that hence "proceed frequent 
musders, and fometimes wars are thereby occafioned, but of this more hereafter. 
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3ut if the fefnteilce of the Caboceros be juft, or the caufe come to our fort to be 
decided in pref(mce of our faftor, the difpute is amicably concluded by adjiiging it 
againft him who the evidence prove is in the wrong, and it is found has not a fufficient 
plea to offer in his defence to clear hirafelf of it : but if on the other fide he can clear 
himfelf by witnefles, he is difcharged ; and if neither of the parties have any evidence, 
the accufed clearing himfelf upon oath is difcharged ; which, if he cannot do, he is , 
liable to have judgment paffed againft him to pay what is charged on him, provided 
that the plaintiff has given in his charge upon oath, which he is always obliged to do. 

The oath of purgation is preferred before the oath of accufation ; ibr if the plaintiff 
prove his complaint by two, or but one wimefs, the defendant is not allowed to fwear. 

This frequently occafions fome very ill accidents, perjury being no i^w thing among 
the Negroes ; and he that is injured this way, is fure to Watch all opportunities of re- 
venge. But this injuftice very feldom or never occurs any where but at diftant and 
far in-land places, where our faftors can take no cognizance of it : but all fuits arifing 
amongft or near our forts, are determined by the fentence of the fadlor and the (la- 
boceros, and fo remain decided for ever, their judgment being ftriftly obligatory, and 
admitting of no appeal but to the diredtor-gencral, in cafe the fadlor and Caboceros 
have been mifinformed in the caufe, which fcarcely ever happens ; fo the Negroes pay 
the fine they are condemned in with the utmoft willingnefs. What thefe fines are, and 
how proportioned to crimes, I lhall immediately inform you. 

Thus you fee, when a law>fui& is begun, we can end it without the afliftance of 
attornies or counfellors, in^a much Ihorter time, and perhaps with as much juftice, as 
where thofe gentlemen are moft employed ; though I muff own that the caufes here 
are feldom fo difficult and puzzling as to require the advice or afliftance of council ; for 
the caufes, plantiffs, defendants, and judges, are equally fimple, and upon a level ; fo 
I leave to your judgment whether this is to be commended or blamed. 

‘As to the ufual penalties : firft, murder is puniftied two feveral ways ; one is by the 
death of the murderers, and the other by a pecuniary mulct, which again is of two 
forts, with refpeft to the free, and thofe who arc not fo,; that is, the free-born and 
the flaves. 

It is very feldom that any perfon is here executed for murder, if he either hath any 
effefts himfelf, or hath any rich friends to pay the appointed fine. 

If anybotly kill a free-born Negro of Axira, and the murder is to be remitted by a 
fine, the old ufual fum of five hundred crowns is demanded of him, though the whole 
demand is feldom paid, the murderers generally getting fome abatement, according as 
the relations of the murdered perfon ftand affected, for it is at their choice to be con- 
tented with as .little as they pleafe, and them only he is obliged to agree with ; quite 
contrary to what a certain writer affirms, viz. that the fines accrue to the King, which 
is fo falfe, that he has no pretence to the leaft lhare, unlefs he hath been afliftant in 
the getting of them, when, indeed, he is paid for his trouble only. 

The mentioned five hundred crowns iv to be underftood of a common free Negro, 
but on account of a confiderable perfon I have known the fine augmented to ten times 
that fum ; which, indeed, ftiould not fuffice, there being too many that would willingly 
give five hundred crowns to remove a chief man out of the way ; whetefore the fine, 
in this cafe, is left to the diferetion of the judges. 

The murder of a flave is ufually fined fix-and- thirty crowns, but it is in this cafe as 
in the firft, if the murderer ftand hard he obtains an abatement of the injured perfon, 
who feldojn gets above a chain or ftring of gold of above thirty-two crowns. 
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But if a murderer cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood for blood, and is 
accordingly epcOcuted in a miferable and cruel manner j for they do in a fort kill him a 
thoufand times, by cuttmg, hacking, pricking, or running him through the body, and 
Ihooting him, or whatever elfe they can invent to torture him, unicfs our faftor fends 
for him out of their hands, and orders his crime to be punilhed by ftriking off his 
guilty head. Next to murder, thievery and adultery is mod feverely puniflied, but at 
prefent we lhall only touch on the former, referving the latter for another place. 

Robbery is commonly puniflied by the reftoration of the ftolen goods, and paying a 
fine; in the adjudging of which, particular regard is had to the value of the ftolen 
goods, the place where and by whom the faft is com litted : for example, one is fined 
twenty crowns,, befides what he hath ftolen, and another for robbery, every equal, 
fhall be fined o6.e hundred or more, and that without the leaft injuftice, I mean ac- 
cording to their ancient municipal cuftoms, of which a faflor, who fits in judgment, 
ought not to be ignorant, left, according to his own opinion only, he pronounces an 
improper fentence. Refpe<ft of perfons in the adminiftration of juftice, is not here 
looked upon as the leaft injuftice, though the bell effedl of this is, that the rich are 
commonly more feverely handled than the poor, which they think reafonable on two 
accounts : firft, the rich were not urged to it by necefllty ; and, fecondly, they can 
better fpare the money ; for nobody is here fined above his ability, unlefs, by an accu- 
mulation of crimes, he hath given occafion thereto, and then he is fent into llavery. 
This is the true reafon why a difereet Negro, though he is rich, will always pretend 
poverty, left he or fome of his relations, railing into the hands of the judges, fliould 
be too hai dly ufed on that account. 

The Healing of men is puniflied with rigid feverity, and fometimes with death itfelf ; 
and they are equally fevere againft the ftealers of cattle, as hogs, flieep, &c. And 
herein they agree with our opinion, for the dumb beaft cannot defend itfelf, nor call 
any to its afliftance. They will ratl^-er put a man to death for ftealing a Iheep, dian 
killing a man, more cfpecially in tliofe places where they are free from any fubjeftion 
to the Europeans, who generally punifli it by a pecuniary mulf> only ; whether it be 
that they are not fond of blood, or that they love the profit which accrues to them 
thereby, that I leave to you to determine, fince I have betbre informed you that the 
Neg rocs under our government had rather it fliould be atoned by a fine, but not ex- 
torted by avarice inftead of juftice. And, according to this rule, I fquared my conduct 
in my judge’s office, of which I lhall hereafter give you an inftance. 

All fines which occur at Axim are paid into the fador’s hands, who diftributes them 
to the injured perfons, firft deduding his fee, which not many years pall was very con- 
fiderable, but not long fince was diminiflied by a certain gentleman, and the fador 
Itridly ordered not to demand more tiian eight crow'iis for the dedifion of the moft 
important fuit which fliould come before him ; and not only that, but if offered, he 
was commanded to refufe it ; an order really too fevere, to hinder another’s doing 
good, and not permit him to receive and ufe his juft perquifites at pleafure. This 
gentleman pretended thereby to fliew his'tendernefs to the Blacks, but myfelf and 
leveral others were of another opinion : its true fource was pure envy, which would 
not fuffer him to let any of the officers of the Company, his fellow-fervants, to get 
any thing, nor indeed any but himfelf, of which his continual ^management with the 
Blacks Was but too convincing a proof : for if he himfelf decided any caufe for them, 
or fined them for any crime, he was not content to be paid eight crowns only, but, 
on the other hand, fometimes enhanced the price to fome hundreds ; and I believe the 
A«cim fadors, finding this law fo exorbitantly broken by Us maker, have not the leaft 
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regard to it: nor are they in the wrong, for it direftly claihes with the old^xnucroal 
cuftoms of the country ; and for my part, if it had been made before my coming into 
that office; I Ihould not have taken much notice of it ; but by afting conlonant to their 
ancient uhiges, have gained the affeftion of the Blacks more than by following any 
innovation ; and this very law-giver, on the contrary, by unjuft management and his 
tfKOrbitant avarice, was only expofed to their implacable hatred and inveterate curfes. 
But. enough on this head : I (hall next Ihcw what are tire perquifttes which accrue to 
^e^aftor at Axim, by the exercife of his judicial office. 

For inftance, if a Negro be fined one hundred crowns for a crime, the fa&or's fliare 
is two-thirds, and the alTembly of Caboceros have the remaining third. But on ac- 
count of murder, robbery, or the forcing the paynrfent of debts,' three-fourths of the 
whole are >the complainant’s, and the remainder belongings to the fa£loFand the Cabo- 
ceros, is divided according to the mentioned proportion of one-third to the Caboceros, 
and two-thirds to the fafiior, which render it much more advantageous for the factor to 
be judge here than in our own country, fuppoling our European judges to nQ. honellly ; 
what they get by unlawful means, as I am ignorant, I do not »lefire to be better 
informed. Thefe judicial fees are, or at leaft before this order were, paid very freely, 
v/ithout the leaft fcruple by the Negroes ; even thofe for whom the faftor had got in 
a debt, were very well contented to pay one-fourth part of the whole receipt, and this 
w'as as firmly fettled as the price of bread at Amfterdam. 

I (hall, according to my promife. by way of digrellion, infert a relation of a caufe 
depending when I was kuftor at Axim. In the country of Ancober, which hath 
long been fubjetl to Axim, lived two Caboceros, both confiderable men, who for 
feveral years had been engaged in a difpute, each pretending that the other was born 
his (lave, and by inheritance he had an inviolable right over him ; this was a very per- 
plexed caufe, each of them feemed to back his pretence with reafon, and a proof de- 
duced from many years paft ; infomuch, that thp Caboceros of Ancober found them- 
felves puzzled how to decide it ; and both parties being agreed to plead the caufe before 
me, and expefl: my determination ; not that they thought me wifer than their country- 
men and honourable council, but only that it might be ended by my power ; accordingly 
it came before my judgment-feat, and though I patiently fpent one whole day in hear- 
ing the caufe, yet I allure you, at the end, I \vas juft as wife as at the beginning, each 
of them confirming his pretenfion by fo many witnefles, and feeming to nave fo much 
right of his fide, that I could not tell whom to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this litigious fuit, I a(ked them if they were both contented to fubmit to my de- 
cifion ; to which he freely confenting, I fpoke to them in reconciling terms, alTuring 
them that all which they pretended, on each fide, feemed jeafonable ; wherefore it was 
impoffible to decifle which of them was in the right, the proper witnefles of this caufe 
being all long fince dead, and that all the evidence they had brought v/as not valid, k 
being only by hear-fay, and the merits of the caufe confequently forgotten ; having 
thus prepared them as cautioufly as I could, and obferv^d that they both feemed to 
agree to it, I made difficulties of deciding tlie dilpute, by telling them that before they 
went out of my fort it was my requeft they (hould be perfedtly reconciled, and own 
each other for free-roen ; and that he who mould ever pretend that the other was his 
Have, sfliovild be liable to a fevere fine. 

They both feemed very well fatisfied witli this determination, embracing each other, 
nnd vowing an eternal friendfliip : and the more effedually to convince me of their 
fiitisfatftion, they each of them made me a very good prefent for putting an end to 
their quarreV: and, indeed, I really believed all was forgotten and forgiycii. But two 
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or three mondlB afterwards one of them hired two rufEans to murther the other in his 
own houfe, which they did by ihooting hinv through the head : at which I bemg very 
much incenfed, confidering it as a thing of dangerous confequence by no means to be 
fuffered in a well-governed commonwealth, as we fay, but to be exemplarily puniflied 
in order to deter others from fuch praftices, fent fome of my principal officers to An- 
cober with orders to have the murtherers delivered over to me, that I might bring them 
to condign punilhment : but they boldly anfvvered them, tliat they were not fubjeft to 
their mafter, and that he might exercife his authority whore he had jnrifdi£tion. This 
angered me yet t.'orfe, for by this not only myfelf but fLc authority of the Company 
was affronted and diminifhed j to keep up which nothing ought to be negle£l:ed. ■T’^pon 
which I foon ref|||ked to go to that country, accompanied with fome of our people, 
and being gotten^ mt three miles from our fort, I found about five hundred armed 
Negroes, imagining, / fuppofe, the fight of them would terrify me : but on the con- 
trary, as foon as the mutual falutations were pafied, I afked them why they denied and 
affronted the authority of the Company, and did not confider what mifehief it would 
pull down on their heads : to which they anfwered, that they were belied, for they 
never pretended to forfeit the protection of the Hollanders, or withdraw their obedience, 
fince the former was fo advantageous to their country. Having thus far received fa- 
tisfaClion, I demanded the murtherers to be delivered to me in order to their punifh- 
ment ; but this they pofitively denied, but told me, perhaps they would punifli them 
themfelves. Upon this I took my leave of them and %’as going away, but threatened 
them withal, that from this time forward I fhould believe they all had a hand in the 
murther, and that I would certainly fecure all of their countrymen I could get into my 
power, and punifh them as murtherers : this had fuch a good effbd, that they imme- 
diately confulted together, and fent fome of their people to defire me to give them a 
little time to confider of my demand, upon which they w'ould bring me an anfwer. f. 
ftaid about a quarter of an hour; aifer which they brought me the malefaCbors 
fettered, only defired me that I would not be too hafty in punifhing them, but only 
flay till they were all prefent, which I promifed them ; and returned with the criminals, 
very well fatisfied with my expedition. 

Scarce three days after, all the chief men of Ancober came and fhewed themfelves 
before my fort, requefting that I would acquaint them how I intended to punifh the 
murtherers ; they were anfwered, by beheading them. And to ftrike a great terror, I 
caufed the executioner with his inftruments to appear. Upon which they fet up a 
difmal lamentation, and begged that I would, in compliance with the cuftom of their 
country, fuffer the crime to be atoned with money : though I defired nothing more, 
yet I flood dff as though I was not to be perfuaded to that until the relations of the 
inurthered perfons, who were already appeafed, came and defired me, and what was 
moll perfuafive, offered me the whole fine : this was what I aimed at ; but, however, 
to fhew myfelf as generous as they, I was fatisfied with half the fum, and fo w'e were 
both very well contented, and the criminals, vslio were the children of confiderable 
people, were fet at liberty. This I have related at large, tq. fhew you how we manage 
ourfelves here to keep up our authority and refpedl ; which is fo confiderable, that 
no Negro is permitted, without leave of the faflor, to decide any caufe, upon forfeiture 
of all that is thereby gained. In my time a Negro came to defire me to get him a 
debt, which I promifed, and performed accordingly; but the debtor, who was no 
very good friend of his, informed me that this debt was contra£led by lymg with the 
other's wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboceros. The plaintiff coming for his 
•money, 1 a&ed him if he did not know that it was all forfeit, he having ended the 

voii. XVI. 3 G affair 



410 « BOSMAN^S GUINKA. 

affair without my knowledge ; he frankly confeffed that it was, and begged I would 
give him but one fourth part of it; but finding him fo moderate, I gave him half; 
for which he very fubmiflively thanked me, and went away very joyful. 

This is intended to prevent the Negroes having any opportunity of forming any dc- 
figns ill oppofition to us, or to our difadvantage. 

But to return to where I left off : at feveral places on the Coaft, debts are recovered 
in a very unjiift and villainous manner, efpccially in thofo places w'herc we have 
little or no power, or in fouie of the kingdoms. *A rafcally creditor in thofe places, 
inllcad of aiking his money of his debtor, and funiinoning him before the judges in 
cafe of refulal, feizes the firft thing he can meet with, though of fix times the value 
of his debt, without any regard who is the proprietor, who, when 1^ comes to afk for 
it, is told that he muff go to fuch a perfon, who is his dbbtor, and nmft pay him for it : 
and this nobody can hinder, fo he goes immediately to alk the other for money for his 
goods. This is very extravagant juftice, the firft creditor has fix times the value of 
his debt, and if the fecond is as unreafonable as the firft, and affirms that he would 
not part with his goods for a lefs price, the creditor is obliged to give him full llitii- 
faftion, in imitation of an old Roman law ; wdiich, if any perlon was injured in 
his honour and reputation, the injurer was obliged to pay fucli a fum as the injured 
Ihould fwear he would not fuffer the damages for lefs, if left to his choice. It is true, 
indeed, this courfe is generally taken in cafe of fmall debts : but, however, the poor 
wretch that is the debtor, is fomctinies obliged to pay a fhilling for a debt of one penny 
improportion. This is not to be oppofed, for the creditor is more potent than he, and 
is upheld in it, perhaps by the King, or the great ones : this happens daily ; and 
feveral men are thereby enriched upon a poor eftatc ; and this here bears the name 
of juftice ; but in my opinion it is abominably diftorted. Some Negroes have yet 
another way to force money out of people : which is, that one of thefe inlolent fellows 
goes to a perfon, and tells him that he hath received fuch damage by his fon, ne- 
phew, Have, or fomebody elfe depending on him ; for which he comes to alk fatif- 
faftion of him, threatening him that elfe he will murther or forely wound him or fhoot 
fomebody elfe at hivS coft ; and if this villain have courage enough to put it into exe- 
cution, as I have twice feen it happen, the other itmft fufler the fame as if he had 
done it. 

Befides their accuftoined diftribution of juftice above deferibed, they have yet a 
very odd fort of julUcc, which is under the dirertion and adminiftralion of the Man- 
ceros, who have erefted a Ibrt of judicial focicty in every confiderablc village, whole 
province it is to adjudge all trivial crimes that ftiall appear before them, and of thefe 
the Negroes .are very frequently guilty; I mean beating, cur/ing, or reviling one 
another : upon which the perfon »who thinks himfelf injured, applies to the Manceros 
much in the following terms, viz. fuch a perfon hath injured me, I foil or furrencler 
him to you ; punifti him according to his defert. Upon which thefe gentlemen with 
utmoft diligence take him into cuftocj^, and after a very fuperficial enquiry into his 
crime, lay a fine of fome crowns upon him ; which if he Iccins unwilling to pay, as 
being unjuftly impofed on him, they not having heard what he had to /ay in his de- 
fence, the Manceros not at all concerned hcrcat only go to the market, where they 
take up as much goods on his account as the amount of the fine ; which he is, though 
unwilling, forced to pay ; and they have no fooner received this money, but it is fpeut 
in palm-wine and brandy. 

The oftences which thefe Manceros ufually fine are fo various and ridiculous, that I 
have not patience enough to particularize any of tliem ; it is enough that I iaforin you ^ 
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rtiat if thefe Idje judges have nothing to do the whole day, and confequently get no 
money to make them drink ; their time is only fpent in contriving to bring in fome- 
body on one pretence or another in order to i'urnifli them with liquor. 

lUie confultations with the Caboceros in conjuudlion with the Manceros principally 
relating to war, we fhall at prefent touch upon. 

When they arc defirous of entering into a war, on account of ambition, plunder, or 
to affilt other countries already engaged in a wiir, thefe two councils confult together : 
but other wife the greateft part of*their wars are chiefly occafioned by the recovery of 
debts, and the t'ifputes of forne of the duel people an^ mg them. I have formerly 
hinted foincthing.on this fubjetl, with promife to proceed farther on it. 

I’he firmdl Jj^ce of ncii^hbourihg nations is frequently broken in the ’xrliowing 
manner : — One of leading men in one country hath money owing him from a per- 
fon in an adjacent country, which is not lb fpeedily paid as he defires; on which he 
caufes as many goods, freemen, or flaves to be feized by violence and rapine in the 
country where his debtor lives, as will richly pay him : the men fo feized he claps in 
irons, and if not redeemed fells them, in order to raife money for the payment of the 
debt ; if the debtor be an honeft man and the debt juft, he immediately endeavours 
by the fatisfaflion of his creditors to free his country-men : or if their relations are 
jjowcrful enough they will force him to it : but when the debt is difputable, or the 
ilebtor unwilling to pay it, he is fure to reprefent the creditor amongft his own country- 
men as an unjult man, who hath treated him in this manner contrary to all right, and 
that lie is not at all indebted to him : if he fo far prevails on his countrymen that they 
be!io\'e him, he endeavours to make fome of the other land prifoners by way of re- 
prizal ; after w'hich they confequently arm on each fide, and watch all opportunities of 
J'urprizing each other, 'fhey firfl: endeavour to bring the Caboceros over to their party, 
hecaul'e they have always fome men af their devoir j next the foldiers : and thus from 
a Trifle a war is occafioned betwixt two . uuntries, who before lived in amity, and coiT- 
limics till one of them be fubdued ; or, if their force be equal, till the principal men 
arc obliged to makepeace at the feque.d of the foldiers ; which frequently happens, 
fipecially about fowing time, when all the warriors defire to return to till the ground ; 
ior in Jerving in the war without pay, and defraying all cxpences out of their private 
iortuucs, they quickly grow tired j cfpccially if they get no adrantage of, and coufe- 
quenlly no plunder by the enemy. 

When the governors of one country are inclined to make war with thofe of another, 
perhaps on account that they make a better figure in their manner of living, or that 
t hey are richer ; fo that thefe have a mind to fome of their eifebfs : then they alfotnble 
together, in conjunflion with the Manceros, who alfo give their advice, and being 
young, and puft up with hopes of plunder, are eafily induced by the perfuafions of 
the Caboceros ; and the joint refolution is no fooner formed than every one prepares 
for war ; and being got ready, make an irruption into the defigned country, without 
giving the leaft notice or declaring war, urging^ much the fame real'ons with a prefent 
European potentate, “It is My royal will and pleafure, and for My glory.” And 
thus they kill and pillage each other. The injured nation, to revenge this perfidious 
breach of peace, if not powerful enough of itfelf, hires another to aflill it for lefs than 
3,000 1. fterling ; for which price the bell are heye to be had, \''ell armed and ap- 
pointed for an engagement : fo that, indeed, war is not here very dear, though at this 
cheap rate you cannot imagine the armies fo formidable that are hired for fuch trivial 
wages ; but plunder is their chief aim, inllead of which they often get good ftore of 
blow^, which prove all the perquifites to their mentioned wages. Thefe wages they 
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divide amongft:' the Caboceros and the Manceros ; but the former manage the afi^r 
fo cunningly, that the latter have not above four or five {hillings each, or {^rhaps half 
that film j for the leading men are fure to adjuft the account fo well in favour of 
ihemfelves, that a mighty refidue is not likely to be left to make a future dividend. 
But as for the plunder, though particularly appropriated to defray the expence of the 
war in the firft place, and the remainder to be divided, yet every man feizes the firfl 
part thereof he can lay hold on, without any regard to the public ; but if no booty is to 
be come at, the Manceros, like cats that have wet* their feet, make the be{l of their 
way home, not being obliged to ftay longer than they themfelves pleafe. Each is 
under a particular chieftain in a fort, though he can command only his Haves ; a free 
Negro not owning his authority, or fubmitting even to their kings,^ unlefs compelled 
by their exorbitant power, without which they live entirely at their own pleafure : but 
if their leader is difpofed to march up firft towards the enemy, he may, but will not, be 
followed by many. 

War, as I have twice before told you, is not fo expenfive as in Europe ; our four 
years war with the Commanyfehians (except the damage done to our trade) did not 
coft us in all fix thoufand pounds fterling ; for which fum we had fucce/Iively five 
nations in our pay. But I have formerly treated this fubjeft fo largely, that I need not 
fay any more of it at prefent. 

A national offenfive war may very well be managed here with four thoufand men in the 
field i but a defenfive requires more. Sometimes the number of what they call an army 
does not amount to more than two thoufand. From whence you may infer of what 
force the monarchies and republics on the coaft are, Fantyn and Aquamboc only ex- 
cepted ; the firft of which is able to bring an army of twenty-five thoufand men, and 
the latter a much larger. But the inland potentates, fuch as Akim, Afiantc, &c. arc 
not to be reckoned amongft thefe, they being able to overrun a country by their nume- 
rous armies ; though I cannot inform you any otherwife concerning thofe people, than 
what by Mnts we learn from the Negroes, who are not always to be believed. But as 
for the monarchies fituate near us, I dare affirm, that though eacn of the two contending 
armies wflre compofed of five or fix feveral nations, they would not together make 
twenty-five thoufand men j upon which account, joined to their cowardice, very few 
men are killed in a battle ; and that engagement is very warm which leaves one thou- 
fand men upon the place ; for they are fo timorous, that as foon as they fee a man fall 
by them, they run for it, and only think of getting fafe home. In the laft battle be- 
tween the Commanyfehians and thofe of Saboe, Acanni, Cabes-Terra, and two or three 
other countries, I do not believe that one hundred men were killed, and yet the Com- 
manyfehians d/ove their enemies out of the field, and obtained a complete viftory. 

They are very irregular in their engagements, not obferving the leaft fhadow of 
order ; but each commander hath his men clofe together in a fort of crowd, in the 
midft of which he is generally to be found ; fo that they attack the enemy man for 
man, or one heap of men againft anothji* ; and fome of their commanders feeing their 
brother-officer furioufly attacked, and fomewhat put to it, choofe rather to run with the 
hare than hold wkh the hounds, and that frequently before they had ftruck one ftroke, 
or ftood fo much.as one brufh ; and their friends whom they left engaged certainly fol- 
low them, if in the leaft preffed, imlefs fo entangled with the enemy that it is not for 
VTMt of good will if they do not ; but if no opportunity offers, though againff their 
will, they get the reputation of good foldiers. 

In fight, the Negroes do not ftand upright againft one another, but run {looping and 
liftening, that the bullets may fly over their heads. Others creep towards the enem^, 
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ifliii, bdng.eome clofe, let fly at them ; after which thm run away as &ft as tliey can, 
and, as if the devil were fure of the hindmoft, get to tn«r own army as foon ps poi®. 
^ in order to load thdr mtns and fall on again. In fliort, their ridiculous geftures, 
ftooping> creeping, and crying, make their fight more like monkeys playing together 
than a battle. ^ * 

The booty which the commonalty chiefly aim at are the prifoners and ornaments of 
gold, and Conte de Terra ; for fome, efpecially the in-Iand Negroes, arefo Ample as to 
dreft themfelves in the richeft manner poflible on thefe occafions ; wherefore they are 
frequently fo loaded with gold and Conte de Terra, thit they can fcarcely march. 

Common prifoners who cannot raife their ranfom, . re kept or fold for flaves at plea- 
fure; if they take any confiderable perfon, he is 'ery well guarded, and t ,cty high 
ranfom put upon him ; but ii the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the war be 
taken, they will not eafily admit him to ranfom, though his weight in gold were oifered, 
for fear he Ihould in future form fome new defign againft their repofe. 

The moft potent Negro cannot pretend to be infured from flavery, for if he ever 
ventures himfelf in the wars, it may eafily become his lot ; he is confequently obhged 
to remain in that Hate till the fum demanded for his redemption is fully paid, which 
withal is frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends, and all his intereft, are not fufB- 
cient to raife it ; on which account, he is forced to a perpetual flavery, and the moft con- 
temptible offices. Some amongft them are fo barbarous, that finding their hopes of a 
high ranfom fruftrated, they pay themfelves by cruelly murdering the wretched 
prifoner. ' , 

‘ Wars betwixt two defpotical Kings, who have their fubjefls entirely at their com* 
mand, are of a long duration, and frequently laft feveral years fucceffively, or till the- 
utter ruin of one of them ends the difpute. They frequently lie a whole year encamped 
againft each other without attempting any thing, a few diverting Ikirmifhqs excepted ; 
only againft rainy weather they each ■ turn home without molefting one another. •- 
'I'hough this is •'hiefly owing to their priefts, without w'hofe fuffrage tifey are not 
eafily induced to attempt a battle; they advife them againft ii, under pretence that 
their gods have not yet declared in favour of them ; and if they will attempt it notwith- 
ftanding, they threaten an ill iflue : but if thefe crafty villains obferve that their army 
is much ftrongcr than the enemies, and the foldiers well inclined to fighting, they al- 
ways advife to attempt it ; though with fuch a cautious referve, that if it fucceeds con- 
trary to expedation, they never want an excufe to bring themfelves off: the com- 
manders or foldiers have done this or that thmg, which they ought not to have done ; . 
for which reafon the whole army is punifhed. In Ihort, let the event prove how it 
will, the prieft is infallibly innocent, and his charader always maintains its own re-- 
putation. 

1 doubt not but I have fufficiently enlarged on their ridiculous' wars, ii I have not '* 
dwelt longer on them than they deferve ; wherefore I lhall relate the events which 
happened in my time, and apply myfelf to the defeription of their military arms. 

The chief oi thefe are mufquets or carabin®, in the management of which they are 
wonderfully dextrous. It is not unpleafant to fee them exerctfc their army ; they handle 
their arms fo cleverly, difeharging them feveral ways, one fitting, tj^e fecond creeping, 
or lying, &c. that it is really to be admired they never hurt ou.- ai\other. Perhaps you 
wonder how the Negroes come to be furnilhed with fire-arms, but you will have no 
reafon when you know we fell them incredible quantities, thereby obliging thum with a 
knife to cut our own throats. But we are forced to it ; for if we would not, they might 
be fufficiently ftored with that commodity by the Engliffi, Danes, and Bcandenburghers ; 
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and could we,slfl'ag>‘ee together not to fell them any, the Engliftiand Zealand ihteflc^ra 
wduld abundantly furnith them : and fince that and gun-powder for fortie time have 
been the chief vendible merchandife here, we fliould have found but an indifferent 
trade without our fliare in it. It were, indeed, to be wiflied that thel'e dangerous 
commodities had never been brought hither, or at leaft, that the Negroes might be in 
a Ihort time brought to be content with fomewhat elfe in_ their room : but this in all 
appearance is never likely. 

Next their guns, in tlie fecond place are their fwords, llraped like a fort of chopping, 
knives, being about two or three hands broad at the extremity, and about one at the 
handle, and about three or four fpans long at moll ; and a little enwked at the top. 
Thefe fabres are very ftrong, but commonly fo blunt that feveral Itrokes are neceffary 
to cut off a-head : they have a wooden guard, adorned ofi one fide, ind fometirnes on 
both, with fmall globular knobs, covered with a fort of fkin, whint others content 
themfelves with bits of rope finged black with the blood of flieep or other cattle, with 
the additional ornament of a bunch of horfe-hair, amongfl: people of condition thin 
gold plates are ufual *. to this weapon belongs a leather-fheath almoll open on one fide ; 
to which, by way of ornament, a tiger’s head, or a large red Ihell is hung ; both 
which are valuable here. Thefe fabres they wear when they go out at their left hip, 
hanging in a belt, which is girt about their waifls for that end, or (luck in their Paan, 
which is round about their bodies, and comes betwixt their legs, that they may run 
the fwifter ; befides which, they are begirt with a bandalier belt, with about twenty 
bandaliers.* They have a cap on their heads made of a crocodile’s fkin, adorned on ^ 
each fide with a red fliell, and behind with a bunch of horfe-hair, and a heavy iron-^ 
chain, or fomething elfe inftead of it, girt round their head. Thus appointed, with 
their bodies coloured white, our heroes look liker devils than men. 

Their other weapons are firll a bow and arrow ; but thefe are not much in vogue 
amUngft the Coafl Negroes, thofe of AquamUoe alone excepted, who are fo nicely 
dextrous it? (hooting, that in hare-hunting they will lodge their fmall fine arrows in 
what part of the hare’s body is defired. 'I'hcfe arrows have feathers at their head, and 
are pointed with iron. The Negroes of Awinee ufually poifon them ; but on the Coalt 
that pernicious cuflom is not praftifed, nor do they fo much as know what poifon is. 

Next follow the Alfagay or Haflagay, as fome call them, which are of two forts ; 
the fmaller forts are about aFlemilh ell, or perhaps half an ell longer, and very llcnder, 
and thefe they call as darts ; the fecond, or larger fort, are about twice as long and 
large as the former, the upper part pointed with iron like a pike ; Ibme of them are 
covered for the length of one fpan or two, though in all manner of lhapes. The Alfa- 
gay lerves theiq inftead of a fabre, that having their fhield in the left hand, they may 
the more conveniently dart the Alfagay with the right, for they have always fomebody 
or other to carry them after them. 

I.aft of all are their fhields, which ferve only as a defenfive covering of the body, 
and not to the offending any perfon. I hiave feen Negroes wondcroufly dextrous in the 
management of thefe fhields, which they hold in their left hand, and a fabre in the 
right ; and playing with both, they put their body into very ftrange poftures, and fo 
artificially cover tl^^mfelves with the fhield, that it is impoffible to come at them. Thefe 
fhields, which are about four or five foot long, and three broad, are made of ofiers ; 
fome of which a, e covered with gold leather, tigers* fkins, or fome other materials ; 
|(bme of them alfo have at each corner and in the middle broad thin copper-plates 
^ffened on; to ward off the arrows and the light Afl'agayes, as well as the blows of the 
fabre, if they are good, though they are not proof againft a mufquet-ball. 
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’ I tl^^iefe are all the weapons ufed amongft the Negroes, without I Ihould ^l 
you that fonie of them alfo are poffelTed of a few cannon ; it is indeed true, but tfifey 
life them in a very flovenly manner. The King of Saboe hath a very fmall number,' 
with which he hasheen in tlie field, but he never made ufe of them. Some of them, 
after once firing them, have fuifered the enemy to take them, as it happened to the 
Comraanyfehians ; after which, thofe who took them were ignorant of the ufe of them ; * 
fo that thefe monarchs’ cannon only ferves to flioot by way of compliment and falu- 
tation, of which the Blacks arc very fond. 

Promifes create a debt ; and at the beginning of this letter you have my word that 
it fhould conclude with the grandeur of their Kings; 1 1 purfuance of which, let us fee 
wherein it confiils. ' ^ 

The extent of t:;cir territories is fo frnall, that fome of them have not more land 
under their jarifditb'on than a fingle captain or bailiff of a village, and bear the fame 
name accordingly amongfl the Negroes : for before tlie arrival of the Europeans in this 
country, no higher title was known aniongll: them than that of captain or colonel, with 
this only difference, that the one was appropriated to a country, but the other to a vil- 
lage. But fiuce their converfation .with us, they, or rather we, make a diftindlion 
betwixt a king and a captain. The firft word by which it w'as exprefl'ed, was Obin or 
Abin, which ligniftcs captain in our language, but they always underftood by it a com- 
mander of a country, town, or nation, for our niafters of fhips generally affume the 
fame title ; and by the fame appellation would alfo be applied, without any diftinc- 
tion, tg our direftor-general and chief of forts, if we did not better inform the natives 
‘’li^of the difference. Kings are obliged in this country to preferve their power by dint of 
force ; wherefore the richer they are in gold and flaves, the more they are honoured 
and cflcemed ; and without thofe, they have not the leaft command over their fubjefts ; 
but on the contrary, would not only be obliged to pray, but pay their underlings to 
execute their commands. But if the ; jddefs Fortune has endowed them with a «kh 
fharc of treai’ure, titey are naturally cruel enough to govern their people ty/tanically, 
anil punifh them fo leverely in their purfes for trivial crimes, thanhey cannot forget it 
all the remainder of their lives ; and this is done with a feeming colour of jufiice ; for 
the King, having any thing to charge on another, delivers the matter into the hands of 
ihe Caboceros, and I'ubinits it to their decifion ; who, knowing his mind, are fure to 
aggravate the crime as much as poffible, and take care that their judgment be confonant 
to his royal will and pleafure. 

'file Kinj!;s in their dwellings, or, if I may fo call them, courts, do not diflinguilh 
themi'clves by keeping any flate. There is no guard at their palace-gates, nor anybody 
to wait on them ; and when they ftir abroad in their town, it is very feldom they are 
attended l>y any more company than two boys, one of w'hich carries* the fabre, the 
other the flool or chair ; and if they are met in the flreets, they are about as much 
complimented as a cobler amongil us, whom we hardly beflow a hat upon, if we kno'W 
him to be luch. The meaneit Have never ^ fliis one ftep out of the way on their ac- 
count. But on the contrary, if they are goiiig to pay a vifit to any perfon in another 
town, or are to be vifited by fome confiderable man, they always take care to fhew 
their grandeur, and on fuch occalions are always accompanied with armed men ; feveral 
■fhJelds are theft carried for their ufe, and an umbrella above their Jii'eads, that the gen- 
tlemaii’s fkin be not darkened by the fun : their wives are then finely dreffed with gold 
and other rich ornaments, and have a long firing of gold and Conte de Terra, or coral, 
hung about them i though in their toyms they and all their wives are fo wretchedly 
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halNted^ that their cloaths are fometimes not worth one fhilling, nor fuSdefiPto 4tAui> 
' gtdfli them from the meaneft flave. 

Thefe great Princes are fo miferably covetous, that there is not one of their fubjeds 
. fo poor, from whom they would not catch at a prefent. Hence it-is, tliat Their Ma- 
jefties* kitchens are not much better fumiihed than thofe of the common Negroes ; 
'bread, oil, and a little ftinking filh makes up their bill of fare, and water is their 
drink for the greateft rart of the day j in the morning, if they have it, they drink 
brandy ; and in, the afternoon, palm-wine : in one word, their manner of living is 
indi/linguilhable from the meaneft amongft them. 

At the time when the palm-wine comes from the in-land country, they go in the 
afternoons altogether, viz. flaves and all as companions, to the public market-place, 
where they fit down and drink very fociably ; every one that pleafes, bringing his own 
ftool, adds himfelf to the croud : here they tipple till they have even burft the lice on 
their head ; but when they are a little warmed, and their thirft fomewhat Hacked, they 
drink like Caboceros, whole bumpers and pints j for the calabafli, out of which they 
drink, holds a pint, quart, or fometimes a pottle, which, when they come to be merry, 
is half or perhaps quite filled, which they fet to their mouths to drink, ftraining to 
about two-thirds through their beards in order to fall to the ground, making by tliat 
means a fort of rivulet of wine on the place where they fit, and this is efteemed a great 
piece of magnanimity. The Europeans (amongft whom I do not pretend to be fingu- 
lar) are very good at this fport ; but it is well for them it is not Rhinifii or French wine, 
for that wbuld be too expenfive ; and here, for four or five Ihillings, they may get 
drunk and throw away large quantities. 

When thefe drunken brethren come together, they are as impertinent and noify as 
the Smoufe or German jews at their fynagogue at Amfterdam ; but you mull not ima- 
gine the difeourfe to turn on ferious fubjefts or ftate affairs, not in the leaft, it is gene- 
raHy- rank bawdy, of which they are fo full, that it continually runs over ; and though 
the womeif come amongft them, this is no reafon for interrupting the difeourfe, for 
they are always ready to bear their part, being very richly fumilhed on this head ; nor 
is it ever thought fcandalous for them to difplay this fort of talent. In ftiort, this is a 
perfeft babbling and fcolding-fchool, where each perfon freely gives his neighbour his 
jown, as they call it ; but in a much better manner than in Europe, where railing is the 
bufinefs of the private entertaining rooms, for here the perfons exclaimed agaJnft are 
prefent, and confequently may vindicate themfelves : but hold, I (hall run too far ; it 
is fit, I tell you, that though the Kings live thus in common with their flaves, yet on 
very flight occafions they frequently give them broken heads, from which thofe only 
are excepted who have acquired a reputation amongft the people ; and indeed I have 
obferved that fome of thefe flaves had more authority than their mafters ; for having 
long exercifed a command over their mafters’ dependents, by their own trading, they 
are become polTeffors of fome flaves themfelves, and in procefs of time are grown fo 
powerful, that their patrons are obliged tp fee with their eyes only ; and what is yet 
more, it is not leldom that they fo obftirfately oppofe thrir mafters, that they will not 
be appealed by any other means than a prefent. 

A King here is always very ready to be hired to the afliftance of any of hie neigh- 
bours in their wars, feecaufe the greateft part of the money agreed for fitlls to his fhare j 
after the receipt of which, he is not much concerned whether the promifed afliftance 
bp punfiually ready at the appointed time or not ; if he has received the gold it is 
ten^dgh, he always knows how to fatisfy his cuftomers with one lie or other ; m which 
they ace fo fubtle, that they will, unobferved, defraud even thofe who are very well 
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upon theur^uard. Though this is an advantageous fort of trade, they are yet indBe 
fond of being mediators betwixt difagreeing nations } for o^i this account they get 
money from both parties, and keep the breach open as long as poflibly they can, in 
order to get the more money from each. It is upon thefe incomes that they chiefly 
fubfift, for their revenue is very inconfiderable. It is indeed true, that they impofe a 
toll «n all goods palfing through their country ; but the colleftors bein^ always fome 
of the principal men araongfl^ them, make fure of the largeft lhare of it, and colled 
fo well for themfelves, that the King has very little of it. In a word, he is obliged to 
fubfifl on exorbitant fines, fraudulently extorted from nis fubjeds, or on the manual 
labour of himfclf and flaves : wherefore thofe Kings arc unfortunate who have I"..., few 
flaves, and confequently are not very rich or potent. I have known fojne of thefe fo 
poor, that they nad leithef money nor credit to command a bottle of palm-wine to treat 
their vifitants. Hence you may colled how rich and potent thefe wrens of ftate are 
(as Monfieur Doudyn calls them in his Mercury). But perhaps being already tired 
with this account of the pomp and grandeur of their wives, flaves, and houfehold, as 
well as themfelves, you would gladly be informed how the illuftrious princes and prin- 
cefl'es, their royal ofl'spring, are educated. I have formerly given you fome general 
hint.s concerning the Negro children ; it is then fuificient to aflure you, that I never 
could obferve the leaft diil'erence in this particular betwixt the royal and common edu-> 
cation. The princes being arrived at years of maturity, to get an honeft livelihood, 
cither plough the land or draw palm-wine, which I can alTureyou they are not ulhamed 
to carry to the market themfelves in order to fell it ; but if they are not employed la 
thefe occupations, it is in fomething elfe equally confifient with their charader ; from 
whence, in procefs of time, they afeend the royal throne of their anceftors. If you 
refled on this, it will fomewhat abate your tvondcr, how huflbandmen, fhepherds, or 
potters, as Agathocles was, fliould ever wear royal crowns, as hiftories inform us uit. 
daily occurs here ; nay, what is yet more, the throne is often filled with thofe who, 
when young, have f.rved us as foot-boys, or in a meaner capacity ; wherefore you 
may imagine we cannot be brought to have a very great ellecm for thefe potentates : 
no, I can aflTure you the meanelt of our factors thinks better of himfelf than one of 
thefe kings : and indeed his authority is much more eonfiderable, if we confider him 
to exercile that of the diredor-gencral and council, in whole name he ads ; but leaving 
that as it is, I had rather refer you to Monfieur Fccquenbrog than fay any more 
of our grandeur. 

As for the ladies, the princefles, perhaps you will be apt to think them too tender 
for the fatigues of agriculture ; no, not in the icaft, they mufl: alfo lay their hands to 
the plough ; but if it happens that one of thefe illullrious ladies is too haughty to ftain 
her high birth by working like a flave, (he generally takes up a trade more likely to 
maintain her genteelly, which requires no more than what madam Nature has liberally 
bellowed on her ; and if Ihe does not get fo much as the ladies of her profeffion ia 
Europe, Ihe has not fuch extravagant wants ai\thcy, and is confequently very well 
fatisfled. Several of thefe are married in their young days, without the leaft regard to 
high birth or family, every body pleafing themfelves in their choice ; for a marriage 
jjetween a ling’s daughter and a flave is not at all thought difproportionate, but is 
indeed fomewhat better than for a King’s fon to marry a flave, which daily happens } 
fince the common proverb, that the children follow the mother, is here pafied into an 
unalterable rule, and confequently the iflTue of the former (viz. the princefs married to 
^a Have) are free, and thofe proceeding from the latter, flaves. Thus you have a view 
of the li/liole royal family : it remains now that I lliould give you fome account of the 
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great officers under the King, which confid of Braffoos or enfigns, SaSre-bearers, 
Tie-ties, that is, public, criers or proclaimers, attendants on their wives, horn-blowers 
or trumpeters and drummers : which offices the following lines will elucidate. That 
of Braffoo I h;ivc already explained to be a fort of marflial, who is to charge firft in 
battle, which if he have but courage enough he always does. The fecond are the 
fabre or fword-bearers, of which thefe nionarchs have generally about four. Whfther 
thefe agree with the antient armour-bearers, I cannot certainly tell, though I believe 
them very near alike. This, whatever you may think of it, is no mean pod ; for the 
gentlemen to whom it is entrufted, fometimes become honoured with the charatler of 
ambaffadors to foreign courts; though, to do juftice, that more properly belongs to the 
Tie-ties or public criers, who are alfo made ufe of on this occafibn, and fent by their 
mailers on national errands to friends or enemies, their caps being an effeSual free-pafs 
every where, fuppofing them to be fent by their mailer, but othcrwife they cannot pro- 
ted them ; they being in eSeft not unlike our European trumpeters in time of war. 
Each town hath one or two of thefe officers to cry what is ftrayed, loft or ftolen ; and 
to proclaim the orders made by the governors or Kings : beftdes all which, when fitting 
in council, they are obliged when the voices run too high and confufed, to cry out. 
Tie-tie, or Hearken, from whence the name of their office is borrowed. They wear 
a cap made of a black ape’s (kin, whofe hair is about one finger’s length, and in their 
hands they have a bunch made of the hair of an elephant’s tail, and fmall rulhes ; with 
which they defend their niaftcr from the flies. The fourth and laft as well as moll con- 
fiderable officers, are the attendants on the King’s w ives ; their chief province is to take 
care that no ftrangers pluck the fruit of their maftcr’s orchard : though I am apt to 
think when thefe happen to be tolerably handfome fellows, that they make better ufe 
of their ports, than their mafter of his propriety. They are alio entrufted with all the 
Xmg’s treafury ; of which they carry the keys, Jor they arc not trufted to any befides them, 
and confequently they are the only perfons who after the King’s deceale are able and 
obliged to give an account of his treafury. Befides thefe, our monarchs have no other 
officers. But 1 ought alfo to inform you that they arc not Kings alone who are thus 
ferved, but every principal man has the fame fort of officers to attend him, being 
herein equal with the King ; or if he is very rich, perhaps he will out-vic him. 

1 dare fay you will not complain that this is too lliort ; if its Icngh is not tirefome it 
is well ; 1 have only the importance of the fubjeft to plead : in Ihort, that it prove agree- 
able, is the wifli of yours. See. 


l 

LETTER Of the Ni\^rocs' Manner of marrying ; the Bride brings no Forlunt\ 

and the Bridegroom but a ‘i cry fmall one ; Wedding-Charges -very e^y y how many 
Wives they have ; what Work they do, and the Idlenefs of the Men ; 'Merchants’ Wives 
live the bef ; fume drive a Trade with their Wives ; the particular Subtlety of the 
Women ; Fines for lying with anothcf Man’s Wife, and how the Caufe is tried. — Mar- 
ried People have no mutual Propriety in Money or Goods, nor docs the one inherit any 
Fffedis of the other, nor do the Children inherit their Parents’ Goods. — How the Right 
of Inheritance devolves. — Adultery is feverely puni/hed in the in-land Oountry, each 
Perfon there being chief y his own Judge ; Wives not permitted to pu^ifs their Hufiands 
for Adultery ; fruitful Women honoured and refpeBed ; ridiculous Ceremonies on a, young 
Woman’s being with Child the firf time ; what Name they give their Children ; won- 
derful Separation of the Womm of Ante when they have borne ten Children ; mcnftruous» 
Women unclean. — Circitmcifon ufual amongst them : a Conjeflure from whenie they 
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derived ihat Cufiom } of the unmarried ; early Marriages ; ivhy Women remain long0 
unmarried; Multitude of Women ; common Prof itutes initiated to Trade ; how highly 
they are valued, if found ; unmarried Women are Whores, though not called fo; a 
Defeription of the common Whores of Ardra. 

Sir, 

MY former treated of wars and the arts of deftruftion, and in this I fliall touch upon 
a fubjeft which fupplies the devaftations the other makes ; that is, I fhall inform you in 
the firft place how the marriages go here, and of every thing naturally falling under 
that head. Marriage here is not overloaded with ceremor 'es, nor have they any notion 
of a previous courtlliip to bring on a match ; here are tio tedious difputes on account 
of marriage-fcttlcments, but If* a Negro fixes his eye upon a young woman (virgin I 
fcarcely dare fay), ncthing is tnore requlfite than to apply to her father, mother or near- 
eft relations, and aik her of them, who very fcldom deny a requeft of that reafonable 
nature, if it be but the leaft agreeable only to the: daughter. 

If the young woman is marriageable, he takes her home with him, but if yet too 
young, he leaves her Ibme time with her parents, which fome arc not very willing to, 
for reafons hereafter to be told. The bride brings no other fortune than her body, 
nor does the man want much ; it is fufficicnt if he has enough to defray the exjH-nce 
of the wedding-day, which confifts of a little gold, wine, brandy, a fheep for the rela- 
tions, and new cloaths for the bride, which are proportioned to the circumRances of 
the bridegroom, who keeps a very exaft account of every thing he beftow’s on the 
bride or her friends, that il flie ever comes to be fo far difgulled at him as to leave 
him, he may demand all again, which flic or her friends mull pay to the utmoft exafli*- 
nefs, together with the wedding charges. But if he puts her away, the account is 
fettled, and he has no pretence to demand any thing of her or her relations, unlefs he 
produce very good reafons wdiy he left her : in which cafe the mentioned difburfem«»$s 
muft be refunded. ^ 

The wedding-day h not accompanied with fcafting and jollity ; the bride is fome- 
what extraordinarily drefl'ed for feveral days fucceflively with fine i^Ioaths, gold and 
other ornaments, which are frequently borrowed or hired on thefe occafionsj not 
unlike thofe in Holland, who, to render their funeral feafts the more fplendid, adorn 
thcmfelves with other’s feathers. Each man.marries as many wives as he plcafes or is 
confiftent with his clrcuraftances, though they feldom exceed twenty, but are com- 
monly contented with a number betwixt three and ten, and thofe who would appear 
very great, complete the mentioned number of twenty. Moft of thefe wives are obliged 
to till the ground, plant Milhio or Jummes, or otherwife work for their hulbands, and 
to take care that lie finds fomething to eat when he comes homo ; the bell of which is, 
that they can very cheaply fatisfy hipi : whilft the man only idly fpeiiu':! his time in im- 
pertinent tattling (the women’s bufmefs in our country) and diinking of palm-wine, 
which the poor wives are frequeully obliged to raifo money to pay for, and by their 
hard labour maintain and faiisiy thefe lazy wtctches their greedy thirft after wine. 
Though others are not quite fo beaftly, particularly the traders in palm-wine, and filher- 
inen ; the former of which fell palm- wine, and the latter either go out to fifli, or 
hire themfelves to us to row according as opjiortunity oilers ; and t jiefe keep houfe the 
moft peaceably and pafs the moft reputably through the world. 

Thofe who are rich, have two wives perpetually exempted from labour ; the firft of 
which is the oldeft and principal wife, here called La Mulicre Grande, or the chief 
woman } to whom the houfe-keeping and command over all the reft is entrufted. The 
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ftxond is flie \vho is coiifecrated to his god,' and thence called Bofliim, of whom he is 
jealous, and fo much enraged if any ipan kiffes her, that if he could do it privately, 
he would fo fevercly punifli her that (he would not be able to ferve him fo again j • but 
as for the remainder of hus wives, he doth not watch them fo narrowly, efpecially if he 
can get any money by them. 

Thefe Bofliims are flaves, bought with defign to be confecrated to their god, and 
therefore generally none of the mofl; difagreeable. With thefe they lie on their birth- 
day or night, and that day of the week dedicated to their god } it is on this account 
that they efteem their fortune better than that of other women. 

The principal merchants’ or traders’ wives are the happieft, bccaufe not obliged to 
much labour out of the houfe, and they are well provided for by their hufbands. 

Several Negroes are fo brutal that they marry many Wives only to get a good living 
by them, and to wear gilt horns. Thefe give their wives full *ordcr to entice other 
men to lie with them ; which done, thefe Ihe-brutes immediately tell their hulband, 
who knows very well how to fleece the amorous fpark. It is inexpreflible what fub- 
tleties thrfe Phaedras ufe to draw men, but efpecially ftrangers, into the net j to thofe 
they will pretend they have no huflsand, and are yet unmarried and free. 

Others, whofe admirers very well know they are married, the better to allure them 
to their embraces, will promife, and if required, fwear eternal fecrecy ; but moft of 
them keep their words like women, and are fure not to tell their hulband befpre they 
fee him ;^and indeed it would fall very hard upon them if their hulliand came to the 
knowledge thereof by any other means, which is fome excufe for their difclofing their 
lover ; it being highly reafonable and a natural law, that a woman Ihould further 
the Interefl: of her hulband ; lince by this means they avoid the danger of punilhment, 
which they ought to exped from their hufbands for concealment. 

The fine for lying with another man’s wife amongll the common people is about 
four, or fix pounds fterling ; but the rich mull bleed a greater fum, efpecially if 
he has lain with a confiderable man’s wife j on which occafion it colts a hundred 
pounds or two. 

Thefe caufes are very accurately pleaded and defended before the courts of judicature. 
I, during my refidence, a£led the part of a chief judge on this occafion above one 
hundred times. You know that to deny is the firlt rule in law, and the Negroes are 
fo well {killed in this, that they commonly deny the accufation the lirfl thing they do, 
and oblige their accufers to confirm it by evidence, which the woman being molt capa- 
ble of, is obliged to appear in full aflembly, and difplay the whole adtion in its molt 
natural broad terms and colours, with all its attending circumllances of time, place, 
how the crimipal deported himfelf, and what he gave her,: in a word, without forget- 
ting the leaft particular. What think you, fir, is not this a rare trial, and very proper 
for the ears of thofe old gentlemen of which this alfembly or court is compofed ? Efpe- 
cially confidering that befides all this, fometimes the accufed urges in his defence, that 
it is true that he was indeed juft ready to perpetrate the charged crime, but timely thinking 
of the confequences, withdrew without 'reducing his intentions into action. In anfvver 
to which, the lady is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give all poflible proofs 
of his completing iho fa£l, infomuch that both ftick fo clofe to their alfertion, which 
they back with fo much probability, that the old men are perplexed what fentence to 
give without putting the man to his oath, and if he forfwears it, he is clear ; but if 
he refutes that, fentence paffes againft him, fince on thefe occafions there are not many 
witnefles. 
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Married people here have no community of goods, but each hath his or her pard- 
cular propriety ; the man and his wife generally adjuft the matter together, fo that they 
are to bear the charge of houfe-keeping, while the cloathing of the whole family is at 
his foie exp?nce. 

On the death of either the man or the wife, the refpeftive relations come and , 
immediately fweep away all, not leaving the widow or widower the leall; part thereof, 
though they are frequently obliged to help to pay the funeral charges. 

Some Negroes, befides wives, have alfo their concubines, which they feveral times pre- 
fer before their wives, and take more care of them ; but their children are deemed illegi- 
timate, and are not reckoned amongft the relations. . * 

If a Negro has a child by his Have, whether married to her or not, his heir wiH look 
upon it and keep i*^ only as a’flave, on which account thofe who love their flaves will 
take care to make their children free with the ufual ceremonies before they die: after 
which they are in every particular treated as free perfons. 

The children they have by their wives are indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold 
Coalt never inherit their parents’ effedls, except at Acra only. The eldef^fon, fup- 
pofing the father a king or a captain of a town, fucceeds him in his office only ; but 
befides his father’s fliield and labre, he has nothing more to pretend to ; fo that it is 
here no manner of advantage to be defeended from rich parents, unlefs (which feldom 
happens) paternal love obliges them to bellow fomewhat on their children in their life- 
time, wliich mufl be very privately done, otherwife the relations, after their father’s 
death, will oblige the children to return it to the utmoft farthing. 

The right of inheritance is very oddly adjufted ; and as far as I could obferve, the 
brothers and fifter’s children are the right and lawful heirs, in the following manner. 
’I'hey do not jointly inherit, but the eldeft fon of his mother is heir to his mother’s 
brother or his fon, as the cldefl daughter is heirefs of her mother’s filter or her 
daughter: neither the hither himfelf, or* his relations, as brothers, filters, &c. 
claim to the goods of the defunft, foi what reafon they cannot tell : but I am of opi- 
nion that this cuftom was introduced on account of the whoredom of the women, 
herein following the cultom of fome Ealt Indian Kings, who (as authors fay) educate 
their filters’ fon as their own, and appoint him to fucceed in the throne, becaufe, they 
are more fure that their fillers’ fon is of their blood than they can be of their own ; 
for being obliged to trull a woman no way related to them, if Ihe commit adultery, the 
child may be entirely ell ranged from their blood. 

In deficiency of the mentioned heirs, the brothers or fillers take place ; but if none 
of them arc in being, then the nearelt relation to the mother of the defundt comes in. 
But their account of this fubjedl is fo perplexed and obfeure, that hitjierto no Euro- 
pean has been able to obtain a clear defeription of it, as I am certain they never will ; 
notwithllanding that the Negroes are fo accurately perfedt in it, that they never com- 
mit any error on this head : not but that great difputcs arife fometimes amongll them 
on this occafion ; but thefe are never owing to their ignorance who is the heir ; but 
happen from the next heir’s being too potent in* men and arms, and therefore llretching 
beyond the due bounds of inheritance. 

I have already told you how many wives the Negroes marry ; and herein they place 
the greatcfl glory and grandeur, as their riches confilt in the tnfiltitude of flaves, 
though they frequently conduce to their ruin, becaufe every man is obliged to make 
good the injury which his Have does ; if he is guilty of theft or adultery, his mailer is 
obliged to pay the fine impofed for his crime. 
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The Negroes are aUb rcfponfible for their fons, nephews, *and other rdations ; though 
in %is cafe the relations help each other by a mutual contribution, ^ch giving fome> 
thing towards it according to his circumftances ; which, if he Ihould not do, the criminal 
would be condemned to death or llavery. 

, Having at large defcribed the marriages of the Coaft Negroes, let us fee how the 
in-land Negroes behave themfelves in their marriage-ftate, and what punilhment they 
inflift on adultery ; lince freed from any fubjeftion to the Europeans, they are more 
fevere on this occafion. 

He who debauches a Negro’s wife here, is not only generally entirely ruined, but 
his relations often fulFcr with him : for if the injured perfon be a rich and great man, 
he is not contented with ruining the malefactor only, but will not be quiet till he hath 
removed him out of the way. If the guilty perfon is a flave, his death is undeniably 
determined, and that in the molt cruel manner that can be devifed, befides a line laid 
upon his mafter ; and the men here detefting the foregoing fordid manner of trading 
with their wives ufual on the Coaft, a woman caught in adultery is alfo in great danger 
of her lif^ unlefs her relations pacify the enraged huihand with a large fum of money. 
But ftie w'ho lies with her hulband’s Have is infallibly condemned to death, as well 
as the flave her paramour ; befides all which, her relations are obliged to pay a fum to 
her hufband. 

Every confiderable Negro is in this cafe for the moft part his own judge ; and is he 
too weak alone to avenge himfelf, he. calls his friends to his afliftance, who readily 
lend him their helping-hand, each being fure to get foraething of the compenfation 
which occurs. 

Thefe Negroes are richer than thofc who live amongft us ; and therefore a perfon 
guilty of this crime is punilhed with utmoft I'everiry. I have heard of fines amounting 
to above five thoufand pounds ftcrling paid on account of adultery. Befides Acra, 
A]^m,‘ aj^d Coromantyn, there are very few f)laces on the Gold Coaft where I have 
not lived, and 1 do not remember in any of them ever to have met with a Negro w'ho 
was poUefled of fo large a fortune ; or with any King bi.it what, after having fold all he 
had in the world to raife fuch a fum, would find himfelf not able to do it ; but when 
I talk at this rate, I would except the King of Aquaniboe, and according to report 
alfo him of Acron ; which two being joined, poll'efs more gold than all the reft 
together. 

It is undeniable that jealoufy is always accompanied with love ; thefe two paffions 
being fo infeparable, that though they produce conrraiy effetts, yet they feem in reality 
but the fame thing. But however jealous the IMack women are of their hulbands, yet 
they have no fiitisfadion to pretend to, if their hulbands, by diverting themfelves with 
other women, rob them of their right ; their only remedy is to wean him from this 
vice, by agreeable, foft and tender means ; for none of them, befides his chief w'ife, 
dare pretend to chide him for it : flic, indeed, when opportunity oft'ers, will charge 
him I'everely on that account, and threaten him that if he purfues that courfe flie will 
leave him : but this muft be w'hen the^man is in a good humour, otherwife he won’t 
take it very well. 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to inform you, that all I impart to you con- 
cerning the in-land Negroes, is not the refult of my own obfervation, I never having 
been at thofe places ; but is only collefted from the relation of the Negroes that come 
from thence : but they are fuch people, that in this and other things 1 dare afl'urc myfelf 
of the truth of what they fay. However I do not hand it to you as my own. 
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Each wife is fore to do her beft to pleafe and charm her hufband, in order to be 
preferred above the reft in his love. ♦ 

The wife, who is fo fortunate as to be big with child, is very much refpefted by her 
hulband, and waited on ; befides which, if it is the firft time, rich offerings are made 
to the falfe-god, to obtain her fafe delivery. The ceremonies ufed on occafion of a, 
woman's being big with the firft child, are very foolilh and ridiculous. As foon as 
they find tltemfelves pregnant, they are brought to the fea-lliore in order to be wafhed ; 
though before Ihe can get thither, flte is followed by a great number of boys and girls, 
who fling all manner of dung and filth at her in her way to the fea, where Ihe is ducked 
and wafhed clean. Why this is done I cannot tell, li uefs it be becaufe they vainly 
believe that if it is omitted the mother, the child, or fome of the relations, w '1 cer- 
tainly die loon aftei. 

As foon as the child is born, and the prieft has confecrated it, if above the common 
rank, it hath three natnes bellowed on it (though always called by one) ; the firft is 
that of the day of the week on which it is born ; the next, if a fon, is his grand- 
father’s ; if a girl, her grandmother’s name ; though this is not ftridly ojpferved by 
the Negroes, fume of them giving their own, or the names of fome of their relations 
to their children ; after which, their names incrcafe with their years : has any perfon 
behaved himl'elf valiantly in the war, he obtains a name derived from thence, as he 
doth by killing a chieftain of the enemies : does he kill a wild ravenous bead, he gets 
a new name by it. But it would be a day’s work to recite all their names, and the occa- 
fions of them ; it is fufficient to ull you, that the number given to fome men amounts 
to twenty ; the chief of which, and by which he is moft honoured, is that given him 
when they are drinking palm-wine together in the market-place, d’hc common name 
by which they are called, is one of thofe given them at their birth. Some are called 
after the number of children that their mother has borne, as the eighth, the ninth, or 
tenth child ; but this is only w'hen the biother has borne above fix or feven cljiMs^li. 

In the coiintry of Ante, if a w'oaiau has borne ten children, Ihe is obliged to be 
feparated from her uuiband, and live in a folitary hut, remote from all the reft of man- 
kind, for the fpace of a whole year, where Ihe is carefully furniilied with all necef- 
faries of life ; after the expiration of this term, and the performance of all cuftomary 
ceremonies, ftie returns to her hulband, and lives with him as before : this is a cuftom 
fo particular, that I do not know any nation befides where it is in ufe ; and why it is 
praefifed here I am alfo ignorant, unlefs it be grounded on fome fupcrftitious opinion, 
that it will defend them from fome evil. 

When the cuftom of women is upon the female fex, they are not only efteeined un- 
clean, and feparated from their hulband, but they are not fuft'ered fp^go into another 
man’s lioul'e, at leall to lodge, and are confcquently obliged to remain in a finall hut 
near their father’s or hulband’s lioufe. 

The cliildren are not circumcifed any where on the Gold Coaft, but at Acra. But 
whence the cuftom of holding women unclean, and circumcifing the children, Ihould 
be derived from, I own I cannot tell ; to carrj^ it up as high as the Judaic times, feems 
to me too far ; though fcveral Europeans favour this affertion, urging, that the Negroes 
ftill retain fcveral laws and cuftoms which favour of Judaifm, as that laft mentioned, 
the honouring of the moon at the time when the Jews b^in their ieftival, the marrying 
of their brother’s wife, and fcveral more, which feem the fame in effeft, as well as 
the names, of which here are feveral which occur in the Old Tdlament. But all this 
cannot, in the leall, incline me to their opinion ; I fhould be more tafily perfiiaded 
that they had all thefe from the Mahometans, whofe religion is a mere rhapfocly of 
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Chriftianity, ludalfm, and Heathenifm ; which, extending itfelf fedin one* country to 
anottier, might probably reach hither : this conjefture being confiderably llrengthened 
from the natives of Adra and Fida, their being cuftomed to trade feveral hundred miles 
in-Iand, till they come to the Barbary coaft, and not improbably to the Moors country. 
Which being granted, it is not unnatural to fuppofe they may have learned and brought 
'nome-fomc fragments of their religion. 

But to return to our fubjedt. Several of each fex here live unmarried, at lead for 
fome time, though commonly the number of fingle women exceeds that of fmgle men, 
and that for rcalbns hereafter to be told ; and yet very few Negroes die, unlefs it be 
very young, unmarried. The men marry as foon as they can raife money to defray 
the wedding charges, which, being fo very inconfiderable among the common people, 
they get a wife very foon. The children of the cliief or* rich people, whole relations 
are inclined to it, and want no money, are frequently married before they become ac- 
quainted with the diftindtion of fexes : further, feveral families, willing to be more 
nearly allied, interchangeably marry their children as foon as they are born, without 
any other ceremony than the agreement of parents on both fides. 

The reafons why the w’omen here continue longed unmarried, is, firll, becaufe that 
they live a more free life than when married, being now at perfect liberty to admit the 
embraces of any or feveral men, if they pleafe. Thefc fort of women generally marry 
amongft common people, and feldom content themfelves with their hulbands alone. 

The fecond real’on is, the vafl: multitude of women ; their number much exceeds 
that of the' men, which obliges them to flay till they are alkcd. Though this long 
waiting becomes lefs irkfome, becaufe it is no manner of fcandal to Hay their appetites 
as often as they think fit ; nor are they therefore rudely accounted whores ; but on tjic 
contrary, are always thought as fitting to be thofe for wives as any other j and accord- 
ingly, in their turn, get hulliands as well as the reft. 

Inr«b« countries of Egnira, Abocroe, Ancobef, Axim, Ante, and Adorn, are feveral 
women \^o never marry, and who only are called whores, being regularly initiated in 
that trade, and fet apart for it. 

Each of the above-mentioned towns has two or three of thefe miferablo w'rctchcs, 
according to their largenefs. The money that they get they bring to their mailers, 
w'ho return them fo much out of it as is necelTary to fubfill them in clualhs and 
ncceflanes. 

I’hefe women arc very miferable, when they have caught any venereal infedfion, 
from which they fclJorn cfcape long free ; for proftituting themfelves as well to the 
unfound as found, they are in continual danger ; and being once feized by that dif- 
temper it mull; take its courfe j for it feldom happens that any-body is touched with 
any concern fo/ her, not fo much as her own mailer, to whom Ihe belongs; for as 
foon as the gain begins to ceale, they withdraw their hands, and never fo much as 
take the leaft care of her ; and thus thefe unhappy creatures come to a miftrablc end. 

But as Jong as they are found, and in their flower, they are in very great efteem : 
and it is impolliblc to alllicl a land or towli morefeafibly than by Ijsizing thofe creatures, 
l or example, if our faclor at Axim have any difpute with his fubordinate Negroes, no 
way will more cfledlually bring them to reafon than by taking one of thefe whores 
into cuilody, and copfining her in the fort; for as foon as this news reaches the Man- 
ceros ears, they go with flying fails to the Caboceros, and earneftiy defire them to 
give the latlor farisfaefion, that they may have her fet at liberty again ; urging as a 
reafon why dtey requell it in fuch a prelhng manner, that during their imprlfonraeDit 
thofe men who have no wives will be put to the utriioft neceffity for a w'oman, ^d be 

8 prompted 
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prompted to fun tfiife '^liger of lying with men’s wives. This I can afl’ure you of* 
truth of by my own experierme, having had more than one proof of it ; for at ortfe 
time fecuring five or fix C^aboceros, and at the other two or three whores, I found ’ 
hardly any-body befides their o .vn relations concerned for the former ; but on account ■ 
of the other, the whole village came upon their knees ; and every-body, though he 
had no particular interell in it, was very much concerned for their liberty. 

The countries of Commany, Elmina, Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, &c. have none of theft- 
whores, and yet there is no want of unmarried women, and they without any diftincr 
tion, than that of being too young, are almolt all whor \s, though they indeed do not 
bear that name. ■ 

In Fida and the country about it, and in all the land of Fida, is a ve. y gi at plenty 
of thefe whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold Coaft. In Fida I have feen 
a valt multitude of huts, not above ten foot long and fix broad, placed near the great 
roads throughout the whole country, in which thofe women are obliged to ply at their 
appointed days in the week. It is cuftomary for fome of the moft coafiderable and 
rich Negro ladies, when lying upon their death-bed, to bay fome of thefe foreign fe- 
male llaves, and make a prefent of them to the public ; which thefe tender-hearted 
gentlewomen take for a great work of mercy and charity, as fome people in Europe do 
the buying mafles for the fouls in purgatory. 

Thus 1 have detained you a tedious while on the marriages of the Negroes, and 
expofed to your view all our venereal warehoufes, and all their contained fiores. 


LE'l'TER XIII. — IIa‘:a the Negroes deport thcfiif elves to the ftek ; they do not depend 
on medicinal Remedies alone, but make Offerings to their Gods on account of the Jick ; 
what thefe confiji of ; their Gratitude t'’ iPhyficians, which they frequently ebang^f^ruf 
renew their Offerings. — 'I'he Slaves aifo make Offerings for their European Majicrs, 
and the Mulatto Women for their Hujbands ; which is Ukewife appro'^'cd by fome Euro- 
peans ; their ufual Remedies, which, though they feem contradictory to the Ends for 
which they are adminijlered, yet frequently fuccecd. — The great Efficacy of green Ve- 
getables in Difeafes, and even in Wounds. — 'The Enquiry after the Caufe of any Per- 
fon's Death ; their Que/lions put to the dead, and their faife God, with the Refponfes ; 
an Accident on that account which bcfcl one of the Author* s Servants, — The Afferiion 
of fome who affirm that the Negroes ajk Advice of the Devil, confuted ; and a Relation 
how their Que/lians to the Dead arc managed. — 2 'he Jhaving of the Women on occqfion 
of the Death of tlseir Husbands ; clcanfing the dead Body. — A Dcfriffion of their 
Manner of burying the t)ead ; pompous Funerals of* the principal People. — How they 
preferve the Corpfe from rotting fcvcral Months abo ve Ground. — Living Men facri- 
ficed for the Dead ; the Cruelty attending that Cuftom, as the Author himfelf has 
obferved. Their building of a Hut on the Grave ; and the Opinion of fome Writers 
on that fttbjeCl contradiCled. — 'The funeral Cc>emonics renewed o?]c Tear after the 
Deccafe. — The Negroes very defirota- to be buried in their own Country, or at leaf 
' that their Bones may be brought thither ; and how that is managed. 

Sin, 

' THE letters which I have fent you fince thofe you have already received of mine, 
are five in number : treating of, ift, The infalubrity of this country, npd wherein 
it d^lls., ad. Concerning the nature of the inhabitants at large, ad. Of their 
religion! .4th, Of their government, wars, power of their Kings; which is Allowed t 
VOL. xvr. ' 3 1 , by 
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kyth# fifth and laft, treating of their marriages, &c. I hojiB ynu have'recdwed j^me 
't)? them before now, and that the remainder will follow^in due time : but for fear any 
fhould unhappily mifcarry, I herewith fend you the copies of them. 

Death being the period of all human afiairs, I fhall conclude my defeription of thefe 
nations with a fliort difeuflion of that fubjefl:, after which you will not be troubled with 
any more than three letters from me ; one, concerning the wild and tame quadrupeds 
of this country ; the fecond, of the fowls, infe£ks and fiflies ; and the laft, of vegetables : 
unlefs I can think of any other thing, and then you may be fure not to fail of it. 

But to return to our defign. Let us examine what cufloms are ufual amongfi the 
Negroes on occafion of fickncfs, death and burying. 

Any Negro falling lick here is diligently enough attended, in proportion to his cir- 
cumftances : for, as I have formerly hinted, they are all very much afraid of death ; 
kt which they are not much in the wrong, confidering that but once to die, is for ever 
to be buried in oblivion. Afliuated by this principle, they leave no means unelfayed 
which may contribute to the extending».the thread of life to as great a length as pollible : 
and had they the fame notion of the three fetal fillers as the antient Greeks, I doubt 
not but thefe would have been the goddeffes to which the greateft part of their offer- 
ings would have been dire6led. 

In ficknefs (in which they agree with all the reft of the world), they firft have 
recourfe to remedies ; however, not thinking them fufficient alone to preferve life and 
reftor^ health, they apply their felfe and fuperftitious religious worlhip, as more effectual 
to thofe ends j and what contributes to the promotion of this cuftom, is, that he who here 
a£ls the part of a doSor, is alfo a Feticheer or prieft, who confequently does not find 
it very difficult to perfuade the patient’s relations that hi; cannot be recovered without 
ibme offerings made to the felfe god in order to appeafe him ; and they being llrongly 
fcc-nt to fuperftition, and immediately ready to follow the priell’s advice, accordingly 
defir^ him to enquire of their god what he would pleafe to have. The prieft to be lure 
is not negligent in this affair, where the profit accrues to him, but as foon as pollible 
puts his cheats in pradlice ; and after his pretended enquiry, he informs them that they 
muft offer a ffieep, hog, cock, dog, cat, or whatever he likes beft ; which fometimes 
may be gold, cloth, drink, and other fuch like good things befides, which are always 
proportioned to the ability of the perfon to be ferved ; for that alters the meafure of 
thefe cheats, who always confider whether the man be in condition to bear this charge ; 
and herein they are indeed to be preferred to fome Romilh priefts, whofe undiftinguilh- 
ing exorbitant price of foul-maffes ruins feveral families. 

Whatever the prieft requires, the Negroes freely part with ; and he knows to what 
ufe to puf it. If the patient flwrtly after recovers, either by virtue of nature’s kindly 
afliftance, or the efficacy of the medicines adminiftered, the prieft or dodor is fure 
not to remain unrewarded j for whatever Mr. William Godfchalk-van-Fokkenbrog may- 
pretoid, that when cured, the fight of the doftor and the devil are equally welcome to 
them ; they on the contrary are very far from ingratitude on thefe occafions. 

And indeed his fenfe, turned quite contrary, is rather true of them, they being ho- 
fooner recovered, but they extol thdr phyfician up to the heavens. 

But does thCfdifeafe increafe, and' the patient grow worfe, frefti offerings are made,- 
which are more expenfive than the former ; fo that thefe continue till the patient is 
reftored to his priftine healthy or dies. > 

It fr^uratly happens that one phyfician is difehargedwith a good reward, and anothcr 
in his (lead, who begins a-new, and knows very weH how to make bis* adirontage 
Us patient’s misfortune. 

His 
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H^is firft bufiaeft* jpft like the phyficians in Europe, is to condemn his predecpffoPs 
method, Mid decry him as an ignorant pretender ; upon which new and very expenfit^ 
oflerings are to be niade ; for mis new comer, fearing the fate of him in whofe place he 
came, endeavours to make as great advantage as is poflible in his time ; to tliis end he 
makes ufe of fuch cunning frauds, that our Europeans, though bad enough, would be 
put out of countenance by them. But pray, fir, do not take this to be aimed at you } 
no, it cannot touch the honeft phyfician, and fuch I take you for. 

This cliange of phyficians fometimes happens twenty times or more fucceffively, and 
at a continual and greater charge than with us ; the Neg'^ues are fo ftrangely bigotted 
to thefe oflerings, that they fevcral times force 'the priefl.. to make them. 

The boys, which are cither flaves or fervants to the Europeans, if they iney 
have a good mailer, will, as foon as he is feized by the leaft indifpofition, without his 
knowledge, go to the prielts to make offerings for him that he may recover his health j 
and accordingly we have found upon the beds or in the chambers of fome of our prin- 
cipal people, fome things confecrated or charm-- d by the prieft, laid there on purpofe 
to defend their mailer from death ; and becaufe they know we are always difpicafed tt 
it, they always do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that it is iinpolllble for us to 
difeover it before the perfon is dead, and they have had no time to remove it. 

I’he Mulatto women (of wliom I have formerly faid fomething), who would fain pafs 
for Chrillians, than which they are nothing lefs, are extravagantly addifted to this 
fuperllition ; if one of tliem is married to, or kept by an European, who loves ?nd pays 
her well ; if he falls fick, llie never fails to make rich offerings to thepriell, with much 
warmer zeal and llronger reliance on the fuccefs of them than the Negroes themfelves : 
but what is moll deplorable and detellable, is, that here are even fome Europeans, who 
not only think favourably of, and believe this idolatrous worlhip effectual , but miti- 
gate their fervants to itj and are likewife grown very fond of wearing fome trifles 
about their bodies, which are confecrate?' or conjured by the prieft. 1 ^' 

The chief medicaments here in ufe, are firft and more efpecially lemon or lime-juice, 
Malaget, otherwife called the grains of Paradife, or the Cardamom, the roots, branches, 
and gums of trees, about thirty feyeral forts of green herbs, which are impregnated 
with an extraordinary fanative virtue. 

I’he remedies ufed here frequently feem pernicious in the cafe wherein they are given, 
and yet are found very fuccefstul, as an inltance of which, pleafe to take one of the 
moll common medicaments. 

In cafe of a violent cholic, they give to drink morning and evening for feveral days 
fuccellively a good calabalh of lime-juice and Malaget mixed, and in other difeafes full 
as contradidlory ingredients. But this is out of my province to talk 01 jhefe things : 
wherefore I lhall rather leave it to you and others, better judges than myfelf ; and only , 
add, that how contradidory and improper foeyer thefe medicines may feem, yet I have 
feen feveral of our countrymen cured by them, when our own phyficians were at a 
lofs what to do. 

The green herbs, the principal remedy in ^ife amongft the Negroes, are of fuch 
wonderful efficacy, that it is much to be deplored that no European phyfician. has 
yet applied himfelf to the difeovery of thdr nature and virtue ; for I do not only ima- 
,gine, but firmly believe, that they would prove more fuectfruPm the pradice of 
phyfic than the European preparations, efpecially in this countiy, becaufe before they 
reach us they have loft all their and are moftly corrupted ; befides which, our 

con&itution is in fome meafure.chsui^ed her? by the climate ; an(l therefore this epuntry- 
‘ remeclhis, in all probability, are better for our bodies than the European. 

3 I a Thole 
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Thofe who are to come to this country, may, if they pleafls, lend^vour to exjilore 
thefe plants ; for my part 1 lhall here take my leave of tltem, with only informing 
you, the better to'evihce the ftrange efficacy of thefe herbs, that I have feveral times 
obferved the Negroes cure fuch great and dangerous wounds with them, that I have 
flood amazed thereat. 

After all the above-mentioned methods have been tried and prove ineffeftual, and 
■the patient expires, this furnilhes his relations with frelh bufinefs ; they are now to 
enquire into his death, or why he would die : for though it is probable and apparent 
that he died a natural death, occafioned cither by ficknefs, extreme old age, wounds, 
or fome mortal diftemper, this will not fatisfy them in the leaft ; it mull certainly pro- 
ceed from fome other caufe, according to the proverb, “ Death is never without a 
caufe which is no-wherc in the W'orld better believetl than here. Immediately the 
pried and the relations mud enquire whether the deceafed was ever perjured in his 
life ; if he was, they believe they have difcovered the caufe of his death, which was a 
punilhment to the perjury : but if he be found innocent of this, the next inqueft to be 
nfede is, whether he had any powerful enemies, who may have laid Fetiches in his 
way, which might occafion his death (thefe Fetiches I have before deferibed J, upon 
which fometimes fome of his enemies are attacked and examined very clofely j and if 
he has been accudomed to fuch praftices, though never fo long pad, he will hardly 
come off with a w'hole fkin. 

I cannot here pafs by what happened to myfelf eight years pad, when I was at 
Akim : I was advifed, in order to the advancement of the Company’s trade, to fend a 
meffenger to the King of Dinkira ; in purfuance of which, 1 fent one of my fervants 
with a handfome prefent to him, who received him and the prefent very civilly, and was 
very well pleafed with both. The Brandenburghers had alfo fent one of their young 
meQwith a prefent to him at the fame time;, whom this King received, as well as his 
preferitf with very great marks of frienddiip, he defiring to live in a good underdand- 
ing with the Europeans. Both thefe fervants waited at this prince’s court, expelling 
that he by the fird convenience Ihould difpatch them both to their maders ; but after 
redding there in expedation about ftx weeks in vain, he died : which accident expofed 
their lives to the utmoft danger ; for the relations of the deceafed, ridiculoufly fuppof- 
ing they had occafioned his death, feized and bound them ; after which they made 
enquiry by their priefts whether the prefents they brought were not poifoned or con- 
jured : but thefe cheats were at this time fo honed, that in appearance, according to 
their religious rites, they pronounced them innocent and declared them free ; upon 
which they were immediately releafed, and delivered from their dreaded death, and 
afterwards di^atched back to us with prefents. By this you may fee how we fall into 
r’anger here in this country, without the leaft reafon to fufpeft or fear it. But now to 
return where I left off. 

If there be no fufpicion of poifon, then enquiry is made if his wives, childrra, and 
other perfons about him, and his Hayes, have attended him with due care, or been 
liberal enough in their offerings : but if no deficiency can be here found, and coofe- 
quently the caufe of the perfon’s death is yet undifeovered ; then they have reoouife to ’ 
the moft common and laft refuge, which te always at hand ; the man died becaufe jie 
was deficient in the* performance of his religious rites ; which we have already deferibed 
at large. ^ 

Then the prieft goes to the dead perfon, and alks him Krhy he died ; if you aik 
ia. thf tfefponfor, 1 believe that Simon de Ures, who always brings this devil a 
BiaiKi! ijff tEo ,play, as verv freaoentlv converfibir with men. would £ur. or ratheWira^, * 

. t^t 
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ttpt he, in the Ihite W the deceafed or their falfe god makes the anfwer: but if you 
would have my fentiments, I really believe the dead, the dev^ and the falfe god, ibrp 
all three equally dumb, and therefore uncapablc of anfwerin^ but the true anfwensr 
is the roguilh prieft himfelf only ; who informs the relations as it bell fuits his interefts, 
that his god and the dead have made fuch anfwers ; which to be fure, as before, ate 
thofe which agree beft with their ends, . and feem to have the greateft appearance of 
truth. This decifive anfwer of the prieft paffes for unqueftionable truth } and accord- 
ing to what he fays they always adjuft their affairs. 

“ But now 1 remetnber, that I have found it in a certa’.i author, or rather more than 
one, laid down as a pofitive allertion, that tlic Negroes in doubtful cafes dirq^'y '’■Ppiy 
theinfelvcs to the devil and ^Ik advice of him, governing themfelves according to iris 
anfwer: but on niy own experience, I can affnre you that it is utterly falfe and 
groundlefs ; and what is molt commendable in them, is, that they do not defire fuch 
a near acquaintance with the devil ; and all their queftions of moment in time of need* 
are addreffed to their falfe god, or rather iri effedt to their priefts, without ever fo 
much as thinking of the devil or his attendants ; much lefs in hidden or doubtful 
cafes do they alk advice of him, or oblige themfelves to fquare their affairs to the role 
of bis anfwer. 


The cuftomary queftions to the dead are put in fevcral manners : for inftance, feme 
men take the dead body in prefence of the prieft upon their (boulders ; and then it is 
afked, “ Did you not die for fuch a caufe?” If he did, the men who hold him, 
by I know not what hidden impulfe, are obliged to incline the body towards* the 
querent ; wJiich is taken for an affirmative anfwer : otherwife they (land (lill. 

As foon as the fick perfon is expired, they fet up fuch a difmal crying, lamentation, 
and fqueaking, that the whole town is filled with it ; by which it is foon publiihed that 
fomebody is lately dead : belides which, the youth of the deceafed’s acquaintance 
generally pay their laft duty of refpeft tu him, by firing feveral mufquet-fhot. 

If the deceafed be a man, his wives immediately (have their heads very clofe, and 
fmear their bodies with white earth, and put on an old worn-out garment j thus ad- 
jufted, they run about the llreet like mad women, or rather Ihe-furies, with their hair 
hanging upon their deaths ; withal making a very difmal and lamentable noife, con- 
tinually repeating the name of the dead, and reciting the great adions of his pall life : 
and this confufea tumultuary noife of the women lads feveral days fucceflively, even 
till the corpfe is buried. ^ 

If a principal man is killed in battle, and his companions have <10 opportunity, by 
reafon of the continuance of the war, to fecure, hide, or bury his body (for the funeral 
rites mud be performed in their own country), his wives are then obliged in all that in- 
terval, to be in mourning, and a (horn head. 

A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve years, as opportunity offers, the funeral 
ceremonies are renewed, with the fame pomp and fplendour as if they had died a few 
daj^s pad : on which occafion alfo his wives again put on their mourning, cleanfe 
adjuft ^mfelves as before. 

Whilft the women are lamenting abroad, the neared relations fit by the eorjrie, 
making a difmal noife, walking and cleanfing themfelves, and (afther peribrnring the 
ufual ceremonies : the diftant relations alfo affemble from all places, to be prefentat 
thefe mourning rites ; he that is negligent herein being fure to bleed very freely if he 
^not urge lawful reafons for his tmfeace. 

town’s people and acquaintance of the deceafed come a^o to join their hmen- 
bringinR his prefent of goldj brandy, fine clpth^ ftee»j ,er femeciriag 

4 elfe; 
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elfe ; v^idi, it is pretended, is given to. be carried to the grave* the iii?6rpfe ; 
the larger prefent of this nature any perfon makes, the more it redounds to his honour 
and reputation. 

During this ingrefs and egrefs of all forts 'ftf people, brandy in the morning and 
‘palm-wine in the afternoon are very brilkly filled about ; fo that a rich Negro’s 
funeral becomes very chargeable: for after all this, they are richly cloathed when put 
into the coffin ; befides which feveral fine cloaths, gold Fetiches, high-prized corals, 
(of which I have feveral times fpoken .), Conte de Terra, and feveral other valuable 
things are put into the coffin to him, for his ufe in the other life, they not doubting but 
he may have occafion for them. 

The value and quantity of his coffin furniture is adjufted in proportion to what the 
deceafed left his heir, or perhaps to the heir’s conveniency. All this being over, and 
the relations and friends met together, after two or three days the corpfe is buried ; 
before which a parcel of young foldiers go, or rather run, continually loading and dif- 
charging their mufquets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground : a great multitude of 
men and women follow without the leaft order, fome being filent, others crying and 
ftirieking as loud as poffible, whilll others are laughing as loud j fo that all their grid 
is only in appearance. 

As foon as the corpfe is in the ground, every one goes where they pleafe, but nioft 
to the houfe of mourning, to drink and be merry, w'hich lafts for feveral days fuccd. 
fively ; fo* that this part of the mourning looks more like a wedding than a funeral. 

They fometimes keep a King, or a very great perfon, a whole year above ground ; 
and to prevent putrifadfion, they lay the corpfe upon a wooden utenfil, likfe a grid iron, 
which they put over a very gentle clear fire, that by flow degrees dries it : others intt i 
their dead privately in their own houfes, though they give out that they preferve ilse 
corpfe,in the former manner, and that in due titpe they will fee the funeral rites folemnly 
perfornT&d. The day being come, when the King is to be publicly buried, public notice 
thereof is given, not only to the people of his own nation, but other countries, which 
occafions Inch a vaft concourfe as is really furprifing, each being curious enough to 
come to fee the funeral folemnities, and it is certainly very well worth while ; fince, on 
this occafion, every-body is as richly habited as poffible, and one may fee more pomp 
and fplendour in one day, than at other times in feveral years. 

In fuch funerals as thefe, feveral flaves of the deceafed are killed and facrificed on 
|lis account, in order to ferve him in the other world ; as are alfo fome of his wives 
and efpedally the Boflums, or thofe which he in his life had dedicated to his falfe god, 
being one of his wives, and one of his principal fervants : but what is moft abominable, 
is, that feverai poor wretched men, who, through age or inability, are become inca- 
.pable of labour, are fold on purpofe to be made vidims in thefe accurfed offerings. 

It is a moil deplorable fpc^acle to fee thefe miferable creatures killed in the mo/l 
barbarous manner in the world ; what with hacking, piercing, tormenting, &c. they 
endure a thoufand deaths. ^ 

It was not without the utmoll horror that I faw eleven perfons killed in this manner ; 
amongft which there was one, who, after having endured a great deal of exquifite 
torture, was delivered to a child of fix years of age, who was to cut off his head, 
which it was about an hour in doing, not being ftrong enough to wield the fabre. 

. Thefe human facrifices are in ufe amongft thofe Negroes who are not fully fubjeft tp 
..puaf government, and live tery diftant from our forts ; but where we have any aq- 
thority we do not fuffer them, though they will privately rcinoye to other places, in pi^er 
(0 parpetiiate this villany. ^ ' 

The 
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Tlie Negroes ^CTally build a (jmall cottage or hutj or elfe plant a little gardep of 
i^ce on the grave, into which they throw feyeral worthlefs goods of the deceafed, bUt 
not houfehold ftuff or other valuablb moveables, as authors would have it : there is ho 
fuch cuftom at prefent *, and, I belle v||[ if 1 can judge of their nature, never was in 
ul'e, imlefs in the days of Methufalem, which is a little too far for either they or me; 
to look. ‘ 

At Axim-, and other places, they place feveral earthen images on the graves, which 
are waflied one year after the funeral ; when they renew the funeral ceremonies in as 
expenfive a manner as at the interment itfelf. 

The Negroes are ftrangely fond of being buried in tl eir own country ; ib that if any 
perfon dies out of it, they frequently bring his corpfe home to be buried, uhiCfs it be 
too far diftant, in which cafe they bury him there j and if he have any friends or ac- 
quaintance there, they cut off his head, one arm, and one leg, which they cleahfe,- 
l^il, and carry to his own country, where they are interred with frelh folemnity, as- 
creditably as fuits with the circumftances of the defund. 


LF.Tl'F.R XIV. — Dcfcribing the tame and wild Quadrupeds ; and firjlthe tame, viz* 
Bulls, Cows, Sheep, Goats, Horfes, AJfes, Hogs, Dogs, Cats, Rats, and Mice: 
after having treated of the Nature of thefe, the Author paffes to the tame feathered 
Kind, as Hens, Ducks, Turkeys, and Doves : after which he comes to the , wild Beafis. 
— A complete Defeription of the Elephant, and fame Writers on that SubjeB charged 
with Errors ; of the Buffaloes, Tigers, Wood-hounds or wild Dogs, Caymans, wild 
Boars ; feveral Sorts of Harts, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-hogs, Sluggards, wood or 
wild Rats, Boutees, Civet-cats, wild Cats, Mujh Mice, Berbes, Squirrels, Kokebees, 
Legnanes, Arompos ; feveral Sorts of Apes, various Kinds of Lizards, Salamanders ; 
and a large Account of the Camclio,., extracled from Monfteur de Bruyn's'T'ravels ; 

■ vith the Difference betwixt thofe of Africa and thofe of Sniirna- 

Sir, 

PURSUANT to my pronilfe in my laft, to give you a defeription of the animals of* 
this country, I intend in this to treat of the four-footed hearts and tame birds; the 
ialeds and wild fowl being referved to another opportunity. 

Beginning to deferibe the animals of this country, the firft which offer themfelves 
our view amongrt the tame kind, are the homed cattle, fuch as the bulls, oxen, cows* 
goats, See. Dinkirka, Afiante, Akim, and' other m-land couiitries, abound with 
great numbers of thefe ; but by reafon of the dirtant fituation of thefe places; only a' 
few bulls and cows are brought to the coaft : but at Axim, Pocqueldu, Elmina, and 
Acra, great quantities are bred, and more efpecially at or about Acra, becaufethe 
opportunity is there very convenient to bring them from the countries of Aquamboe 
and Lamp!. 

In all other places of the Gold Coaft we <uily find bulls and cows, for the Negroes 
are ignorant of the way of gelding bullocks ihto oxen. At Axim thefe cattle have 
indifferent good pafture, and accordingly thrive and fatten very well-, as alfb amemgrt 
the Brandenburghers at Poequefou and Acra ; but at Elmina, and the circumjacent 
country, they are always dry and lean, and confequently do not prove very delicate. 
This is the only place, by retdbn of the Negroes ignorance, where the cows are milked ; 
' ]but they yield fuch a quantity of wretched milk, that twenty, or thirty are fcarce fufS- 
aent to fupply the direftor-generalVtable. 

’Thefe 
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I'hefe ar^ fo very light and final'l, that one of the beft cows, in gfowtfa^doth 

not weigh above two Iiundred and fifty pounds, though by their bulk they might rea- 
fonably be thought to weigh one half more ; but all animals in this country, whether 
human or irrational, however they may be indj^erent large, yet are very liglit, which 
I am apt to think proceeds from tlieir forty rood, which, inftead of a firm, produces 
*only a fpongy, loofe, and tougli flefli ; hence all their beef is of an ungrateful tafte : 
notwithftanding all which, about twelve pounds fterling is commonly given for one of 
thefe beads. 

The calves, which might reafonably be expefted to be good, are but very indifferent, 
by reafon of the poor milk they fuck from the cows ; fo that both beef and veal prove 
here but very forty meat. 

There are great numbers of fhcep, if I may fo call them, all over the coaft, but 
yet they are very dear. Thefe fort of cattle are lhaped like ours in Europe, from which 
they differ only in fize, being not above half as big : they have no wool, but tiiat 
want is fupplied with hair ; fo that here the world feems inverted, for the Iheep are 
hairy and the men wooly ; that excrement in the Negroes being more like wool than 
hair. 

Our mutton here does not bear the lead firnilitude to that of Europe, this being very 
dry, infomuch that a nice eater will very feiJom eat of it, and the common people, 
who are not very good at diftinguifliing tafies, are obliged to forbear it, becauie 
their purfes will not reach it. Well, let them be as bad as they will, the price is 
generally about feven or eight and twenty fhillitigs fterling. If any perfon is a great 
lover of mutton, he may improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young ram, and 
fattening him with fried barley meal ; after which, though he is not comparable to 
European mutton, yet a curious palate may juft bear it. 

Goats are here in innumerable abundance : they difl'er from thofe in Europe chiefly 
in ftiapfc being very fmall, but much fatter and 'more llefhy than the flieep ; for which 
reafon foJhe men prefer them, efpecially the lie-goats, which, gelt young, in a fliort 
time grow bigger and very fat ; the price of a full-grown goat is here about twelve or 
thirteen Ihillings Englifii money. 

I caimot omit a ridiculous opinion of the Negroes concerning the goats : they tell us, 
and alfo believe themfelves, that in the beginning of the world there was a certain 
goddefs, who ufed to anoint herfelf with odoriferous ointme-nt and oil ; wliich the hc- 
goats perceiving, applied themfelves to her, defiring that flic would plcafe to anoint 
them with the fame ointment, which flie feenied to conleiit to ; but, indeed, inftead 
of the odoriferous, delignedly took a box of llinking ointment, with which Ihe 
anointed their bodies, whence they fmell fo ftrong to this day. I'he he-goats, know-ing 
no better than'that it was the true unguent, were very well pleafed witli it, and 
their breed continuing in the fame opinion, whenever it rains, fly always to flielter 
themfelves fomewhere, left the water fhould wafh off their delicious feent. What 
think you of this, fir ? Dare you aflirm that beafts, in former days, did not fpeak, after 
fuch convincing proof as this ? f 

You muft not expeft that their horfte fhould be like Sejanus's horfe, or iyexander’s 
Bucephalus: and as their riders have no reafon to fear the accident occafioned by the 
former, fo they muft not expedf the courage of the latter. Tiiey are fomewhat 
more like the northern horfes in fize, though nothing near fo well ihaped. On the 
Co^ft we have none, but there^are great numbers in the in«land country ; they are verjr 
Uhfhf^d : their heads and necks, which they always carry downwards, are very like 
thofe of jan afs ; they go as if they were falling,, and will not ftir forwards, untefs 
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forced'ijn byiblow?^’^lwut which 'they would move but very flowly : they are fo very 
low, that a taH nian^ fitting upon their backs, may very near touch the ground with 
his feet : but I fliall fay no more of them. 

There are aMb afl’es enough here, which are fomewhat higher than the horfes, and, 
in their kind handfomer. We formerly had three or four'on the Ihore, but they do 
not live long, for want of good feeding, as I fuppofe. I do not find that the Negroes 
ufe them to carry burthens, but only to ride upon ; for which purpofe, indeed, they 
are as good as the horfes here. 

Nor is there any want of hogs in the leaft ; but thofebr'‘d by the Negroes, are really 
, worth nothing, the flefh is fo flaggy and the bacon fo foi i y ; but thofe which w^ fatten 
ourfelves may pafs for tolerable ones, though they are not comparable to tlioie of 
Fida ; which, for the delicacy *t>f the tafte and firnmefs of their bacon, are not only as 
good as the European but better : a hog of ninety pounds weight is here fold for about 
three pounds fterling, notwithftanding they arc fo indifferent as I have told you. 

To complete our tame quadrupeds, I fhall tovich upon their dogs, cuts, rats. See. 

The Negroes are great lovers of dog’s-flefli ; hence it is, that thofe who bring a dog 
here may fell him dear enough, the Negroes willingly giving a ihcep for him, if any 
thing large, and fome will add fomething to-boot, in order to put him into their bark* 
ing or dog-fehool ; out of which they fell their puppies at the dearefl rate. They pre- 
fer dog’s-nefli for their eating to that of cattle, and accordingly efteem a meal of that 
the belt treat they can take or give. 

In procefs of lime our dogs alter ftrangely here ; their ears grow long and ftilf, like 
thofe of foxes, to which colour alfo they incline ; fo that in three or four years they 
degenerate into very ugly creatures ; and in three or four broods their barlcing turns 
into a howl. 

'Ehe cats are alfo elteemed ufeful by the Negroes, but I never found that they eat 
them, unlefs forced thereto by neceffity* .s fome of our Haves, being under cciifine- 
inenr, often kill and eat of them, if they can catch them ; but we do not find that 
the cats are fubjedt to change like the dogs ; on the contrary, they continue the fame. 

To augment the plagues of this country, it is peffered with fuch prodigious numbers 
of rats and mice, but efpecially of the former, tliat they are not a little formidable, 
and do us no Imall injury, gnawing and Healing all they can come at. 

'J'aking our leave of the quadrupeds, it is now fit we fay fomething of the tame 
fowl, whofe fpecies are fo few, that they will not take up much rime ; they confiding 
of hens, ducks, turkeys, and pigeons, the two latter being in our haifids j for that the 
Negroes have not any. 

I’he molt common are the cocks and hens, and therefore deferve the firfi place : 
they are in great plenty all over the coaft, in time of peace ; for in war-time, as if thefe 
uniinals were refolved to have no fhare in the public calamity, there is fcarce any of 
tiiein to be had ; and the proverbial advice of our Boors, “ Take care of your hens, 
the foldiers are coming,” feems to be very well followed here ; for, as in time of peace, 
four of them may be bought for about four HiiHings and fixpence ; fo in war-time, it 
is well if we can get two for that price. 

At Axim thefe fowls are very fat and good, though fmall ; but about Einuna and 
other places of the Coaft, they are fo dry and clean, and contain fc* little flelh, that a 
good ftomach would require fomething elfe to make up a meal, after earing three of 
them. * • 

Next are the ducks, which have been but few years known on this Coaft. I cannot 
,tell from what coimtry they were brought } but they have no ma^er of affinity with 
VOL. xvL 3 K , thofe 
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thofe of Europe, not indeed are they much like them ; being i® half larger^ a^id of 
another colour, commonly white, or black, white and brown mixt. The £^es Itave 
a large red knob on their bills, almoft like the turkeys, only it does not hang fo loofe, 
but firmer, and is very like a cherry : thefe ducks ought to be eaten young, for if they 
are old they are tough and infipid. 

There are no turkeys amongft the Negroes, but a few kept here for the dire&or- 
general ; and their flem is no very great delicacy. 

We have great I’lumber of pigeons at fome of our forts, all which are of the common 
fpecies of field or wild-doves j which, when young, aftbrd thofe who love them a good fort 
of food. 

Thefe are all the tame animals which I find in this country ; our next talk is to con- 
fider the wild bealls. ' 

It is but reafonable that I fhould begin with that wonderful beall the elephant, who 
is endowed with fo many difl'erent, good and remarkable qualities, that, to rob him o# 
the firft place among the hearts, is a piece of injuftice. I Ihall not recite a great many 
particulars concerning him ; either becaufe I cannot relate them upon my own obferva- 
tion, or that feveral have done it already : befides which, fome authors have allowed 
themfelves to tell us feveral very llrange and ill-digefted rtories concerning its copula- 
tion, pregnancy, bringing forth its young, its age, changing its teeth, and feveral other 
follies; and it is not without reafon that 1 call them fo. For, as far as 1 can learn, no man 
in the world ever faw how they engendered, nor can tell how long they go pregnant,, 
in'what feparable places they cart their young, or whether they change their teeth or 
not. Thefe are all wild guefles, of which we can get no information by tamed ele- 
phants, and, therefore, this knowledge murt come out of the woods ; but how they 
come to converfe fo long with thefe wild hearts there as to obtain fuch an accurate ac- 
count of them, I can fcarce believe any-body, except good old Pliny can pretend to it. 
The fimious writer concerning all forts of books and hiftories, fays, according to my 
bert remembrance, in one of his books, that Pliny has long fince been a fabulous 
writer ; but that, at prefent, feveral of his relations have been confirmed by the dif- 
coveries of judicious travellers. 

None, I believe, will deny that Pliny deferibes fome things truly ; but, on the other 
fide, is, beyond contradidtion, wild, groundlefs, and falfe. The fore-mentioned famous 
author has frequently been too 'credulous on account of what he hath heard or read con- 
cerning foreign countries, as a great many examples in his works clearly prove ; which 
is no fmall fault in an author ; for, in my opinion at leaft, it feeins inconfillent with 
a good writer, to lay down as truth all which he can get by hear-fay of other countries, 
for he oughtiirrt to confider, whether the relater of fuch rtrange things ever had a 
good opportunity of being well informed concerning them. But this carries me wide 
from my fubjeft ; we Ihall let Pliny alone, and return to the elephant, whom we find 
here in Africa to be a beart of twelve or thirteen foot high, and, confequently, much 
lefs than thofe in Eart India, fince the writers concerning that country affure us, that 
its height there amounts to more cubits : befides this difference, they do not difi’er m 
their nature or lhape from thofe in other places. 

Thefe hearts prove very prejudicial to the fruit-trees, efpecially orange-trees. Bananas, 
and another fort o'f figs ; of the lart of which, they cat both fruit and ftem. 

'fhe Negroes alfo affirm, that the elephants, meeting any people in the woods, never 
offer any violence to them ; but that, ir the Ihot levelled at them miil'es, they grpw 
ver)P wild. But I have obferved dire£Hy the contrary of one of them in our garden at 
Elafina the lart year, of which I have enough to relate to fill a whole letter whofefo''® , 
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1 beg'your patlence’'ifo I have difpatcbed this and^two more, when I intend to entertaiii 
you with an entire hiftory of our elqphaht and tiger-hunting ; not doubting but that 
account will afford you fomething uncommon and agreeable : wherefore fufpend*your 
curiofity fo long, and permit me at prefent to recite what the Negroes and others affirtn 
on their own knowledge, that they follow men into the water, where they put therti 
into no fmall fright by their purfuit. At Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more ele- 
phants have frequently palled by me and my company without offering us any injury, 
but we were not courageous enough to prefent them with a few bullets, though very 
well ftored ; for they are very difticult to be killed, unlefV the ball happens to light be- 
twixt the eyes and tlic ears ; to w'hich end, tlie bullet - uglit to be iron alfo. Their 
(kin is as good proof againft the common mulket lead-balls, as a wall ; and if i , hit 
the mentioned place, become* entirely flat. 

The country here where the greateft number of elephants are found, is chiefly that 
*■ before we come at the Gold Coaft, and is, from the multitude of their teeth which are 
there traded for, properly called the Tooth, or Elephants’ I’ooth Clbaft, extending to 
the Gold Coaft, and takes in the country of Awine, Jummore, Equira, Abocroe, 
Ancober, and Axim, feveral elephants being daily killed in the faid places ; and the 
wilder and lefs inhabited the lands are, the larger quantity of elephants and wild beafts 
are found. 

Ante alfo doth not want thefe beafts, there being not only in the in-land country 
multitudes of them (hot, but befides that they come daily to the fea-fhore, and fo near 
our forts, that they are in fight of our people, and do a great deal of mifehief. 

In the tradl of land betwixt Ante and Acra, there are a few, though not fo many 
as in the former countries, becaufe this place hath long been reafonabJy well peopled, 
except the country of Fetu, which, for live or fix years paft, hath lain aimed wade; 
wherefore there is a much larger number of elephants there at prefent than formerly. 

A great part of the country about Ar-a lying wafte and uninhabited, a great quan- 
tity are annually killed here. In the year 1697, one of an uncommon magnitude was 
killed near Acra, jult by our fortrefs, and no doubt but that he was lean full-aged, 
his two teeth weighing two hundred and twenty pounds ; from which you may infer that 
he was not very light himfelf. 

In Ardra and Eida there are none, though in my time one was there killed, and the 
Negroes affirmed it was what had not happened in fixty years before ; for which rea- 
fon, I believe he had accidentally ftrayed from fome other country ; for the in-land 
countries of Benin (which borders on Ardrk), Rio de Calbary, Cameroncs, and feveral 
other adjacent countries, are fo incredibly overcharged with thefe beafts, that it is to 
be admired how the inhabitants live there. 

The vaft numbers of teeth traded for in thefe countries, clearly evince the great 
abundance of elephants here; but whether all thofc are taken from flaughtered 
elephants, or fome of them are found in the woods, or elfewhere, I cannot determine : 
though I am apt to think that here they come by them both ways ; from whence it 
(hould feem that, as fome tell us, the elephant^ change their teeth ; but this is utterly 
contradifted by the great difl'erence betwixt the teeth themfelves, fome of them weigh- 
ing one, two, or three pounds, and others progreflively heav}’, till they amount to 
above one hundred pounds weight ; nor is it in the leaft probable, thpt a foUd body, com- 
pofed of fuch hard fubftance as elephants’ teeth, can, in about t\yenty years’ time, 
grow from one to a hundred pounds weight : how this happens to enefeafe, I muft own 
IWBi ignorant. But I have dwelled too Iqpg on this fubjedf ; it is now time to take 
kaftTe and turn to a bead, which, though vaftly different, yet, in fize, refembles tiie 
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elephant moft of any here : I mean the Bufiel or Buffalo, whiclf is to be found all 
over Gainea, but in fuch fmall numbers, that fcarce one is feen in three or four years ; 
but fiilce I lhall have an opportunity to fpeak of a place where they more abound, I 
fhall fay no more of him at prefent, than that their flefh is very good meat, and leave 
the reft to that opportunity. * 

Tigers, not very unlike the Buffaloes in fize, though they very much differ in favage 
fiercenefs, arc here incredibly numerous, of four or five forts, which differ as well in 
their fize as fpots. Whether leopards and panthers are a fpecies of tigers, 1 will net 
venture to determine, fince I have not yet met with any-body who could herein fatis- 
faftorily inform me. Turning to Pliny, I found him fo ignorantly miflaken, that f 
am refolvcd, in my defeription of animals, not to name him. I'hc Negroes diflinguifh 
the tigers by feveral names, but how to tranllate them into our language, I cannot tell : 
wherefore, pafling over the feveral fpecies of them, I fhall only inform you, that they 
are all favage, fierce, voracious beafts, by means of which, daily tragical accidents 
Iiappen. 

They fpare neither man nor beaft ; but as long as they can fatisfy their appetites with 
the flem of brutes, they will not make any attempts on mankind ; but that being de- 
ficient, the firft of human fpecies that comes in his way is certainly dead. But of this 
more hereafter ; fo I lhall at prefent only tell you, that however fierce this beaft is, the 
young ones may be brought up fo tame that you may play with them, as with a dog or 
cat :■ like the laft of which they are bearded. 

1 have 'feen about eight of thefe tame tigers brought up at Elmina, of which the 
direftor-general has at prefent two ; but I have obferved that in all of them their fell 
nature returns in time upon one occafion or another j and that, though never fo tame, 
they are not to be trufted without great circumfpeefion. 

Next the tiger in fiercenefs is the jackall or wild dog ; which is moftly found about 
Acra and Aquamboe, though there are fomclaow alfo hereabouts. 'J'his beaft is fo 
bold, that it feizes and devours whatever comes in its way, whether man or beaft, fuch 
as cows, hogs, Ihecp, See. 

At night they come under the walls of our forts at Acra to feizc our hogs, or fnatch 
a fheep out of the ItalJ ; by which means feveral of them are caught in the following 
manner; — Our garrifon lay feveral well-loaded mulkets with the lock covered with n 
Imall box, to which a cord is faltencd with a piece of mutton, and fo placed, that they 
no fooner attempt to feize it than the mulket goes off; and they, in the reward of their 
thievery, get three or four bullets in the head. This expedient feldora miffes, if due 
care be taken in laying of the mulkets. 

The Cayman, better known by t!)'’ name of crocodile, claims the next place in our 
defeription o?’ rapacious beafts, for fo I call the crocodile alfo, not bccaufe I have ob- 
I rved him to be fo; not having ever heard, during the whole time of my refidence 
here, that they devoured either man or beaft ; but becaufc I have both read and be- 
lieve feveral relations of their voracious'fiercencfs. 

All the rivers in this country are peftcred with vaft fhoals of them, efpecially at 
Lama and Boutry ; at the latter of which I have feen fifty in one day, and amongit 
thefe fume that I gueffed to be about twenty foot long. 

The crocodile is, already deferibed by feveral authors; wherefore I fhall only add 
what they have forgotten or omitted. Their bodies are covered with fuch a hard Ikin 
and fquare fcales, that it is impoflible to kill them with a mufket-ball ; and the caps 
which the Negroes make of it are as hard ^s bone, and cannot be cut through with 
one ftroke of a hanger, being very like the land tortoife-fiiell. Their bellies are fofter, 
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wliich, thereFeire, iley do not frequently expofe to danger; fo that they can hardly, be 
lliot dead at any other place than their heads. On very hot days, when the fun fliines 
very warm, great numbers of them lie balking on the banks of the rivers ; and as foon 
as they perceive any men near-hand, they Ileal towards the rivers and plunge them- 
fclves into them with great violence, immediately Ihcltering themfelves under water. 
'Jliefe creatures do not leem fwift enough to run after, and overtake men, who are fly-* 
ing from them by land, fuppofing them not to fteer a crooked courfe to avoid them, 
though it may be poffible ; i fliould not much fear them on land, any more than I 
flioulcl trull them in the water, though, indeed, 1 nev^ r heard any mifehief they did 
tJicre. 

"^1 heir colour is dark brown, and they may pafs for very ugly bealls. 

And as for their crying, asiJ other fubtlctics to catch men, 1 believe it as much as the 
Jews do the Gofpcl. 

The fierce wild boars are reckoned among tl’e rapacious bealls ; and, indeed, thofe 
in Europe very defervedly : but here on tlK Gold Coafl we have very few, and thele 
not near fo wild as in J.uropc. I have feveral times eaten of them here, and found 
them very delicious and very tender meat, the fu being extraordinarily fine. , 

Next thel'e voracious bealls we come to a milder fort of wild bealls : amongft which 
I fliall firll treat of the harts ; with which fpecies this country moll plentifully abounds, 
they being found all along the Gold Coall in incredible numbers, efpecially at Ante and 
Acra, where wc fometimes fee droves of one hundred together. 

I'hc Negroes tell us that thel’e bealls are fo fubtle, that in all marches theydetach one 
of their number as a fentry to watch whether any man be near, and advertife the reft ; 
lor the truth of whicli I w ill not be obliged, but remember to have read foraething of 
that nature of thofe of other countries. 

There are about twenty feveral forts of thefe bealls here, fomeas large as fmall cows, 
others no bigger than Ihetp, cats, &c. • moll of them are red, with a black lift on the 
back, fomc cf them red beautifully llreaked with white. All of them are very good 
fo cat, but more efpecially two forts, which we alfo elleem very de’icate. The firll 
fort arc of a pale moufe colour, and, though they are both of one fpecies, yet they 
differ fomewhat in their lhape ; the feet of one being a little higher than thofe of the 
other, though the bealls afe both of the length of about two feet. 

'i’here is alfo a fort not above half fo big, of a red colour, which are extraordinarily 
beautiful creatures ; they have fmall black horns and little legs, indiSerent long in pro- 
portion to their bodies, but fo very fmall, that feme of them are not bigger than the 
fmall part of a tobacco pipe ; one of which I have fent you fet iu gold for want of 
drawing, and, therefore, hope your favourable acceptance. 

There is a hart about four foot long, of a llendcr lhape ; his feet are very long ; he 
hath a long head and cars, is of an orange colour llreakcd with white, 

Thefe harts are fwifter of foot than moll men know, but that fort of which you have 
the foot are extraordinarily fwift, and llrangely agile in leaping for fuch fmall creatures ; 
fome that we have caught I have feea leap over^a wall of ten or twelve foot high. The 
Negroes call this the King of harts. 

At Apam, Acra and Fida, there is a fort of hares not unlike ours, which plentifully 
abounds at thefe three places ; but with reference to this I havi; fulhci^tly detained 
you in my letter deferibing iVrdra. 

Here are alfo porcupines, but no great number, or at leaft very few of them are 
|»rougbt to us. They grow to the height of two, or two foot and a half, and bite fo 
ftt^ly, that no wooden w'ork can withftaiid them. 
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I <Mice pQt one of them mto a fat, not doubting but I ha4 v&y vi^ fecured him, but 
in one night*8 fpace he eat his way through, and that at the middle where the ^vea 
were molt bent outwards. 

This beaft is fo daring, that he ventures to attempt the largeft, and moft dan- 
«gerous fnake ; of which more hereafter. When he is provoked, he Ihoots his quills 
(which are about two fpans long), at^ both man and beaft, with fuch violence, that if 
they happen to hit on a board they ftick in it. The Negroes and fome Whites highly 
value its flclh as very nice food. 

I have here alfo feen a fort of creatures not unlike our hedge-hogs, only they cannot 
roll thcmfelves as ours are accuftonied to do. 

There is a creature, by the Negroes called Potto, but known to us by the name of 
/luggard, doubtlefs from its lazy lluggilh nature j a w hole day being little enough for 
it to advance ten fteps forward. 

♦ Some writers affirm, that when this creature has climbed upon a tree, he doth not 
leave it until he hath not only eaten up the fruit, but the leaves entirely, and then de- 
feends fat and in very good cafe, in order to get up into another tree ; but, before his 
flow pace can compafs this, he becomes as poor and lean as it is poffible to imagine ; 
and, if the trees be high, or the way any thing diftant, and he meets with nothing on 
his journey, he inevitably dies with hunger, betwixt one tree and the other. Thus it is 
reprefented by others, but I will not undertake for the truth of it, though the Negroes 
are apt to believe fomething like it. 

This is fuch a horribly ugly creature, that I do not believe any thing befidcs fo very 
difagreeable is to be found in the whole earth ; its fore feet are very like hands, the 
head ftrangely difproportionately large ; it is of a pale moufe colour, but it w'as then 
very young, and his {kin yet fmooth ; but when old, as I faw one at Elmina in the 
year 1699, it is red and covered with a fort of hair as thick let as flocks of wool. 1 
know nothing more of this animal, than that *it is inipoflible to look on him without 
horror, and that he hath nothing very particular but his odious uglinefs. 

There are a fort of beafts which lurk in the fields here, like rats, but bigger than 
cats ; we call them wild rats. They are continually amongft the fowed corn, and do 
a great deal of damage. 

Their flelh is by fome Europeans and the Negroes held a great delicacy ; and, indeed, 
nothing hinders its pafling for fuch but its difagreeable afpeiSt. and (hocking name, 
which create fome averlion in the eater : but thofe who can ftep over this, like it ex- 
traordinarily well ; and to remedy as much as poffible its ugly figure, fome cut off the 
head, feet, and tail, before they bring it to the table ; and then it certainly paffes on 
thofe who do pot know what it is, for a very grateful diih ; for they are fat, tender, 
and very agreeable. 

There is alfo another fort of wild rats, which are chiefly found at Axim } they are 
as long as the former, but their bodies are very {lender, and they are otherwife called 
Boutees : very few befides the Negroes eat theie. They do an incredible deal of da- 
mage to the {lores of millet and rice, «hat the Negroes have laid up in their houfes ; 
and in one night fpoil more fowed com, than it is pollible for one hundred domeftic 
rats to do ; for they are not content to fatiate themfelves, and carry oflp fome with them, 
but they befides fpoil all where they come. 

Here are three or four forts of wild cats ; of which the Civet-cat is one ; which at 
prefent is fo well known in Holland, that I need only acquaint you that they are brought 
to be fold to us very young, and then we give about eight or nine {hillings ilerling 
for 
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A targe ffiare oAtouble and careful attendance is^reqaifite to breed them up: ^eir 
Ibod is pap boiled or made of millet, with a little ilefh or fifh. They produce civet 
whe^ even very young ; of which that of the males is better than that of the females, 
becaiife the latter cannot avoid m ining into the civet bag, which fpoils it. 

I can fay nothing particular of the remaining wild cats, but that they are fpotted 
Kke tigers, and are as fierce, doing a great deal of raifchief amongfl the hens where 
they can come at them. 

I have feen very fmall mice, which afford a pleafant and odorifercps mufky fcent, 
but cannot find that they have any bags like the civet--" its ; which inclines me to be- 
lieve that the pleafant odour proceeds from the (kin. 

Here are yet three or four forts of fmall quadrupeds ; the firft of which i-^ a Kind of 
cat, only its fnout is much fharper, and the body Is ftnallcr, and fpotted like the civet- 
cats. The Negroes call it Berbe, and the Europeans Wine-bibber, becaufe it is very 
greedy of palm-wine. 

The fccond fort are not much bigger than a domeftic rat ; of a red and grey colour, 
mixed with fmall white fpecks in their hair ; the tail being of long hair, fo fpeckled, 
and about three fingers broad ; fo that it very agreeably may reach from behind to 
their head : thefe are alfo called Wine-bibbers, though the name of fquirrel would fit 
them better. 

The third fort, when full-grown, are about as big again and red. This is a very 
mifehievous creature, and bites very violently ; and flies at man and beaft without 
any diilindtion, if driven thereto by neceflify. It is called Kokeboe, and ‘is a pruel 
perfecutor of cocks and hens, though not in the fame manner as Mr. Foequenbrog 
informs us. 

They have no need of fuch fiihtilty, being fwift enough to catch the hens and 
ftrong enough to carry them ofl' when they have them, I have had feveral, but never 
found any of them with red buttocl? , though I have diligently enough examined 
them. 

What Foequenbrog fays farther, concerning this animal, I dare not confirm; not 
only bccaufe I have not found it fo myfelf, but never yet faw tlie European ojr Negro 
who agreed with him. 

The remaining bead; or beads, for there are more than one fort of them, we are here 
fo little acquainted with, that I lliall pafs them over without any deferipdon, and en- 
deavour to give you an account of an amphibious animal, that lives as well in the • 
water as on land ; this is the Leguaen : it is fhaped almod like a crocodile, but feldom. - 
exceeds four foot in length ; its body is black fpeckled, with round fort of eyes^ and 
the fkin very tender. He injures neither man nor brute, the hens only excepted ; 
among which he fometimes makes a great flaughter. Several Europeans* eat their flefli, 
and all unanimoufly agree that it is much finer meat than cocks or hens. 

There is an animal who keeps in the woods ; his body is long and flender ; to which 
is joined a long tail ; at the end c'f which is a hairy fort of brulh : he is of a pale 
colour, fomew'hat inclining to brown ; his hair is long and thin. The Negroes call 
him Arompo or Man-eater, bccaufe his food is dead men, to come at which he greedily 
grubs out the earth of their graves, as if he had notice of fome perfons there hid. 

The Negroes report that liaviug dug to a dead body, he does n»t immediately fall on 
It, but goes round it foveral times; to what end I cannot tell ; but they explain it, 
that he thereby hints the unlviwfulnefs and a certain fort of impoffilMlity of feizing 
another man’s goods, without doing foraething, or giving himfelf fonje trouble on that 
actount firft. 
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Themyftery this is not hard to unravel. I am apt to thiik that , this.beaft is 
fcized with a fear natural to all brutes ; and therefore only looks round about to fee if 
there be any man likely to force his prey from him. 

It is time w’e fay fomething concerning the apes, which are here above one hundred 
^dioufand in number, and of fo many various fpccies, that it is really wonderful as well 
as it is impodible for me to defcribe them ail ; wherefore I lhail only touch on fome 
them. 

The full: and molt common fort, are thofe we call Smitten, of a pale moufe colour, 
and grow to a wpnderful fize. I have myfelf feen one of five foot long, and not 
much lefs than a man ; they are very mifehievous and bold. It feems incredible 
what an Englilh merchant here affirmed to me for truth ; that behind the Engliffi fort 
at Wimba, (where there is a terrible number of thefe apes j that arc fo bold, that they 
will attack a man, as he related,) amonglt others they fell upon two of their Company’s 
flaves, w'hich the apes had overpowered, and would have poked out their eyes, if they 
had not been timely refeued by forne Negroes j for they, to complete their defign, had 
gotten fome flicks ready. 

You, as well as myfelf, are at liberty what credit to give to this ftory. But, indeed, 
thefe are a terrible pernicious fort of brutes, which feem to be made only for mifehief. 

Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted truth, that thefe apes can fpeak, but 
will not, that they may not be fet to work ; which they do not very well love : this is 
their opinion of them. 

As the former fort of apes are very ugly, fo the next are exaftly like them, only 
four of them put together would not be lb large as the other j and their bell quality 
is that they are fo docile that they will learn whatever they are taiiglit. 

The third fort are very beautiful, and generally grow to the height of about two 
foot ; their hair is as black as pitch, and above a finger’s length : they have a long 
white beard ; whence they are called bearded littfc men, or bearded monkeys. Of their 
fkins are made the Tie-tie’s caps; mentioned in another letter of mine. I'lie Negroes 
fell thefe monkeys to one another for about eighteen or twenty lliillings ; antf when 
they bring them to us, we do not refufe them at that price. 

There are, befides this, two or three forts of monkeys, each alike handfome, but 
one half lefs than the other, with Ihort hair of a mixed colour, partaking of grey, 
black, white, and red : and for the moft part they have a white bread and beard. 
But hold, inftead of a fhcet or two of paper, I could fill a whole book in deferibing the 
various forts of apes ; which I cannot think worth while, and fo had rather difpatch 
this fubje^l out of hand ; only informing you, that of the fmaller apes there are not 
above twenty forts : all which are very fine ; but what is mod unhappy, fo extraordi- 
narily tender, That it is very rare that we can rear any of them, much lefs bring them 
to Europe. 

I mud yet add, that their thievifli nature, which feems to come into the world with 
thept, is common to all of them ; and I have feen them go very fubtilly to work in the 
dealing of millet and fruit : in each p»^y they take one or two llalks of millet, as 
much under their arms (if I may fo call them), two or three in their mouths ; and thus 
laden they march away, continually leaping upon their Iiind legs ; and if they are pur- 
fued, they hold that in their mouth fad, but throwaway the relt, that it may not hinder 
them in their flight. , 

But their carrying fo much Milhio or millet together, is not to be compared to 
their ifiee curiofity in dealing it ; for every dalk of millet they pluck is narrowly 
examined ; and if they do not like it, tliey throw it away and pull another : fo that 
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this delicacy of theirs, occafions more damage than their thievery. And now I ffiall 
bid the apes farewell. 

Here are every where thoufands of lizards j efpecially all along by the walls of our 
forts ; whither they come in queft of food, which chiefly confilts in fpiders, worms, 
flies, and other fuch like. There;, are various fpecies of them ; fome of the largeil 
having a tail about a foot long, and a hand broad ; of a dark colour, and half their 
head red : the reft are about the fame fize, and differ only in colour. 

They are almoft all of them ugly and that to a fhocking degree, except thofe that 
follow, which may pafs for fomewhat more tolerable. 

Thefe are chiefly a fort about half as big as the other, and are green ; , ne^t to 
which is another fort one half lefs than the laft ; the) are of a grey colour, and creep 
all up and down our chambers, cleanfing them from all fmall vermin : thefe we call 
falamanders. 

That the lizards forewarn men againft fnakes and other venomous creatures, I be- 
lieve to be as true as that the falamanders continue alive in the fire : unlefs one would 
allirm that this report is owing to the antipathy betwixt the falamander and the 'fire, 
that being much of the coldeft nature of all the lizards ; and this opinion I could 
eafily fubi’cribe to, at leaft for fo long till fuch are found, which according to the 
ancients live in the fire. 

To conclude this letter, I fhall add two fmall animals ; which former times have 
prefented us with large, but very wild accounts of. 

The peculiar natural colour or the one is green fpeckled with grey ; and the other 
green, and fire-colour and grey mixed together. Thefe animals are very rare, and 
deferve a more particular defcription. 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongft them all I like none better thatt 
Father N. N. and Monfieur Cornelius de Bruyn in his travels in Afia. What he hath 
told us I muft entirely confirm, without 'Ling .able to add any thing; thefe here being 
exadly of the fame nature with thofe he defcribes : wherefore, not being able to pre- 
lent you with a better defcription, I fhall give it you in his own words, fomewhat 
abridged. 

“ Whilft I,” faid he, “ with great fatisfaftion, not much encumbered with the 
prelling necellities of life, paffed my time at Smyrna, I had an opportunity of getting 
fome camelions into my hands; and being curious to difcover how long they 
would live, I commonly kept four of them in a large cafe, and fometimes let them 
run loofe in my chamber, and frequently brought them into the great hall of the houfe, 
where the wind breezed through from the fea-fide, when they feemed brilker than 
before, and opened their mouths to imbibe the frefh air. ,, 

“ It is firmly alTerted by naturalifts, that thefe creatures live on air : and, indeed, ex- 
perience confirms it in fome meafure ; for I never faw mine cat or drink any thing 
except a few flies ; of which hereafter. 

“ It is alfo true, that they frequently change their colour ; I have myfelf feen their 
colour alter three or four times in half an hour, '(frithout any colour being thereabouts ; 
which I foon drew both in miniature and oil-coIours. 

“ The colour which they chiefly change to, is a very fine green fpotted with yellow, 
as beautiful as any pencil can exprefs it ; fometimes allb it is fpottcd Vlih brown fpots : 
and thus is the whole body adorned, tail and all. Sometimes, they change to a brown 
colour like that of moles. 

Their ordinary colour is grey, or rather pale moufe colour ; the fltin very thin and 
^almoft tranfparent : they moftly change to a lizard colour. But as to their changing 
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to the 'colour of all things, wWch are placed near them, experience has informed me 
that the naturalifls are here in the wrong, for they do not change to red, nor feverai 
other colours j though I muft own that I have obferved hidden changes in them on 
that account. 

‘VI never could keep them alive above live monj^s, and moll of them die in four. 
1 was very curious to know what their inteflines confiftcd of : wherefore I opened one ; 
in which I found fonie eggs, about as big as thofe of fmall birds, being all joined 
together as if in a thread, but no guts or any thing clfe. , The tongue was the moh. 
remarkable of all, being as long as the whole animal. With this they catch flies, as 
they tell us ; which is done in the following manner : — The camelion holds himfelf 
very ftill, and when a fly comes in his way, he darts out his tongue with utmoft 
fwiftnefs, gral'ps them with the lharp point of it, and draws them in j to which purpofe 
his large wide mouth, which he opens, is very convenient. 

“ If this beaft is deflrous to defeend from any height lower, he very carefully ad- 
vances, firft one foot and then the other ; which are afterwards followed with the fame 
caution by the hind feet, his tail curling about one thing or other in the meanwhile ; 
by which he can hold fall ; which continues as long as he finds any afliflance by it, and 
then falls flat to the ground. Their march is very flow. 

“ Some would have it that the camelion moftly keeps his mouth open ; but I have 
very feldom obferved it, and fcarce ever when I did not carry them to a place where 
they coi^ld have the pleafure of imbibing the air ; then, indeed, they ftretched their 
mouths wide open, and difeovered by their motion and frequent changing their colour, 
the pleafure they were fenfible of. Their eyes are round, very black, and obfervably 
fmall ; but what is mofl remarkable, is, that they can diretft one of thenr to^one fide, 
and the other to another : fo that at once they can look upwards and downward.” 

Thus far Monfieur de Bruyn ; to which I mall only add the difference which I have 
obferved betwixt thofe of Smyrna and this country j which chiefly is firft, that they here 
live as many years as Monfieur de Bruyn fays months : but then we put them in a 
garden upon one of the trees ; upon which they continue fitting fome time before they 
defeend. They have alfo feverai times been fent to Europe, and got over alive. • 

The fecond diflference is, that I have not obferved any of thefe here with their mouths 
open, and confequently have not feen the tongue or fly-catching ; which yet does not 
difengage me from believing Monfieur de Bruyn : but On the contrary, I take it for 
undoubted truth what he fays on that head for his defeription being fo exaft, it is pro- 
bable enough that he obferved it. 

In all other particulars they entirely agree ; fo that I neither can nor will fay any more 
of them, thjin that Monfieur de Bruyn might better have compared their eggs to thofe 
of lizards, than of fmall birds ; for I have obferved in all quadrupeds and creeping 
animals which do not bring forth their young, but lay eggs, for inftance, lizards, 
camelions, leguanes, fnakes, and tortoifesj that their eggs are not covered with any 
hard fhell, but rather with a thick flefli, which is pliable and weak. What do you 
think, fir, is not this letter fairly lengthened ? I think it is : wherefore it is high time 
to end the fame ; having at prefent nothing more than that 1 am with all my heart, 
Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XV.— i Treating JirJl of the feathered Kind^ t;iz. of two Species of PheafantSy 
Partridges^ wild Ducks of two Sorts, Turtle-dories, Crooked Bills, Snipes, and other 
edible though unknown Birds ; of Crown-Birds, beautiful green Birds, blue and white 
Herons, Portuguefe *, Eagles, Kites ; a certain River-Bird, very fine ; Crown-Birds 
on tlsc Gold Coaji ; Pokkoe, a large Fowl fo called by the Negroes, and valued for his 
Vglinefs ; as alfo another about the fame Size, but handfomer : — Of four Species of 
granivorous Birds ; a fmall beautiful River-Bird, Parochites, Parrots, Star-Urdsf. 

— Of Frogs 'and Toads, fome of which arc very large. —Of the great Numbers and 
variola Sorts of Snakes, fome of which have two Heads : of Scorpions ; a for^ of 
Scolopcndria, or many-footed Worms, and f ever al other Species of InfcNs . — If Bees- 

— Multitudes of Ants, and their f range Nature. — Of the fcveral Sorts of Fifi, as 
Brazilian Cod, Jacks, Plaice, Flounders ; a Fijh called Sife Pampher by the Negroes ; 
C — coverer, and feveral other large Fijh ; fevcral Sorts of Breani, Stompneufes or fat 
Nofes, Boardmanetjes or Pouts, Mackerel, Suffer, Aboci, Ray, Soles, Dabs, Lobfers, 
Crabs, Prawns, Shrimps, Sprats, Karmoti, Mullets and Batavia ; alfo three voracious 
Fijhcs, viz. Noordkapers, Sword-Fiffes, and Hays or Requiens. 

Sm, 

IN my laft having at large deferibed the wild quadrupeds and tame fowl ; it remains 
that I fhould treat of birds, reptiles, infefts, and filh. 

To begin our account of birds, with thofe which are edible ; I fliall bellow die 
firfl. place on the pheafant ; of which vaft numbers are found about Acra, in the pro- 
vince of Aquamboe, in and about Apam in the Acrafe country ; being extraordinarily 
beautiful, and about the ftze of a hen ; their feathers fpecklcd with a bright blue and 
w'hite, encircled with a Iky-coloured ring about their necks, about two fingers broad, 
and adorned with a very fine black tuft r--' their heads : in a word, it is as beautiful a 
bird as nature furniflieth among the terreftrial fpecies, and next to gold (which I always 
efteem the moft precious) is the moft charming rarity that Guinea produces. 

'I'here is a bird which w'e here call the Fidafe pheafant, becaufe they are moft fre- 
quently obferved in that country, though they are befides fometimes caught on the 
GoldCoaft. 

'Fhis bird is almoft as big as the former, though not near fo beautiful. His body is 
grey and white, a little fpeckled with blue : his head is bald, and covered with a hard 
callous (kin, which is all over knotty ; his bill is yellow ; from whence to the head 
grows out on each fide a red jollop. 

'I'o the pheafants it will be proper to add the partridges ; of which there is a vaft 
quantity all over the Gold Coaft, though we have no great numbers of diem to eat, 
by reafon of the want of fportfmen : but at Fida they are as plenty as can be deilred, ; 
and at a very low price ; and when in feafon are very good food. 

Nor do we want wild ducks, which are here very delicate, and only diifer from 
thofe in Europe by being fomewhat finaller. ^ 

There are here two forts of them ; of the firft of which, during the whole time of 
my refidence on the Coaft, 1 have feen but tw'o, which were Ihot by the dire^or’s. 
trumpeter : in fhape and fize they were not unlike other ducks ; but they were of a 
very beautiful green colour, with fine red bills and feet : their colour was fo deep and 
charming, that if they had been alive and to be fold, I Ihould not have boggled to have 
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given ten pouftJs fterling for them.’ It is remarkable that before nor fmce that time 
none of that fpecies have been feen. 

And for about four months paft, I have feen but one of the fecond fort ; which was 
alfo Ihot by one of the garrifon, and was fliaped like the former : his feet and bill were 
yellow, and his body adorned with an equal mixture of green and grey ; but not near 
fo fine as the former. 

There are here two, or rather three fpecies of turtle-doves ; the firft are fmall, of a 
bay colpur, and eat very well, being much tenderer than the fecond, which are of a 
much brighter colour : the third fort, being as tough and large as thefe, are of a very 
beautiful green ; their bills and feet are yellow ; they have a few red feathers, and their 
eyes are encircled with large white fpeckled rings ; fome of which are intermixed with 
blue. ' 

There is a very large rock above ouf fort at Axim, two or three mufquet-lhot from 
the ramparts ; which is very thick grown with underwoods, where thoufands of thefe 
two laft forts of turtles harbour, and by reafon the rock is fo clofely covered with 
thofe plants, we can catch but very few ; for if we flioot them, and they fall down, 
they are never found. Every evening they come there to rooft, and in the morning 
take their flight in quell of food. 

Crooked-bills and feveral forts of fnipes are very common here ; feveral of them 
prove good food, but moll are fo tough that they are not very much valued. 

We have here alfo multitudes of all forts of large and fmall birds, which are Ihot 
and eaten'; but befides that we are unacquainted with them, they are not diftinguiflied by 
any particular names. 

As for thofe which are not edible, but are only kept for beauty and rarity (fuppofing 
them to be caught), of the moll common there are feveral at luda, and in the whole 
country of Ardra, and alfo few at and about Acra. 

Their legs and body are about the fize of a'llork, and they are called Crown-birds, 
from the great yellowilh tuft or crown intermixed with fpeckled feathers, llrutting like 
hogs’ brillles, with which their heads are adorned : their bodies are chiefly covered 
with black feathers, and their wings furnilhed with large, red, yellow, white, and 
black quills : their heads are beautified with purple fpots, half a thumb’s breadth on 
each fide, and the forepart of their head is very clofely covered with a perfefl black 
downy fort of feathers ; which at a dillance feems to be black velvet. 

Thefe birds feem to be in great elleem in Europe, fince we are inceflantly foKcited 
by fome gentlemen to fend them over : and I have been told that they prefumed to 
prefent one of them to the King of England, who was alfo pleafed to accept of it. 
But, for my part, I cannot perceive any fuch extraordinary beauty in them ; for befides 
thfflr head ana neck, there is nothing very rare ; the reft of their body being rather dif- 
agreeable than fine. ' 

But the bird of which I havefent you the draught, on the contrary, is not lefs beau- 
tiful than rare ; for though moll of the other birds are to be found all over the coaft, 

I never law this any where but at Apam, where I am apt to think there are great num- 
bers of them ; becaufe fending out two days fucceflively, in a Ihort time 1 had one 
brought me Ihot dead ; for otherwife they are not eafily taken. 

They are very like a parrot, having exaflly fuch a bill, which is dark yellow ; the 
breaft and whole under part of their body is of a very fine green colour ; the upper 
part, grey, red, Iky-colour and deep blue, very agreeably intermixed: the head, 
neck_ and tail, which are all green, render this bird very charming ; the feathers rife 
4N9 his head like a comb ; he hath large eyes, above and below which are two of the tpeft \ 
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beautiful red rays that can be imagined. To cdnclude, this bird is not to be paralleled 
for beauty. 

Here are two forts of herons obfervablc, thb blue and the white ; both which we 
might have placed amongft the edible fowl, fince feveral here eat them. 

In thefe parts is alfo an unknown bird, as big in the body as a goofe, moftly white, > 
which we call Portugucfe, which is alfo eaten by fomefew. 

Nor are eagles wanting here, fuch as are in Europe, or at leafl; not very different 
from them. 

] lere is alfo another ravenous bird on the coaft, verv like a falcon, and though but 
a little bigger than a dove, yet he is fo bold and ftroj.g, that he attacks and flies away 
with the largeft chickens. 

The third fort of birds of* prey on this coaft, are the kites j thefe fteal all they can 
difcover and carry off, befides chickens, whether flelh or filh ; and that fo boldly, that 
they frequently feize the latter in the hands of the Negro-women as they are going 
along tlie ftreet or fitting in the market. 

There is a fowl which harbours near lakes and rivers, and may very w'ell pafs for 
a fine bird ; he is about as large as a chicken, the upper part of his body black or 
brown, fpeckled with white, and the under, either deep yellow or red ; he hath alfo 
a tuft of fpeckled feathers rifing like a comb ; and his billln proportion to his body is 
extraordinarily thick and long. 

1 have prefented you with a Fedafe crown-bird, and wilh I could alfo fend you a 
draught of the fort found ’on the Gold Coaft, and then you would obferve a great diffe- 
rence, it being twice as fine, and of ten various colours, as green, red, blue, Iky- 
colour, brown, black, white, &c. and what is very obfervable, they have a long tail, 
out of which the Negroes pull the feathers to wear on their heads. We call them 
crown-birds, bccaufe fome have a beautiful blue, and others a gold-coloured crown or 
tuft on their heads. Monfieur Focqur>'’'Srog mentions peacocks that he faw at the river 
Boutry, which can be no other than thefe birds, for here are no peacocks on the Coaft. 

There is a bird, which though ugly enough may be ellecmed lart j for I dare aver 
that the whole world doth not produce his like ; he is exafUy of the fize of a goofe, 
his wings are extravagantly long and broad, covered with dark-coloured feathers j the 
under part of his body is overfpread with alh-coloured feathers, if I may fo call them, 
lor it is really difficult to diftinguifti them from hair : under his neck he hath a crop 
or maw about a fpan long and as thick as a man’s arm, which looks like a red fkin ; 
in tliis he hoards his food, as the monkeys do in their Alfoaches. ,His neck, which is 
pretty long, and the red knob in the nape, is furnilhed with feathers as well as the 
under part of the body ; his head, in proportion to his body, is much too large, and, 
excepting a very few hairs he hath, is very bald ; his eyes are large and black, his bill 
extraordinarily thick and long ; his food is filh, of which he devours as much at once 
as would fuffice four men ; he catches the filh thrown to him very nimbly, and throws 
them down whole into his crop. He is a great lover of rats, which he alfo fwallows 
whole, and which we have often obliged him^to vomit ; for as he runs on the out- 
works of the caftie, to divert ourfelves, we caufe him to be brought above ; when, as 
though he defigned us a fervice, he brings up a half-digefted rat out of hk crop add 
lays it at our feet. > 

It is agreeable enough to fee a little boy, or our dogs fet on faint, upon which be 
trill very ftrangely arm himfelf for oppofition, pecking and ftriking them with bis bill 
ivery artificially, and> they repulfing him, which was like two {neces of wood ftruck 
agaiaft each ot^r, or a pair of ihappers. 


Thefe 
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Thefe being all his good as well as bad qualities, I leave you to judge w'hethei* he is 
handfome or u^ly, though I cannot doubt but you will declare him the lattet : the 
Negroes call him Pokkoe. 

Another bird is in fize fomewhat like the former, though his neck is much longer. 
%When he ftands on his feet and ftretches his neck upwards he is much above a man's 
hdj^ht. Our people Ihcrt him by the river of Apam, and wc found his feathers black, 
wh«e, red, fky, and feveral other colours intermixed all over his body ; his eyes are 
large and yellow. This is all I have to obfcrve of him ; he may very well pais for a 
fine bird : his name is equally unknown to me and the Negroes. 

Of another the bill is long and Iharp, his body chequered with yellow and light 
blue feathers ; a black femicircle about his neck, a long tail compofed of yellow, blue, 
and black feathers, and a few feathers on his head. ' 

There is a bird fhaped like the former, and of the fame fpecies, from which he 
cliiefly differs in that his bill is thick, fhort and black ; the under part of his body 
black, his back of a beautiful yellow, and his feet as well as bill black. 

There is alfo a bird not very different from the firft in any thing elfe except that 
grey and yellow are intermixed amongll his feathers ; he hath a fharp bill, and in pro 
portion to his fize, extraordinarily long feet and claws. 

Another bird is not above half fo big as the preceding, and fliaped alrnoft like a 
fparrow ; his colour renders him very beautiful, his head and breafi being as black as 
jet, his wings and feet grey, the reft of his body of a bright red, and it is indeed pity 
we cannot keep thefe birds alive. 

But one far exceeds all the other in beauty : he always harbours about the rivers, 
fattening himfelf with fmall fifii. His wings and the upper part of his body are entirely 
blue, fomewhat inclining to Iky-colour, as are alfo the feathers of his neck, which are 
pretty long, and the tuft on his head ; his breaft is of a dark yellow, mixed with feme 
blue and red feathers ; his feet and bill of a bright red, and very thick and long. 

Of another granivorous bird, the breaft, the under part of his body and neck, is of 
a reddifh yellow ; his head is entirely black, except a beautiful yellow fpot on the fore 
part, the upper part of his body and wings are black, and his tail is compofed of black, 
yellow and red feathers intermixed. 

Another, about as big again as the former, hath a beautiful red breaft and under part 
of his' body ; the upper part of his body, wings and tail, as black as pitch, and the 
upper part of his head of a bright yellow. 

The fmall parrochites, or Guinea fparrows, are like thofe in Europe ; we have here 
vaft numbers of the lame fpecies, without the leaft difl'erence, which are alfo called 
fparrows, for what reafon I cannot tell. 

The whole foaft, but more cfpecially the lower part of it, as Moure, Cormantyn, 
Apam and Acra very plentifully abound with thefe birds ; they are of a green colour, 
mixed with a beatiful red, and fome of them have alfo a few yellow and black feathers. 
Their bill, like that of parrots, is red and crooked. 

They are very beautiful little creatures, and daily, or whenever opportunity offers, 
we fend great numbers of them to Holland, where they bear a good value. We gene- 
rally buy them here at the rate of a Rix-dollar per dozen, but moft of them commonly 
die in their paffage to Holland, notwithftanding which, a certain author hath adven- 
tured to tell us that they live thirty, forty, or more years, but that muft be once on 
a time, for at prefent of one hundred that we fend over, fcarcely ten furvive. 

We have parrots all over the coaft, but not many, and moft of them come from far 
in-Iand countries. Thofe of Benin, Calbary, and Cape Lopez, are here moft valued, 

5 becaufe 
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becaufe fir-fetched, though their admirers are liot aware that they are much older than 
thofe we catch here, and confequently not fo docile but thefe men, like ladies, admire 
what comes from afar. 

All the parrots here on the Coaft, as alfo on the promontory of Guinea, and the 
mentioned places, are blue. 

It would be to walh an Ethiopian, or at ieafl an unneceflary talk, to fay much con- 
cerning thefe birds, fince they are fo common in Holland, that they are there much 
lefs efteemed than here, and bear a lefs price alfo j for I believe very few in Holland 
would give three, four, or live pounds ftcrling for a bi'bbling parrot, which is very fre- 
quently done here. 

Thefe, fir, are all the birds which I can recollect, but you muft not thence infer, 
that there is no greater variety of fpecies : on the contrary, I dare aver, that thefe do 
not amount to a fifth part of what I have feen, to pafs by thofe which never occurred 
to me. 

*But I mull have patience till I hear what anfwer you pleafe -to fend to my requeft : 
wherefore, to conclude this difcourfe of birds, I lhall yet add one, of which I remem- 
ber to have read wonders ; his feathers are reprefented like liars, his voice as loud as 
that of a bull ; atjd we are told that, when the Negroes are travelling, if they hear 
him on the left hand, they quit their intended journey, and return home : how far this 
relation agrees with truth, I leave you to judge. 

This bird is about twice as big as a fparrow ; his feathers are not in the leaft like 
liars, though indeed he hath a few fmall fpecks, which they will fo conftriie j but, if 
that be allowed, there are a great many liar-birds in the world. 

His voice or lowing is hollow and piercing ; but, to compare him to that of a bull, 
is to aflert, that a bell of one hundred pounds will give as great a found as that of tea 
thoufand weight. 

As to what concerns the third par. *f the account of him, I have not much to c^er 
againll it j for as the world, with refpedl to human life, .is liable to a perpetual change, 
and what at prefent is one thing, may, in one hundred years, be Jtered to another ; 
fo I can eafily believe that the Negroes were formerly fuperftitious enough to put a Hop 
to their travels and return home upon hearing this bird on the left hand, fince at pre- 
fent they do not take it for a good omen *, but now they never break off thdr journey 
on that account, unlefs it be ibme extraordinary bigots, with which all parts are itbred f 
but from them no rational charafter can be drawn. 

Having faid enough of this bird, and the whole feathered kind, I ihall, in the next 
place, fay fomething of rq)tiles, and whatever approximates to that fort of animals : 
but firll of the toads. 

Toads and frogs are as numerous here as in Europe, the laft being alfo of the lame 
fize ; but the firft are not only in as great abundance, and Ih^d Uke ours, but they 
are, in fome places, of a terrible largencfs. 

At Adja, an Englilh village, betwixt More and Cormantyn, 1 have feen Ibme as 
broad as a common table-plate. When I firft ^w them, 1 took them for land-tortoifes, 
of which we have alfo fome here ; but was foon convinced of my error by their leaping* 
The Englilh fa^or told me, that a vaft number of them harboured about that place. 
They differ from other toads only in largenefs, which renders thorn very hideous. 

The toads here, as well as in other places, are mortal enemies to the lhakes, and we 
have been eye-witnefles of feveral engagements betwixt them. > 

Here are great quantities and variety of fnakes, fome whereof are hideoully great ; 
the largeft of thofe taken in my time here was twenty foot long, though in-land 1 be- 
lieve 
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iieve there are yet much bigger ; and we have frequently found in their entrails not 
only harts and other hearts, but men alfo. 

Moft of them are venomous ; but the following are fo to an extraordinary degree, 
and therefore very dangerous. Thefe are fcarcely a yard long, but about two fpans 
V thick, and variegated with white, black, and yellow. 

I was once in the utmoll danger of my life by one of thefe ferpents ; for as I fat at 
Axim by a rock, which was overgrown with trees and under-woods, one of thefe poi- 
fonous animals was got very near me, when, by a great chance, I was aware of him 
jurt time enough to efcape the imminent danger. 

The fnakes infert not only the woods, but the dwellings of the Negroes, and even 
our forts and bed-chambers, where I have often killed them. 

Several perfons befides myfelf have feen a dead fnake with two heads ; whether 
both were ferviceable to the body, as fome affirm, fince the fnake, as I told you, was 
dead, I could not determine ; nor could I obtain any fatisfatlory account from the 
Negroes. 

We have a referve of fome of their Ikins fluff and kept ; one of which is fourteen 
foot long, and within two foot of his tail hath two claws ; which helped him to ereft 
himfelf and contributed to his more expeditious march. Ilis head is like that of a pike, 
and flocked with much fuch another row of teeth. 


One fnake is about five foot long ; as thick as a man’s arm, variegated with black, 
brown, yellow, and white flreaks, very agreeably mixed. 

The moft curious part of this reptile is his head, which is very broad and flat. He 
injures neither man nor beaft, any otherwife than by a very fmall horn, or rather tooth, 
which irregularly from the upper jaw flrikes through his nofe, and is white, liard, and 
lharp as an awl ; and the Negroes going barefoot very often infenfibly tread on them, 
by reafon that when thefe creatures meet with any repafl, they fo fatiate themfelves, 
that they fall into fuch a found fleep, that it is no final! noife that can awaken them : 
wherefore they are very eafily taken or killed. 

Next to this ferpent is a large fcorpion ; this is alfo furniflicd with fuch claws and 
feet, and their whole bodies covered over with long hair. 

Very few are ignorant how pernicious this animal is to mankind. Some of them 


have a fmall bladder full of poifon, of half a finger’s breadth, at the end of their tails, 
which they fpurt out when they ftrike either men or beafl ; and this is unq,voida- 
bly fatal. 

The fcorpions, in my opinion, ought to be reckoned amongft the number of infers, 
as well .•as the Millepedes, or Hog-lice, which are called Centepees by the Portuguefe, 
and are here found to be prodigioufly numerous ; and though their fling is not fo dan- 
gerous as that of the fcorpions, yet it is certain it occafions a very lharp pain for three 
or four hours ; after which it ceafes, without leaving the leart relick of uneafinefs. 

No place in our ports is free from thefe vermin ; the longefl of which are about a 
fpan ; they are flat and red interfpeded like other worms, havmg two fmall horns or 
rather claws, with which they flrike. The feet are on each fide of the body, and are 
thirty or forty ; their exaft number I cannot inform you of. 

If I (hould treat of all our infers, and deferibe each fpccies of them ; fuch as the 
bees, crickets, caterpillars, gralhoppers, and above twenty forts of worms, ants, and 
beetles, I Ihould fill two quires of paper ; in order to which I Ihould want nothing but 
a perfeft knowledge of that fubjeft. 

I wifli Mr. Leeuwenhoeck, that great naturalirt, had opportunity to do it; for I 
believe he would meet with more rarities here than in all other parts of the world. * I 
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have fent you herewith, as a fpecitnen, a box-full, contdniog above a hundred of* the 
inoft rare Ipecies of them ; be pleafed to reft contented with tham, and a defcription of 
a couple of infers which 1 have not there fent ; and firft of the bees. 

The excellence of the Guinea honey is very well known to many ; here are pro* 
digious quantities of that as well as wax about Rio de Gabon, Cape Lopez, and 
farther in the gulf of Guinea ; both which we have alfo on the Coaft, though not in 
fuch plenty. 

, Confidering the ftrange nature of the ants, thofe enemies to man and beaft, I cannot 
avoid treating of them at large. 

Thefe vermin make nefts about twice the hcighth of a man, of the earth, wfcllu they 
turn up in fields and hills ; bofides which they build large nefts in high trees : from 
which places they fometimes come to our forts and chambers in fuch prodigious 
1 warms, that they frequently oblige us to quit our beds in the night-time j they are 
ftrangely rapacious, and no animal can ftand before them. They have oft^ in the 
night attacked one of my live ftieep, which I have found a perfeft fkelcton in the 
morning, and that fo nicely done, that the bell mailer of the dil'membering art could 
not fucceed fo well, it being iinpoillble for human hands to have done it fo artificially. 

It is but one of their diverfions to ferve chickens and other fowl in this manner ; nay, 
as fwift as the rats are, they cannot efcape them, and it is pleafant to obferve that as 
foon as one of them all'aults a rat he is inevitably gone ; for attempting to run away he 
is attacked by feveral others, till fo many fall upon him that they overpower him, and 
they are fure not to leave him till they grow to a body ftrong enough to remove him*to 
a fafe place. 

Really if one confiders the praftice of thofe vermin, it would prompt one to con* 
joclure that they had a fort of language current amongft themfelves ; for I have feveral 
times placed a worm or beetle where rply one or two of thefe ants were, who imme- 
diately departed and returned in a minute, bringing with them above a hundred, and 
if they were not enough, in a moment more were called : after which they feize their 
prey, and march oft' with it in good order, all mutually aftifting each other in the 
carriage of the burthen. 

'J’hefe pifmires are of various forts, great and fmall, white, black and red ; the fling 
of the lalt inflames to a great degree, and is more painful than that of the millepedes ; 
the white are tranfparent as glafs, and bite fo forcibly, that in the fpace of one night 
alone, they can eat their way through a thick wooden cheft of goods, and make it as full 
of holes as if it had been fhot through with hail-fliot. 

That the ants have a king, which is as large as a Crey-fifh, as Monfieur Foequen- 
brogis pleafed to tell us, is what 1 do ngt know', and confequently dare noi*aver. 

Having thus, in my opinion, particularly enough treated of the animals w'hich fly in 
the air as well as thofe on the earth, it remains only to finilh this letter in running 
through thofe who inhabit the fea and rivers. 

The want of flelh and other neceffary provifion in this country' renders the fea con- 
fiderable as the principal fupport of human life, 'without which it were impoffible to 
fubfift here ; for not only the Negroes, but moll of the Europeans live only on filh, 
bread and palm-oil. So that it is a very great happinefs, and particular providence of 
God, that the fea and rivers here feem eameftly to contefl which fhall produce the beft, 
fifli. 

Both afford very good and delicious fifh, the principal of which 1 fhall here exem- 
plify. Firft, the fea here produces a fifh as large as our common cod, which is here 
tallecf Brazilian cod, being extraordinarily fat and delicate; after which follow — 
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The Jacks or Pikes, great and fmall, which in their feafon are very fat and good, and 
not fo hairy as in Holland. 

Here are al/b plaice and flounders ; and though the firfl; but feldom appears, yet 
the fecond are extraordinarily plentiful, though neither fo thick nor fo good as ours in 
Holland, from which they alfo vifibly differ in lhape. 

There is another fort of fmall flat fi(h here, which in delicacy furpaffes all the reft 
on the coaft ; thcfe fifli are here called Pifie-pamphers : which are alfo followed by 
another as flat, but rounder. 

Here are IlaU-Koords, Corcoados, Giltheads, and other large fifti, as black and 
white Carabins, which are cheap and good food for the meaner lort of people. 

Here are bream in very great plenty, of three or fom forts ; two of which efpecially 
are very fat and delicate, which are commonly called Jacob Evertxenand Roojtud. 

Amc^igft the middle-fized fifli, are lirll the flat-nofes, fo called from their very flat 
fnouts ; they tafte like our haddock. 

The fccond fort, which are much lefs, are a fort of Pouts, called by the Dutch 
Baardmannetjes, from their hairs like aboard hanging at their chops. 

We have fometiincs mackarel, though hut very few are caught ; bur vafl; flioals are 
taken of the Sailer or king’s-fifh, as the Dutch call it j which in their feafon are extra- 
ordinarily fat and good, tailing like eels ; gutted and dried, they are eaten inflcad of 
falmon. 

Amohgfl; tlic fmall fifli, tlie fiift which occurs is the Aboei, fomewhat like our 
trout, but much firmer and more delicate, they are taken here by thoufands. 

Ray or thorn-back, both gn-at and fnvali, an; here very good and in prodigious plenty. 

Soles and dabs are here extraordinary, the firlt exceeding oiirs in Holland. 

Nor is here any want of lobllers, crabs, Ihrimfis and prawns ; we have alfo thoufands 
of tw'o forts of Iprats, great and final I, both tvhich are very fat when in feafon, though 
the former fo ftringy, that they are not much citeemed ; but the lall are very agreeable 
food, and very good either pickled like herrings or dried like red-herrings, both which 
ways W'e yearly preferve great quantifies. 

The river-filh, befides thofe wliich come out of the fea and flay in rivers, are of 
three forts : firft, Carmou, a white tifh, the largeft of which fpecles are about three 
quarters of a yard long, and of the (hicknefs of a man's arm ; they are fo far from 
being too lean, that they would be very delicious if not too fat and oily. 

The fecond is the mullet, which diflers from the former only in that it is lefs and 
hath not fo thick a head, but it is full as good food as the other. 

fhe rivers produce a third fort of fifli here called Batavia, the largeft of which are 
indifferently good, if they do not tafte muddy, which they are very apt to do ; feme 
of us have (though very erroncoufly) taken them for perch, w'hich they are not in the 
leaft: like. 

I could fpecify fevcral other fifli, but I content myfelf with touching upon the prin- 
cipal Ipecies, and affiiring you that a lover of fifli, as I reckon myfelf, may here meet 
with full fatisfaftion ; he may make a fatiating fifh-meal at five or fix-pence charge ; 
and a foldier, or thofe who cannot afford to run fo high, may eat their fill at half that 
price. I would be here underftood to fpeak of the general courfc of the market, for 
* fometimes there is at leaft one lialf difference as well in the price as goodiiefs, and it is 
really very melancholy to fee how the miferable meaner fort fubfift when there Is no 
fifli, which commonly happens in the ill-weather, or winter, as it is here called ; for 
at other times one fort of filh or another being in feafon, there never is any want. 

However 
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* However I (hall yet add a defcription of three fpecies more, that are found on this 
coafi: ; which by reafon of their rarity I cannot omit. 

The firft and largeft are called there and elfewhere by the Dutch Noordkfipers ; I 
fhall fpeak more particularly of thefe in another place, and at this time only hint that, 
on the Coaft in fine weather, when the fifliermcn are in the bell of their caption, thefe 
fifli come towards the fliore, and, as the Negroes aflure us, fo frighten all the filh, that 
they immediately take their flight, and even the next day not a filh is to be feen in 
the fea, fo that they doubtlcfs purfue them very clofely. 

The fecond are the fword*fifli, fo called by reafon of he flat bone, about a yard or 
an ell long, and a hand’s breadth, which they have at the end of their fnotit ; this 
bone is furnilhed with about foventeen, nineteen or more lharp teeth, about a finger’s 
length, on each fide, and mollly rugged, and one more on one fide than the other. 
He is feven, eight, nine and fometimes ten foot long, though he is alfo extraordinarily 
thick. How th^efe filh wage war againft whales and other very large filh, I cannot 
inform you ; for 1 lhall not fay any thing tending that way, becaufe I never faw any fuch 
thing, nor have been at the place where any of thefe Ikirmilhcs have happened ; and 
out of an apprehenfion that I Ihould never return, 1 am not very felicitous to vifit them, 
elteerning it much better to llay at home. 

The third fort are Hayes or Requiens, by fome (though utterly wrong) named fea- 
dogs, for they are not in the leall like them. They are very thick as well as very long, 
fome of them betwixt twenty and thirty foot; their head is broad, flat, and thCirfnout 
very lharp-pointed ; as to the reft they are very ugly. This filh is the Negro’s bell 
and moll common food. They are daily taken on the Gold Coaft in great Ihoals. The 
Europeans never eat them, by reafon of the toughnefs of their flelh ; to remedy which 
the Negroes lay them a rotting and ftinking feven or eight days, after which they are 
greedily eaten as a delicacy, and a great t.^nde is driven in this commodity to the imland 
country. 

The Haye 'doth not ipawn like other filhes, nor lay eggs (as the tor loife does), but 
calls its young in the manner of quadrupeds. 

Thefe filh do no manner of damage on the whole Gold Coaft ; but at Fida and 
Ardra, where the Have-trade is managed, they are extraordinarily ravenous, and in 
my opinion fiercer than the moll voracious animal in the world. 

If any perfon fall over-board, he is infallibly dead, unlcfs (which very I'eldom happens) 
none of thefe filh are near, or he is immediately helped. 

When dead Haves are throwm over-board, I have fometimes, not without horror, feen 
the difmal rapacioufnefs of thefe animals ; four or five of them together Ihoot to' the 
bottom under the Ihip to tear the dead corpfe to pieces, at each bite an arm,* a leg, or 
the head is fnapped off', and before you can tell twenty they have fometimes divided the 
body amongft them fo nicely that not the leall particle is left, nay, not fo much as any 
of the entrails ; and if any one of them happens to come too late for his fliare, he is 
ready to eat up the others, and they attack one another with the greateft violence in 
the world, and mounting their heads and half tllbir bodies above the fiirface of the 
water, they give one another fuch forcible blows that they make the fea around to 
tremble. * , 

When the Haye feizes his prey, he is obliged to turn himfelf on his back, becaufe his 
mouth is placed far behind and low, wherefore he cannot come at any thing upwards. 

When wc fometimes take one of thefe filh and haul him on board with a rope, we 
are always obliged to keep at a dillance ; for befides his lliarp teeth, he ftrikes with 
•* * 3^2 • his 
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his tail) which is prodi'gioully ftrong, and whoever comes near him lofes dther an arm 
or a leg, or at leaft hath it broken to pieces. 

I fa ke the reafon why they do not fall on mankind on the Gold Coaft to be, that 
they can here eafily fatiate themfelves with fraaller fifh, which is wanting at Ardra and 
i>1da, wherefore rather than ftarve they devour human bodies, which I am apt to think 
relilh very well, fmce when our Ihips depart from thbfe places, they fometimes follow 
them for three weeks or a month, waiting for more flaves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithftanding the rapacious cruelty of thefe fifh, yet fome perfons told me as a 
certain truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are ravenous enough, it happened that 
one of our mailers, either by misfortune or neceffity (I forget which), was over-board, 
and not being able to fwim very well, was in danger of drowning, but that a Haye, in 
the very lucky minute, foftly caught him by the leg, and carried him on board one of 
our iliips. If this be true, it is a greater miracle than Arion’s engaging the dolphin 
by his melodious harp to waft him fafe to ihore, fince the Haye faved the man without 
any inducement : but to believe this to be true, requires a ftrong faith ; notwithftand- 
ing that, to engage me to it, the very man, the particular day and place are named ; but 
two reafons ftrongly oppofe the truth of this ftory ; firft, the innate cruelty of this filh ; 
fecondly, that whilft on his belly he cannot take any hold ; fo that he muft have lain 
on his back ere he could have feized this mafter, after which he muft have fwam in 
that pofture. But you will fay perhaps that in his youth he had learned to fwim on his 
back (as our boys commonly do), in order to praftice it upon occafion. What ftiall 
I fay, my friend ? Nature is very ftupendous in her operations ; let us leave this ftory 
there j and as to the reft be allured that I paflionately defire always to remain, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XVI. — Treating of Trees and other Plants ; as firjl of the Palm-trees, and 
their Fruit, and other Properties: — Of four Sorts of Palm-Wine. — Of Cocoa-trees, 
•wild Cocoas or Palmetos. — - Oranges and Lemon-trees ; their Numbers and Virtues, and 
•where abound mojl. — A copious Defeription of the Papai-tree, and its Fruit ; alfo of 
the Tree called Pifang, dl/linguijhed into Bakovens or Paquovens and Bananas . — 
What Sort of Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are, and why fo called. — Of Pomegranates 
and •vinous Grapes . — Of fever al forts of wild Trees, fame of which arc very high and 
large ; amongst others' the Capoi-trees, why fo called. — Where Wood ft for fine Works 
is produced. — Of the Fruits of the Earth ; and firjl of the Corn, or the greater or Icffer 
Sort of lAilhio or Millet, Rice, Jambes and Potatoes : — Of all Sorts of Beans : — A large 
Defeription of Ananas ; concerning which fome Authors are contradiRcd : — Of Water- 
Melons, a very fine Fruibt — Of Malagueta, otherwife called the Grains of Paradife, 
ojr Guinea Pepper. — Piement, Tarragon^nd finking Tobacco ; of •which the Negroes 
are great Lovers. — Of the Manner f boiling their Salt. 

Sir, ’ 

THIS fhall only difeharge the promife of the former, to fay fomething concerning 
the trees here and their fruit, as well as'the corn and plants of this country ; in which, 
to avoid all circumlocution, as the cocoa in the Eaft Indies, by way of excellence, is 
numbered amongft the firft trees, fo, with equal ljuftice, the palm claims the pre-emi- 
nence here ; fmce, with the help of bread and filh, it fubfills moft of the people on the 
Coaft. 

. ■ The 
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The firft produce of this tree is its nuts ; which roafted when young tafte very de^ 
licioufly, and when old are covered with a red hulk or Ihell, black on the hinder-paft, 
and contain the palm-oil, which is obtained by contufion and exprellion, as that of dives. 
This oil is naturally red, but if kept fome years turns white ; it is a little naufeous firft 
to new comers here, but for him that is ufed to it, is no defpicable fauce ; befides that, 
it is very ftrengthening and healthful, and I am inclined to prefer it in feveral difhes 
before oil of olive. 

After the oil is exprefled, the pulp ferves the Negroes for a delicacy, and if kept till 
old is extraordinarily good to fatten hogs, and render iheir flelh very firm. 

The fecond fruit it yields is the wine itfelf : to obtain and draw off whiclj, when the 
trees are old enough to be put, they are bereft of all their branches, and rendered en- 
tirely bare ; in which condition having remained a few days, a little hole is bored in the 
thickeft part of the trunk, into which is inferted a fmall reeden pige ; and through t||at 
the palm-wine drops into a pot fet under to receive it ; but it diftils fo flowly, that in 
twenty-four hours fcarce a pottle of wine iffues from one tree. In this manner, pro- 

f iortionable to the goodnefs of the ground in which the tree is planted, it yields wine 
or twenty,- thirty, or fometimes more days ; and when it hath almoft run its laft, they 
kindle a fire at bottom, in order to draw more wine with the greater force. 

This wine being drank frefh (or under the trees, as our phrafe runs here,J is very de- 
licious and agreeable, but withal fo ftrong, that it unexpeftedly fteals to the head, and 
very fpeedily intoxicates. But that which the peafants bring daily to the fliiore is not 
worth much, becaufe it is impoverilhed and adulterated ; and I believe it is not fo much 
coveted by the meaner fort and the Negroes for its agreeable tafte as its inebriating 
quality, with which it is plentifully endowed, though very much vitiated by a pretty 
large mixture of water. 

The tree thus drained of its wine, ,is fit for nothing but firing ; but when green, its 
leaves are ufod to make ropes, nets, and other neceffary things. 

There are four forts of this tree ; each of which hath a particular name : we have 
already fpoke of the right and genuine palm-wine. 

The fecond fort of palm wine is drawn in no country befides that of Fantyn, and is 
called Quaker ; for what reafon I have already informed you in another letter. This 
fort exceeds the other fomewhat in pkafantnefs of flavour, and very much in ftrength ; 
half fo much of this as (ff the other being a dofe fcarcely to be carried off; and the trees 
from whence it is drawn are not above half as big as the right palm-trees. 

The third fort is drawn at Ancober, Abokroe, Axim, and Ante, though but in very 
fmall quantities at the laft ; and goes by the name of Pardon : fo that you may eafily 
believe no villany here can be committed fo great, but that pardon is eafily attainable, 
if the perfon be in the good graces of the god Bacchus. 

This wine, though of a very diflerent,.hath yet as pleafant a tafte as the former, but 
not fo ftrong. 

'J’hefe trees are not cut, but the wine is drawn out of them whilft growinf, as the 
Suri is drawn out of the cocoa-tree in the Fall Indies ; with this difference, that after 
the wine is there drawn ofl', the trees remain alive ; whereas they here wither and dry ; 
the reafon of which is I believe, that in India they do not draw off all the wine at once, 
but leave a remainder for nourilhment to encourage the farthA growth of the tree ; 
whereas here they force out the laft drop : whence the tree, utterly deprived of all its 
moifture, muft needs entirely wither and die. 

The fourth kind is produced in the countries of Ante, Jabi, and Adorn ; and is of a 
Vfery dift'erent flavour from all the other three, and utterly void of all manner of 

ftrength ; 
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flrength ; but when drank frefli, taftes like milk ; and nine or ten hours after it is 
dhiwn is not fit to be drank, nor is it good for any thing : this is called Crillia. 

The Negroes report, that drinking much of this wine caufes the virile member to 
grow to a large fize ; which is indeed credible, by reafon that the Negroes are in no 
place on the Coaft fo fubjed to this diftemper as in the mentioned countries. The wine 
is drawn from thefc trees as already you have been informed the Pardon is, that is, 
whilft growing. 

The trunk of the palm-tree is in circumference about an ordinary man’s height, 
and about as tall as he alio. That called Quaker is not above half fo big. Both Ihoot 
their branches upwards ; iome of which are in length twenty foot or above. I'hef,- 
branches, called here and elfewhere Bamboos, are ufed for covering of houfes, for 
hedges, and on feveral occafions. On each fide of thefe Bamboos grow fmall long 
flips, which are their leaves. 

The Pardon-trees grow like the cocoa-nuts, though on a much thinner ftalk. The 
CrilEa-trecs grow alfo in the fame manner, though they very remarkably differ in 
height and thicknefs of the trunk, this not exceeding the fourth-part of the height of 
the Pardon-tree ; and out of every plant of this fort flioot generally four, five, or 
more ftalks, from all which wine is drawn. 

The perfed mature age of a palm-tree is ten, twelve, or more years *, and then but 
ten, fifteen, or at moft. twenty gallons of wine are drawn off ; notwithftanding which, 
this wine daily comes in fuch prodigious plenty to the Ihore, that it is really to be won- 
dered at ; and from hence we may naturally infer that there muff be many thoufands 
of thefe trees growing in this country, or, the wine will loon be at end. An anchor 
of five gallons is commonly fold for about two fhillings and three-pence Englifli money j 
though at fome times and places it is one half cheaper than at others. 

Next the palm, the cocoa-tree ought indifputably to take place. How beneficial 
thefe trees are to mankind, is known to many, and may be feen in feveral deferiptions 
of Eaft India voyages. But here, through the ignorance of the Negroes, no other 
advantage refults from them than the fruit, 1 mean the nut } the kernel of which, as 
well as the enclofed milk, is very pleafant to the tafte. 

Thefe trees (hoot up in this country to the height of thirty or forty, and fornetimes 
fifty foot their branches and (fo called) leaves, are like thofc of the palm, excepting 
that the cocoa-branches are not fo long, or fit for the ufes the other are emjjloyed in. 
Thefe trees bear their fruit in the fourth or fifth year, and live fifty years and longer. 

The wild cocoa-trees, otherwife called palm-trees, grow alfo here, and bear a fruit, 
which but very few of the Europeans eat, though the Negroes do. This tree is very 
much thicker than the genuine cocoa, efpccially in the middle, where it is of a fur- 
prifing greatnel^ ; and what adds to the oddnefs of the figure, is, that the top and 
bottom are one half fmaller. At the top grows a fruit, which feems to be the pith of 
the tree, and is called Palm-cabbage, becaufe it hath a fort of cabbagy tafte. 

In the country of Axim are vafl quantities of fweet as well as four oranges : the fwcet 
are pretty good, but the garden of Elmipa, which is extraordinarily full of them, hath 
fome, which for agreeable tafte fall very little fhort of thofe of China. 

In the other countries there are very few or no orange-trees ; notwithftanding Mon- 
fieur Foequenbrog ha»h beenpleafed to aver, that they grow in great multitudes along 
the river Boutry ; in which he is abfolutely miftaken, for I have feveral times failed 
along that river, and never found any, nor according to the report of the Negroes were 
there ever any ; there are a few indeed on the hill near our forts, but not one on the 
mentioned river-fide. 


Lemon- 
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Lemon-trees, which are here called Brambas, grow all over the Coaft, efpedaIl|F 
at Moure, where they are preffed ; and which place, if the feafon be not unufually 
dry, is able annually to deliver above two hundred auras of lime-juice. About twenty 
or twenty-five (hillings Englilh money is the price of an aum of lime-juice, or piclcled 
fmall lemons. 

The Guinea lime-juice and pickled lemons are too well known and efteemed in 
Holland to require me to infill: any longer on that head. 

Some authors have faid a great deal concerning the Papay-tree, but without due 
examination : we are told that they have neither brat.ches npr leaves, and that it does 
not grow above man’s height, &c. But to refute titefe and fome other onii-I^ns that 
are cherilhed, I need only ckferibe the true and natural lhape of this tree. 

His trunk, being feveral foot thick, is compofed of a fpongy wood, or rather roof, 
which it moll rcfembles : it is hollow, and may very eafily be cut through the middle 
with a hatchet. The fruit at firlt grows at the top of the trunk, without any branches ; 
but as the tree grows older it llioots out branches alfo towards the top, which referable 
young I'focks ; on wliich the fruit alio grows. At the very top of the trunk, and of 
the mentioned branches, llioot other fmall fprigs almoll like reeds, a little crooked and 
hollow ; and at the extremity of thefe fprigs grow very fine broad leaves, frequently 
cleft, not very uulike vine-leaves, excepting the fize only. 

Some papay-trees run up to the height of thirty foot, which is confiderably more than a 
man’s height. I'he fruit, or w hat is properly called the Papay, is about -half as big 
as the cocoa-nut, of an oval fliape, green without and white within j but with age-they 
turn very red within, and abound with numerous white kernels, which are the feed 
from whence they arc produced. The papays tafte rather worfe than better than 
pompions. 

1 here grow multitudes of papay -tr' all along the Coaft ; and thefe are of two forts, 
viz. the male and female, or at lead they are here fo called, on account that thofe 
named males bear no fruit, but are continually full of blolTonis, ;onfifting of a long 
white flower } the female alfo bears the fame blolfom, though not fo long, nor fo 
numerous. 

Some have obferved, that the females yield their fruit in greatefl: abundance when 
the males grow near them ; you may, fir, believe what you pleafe ; but if you do not, 

I (hall not charge you with herefy. 

So much hath already been written concerning the Pifang-tree, which is divided into 
Bakovens and Banantes or Bananas, that it feems hardly wa>rtli w hile to detain you 
on that head any longer, than to confirm what others have faid, as that its fruit, efpe- 
cially the Bakovens, are very good ; that they bear in a year, though but once in all, 
for then the flock is cut off ; and from the root there fhoot out live or fix frelh flocks ; 
fo that this plant may pafs for a perpetual almanack, as being indeed endlefs. 

The Hock of thefe trees, if they deferve that name, grow' to once and a. half or 
twice man’s heighth. Thofe who are of ('pinion that the leaves of this tree were the 
leaves with which our fii ft parents covered ilVeir nakednefs, are not fo much out of 
the way, partly becaufe thefe leaves are long and broad enough for that end, and 
partly by reafon they are called Fig leaves, and thefe trees the name of Indian 
figs j though I mull own befides that they are very unfit for cloathing or covering, 
for a t(mch of the finger makes a hole in them : wherefore they would hardly ferve a 
live body. 

^ Here arc alfo feveral other fruitful trees, but tfieir fruit is not only unknown to us, 
but eaten by very few : wherefore 1 fliall fay very little concerning them. And firfl. 
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#e have here a fort of Ifrult, like our two forts of plums, blue and white, in Oiape as 
w^ll as colour; but they are not very well tailed, as being very fweet, mealy 
and dry. 

But I ought not to forget the Cormantyn-apple (fo called, becaufe it moil plentifully 
abounds in that country), which is as big as a walnut, with its green hulk on ; its rind 
is yellow, fomewhat inclining to red : in the core are four large, flat, black kernels, 
which arc furrounded by the pulp or the fruit itfelf ; which is red and white, and of a 
fort of fliarp, fweet taile, but moil inclining to acid. It is a very agreeable rcfrefliing 
fruit, and very comfortable for the fick, efpecially thofe afflidled with the bloody flux, 
for it is very ailringent, and boiled with wine and fugar, is not only more ufcful, but 
more agreeable than tamarinds. 

I have alfo feen a few pomegranates in the gardens of Elmina and Moure ; but be- 
fore they come to maturity they rot or fall off ; fo that they fcarcely come to any 
thing. 

I muff not pafs over the Mourefe vine ; Mourefe, I call it, becaufe, except that at 
Mouree, there is not one on the Coail. This produces grapes twice a year, commonly 
in Auguil and January ; and would doubtlefs yield avail quantity, if pruned in a pro- 
per manner and fcafon by a fkilful hand ; but being entruffed to an ignorant Negro, 
not half the grapes come to perfedlipn, but wither or rot before they are hall ripe : and 
it is farther to be feared that the vine itfelf, by this miferable lopping, will run to 
utter ruin.' 

It yields a blue grape, which is fubllantial and very well tailed, and not fo juicy as 
ours in Holland : but 1 doubt not, if carefully looked after, but that they would be as 
good, if not better than the bell in Europe, fmce they are already better than the Dutch 
ones. 

It is obfervable that vines will not grow any \fhere here but at Moure, trials being 
made at Elmina and other places, but without any fuccels. 

To the bell of my remembrance this vine w'as lirll planted by the Portuguefe, who 
brought it firll from Brazil fome years pall ; and the fruit thereof is fo very agreeable 
to the European inhabitants, that it is to be willied more could be planted and railed at 
other places ; for at prefent nobody is the better for it, except the fador at Moure, the 
direftor-general, and the gentlemen at his table ; and fcarcely one of one hundred that 
come here can obtain the favour of feeing it. 

Thefe are all the fruit-trees of Guinea, I mean that part called the Gold Coail : I 
lhall then next advance to the defeription of the wild trees. Before which, I cannet 
help taking notice of another millake of Monfieur Foequenbrog : he was very much 
in the wrong<o tell the world that at Elmina, and feveral miles adjacent, there grows 
neither leaf, grafs, nor tree. This is utterly falfe ; for befides the trees round about 
Elmina and on the hills, the banks of the frelh river, but half a mile diflant, are fur- 
nilhed with great numbers of fine lofty trees ; from hence, and feveral other particu- 
lars, it plainly appears that gentleman was too partial in his defeription of this Coail. 
It is indeed true, that the country abouf Elmina is more bare of trees than other places, 
but not fo bad as to deferve fuch a wretched charader. 

To return to my flibjed, I aver, that the whole coail is filled with high and low 
trees ; and the charming lhady groves ferve to render the ntalignity of this place more 
fupportable ; and fo delight thole who take their progrels into the in-Iand country, that 
they oblige them entirely to forget the intolerable badnefs of the ways. 

Here are forne which naturally grow up in fuch a furprifing manner, as even art it- 
felf muft blufliing own, it could not have contrived any thing like it ; others grow fo 
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thick, and thdtf fhady boughs are fo widely extotded, that tftey form entire alle^ , 
which afford an amazing fatMaftion to any who are inclined to take the pleafure of 
walking. 

I remember to have formerly read in Olearius, and other writers, of trees large 
enough to fhelter two thoufand men ; and the tree of which Father Kirchen (a perfon 
that, in my opinion, Ihould advance nothing but truth), writes, that in its fruit or ihell 
(I think it was a chefnut), it could lodge a Ihepherd and his whole flock, muft not be 
very fmall, but may very well pafs for a wonder in nat u e ; but, after all, it is not in 
the leafl; to be compared with the trees of this country, I have feen fome, he’-e that 
twenty, inftead of two thoufand, men, might ftand under, fuppofing th ,m clofe to 
one another : and if thefe authors mean fo, I do not fcruple to believe them ; nor I 
believe do you. But, to pafs over this ; it is certain that here are extraordinarily high 
and large trees, which may be concluded from the great canoes, of which I formerly 
wrote to you ; and, fince thefe boats muft be made of a ftraight piece of wood equally 
thick all over, and that very few trees grow direftly fo, what I offer is not incredible, 
that the mentioned canoes do not amount to above half the bulk of the tree. 

I have feen fome of thefe trees fo high, that their tops and branches growing out of 
them were fcarcely to be reached by a common mufquet*lhot. They are here called Ca- 
pot-trecs, becaufe on them grows a certain fort of cotton here called Capot ; which is 
very proper for filling of beds, efpecially in this country, where feather-beds arc much 
too hot. 

The wood of this tree is light and porous, and fcarcely fit for any other ufe than 
making of canoes. 

The tree which our countrymen, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, found on Ilha 
del Principe, or Prince Illand, which w’aj four and twenty fathom in compafs, was, I doubt 
notin the leaft, this Capot-tree. Tii re is alfo one at Axim, which ten men would 
have much ado to grafp ; not that the body of the tree is fo bulky, but that it is fo 
vaftly extended by its prodigious fprouts, which clofely furround it. 

If we had any Romifh priefts in this country, we could give them fome of thefe 
branches to build them fmall oratories, and then the thorny prickles with which this 
tree is abundantly ftored, would ferve to correft and chaftife their unruly flelh, and fave 
them the charge of buying w'hips. 

But to let the priefts alone, and to return to our fubjeft ; we have here feveral trees 
which furnilh very fine working wmod. Firll of all in the country of Ante, near the 
Brandenburgher fort Acoda, or Dorothea, and behind our fort Lydfaemheyd at Apam, 
is yellow wood ; of which very fine chairs and tables are made. At Rio de Gabon 
there is alfo red and yellow wood, very proper for the fame ufe, befides which, if any 
perfons applied themfelves to fell it, there is very good wood for the making of rudders, 
fmall mafts and other naval neceflaries : and I am apt to think that here are good large 
maft-trees, or at leaft fuch grow here out of which they might be made, if not for 
great Ihips, yet for barks, yatches, and other fm|Jl craft. 

To complete this difeourfe of trees', I ought to tell you that the Negroes in all parts 
of this country, have felefted and confecrated fome particular trees, under which they 
perform their religious worfhip ; which are generally fuch, in whoft production nature 
hath difplayed her greateft perfeClions. 

I have long fince treated concerning the Negroes’ idolatry in this particular, wherefore 
it is unneceffary to repeat it here. But taking leave of the trees, I come next to the 
• fruits of the earth ; amongft which, firft of the com here called Milhio. 
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' The large Milhio is by moll taken to be the Turkifli wheat, which is fo well known 
'in Holland that it is not worth while to defcribe it. 

The Milhio is here fowed and reaped twice every year ; the firft harveft is generally 
in Auguft, and the other at the latter end of the year, though but fmall ; for the 
Negroes do not fow much againft this time, becaufe it is not reafonable to expeft much 
rain, without which this grain will not come up well. 

It were to be wilhed that corn were to be produced in our country with as little trou- 
ble as here; one, or at moll, two men can manure and plough as much land as one 
plough can turn up in Holland, befides which, the corn here very fpeedily takes root. 

When grown up, the llalk is once and a half or tw ice man’s height ; on W'hich one, 
two, three, and fometimes four ears of Milhio grow, eafeh of which contains about 
three (»• four hundred grains ; fo that the millet here increafes vallly more than the 
European corn. 

When the millet is firll reaped, in time of peace a thoufand ftalks may be bought 
for about a crown Englilh money, and in fome countries for about one third or fourth 
part lefs ; the corn of thefe thoufand llalks, being feparated from the ftalks, makes about 
live bulhels, which is a fack and a half. 

The grain of Milhio is white and red, tlic white is the moll beautiful, but the red 
is by moll people held for the bell. When this corn is beaten fmall, attd cleanfed from 
the bran, it makes indifferently good bread, but fomewhat heavy for want of yeaft. 
If the millet here were ground, bolted and baked like our corn in Europe, it would 
doiibtlefs become very good bread ; but wanting all thefe conveniences, and leaven 
being not ufed, the bread here is very clammy and heavy. 'I’his lliall fuflice you for 
the great millet or Turkilh wheat. 

The fecond fort of Milhio, called by the Portuguefe maize, is a grain like the corian- 
der-feed, and is made into bread as well as tht other, and very much refembles our 
flighter lort of rye ; it talles very well, and is veuy nourilhing ; it grows in the fame 
manner as the great Milhio, only the ftaik is not fo thick, nor the ears covered with 
leaves as the other is, wherefore it is nmeh more expofed to the granivorous birds than 
the larger, and is not fown near lb much as that, for which reafon it is one half 
dearer. 

The great, as well as fmall, Milhio is fowed all along,the whole Coaft ; but leaf! of 
all at Axim ; wherefore it is always dearcll there. Tlie country of Ante, in fruitful 
years and time of peace, produces prodigious quantities ; 1 havcfecnit bought and have 
alfo bought myfelf, one thoufand ftems or ftalks for fix, feven, eight and nine Takues, 
each Takoe amounting to about four-pent e-farthing Engliftj money, and a fack amount- 
ing at higheft not to two and twenty pence. 'Ehus, corn, in time of peace, is the 
cheapeft of all provifions, but in war-time it fometimes riles to an incredible price ; I 
have known a thoufand ftalks fold for an ounce of gold, which is fomewhat lefs than 
four pounds fterling ; to which the lazinefs of the Negroes, which is fo great that they 
feldom fow more than what is like to be confumed that year, contributes very much, 
as alfo the gre^it number of Englifti 'ilave-fhips which yearly come to this coaft ; for 
thefe not being fo well vidlualled as we, they are obliged to buy Milhio, which yearly 
carries off many thoufand facks. 

This corn generally betwixt February and harveft, rifes from one crown to one pound 
fterling the thoufind ftems. 

Next the tillage of corn, follows that of rice, which is not common all over the 
Coaft } noi is there any, or at leaft but very little, on the fliore of the Gold Coaft, any, 

1 2 more 



BOSMAN*S otron 


459 

niore than at Axim or ^te ; but on the higher part of the Coaft, it grows in fuch 
prodigious plenty, that it is eafy to load a Ihip with it, perfeAly cleanfed, for ont 
penny or lefs the pound ; whilft at Axim, Ante, Abocroe and Ancober, the foul and 
unfifted bears about the fame price. 

It is no fmall happinefs for the Negroes of Axim that their foil is fo proper for rice, 
which in fome meafure foftens their want of Milhio. 

Next rice, by reafon cf its great advantage to the inhabitants, is the fruit called 
Jammes. They grow under the earth like turnips, and are about two fpans long, and 
as much in the grafp or thicknefs. They (hoot out a long green leaf almoft like that 
of French beans, with little prickles. 'I'liis leaf the Negroes fo order, thrt climbs 
up ftakes appointed for thax end, and by it they can determine when the root is come 
to maturity, at which time they dig it out of the earth. 

It is fnow-white within, and is roallcd or boiled and eaten by the Negroes, as alfo by 
feveral Europeans, as bread ; its tafte is not difagreeable, being much like that of our 
earth-nuts, and though not quite fo fweet, is drier and firmer. 

In the country of Ante there grows abundance of Jammes, but Saboe is the country 
which produces them in greateft plenty ; whence, when in feafon, they are fent by 
thoufands to feveral other places. Thofe who buy them at Moure, give about fourteen 
(hillings a hundred, and fell them again at othec places to good profit. 

The fecond fubterraneous fruit here is called potatoes, which, like the Jammes, alfo 
fends forth a green leaf that runs along the ground, fome branches of which-, cut oflf and 
planted in the ground, in a fliort time grow potatoes ; but the Jammes never -grow 
without fome of the fruit itfelf be planted. 

Thefe potatoes are of an oval lhape, commonly like the large long turnips with us ; 
they, as well as the Jammes, arc perfedly white within, and boiled or roafted are alfo 
eaten for bread, efpecially at Fida, ■v^here they are the Negroes’ ordinary diet. They 
are fweet, and cat much better inan Jammes, tailing very much like our boiled 
chefnuts. 

The country of Saboe produces the greateft quantities of this fruit, and next to that 
the country of Ante ; of which we may fay (confidering it as a part of the Coaft), that 
it wants nothing neceffary to human life. 

It is told me as truth, that before the Portuguefe came to this coaft, the Negroes 
fubfifted themfelves with thefe two fruits, and a few roots of trees j they being then 
utterly ignorant of Milhio, which was brought thither by that nation. 

I am more ftrongly induced to believe this, becaufe in the promontory of Guinea 
there are at this time countries where no Milhio, or at leaft very little, is cultivated, and 
the inhabitants live on the, two mentioned fruits, but more efpecially Jammes. 

Thus, having deferibed the four fruits moft nereifary to the fupport of mankind, it is 
now proper to give an account what this country yields befides for food, which moftly 
confifts in feveral forts of beans ; the firft of which are not unlike our garden-beans 
in figure and tafte. 

The fecond fort are a fize larger ; their cods are about three quarters of a yard long, 
and the bean of a bright red colour. 

The third fort are almoft like thofe fmall fpecies, called in JJolland the Princefs’s 
beans, only they are of a deep red ; thefe are not only very good and nourilhing, but 
very fine food. 

All thefe beans grow like French-beans with us, either propt up, or creeping up 
jfy a hedge. 
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But thofe which follow, grow in a very different manner ; as firft, a fort of fmalf 
beans, here called Jojootjes, which, like the potatoes, run along the ground, are enclofed 
in long {lender hulks, and when young and green are extraordinarily good eating. 

Here are alfo beans which grow on trees as big as goofe-berry bulhes in Holland. 
Thefe are fhelled like green peas, fo that a large number goes to make up a difh ; but 
they are neither fweet nor foft. 

Here is alfo another fort called Gobbe-gobbes, which grow two together in a cod 
under the earth, and flioot out a fmall leaf above the furface of the earth ; thefe are the 
worfl of all the forts of beans, and yet they are eaten by feveral. 

The fecond fort of fubterraneous beans have been known to us but a few years, and 
are called Angola beans, by reafon they were tranfplanted from thence to this place. 
They area very agreeable fort of food, if fried, as we commonly do chefnuts. 

The laft fort, which alfo grow under the earth, are the befl of all ; but indeed they 
can hardly pafs for beans, partly becaufe they do not grow in cods, and partly becaufe 
they are not eaten as the others are, fo that earth-nuts would be a more proper name 
for them ; for they are eaten raw out of hand, and tafte not much unlike hazel-nuts. 
But they are commonly broken in pieces, foaked in water, and then fqueezed in a cloth ; 
this liquor boiled with rice, every where in this country paifes for milk, and if helped 
with a little fugar, cinnamon and butter, it would not eafily be difeovered to be any thing 
elfe by thofe who are unacquainted with this difli. 

Of fuch fruits as may fatisfy a delicate and luxurious palate, we have very few here. 
The Ananas are by many valued as an extraordinary fruit, and their nature and 
beauties have been at large deferibed : but for my part, not to defpife it, I never could 
find the delicacy in it that is pretended. 

Notwithftanding which, I fhall take the pains to fpeak of it at large, that you may 
judge how far thofe are in the right, who have afiready written fo much concerning it. 

Befides Linfehooten and others, Simon de Vries, in his “ Curious Obfervation on the 
wonderful Things of the Eaft and Weft Indies,” has alledged feveral authors, but I need 
only give a plain and true account of the true nature, fliape, and properties and manner 
of growing of the Ananas, to ftiow whether he is in the right or not. 

The plant fomewhat refembles the great houfe-leek, or Scniper-vivum majusy which 
we fometimes find amongft the curious botanifts in Holland, from which it differs in 
the following particulars ; the Ananas Ihoot their leaves (or that which is taken for 
them) upwards, being neither fo broad nor fo thick as the other ; befides which, the 
leaves are furniftied with fharp prickles on each fide, and are alfo of a deep yellow 
colour, and fomewhat inclining to green, whereas the Sanper-vivtim is of a very beau- 
tiful green. « 

Betwixt the Anana’s leaves, before the fruit appears, grows a bloffom about as big 
as a man’s fift, which is very green, but adorned with an extraordinarily beautiful red 
crown, and furrounded with fmall leaves, that render it very agreeable to the fight. 
This bloffom by flow degrees grows into an Anana, which at firft is green, accompanied 
■with yellow leaves, but in ripening, changes to a perfeft yellow ; and when we eat the 
Ananas, the mentioned leaves with which it is furrounded are cut off with the fliell. 
The crown, or at leaft.a part of it, remains firmly fixed to the fruit, though changed to 
a yellowifh colour. Before, and round about the Ananas, fmall fprigs Ihoot out, which 
are plattted to continue the fpecies of this vegetable. Thus much may fuffice for the 
plant. 

The Anana or frmt is about a fpan long, and about the fame thicknels ; but as 
happens to other fruits, fome are large and others fmall. 

Mo{{ 
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Moft of the authors De Vries cites, agree in the tafte of this fruit ; to which I can 
eafily fubfcribe, taking the liberty to add, that though it may for a little while feem a 
delicacy, yet, if frequently eaten, it will foon naufeate. It proves moft agreeable and 
healthy when eaten with cinnamon, fugar and wine, like ftraw-berries, for it is too hot 
to eat alone ; wherefore Monardus was miftaken in afcribing to them a cold quality, 
when indeed it inflames to that degree, that its fharp juice caufes thofc to fpit blood 
who eat them too freely. But though this fharp hot juice forces blood from the throat 
and' gums, yet that they are I'o corrofive as to dUfolve a knife that remains ftuck in it 
but half an hour, is lb ridiculoufly falfe, that if, infti.ad of half an hour, the knife 
remained a whole year, it would not be diffolved. It 's indeed true, that the kiute will 
be blunted, which alfo happens in the cutting of a citron, lemon, orange, Backoven or 
banana, and more efpecially the laft fruit, if it is not thoroughly ripe ; fo that this 
acidity cannot juftly be appropriated to the Ananas only. 

I cannot quit this fubjeil without noting a grofs miftakc of the before-mentioned 
authors. Linfehooten firft tells us, that the Ananas grow a fathom above ground j 
and others inform us, that they grow half under. But both are miferably in the wrong ; 
this plant really not being above one foot and a half in height, and the ftalk half a foot ; 
which together amount to two foot, which is far fhort of a fathom and more, if they 
make it grow fo much under ground. 

All the pains I have thus far taken in the defeription of the Ananas, was a .force I 
put upon my inclinations ; and if any one pleafe to affert that this plant in Afia or Amer 
rica is of a different nature, they are at liberty to do it ; whilft I am abundantly fatisfied 
from travellers in both thofc parts of the world, that there is no real dift'erence. 

Next the Ananas 1 fliall place the water-melons ; about which, though much the 
nobler and more agreeable fruit, I fhall jiot detain you fo long. The immature and 
yet finall water-melon is white within an ’ green without ; but when ripe, its green coat 
is fpeckled with white, and its internal whitenefs foniewhat intermixed with red ; and 
the more it participates of tiie latter, it is by fo much the riper and moio agreeable ; at 
which time, if eaten, it proves very delicious, watery, refrefliing and cooling. 

This fruit is lefs prejudicial to, and much more proper for a feverifh perfon than the 
Ananas. Win n green it is eaten as falad, inftead of cucumbers, to which it is not wholly 
unlike ; being allb furnifhed with fuch kernels, which when ripe are changed black, and 
are then fit to plant. 

The water-melons grow in the fame manner as cucumbers, but bear a different leaf. 
They are about twice as big as our melons, and if the Negroes were not too idle, this' 
fruit would be very plentiful here ; but at prefent they are only cultivated bv feme of 
our chief officers, fo that the commonalty reap but fmall advantage thereby. They 
are in their prime in July and Auguft, and in fruitful years we have them twice. 

Thefe are all our beft fruits in this country ; but that I may be able to lay tliat I have 
omitted nothing, whether good or bad, I fhall not pafs over the following fpecies. 

I’he firft of which is Malagueta, otherwife called Paradife-grains or Guinea-pepper ; 
a fruit which is generally knotvn. It grows on fhrubs in red Ihells or hulks, which at 
a diftance afford a very pleafant profpeA. Within thefe hulks is contained the Mala , 
gueta, feparated into four or five divifions, and covered with a white filn\. This Guinea- 
pepper grows alfo in a different manner, not unlike large gr^s-reeds. 

Here grows alfo a fruit on fhrubs, which in tafte and figure refembles Cardamum j 
which I doubt not but it is. 

At Qenin and in-land, ,there is pepper in figure like that of £aft India. 


The 
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The laft fort of pepper, called here Hment, and in Europe Spanifh-pepper, grows 
here in abundance on ihrubs, almofl of the fame fize, though fomewhat lower, than our 
goofe-berry bulhes in Holland. • 

This pin lent is of two forts, viz. great and fmall ; both of which are firft green, but 
afterwards change colour, the fmall to a beautiful red, and the large to a red and black ; 
and are both very pleafant objefts. 

This fruit is much hotter than common pepper, efpecially the fmaller fort, which is 
not above one-fourth part of the lize of the other ; in recompenfe of which the trees on 
which it grows are about fix times as high and wider extended than the other. 

Piment pickled in vinegar and lime-juice (but beft in the laft) is valued by feveral as 
a good corroborative to the ftomach^ and very wholefome. 

This country produces none of thole green herbs common in Europe, except Tarragon 
and tobacco ; of both which here is great plenty, efpecially of the laft, which ftinks 
fo abominably that it is impoffible for one that is even not very nice to continue near 
the Negroes when they fmoke this devilifh weed ; w)iich yet agrees very well with 
them. 

Some of them have pipes made of reeds, which are about fix foot long ; to the end 
of which is fixed a ftone or earthen bowl, fo large that they cram in two or three 
handfuls of tobacco ; which pipe, thus filled, they without ceafing can eafily fmoke out ; 
and they are not put to hold their pipe, for being fo long it refts on the ground. 

All the in-land Negroes take this tobacco, but thofe who live amongft us and daily 
converfe with the Europeans, have Portuguefe, or rather Brazilian tobacco j which, 
though a little better, yet ftinks to a great degree. 

Both the male and female of the Negroes are fo very fond of this tobacco, that they 
will part with the very laft penny which fh^uld buy them bread, and fuffer hunger 
rather than be without it ; which fo enhances the price, that for a Portuguefe fathom, 
which is much lefs than one pound of this trafti, they wdll give five (hillings, or a gold 
quarter of a Jacobus. 

Let us therefore 'rather praife thofe fmokers, my good friend, who take the noble 
Spanifh or Virginia tobacco ; but as for thofe ftupid wretches who content themfelves 
with the Amorsfort weed, I heartily wifh, as a punifhment of their depraved tafte, that 
during their lives they may never fmoke better than our Negroes, and Brazil on 
Sundays and holidays; yet under condition they be obliged to keep company with 
each other, and be banifhed the company of genteel linokers. But this by tlu> 
way only. 

The tobacco-leaf here grows on a plant about two foot high, and is of the length of 
two or tMlee hands breadth, and the breadth of one, bearing a fmall bell-flower, which 
when ripe turns to feed. 

To conclude, I will add a fruit which grows in lofty trees, is rather larger than a 
walnut, and furnilhed with much fuch a flhell : the kernel is divided into feveral parts ; 
of which fome are red, others white. 

Not only the Negroes, ‘but alfoTome of the Europeans, are infatuated to this fruit : 
we call it Kool or cabbage, and the Negroes Boefi : it is chewed in the mouth ; and 
after the juice is*fucked out, the remainder is fpit out. 

Its tafte is very harlh and almoft bitter, and draws the chewer’s mouth almoft clofe : 
and its foie virtue is diuretick ; but its admirers pretend it helps to relilh the palm-wine : 
though both reafons are not fufficient to engage me to the ufe of it. It is commonly 
eaten with fait and Malagueta. 



bosman’s guinea* 


465 

If I had been obliged to beftow a name on this wretched fruit, I fhould rather have 
called it the African Beetel or Anca, which would have been much properer than 
cabbage ; fmce whatever I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or Anca exaflly 
agrees with the tafte and virtue of this fruit. 

I might very well leave off here, as not confeious of any important omiffion in the 
defeription of the Gold Coaft of Guinea : but left you fhould accufe my performance, 
as fpiritlefs, infipid and faltlefs, I fltall make bold, in the conclufion of this letter and 
the whole defeription of the Gold Coaft, to fet as much fait before you as will ftock 
you for houfe-keeping for one hundred years : what thrik you, is not that enough ? 

It is not to be imagined what vaft riches the Negroes get by boiling of fait ^ *ind if 
they were ahvays or for the htoft part in peace, thofe who follow that employment 
would in a fhort time amafs unweildy fums ; for all the in-land Negroes are obliged 
to fetch their fait from the fhore ; from whence it is eafy to infer that it muft coft them 
very dear : wherefore the meaner fort are obliged to make ufe of a certain faltilh herb 
inftead of fait, which their purfes will not reach. 

Some miles in-land beyond Ardra, from whence moft of the Haves are brought, one, 
nay fometimes two Haves are fold for a handful of fait : fo that human Hem is there 
very cheap. 

The manner of falt-boiling is as follows : — Some boil the falt-water fo long in cop- 
pers till it comes to fait ; but as this is the moft tedious, fo it is not the moft profttable 
way, and is pradiced only where the land is fo high that the fea or falt-rivefs cannot 
poflibly flow over them : but at other places, where the fea or river-water frequently 
overflows, they dig deep pits to receive the mentioned overflowing water ; after 
which the freftieft and fineft part of the water is dried up by the fcorching heat of the 
fun. I know this contradids the hypotlmfis of a certain author, but he ought to kpow 
alfo that the ground being here faltifli and nitrous, a fmall quantity of water will make 
better fait, and that quicker than a great deal ; which renders this place the more fit to 
produce a great deal of fait in a fmall time. 

In other places they have falt-pans, where the fun dries up the water, fo that the 
trouble of boiling is unneceffary ; no pains being required except that only of gathering 
it out of the mentioned pans. 

Thofe who are either unable or unwilling to buy copper-boilers, or when the fea- 
water reejuires fuch tedious boiling as would burn them j thefe, 1 fay, ufe earthen-pots, 
which they let ten or twelve next another ; thus making two rows, being all cemented 
together with clay as if they had been done by a bricklayer ; and under the mentioned 
pots is fomething like a furnace of fire, which is continually fupplied with wood. Tins 
is the muit laborious way and produces neither fo much fait, nor fo much expedition as 
the other. 

In all parts of this Coaft, except Acra, the fait is very white, but more efpecially in 
the country of Fantyn, where it ahnoft excels even fnow itfelf. 

Thus much for this time, and when another opportunity offers, perhaps I may pre- 
fent you with an account of the country of Ardra ^ though' I will not affwre you of any 
thing, but that 1 am really yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. — Which ^ hy way of Supplement to the former ^ defcribes jirji a Snake 
taken at Jxim, that was twenty-two Foot lon^ ; alfo another not much lefs at Boutry. 
— A Jlrangc Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Porcupines at Moure. — Another 
Accident with a Serpent, wlsich blinded an European with his Venom.— ~ The Tigers here ; 
a Boy torn in pieces by them : — The Author's Tiger-hunting, and how he came to kill 
him at lajl. — A Defeription of the Jackals. — A remarkable Adventure with m Ele- 
phant killed at Elmina. — A Defeription of a certain Spider which the Negroes call 
Ananfe, and imagine that it created the firji Man. 

SiK, 

IN my former letters, I have feveral times promifed you to fpeak more particularly 
concerning this or the other animal ; and more efpecially our elephant and tiger- 
hunting. All which promifes this Ihall difeharge ; but firlt of all I am inclined to fay 
fomething concerning the ferpents or fnakes. 

About eleven years paft the Negroes of Axim took and killed a fnake that was 
two and twenty foot long; which being opened, a. full-grown deer was found in his 
entrails. 

About the fame time another was killed at Boutry,* not much Ihorter than the former ; 
in whofe body a Negro was found. 

Some'of my fervants once going to the country beyond Moure, found a fnake feven- 
tefcn foot long, and very bulky, lying about a pit of water, perhaps to divert himfelf ; 
near which were two porcupines ; betwixt which and the fnake began a very Iharp 
engagement, each Ihooting very violently in their way, the fnake his venom, and the 
porcupines their quills of two fpans long, fo^with fuch they were armed. My men 
having feen this fight for a confiderable time, without being obferved by the furious 
combatants (in the heat of the battle), after having loaded their mufquets, let fly upon 
the three champions to fo good purpofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
them to Moure, where they were devoured by them and their comrades as a very 
great delicacy. 

Whilft our fort was repairing at Moure, the work-men perceived a great fnake be- 
hind a heap of ftones ; to get him from thence they removed many of the flones, fo 
that half his body was cleared ; a mafon, the forwardeft in this enterprize, laid hold 
of his tail, defigning to pull him out from betwixt the ftones, but finding that imprac- 
ticable, cut off as much of his body as was in reach with his knife, and believing he 
had difabled him from doing any farther mifehief, without the leaft fhadow of fear 
removed the remainder of the ffones ; but as foon as the fnake was at liberty to turn 
himfelf, he clung about the mafon (who thought to have caught him in his hand), and 
fpit his venom all over his face ; which proved fo forcible, that the fellow at that very 
inllant became ftark blind ; in which condition he remained fome days, but was at 
laft reftored to his fight. This I have frequently obferved, efpecially in Negroes, who 
upon being ftrpck by a ferp&nt have fwelled extremely, but foon affuaged and returned 
to their former eftate ; fo that I am apt to think that the poifonous nature of fnakes is 
very different, the* bite of fome being mortal, others only wounding, and that there 
are another fort which are as harmlefs as thofe of Fida. 

Of this laft fpecies is that which hangs in the direftor-general’s hall, which is four- 
teen ftwt long, and was taken in our garden at Elmina by an Ardrafe or Fidafe flave, 
with his bare hands without any ftick or weapon, and by him#fo brought alive .into. 
$he caftle. We found at the lower part of his belly two claws like thofe of birds ; 
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which, I fuppofe, ferved him either to ereft himfelf upright, or to leap. But of him 
enough, fmce I have already faid fomething of him in my laft letter but two. Where- 
' fore we lhall now apply ourfelves to the tigers, which here do the moll mifchief, and 
are extraordinarily fierce. Some years paft a boy riiat belonged to our faftor at Sa- 
conde, going but a little way from the faftory was killed by one of them. 

At the fame time and place, a Negro going in-land with his hatchet in his hand to 
cut fome wood, met a tiger '.vhich fell upon him ; l)ut he being a dexterous fellow, fo 
well defended himfelf with his hatchet, that, after a long fcuffle, he conquered and 
killed the tiger; but did nqT come off unhurt, for his iiole body looked as if fome- 
body had begun to flay him. 

In the year 1693, when I Commanded in the faid fort, fome of my Kabriets ffor fo 
we call Iheep), as well as thole of niy neighhoui the Englilh feftor, w^ere for ieveral 
nights killed by a tiger, which at laft grew fo bold, that he came at three in the after- 
noon to the lodge, and killed a couple of Iheep. 1 perceived him time enough, and 
aflifted by my gunner, two Englilhinen, and a party of Negroes all armed with good 
mufquets, 1 purfued him, and in a Ihort time overtook him, though not fo foon but 
that he had opportunity to fly to a fmall thicket of under-woods, which we immediately 
befet ; my gunner adventured into the thicket to find whereabouts he lurked, but in 
half a quarter of an hour came running back like a diftrafted man, having left his hat 
and flippers behind him, after being alfo bitten ; but to his very good fortune, the dger 
intending to have feized him, was fo aff righted by the falling branches, that* he gave 
him opportunity to make his efcape, and the tiger kept the wood. 

One of the Englilhinen, impatient at waiting fo long, refolved to march into the wood 
with his mufquet, if poflible to difloclgc him ; the tiger, w'hich was but too foon aware 
of him, I'uftered him to approach clofe to him, upon which he fell upon him with 
extreme fury, feizing him with his feet oy the Ihoulder-blade, and fixing his teeth in 
his fide, and would, without doubt, immediately have torn him in pieces, if by crying 
out he had not drawn me with a party of Negroes to his afliftance ; which obliged the 
tiger to quit his prey : notwithftanding which he was fo miferably handled, that he lay 
fenfelefs about half a day, which was partly occafioned by the venom of the bite, and 
partly by the fright. 

The Negroes were fo terrified at the ■ill-fuccefs of this enterprife, that, utterly bereft 
of all courage, each quitted his poll where he was appointed to watch,' w’hich afforded 
the tiger an opportunity of efcape, which he foon attempted ; but in his flight out of the 
thicket happened fomething very odd. 

The under-faftor of the Englifli fort had long called out and promifed me (for this 
adventure happened juft under that fortj that he would come to ray afliftantt;, and the 
very moment the tiger quitted the wood, being as good as his word, he came w'ith his 
mufquet in his hand ; but the tiger feeing him alone before him, made to him ; upon 
which the Englilhman, inllead or coming to us, ran as fall as his legs would carry him 
back towards their fort ; but affrighted, and tired with hard running, he fell over a 
Hone about half a mufquet-lhot from home : the tiger had already overtopk him, w'heh 
we Hood trembling at a diftance, imagining he would immediately tear him in pieces ; 
but he coming up to him, inftead of attacking, turned from him .md took his flight 
forwards in-land, foon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other reafon why he did not fall on the Englifliman, than that perhaps 
he was afraid of us who followed him with a great cry, if poflible to terrify him ; for 
i* was not prafticable tp flioot at him, by reafon he w'as too near the Englifhman, and 
*we might as w’^ell have chanced to have hit the one as the other ; or perhaps the bcaft 
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thought he had honour enough by having his enemy under-foot, wth which he being 
fadsfied, retired. 

Thus ended this chafe, and I do not defire fuch another, for I have feveral times been 
in danger that the Negroes by their random-lhot fliould hit me inftead of the tiger. 

This tiger was not hereby deterred from coming again fome days after and killing fome 
flieep, which provoked me to attempt another way to catch him that I had feen in the 
country of Ante. 

I caufed a parcel of very thick pallifadoes to be cut ; of which I made a fort of cage of 
twelve foot long and four broad, covering it alfo on the top with pallifadoes, to bind which 
the firmer, I laid a thoufand pound weight of ftone on it to prevent his breaking out above , 
then I caufed a double-plank door to be made for my ca'ge, and in one of the corners 
I made a lelTer cage, which took up one fourth of the room of the whole ; in which I 
placed a couple of final! hogs : after which I fet the door like our rat-traps, in fuch a 
maimer that the tiger could not come in to feize the hogs without throwing it down and 
Ihutting himfelf in, when it would be impollible for him to come at the hogs by reafon 
of the pallifadoes which fenced them in their little cage. 

This ftratagem fucceeded fo well that three days after I had finilhed my trap, I caught 
the tiger in it at midnight ; but inft^d of roaring, as 1 imagined he would, immediately 
he fet his teeth at work, if poilible to eat his way out of prifon, which he had certainly 
done if he had had but one half hour’s time ; for he had foon rent the inner from the 
outer doo'r, and eaten the pallifadoes half through when I interrupted him in his work ; 
and not to dally with fruitlefs Ihooting, I clapped the muzzle of my mufquet loaded 
with three balls betwixt the pallifadoes, at which he furioully catched, and fo furnilhed 
me with a favourable opportunity to difpatch him at one Ihot ; by which I punilhed his 
thievery and murder. 

We found him about the fize of a common calf, well provided with large teeth and 
claws. 

This tiger-catching obliged us with a feaft of eight days ; for by the cuftom of the 
Antefe country, he that catches a tiger, is privileged for eight days to feize all the palm- 
wine which is brought to the market, without paying any thing foi;. it j which accordingly 
we did, and the whole mentioned eight days were fpent by the Negroes in Ihooting, 
dancing, leaping, and all manner of public jollity. 

The country of Axim, but much more that of Ante, is full of tigers : they frequently 
in the night-time come not only under, but alfo into our forts, and do a great deal of 
mifchief, making no difficulty of leaping over a wall of ten foot high. 

Before I leave jthis fubjed, I cannot help refuting the opinion of fome people, that 
the tiger is afraid of fire, that without any otherj arms than that alone, it is poffible 
to drive him away. I was once of this erroneous opinion myfelf, but have been con- 
vinced of the contrary by experience : for after having received a vifit or two from a 
tiger, to affright him for the future, I kindled a great fire where the flieep ufed to 
deep in the niglit ; but not fufficiently relying on that, I ordered five of my fervants to 
lie by the fire jvith loaded arms j but notwithftanding all this, the tiger came in the 
night and killed a flieep between my two lads, who were fallen afleep, and was moving 
towards the fire, when my fervants, awakened with the cry of the Iheep, immediately 
flew up, intending to let fly at him, but he immediately ran away. 

From hence it appears that the tiger is juft as much afraid of fire, as the devil of the 
crofs ; and this accident confirms me report of the Negroes, that this beaft will never 
attack a man when he can come at a beaft, for otherwife he Couli^ore eafily have fallen 
on my two boys than a flieep. 
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Next thed^in lercenefs, is the jackal or wild dog ; of which I have already fpoken 
in the defcripnon of Acra. I had an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity with a fight 
of it in the year 1700, when the prefent King of Commany’s fervants havmg ihot one, 
were fo civil as to bring it to the cafile : he was as big as a Iheep, with longer legs ; 
which in proportion to their fize were very thick ; whence you may judge of his 
ftrength : he was covered with Ihort hair, which was fpotted ; his head was very large, 
flat and broad, provided with teeth, each of which was a finger’s breadth ^d more ; 
fo that in all probability his greateft ftrength is lodged in his mouth and legs j joined to 
which he alfo hath terrible claws. 

I will here prefent you vMth an example of the fierce boldnefs of this brute, which 
happened at Acra; where t.ae of thefe beafts by night boldly came into a Negro’s 
houfc, and took away a female Negro ; which he flung upon his back, and held her 
faft with one leg, intending to proceed on his journey with his prey halting upon three 
legs : but the cries of the poor captive awoke a parcel of Negroes, and brought them 
to her relief ; which they loon effedfed, and found her only a little hurt by the claw 
with which he held her faft. 

I fiiall now add fomething concerning the elephant ; of which I have in one of my 
former letters told you that unprovoked he very feldom falls on mankind, but when 
urged to it falls on with wondrous fiercenefs. Both which I (hall here confirm by a 
couple of inftances ; and fliew you how difficult it is to kill them. 

Beyond Axim a Negro that w'as accuftomed to the elephant-chace, and had killed 
feveral, endeavouring to fhoot at one, but miffing his fhot by a flafh in the pan, ’the 
elephant grew fo enraged, that he purfued, fet on him, and broke him and his mufquet 
to pieces. 

The fecond accident is more remarkable, and may ferve as an inftruftion to others 
that for the future they be not too rafh.' 

In the year 1700, in December a lx ift the morning, an elephant came here to 
Elmina, walking eafily along the fhore under the hill of St.Jago: fome Negroes Were 
fo bold as to go agaiaft him without any thing in their hands, in a fort to welcome and 
bring him in. He fufi'ered them to encompafs him, and very quietly went along with 
them to juft under the mount St. Jago : ' where one of our officers belonging to that 
hill, and a Negro which came down with him, fired on him immediately ; and the 
officer’s ball hit him above his eye. This and the following fhot which the Negroes 
poured on him were fo far from provoking him, that they did not move him to mend 
his pace in the lead ; he only feemed to threaten the Negroes betwixt whiles, but ftill 
let them alone. 

It was furprifing, when he threatened to fall on the men, to fee him prick up his 
ears ; which were of a prodigious fize : however he went on, and laftly ftept into our 
garden, expeding perhaps civiler treatment there. 

This extraordinary accident, and our ovm curiofity, drew the diredlor-general and 
myfelf into the garden ; and we were foon followed by forae of our people. We found 
him Handing in the midft of the garden ; wher?, before ». ur coming, he had broke 
down four or five cocoa-trees ; which number, either to divert himfelf or fhew us his 
ftrength, he augmented with five or fix more in our prefence. .The ftrength which 
he feemed to ufe in t;»reaking down a tree may very fitly be compared to the force 
which a man exerts in order to knock dovm a child of three or four years old. 

Whilft he ftood here, above one hundred fhot were fired at him, which made him 
bleed to that degree, as if an ox had been killed. During all which he did not flir, 
• bufonly fet up his eafS, and made the men apprehend that he would follow them. 
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Bt#this fport was accompanied with a^tragical event; for a N^ro, i^cying himfelf 
able to deal with him, went foftly behind him, catchei his tail in his hand, defigning 
to cut a piece of it off ; but the elephant being ufed to wear a tail, would not jpermU 
it to be Ihortened in his life-time : wherefore, after giving the Negro a ftroke vnth his 
fnout, he drew him to him, and trod upon him two or three times ; and, as if that 
was not fufficient, he bored in his body two holes with his teeth, large enough for a 
man’s double fill to enter. Then he let him lie, without making any farther attempt on 
him ; and flood ftill alfo whilft two Negroes fetched away the dead body, not offerii\g 
to meddle with them in the lead. 

From both thefe inflances it is fufficicntly clear, that unprovoked they do not often 
hurt any body ; but that they grow very fierce when fhot av-ind miffed doth not fo plainly 
appear, fince this elephant fuffered above three hundred fhot to be made at him, with- 
out any fign of being enraged or refiflance ; but as the fame a£lk>ns have not always 
the fame luccefs, I fhould be loath from hence to advife any perfon rafhly to fire at an 
elephant, fince this vafl: number of fhot which were thundered at him were not fufH- 
cient to fetch him down ; and thofe who pretend thoroughly to underfland the ele- 
phant-fhooting told us, that we ought to have fhot iron-bullets, fince thofe of lead are 
flatted, either by their bones or the toughnefs of their fkin. 

This feems probable; for after his death w'e found of the vafl quantity of fhot 
levelled at him very few had palTed the bone into his head. Some remained betwixt 
the fkin qnd the bone ; mofl of them, more efpecially the fmall fliot, was thrown off 
by, his hide as if they had been fhot againft a wall. The bullets were certainly too 
fmall, fince what the Englifh fa£lor told me, was confirmed by others, that as he was 
in the river Gamby, in a canoe, he killed an elephant, w'hich purfued him, with one 
fhot only. For to imagine that none of the balls hit hint in the proper place is not very 
reafonable, fince in fuch a great number one mufl hit right, as appeared after his 
death. 

, , After the elephant had killed the Negro (which happened not above fixteen paces 
fimm us), and had been about an hour in the garden, he wheeled about as if he intended 
to fall on us, which made all that were in the garden to fly, each endeavouring to 
fecure himfelf by getting away ; but the greatefl part made to mount St.Jago ; think- 
ing, indeed, with rcafon, that if they could reach that, they fhould be fife : but the 
elephant followed nobody out of the garden, which was very fortunate ; for otherwile 
amongfl fuch a number of people he had undoubtedly made a great flaughter, fince 
nobody by fwift running could have cfcaped him ; which I believe on horfeback is 
fcarcely to be done. 

We all flew out of the garden, as I have told you, through the fore-door, and the 
elephant t^k to the back-door ; which, whether in his way, or whether it was too 
narrow for him to pafs, I cannot tell, but he flung the door, though a brick and half 
thick, a good diflance ; which 1 had the good fortune to fee a good way off, but 
could not obferve that to do that he very much^ exerted himfelf, but rather feemed 
only to touch it lightly. After which he did not pafs through the gap where the door 
had been, but -forced through the garden-hedge, goiitg very foftly by mount St. Jago 
towards the river, where he bathed himfelf in order to wafli off the blood with which 
he was befmeared, "or to cool himfelf ^ter the heat occafioned by fo much fhot. After 
having refrefhed himfelf a little in the river, he came out and flood under fome trees 
where were fome of our water-tubs ; where fie alfo cooled himfelf, and broke them 
in pieces, as he did alfo a canoe which lay by them. Whilfl the elephant flo6d here, 
the ihooting began to be renewed, till at laft he fell down; aflfer which they imme-. 

diately 
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diately cut ofFliis which was fo hard and tough that it coft the Negroes thirty 
ftrokes before they*could feparate it, which muft be very gainful to the elepham, fin^e 
it made him roar; which was the only noife I heard him make: after this he died 
under the mentioned tree ; confirming the report of the Negroes, who tell us, that 
whenever an elephant finds his death approaching, if able, he always gets under a tree ' 
or into a wood. 

For the truth of which, though I will not be obliged to anfwer, it hath yet thrice 
happened at Elmina : and .it Gabon I found a dead elephant in a pleafant thicket ; of 
which more hereafter. 

The elephant was nc fopner dead, than the Negrr -s fell on him in crow'ds ; each 
cutting off as much as he could, fo that he furnilhtd a great many as well Whites as 
Blacks with food enough lot that day. 

Me was not very large ; his teeth not weighing above four and thirty pound. Thus 
we had the diverfion to have a near view of an elephant, and to fee him partly exert 
his ftrength ; and the pleafure had been much greater, if not allayed by the misfortune 
of the poor Negro, though it was his own fault. Hence we began to refled to 
w'hat danger we had expofed ourfelves by venturing fo near the elephant ; for had he 
but once growm furious, his rage would doubtlefs have coft fevcral men’s lives, and per- 
haps w’e fhould have fallen the firft, not being fo fwift of foot as the Negroes ; befides, 
all making one way, we flioul<4 have been in the way, and obftruded one another’s 
flight. 

Upon this confideration we refolved never for the future to come fo near an elephant ; 
to which I would not advifg any man who hath the leaft tendernefs for his life. 

Whilft 1 am writing this, an accident that happened to me at Moure occurs to my 
memory ; which obliges me to add what follow's ; — Going to my chamber at night in 
order to go to bed, 1 found an hideous great fpider againft the wall. On account of 
the ftrangenefs of the fpcdacle, 1 called my fub-fador, and both my afliftants to fee it. 
Wc found his body long, and his head fliarp, broader in the fore than hind-part, but 
not round as moli ibrt of fpiders are. His legs were as large as a man’s finger, ten in 
number, being hairy, and the tliickncfs of a little finger. 

The Negroes call this fpider Ananfc, and believe that the firft men were made by 
that creature : and notwithftanding fonie of them by converfation with the Europeans 
are better informed, there are yet a great number, that remain of that opinion ; out 
of which folly they are not to be reafoncd. This is the grcateft piece of ignorance 
and llupidity that 1 have obferved the Negroes guilty of ; which I have once already 
hinted to you. 

Be pleafed, fir, to take this letter as a fupplement to the defcription of the Gold 
Coaft ; on which fubjed you are to exped no more. And what refls is that you con- 
tinue always afl'urcd of, ft;-, yours, &c. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE SLAVE-COAST. 


LETTER XVIII. — Which JirJl treats briefly of the Country of Qttahoe^ which is abun- 
dantly enriched with Gold ; after that of the Kingdom of Ladingcour, and Country of 
Lampi, whofe King and Subjeds are fubmiticd to the Obedience of Aquamboe : this 
Country aflording very great Plenty of all Sorts of Cattle. — Of the Slave-trade there. 
— Agriculture and Fijhcry. — A copious Defcription of Rto Volta.-— The fmall Force 
of Lampi, or the Cotofe King ; and their continual Wars' with thofe of Popo. — The 
Land is dry Sandy without Hills y and very barren. — Slave-trade there. — The In- 
habitants converflble and good-natured ; their Poverty ; they live chiefly by Robbery. — 
The Multitudes of Idols here. — A Defcription of Little Popo ; its Barrennefs ; of its 
Inhabitants y thofe which are banijhed Acra are good Soldiers : their War with thofe of 
Offra and Fida ; what pajfed therein : they alfo live upon Spoil and Slave-trade ; their 
villanous Nature ; and fome Inflances of their Cheating ; formerly a great Trade was 
driven at this Place. — Multitudes of Rats. — A Defcription of Great PopOy which 
was fubjed to Fiduy but is revolted from it ; their Wars occqfioned thereby, in which 
they were vidorious ; Popo an Ifland ; wants ProFhflons / Slave-trade there ; our 
Company formerly had a Lodge there ; Popo is accounted to be in the Country of Ardra ; 
where the Country of Fida begins ; the violent burning of the Sea before it, does a great 
deal of Mifchief ; fome Inflances of it ; the flrong Currenfibefore Fida flops the Ships ; 
pleafant Profped of the Entrance of that Country ; Extent of it ; it is well cultivated 
and very fertile. — Defcription of Fida ; Nature of the Inhabitants ; their Civility as 
well to us as to one another ; their Compliments f they are very laborious ; their Occu- 
pations ; Women’s Work ; they eat and drink well ; work for fmall Wages ; great 
Slave-trade there ; the Men marry many Wives, of which they are very jealous ; fevere 
Punijhment inflided for lying with another Man’s Wife, cfpccially the King’s, which 
mufl not be touched, and fome not permitted to be feen ; great Number of the King’s 
Wives, of which he fometimes fends away a good many, without his Number being 
diminijhed ; the Women not fond of being the King’s Wife ; the eldefl Son is foie Heir 
to his Father’s Fflate as well as to his Father’s Wives’ ; the King married his own 
Daughter ; Multitude of Children here ; thievijh Nature of the People here ; fome 
Examples of it ; their rich Cloathing ; red Colour prohibited to be worn by any not of 
the Royal Blood ; convenient Habit of the Women ; all their Heads are jhorn ; great 
Offerings ir^ time of Sicknefs ; they are extremely afraid of Death, which mifl not be fo 
much as mentioned in Prefence of the King, or any of the chif Men ; an agreeable 
Adventure of the Author’s on that account ; the Inhabitants of Fida make no Diflinc- 
tion of Time ; are natural Arithmeticians ; menflruous Women utterly unclean ; their 
Circumcifton / muftcal Inftruments ; they are great Gameflers. 

Sir, s t 

YOURS of tHe 25th reached me iu good time, and reading at the very firft your 
thsmks, I flattered myfelf that you were pleafed with the defcription of the Gold Coail 
which I imparted to you ; but going on I found myfelf miftaken, and that you would 
nof be fo eafily fatisfied, but farther defire an account of thofe countries where our 
Company, and other nations, drive their flave-trade ; and that I might not want an 
^mploymont, you add a fupplemental requeft, that I would layg|he whole coaft of 

Guinea 
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Guinea before youf Well, my friend, was it not enough to fet me fuch a ta!(k, but 
you muft alfo rally me, and acquaint me that idlenefs in this country is very prejudicial 
to my health ? which to preferve, of confequence it is abfolutely neceffary to have 
fomething to do, as if 1 wanted employment belides this you have found me ; if you'" 
think that any perfon of an aftive genius can want bufinefs here, I dare affure you that 
you will find yourfelf miftaken. Idlenefs here, and I believe all the world over, is 
only the lot of thofe idiots which fcarce know either what they do, or wherefore they 
live : and to let you fee that I am none of thofe, 1 fliall anfwer your demand, by writ- 
ing you not only what I have inyfelf obferved of tin. f countries, but alfo whatever is 
confiderable in thofe places where 1 have never been, nor never defire to come, ♦^hough 
I am not willing to be fecuricy for the truth of all which I fhall fay j bi ; yet I dare 
aver, that the perfons from whom I have my informations arc fo creditable, that I 
fhould freely rely on their words in things of much greater importance ; and therefore 
believe that nothing prepofterous will be found in the relation. 

So as I have received my information, I fliall faithfully tranfmit it to you, without 
adding any thing of my own ; but if their method difpleafe me, or difagrec with what 
I have hitherto obferved, I fhall make bold to change it a little, and this is the utmoll: 
alteration I intend : and that you may know before-hand what countries they are which 
you will find deferibed, from the information of others, in the following recital, be 
pleafed to obferve, that the defeription of the country from Ardra, through the whole 
gulph of Guinea to Rio de Gabon, with the traft of land well of the Gold Coaft, and 
from the Gold River to Cabo Monte, is not mine ; but all the reft you may take fof 
my own, no part of winch is the refult of any thing but my own obfervation. 

This being, in my opinion, a fufficient adverrifement, 1 fhall begin with a defeription 
of the remaining part of Guinea, through w'hich I have travelled. 

Be pleafed to remember, that in n^y fifth letter I ended the whole Gold Coaft with 
the village of Ponni, though the go!a is brought to us from the country a little lower, 
namely, out of Quahoe, which abounds w'ith that metal, and is fituate beyond that 
trad of land ; but by reafon of the fraall acquaintance I have with that country, as 
alfo becaufe its inhabitants go through Aquamboe to Acra, where they drive the 
greatefl part of their trade, pafling over this, I fliall confine myfelf to the fea-fide 
only, telling you withal the trad of land betwixt Ponni and Rio Volta is about thirteen 
miles long, being inhabited by the Negroes of Acra, Lampi, and Aquamboe. 

Thofe of Lampi have a King of their own, with the title of King of Ladingcour ; 
though in reality he and his fubjeds (if they may be fo called) depend entirely on the 
King of Aquamboe, according to whofe will and pleafiire he is ol'vligcd to regulate 
himfelf ; for upon the lead difguft, which he or his people give to thofe o^»Aquamboe, 
they are fo feverely punifhed that the remembrance of it remains for feveral years, 
which is yet ftyled a mild and merciful chaftifement ; for whenever the King of Aquam- 
boe takes a fancy to it, he makes nothing of cutting them a foot fhorter, which punilh- 
ment they are forced to fubmit to without murmuring ; he having at leaft as defpotic 
a power over them as his own fubjeds. . , 

The country hereabouts is indifferently populous and fertile, but extraordinarily ftored 
with cattle, as cows, hogs, fheep, befides chicken, &c. All which are here daily 
bought very cheap by the Blacks of the Gold Coaft, to tranfport to the Upper Coaft. 

The remaining trade of thefe people confifts in fiaves, which are alfo bought up by 
the mentioned Negroes ; but moft of them are tranfported hence by the Euglift, French 
.ai^ Portuguefe Imp^ Sometimes the ilave-trade here proves very advantageous, dpe? 
ciSIlv about the villaTC Lay. 

It 
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It fonietimes happens that' when the in-land countries are at peace, here are no flaves 
to be got ; fo that the trade of this place is utterly uncertain, and it only ferves to touch 
at in our paffage this way, without depending on any thin^ from it. 

Befides trade, the inhabitants employ themfelves in agriculture and fifliing ; the firft 
of which proves reafonably profitable ; but the filhery, efpecially that on the fea, turns 
to none, or at moft, but fmall account ; for the fhore here is very high and of very 
difficult accefs : wherefore it is fometimes unapproachable with fmall canoes. But the 
want of fea-filh is here abundantly compenfated by the lakes or rivers, which are extra- 
ordinarily richly flocked with fifh. 

Rio Volta, probably fo called by the Portuguefe, by reaW of its rapid courfe and 
reflux, bounds this tra£l of land. This is a fine wide riv^r, difcharging its waters fo 
violently into the fea, that it is fometimes vifible three or four miles from the fliore. 
How far this river extends its courfe in-land is to me unknown. The extraordinary 
rapid reflux into the fea, continually carries great numbers of trees along with it j 
which flicking fall at the mouth of the river, occafion a very high burning of extraor- 
dinary violence, as well as lofty agitations of the waves : fo that this place is paflable 
with canoes but twice in the year, and that is commonly betwixt April and November, 
the weather being then ftill upon the Coafh ; which generally is juft before the rainy 
feafon, when confequently the reflux of the river is not fo fwift : but after the rains 
it is not pofllble to perfuade a Negro to venture, though they are continually ufcd to 
pafs in their boats along the fhore, w'hich here, by reafon of the mentioned burnings, 
they, cannot do. 

I have four times pafled by this river on board of flapping, and each time fome of 
our people were fent aloft, that by difceming the mouth of this river, they might fee 
whether we had pafled it or no ; and they commonly called to us from aloft, that they 
faw its mouth, and that they were right beford it, and at it, or a little way eaft or 
well of it ; which the mailers of the fnips, through ignorance, and I, as well as they, 
firmly believed. 

But in the year 1699, coming in a canoe from Fida, I caufed myfelf to be rowed 
as clofe to the fhore as pofllble, and as the burnings would permit ; but as curious and 
exa£l as we were in our obfervation, we could defery no mouth, nor the leaft opening ; 
but difeovered the truth of what one of my fervants (who had performed this journey 
by land) told me, that this river, at a fmall diftance from the Ihore, and throughout, 
is prodigioufly wide ; but that weftward, it is thwarted by a whole tra6l of land, w'hich 
leaves it but a fmall opening or pafl'age ; and it is natural enough to believe, that by 
reafon of the widenefs within, and the violent reflux of this river, the ebb which 
paffes this fmall mouth mull be much flronger than if this paffage were proportioned 
to the fize of the river : but enough of this. 

Eaflward of this river, the Cotofe country, by moft called the land of Lampi, be- 
ginneth. From this river to the village Goto or Verhou, is about fourteen Dutch 
miles ; the village having formerly been the place of refidence of the King of Goto, 
where I faw and fpoke witfi him in the year 1698. 

This .kingdom is very inconfiderabfe in ftrength, which yet abates daily by its wars 
with Popo, that have continued for fome years fucceflively ; and they being pretty even 
in force, unlefs they ’make peace, their difpute is not like to be ended before one of 
them engages fome other country to their affillance. But Aquamboe, who would keep 
them both on foot, takes care that neither be dellroyed, by fending afliftance of forces 
to the weakeft fide. 


When 
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* When Aquamt^je was governed by two chiefs, as I iiave formerly told you, thofe 
of Popo had a ftrong fupporter of the old, as they of Goto of the young King j thus 
each fide was continually furniflred with Aquamboean props. 

fiut how it will go with them when the old King is dead, time will inform us. 
Thofe of Little Popo, in 1 700, watched their opportunity, and, furprij^jpg thofe of 
Goto, fell upon them and obliged them to quit their country ; but I doubt not but 
thofe of Aquamboe will foon reinftate them, and clap a bridle into the mouth of the 
Popoeans. 

The land of Goto is of a diredl contrary fort of n ture to that of the Gold Goafi ; 
for as the latter is full of-hills, fo the former hath uot one : but the foil is very flat, 
fandy, dry, barren, and \ id of all trees, except the palm or wild-cocoa ■ which it 
produceth a great i.uinber. I’his land is tolerably provided with cattle, at feaft as 
many as arc fufficient to fupply its inhabitants. 

River-fifli is not wanting here, but they can get none out of the fea, by reafon of 
the violent burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, and farther along the 
whole Goad. 

Their trade is that of flaves ; of which they are able fometimes to deliver a good 
number, but yet not fo many as to lade a flxip. 

I found the inhabitants here very good-natured and civil. I received fevcral civilities 
from them, efpecially from the King : when I told him, that after having accomplilhed 
my merchandize at Fida, I defigned to return by land ; he olfered to come himfelf 
W'ith his whole force to receive me on the borders of his territories, and to conduft me 
beyond Rio Volta in order to feoure me from any mifehief from the drolling robbers. 
I thankfully accepted this kind offer, and I fliould certainly have made ufe of it, had 
not thofe of Little Popo (who had alfo promifed to condu£V me through the extent of 
their land) caufed me to be diffuaded^from it by their ambaffadors, under pretence they 
were afraid I might be fet on by the ru bbers before they came to me. 

This diffuafive w'as very faint, and the faid ambaffadors under-hand encouraged me to 
this land-tour, urging it as their private advice, which naturally difcovercd their villany : 
which was that they defigned to murther me on my journey, and confcquently have 
fiolen all my goods ; befides which, they would yet have cleared themfelves by urging 
that they advifed me againft going that w'ay. 

I was on this account frightened from undertaking my intended tour ; by which I 
fliould otherwife have difeovered fome particulars worthy your curiofity. 

But to return to the inhabitants of Goto; in politics, religion, .and economics, they 
very nearly rcfemble thofe on the Gold Coaft, except that 1 found here a vaft quantity 
of idol gods. Their language is moftly that of Acra, with a very fniall alteration. By 
reafon their trade is finall, they are very poor ; very few of them being rich. Their 
moft advantageous trade is taking a journey in-land and ftealing men, which they fell 
to the Europeans, that come here with their fliips. This is the beft part of their fub- 
fiftence, and indeed all I have to fay of them. 

From Goto to Little Popo is about ten miles ; the counfy being as the former, flat 
land, without either hills or trees, and extradVdinarily fandy, even -to fuch a degree 
that all viftuals tliere dreffed are continually full of fand, and not edible ; of which I 
was very fenfible during my three days continuance tlieie : ’ ibr the King richly 
enough provided me with viftuals j but for the mentioned reafon I could not eat, but 
was forced to fetch provifions from on board our Ihip to keep myfelf alive. 

This vaft quantity of fand, with which the whole land is covered, renders it fo barren, 
that the inhabitants %re forced to be vidualled by thofe of Fida, or at leaft for the 
moft part. 
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The inhabitants here arc? HI' remains of the kingdom of Acra behind our fort there ; 
from whence they were formerly driven by the King of Aquamboe. Thofe who efcaped 
fettled here, where they may remain long enough ; for it is not probable that they will 
ever return to the polleflion of their country. 

I have ateady mentioned their wars with thofe of Goto. They are not very populous ; 
but on the othei- hand are very warlike. Not many years fmee they had a brave 
foldier for their King, whofe name was Aforri, brother to the prefent King. This 
prince, on account of his valour, was very much feared and refpeded ; but his greateft 
flock of finie redounded to him v hen the Phidalgo of Offra rebelled againft the King 
of Great Ardra, his lord and raafter, whofe yoke he fliook i)ff, and befides killed our 
chief fador Holwerf. 

To revenge thefe accuniulatetl crimes, the King of Ardra perfuaded King Aforri 
to come againfl him with all his force ; which he did, and made fuch lliort work with 
thofe of Oft'ra, that he conquered as foon as faw them ; walled their country, and 
delivered the olfondor into his fovereign’s hands : but not content with this vidory, 
and puflied on by the King of Ardra, he marched againfl: the people of Fida, and 
encamped in their country ; but wanting powder, he delayed attacking the ludafians, 
in expedation of having it lent him according to the King of Ardra’s promife ; which 
he did not fail to do in large quantity under a good convoy ; but the Fidafians, getting 
intelligence of it, fell upon the convoy with a very flrong party, defeated it, and feized 
all the powder ; which Aforri being informed of, and finding himfelf, lor want of 
ammunition, not able to Hand againfl his enemies, made a Ipeedy as w’ell as very fea- 
fonable retreat j for the Fidafians intended to havt* fallen on him with their whole 
force the next day, when he and all his army would probably have been very roughly 
treated. 

His enemies, informed of his flight, w^ere nof in the leall inclined to purfue him ; 
but on the contrary did not a little rejoice to find tliemfelves rid of fuch a dangerous 
enemy. 

Aforri being returned into his own territories, w'as acquainted that his neighbouis of 
Goto were ready to have aflifled Fida, if he had flaid any longer in their country ; 
which he fo highly refented, that with utmoft animofity he took the field againfl them, 
and defiling nothing more than to come to a clofe engagement w'ith them, he attacked 
them, though llronger than himfelf, but they received him fo warmly, that they had 
quickly killed a great part of his army : upon this, furioufly enraged and defperatc, 
and carelefs of himfelf, he flew amongfl the thickefl ol the enemy, where he w'as fo 
furrounded that it was impoflible for him to return ; upon which, with I'everal of his 
men, after ^valiant refiflance, he was left dead upon the fpot. 

The prefent King, though more peaceable and mild, yet prudently revenged his 
brother’s death on the Gotofians, always attacking them in their weakelt condition ; 
which meafures he purfued fo long as to drive them out of their country. 

The inhabitants of Popo, as well as thofe of Goto, depend on plunder and the flavc- 
trade ; in both of which tfley very much exceed the latter ; for being endowed with a 
much larger (hare of courage, they i^ob more fuccefsfully, and conlcquently by that 
meaiis increafe their trade : notwithftanding all which, to freight a Ihip with flaves, re- 
quires fome months attendance. 

In the year 1697, in three days time I could get but three flaves ; but they afl'ured 
me that if 1 would have patience for other three days only, they fliould be able to 
deliver me one or two hundred. I feemed to approve their propofal, but went on 
board under pretence of fetching fome goods afhore which they defired, and imme-, 
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diately weighed anchor and fet fail for Fida ; wh^e' I informed tliat their incur- 
fions fucceeded fo^well, that they returned with above tw^pfundred flaves ; which, for 
want of other ftiips, they were obliged to fell to the Portuguefe. 

'^’his nation is more than ordinary fraudulent and thievilh. It is their common 
praftice to alTure the merchant or faclor that they have a ftock of flaves, only to draw 
him on fliore ; which having done they never part with him without having fleeced him, 
and befides detained him feveral months. 

The Portuguefe are cheated by them more than any nation ; notwithftanding which 
they cannot avoid trading with them by reafon they are loaded with fuch forry goods, 
that they can fcarcely get, flaves any where elfe. 

In 1698, 1 found a Da ’''ll fiiip there, which war. ooliged to wait a longe** Ume to 
deal for five hundred flaves, tlian I fpent in trading for two thoufand .it Fi/a: during 
which time they met with fuch ample proofs of their villanous nature, that I do not 
believe any of that nation will venture thither again. 

A year or two before this, they dealt in the fame manner with an Englifti fhip, and 
befides cheated him of fome of his goods ; but he corning thither again in my time, 
recovered his damages in the following manner : — As foon as he had dropt anchor 
before Popo, fome of the great men, amongfl; whom was the King’s fon, came on 
board him ; all which he clapped in the Bilboas : from whence he did not difeharge 
them till he was firfl re-imburfed and had obliged them to pay a fum befides. 

In the reign of this King’s brother, this nation was more eafily dealt with, for when 
he had done his bufinefs, he w ould not fufler his fubjeds to impofe on the .Europeans. 
In his time, one of our Company’s (hips, in eleven days, dealt for above five huiidred 
flaves, but that is not what is likely to happen again ; for that nation is at prefent 
fo fraudulent, that undeniably every perfon that deals with them muft be more or lefs 
cheated. 

It is perfectly unnecefl'ary to touch'' any further on the nature and cuftoms of thefc 
people, fince being originally inhal.. ats ol' Acra, in religion and government they 
do not much differ from their country-men. 

During my ftay here, I found fucit an incredible number oi r .is, that I thought 
myfelf bound in charity to advertife the inhabitants to be upon their guard and deftroy 
thofe vermin, left increafing upon them they Ihould in time drive them out of their 
country. 

I'our miles eaftward from hence is the kingdom of Great Popo, whofe King was 
firft in fubjedlion to luda, but the prefent King being fet upon the throne by the pre- 
fent King of Fida, in the roont of his brother whom he had baniflied, in rcw'ard of 
the favours of the Fidafian monarch, he hath w'ithdrawn his allegiance, and thrown 
off that yoke ; at w hich the Fidafian was fo much enraged, fhat he i cifed a great army, 
which he fent againft Popo, together with the afliftance and ammunition which he 
received from fome French Ihips that then lay before Fida, defigning nothing lefs than 
to extirpate them, which he was alfo encouraged to hope, becaufe the French Ihips 
likewife failed to fall upon that country by fea : but Popo being an ifland fituate in tihe 
midft of the river, both the French and Fidafians were forced to make ufe of floats to 
come at them ; and that nation had put itfelf in fuch a pofture of defence, that it not 
only received its enemies warmly, but after bleeding them, put them to flight, without 
the lofs of one man on their fide ; for they fired very briffly out of their houfes, and 
unperceived of their enemies, by which means they killed a great number of French 
and Fidafians, and fo difordered their forces, that throwing down their arms, they run 
over one another to make their efcape j and if the Popoeans had followed their vie- 
* 3 2 tory 
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tory, in all probability not Frenchman would have efcaped alive, they not being fo 
fwifc as the Negroes. ... * 

Since this fo unfuccefsful enterprife, the King of Fida hath not ventured on any frefl> 
attempts vnth his own forces, but hath been endeavouring even to this prefent time ta 
hire other nations to engage in the quarrel ; but though it hath already coft him large 
fums, yet the only fuccefs he has met with is to be cheated on all fidcs ; wherefore, 
much againft his will, he is obliged to fulfer the King of Popo in quiet poffeffion ol 
his illand. 

The inhabitants of Popo have fcarcely any dwelling places, befides the King’s village, 
w'hich, as 1 have told you, is an ifland, and that lb thinly peopled, and fo infefted by 
the Fidafians, that they cannot cultivate their land quietly/; wherefore they very fre- 
quently want provifions, and would be llarved, if they were not furnillied with edibles 
from even the Fidalians, their greateft enemies, who continually run the rilk of 
capital punilhments, by reafon of the profit they find to accrue by viftualling the 
Popoeans. 

'Fhe natives of Great Popo trade alfo in Haves, w'hich, if no fliips come thither, 
they fell to thofe of Little Popo ; but their greatefi gain is by the filli, which they 
catch in their river, and trade with abroad. 

Some years pall we had a houfe or lodge here, but by reafon of the declenlion of 
trade, fince the enmity betwixt Fida and Popo, after the death of our fador we left it, 
and fince that time we have not traded with them. 


This Popo is the firll place which can properly be reckoned to be in the country of 
Ardia: the Ardrafian language, with very I'mull alterations, is here fpoken. I'he 
government allb is here upon the fame foot, of wiiich more in the defcrijjtion of Fida, 
where I lliall give you a Iketch of it. 

.Tuft eaftwards of Popo, the country of Fid;v takes its beginning, and four or five 
miles lower is the road and port. 'J'his port is fo Incommodious and dangerous, by 
reafon of the horrible burnings in the fca, that we cannot land here without running a 
great rilk; but in April, May, .Tunc, and July, the fea burns fo violently, that, ac- 
cording to the proverb, he ought to have tw'o lives who ventures. 

About this feafon, difmal accidents are very frequent here, great quantities of goods 
are loft, and many men drowmed ; for the fea-burning is fo violent, and rolls fo, that 
a canoe full of people is over-turned, and the canoe fliattered into fplinters in a 
minute, by which means all that are in it are in danger to be loft, except the rowers, 
who, through their {kill in fwimming, may perhaps lave thenifelves. 'I’his over- 
turning of canoes happens every day. 

When I w'as here, in the year 1698, befides Haves, there were five men loft Iiere; 
viz. a Portvguefe captain, a clerk, and three Englifli failors, befides two captains 
■which were brought a-lhore for dead, and lived but a very littJfe while after. 

This port hath coft me, or rather the Company, at feveral times, above two hun- 
dred pounds, and doubtlefs it muft have been more expenfivc to the Englilh and others, 
who have not fo good rowers. 

At this time of the yeaV we are troubled with another inconvenience, which is a 
ftrong eaftern tide, which no boat or lhallop can Item by rowing, but thofe in the 
boats are obliged to fet them along by fticktng their pole in the ground ; fo that what 
by one inconvenience or another we are detained here twice as long as is neceflary to 
our Have-trade; but when our fatigue is over, and we are got on fliore,. we feem to, 
have paffed from hell to heaven, for having efcaped the apparent dangers of the fea, ■ 
and difeerning fuch beautiful meadow-ground about half a mile oil’, we cannot help 
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being over-joyed on the account not only of our deliverj^fout likewife of the future 
pleafures this country promifes. 

For three feveral times I have lived here about three months, not that my merchan- 
dizing required fo long time ; for reckoning one fliip with another, I could difpatch 
each of them in lefs than a month ; and which is yet more, I have laden three in four- 
teen days ; but what obliged me to llay was waiting for a yacht to carry me off, and 
prepaping for my voyage. 

During my Hay here, I ufed all poilible means to difeover the length and breadth of 
this kingdom, but could never obtain a farther fatisfaftory account than that its extent 
along the fea-lhore is aboi’V nine or ten miles; and a the middle, it reaches fix or 
level! ntiles in-land ; after which it extends like two arms, and in fomc places r. ten or 
twelve miles broad, and in others much narrower ; fo that it is impollibie for me to 
oblige you with an exaft account of its breadth, but I hope we lhall not quarrel. 

It is, however, unqueflionably certain, that this country is fo very populous, that in 
one village alone, as the King’s, or any of his viceroy’s villages, for inftance, there 
are as many people as in a common kingdom on the Gold Coali ; and this land is well 
furnifhed with thefe large villages, befidcs innumerable fmall ones, which arc obferv- 
able throughout the whole country, fome not above a mufquet-lliot from each other, 
lor thofc who live out of the great villages or towns build and fettle where they pleafe ; 
fo that each family builds a fmall village, which increafes as that multiplies. I'he great 
number of thefe villages, compofed of houfes which are round at the top« and en- 
compall'ed with mud walls or hedges, together with the great numbers of all forts of 
beautiful and lofty-trees, which feem defigncdly planted in exaft order, afford the moll 
beautiful profpeift in the world ; to render which the more charming and perfeftly 
agreeable, not fo much as one mountain or hillock interpofeth to interrupt the view j 
but the whole is a fort of infenfibly Jifing ground, which is not difeovered till you 
have gone forwards an hour or two, when, turning back, your eyes are regaled with 
a proipett of the molf charming place that imagination can reprefent ; nor can I be- 
lieve that any country in the world can Ihew the like, llefido,. v hich, this land is 
covered with a beautiful verdure, compofed cither of grafs or trees, and plentifully 
provided with three forts of corn, beans, potatoes, and other fruits, which grow fa 
clofely to each other, that in fome places a foot-path is the only ground that is not 
covered with them ; for the Negroes of this country arc fo covetous, that no place 
which is thought fertile can efcape planting, though even within the hedges which 
enclofe their villages and dwelling-places ; and they are fo very greedy in this particular, 
that the very next day after they have reaped they are lure to fow again, w'ithout 
allowing the land any time for rell. 

The charms of this country have fo far tranfported me, that I have infeniibly paffed 
through it ; but fince on account of its excellence (comparatively taken and confidered 
as on this Coali), it deferves a very parricular defeription : 1 therefore defign to divide 
it into three heads, viz. firll, 1 fliall treat of the nature and manners of the inhabitants ; 
fecondly, of their religion and government ; and, thirdly, of the cattle and fruits of this 
country. ' * 

As the firll will take up the remainder of this letter, fo the other two lhall be treated 
of each in a letter apart. But 1 defire you not to be tired if they ‘all, but more efpe^ 
dally this, happen to be fomewhat long ; I fliall not grudge my pains in writing it ; ' 
and if you put too great a value on the time to read it, the remedy is eafy ; you may 
tear off what you will, and not walle fo much time on it as to perufe it. 


But 
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But as to my firft particular, I muft needs fay, that the inhabitants of Fida far ex- 
ceed all other Negroes (that I have had the opportunity of converfing with) both in 
good and bad qualities ; as the following lines, if worthy your reading, will inform 
you : — 

I muft own, that, from the higheft to the loweft, they treat us in the moft civil, 
obliging, and engaging manner in the world ; and as all Negroes continually teaze 
us for prelents, ihelc, on the contrary, never defire beyond a morning draught, and 
had rather give than receive. When we trade with them, they are very well plcafed 
that we acknpwledge the fervices they have done us ; but they are incorrigibly fond of 
their ancient cuftoms, but this is fo reafonable that no ncrfon can deny them that 
privilege. / 

They are fo civil to each other, and the inferior fo refpcftful to the fuperior, that at 
firft I was very much furprifed at it ; for if any of them goes to vifit his fuperior, or 
meets him by chance, he immediately falls on his knees, and thrice fucceffively kifles 
the earth, claps his hands, wilhes his fuperior a good day or good niglit, and congra- 
tulates him ; which the other, cither fitting or Handing, or whatever pofture he is 
found in, barely anfwers, with foftly clapping his hands, and wifliing the other a good 
day ; and if he is extraordinarily civil, he faith, it is enough. All which time the 
former remains fitting or proftrate on the earth, till the other departs, unlefs his affairs 
call him away ; when, after begging leave, he retires, creeping on the ground ; for 
it would .be thought a great crime to fit upon a chair or bench in prefence of his 
fupprior. 

The like deference is paid by the younger to the elder brother, the children to the 
father, and the wives to their hulbands ; none of which will deliver or receive any 
thing to or from his or her fuperior, brother, father, or hulband, otherwife than upon 
the knee, and with both hands together, which cs a fign of yet greater fubjeefion ; and 
if they fpcak to any of the faid perfons, their hand is alw'ays clapped before their 
mouth, that their breath may not offend the other. 

When two perfons of equal condition meet each other, they fall both down on their 
knees together, clap hands, and mutually falutc, by wiffiing each other a good day ; 
which ceremonies are alfo nicely obferved by their followers and dependants on each 
fide, which looks very agreeable. 

If a principal perfon liappen to fneeze, all thofe in their prefenco fall upon their 
knees ; and after having kifl'ed the earth, and clapped their hands, wilh him all hap- 
pinefs and profperity. 

When a perflm is prefented with any thing by his fuperior, having received it, he 
claps it in ^is hands, and aft'T killing the earth, very fubmiflively returns thanks, hi 
fliort, the inferior here ffiews as much refpeft to the fuperior, as 1 believe is praiftifed 
m any place of the world ; which is very different from the Negroes on the Gold Goaft, 
who live together without any diftimftion, like brute beads ; nor do they differ lefs 
from the mentioned Negroes in induftry, for whereas the Gold Coaft Negroes indulge 
themfelvcg in idlenels as, their favourite vice ; here, on the contrary, men as well as 
women are fo vigoroufly induftrious &nd laborious, that they never defift till they have 
finifhed their undertakings ; and are continually endeavouring after work, in order to 
get money. 

Befides agriculture, from which the King and a few great men are only exempted, 
their manutaftures are fpinning of cotton, weaving of fine cloaths, making of cala- 
baffes, wooden veflels, Affagayes and finith’s-ware, and feveral other handicrafts, which 
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are in greater perfection here than on the Gold Coafl ; bdides which, they alfo have 
fome which the other have no knowledge of. 

Whilft the men are fo diligently employed, the women are not idle ; they brew, or 
rather boil beer, and drefs victuals, which they carry to market to fell, together with 
their hufband’s merchandize ; fo that both men and women here are employed in 
getting of money, and each zealoufly Itrives to out-do the other. Hence it is that 
they live very fplendidly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coaft, who dare not 
think of a good morfel when it is dear; for thefe on the other fide, as well the 
higher as lower fort, eat o,f the beft that is to be go* ten, as long as they have any 
thing to fupport it ; and w^ ?n that fails, they are upon the hunt to get more ; but to 
alk them to work with an empty belly, would be to knock at a dcaf-man’' dour ; on 
which account 1 think no man can blame them, fiiice it is but reafonable that they 
fliould, bcibic they begin, be fenfible for what tlh'y take pains. 

They work for Imall wages, and the fervice which the meaner fort do us confifts in 
carrying our goods from I he fiiore to the King’s village, wdiere our houfe is. This 
being about three miles, for every burthen of goods we commonly pay from eiglit to 
twelve pence, in proportion to the weight ot it ; the price ot each burthen being 
exactly adjufled. From hence you may colleCt, that the men work very cheaply here ; 
bur they play an affer-gamc, of which 1 lhall heioafter inform you. 

VVitii a burthen <'f one hundred pounds on their head, they run a fort of continual 
trot, whicli is lb fwift, that we Hollanders cannot keep up with them wdthout dilliculty, 
though not loaded wirli an ounce weight. 

'I’hofe \vho are very rich here, befides hufbandry, in which their wives and Haves 
arc employe.! und('r the n, drive a very confiderable trade, not only in Haves, hut all 
other fort of commodities. 

d’hey are fo diligent ir. the flavc-trade^that they arc able to deliver one thoufand Haves 
every irn'iiih, il there .\re no Ihips ai F 'fo, w'hich is fubordinate to Great Ardra, and 
fituate hut ilii ee mile'' b..'l(nv k'ida, wdiich makes a very confiderable alteration ; for the 
King of Great Ardra, tiiroug;h whofe territories moll of the Haves ar. obliged to pafs, 
W'hen the Ihips arc there, to lavour his own fubjects, very commonly Hints up all the 
palfes to Fida by a very It'-icl prohibition ; upon w-hicli his fubjefts are obliged to deal 
by Health with tliofe of Ifida (againft w'hofi King he is an irreconcilcable enemy), which 
yet they continually do, feeming not much concerned at their Kings’ difputes. Not- 
withftanding which, trade doth not flourifti fo well as when the King of Ardra leaves 
commerce ojieii betwixt his fubjects and thofe of Fida. 

The remaining cultoras and manners of the natives of Fida, not alleCUng their reli- 
gious worfliip, are very like thofe on the Gold Coalt, excepting only, as J have already 
hinted, that thefe exceed the other in all particidars of living ; for w'herea.s the former 
content themfelves wiili one, two, three, and the moil confiderable men, with eight, 
ten or twenty wives ; they have here forty or fifty, and their chief captains three or 
four hundred, fome one thoufand, and the King betwixt four and five thoufand. 

Moll of thefe wives ferve to till the ground, for their hufoands only ; but .the nioll 
beautiful Hay at home, where they arc not yet c.xhufed from' working ; 'befides which 
they are obliged to lerve and wait on their hufband. No rich Negro will fulFer any man 
to enter the houfes where his wives relide. 

The men here are fo Hrangely jealous of their wives, that on the leafl; fufpicion in 
the world, they fell them to the Fhropeans ; being in this particular very diHFerent from 
the Negroes of the Gold Coall, who make no manner of fcruple of driving a public 
trade with their w'ives’ body. 
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The cuftom of this country is vaftly different from that ; for if any perfon here pre- 
furae to debauch another's wife, if the injured perfon is a rich man, the oflender mufl 
not only die, but fuch a crime is, bcfides that, fufikient to plunge his whole family 
into flavery. 

If any perfon happen barely to touch any part of the body of one of the King’s wives, 
defignedly, or by the mofl unforefeen accident in the world, his head, or at leaf! his 
liberty, is thereby forfeited ; he being, for a punifhment of his innocent crime, doomed 
to perpetual flavery. Wherefore all thofe whofe bufmefs lies near the King’s houfes, 
call out aloud that his wives may be informed there is a man thereabouts. 

For the fame reafon the King (as I have before hinted),- is ferved by his wives in his 
houfe, not permitting any man to enter the walls thereof, unlefs to repair it, or do 
what the women cannot, upon which occafion the women are obliged to retire to 
another part of it. 

When the workmen are tiling or repairing the King’s houfe, they continually call 
out, that the King’s wives may, during that time, keep within ; for if they fliould hap- 
pen to fee them only, it would be imputed to them as a crime. 

So when the King’s wives go to the field to work, as they do daily by hundreds, 
they are certain, whenever they meet a man, to cry out, “ Stand clear after which 
he either immediately falls on his knees or flat on the ground, and waits their palling 
by him, without prefuming fo. much as to look at them. 

On account of the leaft difguft or trifle, the King fometimes fells eighteen or twenty 
of his wives, which doth not at all lefl'en their number, for three of his principal cap- 
tains, to whom the government of the feraglio is entrufled, daily fupply their places 
with frefh ladies ; for whenever they fee a beautiful virgin, they immediately prefent 
her to the King, which none of his fubjedbs dare prel'ume to refule or contradift. 

When a lady is prefented to the King that 'happens to pleafe him, he does her the 
honour to lie with her twice or thrice ; after which fhe is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like a nun ; for which reafon, the women are fo far from being greedy of the 
honour of being the King’s wives, that fome of them prefer a fpeedy death to fuch a 
miferable life. 

About two years pall thefe captains endeavoured to bring him a beautiful young maid ; 
but fhe not being very fond of a nun’s life, fled from them, and they purfuing her, fhe 
defpairing threw herfelf into a deep well, in which fhe was Hilled. I leave her cafe to 
be determined by the ladies. 

Upon the father’s death, the eldefl fon inherits not only all his goods and cattle, but 
his wives ; which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as his owm, excepting his own 
mother ;».for whom he provides a feparate apartment, and fufiicient fubfiflancc, in cafe 
fhe cannot live without it. 'I’his cullom obtains not only with the King and captains, 
but alfo amongfl the commonalty. 

This prefent King married two of his own daughters ; but they dying quickly after, 
and his brutal pleafures being of a fhort duration, he imagines that the gods that way 
punilhed him for his crime ; which hath drawn from him an oath never to repeat it for 
the future. 'To prevent temptatiofl, in my time he married his only daughter to the 
Englilh Company’s faftor here ; and once talking very freely with him, I, in a jelling 
manner, impofed a fort of fine upon him for not having made me the firft offer of her. 
FJe willingly paid his fine, adding withal, that though his daughter was married, Uie 
was yet at my fervice, if I defired her, fince one word was fufficient to call her home. 
What think you, fir, are not this King’s daughters very cheap ? But the mifehief 
5 . is. 
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i»i that marrying a King’s daughter in this country is not very advantageous, otherwise 
1 had not failed long fmce to be happy that way. 

From fuch a multitude of wives, a great number of children may reafonably be 
expedfed. You may eafily believe this when I aver to you, I have fecn men that were 
fathers of above two hundred children ; but, however, to put it out of doubt, not 
only myfelf, but feveral others who have enquired into it, are afeertained of the truth 
of it in two inftances ; the firft of which is one of the King’s captains, that ferved us 
feveral years as an interpreter, whofc name is Agoei. 

I once alkcd him in prefence of one of our captains and my aflillatit, how many 
children he had, having Always obferved a good ni inber with him ; to which he, 
fighing, anfwered, that he nad been fo very unhappy in that particular, as nc lo have 
many, and that he could not pretend to above feventy ; 1 alked him whether he had 
not had more that w'ere dead ; he told me yes, about as many as were at prefent alive. 
And yet this man thought that both thefe numbers, making together one hundred and 
forty, were but a very i'mall number ; from whence you may guefs what number is 
fufficient to make a man rich, or well-ftocked with children. 

d’lie King, who was prclent at this converfation, alTured me that one of his viceroys, 
aililled by his fons and grandfons with their Haves, had repulfed a powerful enemy 
which came agaiiift him. I'hat this viceroy, with his fons and grandfoiis, could make 
out tile number of two thoui'and, not reckoning daughters or any that were dead, 
judge then, fir, whether, if a new world were dil'cov^red, thel'c men would, not be fit 
to people it. 

If what I have told you is true, as I do not in the leall doubt but it is, being con- 
firmed by the King’s aU'everation in the prefence of all his principal men ; and this whole 
country is I'o prolilic, if is not very furprifing that it is fo populous, or annually fells 
lb many Haves. 

Having detained you long enough ■ n the head of the marriages of the Fidafians, let 
us now take a view of their dealing with, or keeping the goods of others. To this pur- 
pofe is what the King laid to me the firlt time I came to 1 'ida ; Majefty’s advice 
and charadler of his ftibiebls ran thus: — “ 'I'hat his fubjects were not like iliofe of 
Ardra and other neighbouring countries ; which upon the leall umbrage received from 
the Kuropeans would poifun them. This is,” continues' he, “ what you have no rea- 
ion to fear here ; but I advlfe you to take particular care of your goods, for my people 
u.'em to be born expert thieves, and will rob you of no more than they can come at.” 

I was entirely fatistied with this trank declaration of the King’s, relolving to be fo care- 
ful that their pilfering nature fliould not much redound to my damage ; but I reckoned 
. without my holt, for 1 afterwards iound that they were the greatell c»nd moll cunning 
thieves in the w'orld. ^ 

F.xccpt three or four of the moll confiderable men, all this nation, high and low, 
rich and poor, are tainted with this vice. In lliort, not to exclude any body in the 
whole country, as 1 have before Iiinted, they an* fuch expert thieves,, that they obliged 
a French merchant to lay of them, that they underftood the art of thievery better than 
the cut-piirfes and pick-pockets of Paris. Would *you know lOvhat extorted this chavadler 
nf that nation from him ; il was, that being ready to depart, he had packed up all his 
goods in his pack-houfe, to which he had alfo added a great nunlber of chickens, de- 
I'igned lor his voyage, relolving to fliip ofi' all the next day ; but he was exculed that 
trouble, for when he came to his wtirehonfe next morning, he found neither goods nor 
.fowl, though the warchoufc was firm and clofe, and well locked, fo that he could not 
• ^ VOL, x\ (. 3 Q imagine 
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Imagine wKich way the thievery had been acted ; though I afterwards difcovcred tlie 
trick at my coft. 

The Negroes of the Gold Coaft are very thievilh, but are not to be compared with 
thefe. 1 never faw a fliip here of what nation foever, that they have not robbed of 
goods to a conliderable value ; for, as I have already told you, it being three miles 
from the King’s vilfege’ to the lliore, all which way we are ncceilltatcd to make ul'e of 
thefe villains to carry our goods, they are hereby furniflied with the bell opportunity 
in the world to play their part ; of which there is no hindering them : though inltcad ^ 
of Argus you had a watchman with a thoufand eyes, they would yet deceive him ; and 
if we happen to catch them and reprehend them for it, they have aflli ranee enough to 
alk us, whether we can imagine that they would work fo hard as they do, for fuch 
fmall wages, without the liberty of Healing. 

In my time the Englilh fewed up their fmall barrels of Boefies (the money of this 
country) in facks, thinking thereby to have fecured them from the pilfering fingers of 
the Negroes ; but they were miftaken ; for as they were carrying them, on the way, 
they cut the facks of the barrels, and dug out their Boefies at the chinks of the barrel 
with an iron chiffel. They are acquainted with an hundred feveral ways of Healing, 
which would be too long to recite here. I fliall only add that no perfon can provide 
againH them ; and if we complain to the King, we cannot expeft any juHice, much 
lefs retribution. For though the King gives order to have the guilty fearched after and 
punilhed, .yet no perfon dare inform, for fear of the King’s eldeft fon, who commonly 
fhares with, and confequently protects thefe villains. 

And if we ftiould prefume to think, that when our goods are in the w'arehoufes, 
they are then in a fafe harbour, wo ftiould find ourfelves grofsly miftaken : at firft I 
was of that opinion, but having had ftolen from me, in one night’s time, above the value 
of fixty pounds fterling in goods, I changed m^ opinion, believing that the only way 
to be tree from their thievery, was to leave them and their country. I then found the 
locks of my warehoufe entire, and had very fafely kept the key ; fo that at firft 1 could 
not imagine which way the thievery was committed, but afterwards I difeovered the 
villany : I obferved that in the garret, which was thatched with reed and clay or mud, 
to prevent firing, they had made a hole, and allifted by a pole with a hook at the end 
of it, had drawn out my goods. 

But they had made fuch a large hole in the Frenchman’s warehoufe, that a man 
might pafs through it. In fhorr, go how it will, they are hire to Heal fomething ; but 
having faid enough on this fubjed, it is time to think of fomething elfe ; and before we 
fpeak of their government and religion, we lhall give fome ftiort hints on other fubjefls. 

The Negroes here are more richly cloathed than thofeof the Gold Coaft, except in. 
gold and ulver, which they have not here, nor are they acquainted with its worth. 
Fhey wear five or fix cloaths, all of difl'erent forts, one above the other, the uppermoft 
of which is eight or nine yards long, which they wrap very decently about their body. 
None are permitted to wear red except thole of the royal family only. 

The women alfo wear a. multitude of cloaths or panes, heaped one over another, each 
of which is not. above a ykrd and haK a quarter long, or a yard and a half long, of 
which they buckle their two ends on their bellies. I'hcfe cloaths very clofely cover 
the pofteriors, but fit very loofe before, infomuch that if the wind blow's a little frefti, 
what modefty obliges to cover is frequently expofed. 

The Negroes tell us that this faihion was the women’s invention, and grounded on a 
contenience which they found in it, as doubtlefs every mode is fome way or other, 
ufeful. 

It ' 
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* It is odd enough to obferve that all men, women and chj|dren go with their heads 
clofely fliom by a razor, and that without any covering in rain, wind, the fcorching fun, 
or be the weather how it will : and if it is certainly true that going with the head naked 
renders it very hard, I dare aver that the Negroes muft be very hard-headed, fmce 
they are always bare in that part ; and hence it is, as well as from their beards being 
clofely fliorn, that the old men feem younger than they really are. 

If the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, when feized by fickncfs, are very diligent in the 
, ufe of medicines, and numerous ofl'erings for the recovery of their health ; the Negroes 
here exceed them, efpeciallyin the laft, which is the em 'loymcnt offeveral whole days. 

The medicinal remedies ire the fame with thole on u.e Gold Coalt, but the offerings 
are very different : here each perfon referves a place under the open air, \ iucfi i^ fet 
apart for that purpofe, and hedged about with reeds and other tralh. In this confecrated 
place they continually facrjficc in order to obtain health and profperity. 

They are fo very fearful of death, that they very unwillingly hear it mentioned, for 
fear that alone Ihould haften their end. No Negro in the whole country dare prefunie 
to fpeak of death in prefence of the King or any great man, on penalty of undergoing 
it as a punilhment himfelf. 

The firft voyage I made hither, being upon my departure, I alked the King (who 
owed me about one hundred pounds fterling), who lliould pay me in cafe of his death 
at my return ; all thofe prefent were perfectly amazed at this queftion ; but the King, 
who underftood a little Portuguefe, taking me right, and finding that I was ignorant 
of their culloms, finilingly anfwered, that 1 ought not to trouble myfelf about that, for 
he Ihould not die, but always live. I foon perceived that I had been guilty of fome 
folecifm in their manners, wherefore I took my leave and retired to my apartment ; but 
withal alking the captains which followed me the reafon of their aftonifliment. They 
replied, that no perfon, on pain of death, dared prefume to fpeak of death itfdf fo pub- 
licly in the King’s prefence, much lefs “.Ik of his own dying. I was then filent; but 
in my fecond and third voyage, growing more familiar with the King, and his before- 
mentioned great men, 1 have frequently ridiculed their vain fca. of death ; and 
accuflomed them to it, fo that in time they began to laugh at it themfelves, efpecially 
the King (who is a very jolly fellow) when I frighted any of his captains with death j 
but no Negro wall venture to open his lips on that fubjeft. 

The Negroes live in a manner by guefs, making no manner of diiHn£Iion of times. 
They have no feftivals, nor divifions of hours, days, weeks, months or years, but 
reckon their fowing time by moon-fliines, and very well know that every three days 
there is a great market. 

They are fo accurately quick in their merchandize accompts, that they eafijy reckon 
as juftly and as quick in their heads alone, as w'e with the affiftance of pen and ink, 
though the fum amounts to feveral thoufands ; which makes it very eafy to trade with 
them, and not half fo troublefome as to deal with other and much duller Negroes. 

I beg you would not be furprifed that I jumble my matter confufedly together, for 
not allowing myfelf time to digeft it ; fo I defire you w'ould pleafe to take it in good 
part, let it fall how it will : but if you defire wh2t I write to be thrown into an accu- 
rate method, after you have received it, you have it in your own hands and power. 
But for the prefent, I can give you no further confolation, than tha*t the glafe is almoft 
run out, and this letter is very near its conclufion. 

Menftruous women are efteemed fo unclean, that they are not permitted entrance 
into the King's, or other great men’s houfes, on lefs penalty than death, or perpetual 
Jlavery. 
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The circumcifion of jifants, efpecially the males, is here cuftomary ; but if they 
be alked whence this culfom was deduced, they readily anfwer, that it was traditionairy 
handed to them by their ancellors, and they at prefent neither know the reafon nor 
fjgnification. 

I have juft hinted that the male-infants were circumcifed, in which you will perhaps 
think I am in the rl^ht, fince the cuftom is fcarcely pradicable in the o^her fex : but ! 
can all’ure you, fir, that fome girls are here liable as well as the boys. You, as a 
phyfician, need make no farther queftion on that head j and I refer the ignorant to 
what Mr. Arnold van Overbeck faith concerning the Hottentots at the Cape of Cood 
Hope. 

The Negroes differ very much from each other in the circumcifion of children ; fome 
do it at four, five, or fix, and others at eight or ten years of age. 

Their mufical inftruments are much better than thofc on the Gold Coaft, and they 
are alfo much modefter in the ufe of them, for in the time of mourning tliey never 
teaze you with the noife of them. 

They are very great gamefters, and willingly flake all they arc maflors of in the 
world at play ; and when money and goods are wanting, like the Chinefe, they Hake 
firll wife and children, and then land and body. 

Not to detain you any longer, 1 (hall pafs by their mufical as well as gaming inftru- 
ments, and conclude this from him, w'ho, at all times, and in all places, is, fir, 
yours, &c. 


LETTER XIX. -r- Which briejiy treats concerning the Government of Fuia ; capital 
Crimes very rare here ; Punifvncnt of Murder^ and of violating one of the King’. 
Wives ,* other Crimes charged with peeuniary Midfls only. — The Oath of Purgation, in 
Kjhat Manner admimjlcred. — The Age of the King, his Temper, his Chamber of Audi- 
ence, domejiic Ojfce, Revenue, and Receivers thereof ; what Portion accrues to the 
King by the Sale of a Slave ; his Revenue whieh 'arifes from Fijh, and his Cuflonu, 
bow much on each Ship ; concerning the Captains ; the Riches of this Prince ; at wha: 
Charges he is obliged to live, and his great Expences ; no Perfon permitted to fee the 
King cat, or know where he lodgeth, except his Wives ; his Prefents to the Europeans ; 
he is adored as a Demi-god ; his Cloaihs, and Children, and the Nature of the latter ; 
how he came to the Throne ; a barbarous Cuflom on occafion of the Death of their 
Kings ; the King’s Commands executed by his Wives, whence a pleafant Adventure is 
related. — The Religion and Superjiition of the Fidafians ; their Multitude of Idols, of 
which a Negro gave a very di verting Explication ; their Notion of the true God ; 
their principal Deities ; frji of the Snake, to which great Offerings arc made, chief y 
by the King ; the Houfe of their chicfcf God, where Jituatc, of what Luirgencfs, and 
how found out ; Offerings formerly fent by the King to the Snake-heufe, but at prefent 
abolijbed, and why ; a large Account of the King’s Revenue on account of the Snake’s 
Worffip, which Cheat, though known to be fuch by the Negroes, yet for certain Rcafons 
they dare not, oppofe it ; he who injures the Snake condemned to the Flatties ; the tragical 
Fate of fome Englijh on- that account ; another .which bcfcl a Gold Coaf Negro ; Mul- 
titudes of Snakes' in the Dwelling-places of the Europeans ; the Author paid for the 
imaginary boarding of a Snake ; thefe idolatrous Snakes do not injure Mankind ; the 
Negroes cannot bear any Difeourfe again/l the Snake ; bow they behave thcmfelvcs, if 
hy chance they happen to kill one of them ; a pleafant Adventure betwe/en a Hog and 
a Snake, which c^ the Lives of fame Hundreds of the former ; the Trees are the, 
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faend-ratc Gods of the Natives of Fida ; the Sea their third God ; on wh&i Occqfions 
the two lafl are honoured with Orifons and Sacrifices ; PrUtfis and Prkfejfes in great 
Eficcm ; the lajl called God's Children ; their great Authority ; what- the Fidaftans 
think of diabolical Spirits^ and Hell, in which Belief they have been long fmce con- 
firmed ; Difcourfe betwixt a Fidajian Captain and an Augujline Friar. 

SiK, 

IN tny lart:, dated , I divided my defcription of Fida into three parts ; of the 

firft of which, I therein treated at large ; and the fecond, namely, their government 
and religion, 1 (hall difpa?ch in this; but the firft p; li of this head affording nothing 
very particular, I fliall iu)i. detain you long on it. 

'i'he government, for fo lar as it relates to the country, or the war, is veiled in 
the King and his principal great men ; but in criminal cafes the King affembles his 
council, compofed rff certain perfons, opens the indidments to them, and requires 
each perfon to declare his fentiments, what punilhment the criminal deferves. When 
the verdict pleafes him, execution is accordingly done in purfuance to it ; but if he 
dillikes it, he obliges the council to retire, and punilheth the malefador according to 
his royal will and pleafure. 

Here are very lew capital crimes, which are only murders and committing adultery 
with the King’s or his great men’s wives ; but the Negroes, as I have already hinted, 
being very fearful of death, are the moil careful people in the world how they incur 
that penalty. Notwithftanding vvliich, from time to> time, fevcral venture To far as to 
deferve that punilhment, of which 1 lhall give you fome inftances that happened within, 
tliefe five or fix years. 

'The tw'o firft are of two Blacks, both executed for murder in the fame manner, viz. 
they were cut open alive, their intrails taken out of their bodies and burned ; after 
which, their corpfc were filled with fait, and fixed on a flake in the middle of the 
hlarket-placo, where 1 faw them in luy firft voyage tlfithcr. 

About four years pall a Negro,’ who had been tardy with one of the King’s wives, 
being caught, was, together with the female accomplice of his crime, brought to the 
place of execution in the open field, where he was fet as a mark for feveral great men, 
by way of diverfion, to lliow their Ikill in darting the Affagays at him, by which this 
poor wretch was mifcrably tormented. After this, in the prefence of the offending 
lady, he w’as bereft of his moft criminal member, and after being obliged to throw it 
into the lire himfelf, they were both put into a deep pit, being firft bound hand and 
loot ; then their executioners fet a pot of boiling water upon the fire, out of which 
they by degrees laved fome on the poor criminals till it was half out, upon which 
they poured the remainder on them all at once, and filling the pit with cjsrth, buried 
rliem alive. 

I'wo years after this, a young man was taken, that had Ihut himfelf up in the King’s 
dwelling-place in women’s habit, and ci^oyed feveral of the King’s wives ; but at laft 
fearing a difeovery, they refolved to take their flight ; and not contented with having 
cuckolded the King, they deligned to make up good pack' of the King’s goods, which 
might fubfift them in another country ; but they were catched, attempting the latter 
part of their enterprife, though not all, but only the Negio and»one woman; and no 
torture inflided on the former, was fufficient to extort from him a difeovery of any 
more, fo fentence palled to burn him with the woman. 

The Negro feeing the King’s wives fo very forward to bring woott to bum. him, 
could not forbear laughing, thereby hinting that they were at prefent very diligmt to 
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furnifh fuel for the execution of him with whom they had paffed many a night very 
agreeably ; this he not only expreffed by his laughter, but publicly faid j but would 
not accufe any of the guilty, for which reafon thefe two only were punilhed, who 
accompanied one another in life and death. 

From what I have faid you may obferve, that the King knows very well how to find 
out thofe who injure him ; but in the affair of doing juftice to others he is fomewhat 
deaf. 

The remaining crimes of the Negroes are mofily compounded by a pecuniary mul£t ; 
which the King, without calling his captains to his afliftance, takes himfelf, except one 
of his favourites, named Captain Carter, who is juftly called the King’s foul ; fince 
without him he will not do any thing, though even of the leaff importance. This per- 
fon, in niy time, was, as we here call him. Captain Blank, or the captain to whom the 
European affairs were all entrufted. 

If any perfon here is accufed of any crime, and denies the faft, he is obliged to 
clear himfelf by Fetiches, as on the Gold Coaft ; or otherwife (which is here very 
common), he is brought to a river, not far from the King’s court ; to which is aferibed 
the ftrange quality of immediately drowning all the guilty perfons which are thrown 
into it (contrary to the European manner of trying witches) ; but the innocent com» 
clear out of it without any damage; fuppofing withal that they fave thcmfclves by 
fwimming ; in which art all of them being very expert, I never heard that this river 
ever yet cqnvifted any perfon ; for they all come w’ell out, paying a certain fum to the 
King ; for which end alone I believe this trial is defigned. 

The viceroys in their governments generally follow the fame rule, and condemn the 
malefaftors to pay a certain fum for their ufe. 

Having little more to fay concerning their government^ I fhall now apply myfelf to 
the King’s houfehold and ftate. ' 

The prefent King is aged fome years above fifty, but as vigorous and fprightly as a 
man of five and thirty : he is tite mo/t civil and generous Negro that 1 have obferved 
among the black kind, and is never better pleafed than when we defire a favour of 
him. It would be very gjify to obtain whatever we alked of hini, if a parcel of rafcally 
flatterers did not continually buzz IclTons of good hufliandry in his ears, not really out 
of kindnefs to him, but only in order to draw to themfelves what by their f rugal advice 
they prevent his bellowing on others : and I have obferved that he daily more and 
more hearkens to thefe fort of people ; for inilead of being kind to us, he is now fo 
obftinate and humourfome in his trading with us, that we fcarcely know how to deal 
with him : for at firft he left it to us what to oiler, now, on the contrary, he will have 
every thing his own way ; he will have the choicell and vendible part of our merchan- 
dizes in eiffihange for his flaves, which falls very heavy on the merchant ; for befides 
that, he is obliged to give him one-third, fourth, or fifth, at leaft extraordinary for 
every Have ; the bell goods being difpofed of, the remainder are not to be put off but 
to difadvantage ; whereas if the King would be a little reafonable, as he was the firft and 
fecond time I was there, we could eafily difpofe of the whole cargo. 

This King's train is fo very mean^ that it is fcarcely worth mentioning, he being 
attended by none but his ^ives ojily. Once, or at raofl, twice every year, he goes 
abroad, when he appears in a fort of fplendid retinue, more efpecially accompanied 
with his wives, who amount to above one thoufand ; each of which is drefled in the 
richeft and moll fplendid manner. At this time all his mofl beautiful wives, who arc 
always clofely enough (hut up, may be feen ; and with them a rich treafiire of coral, . 
which is worth even more than gold. In this progrefs he is not accompanied with fo 
6 . much 
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much as one man; but he before- hand advertizes all his great men where he intends 
to divert hirafeU, whither they go to wait for him, ftill taking care they keep for 
enough off his wives, as being allowed no greater favour than to fee them as they 
pafs by. 

The remaining part of the year the King remains in his houfe, indulging himfelf 
in no other diverfions than what his wives afford him, except when he goes to the 
place of audience, in order to be informed by his captains if any thing hath happened, 
or to impart his commands to them. Which being done, he goes to the place of 
audience appointed for th^ Europeans, to difeourfe with them concerning commerce. 
Where, when he and I ha'd no other bufinefs, I hav<. I'pent many days in one fort of 
game or other (to all which, according to the genius of that nation, he ’s ilrangely 
addided), we playing for an ox, hog, fheep, &c. but never for goods or money j and 
I had always that advantage of him, that if I won, he immediately fent home my 
winnings : but, on the contrary, if I loh, he did not defire to receive my lofmgs. In 
this place of audience, there are two foot-benches, one broad covered with a cloth, 
and provided with an oval ftool, according to the cuftom of the country, this is for 
the King ; and the other covered with mats for the Europeans to fit next the King and 
converfe with him, always bare-headed ; not that they are ordered to do fo, but be- 
caufe they always find that he is pleafed therewith. Whenever we enter this place 
of audience, we are defired to lay by our fwords, becaufe the King doth not like that 
any fhould appear armed before him. It is diverting enough to fpend a whole day 
with the King here ; for befidcs that he is very good company, he is continually enter- 
taining you with the bed that be has to eat and drink. 

No perfon is fiift'ered to drink out of the fame glafs or cup with the King, but he 
hatii always one kept particulJrly for himfelf ; and that which hath but once touched 
another’s lips he never ufes more, though it be made of metal that may be cleanfed 
by fire. 

When any of the Europeans eat in his prefence (whicTi he is very fond of ), the table 
is indifferently regularly furnifhed and ferved. All his great men or :.obles lie proftrate 
on the earth around, as long as he is prefent, without daring to rife : and what the 
Europeans leave at their table is bellowed upon them, which they very greedily eat, 
whether they like it or not, and though they have ten times better at hqme ; and were 
it not to affront the King’s diet, would not touch it. 

'I'he polls or offices which this King bellows, are of three forts : firft, the viceroys, 
here called Phidalgocs or governadors, which compofe the firll ftate of the kingdom j 
thefe in the King’s abfcnce, and in their viceroyalties, command as arbitraiily and keep 
up as great Hate as the King himfelf. 

The fccond are his cliief-captains, here called grand-captains, though moil of' them 
are withal viceroys over fome country or other. 

The third are the common captains ; of which there are a great number ; and each 
of thefe hath a particular charader : he to whom the care of the market is entruHed, 
is captain of the market ; by the fame rule another is captain of the Haves, a third of 
the Trortks or prifons, another of the Ihore. Jin ffiort, for every affair that can be 
thought of, the King hath appointed a captain overfeer. ^Refides wliich there are a 
great number of honorary captains without any offices ; for 'ach <Tr all which polls in 
proportion every perfon is obliged to pay the King a good fum of money, though he 
hath always the honour of bellowing it only out of his efpecial favour. 

. This King’s revenue, in proportion to his country, is very large ; of which, I be- 
lieve, he hath above one thoufand colleflors, who difperfe therafelyes throughout the 
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whole land, in all market -roads and palTages, in order to gather the King’s toll, which 
amounts to an incredible fum ; for there is nothing fo mean fold in the wh^jle king- 
dom, "that the King hath not toll for it; which, indeed, if all honelHy paid to him, 
wou|^ make him very rich ; but the gentlemen-colleftors fo largely fleece it, that the 
King fcarcely receives one-fourth part of the whole. 

There are three principal colleftors appointed over the flave-trade ; each of which 
is to receive a rix-dollar for the King’s toll, for every Have that is traded for : but thefe 
gentlemen, like the reft, agree under-hand with thofe who fell the flaves ; fo that 
the King receives nothing of it : but with refpcd to the flaves which are fold for 
Boefies (the money of this county), fomew'hat better care is taken, for the fum con- 
trailed for is paid m the King’s prefence ; out of which he receives three rix-dollars 
for every Have : notwithftanding w'hich care, though he is the leaft cheated, yet Ibme 
of his fubjccls are fo fly as to fetch their money for their flaves by night, or al unfea- 
fonable times, and confequently cheat him ; and on account that we have continual 
occafion to make ufe of them, w'c cannot deny them their money whenever tliey de- 
mand it. 

The exacl half of all the fines and tolls in his viceroyalties accrues to him ; but 1 be- 
lieve he w'ould be very well fatisfied if he could but get one-fourth. 

There are two very large rivers at h’itla : one of which runs by the tw'o Popos, the 
other by Jackin ; they are fo plentifully ftored with lilh, that the King’s toll out of 
each of them is worth one hundred flaves, which yet is not above half what the col- 
leftors receive. 

I'o the foregoing revenues of the King may be add^d that from each fliip wliich 
comes here to trade, reckoning one with another, cither by toll, his own trade or 
cuftom, which comes to about four hundred pounds* fterling ; and fometimes fifty 
fhips come hither in a year, though at other times not above half fo many ; in fliort, if 
the King were not cheated, he would have a t aft income, and be a potent prince, 
confidered as one of this country Kings ; but compared with the oriental or other 
Kings, he makes indeed but a wretched figure : but it goes here as all the world over, 
each officer Heals no inore than he can, and the olTices feem only to turn to the 
advantage of the polTefTors, without the givers being much the better for them. 

But how great foever the King’s revenue may be, he hath occafion enough lor it ; 
for befides the large lums w'hich he daily furniflios lor the delli uefion of Popo, and to 
fubjecl Offra, befides thefe, 1 fay, and the ncccfi'ary expences of his houfefiold, toge- 
ther with the rich offerings he is obliged to make to his idol-guds, he is daily obliged 
to keep four thoufand men, and to provide them with meat and drink ; and though 
fcf doth not efteem his fubjeds more than his flaves, yet when he employs them he is 
obliged tfT pay them dear enough. 

His prii'icipal great men cat with him daily, or at leafl in his prefence, for no'man 
is permitted to fee him cat, nor any woman befides his wives ; which feems to me 
formerly defigned to create an imagination in the fubjedts, that their Kings were fonie- 
what more than men, and w'ere to be refpe£led and adored as gods ; and that they did 
not, like othei; men, w'ant the common fupplics of eating and drinking, thftugh the 
King doth the laft befor6^,;every-body. 

Por the former rt^fop,'’ and one more which 1 fliall mention, no perfon is permitted 
to know the King’s lodging-place. I once very innocently afked his greatefl minion. 
Carter, where the King lay at night ; but he anfwered this queftion with another, 
which was, “ "Where doth God lodge ? Juft as much is it pollible for us to know the 
King's bed-chamber.” 
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This, I am apt to think, is done to preferve a deep relpedl amongft the people ; and 
that upon a fudden onfet of the enemies, they Should not immediately find the King, 
but that he may get time enough to fave himfelf by flight. 

Befides the above-mentioned expences, the King’s charge is very much augmihted 
by his continual prefents to the Europeans ; which, if he likes them and they receive 
them thankfully, are confiderable. 

Their tables are daily furnilhed by him with flieep, hogs, fowl, beef, or what elfe 
can be gotten, together with bread, fruit, beer, and what thereto appertains, and all 
this in larger quantities thaSi their people really want. 

The Flollanders were in my time extraordinarily well treated here, for the Kirj pro- 
vided them better than all other nations, and frequently fent them a double portion j 
but fince the captains of fliips have managed the trade here, I am informed our nation 
is treated by the King with very fmall diftinftion ; for which thefe mailers of fhips are 
folely to blame ; for they, being utterly ignorant of the manners of the people, do not 
know how to treat them with that decency which they require ; and the natives here 
being very judicious, have doubtlefs Icffcned their former efteem for them : upon 
which ground I dare prophetically aver, that they will certainly ruin the flave-trade* 
here, and fo manage it that every body lhall be obliged to pay dearer for Haves than 
ufually. But having touched on this fubjeft in the feventh letter, I ihall quit it at 
prefent ; as alfo that I may not anger the failors, who fancy they underftand the flave- 
trade as well as we oqrfelves ; but fince I have fo often mentioned that commerce, I 
fliall deferibe how it is managed by our factors here. 

The firll bufinefs of one of our faftors when he comes to Fida, is to fatisfy the 
cufloms of the King and the great men, which amount to about one hundred pounds 
in Guinea value, as the goods mull yield there. After which w'e have free licence to 
trade, which is publiflied throughout the w'hole land by the crier. 

But yet before w'e can deal with any perfon, we are obliged to buy the King’s whole 
(lock or Haves at a kt price ; which is commonly one-third or one-fourth higher than 
ordinary : after which we obtain free leave to deal with all his fubjeds of w-^hat rank 
foever. But if there happen to be no flock of Haves, the fador mufl then refolve to 
run the rilk of trufting the inhabitants with goods to the value of one or two hundred 
Haves ; which commodities they fend into the in-land country, in order to buy with 
them Haves at all markets, and that fometimes two hundred miles deep in the country ; 
for you ought to be informed that markets of men are here kept in the fame manner as 
thofe of hearts with us. 

Not a few in our country fondly imagine that parents here fell thei” children, men 
their wives, and one brother the other ; but thofe who think fo deceive tbsmfelves ; 
for this never happens on any other account than that of neceflity, or fome great crime : 
but moft of the Haves that arc offered to us are prifoners of war, w'hich are fold by the 
vidors as their booty. 

When thefe Haves come to Fida, they are put in prifon ail together, and when we 
treat concerning buying them, they are all brought out tygtther in a large plain; 
where, by our chirurgeons, whofe province it is, they are thoroughly examined, even 
to the fraalleft member, and that naked too, both men and without the leaft 

dirtindion or moderty. Thofe which are approved as good are fei on one fide ; and 
the lame or faulty are fet by as invalids, which are here called Mackrons. Thefe are 
fuch as are above five and thirty years old, or are maimed in the arms, legs, hands, 
dr feet, have loft a tooth, are grey-haired, or have films over their eyes ; as well as 
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all thofe which are alTeded with any venereal* diftemper, or with feveral other 
difeafes. 

The invalids and the maimed being thrown out, as I have told you, the remainder 
are |||imbercd, and it is entered who delivered them. In the mean-while a burning 
iron, with the arms or name of the Companies, lies in the fire ; with which ours are 
marked on the breaft. This is done that we may diflinguifli them from the flaves of 
the Englifli, French, or others, (which arc alfo marked with their mark) and to pre- 
vent tlie Negroes exchanging them for worfe ; at which they have a good hand. 

I doubt not but this trade feems very barbarous to you,^ but fince it is followed by 
mere neceffity, it mull go on ; but we yet take all poliible care that they are not burned 
too hard, efpecially the women, who arc more tender than the men. 

We are feldom long detained in the buying of thefe Haves, becaufe their price is 
cflablilhed, the women being one-fburth or fifth pari cheaper than the men. I'he dif- 
putes w'hich we generally have with the owners of thefe Haves arc, that we w'ill not 
give them fuch goods as they alk for them, efpecially the Boefies (as I have told you, 
the money of this country), of which they arc very fond, though we generally make 
.a divifion on this head in order to make one fort of goods help ofl' another, bccaufe 
thofe flaves which are paid for in Boefies coft the Company one half more than thofe 
bought with other goods. The price of a Have is commonly 

When we have agreed with the owners of the flaves, they are returned to their pri- 
fon ; where, from that time forwards, they are kept at our charge, colling us two-pence 
a-day a Have, which ferves to fubfill them, like our criminals, on bread and w'ater : fo 
that to fave charges, we fend them on board our fliips with the very firll opportunity j 
before which their mailers llrip them of all they have on their backs, fo that they 
come aboard llark-naked as well women as men : in which condition they are obliged 
to continue, if the mailer of the fliip is not fo charitable (which he commonly is) as to 
bellow fomething on them to cover their nakednefs. 

You would really wonder to fee how thefe flaves live on board ; for though their 
number fometimes amounts to fix or feven hundred, yet, by the careful management 
of our mailers of lltips, they arc fo regulated that it feems incredible : and in this 
particular our nation exceeds all other Europeans ; for as the French, Portuguefe, and 
Englilh llave-lhips are always foul and llinking, on the contrary ours are for the moH 
part clean and neat. 

The flaves are fed three times a day with indifl'ercntly good victuals, and much better 
than they cat in their own country. I'lieir lodging-place is divided into two parts ; one 
of which is appointed for the men, the other for the women ; each fex being kept 
a-part : here they lie as clofe together as is poliible for them to be crowded. 

We ar^ometimes fufliciently plagued with a parcel of flaves, which come from a far 
in-land country, who very innocently perfuade one another, that we buy them only to 
fatten and afterwards eat them as a delicacy. 

When we are fo unhappy as to be peltered with many of this fort, they refolve and 
agree together (and bring, over the roll to their party) to run away from the Ihip, kill 
the Europeans,, and fet tlfe veflel a-fl)ore ; by which means they defign to free them- 
felves from being our foool*. I have twice met with this misfortune ; and the firll time 
proved very unlucky to me, I not in the lealt fufpedling it ; but the uproar was timely 
qualhed by the mailer of the Ihip and myfclf, by caufing the abettor to be lliot through 
the head, after which all was quiet. But the fecond time it fell heavier on another 
Ihip, and that chiefly by the carelelfnefs of the mailer, who, having filhed up the 
-•mchor of a departed Englilh Ihip, had laid it in the hold where the male flaves werp. 
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lodged ; who, unknown to any of the flu'p’s crew, poflefled themfelves of a hammer ; 
with which, in a fliort time, they broke all their fetters in pieces upon the anchor : 
after this they came above-deck and fell upon our men ; feme of W'ho'm they grievoufly 
wounded, and would certainly have maltercd the fhip, if a French and Engliih*fliip 
had not very fortunately happened to lie by us ; who, perceiving by our firing a dif- 
trefs-gun, that fomething was in difordor on board, immediately came to our afiiib 
ance with chalops and men, :md drove the Haves under deck : notwithitanding which, 
before all was appeafed, about twenty of them were liilled. d'he Portuguefe have 
been more unlucky in this ’'particular than we; for in our years time they loft four 
Ihips in this manner. 

Thus believing I have funiciently digrefted concern.ing the flave-trade, f n.aft return 
to my fubjedf, which was the King of IfiJa. Who, 1 am obliged to tell you, is feared 
and reverenced by his fubjeds as a demi-god. None of his lubjeds, of what degree 
foever, as you have been already told, appears in his prefence otherwife than kneeling 
or proftratc on his belly ; when they go to falute him in the morning, they proftrate 
themfelves before the door of his hoiife, kiis the earth three times fuccefiively, and, 
clapping their hands, w-hHper fome words tending to the adoration of the King. 
'J'his done, they crawl in on all four, where they repeat the fame reverence. His 
prefcncc is fo awful to them, that with a fingle word he makes them to tremble ; but 
as foon as his back is turneil, tliey immediately forget their fear, not much regarding his 
commands, and ahvays knowing how to appeafe and delude him with a lie or'tw'o. 

The King is very magnificently cloathcd in filk, or gold and filver ftuffs; but4ie 
is more cfpecially drell'ed better tium ordinary v/hen he goes to vifit any of the Euro- 
peans ; w'liich he can eafily do unleen of any, ail their dwellings being built round his 
court, if it may be fo called. 

Our lodging here, w hich the King raufed to be built for me, is very large, con- 
taining three warclioufes anti I'even cha.u.oers, befides a beautiful court within adorned 
on each fide with a co .ereJ gallery. But the lodgings of the reft of the Europeans are 
very mean and inconvenient. 

The King’s children, befides the fmall ones yet kept within doors, are four, viz. 
three fens and one daughtei ; all wdiich are very haiullome, efpccially the cldeft, who 
is the moil beautiful Negro 1 ever yet fav. in my life, but it is pity fo agreeable a body 
Ihould be inhabited by i’uclt a villanous foul. Purfuant to his birth-right he is heir- 
apparent to the crow’ll, but he is of fuch a fraudulent and perverfe nature, that it is to 
be hoped he will not fuccecii ; but if he doth, the land will fulFer very much. He 
hath his emifi'aries in all quarters, to fteal from the Europeans as w'cll as Blacks ; and 
what is yet more, he doth not cxcufe even the King his fat'icr. He is c.xacP.jt of the 
fame nature with the owls, which take their fiighr oidy Iiy night; for lie never goes 
out of his houfe till the evening, when I have fevera! times had the honour to be vifited 


!)y him. One rcaliin w Iiy he doth not go abroad in the day-time, is owing to his 
haughty temper, wdiich will not allow him to Hicw himfell to the commonalty ; and 
the other is feveral tinu-s to avoid the iiecclfity (d* appearing in Iiic father’s prefence. 

The King’s fecond fon is very like liis father, to w’hom f^ie is not inferior in all 
manner of civility, wherefore the great men make their cou^t roXhii; and for this 


real'on 1 doubt not, but after the King’s dcceafe, this realm will be engaged in a civil 
war, for the grcatefl number will endeavour to place the youiigeft fon on the throne ; 
which the cldeft, aflliled with foreign and domeftic force, will as vigoroufly oppofe. And 
ify at that time, the Europeans happen to be able, they will aft very prudently in 
elpoufijig the party of the youngeft brother, as they did in the cafe of the prefent 
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Kingv '\irho, though the younger brother, yet by reafon of his natural goodnefs, was 
fixed by fofce on the throne by the Dutch, French, and Portuguefe, his elder brother ^ 
being, by their means, driven out and banilhed the country, which is the principal 
reafon that he at prefent is fo fenfibly inclined to favour the Europeans. 

I cannot here omit the pernicious cuftom of this nation on occafion of the King's 
death, which is no fooner publicly known than every perfon falls a Healing, to as great 
a value of his neighbour’s goods as he can pollibly come at, and that openly in the 
face of the whole world, without being liable to any punifhment, as though the death 
of the King put an end to all manner of reafon and juftice., This robbery is continued 
till a new King is confirmed in the throne, who, by public proclamation, forbids it, and 
he is immediately therein ftridlly obeyed. And if the chief commanders cannot agree 
in the eftablilhment of a new King, they, notwithftanding, to prevent the continuance 
of this diforder, tell the people that they have chofen a new King, and in his name 
publilh the before-mentioned proclamation. 

The choofing or confirming of a new King feldom continues long in difpute ; for 
the eldeft fon no fooner hears of the King’s death, than he immediately makes his 
intereft amongft his friends, to take pofleffion of the late King’s court and wives ; and 
fucceeding happily in thefe particulars, he need not doubt the remainder, for the com- 
monalty will not eafily confent that after that he (hall be driven from the throne : this 
feems fomewhat like Abfalom’s defign on his father David. To accomplifii this defign, 
the younger brother’s party are always careful enough that he is near at hand, in order 
to take pofleffion of the court. 

You cannot but remember that I have informed you of the multiplicity of the King’s 
vidves, who are fometimes made ufe of by him as executioners of the fentences he 
pronounces againfl offenders ; which is only done by fending three or four hundred of 
them to the habitation of the malefaftor, to ftrip his houfe, and lay it level with the 

g round ; for all perfons being forbidden, on pain of death, to touch the King’s wives, 
ley are enabled to execute his commands without the leaft interruption. 

Juft before my arrival at Fida, there happened fomewhat fo pleafant, that I cannot 
help imparting it to you : a Negro of my acquaintance, and who in procefs of time 
did me very confiderable fervices, being before-hand advertifed that he was accufed of 
a certain crime to the King, and that orders were iflued out accordingly to plunder 
and demoUfli his houfe ; his time being too ftiort to clear himfelf to the King, and 
being innocent, he refolved, inftcad of flying from his houfe, according to cuftom, to 
remain at home and expeft the King’s wives, who foon after came, and, contrary to 
their expe<ftation, found him at home ; upon which they commanded him immediately 
to retire, and not interrupt the execution of their orders j but inftead of obeying them, 
he had ^ced a heap of two thoufand weight of gun-powder juft by him, with which 
he, with terrible imprecations, threatened to fire and blow up himfelf, with them, in 
the air, if they came nearer him. They were fo hr from liking this, that, difmally 
affrighted at his threats, they made the beft of their way back to the King, to acquaint 
him with their ill-fuccefs ; but they were not fo expeditious but that the Negro was 
too quick for them, and ^fo handfomely acquitted himfelf to the King, and brought 
fuch clear proofs of hisl innocence, that his fovereign declared him innocent ; and 
thus, by a dextrous management and prefence of mind, he freed himfelf from immi- 
nent danger. 

But enough on this fubjeft, which I might eafily have paffed over in filence : it is 
BOW time to come to my promifed fubjeft, the religion of the Fidafians. 
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I have already intormed you, that the greateft crimes committed at Fida are g^eral^ 
compenfated by money; and what followeth, will convince you that their rdigico 
feems only founded on the fame principle, intereft. 

Their religion is fuperftitious, to a greater degree than any I ever yet heard of in 
the world ; for allowing the ancient heathens to value themfelves on thirty thoufend 
deities, I dare yet aver, that thofe of Fida may juftly lay claim to four times that 
number. 

I once alked a Negro, with whom I could talk very freely, and whom I had alfo a 
good opinion of (being tt|e fame who had the adventure with the King’s wives already 
related), I alked hint; i fiy, how they celebrated thi r divine worlhip, and what num- 
ber of gods they had ; he, laughing, anfwered, that I had puzzled him ; a-’^. alTured 
me that nobody in the whole country could give me an exaft account of it j “ For, as 
for my own part,” continued he, “ I have a very large number of gods, and doubt 
not but others have as many.” And I telling him that only three gods were owned 
to me by the inhabitants, and defiring him withal to give me fome account of the reft, 
he obliged me with the following anfwer, that the number of their gods was endlefs 
and innumerable : “ For,” faid he, “ any of us being refolved to undertake any thing 
of importance, we firft of all fearch out a god to profper our defigned undertaking ; 
and going out of doors with this defign, take the firft creature that prefents itfelf to 
our eyes, whether dog, cat, or the moft contemptible animal in the world, for our 
god : or perhaps, inftead of that, any inanimate that falls in our way, whether a ftone, 
a piece of wood, or any thing elfe of the fame nature. This new-chofen god is im- 
mediately prefented with an offering, which is accompanied with a folemn vow; that 
if he pleafeth to profper our undertakings, for the future we will always worlhip and 
efteem him as a god. If our defign prove fuccefsful, we have difeovered a new and 
affifting god, which is daily prefented with frelh offerings ; but if the contrary happen, 
th» new god is rejefted as an ufeh"**' tool, and confequently returns to his primitive 
eftatc.” He went on in thefe following words, ‘‘ We make and break our gods daily, 
and confequently ar<> the mafters and inventers of what we facrifice to.” 

This divine fervice is not new' in the world, nor were the firft men ftrangers to it. 
But how thefe notions reached Fida, is what I dare not prefume to determine. So far 
the Negro. 

1 was very well pleafed to hear this Negro talk in this manner concerning his country ' 
gods ; but having converfed with him for lotae time, I obferved that he ridiculed his 
own country gods, for having in his youth lived amongft the French, whofe language 
he perfectly underftood and fpoke, he had amongft them imbibed the principles of the 
Chriftian religion, and fomewhat towards a juft notion of the true God, and how he is 
to be worlhipped ; to whom, and not to his country gods, he aferibed tlK* creation of 
all things ; wherefore he no farther concerned himl’elf w ith the gods of his country, 
than as engaged to it for quietnefs-fake, or to make his friends ealy, to w'hom he durft 
not reveal his opinion, fearing (what would certainly have happened) the falling into 
fome dangerous circumftances ; for, as llrong as his faith was, it was not arrived to 
that pitch as to oblige him to fuffer lofs of goods on th/at account ; fo that we may 
juftly cry out, “ O ! how weak was his faith !” v 

It is certain that his countrymen have a faint idea of t!.e trtfe god, and afcribe to 
him the attributes of Almighty and Omniprefent ; they believe he created the univerfe, 
and therefore vaftly prefer him before their idol-gods ; but yet they do not pray to him, 
jr oft'er any facrifices to him ; for which they give the folloydng rea;fons : God, fay 
hey, is too high exalted above us, and too great to condefeend fo much as to trouble 
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I'liiinfelf, or think of mankind ; wherefore he commits the government of the world 
' to their idols : to whom, as the fecond, third, and fourth perfons, difbnt in degree 
from Godj and our appointed lawful governors, we are obliged to apply ourfelves ; 
and in firm belief of this opinion they quietly continue. 

Their principal gods, w'hich are owned for fuch throughout the whole country, are 
of three forts : firlt, a certain fort of fnakes, who poflefs the chief rank among!! their 
gods. How would our countryman, Becker, author of The World Bewitched, divert 
himfclf with the contrary opinions of the fons of Adam ! For as we take the ferpent 
far the fatal deftroyer of the human-race, fo thefe of Fida, op the contrary, citeeni him 
their fupreme blifs and general good. But this by way of paronthefis only. 

Their fecond-rate gods are foine lofty high trees, in the formation of which dame 
Nature fcems to have expreifed her grcatefl: art. 

The third and meaneft god, or younger brother to the other, is the lea. Thefe three- 
mentioned are the public deities, which are worfhipped and prayed to throughout the 
whole country ; and each of thefe, according to their ridiculous perfuaiion, hath its 
particular province, like the officers of a King or Prince ; with this difl'erence only, 
that the fea and trees arc not permitted to intermeddle with what is entrulled u» 
the fnake ; which, on the contrary, hath an influencing power over both the other, 
in order to correct them when they prove idle or lazy. 

They invoke the fnake in cxccflively wet, dry, or barren feafons ; on all occalions 
relating to their government and the prefervation of their cattle ; or rather, in one 
word, in all necellitics and difficulties, in which they do not apply to their new batch 
of gods ; and for this reafon very great ofl'erings are made to it, efpecially from the 
King, who, on feveral occafions, by mitigation of tlie priells, and the great men, liis 
creatures and the priefls’ tools, fend very rich oflferings to the fnakc-houfe. But 1 am 
of opinion, that thefe roguifli priefls fweep all the mentioned olierings to themlelves, 
and doubtlefs make themfelves very merry with them. 

Thefe offerings arc commonly compofed of money, fomc pieces of flik or flun, an 
forts of EV'opean and African commodities, all forts of cattle, :'n(t^frnod eatables and 
vdtjnks j all which are fo frequently exadled from the Kiqv that he fometiines grows 
tircd*‘..^nd refufeth them. I’his I had once an opportnuy of obferving ; for finding 
him very v.rnuch enraged, I made no fcruple to afk.hii, “ What had fo mucli dirplcafed 
him ?” He very"; freely told him, “ I’hat tUt year he had lent much larger ofl'erings 
to the fnake-houfe tnkan ufual, in oatlr to obtain a good crop ; and that one of liis 
viceroys (whom he fheweU me) had defired him afrolh, in the name of the priefls, 
who threatened a barren year, to fend yet more.” To which he anfwercd, “ That he 
did not intend to make any farther oflerings this year ; and if the fnake would not 
bellow a plflitiful harvefl on them, he might let it alone ■, for (faiJ he) 1 cannot be 
more damaged thereby, thegreatefl part of my corn being already rotten in tlje licld.” 

I, fmiling, obferved, that the King would have added another prefent, if he could liavc 
hoped for any advantage by it ; but to make ofl'erings barely for another’s intcrell, he 
was not very fond of; wherefore the petitioner was obliged to depart, without ob- 
taining his end, vvhich wentylown but /Jidifl'erently with him and the priefls, who had 
promifed themfelves anothem'ort of fuccefs. 

'fhe fnake-houfe. Which/ have fo frequently mentioned, is fituatcd about two miles 
from the King’s village, and built under a very beautiful lofty tree ; “ In which (fay 
they) the chief and largeft of all the fnrikcs refides.” lie is a fort of grandfather to 
all the refl ; is rcprcfenicd as thick as a man, and of an umneafuBable length. He 
liiufl: alfo be very old, for they report that they found him a great number of years ,, 
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pad ; 'when, by reafon of the wickednefs of the men, he left another country to come 
to them, at which, being over-joyed, they welcomed their new-come god with all ex- 
.pi-cffible figns of reverence and high veneration, and carried him upon a filken carpet 
to the fnake-houfe, where he is at prefent. 

This rogulih fnake probably had the fame freaks in his tail, which the old heathen 
gods were alleged with when they ran away from one country to another ; wherefore 
they were fometimes obliged to bind their god-heads fafl: ; of which thofe poor wretches 
w'ho loft the fnake were not aware, otherwife they might have flopped his journey. 
But wherefore do I fpend rhy time in making refiedio'.., fince I have more important 
fubjeds to handle. 

The Kings of Fida were formerly accuftomed to annual pilgrimages to .he fnake- 
houfe, which w'as celebrated with great magnificence, and concluded with yet greater 
prefents : for the King not only made very rich offerings, but alfo beftowed very large 
prefenls on the great men that accompanied him ; fo that this pilgrimage commonly 
coft him feveral thoufands. But the prefent King hath broken oft' this cultom, which is 
accordingly grown in difufe for feveral years paft. In his lall tour which he made to 
the fnake-houfe, he was (as I am informed) accompanied by Monficur Ducas, a 
I'Veiich captain, who w'as ridiculous enough, to the fcandal of all Europeans, to drefs 
himfelf in tigers’ fkins and other fort of trifles, and lead the King in this equipage to 
the fnake-houfe. If this adion is true of him, it is worfe than that of Naamaa the 
Syrian, who, hardly converted, alked leave to fupport his mafter in the houfe of Rim- 
mon. But this is a digreffton very wide from our purpofe. 

1 he King then, as 1 have told you, doth not make this pilgrimage in perfon, but 
orders it to be done by fome of his w'ives, which does not prove near fo expenfive j and 
this 1 believe is the only reafon why he leaves it oft'. 

But as the fnake fendee proves very expenfive to the King, fo the revenue which 
he d«^’S from thence is not inconfidciuole. Annually from the time when the Maize 
or fmall Milhio is fc-.ved, till it grow's up to man’s height, the King and prieft’s plough 
turns to a very great account to them ; for the people here, wdiich do not fee much 
farther than their nofes, imagine that during this wliole feafon the fnake or fnakes 
make it their bufmefs every evening and night to feize all the beautiful young women 
which plcafe them, and to make them diftrafted ; wherefore their parents or relations 
arc neceftitated to caufe thefe girls to be brought to a particular houfe, built for that 
purpofe, where they are obliged to ftay feveral months, as it 'is given out, to cure them 
of their madnefs ; during which time the relations are obliged to furnifli them with all 
manner cf ncceffaries, and that fo plentifully, that the priefts can alfo handl’omely fub- 
fift on it. , 

'J’hc appointed time of their confinement being over, and being cured of the dif- 
temper with which they were never afflifted, they obtain leave to come out ; before 
which they muff pay the charge of their cure and keeping, wJiich is adjufted in pro- 
portion to the circumflances of their relations ; and, one girl with another, amount to 
about five pounds : and the number of young girls thus impriioued riles to feveral thou- 
fands, each confiderable village having a particulaf houfe a).ipointed fbf that purpofe, 
and fome which are large being provided witli two or three. AR the money which 
this trade raifeth, is commonly thought and believed to be fox'. the priefts, in order to 
be made ufe of in their divine fervice. And though I doubt not but the ppefts have 
their fhare, I am yet certain, that the King is fo far from fuffering by it, tiiat he draws 
<;onfiderable fums from this cuftona, 
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The firft time that I came to Fida to trade, I was affured that as foon as a girl 
was touched by the fnake, ftie unavoidably run mad ; though it was but a fort of holy 
or religious madnefs, fuch as hath formerly been related of the Bacchantes, or thofe 
from whofe mouths the divine oracles proceeded. Yet I do not like thefe pious funs, 
for the perfons pretending to be affected with it, break and fpoil every thing which comes 
in their way ; and inftead of religious are guilty of all manner of diabolical aftions, 
which they never leave off till they are brought to the before-mentioned place. 

At firft, the people here ftrenuoufly endeavoured to perfuade me that a fnake was 
able to fetch a girl out of the houfe and carry her oft', thodgh the faid houfe was fhut 
up ; which I eafily agreed to, provided the girl was but ftored with proper inftruments 
to open the locks. 

I would not reft till I had examined how this cheat is managed, notwithftanding 
which I fhould never have difeovered it, if the before-mentioned Negro had not aflifted 
me, and obliged me with the following account of it, viz. That the priefts diligently 
obferve thofe young maids or women alfo which have never been aff'edled by the fnake. 
Thefe they firft attempt by promifes, or if they are not fuccefsful, oblige by threats to 
perform what they defire of them ; which is, that being in the ftreet, and feeing the 
coaft clear of people on all fides, they fet on crying and raving with all their ftrength, 
as though the fnake had faft hold of them, and commanded them to go to the fnakc- 
houfe. Before any perfon can come to their help, the fnake is vaniflied and the girl 
is mad ^ which necelTitates her relations to follow the fnake’s orders. 

When thefe females come out of their mad prifon, the prieft lays his moft rigid com- 
mands on them, not to difeover how they were feized by the fnake, but to ftick faft to 
the ftory that the fnake did it j and in order to clench thefe fevere prohibitions, and 
render them the more eff'eftual, thofe who reveal thofe fecrets of the facerdotal empire, 
are threatened to be immediately burned alive. And indeed the priefts are crud and 
potent enough to make good their threats, if they could find any women guilty, w 

This Negro related a pleafant adventure concerning this confinement, which happen- 
ed betwixt him and one of his wives ; who. By the inftigation of the priefts, one evening 
feigned herfelf diftraded, breaking (according to cuftom) every thing in pieces on 
which Ihe could lay her hands : but he very well knowing whence this diftemper pro- 
ceeded, gently took her by the hand, as though he defigned to carry her to the fnake- 
houfe, but carried her indeed to the place of refidence of the Brandenburghers, who 
were then at Fida in order to buy flaves, where he offered her to fale. But when flie 
faw that he w'as in earneft, immediately freed from her madnefs, flie fell upon her 
knees and alked his pardon, folemnly promifing at the fame time never to be guilty of 
the like «rime for the future ; upon which he let her go free : and by this means (he 
was delivered from her madnefs, and he freed from the exceflive charge of her cure. 
This was a very bold attempt, for if the priefts had been informed of it, he had been 
a dead man. 

During my refidence at Fida, the King caufed his daughter to be feized by the fnake. 
(The confequence will jufUfy my charging him with it.) He caufed her to be carried 
to the fnake-hoiife, and c/pnfined for lome time, though not fo long as is cuftomary j 
but on her account cll tly: other girls went out before their ufual time. 

On the day of her delivery, fte 'was brought out in a very fplendid manner, and 
carried, with all the other girls which followed her, to the King’s court j before which 
they were placed. She was naked except only a filk fcarf, vmich was paffed betwixt 
her legs, and richly adorned with Conte di Terra and Agrie, two forts of coral which 
I have already frequently mentioned. 
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Whilft flie was here, flie was guilty of all manner of extravagances, during the play- 
ing on fcveral mufical inftruments ; which fort of madnefs the Negroes told me yet 
remained on her, more efpecially by reafon of her being enlarged before the expiration 
of her due time. 

Whilft flie fat here, the moft confiderable people of the whole country crouded 
hither, each bringing his prefents, which they made to her ; and together amounted to 
a confiderable fum. Thefe gifts lafted three or four days fucceflively, becaufe it was 
impoflible for moft of the people to come near her the firft day ; fo that this young lady 
was treated in a quite diffeVent manner from her comr nions, who were all obliged to 
diftiurfe money for their delivery, whilft flie on the other fide was a very confi-^orable 
gainer thereby. 

And if there are any Negroes who are very fenfible that all this is nothing but a pure 
cheat, yet to curry favour with the King and priefts, and for their own fecurity, they 
pretend ignorance, and fulfer it to jiafs upon them for real truth ; which is indeed 
advifcable, for thofe who fliould oppofe it, would very much endanger thir lives. 

I was eye-witnefs to a dreadful inilance of this. The laft time I was at Fida, a Negro 
born on the Gold Coaft, who was called Captain Tom, lived at Fida j and by reafon 
of his good deportment and obliging nature, was promoted to the dignity of captain and 
interpreter to the Englilh. He being a ftrangcr to the religion of this country, had a 
wife of this nation, which fell mad and pretended to be leized by the ferpent ; but he, 
inftead of fending her to the fnake-houfe, clapped her in irons ; which fo enraged this 
flie-devil (different from the other in our former ftory), that Ihe privately accufed.her 
huiband to the priefts ; who, not willing to make any public attempts on him, becaufc 
he was a Gold Coaft Negro, who differed from them in religion, yet fecretly poifoned 
him in fuch a manner, that he did not quickly die, but immediately became fpeechlefs, 
and loft the ufe of all his limbs, which was worfe than dying. At my departure I left 
him^ this miferable condition, fo thu. I know not whether he was ever curfed or not. 
I'Vom which you i.iay obferve, that throughout the world, it is very dangerous to dif- 
obligc the ecclefiallics. 

This may fuffice concerning the frauds of the priefts on account of the fnake-worfliip. 

The reverence and refpecl which the Negroes preferve for the fnake is fo great, that 
if a Black Ihould barely touch one of them with a ftick, or any otherwife hurt him, he 
is a dead man, and certainly condemned to the flames. 

A long time part, when the Englilh firft began to trade here, there happened a very 
remarkable and tragical event. An Englifli captain being landed, fome of his men 
and part of his cargo, they found a fnake in their houfe, which they immediately killed 
witliout the lead fcruple, and not doubting but they had done a good work, ;hrew out 
the dead fnake at their door ; where being found by the Negroes in the morning, the 
Englilh, preventing the queftion who had done the faft, aferibed the honour to them- 
felvcs 5 which fo incenfed the natives, that they furioully fell on the Englifli, killed 
them all, and burned their houfe and goods. 

This llruck fuch a terror into that nation, that for a long time they refrained coming 
hither, and traded at other places; but at laft coming ’again, the Negroes were 
accuftomed to Ihow all Europeans that came thither fome fiiak^'^, defiring that they 
would not hurt them, by reafon they were their gods ; and th's ha.h prevented all fuch 
accidents ever fince : fo that at prefent few Europeans come hither wlio are not adver- 
tifed of this fnake-worlhip. If an European Ihould happen at this time Ui kill a fnake, 
.1 fliould very much doubt whether he would efcape better than the Englilh, except he 
-could poflibly fly to the King immediately, and fatisfy him that it happened by accident, 
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Mui uciign ; upon which, perhaps, he might atone his god-killing crime by a fine to 
the priefts, though I fliould not be very willing to run fuch a hazard ; for on fuch 
occafions, the rabble, inftigated by the priefts, gfow very outrageous j fo that it is 
fafeft carefully to avoid all things of this nature. 

In my time, an Aquamboean Negro took a fnake upon his ftick, becaufe he durft 
not venture to touch him with his hands, and carried it out of the houfe without hurt- 
ing it in the leaft ; which two or three Negroes feeing, fet up the fame cry that is ufual 
on account of fire, by which they can, in a final! time, raife the whole country, who 
flock to tile place armed with clubs, fwords, Alfagayes and other arras, who would 
have foon tlifpatched this poor Negro, if the King, acquainted with his innocence, had 
not timely refeued him from the impending danger, by fending fome of his great men 
to Ihelter him : fo this terapeft blew over without any damage. 

By thefe inftances we are deterred from meddling with the accurfed gods or devililh 
ferpents, notwithftanding that we are frequently niolefted by them : fmee in hot fun- 
ftiine weather (as if they were lovers of darknefs), they vifit us by five or fix together, 
creeping upon our chairs, benches, tables, and even our beds, and bearing us com- 
pany in fleep ; and if they get a good place under our beds, and our fervants out of 
lazinefs do not turn up our bedding, they fometimes continue there feven or eight days, 
where they have alfo call their young. 

But when wc are aware of thefe vermin, and do not defire to be troubled with them 
any longer, we need only call any of the natives, who gently carries his god out of 
doors ; but if they happen to be gotten to the joift, or any high place of the houfes 
(which are here but one ftory), without a ftrong influence over the Negroes, they arc 
not to be removed from thence ; wherefore we are frequently obliged to let them ftay 
there till they come out themfelves. 

A fnake once came over my table, on which 1 daily ufed to eat, where he continued 
fourteen days, and though whenever I rofe I could eafily touch him, yet I could not 
find any perfon that would venture to take him away. But I was very well paid for 
his flaying afterwards j for fome of the great men of Fida dining at my table one day, 
we happened to talk concerning the fnakes, and my eye glancing towards that which 
was over our heads, I told them, that fince that lhake had not eat any thing in four- 
teen days, he muft at laft certainly die with hunger, if he did not fpeedily remove his 
quarters. But one of my guefts anfwered me (and the reft confirmed what he faid), 
that though 1 was not aware of it, undoubtiAly the fnake knew how to come at his 
part out of the difhes : I fo well remembered this, that next day, coming to the King, 
I told him in prefence of the fame perfons, that one of his gods had made bold, though 
uninvitei^ to eat at my table for fourteen days ; wherefore it was but reafonable that I 
fhould be paid for his board, otherwife I fhould be obliged to difeharge this bold in- 
truder my houfe. The King, who was always diverted with fuch fort of difeourfe, 
told me, that I fhould let the fnake alone in his place, for he would take care to pro- 
vide for me as well as the fnake ; and indeed, not long after I got home, a very fine 
fat ox was brought me from the King, in order to fatisfy for what the fnal^ had eaten. 
At the fame rate, I wouldjwillingly have boarded all the gods of the land ; and I believe 
fhould not have loft much Tby the bargain. 

But what is beft of al|^ is, that thefe idolatrous fnakes do not do the leaft mifehief in 
the world to mankind } for if by chance in the dark one treads upon them, and they 
bite or fling him, it js not more prejudidal than the fling of the millepedes. Where- 
fore the Negroes would fain perfuade us, that it is good to be bitten or flung by thefe 
fnakes, upon the plea, that one is thereby fecured and protected from the fling o£ 
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afty poifonous fnake ; but here I am fomewhat dubious^ and fliould be loath to venture 
on the credit of their affertions, becaufe I have obferved, that the gods themfelves are 
not proof againft thefe venomous ferpents, much lefs can they proted us from their 
bite. We fometimes obferve pleafant battles betwixt the idol and venomous fnakes 
which are not wanting here ; and perhaps thefe combats arife from the venomous fnakes, 
finding that the others are fo reverenced and idolized, which they think the more 
unreafonable, becaufe they are armed with poifon, on occafion, which the others are 
utterly void of. 

You muft fuppofe thefe ratiocinations and arguments lo take place in ancient times, 
when beafts talked, of which thefe venomous ferpeiits retain only an irreconr liable 
enmity againft the other, and accordingly attack them whenever they meet them ; 
but herein they fall fliort of their defign, and that with a great deal of reafon ; for it 
would indeed feem very odd, that a god ihould be obliged to ftrike to fuch ill-favoured 
creatures as they are. But I can affure you that is not the reafon ; for the venomous 
ferpents being larger, and armed with ftronger weapons than the other, would, without 
any refpe£l to their godhead, foon be too hard for them, if they were not always affli£ted 
by a legion or two of their worfhippers, who puniih the infolence of the other, that 
prefumes to attack their deity, with certain death. 

The fpecies of thefe idol ferpents here, are ftreaked with white, yellow, and brown ; 
and the biggeft which I have feen here, is about a fathom long, and the thicknefs of 
1 man’s arm. 

Thefe gods are very great lovers of rats’ flelh, and I hare with pleafure frequently cb- 
ferved their rat-chace ; but when they have caught their prey, they have at leaft an hour’s 
work before they can get him into their bellies; for if you were to fee them, they are fo 
larrow-throated, that you would think it impollible for them to get a rat down ; but I 
lave obferved, that whilft they are engngred on their prey, their throat extends itfelf. 

If one of thefe fnakes happen to be under the tiling of a houfe, and a rat paffeth by 
lim, he cannot poflibiy catch him, not being able to difengage himfelf quick enough. 
This the rats feem to know ; for I have above one hundred times on an evening feen 
hem run by a fnake thus engaged, and even mock him, whilft he impatiently hifled, 
ind employed all his force to loofen himfelf, in order to come at them, but too late, 
for by that time they were all gone. 

If we are ever tired with the Natives of this country, and would fain be rid of them, 
we need only fpeak ill of the fnake, after which they immediately ftop their ears and 
run out of doors. But though this may be taken from an European that they like ; 
yet, if a Negro of another nation fhould prefume to do it, he would run no fmall 
rifque. 

In cafe a fire breaks out and one of thefe fnakes comes to be burnt, each perfon that 
hears it is fure to ftop his cars, and give money ; thereby giving to underftaiid, that it 
is one of the moft difmal and (hocking things that he can hear ; and this money is to 
reconcile him to the burnt god, of whom he hath been fo relefs. And they tother 
believe, that though the fnake is burnt, he will yet quickly return, to revenge himfelf 
on thofe who have been the occafion of his death. 

In the year 1697, my brother-faftor Mr. Nicholas Poll (who ii.en managed the 
flave-trade for our Company at Fida) had the diverfion of a very pleafant feene. A 
hog being bitten by a fnake, in revenge, or out of love to god’s flefli, fdzed and de- 
voured him in fight of the Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent him. 
Upon this the priefts all complained to the King ; but the hog could not defend him- 
fen, and had no advocate; and the priefts, unreafonable enough in their requeft, 
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begged of the King to publifh^ royal order, that all the hogs in his kingdom fhoulJ 
be forthwith killeil, and the fwiny race extirpated, without fo much as deliberating 
whether it was rcafonable to deftroy the innocent with the guilty. The King’s com- 
mand was publilhed all over the country. And in purfuance thereto, it was not a 
little diverting, to fee tlioufands of Blacks armed with fwords and clubs to execute the 
order ; while on the other fide no fmall number of thofe who were owners of the hogs 
were in like manner armed in their defence, urging their innocence, but all in vain. 
The daughter went on, and nothing was heard but the difmal found of Kill, kill, 
which coil many an honefl hog his life, that had lived with an unfpotteil cIiarad:er»to 
his dying day. And doubtlefs the whole race had been utterly extirpated, if tlie King 
(who is not naturally blood y-rhinded), perhaps moved to it by fome lovers of bacon, 
had not recalled his order by a counter one, importing, that they Ihould leave ofl 
killing the hogs, with the addition, that there was already enough of innocent blood 
fhed, and that their god ought to be appeafed with I’o rich a facrifice. You may judge, 
whether this was not very welcome news to th(' remainder of the hogs, when they 
faw themfeves freed from fuch a cruel perfecution. Wherefore they took particular 
care for the future, not to incur the fame penalty. 

Next time that I came to P’ida, I found by the dearnefs of thefc beads, that there 
had been a very great flaughter of them. Thefe forts of tyrannies arc frequent under 
defpotical governments, where the priefts are joint mailers. But not too fall, Icll 1 
ihould flip from bealts to men. 

.Hitherto I have been talking of the Fidafian chiefcfl god, or rather gods, by rcafon 
of their number *. but the other being of lei’s confequence will take up much lei's time. 
The trees, which are the fecond-rate gods of this country, as I have aln’ady informed 
you, are only prayed to, and prefented with olFerings, in time of ficknefs, more efpe- 
cially fevers, in order to rellore the patients to health. And this they believe to be as 
properly the tree’s bufinefs as thefnake’s: but, however, the fnake mull not be for- 
gotten ; for they imagine, and that truly enough, that if he does no good, he will at 
lead; do no harm. And hence I believe this nation would be eafily jircvailed upon 
with the Athenians to worlhip the unknown God, if they could hope for any benefit 
by it. Befides this, they have other imaginary remedies at hand to cure difeafes ; 
fuch are their facrificing to feveral junior or inferior deities ; as alfo the killing and 
eating part of a man, which was practiced two or three years pall, on account t)f tlu' 
King’s ficknefs ; befides which, they praftice feveral other extravagances, too tedious 
to be repeated. The fea comes in for the leall Ihure of divinity. When it rages and 
hinders our bringing our goods on Ihore, when no fhips have been there lor a long 
time, ^d they impatiently wait for them ; on thefc occafions, they make great oil'er- 
ings to it, by throwing into it all forts of goods. But the priells do not much encou- 
rage this fort of facrificing, by reafon there happens no remainder to be left for them. 
The former King of Great Ardra once caufed a great quantity of thefe oft'erings to be 
made to the fea ; and when he was informed by his fubjefts (for he mull not fee tlic 
fea himfelf j, that they all availed nothing, he grew very angry, and fell into as 
wild a fury aS Xerxes, who caufed 'the fea to be whipped, becaule he had been fo un- 
fortunate upon it. 

Having no more to jlay concerning thefe two deities, before I put an end to this letter, 
1 IhuU obferve to you, who are the performers of their divine fervice here. 

Their religious offices are here celebrated by men and women together, both which 
are held in fuch high veneration amongfl the Negroes, that they are not liable to capital 
punifhment for any crime whatfoever ; notwithllanding which, the prefent King, 'wkh 
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the confent of his grandees, ventured to break in u}Jin this^ cuftom, but not without 
great caufc, and a prefling neceflity ; for one of thefe villains was engaged with the 
King’s brother in a confpiracy againfl the kingdom and the life, for which that 

prince ordered both his brother and the priefl to be killed togi^er. 

The women which are promoted to the degree of pricftelfes^ though fome of them 
perhaps were but Haves before, are yet as much refpeded as the priefts, or rather 
more, infomuch that they pride themfelves with the diflinguifhing name of God’s 
children ; and as all other women are obliged to a flavifh fervice to their hufbands, 
l^efe on the contrary exert an abfolute fway over thi ii and their eflefts, living with 
them perfedly according to their arbitrary will anu pleafure ; befides which, their 
huflrands are obliged to fhew them fo much rcfpect, as they received froin tlieir wives 
before their becoming priefteffes, which is to {peak to, and ferve them upon their 
knees. For this reafon the mod fcnfible Negroes will neither many a priedefs, nor 
eafdy confent that any of their wives be raifeci to that honour. But if notwithdanding 
it happens, they mud not oppofe it ; for if they did, they would be called to a fevere 
account fur it, and looked upon as men who endeavoured to dop the common courfe 
of divine worlhip. 

To conclutle the fubjed of their religion, I mud add, that they have a fort of idea 
of hell, the devil, and the apparition of fpirits. And their notions concerning thefe 
are not very dill'erent from thole of Ibmc fiinple people amongd us. As for hell, they 
beltow on it a fixed place under the earth, where the wicked and damned are punillied 
with fire. 

l''or thefe three or four years lad pad, they have been very much confirmed iii this 
belief, h’or an old forccrefs, that came from fome odd corner, hath told them drange 
things concerning hell ; as, that die faw feveral of her acquaintance there, and parti- 
cularly the lad captain of the Blacks, predeceffor to the prefent Captain Carter, who 
was there niil'erably tormented. In 'Vort, file faw fo much of hell, that fhe was a fit 
inatcli to (lifpute '" ith Don Ouevedo, who had the bed intelligence there. But fhe 
mud be owned to have the advantage of him, becaufe flie jirelciidea to have been there 
in perl'on, whereas his jouriu y was but a vifion. 

Whild I was here, there was alfo an Augudine monk, which came from St.Thome, 
in order, if poUible, to convert the Blacks to Chridianity, but in vain. Polygamy is 
an obdacle which they cannot get over. As for all the other points, they might have 
got footing here, but the confinement to one wife is an infuperable difficulty. This 
pried invited the King to be prefent at mafs, which he alfo did. And when 1 faw him 
next, alking him how' he liked it, he faid very w’ell, and that it was very fine ; but 
that he chofe rather to keep to his Fetiche. This pried, in my company, being once in 
difeourfe with one of the King’s grandees, who was a witty man, faid in U menacing 
manner, “ I'liat if the Fidafians continued their old courfe of life without repentance, 
they would unavoidably go to hell, in order to burn with the devil to which the 
fharp Fidafian replied, “ Our fathers, grandfathers, to an endlefs number, lived as we 
do, and worfhipped the fame gods as we do; and ifvthey mud burn, therefore, 
patience, we are not better than our ancodors, '*nd Ihall chmfbrt ourfelves with them.” 
After this the pried left off, and perceiving that all his pains at Fida were like to be 
fruitlefs, he defired me to introduce him to the .King to tak ■ his*'(;ave of him, which I 
did fhortly after. 

If the Negroes could read and underdand our books, I Ihould believe that this cap- 
tain had read the Friezeland Chronicle, where a parallel adventure betwixt a bflhop and 
a Friezeland King is related. It is now time to conclude ; wherefore, &c. 
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LETTER XX. — h wbicl^j JirJi, of the Ftdaftan Quadrupeds ^ viz. Oxen, Cows, Hor/es, 
Sheep, Goats, and Hogi : fccondly, of their Fowls, which are only Turkeys, Ducks, 
and Chickens ; the Price of all the above-mentioned : next, concerning their three Sorts 
of Corn, and the Plenty of it ; mtwitlflanding which, Fida fometimes fuffers great 
Famines ; the remaining Fruits of the Earth are Potatoes, Jammes, or Beans, ^c. ; 
great Plenty of the ftrjl : of their Fruit Trees ; the Fertility of Fida, and Fitnefs for 
Plantations, and to produce Cotton, Indigo, and Sugar. — The Wars and Force of tl)% 
Fidqftans ; their Arms ; Great Ardra much snore potent than Fida ; War of Great 
Ardra with an in-land King ; the Occafton of this War, which dejiroyed half the 
Country of Ardra, and made a cruel Slaughter of its Inhabitants ; Jakin fubjeSl to 
Great Ardra . — OfOffra, or Little Ardra, where our Company formerly had a Lodge. — 
The Author’s Departure from Fida ; his Arrival at Rio dc Gabon. — Of the Gulf of 
Guinea, and its IJlands and Rivers, as Rio Formofa {^beautiful River), etherwife called 
Rio de Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones, Old and New Calbary ; the IJlands are Fe, nandi 
Po, El Principe (^Prince’s IJland), and Corifeo, divided into two, large and fn.all ; 
Rio de Gabon, a fine, wide, and very good River ; two IJlands in it ; vijited by fever al 
Europeans, atid wherefore they trade there ; few Inhabitants, which arc, notwiih- 
Jlanding, divided into three Claffes ; their Poverty and Pride ; their great Brandy- 
Drinkers, and awkward in Trade ; how the King gets his Livelihood ; they are all 
well-fhaped and clean-limbed Men ; their Occupation ; Barrennefs of the Land there- 
abduts ; the River very full of FiJh ; Defer iption of the Nord Kapers, of which here 
are great Quantities / on Land there are Abundance of Buffaloes, Elepbaais, and wild 
Swine ; hunting of them and an Elephant ; a Skeleton of an Elephant found ; Deferip- 
tion of the Btffaloes ; one of our Men killed by them ; how they arcjhot by the Negroes. — 
The Author’s Departure from Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvcz, where 
is a good Road, Watering-place, and Wood for Fuel ; the Trade here ; Plenty of FiJh ; 
Departure from Cape Lopez ; he falls upon, or below the IJland of St. Thome, which 
is deferibed ; as alfo Ilha Annaboa, whither the Author alfo came after two Days’ 
failing ; failing along the Equinoflial, and the Cold there ; Return to the upper Coajl, 
and to AJfinee ; the Dwelling-place of the Negro baptized in France, to whom the 
French King was Godfather, and called him Lewis Hannibal ; he paffed for King of 
AJfyria, but was indeed only a wretched Slave. — Sailing to the Gold Coq/l, where the 
Author’s Companion, or Ship which failed with him, took an Interloper. — Arrival 
at Elmina, with which the Voyage, this Letter, and the whole Defer iption of Guinea 
is concluded. 


Sir, 

SINCE my laft no veflels have arrived here from Europe, and confcquently I received 
no letter from you ; T lhall then at prefent in this, difpatch what I have left untouched 
concemmg Fida in the iormeR ; to which I lhall add a relation of a voyage that I made 
in 1 698, from Fida to Rio de Gabon* Cabo Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to 
Elmina, where it ended. 

Firft of all 1 am td fpeak of the cattle of the country of Fida ; of which, firft of 
the tame quadrupeds, as'oxen, cows, goats, fheep, and hogs, all which, in ihape, 
are not different from thofe of the Gold Coall, but are much better, more flelhy, and 
of a more agreeable tafte, by reafon they have here very fine meadows, and as good 
grafs as in Europe : nor are they dear here ; an ox or cow is to be bought for ten, a 
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good fheep for twp, a goat for one, and a hog for two rix-dollars. Nor are horfes 
wanting here, thojigh they do not much excel thofe which I mentioned in my defcrip- 
tion of the Gold < oall. When I was defigned to have toj^ my journey by land to 
Elmina, I was pr.>.'ided with five or fix, each of which coft me fomewhat lefs than 
four poilnds fterling, but they did me no manner of fervice, I being obliged to leave 
them behind me. 

Here, as weM as on the Gold Coaft, is no great variety of tame fowl, there being 
only turkeys, ducks, and chickens ; and of the two firft not many, but of the laft 
incredible plenty ; which, though iinall, are yet ver’ lat and good, the price being 
about fixpence each; the price ol our goods, reckoned for as money, the r ..re not 
above three-pence each. But if anybody would buy in provifion cheap, he mu/l 
bring two or three cafes of long pipes with him, for he may put off every pipe for the 
worth of two-pence, or fometimes four-pence ; fo that for three pipes one may hare 
the I'clt pullet that is to be bought. 

There ore liot very many large wild beafts about Fida ; but there are, farther in- 
land, elephants, buffaloes, tigers, and fevera! forts of deer in great abundance ; and 
there are alfo f ^me of the la!L fort at Fida ; but the country there being fo populous, 
and clofe inhabited, there are nca many. Here are alfo a fort of hares. But this whole 
country feents covered with wild fowl; here are geefe, ducks, fnipes, and twenty other 
fort of edible birds, all which are very good and very cheap. 

Wlien, ove> uigbt, we give a Negro orders to go a fhooting, we have, againft next 
day noon, without fail, one or two difhes of wild fowl, which we can pay for w'ith a 
dozen of p:pt\s and this is fu infallible, that we can at pleafure promife a good treat 
of wild fowl .lot yet caught. 

Here are fuch prodigious abundance of turtle-doves throughout the whole country, 
that my aflift.mt, who was a good markfman, would undertake to Ihoot one hundred 
in one day, betwixt fix and nine in the morning, and three and fix in the afternoon, 
wh’ch is barely fix Lours in all. 

Bcfidcs edible fowl, here are alfo a fufficient number of birds of prey, which may 
ferve for ornament, though not fuch great variety as on the Gold Coaft. The crown- 
bird comes from hence, as alfo another bird, whofe body is about as big as a chicken, 
his legs and neck Ihort, his eye and eyc-IIds hairy, like thofe of men, his bill Ihort and 
thick, his colour is black and blue intermixed, his legs and bill aie very ftrong, and 
therefore very fit for preying. , 

If I lliould fay any more of the feathered kind, I Ihould be obliged to repeat what 
1 have formerly faid, which I believe you are as little defirous of at myfelf ; fo that 
now I come to the produdl of the earth ; and firft of corn, of w'hich w'e are here pro- 
vided with three forts : the firft is the great Milhio, which is not fo large a grain as that 
on the Gold Coaft, but as good, notwathftanding which the Negroes do not make 
bread of it, but ufe it in the brewing of beer, for which reafon not much of it is 
fown. 

Small Milhio, or Maize, which is like that on the Gold Cpaft, is what chiefly ferves 
to employ this nation. It is fowed twice each ybar, though much more at one Hmp 
than the other. In the beft tilling time the land is fo thickly fown, iuat, us I have before 
hinted, fcarcelya foot-path is left unplanted, whence we may* uppole pr<idigious quan- 
tities are produced ; but notwirhftanding this, at the end of the year, they rather fall 
fiiort of what they want than have any overplus, which is partly occalioaed by their 
being fo very populous, and partly by thdr felling very large quantities to both the 
Popoes and the neighbouring countries. For which reafon one barren year occalions 
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an incredible famine here, and fometimes frec-men here have foldahcmfelves tor vic- 
tuals ; others fct their Haves free, perfedlly difcharging them of their flavery, bccaufe 
they could not keep them in vidluals. An Englith thip, which was here at that time, 
got his whole thip full of Haves, without parting with any other merchandize than 
viftuals, with which he very luckily had abundantly provided himfclf. When he had 
filled his thip full of Haves, he went to the Portuguefe iHands, where he afreth ftorcd 
himfelf with provifions for his goods. 

Here is alfo a third fort of Milhio, like the laft, which doth not grow on ftalks, but 
like oats in Holland. Its grain is reddith, and muft continue in the ground feven or 
eight months before it is full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the great Milhio, 
to brew withal, becaufe the Negroes firmly believe that it ftrengthens the beer. 

The Negro w'omcn are very well fiiilled in brewing good beer, one fort of which 
is fo ftrong, that it doth not give place to our ftrong beers in Holland ; and the price 
of this is much higher than the common fort, for inftead of three-pence a pottle lor 
the common fort, you are obliged to pay a rix-dollar for the fame quantity of this. 
All people here, the Haves not excepted, drink only beer, for water they will not 
drink, becaufe it is drawn out of wells twenty or thirty fathom deep, and but fix or 
eight foot wide, fo that no fun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold as ice, and 
confequently very unwholefome in this hot country ; for drinking it but few days only, 
brings an unavoidable fever ; and the good beer being too hot, an European cannot do 
better thati mix them in equal quantities, whereby he will have a pleal'ant and whole- 
fome drink. 

There is not one oven in this whole country, by reafon the Negroe% never ufe them, 
but always boil their bread. 

Potatoes are what they commonly eat, inftead of bread, with all forts of viftuals, 
and here is fuch abundant plenty of them, that I believe the whole Coaft doth not pro* 
duce a like number. 

Here are alfo Jammes, but neither in fuch plenty nor fo good as on the Gold Coaft, 
nor are they much efteemed here. 

Here are feveral forts of fmall beans in very great plenty, amongft which is one 
fpecies, of which our people make oil-cakes, which arc as light as ours in Holland, 
and thofe who are ufed to them like their tafte well enough : they are here called 
Acraes. Onions and ginger grow here, though in but fmall quantities, efpecially of the 
former. All the other fruits «f the earth which the Gold Coaft produceth, grow here 
alfo ; but I ftiall pafs them by, in order to come to the trees. Amongft which are, 
firft, citrons, lemons, oranges, Bakovens or Paquovens, bananas, piment, ;md in a 
word aU thofe which I have mentioned in the defeription of the Gold Coaft ; befides 
which, here are abundance of tamarind-trees, and fome fruit-trees, which are not only 
unknown, but their fruit is alfo fo mean that it is not worth detaining you with a de- 
feription of them. 

Here are great number^ of palm-trees the whole country over, but the wine is 
drawn off and drank by very few here j for they cultivate them only in order to draw 
oil from them." 

Nor are the pardon-trees wanting at Fida ; but the Negroes, preferring beer to wine, 
they are not much eftqymed, only their wood being very durable, they are felled tor 
building. 

Befides the before-mentioned, here are no fruits : it is indeed pity there fltould be 
no more in fuch a fertile land, peopled with induilrious inhalntants, fo that they want 
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only (eeds and plants ; for I dare aver, thSt not only all forts of African, but 

feveral EuropeanTruits, might be produced here. 

}> I tried here the fowing of cabbage, carrots, turnips, Spanifh raddilh, raddifhes, 
parfley, &c. and found they grew forward, and ripened as well as in Europe : fo that 
it is unhappy that this land, as well as the Gold Coaft, is not inhabited by fome Eu- 
ropeans ; for here might be planted the fineft falad gardens in the world. And 1 be- 
lieve this foil is as fit for plantations of fugar-canes and indigo, efpecially of the laft, as 
imy other part of the globe. 

Indigo is already very plentiful here, and befides, it doth not exceed that of Afia 
and America, it yet equals it : all the cloaths of the inhabitants are died wi'h 't, but 
being ignorant of the true way of ufmg it, they walte four times as much i.i the dying 
of a cloth as would really do it; and the indigo fpent in ’dying it, would yield more 
with us than their w hole cloth is worth. 

Having proceeded thus far in the defcription of Fida, its pleafant fituation, cattle, 
fruits, and the nature of their inhabitants, I lhall, by way of fuppleraent and conclu- 
fion, fay fomething of their wars and ammunition. 

As for the firlt, they may be thought perhaps very potent, fince tliey can eafily 
bring two hundred thoufand men into the field ; notwithllanding which, they are io 
weak and heartlefs, that they would not venture on five thoufand well-armed men, 
though but Negroes of the Gold Coalt, nor fcarcely ftand before them ; for which feveral 
reafons might be given ; as firll, they are fo Itrongly bent to trade and agriculture, 
that they never think of war. 

Secondly, they want able commanders ; for if they are forced into the field, they 
entrull the command of their whole army to a worthlefs perfon, never Handing for any 
proof of his courage. 

Thirdly, and cniefly, their common fear of death renders them fo incredibly cow- 
ardly, that molt of them fet to runnii>^ ijefore the enemy appears. 

As I have told y 'u, the command of the army is entrulied to an ordinary perlbn, 
whilll the captains and chief men out of fear ftay at home ; but if it happens that any 
of them is endowed with any portion of courage, and goes into the field, afiairs go 
Ibmewhat better ; but with the other general, by whom the inferiors will not be com- 
manded, they are very uufuccefsful : for thefe heroes no fooner perceive any thing 
coming againfl: them, but they expe^ fafety from their feet ; and being at leall as fond 
of life as the reft, it is commonly obferved that the general gets home before the fol- 
diers, if he be but moderately nimble, without troubling hinifclf, in general flights, 
what becomes of his army. 

But he is yet affured of one thing, which is, th^ his men will not flay long behind ; 
but for their own fecurity, certainly follow his example. Hence you may judge what 
heroes they are in attacking other countries ; but to fay truth, they iJiow fomewhat more 
courage in the defence of their own country, as long as is poftible ; confirming the old 
proverb, that every dog will bark inhis^wn kennel. 

This cowardice is not particular to the Fidafians, but thfc natives of Ardra are full 
as bad ; wherefore they never fight againft each other with their own forces, but hire 
the Gold Goall Negroes for that purpofe, of which the natives of ^'. quamboe are gene- 
rally firft at hand ; but if Goto and Popo were united, by reafpn of their nearer neigh- 
bourhood, they would be more proper. ‘ ' * 

The arms of the Fidafe and of all Ardra confift in a few mufquets, bows and arrows, 
fine and well made hangers, ftrong and beautiful Affaguays ; but the principal wea- 
pons, and on which they moft depend, are a fort of clubs, about a yard long, and rive 
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or fix inches thick, very round and even, except a knot at the bott( m, the breadth of 
a hand, and three fingers* thick. Every man is provided with five oFfix of thefe. 

Thefe clubs are made of very heavy wood, and they are fo dexterous in the throwing 
of them, that they can fling them feveral paces and hit their enemy, and wherever it 
fidls, it bruifes very much and breaks their limbs ; wherefore the Gold Coafi Negroes 
are almofl as much afraid of thefe devililh weapons as of a mufquet itfelf. 

Having informed you of the moft obfervable particulars of the country of Fida and 
Ardra, I might indeed hint fome things of lefs importance, as concerning the diflerences 
betwixt fida and Ardra ; but it not being worth while, entirely ftepping over it, I fiiall 
only give you the following account of Great Ardra. 

The King of Great Ardrg, with all his dependant countries, is twenty times as ftrong 
as he of Fida, and yet hath not the courage to make war againft him, though they live 
in perpetual enmity. 

Farther in>land are yet more potent kingdoms than this ; but I know nothing, or at 
moft but very little, of them ; except that while I was here, one of their ambafladors 
came to the King of Great Ardra, to advertife him from his matter, that feveral Ardra- 
fian Negroes had been with, and made complaints to him, and to advife him to take 
care that his viceroys treated thefe poor men more gently ; or elfe, much againft his 
will, he ftiould be obliged to come to their >alliftance, and take them into his proteftion. 

The King of Great Arda, inftead of making a proper ufe of this wholefomc advice, 
laughed at it ; and in further defpight to that King, murdered his ambaffador ; upon 
which he was fo violently as w'cll as juftly enraged, that with utmoft expedition he 
caufed an army (by the Fidafians augmented to the number of ten hundred thoufand 
men) to fall into their country ; and thefe being all horfed, and a warlike nation, in a 
fliort time mattered half the King of Ardra’s territories, and made fuch a flaughter 
amongft his fubjeds, that the numbpr of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
exprefled by faying they were like the grains of corn in the field. 

The Fidafians reported to me of the mentioned people, that it \vas cuftomary in their 
wars, to cut off all the privities of flaughtercd enemies, and carry them ofl' with them •, 
as alfo, that none durft prefume to take an enemy prifoner, that was not furnifhed with 
one hundred of thefe trophies. This looks very fabulous, infomuch that though it is 
confirmed to me by oaths, I do not affirm it for truth. But it is certain that the 
flaughter was prodigioufly great ; and that the general of this great army, contenting 
himfelf therewith, returned home, expecting to be very well received by his matter, 
but found himfelf miftaken ; for the King, as a reward of his heroic expedition, caufed 
him to be hanged on a tree j becaufe, according to his order, he did not bring the 
perfon the King of Great Ardu aBng with him ; on whom, and not his fubje^ls, he 
aimed his revenge. 

You may pleafe to obfcrve.what mifchiefs this prince brought on himfelf, and alfo 
that the law of nations is as well obferved among thefe heathens as us F.uropeans ; for 
this great monarch did not account himfelf fatisfied by the death of fo many thoufand 
men for the murder of his Ambaffador, but would rid the world of the particular occa- 
fion of it : which, whethci he afterwnrds did, I have not yet heard ; but I believe he 
will content himfelf with the blood already ftied. 

This nation ftrikes fuch a terror into all the circumjacent Negroes, that they can 
fcarctly hear them mentioned without trembling j and they tell a. thoufand ftrange 
things of them. 

Four miles eaftward of Fida, is the land of Jakin ; which I have already laid, is 
under Great Ardra j by whofe Phidalgo it is at prefent governed. 

a A little 
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A little lower, but farther in-land, lies the land of OfFra, called Little Ardra by the 
Europeans, whe# our company many years fince had a lodge and a faftor, and drove 
a confiderable trade ; but fince our fedor was killed, and the land laid wafte by the 
Popoeans, we have not been there ; and the country hath moftly lain wild and untilled ; 
in whjich ftate it will probably continue feveral years : for the Kings of Great Ardra and 
Fida are at ftrife for the maftery of it, each being defirous to appoint his viceroys, and 
yet neither of them dare begin. 

But to leave them difputing, and go aboard the fhip called Staden Land (city and 
country), in which I failed from Fida on the 14th of Auguft, 1698, fteering towards 
Rio de Gabon, where in eleven days we arrived, v thout meeting any thing remark- 
able in our paffage. We had a continual frclh gale, but were obliged moi -I; to bear 
up to the wind, otherwife we had reached perhaps in eight days. 

Before I come to fpeak of Rio de Gabon, I would fay fomething of the gulf of 
Guinea, by which name it is heft known to the Europeans. It extends from Ardra to 

Cape Lopez, in length miles. Betwixt thefe two extremities are feveral fine large 

rivers, by which means we keep trade alive here with our yatchs ; the commodity which 
we get there being elephants’ teeth, of wliich this country produces a great quantity. 

The trading-places are Rio Formofa (or beautiful river), otherwife called Rio de 
Benin, from the great kingdom of that name. Next is Rio de Elrei or King’s River, 
and Camarones, together with Old and New Calbary. Of the firft river I hope before 
long to be mafter of a defeription, which you are then to expert. 

In the gulf of Guinea lie alfo four iflands, called El Piincipe or Prince’s Ifland ; the 
ifle of Fernando Po ; and Corifeo divided into two, the Greater and Lefler. 

At Great Corifeo, our Company had fome years paft a fettled trading lodge ; but it 
lying too far diftant, and not turning to a very great account, wc left it, and have not 
been there fince. 

Corifeo are two very agreeable blands, and the land fo low, that at a dillance the 
multitudes of trees there, feemed planted in the water, and afforded a very pleafant 
profpc£t. 

The ifland of Fernando Po is inhabited by a favage and cruel fort of people, which 
he that deals with ought not to truil. I neither can nor will fay more of them. 

The Prince’s Ifland was, at the latter end of the fifteenth century, fubjeft to a con- 
fiderable merchant of Amfterdam i but by reafon of the diffenfion of our countrymen, 
and the treachery of the Portiiguefe (its firft mafters), we were obliged to quit it. And 
at prefent the Portuguefe Company have built a ftrong fort there, and indifferently well 
peopled the ifland, which is fertile and well fituated j or at leaft the Portuguefe till it fo 
well, that it yields them vaft quantities of provisions, which they fell to all Ihips for 
money, befides which they can alfo ftore their own Ihips very plentifiilly. ' , 

All forts of Ihips which have been to fetch flaves touch here, or at the other Porta* 
guefe iflands, in order to take in refrelhraents ; except onl) our Company’s veffelsi 
which avoid it (I believe) out of a groundlefs judoufy, that when our mafters of vefTels 
come to thefe iflands, they fliould drive a clandeftine trade to the prejudice of our com^ 
pany ; but in reality, at Annaboa, the chief of thefe iflesV nothing elfe is to be gotten 
but bare refrelhments, as well for our own people as the flaves ; and bf what affiftance 
and advantage this would be to our Company, I leave to thofe wiio have experienced it 
only, to determine. It is morally certain, that fo many of tb| flaves would not ficken 
and die, if they were fometimes furnilhed with refreflunents. But the dtreflors of Ae 
Company ve otherwife informed, on what grounds I know not : but ptthaps the r^on 

3 T 2 why 



bosaum’s guinea. 


508 

why our vefiels do not touch here, may be either unknown, or unfit to be known* by 
me ; and leaving it fo, I come to Rio de Gabon. 

This river is fituatcd fifteen miles from Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, or the utmofi: 
point of the gulf of Guinea ; and it is fo famous, that no nation which ever failed to 
this part of Africa, can be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine river, and above two 
miles over at the mouth. 

Having pafled three or four miles up this river, we come to two iflands, one of which 
takes its name from the King, and the other from the prince of this river ; two great 
lords. But they both are defolate and wild : for pure fear of each other, the King 
hath left one, and the prince the other ; each of them living at prefent upon a particular 
branch of the river, of which branches here are a great numbdr. 

For fonte miles this river is navigable with finall fliips, but I cannot exadtly tell you 
how "wide it is, or how far its courfe extends in-land. Several (hips (as 1 have jull told 
you) vifit this river, on account as well of the trade which is driven here, as of its 
convenient fitbation for the cleaning and refitting of veffels ; thofe that come hither on 
the laft account, tiniade their heavy baggage, as guns, anchors, water-barrels. See, 
on Prince’s Ifland ; and by help of a flowing tide, get their fhips as far on land as 
poflible, -that by means of the itrong ebb they may be on a fort of dry ground, and 
thereby obtain an opportunity of repairing them all round. But this is not very ad- 
vifable with great fhips, by reafon they may eafily get fome mifehief by lying dry ; 
and one of our cruizers that failed in company with me, would not run the hazard of 
it ; but chofe rather to fallen his fhip to ours, by which means he could come even at 
her keel to clean her, which was confequently better than to lay her dry. 

The trade of this river conlifts in elephants’ teeth, wax, and honey, and is fometimes 
indifferently quick, efpecially if no mips have been there lately ; which feldom hap- 
pens, for the Zealand interlopers vifit it the w'liole year round, in order to cleanfe 
their fhips and flore themfelves with water and wood, and trade withal as long as they 
are there : but their chief aim is cleaning their fhips and trading, for they can have 
water and wood as well at Cape Lopez as here. 

Any perfon that never was here before, mufl be amazed at the unevennefs of the 
bottom of this river in failing into it, for in one place we have ten, immediately fifteen, 
then live, and prefently twelve fathom water, as if the mouth of the river were filled 
up with rocks. The ebb is here fo ftrong, that even with a good wind it is fcarcely 
poflible to fail into the river, but w'e are obliged to wail till flood. I made a trial of 
this myfelf, but we were flopped in the mouth, and had enough to do to bear up 
againfl the ebb with full fail, lofing more ground than we gained, and could not get 
in before the flood. The inhabitants# of this river, though but a fmall number, are 
yet divided into three claffes ; one of which is with the King, the other with the prince, 
and the third trouble themfelves with neither, but live quietly. I’he two former are 
always warring againfl each other, but not in open field ; for which purpofe I do not 
believe them ftrong enough, but they fall on and rob one another by night, and at un- 
feafonable times, and retur^ home with either the booty or blows which they get. 
Thefe people are the moft Wretchedly^ poor and miferable that I think I ever faw j and 
befides, to augment their miferies, they are fo very proud, that they thereby ba:ome 
the more ridiculous efpecially if the reafon of their vanity be looked into, which is 
l^ely a Dutch name, there bang none of them that come on board of us that want 
epe, with which they immediately make us acquainted, imagining we value them the 
more on that account; and are very well pleafed with us for calling them by their 
borrowed name. 

Exceflive 
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Exceffive bran^y-drinkirtg feems the innate vice of all Negroes, but thefe are moflf 
accurate proficierfts, and really herein exceed all others that I have ever converfed 
with. They confume in this all they can come at. They will fend an indifferent large 
elephant’s tooth for this liquor, which they will drink out before they part ; nay, 
fonietimes before they fo much as go out of the Ihip. If one chance to get but a mouthful 
more than another, and they arc half drunk, they immediately fall on fighting, with- 
out any refpeft to the King, prince, or prielt, who, on fuch an occafion* lay about them 
brifkly with their lifts, that they may not be accufed of being idle fpe^ators. Thefe 
heroes are fo warm and vigorous at their work, that h its, perukes, coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboard. 

Perhaps you may be furprized that thefe poor wretches fhould wear ha'^s, perukes, 
&c. which they do in a very particular difmal manner. Formerly a great trade was 
driven here in old perukes by our failors. For thefe they got whatever they pleafed of 
thefe people, as wax, honey, parrots, monkeys, and all forts of refrefltments. But 
for thefe four years fo many merchants of thefe forts of goods, have been here, that the 
failor fwears the trade is utterly fpoiled ; and though his prime ftock cofts him nothing, 
yet it doth not at prefent turn to account. 

The belf quality in thefe people is, that as great lovers of brandy as they are, they 
yet are not very nice, for I have feen fome of our men give them brandy half lengthened 
out with water ; and for proof they told me, there was a little Spanifh foap clapped 
into it, and the fcum of the foap pafl'ed on them for the proof ; and they praifed this 
brandy as fo extraordinary good, that they would willingly have laid in a ftock of it. 

1 defigned when I came into this river, to have traded for fome ivory and wax for 
our Company ; and had brought feveral goods with me to that end, but found them 
fo very troublefome that I could not have patience to deal with them ; and there being 
another of the Company’s fhips here, which alfo had orders to trade, 1 left it wholly 
to them, being very glad that I was . cheaply rid of them. And thefe wretches ap- 
peared the worft? to me, becaufe 1 was ufed to deal with fuch civil Negroes at Fida for 
an hundred times more than the commerce of this place. For to iell one tooth, they 
would fontetimes haggle a whole day ; go five or fix times away and come again ; afk * 
and bid as if they were on a fifli-market, and come to no refolution. 

As great lovers of brandy as they are, they will not yet, when they firft come on 
board and are alked to drink, touch a drop before they have received a prefent. And 
if we Ihould happen to rtay too long before we give mem any thing, they will boldly 
afk if w'e imagine that they will drink for nothing ; it not being fulHcient to content 
this wretched crew that they drink up our liquor for nothing, but they inuft befides 
be hired to it, as though they thereby did us a very great honour } and he that intends 
to trade here, muft humour them herein, or he lhall not get one tooth on boat’d. Thus 
the merchant w'hich would trade here, ought to be very well armed with Job’s weapon^ 
without which nothing is to be done. 

After I had given over the trade, a ftrange troop of Negroes came on board me, to 
whom I preferred fome brandy, and would have caufed them to be carried to our 
other Ihip : but. thefe gentlenten would not drinl^ before I made them, a prefent, which 
I had no mind to do, wherefore they marched out of my cabin ; but underl^ding 
that I did not defign to trade, they all very humbly returned, Tb^gging what I before 
offered them ; but I told them I was not at leifure, and they wi(nt off without any thing. 

They are very ready to make us prefents at our firft arrival, but much readier to 
receive others in requital from us ; and when we happen to be tooflow^' they afk where 
is our counter-prefent, or they will take their own back again ; which, without making 
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much ado, they eafily do, if our prefents be not worth more than theirs. In fhort, 
thefe are men which no otherwife differ from beafls than in fhape. Their cloathing 
is like that of other Negroes, but very poor and wretched : for they deal with our men 
for all thar old.c6ats, fhirts, breeches, &c. and all other old deaths ; and when dreifed 
in them, think thcmfelves very fine. 

As to what farther relates to their manners, I fhall not fay much becaufe I am unac- 
quainted with them ; but if you take what hath been already faid for a fpecimen, you 
may eafily form an idea of the remainder. 

I do not believe they have much religion. I have obferved them to be very fuper- 
llitious, and that as well as others they have great numbers of idols ; but of what fort 
they are, or what they believe concerning them, I was not able to obferve in my fhort 
■flay here. 

That their government is not extraordinary, I obferved from the fmall refped they 
fhewed each other ; whence, without fear of herefy, I dare conclude, that every 
free perfon lives here for himfdf, without much troubling himfelf with King or 
prince ; and that thofe gentlemen have only the bare name of royalty, without the leaft 
Aadow of the thing itfelf. 

The prefent King, like an honeft man, in order to rub through the world, follows 
the trade of a fmith to get his bread ; not negleding other perquifites, the chiefeft of 
which is letting his wives at a reafonable price to the Europeans during their ftay there ; 
notwithflanding which he is, as all the reft are, a very poor man. 

They are moftly large, robuft, well fhaped men. They befmear their bodies with 
elephants and buffaloes’ fat, and a certain fort of red colour, which makes them (link 
abominably ; efpecially the women, which one can hardly come near without turning 
fick. And yet they venture to drive a public trade with their bodies, expofing their 
fevours to fale at a very cheap rate : and where they fear no danger, they will readily 
relieve the languifhing lover for a knife or a trifle of that value. But thofe who engage 
wdth thefe ladies mult be very fond of new faces, for if a man happen to be the leaft 
nice or fqueamifh, he will fuificiently wind them at twelve fcore yards, to deter him 
from any nearer approaches. But the cafe is different with a common failor, who is 
content with every diing that is but woman, 

I am apt to thmk that the moft part of the inhabitants depend chiefly on hunting 
and fifhery ; for I do not believe that they trouble therafelves with agriculture, nor did 
I fee any corn or Milhio during my ftay here ; but inftead of that I daily faw them eat 
immature Banacas roafted at the fire. They had alfo Jammes, potatoes, and fmall 
beans, but in no great plenty. 

The land doth not feem very fertile or fit to produce com or other fruits of the 
earth ; af leaft, what I have feen of it, which is from the mouth of the river to the 
Prince’s Ifland. But as for thofe fruits which grow on trees, thefe have great plenty 
of them ; wherefore I believe that their Banana is, befides what they eat with it, the 
ftaff of their life. This river is prodigioufly ftocked with all forts of good filh, and I 
affure you we purfued th^ very clofely, and catched fo many that we abundantly 
ftored ourfelves for our whole voyage, 

The Negro’s manner of fifhing here, is very diverting j for palling along the river- 
fide in a canoe, and perceiving a filh, they inftantly dart an Affaguay at him, which is 
fo certain a way, that by^means of their dexterity, it very feldom miffed. 

Before the mouth of Rio de Gabon, we daily obferved Ihoals of large unweildy filh, 
which we call Noord Kapers, or Northern Capers, though they look more like a fpe- 
des of whales, which, if they are not, it is certain they are not many removes from 
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them. Thefe fifli we guefled to be about forty foot long, but I believe I have feeoj 
fome longer. They came fo near our (hip, that we could eafily reach them with a 
long pole, fuppofing them to continue ftill. If we had a good flioal of thefe filh, and 
could brace thent to, and guide them before our fhips, as we do horfes to our waggons, 

I doubt not but we (bould always run a fwift courfe. 

But to leave this diverfion to Neptune, and return to our fubjeft. 

They fwini chiefly on the furface of the water, having a young one or two near 
them, who, fpringing up to the top of the water, in imitation of their dam, mount 
above water. They blow up the water with very great dolence, and put the fea in as 
great a ferment as a fliip under fail ; and in fpouting or water they would eafily outdo 
the beft water-works at Fontainbleau ; and it is not lefs diverting than rai ”, to fee a 
number of thefe fiflies together. 

The land about this river incredibly abounds with wild beads, efpecially elephants, 
buffaloes, and wild-boars. 

As foon as we had difpatched our affairs at Prince’s Ifland, and careened our ffiip, 
we failed down the river again, in order to anchor at the Sand Punt, i. e. Sand Point, 
or Zuidhoeck; i. e. South Nook ; and provide ourfelves with water, which is better 
there than at Cape Lopez. Being advanced about an F.nglilh mile from this place, 
we got fight of an elephant, which, taking the fame courfe with us, walked very gently 
along the river-fide to the before-mentioned place ; where, accompanied with mv cap- 
tain and fome of my fervants, we depped into a boat and landed together, and imme- 
diately fet upon the elephant ; but after having purfued him very hard for an hour, we 
could not overtake him, but loll fight of him in a wood. 

At the writing hereof I tremble to think what a rilk we ran, and what danger we 
were in ; for not. being above ten or twelve ftrong, and not half of us provided with 
good fire-arms, we fliould have attacked this elephant, if we could have come at him j 
fondly imagining to have fetched h'" down with two or three Ihots, which I have 
fince found was what two or three hundred men could fcarce do : thus we all had 
reafon to thank heaven that we did not overtake this beaft ; for if ve had, if not all, 
yet at lead fome of us, had been left dead on the fpot.. 

In our return we met five elephants together, who, looking on us, I fuppofe thought 
us not worth their anger, and therefore fuftcred us to pafs them without the lead dif- 
turbance ; and we owning ^hem dronger than we, wjre very well pleafed, and after 
pulling off our hats in grateful acknowledgement of their civility, went on our way. 

We lay three days dill before this place, during which time, having no other em- 
ployment, I went every morning on diore in order to fall upon fome of the wild beads, 
but not elephants ; which 1 had in a fort fufficiently forfworn fince our lad adventure. 
But the wild fwine afforded us the mod diverfion, and were what we chiefly intended 
to exercife ourfelves on : and accordingly the fecoiid day that we came on flioi e, we 
were fo fortunate as to meet a troop of above three hundred. We begun immediately - 
to hunt them with utmod fury, but having four legs to our two, they were too nimble 
for us, fo that they foon got out of our reach ; except only one, which we cut off from 
his companions, and fo befet him, that he feemed obliged toNpay dear for lagging, fince 
there was no other way of flying left him than intb a thicket, in which we purfued him 
fo clofe, that in a very (hort time he was likely to fall into our hands.. 

But he efcaped us in the following manner ; being come into.^the midd of the thicket, 
as though we had been in a well-built garden-houfe or bower, we found a Ikeleton of 
an elephant; and the furprize of this adventure detained us from the purfuit of the 
''wild, boar, in order to examine this Ikeleton nicely : which we found endre with the 
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tee^h affixed to his bead, which' I caufed to be taken out and weighed, their weight 
being feventy pounds ; I meafured his legs, and found the fore, three, and the hind, 
four foot } the head alfo four foot ; and the remainder of the body proportionable ^ 
whence you may conjecture how large he was when living and covered with flelh. 

The two firll days being paft in fruitlefs elephant and wild boar chace, we defigned 
to fpend the third in the latter fport ; but when we came on Ihore, we found that their 
place wa? taken up by about one hundred buffeloes ; not being difcouraged we run at 
them, and being come near a parcel of eighteen or twenty, we prefented them with half 
a dozen bullets, but I believe did not hurt one of them : they all Hood ftill, and feeraed 
to look very angrily on us, confulting, I fuppofe, whether they Ihould puuifli our info- 
lence or not, but fince none of them w;is wounded, it pafled in the negative, and we 
efcaped free. Thefe buffeloes were red, with rtraight horns extended backwards, about 
the lize of an ox ; as they ran they feemed lame behind, but that did not hinder .their 
being very fwift. 

The Negroes informed us, that when thefe beads are ffiot, and not mortally wounded, 
they fly at the men and kill them. We the caller believe this, becaufe about ten years 
paft, our men going a buffelo-hunting here, one of them being too forw ard, let fly at a 
bufielo, but was immediately feized, and had been killed by him, if one of his comrades 
had not come to hisalliftance ; who notwithftanding, firing at the bufl'elo, was fo unhappy 
as to mifs him and mortally wound his companion, and the buflelo loon trod out the 
fmall remainder of the fnuff of his life. This unhappy accident agreeing with the Ne- 
gro’s report, made us rejoice that we had met with fuch good-natured buffeloes; and 
imm*edia.tely refolvcd never for the future to attempt the elephant and bufl’elo chace, 
which refolution, in order to be remembered, was regiftered in iis proper place. 

The Negroes, to prevent fuch misfortunes, go more warily to work. 'I’hey firll 
obferve the place where the buffeloes refort in the evening, and place themlelves on a 
high tree, and as foon as the bufl'elo comes, they llioot at him from thence. If they kill 
him, and there is no danger below, they come down, and ailifted by fome of their 
companions, carry off' their game ; but if they have not hit the bufl’elo they lit ftill, and 
keep out of danger ; by which means they Ihoot feveral. 

The buffelo’s flelh here is very good, and by reafon of the meadow-ground about tin- 
Sant Punt, fat enough. 

This is all that I could pollibly obferve in my fixteen days ftay here. Our cruifer, after 
having taken in fome wood, came to us, and we failed together out of the river, and 
three days after anchored at Cape Lopez di Gonl’alvez ; which, as 1 have before in- 
formed you, is the uttermoft point of the gulf of Guinea, fituate in fome few minutes 
of fouth latitude, and Gabon is exactly under the equinoftial line. A little fouth of 
Cape Ld|)ez, begins the country of Angola, which ftretches feveral degrees fouthward. 
'Phis point or cape is as much or more vifited by Ihips than Gabon ; for moft of the 
Ihips jaden with Haves, come hither to ftore thcmfelves with water and wood, with both 
which it always abounds, and the inhabitants have always quantities of the latter ready 
cut, which they fell fo che^, that we commonly do not give above a bar of iron for a 
whole fathom of it ; and Water we have for fetching from a very convenient place near 
the fea-lide. We generally indeed pay for the liberty of fetching water, to the Kin^, 
or he who calls himfolf fo, three or four knives, and a bottle of malt fpirits ; but this is 
rather our civility than ^ny thing elfe, fince there is no Ihip fo fmall, as that it could not 
furniffi Itfelf with water and wood by force. But this would, in my opinion, be very 
unreafonable, fince the natives deferve fome reward for their trouble ; and it would alfo 
render it very inconvenient to other Ihips that came after us ; for the Negroes finding* 
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we did not pay them, would not be very fond of felling more wood, on which account 
it is far the better way to content them with a trifle. 

The trade here, as well as at Rio de Gabon, confifts in elephants’ teeth, wax and 
honey, with which it abounds ; but by reafon of the multitudes of (hips which daily 
' touch here, not much is to be expefled ; yet one of our yatchs this very year dealt for 
betwixt three and four thoufand weight of elephants’ teeth, as well as wax, and at other 
times for larger quantities. 

At Cape Lopez there are a few houfes, in which the inhabitants live as long as any 
fliips are there; but their proper dwelling-place is a li‘ le beyond this point, upon a 
river which is called Olibatie. The principal men, or grandees, diflinguilh thr'm 'elves 
by the names of king, prince and admiral, though, like thofe of Gabon, cliey a . e obliged 
to be contented with the name only ; and indeed the inhabitants of both places agree 
fo exajftly, that I do not believe the leaft diiference is obfervable betwixt their manner 
of living ; except only, that the latter are far more civil and converfable than the former. 

I do not think it necelTary to fay any more concerning this place, than that the fhips 
here meet with a good road, if they ar^ but fo cautious as to avoid fome fand-banks 
which are hereabouts, which yet are not dangerous in good weather, fmee they are 
pafl'able without damage at high-water, as we experienced. 

I have already told you, that the river Gabon is plentifully ftored with filli. Bur 
thivS place is enriched with prodigious flioals, that our cruifer one morning, calling his 
net, caught luch a vail quantity as would have fufficed ten fliips. 

After having palled three days at this Cape, we heaved in our anchor and fet failj 
deligning for the Ifle of Annaboa; but the ftrong tide, which at this time of the year winds 
in a ferpentine manner towards the north, carried us below St.Thome, an illand be- 
longing to the Portuguefe ; which affords me an opportunity to impart to you fome 
particulars concerning it, after having acquainted you, that though our fliips were cleaned, 
and in good failing condition, we yet v:r-s driven above half a degree northward ; but 
another of our Company's Ihips, which 1 had laden with Haves at Fida, and departed 
thence three weeks before me, came the third time to anchor with me at Cape Lopez, 
and told us, that he had been in one degree and a half fouth latitude ; but that the 
vehemence of the tide had (which is fcarcely credible) in one night driven him through 
the Line exaftly before Gabon. 

The Ille of St.Thome (and not of St.Thomas, as fc'me would have it, that being 
in America in the Danes’ poffeflion) was formerly in our hands, and we were obliged to 
quit it by the continual treachery of the Portuguefe, which fatigued our men, and by 
the gteat mortality which then afflided them, in which fo many of our countrymen died, 
that this illand in Europe wdht by the name of the Dutch Church-y.irJ. 

I'he Portuguefe, though more ufed to this fcorching air, prove at this very tiiivi-, that 
it is a very unwholfome country, great quantities of them dying, and very few living to 
a great age. 

'Fhe natural reafon of which, in my opinion,, feems to be, fir/l, the fcorghing heat, 
which continues here the whole year ; for one point of it being fituated juft under the 
Line, it is eafy to conceive, that the greateft part of the year muft be intolerably hot. 

Secondly, that this illand chiefly confifts of hills, the valleys betwixt v'hich are cem- 
tinually filled with a very thick and ftinking milt, even in the very h 'tteft time of the 
day, which of neceflity muft condenfe and inflame the air, and ponfequcntly render it 
very unwholefome. And, in the third place, we may add the exceflive phlebotomy of 
the Portuguefe, which they have recourle to on the very leaft occafion, fome of them 
letting blood above fifty times in a year ; and this it is, w^hich, I believe, makes them 
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look more like walking ghofts than men : and this practice, the longer continued, muft 
neceflarily the more weaken the conftitution ; for the nature of this country is not fuch 
as to fupply them with hafty recruits of freih blood. Excepting what hath been ob- 
ft rved, this is a pleafant and fertile ifland, abounding, according to the report of the 
P ortuguefe, with frelh rivers or lakes, and good arable lands, w'hich yield corn, fugar,* 
and cotton. Here are alfo feveral earth-fruits and trees, befides great plenty of cattle, 
larger and finer than on the Gold Coaft. It cannot but have its fliare of terreftrial 
bleflings, becaufe the Romifh clergy have two convents here, according to the belt of 
my remembrance, filled with the fraternities of St. Peter and St.Auguftine. And here 
is alfo a bifhop’s lee. 

More need not be faid to prove this ifland good and proper to live in ; for it is cer- 
tainly true, that thefe ghoftly Fathers never fettle where, befides fouls’ good, fublunary 
conveniences are not to be gained. 

I fliall now bid adieu to St. Thome, with only acquainting yon, that all lliips 
which, by reafon of contrary wind, cannot reach Ilha del Principe, put in here for 
refrelhments. 

Inftead of Annaboa, being, as I have already told you, fallen below St.d'home, we 
defpaired of reaching it, becaufe it is more difficult to fail fknn St. 'I'home than front 
Cape Lopez ; but the wind changing, and, contrary to our expectation, getting the 
tide with us, we were fo fortunate in two days’ time as to anchor before the famou-s 
ifland of Annaboa. 

This ifland is vifited by a great number of Ihips, as well thofe which have been trad- 
ing in Guinea, as thofe bound for Eaft India and Angola. When the J:iart Indiamcn 
fell below the gulf of Guinea (for they, different from our account, reckon the gulf 
of Guinea to take in almofl the whole Coafl), they put in here; and the fliips bound 
for Angola touch here, it being almofl: in their way. 

Annaboa is fo prodigioufly flocked with cattle and fruit, that it far exceeds St.'i'homc 
and Prince’s Ifland in both ; though it is much fmallcr, and indeed not above half the 
circuit of either of them. Like St.Thomc, it is almofl always covered with a thick 
mifl ; but if we may believe the Portuguefe, not fo unwholcfomc. Bur why it is more 
healthful, I lhall not prefume to determine ; for the air is almofl the lame, Annaboa 
being but about one degree and a half more fouth. I’he land is here full as high as at 
St.Thome ; and in the highefl place of it, according to the report of the Portuguefi-, 
is a lake of frelh and very good water, about which, the air is as cold as the ievereft 
autumns in Holland ; but who knows whether this be true ? 

The Portuguefe have tilled the plains to half way up the hills, for fo fiir the ground 
is good. But ta-king a view of this ifland from below, if feeins very dry and barren ; 
notwrtliflanding which it is all over planted with fruit-trees, viz. cocoas, oranges, 
lemons, Backovens, bananas, palm-trees, and feveral others, whofe fruits are all plen- 
tiful and cheap : one hundred cocoa-nuts are fold for a rix-dollar ; a thoufand oranges 
or lemons at the fame rate ; and the other fruits in proportion. Hogs, flieep, goats, 
chickens, &c. are to be bought for almofl nothing, confidering that we have them far 
all manner of old tralh cloaths of linen and woollen. In Ihort, here is the true Amal- 
thea or Cornucopia, of which the dntients have faid lb many fine things. 

The inhabitants^f this ifland are black, and but a fort of half-Chriflians, though 
they bear the name Chriftians ; for if they can but read a Pater-nofter and Ave-Ma- 
Maria, confefs to the prie^, and bring fome offerings with them, they pafs for good 
Chriftians. The white Portuguefe of this ifland eftcem them flaves, by reafon that they 
are the defeendants of thofe flaves wdiich they fet on this ifland. They arc all of thehi, 
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without exception, thieves and rogues, that will injure or defraud no man more than ’ 
they can. I'he women are all common public whores, which allure and miflead the 
failors, and except a very few, are monftroufly ugly and ill-favoured, as Monfieur Fok- 
kenbrog has well obferved it. 

The government of thefe people is entrufted in the hands of a white Portuguefe, 
who is honoured with the illuftrious name of Governador. He who was honoured 
with this high poll in my time, was fuch a great Don, that if I had been charitable 
enough to have bellowed the alms of a crown upon him, he would have made no diffi- 
culty of receiving it, nor thought it an affront to his hr nourable charge, or the gran- 
deur of his nation. His fubjedls alfo ftood in fuch awe i-f him, that if I had but delired 
them, they would certainly have broken his head, and have delivered the 'Hand into 
our poffcffion. For this Don being appointed by a Portuguefe gentleman, to whom 
this illand belongs, as rentjrgatherer in his name, to colled a third of all the inhabitants* 
cattle, fruit and income ; in order to fecure fomewhat for himfelf, he very fairly fleeces 
the inhabitants of a complete half, which renders him fo hated by his black fubjeds, 
that they would very willingly be releafed from their yoke, and deliver the illand to 
another nation. But it would not indeed be ferviceable to any nation, without all its 
black inhabitants were tranfported thence ; for whilft they ftay there, on account of 
the lealt diflcrence with ■ the pofl'effors, they would fly to the hilly part of the illand, 
which is fufliciently inaccellible to the Europeans, and from thence fo gall them, that 
they would be obliged to abandon it ; as it happened to us, when we formerlyywere in 
polfcHion of it ; for we left it on no other account. 

Befidcs the Governador, I found here alfo two white priefts, who were endowed vtith 
no other qualities tlian the profound ignorance and ftupidity of the meaneft of their 
neighbours, except only (which is indeed fomething uncommon) that they could drink 
as much brandy as 1 could wine, or other liquor. 

Their wifdom was lodged in their Capuchin's cap. I cannot indeed tell, whether 
they could read or write, lince I did not fee one book they had, nor would they pro- 
duce i»ue, though 1 diked the favour; perhaps *^hat it might not b defiled with my 
heretical fingers, d’hey invited us to come and fee their churches, which we did, and 
jound them very handfome, and large enough for four times the number of inhabitants 
on the illand. Before we entered their churches, we were all over befprinkled with 
holy water, from which I conclude that *t is not very dear here. They defvred a bottle 
of wine of me to celebrate their mafs withal, which I gave them ; and they thereupon 
promifed me (though unafked) that they would fay a mafs for my happy voyage ; after 
which 1 took leave of them. 

We faw herefome fmall pieces of cannon, and alking where they got them, we were 
informed that they belonged to a fmall French pirate, which llranded there about ten 
days before, the captain of which, with two of his men, was then upon the illand. 

Thefe pirates had robbed the Gold Coaft of fome gold. Haves and elephants’ teeth. 
But two days before our arrival here, the Sloter galley, an Englilh Ihip, commanded 
Jjy Thomas Kent, had fet fail from thence, having made an agreement with thefe pirates, 
m confideration of a part of their prey to be given to the saptain, to carry them and 
all their booty to the French iflands. The pirates, depending on this' contrafl, had 
brought all their goods on board Captain Kent, and all the men, except the captain 
and two more, followed, who defigned to have gone on board the tall day of the gal- 
ley’s ftay here ; but as they were coming, were welcomed witA a few niufquet foot, 
and charged, if they valucni their lives, to return back, wlflich they were obliged to do, 
.and had the fatisfaeftion of feeing Captain Kent haul up his anchors and let fail with all 
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their goods. What think you, fir, were not thefe villains rightly ferved ; indeed I 
think they were ; and had it been my good fortune to meet with them, I Ihould not 
have given them any better treatment. 

After having llaid here a few days to refrelh, purfuant to the dircftor-general’s leave, 
we fleered our courfe towards- Elmina, failing continually along the Line, without inclin- 
ing one degree towards the fouth or north. I expelled to have met with a violent 
heat here ; but on the contrary found it fo cold, that though well clad, I could fcarcely 
bear the cold. The failors, w^ho commonly are not moved at a trifle, alfo cloathed 
theniiclves very thick. Exprefling my furprife hereat, the captain told me that about 
'his time of the year (being September) it was ahnoll always fo cold here, notwithftand- 
ing the fun in that month paffes the line, and mult be exactly over our heads ; but the 
cafe lies here, we have always thick weather and a ftilF gale, which prevents our feeling 
the heat of the fun. * 

After feveral days failing forwards in this manner, guefling that we were advanced 
high enough to make the Coaft, we Iteered direCtly landwards, and got fight of land 
about the Ouaqua coall ; but our orders running to flay no where, we failed along by 
the fliore, proceeding on our voyage to Aflinee, which the French fome time paft took 
pofleflion of; and tliat in fuch a diverting manner, that I cannot help imparting it to 
you. The author of the European Mercury for the year 1701, obliges us with the 
following relation of the converting of a Moorifli King to the Cliriflian faith, in diefe 
words 

“ Here is another Pagan prince brought over to the Cliriflian faith, namely, Lewis 
Hiuinibal, King of Syria [which he miflakes fur Aflinee], on the Gold Coaft of Africa, 
who, after bein^ a long time inflruded in the ('.hriflian principles, and baptized by the 
Bifhop of Meaux, the King being his god-fathor, received the facrameiit of the Lord’s 
flipper, on the 27th of Eeliruary, from the Gardinal dc Nuailles, and ofl’eied at the 
i'amc time a picture to the Blefl'ed t^irgiii, to whofe protection he fubmitted his territories, 
having made a vow, at his return thither, to ufe his utmufl endeavours towards the con- 
verfion of his fulijc^ls. This Moorifli prince departed on the 24th of this month, in 
order to embark at Port Lewis, and be convoyed home by two or three men of war, 
under the command of the Chevalier Damon.” 

Thus far runs our above-mentioned relation. Now it is my talk to give you a fiiori 
account of the extraction of this pretended King, and to acquaint you with what hap- 
pened afterwards. 

Some years paft, the French were accuftomed to feize all the Negroes that came on 
board them, and fell them into the Well Indies for flaves ; ainongfl wliich happened to 
be the beforefaid Lewis Hannibal, chriflened by the French ; but firuling him endowed 
with a more fpriglitly genius than his countrymen, initead of Idling, they l-r'Uight him 
to the Trench court, where this impoflor piviended to befonaiid heir ;'.ppai ciit to the 
King ef Aflinee ; by which means he fo infinuated himfelf into the good opinion of the 
court, that the King made him feveral very rich prefeiits, and font him back to his own 
mnfry in the manner above related ; but upon his arrival upon the Coall, he was dii'-» 
C'^redtobe only the flavp of a Caboceer of Aflinee, to whom, fhortly after his arrival 
all i-urned ; and, as I am credibly informed, inflead of converting his fubje£ts to 
^l>ea ^nity, ishimfqlf returned to Paganifm. 

Ihe .jyeafily guefs at the refentments of the ITcnch court, after being fo ridi- 
tabled by a Negro flave : if you confider that by this means they have loll 
to g# footing on the Gold Coall ; and befides, that the pious 
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him on his throne, was fruftrated ; the Cardinal de Noailles and the Bifliop 6£/ 
Meaux laboured in vain : and, in Ihort, the whole French court wzs difappointed of its 
expeftation. By this, fir, you may fee, that as Jlupid as the Negroes are, yet fome 
amongft them are able to delude fuch a wife court as that of France, w^hicli 1 doubt 
not but long ere this has repented of its credulity, and a thoufand times curfed the 
pretended King of Syria. But to leave the French in their refentments, and purfue our 
voyage. 

Sailing by Aflinee we touched on the Gold Coafl, where our companion the cruizer, 
called the Befchermer or protector, commanded by ( iptain Ilinken, found a Zealand 
interloper called the Great Apollo, betwixt the and the Brandenburgh fort; 

which he vigoroully attacked, and after a Ihort but warm refiflance, took nd brought 
her as good prize to Elmlna. 

This, fir, is the end of my voyage, and w'ill alfo be the laft letter that I fhall wnite 
to you concerning the ftate of Guinea. What you have farther to expect from me, is, 
as I have already told you, the refult of others obfervations. I beg your approbation 
of the contents of this and all my pall, affiiring you [ have written nothing to you but 
real truth, digefted from my own obfervation. If I am fo happy as to pleafe you in 
this attempt, I fliall be fo far from thinking my labour loft, that 1 fliall conclude it 
doubly rewarded. 

''J'hefe, fir, are the fincere afleverations of one that never will omit any thing which 
can reniler you an agreeable fervice ; but is now and ihall ever be inceffantly ambitious 
of the honourable name of 

Your hearty humble fervant,’ 

W. Bosman* 


A DESCRIPTION OF RIO FORMOSA, on, THE RIVER OF BENIN; 

Being the JirJi Supplemental^ or Ticenty-frji Letter, 

Containing a Defcription of Rio Formofa^ or the Ri ver of Benin ; the great Nu?nber of 
its Branches, — The Trading-place and Church of the Portuguefc. — King of 
Beninas great Opinion of himfelf — Our ordinary Trading-place, — The Pirates of Ufa. 

— The Morafs and floating Land in and about the RivcT\ 'which is -very plvafant but 
U7m'boltfome^ and the Reafon why , — Jlje great Mortality of cur Men on Ship-boaref. 

— The Rajhmfs of five Mariners,, and a rvinurkuble Event which followed' if ^ ~ The 
Country is very even and full of Trees, — IVha are the King of BcnlrPs Y a fills, — • The 
Kimgs Slave an honourable Name. — Benin 710 ^ very populous, — The three principal 
Trading-places; their Names, Conjlitution, and Governors, — Btfidcs which, a fourth 
Trading-place, where one of our chiefeji Commanders or F^ghrs was killed ; on which 
account a double Revenge was taken, — The Benin Inhabitants generally good^-natured^ 
civil, and very conver fib le People; who are not to be treated fur^cwly, but gently ; are 
very pertinacious in their old Cujioms ; who are the Managers of their Tirade ; 
they are very civil to Strangers, but treacherous to each other ; their Governors very 
covetous, — There arc three FJiates befidcs the King ; ^concerning the jirji, and their 
Power : — Of the fccond, their Marks of Flonour or Knighthood^ the Lojs of which is 
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punyhed with Death ; of which fomc Examples : — The third State ; the manual 
Arts and Trades of the Commonalty. — The rich live very well, and are very charita- 
ble to the Poor. — The Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. — Each Perfon smrrics as 
many Wives as he is able to keep ; the Manner of their Marriage ; the Hiijhands very 
jealous of their Wives, of which they arc abfolutc Majlcrs. — Three Sorts of Punijhmcnts 
for Adultery. — Of pregnant Women and their Delivery. — The male Infants belong to 
the King. — Both male and female are circumcifcd. — The groaning Treat. — Twins 
cjleemcd a good Omen, except at Arebo : the Cruelty of whofc Inhabitants on that occa- 
fton deferibed and confirmed by fome Infiances. — A facred Grove, and their Opinions 
concerning it. — - They arc very prolific. — Menfiruous Women cficemcd unclean. — The 
Negroes here not fo much afraid of Death as others ; their Remedies in cafe of Sicknefs. 
— Phyjicians not much valued, and how treated. — Who hath the Right of inheritance, 
and in what cafes the King is Heir. — Common Whores. — Their Government. — Punijh- 
ment of Thievery , to which they are not much additlcd. — The Punijhments of Murder, 
and their DifiinBions concerning that Crime. — Five Sorts of Oaths. — How Fines are 
diftributed. — Their mufical Infirumcnts ; they dance very well to the Harp ; arc great 
Gamefiers ; their Religion very confufed ; each particular Perfon hath bis feparate 
Priefi ; their Notion of the Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that Subject ; they worjhip 
Idols, and the Devil in the fame Shape. — Apparitions of Spirits. — Daily and annual 
Ofierings. — Their Sentiments concerning a future l.ifc, — Multiplicity of Idols, and 
their Fefiivals ; which is their greatefi Fefiival : their Sabbath. — They celebrate the 
Times of the Death of their Parents. — Their Divifion of Time. — 2'hcir Mdrs, and Con- 
fufion therein ; they arc great Cowards ; their Weapons. — All Sorts of Game, and wild 
Quadrupeds ; great Baboons which fall upon Men. — Great Plenty of feathered Kind : 
but not fuel) Stores of Fiji) ; yet great Quantities of terrene and arboriferous Fruits. — 
Of fevcral dying Ingredients. — The King's Revenue, wherein it confifis. — A Deferip- 
tion of the Town of Benin, which is very long and well built ; Strangers not allowed 
there. — Of the Grandees which follow the Court. — Natives cannot be fold for Slaves, 
nor is it allcnoed to tranfport any out of the Kingdom as fuch, though Strangers . — 'Fhc 
Trades and Employments of the Commonalty ; their Tradcfmcn. — Very fine Streets in 
the City. — Slavery of the Women, which arc fond of all Europeans except the Portu- 
guefe. — A large Defeription of the King’s Court, and the Coral-Fcafi, at which 
the King is prefent. — I'he Author’s Audience of the King ; bis Portraiture. — The 
War betwixt Are de Rou and the King, which hath ruined the City of Benin; 
which is at prefent wafie and defolatc. — Conclufion of this Letter. 

Sir, 

IN obedience to your ordens, this contains a defeription of the river of Benin. 1 dare 
not affure you of your expected fatisfadion ; but would fain hope that my endeavours, 
however imperfed, being the utmoll I can do, may meet with your favourable re- 
ception. 

About fifty miles eaft of Ardra, are fituate the cape and river of Formofa, otherwife 
called Benin, from the kingdom of Great Benin, with which it is encompaffed. This 
river Ihews itfelf very plainly if entero'J from the weft ; for from Ardra the land is even 
and woody : the wel^ point is much higher, and looks like a rock with the top cut ofl. 
But the eaft point is low and flat land : its mouth is about a mile wide ; bur failing 
farther up, is yet wida’ in fome places and narrower in others. This river fprouts 
itfelf into innumerable branches ; fome of which are fo wide, that they very well de- 
ferve the name of rivers ; and the banks of each of them are inhabited by a particular., 
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nation, governed by its own King. The multitude of its branches render the failing up 
this river fo difficult, that a pilot is abfolutely neceflary. ' 

About a mile and a half from its mouth there are two branches, about half a mile 
from each other. Upon one of which the Portuguefe have a lodge and church at the 
tbwn of Awerri, which is governed by its particular and independent King, who iloth 
not treat the King of Great Benin any otlierwife than as his neighbour and ally ; th ugh 
that vain Prince Ihews no marks of efteem for him, nor any other potentates, imagining 
that if he is not tfie greateil King in the whole, yet indifputably in the Guinean world ; 
that part of it that is filuate above one hundred miles beyond his own territories, being 
as little known to Itim as the large remainder of the ’lobe. 

The common-trading place here is called Arebo, fituate above fixty miles '‘hove the 
river’s nunith ; fo far, and yet farther, our fhips may very conveniently cotne ; in their 
paffiage failing by hundreds of branches of this river, beiides creeks, fome of which 
are very nide. 

■\Vhat I have tilrcady hinted is fufficient to give you an idea of the breadth of this 
river, but its length and fource I have not been able to difeover, no Negro being able 
to give me an exadl account of it j but I believe its branches extend into all the cir- 
cumjacent countries ; for 1 have fecn foveral men that came from Ardra, Calbary, and 
feveral other places, in order to trade, which w'crc taken on this river by the robbers, 
and fedd for Haves. Thefe robbers, or pirates, live juft at the mouth of the river, and 
arc calleti the pirates of Ufa; they arc very poor, and live only on robbery; they fail 
hence to all jxins of this river, and feize all that lights in their way, whether men, 
bealls, or goods; all which they fell to the firft that come hither for vi<ftuals,.with 
wliich they are not at all provided. 

'The Poraigucfe informed me, that here was a land road which reached to Calbary, 
and one much more commodious by water ; that it was eafy, with a canoe, to get into 
the circumjacent rivers, viz. Lag' j;, Elrei, Camarones, and feveral others, befides 
the river ^'olta, w hich laft I can icarcely believe^ it being utterly improbable ; but as to 
the f)rmer rivers, ihey are ib near the other, that it may be eaf !v done. 

Several miles upwards, from the mouth of the river, the land is every where low 
and morally, and its banks all along adorned with great numbers of high and 
low frees, and the country all about it divided into iflands, by the multiplicity of its 
branches ; befides which, here arc ft . cral forts of floating ifles, or lands covered with 
reed, which arc driven by the winds, or Travadocs, from one place to another, by 
which means they often happen in our way, and oblige us to (leer a difl'erent courfe, 
on wliich occafions pilots or guides are very convenient. 

The river itfelf is very pleafant, but very unvvholefome, as mrft of the rivers on 
the coaft feein to be naturally, which I am apt to think is occafioned by the continual 
contagious exhalations which hover about them, more efpecially thofe in low ground 
and morafl'es. To which may be added another, and not lefs plague, the innumerable 
millions of gnats, which the Portuguefe call Mnfquitoes ; for the land, as 1 have already 
told you, being very woody, is infupportably peftered with theft vermin, efpecially in 
the nights, when they attack us in whole .-legions, and filing fo feverely, that feveral 
perfons have been fo marked with puftules, that, it was impollible to know them. This 
torment, which deprives us of our natural reft, heightened by t]r: unwholelbmenefs of 
the climate, continually occafions a great mortality amongil our men. You very well 
know, that this is my fecond voyage to this river, and that th'p firft time I was here we 
Ifift half our men, and at prefent the number of our dead on board is not lefs, and the 
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^ remainder are moft of them fick, which ftrikes fuch a general terror into the failors, 
that the boldeft of them is afraid of his life. 

Five of our failors were fo raihly impious, as to throw dice who ihould die or live 
to come out of this river. They over-perfuaded my eldeft fervant to throw for his 
chance with them, and the highell call: being efteemed fafeft, he threw eleven. And 
it is really remarkable, that this lad is yet alive, but the other five died all in the river 
of Benin. 

Bating the faid contagion of the climate, this is a very defiirable place of trade, by 
reafon of the plcafantncfs of the river and adjacent country, which is very even ground, 
without hills, and yet rifos by gentle degrees, w'hich alFords the moft agreeable profpeft 
in the world ; which is yet improved by the multitude of trees which lland lb regular, 
as if they were defigncdly planted in that order. 

The inhabitants of this river, and the neighbouring country, have feveral PringL’S ; 
and, indeed, each fmall nation is governed by his own King, though all of them are 
vaffals to the King of Benin, except thole ol Awerri, where the Portuguefe live, and 
the pirates of Ufa, both of whom would never yet fubmit to his )’oke. 

They are all free-mcn, notwithftanding which they are treated as llaves by their 
King, and are fo far from taking it for an unhappinels, that the title of the King’s 
flave is a diftinguilhing mark of honour amongft them. 

Though here is a prodigious number of people, yet in proportion to the extent of 
land, and upon the comparifon with Ardra, this country is not populous. 'I’he 
towns are widely diftant from each other, as well thole near the river as farther in- 
landi 

There are at prefent three principal townis w'hcre we trade, and whither all the neigh- 
bouring in-land Negroes refort, efpecially when we have call anchor there. 

The firft of thele villages is Boededoe, containing about fifty houfes or cottages, 
built with reed and leaves. It is governed by a viceroy, and fome grandees appointed 
by him, who, under the King, and in his name, govern the whole diftrid of land ; but 
their authority doth not extend beyond things of fmall importance, as civil caufes and 
the raifing taxes for the King ; but if any thing confiderable happens, or any capital 
crime is committed, they are not permitted to decide it, but mult fend to court and 
wait their orders. 

Arebo, the fecond village, which is fituate much farther up the river, is a fine large 
oblong town, indifferently well furnifhed with houfes and people. The houfes are 
much larger than at Boededoe, though built in the fame manner. This place, and its 
dependant country is, as well as the former, governed by a viceroy. 

Some years pafl here were two lodges, or fadories, one of which belonged to the 
Englifh,^and the other to our Company j each of them had their particular fadors and 
truftees, called in Portuguefe Mercadors and Fiadors ; the laft of which are here but 
a fort of brokers: but the Englilh not having traded here for many years, their 
lodge is fallen down and deniolifhed, and their fadors and brokers incorporated w'ith 
ours. 

Agatton, the third village, was formerly a confiderable trading-place, but hath fuf- 
fered fo much by the wars, that it lie.* in a manner wafte at prefent. It is fituate on a 
fmall hill in the river,, juft joined to the firm land. 

'fhe remaining ruins difeover it to have been a very large village, much more 
agreeable and healthful fhan the others are, for which reafon the Negroes employ their 
utmoft diligence in the re-building of it. It is environed with all forts of fruit-trees. 

6 ' Hereabouts 
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Hereabouts are leveral frnall villages, wliofe inhabitants come hither at every con- 
fidcrable market, which is held here for five days. A day’s journey by land from 
Agatton, is the city or village of Great Benin, the refident of the King ; but more of 
this hereafter. 

I niuft not here omit a certain village, where we formerly traded, which is called 
Meiborg, probably borrowing its name from tliat of one of our fartors. 

Several years pad our Company had a confiderable laebny and forue fervants here, 
Tlieir lad fadfor here was N. Bceldihyder, who made himfelf to be hated by the natives, 
by reafon of his brutality. Belides which, he cad a 1/ Ivious eye on one of tlie Ne- 
gro governor’s wives, whicli he ravifticd, and tlicreby jo enraged her iiiiured hnliand, 
that he refolvcd to take his utmod falisfaQIon of BeeldfnyJcr, and ; gnind him 
w iih a party of armed men, defigning to have* In's life, bur ho delendinp; hiniiclf in his 
iliglit, narrowly cfcaped on board one of which then L:y iherL, but was withal 

(hing’croiilly wounded. He was no foom.-r tome on Inuic!, tliini he failed out of (he 
jight (d* Iiis purfuers, but one of his wounds proved fo fatal, tlu.t, through the iinfkil- 
fulnefs of the furgeon, he died of it. 

Mr. N. N., who was then rlie (AnnjxnyV dlrcdfr;rg< ncr:.l on tlie C'Xid, and was not 
fully informed of tlie merits of the caii.f', did not let his death pal’s unrevenged, but 
immediately fent a yacht, reinf >rced with Idmina foldicrs to Berun, with ilrict orders 
to take the utmod revenge for the murder or nralTacrc, as it was termed, d'hefe fol- 
diers fo rigoroully ey(t:uted, or perhaps drctcheJ thdr coinmiflion, that they killed or 
took prifoaers (‘very perfon of the village that could not make their cfcajn?. 

Idle King of Great Benin being iiil’ormed of this, and the author ei the madacre, 
was not content with the revenge which our diredtor had taken, l)ut commaiivled the 
perfon, who was the occafioner of tin.' madacrc, to come to him ; and though he had 
defended the honour of his family, and was confcquently very exciillible, yet the King 
caufed him and his whole race, to th(‘ d Ird and fourth generation, to be cut to pieces ; 
which cruelly w'as e.yocuted, in order to judify himfelf, not only v.ith refpecl lo the 
action, but alfo the very knowledge of it. 

The dead corpfes of rhefe mifcrable wretches were thrown upon the dunghill ns a 
fpt\Hacle, to be devoured by the wild beads ; and their houfes were razed to the ground, 
with drid orders, that they fiiould nev('»' be re-built. We, finding tlie King fo zca- 
loufly interoded for us, have ever fincc continued our trade tht^re. 

'ITe inhabitants of Great Benin are generally goodmatured and very chil, from 
whom it is eafy to obtain whatever we dcfire by foft means; if we make them lilicral 
prefents, they will endeavour to recompenfe them doubly ; and if we v ant anv 
and alk it of them, they very feldom deny us, though they have c'ccafi-ai for it thcin- 
felves. But they arc fo far in the right, to exped that their courtefy diuuld n^paid 
with civility, and not with arrogance and nulcnefs j for to think of forcing any thing 
from them, is to difpute with the moon. 

They are very prompt in bufmel’s, and wall not fuffor any of their antient nidoms 
to be ubolilheJ ; in which, if comply with them, they aje very ealy to deal with, 
and will not be wanting in any thing on their part, requifife to a good a;;rgemcnt. But 
what is word of all, is, that tlu y are very tedious in dealing : in:m^; iim:\> they have a 
dock of clej)hanis’ teeth by them, which wcare generally eiglu or ui days before we 
can agree with them for ; but this is managed with fo many ceren^onious civilities, that 
it is iinpodible to be angry with them. Another inconvenience which really deferves 
complaint, is, that, at our arrival here, w'c arc obliged ro trud them with goods to make 
PAnes or cloaths of; for the payment of wliich we frequently day fo long, that by 
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xeafon of the advancement of the feafon, the confumption of our provifions, and the 
ficknefs and mortality of our men, we are obliged to depart without our money,: but 
on the other hand, the next time we come hither, we are fure to be honeftly paid 
the whole. 

The perfons which treat with us on their behalf, are fuch as are thereto appointed by 
the government, and are called by the above-mentioned names of Mercadors and Fia- 
dors ; and thefe are the only merchants with which we deal : this cuftom having 
obtained, by reafon that thefe fadors can fpcak a miferable fort of Portuguefe, which 
qualifies them to talk with us. This is their only excellency, without which they 
would be looked on as the very fcum of their countrymen, and not thought worthy a 
nameamongfl; them. 

At our arrival here, w’e are obliged to pay fome forts of cuflroms to thefe brokers and 
the governors, which are fo inconfiderable, that they are hardly worth mentioning. 

The natives here feem very civil to each other, and omit no opportunity of ofl'ering 
their mutual fervices ; but this is bare compliment ; for they will not truft one another, 
but are jcaloully prudent, and very referved, efpecially in the management of their 
trade, which they difpatch with utmoft fecrefy, out of fear of being reprefented as great 
traders to their governors, who, upon fuch a difcovery, would certainly accufe them 
of fome crime or other, in order to poffefs themfelves, though never fo unjuflly, of the 
effcds of thefe rich merchants. And here, as well as every where elfe, it is eafy to find 
a Hick to beat a dog withal : wherefore thofe who are out of power, and have no 
lhare in the government, always pretend to be poorer than they really are, in order 
to'efcape the rapacious hands of their fuperiors. This obliges them all to a cunning 
fort of mutual civility, in order to avoid accufers j and their profcllions are very rarely 
fmcere, but only feigned. 

I have obferved here three Hates, befidcs the King, which governs abfolutely, his 
will being a law and bridle to his fubjecfs, which none of them dare oppofe. 

Next him, the firft and highelt ftate is compofcd of three perfons, called here great 
lords, or great men, which are always near the King’s perfon ; and any perfon that 
wants to apply to Ilis Majefty, is obliged firft to addrels himfelf to them, and they 
undertake to acquaint him with it, and return his anfwer. But they are fure to inform 
‘him only of what they pleafe themfelves, and confequently in the King’s name, they a£t 
as they think fit ; fo that in reality the whole government depends folely on them ; 
which may the more eafily happen, becaufe, except a very few, no perfons are admitted 
into the King’s prefence, much lefs allowed to fpeak with him. 

The fecond ftate or rank is compofed of thofe which are here called Are de Roe, or 
Street Kings ; fome of which prefide over the commonalty, and others over the flaves ; 
fome^ver military affairs, others over the affairs relating to cattle and the fruits of the 
earth, &c. And indeed here is a particular fupervifor over every thing that can be’’ 
thought of. 

Out of Sie number of thefe Are de Roes, are chofen the viceroys and governors of 
the countries which are fubjeft to the King. Thefe are all under the command of, 
and refponfibje to, the three great men on all occafions. They obtain thefe honourable 
polls by the recommendation of thefe three lords ; and the King, as an enfign of this 
honour, prefents eUch of them with a firing of coral, that being equivalent to the arms 
of an order of knighthood. This firing they are obliged to wear continually about their 
necks, without ever daring to put it off on any account whatever ; for if they are fo unhappy 
as to lofe it, or carelefsly fuffer it to be ftolen, they are ipfo fa£lo irreprievably condemned 
to die. For the confirmation of which I can give you two inftances, to one of which 
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I was witnefs; viz. a Negro, who, through inadvertency^ had fuffered this chain to 
be ftolen from him, and without delay was executed, as was alfo the other who acknow- 
ledged himfelf guilty of the faid robbery, befidcs three more which were privy to it, and 
did not timely difcover it. Thus five men were put to death for a chain of cot-vd, that 
was not intrinfically worth two-pence. 

The fecond inftance happened about the year 1 700, and was fomewhat more extra- 
ordinary. At that time there lay near me, before the village of Boedcdoe, two Portu- 
guefe fliips or barks, one of which departed before us, but the other was obliged to 
Hay a month or two after me, in order to get in his debts : which coming in very flowly, 
the captain refolved to caufc a Fiador, that w'as his grcateft debtor, to be arpcfte ] in 
his fliip ; but when he attempted it, the other refilled, and endeavoured t( efcape : 
and during the fcuflle with the failors, the pilot caught hold of his chain of coral, broke 
it in pieces and threw it overboard ; which fo difpirited the Fiador, that he let go his 
hold and furrendered himlelf immediately. But fome time after, finding the pilot 
afleep, and having gotten a blundcrbufs, he fliot him through the head ; and thus 
obliged him to exchange his 1 tural for a more lading fleep, with which the Negro was 
not yet fatisfied, but afterwards wounded the dead body in feveral places, and then 
threw away his knife, adding, that he had now' taken his revenge, and that it was per- 
fectly indifferent to him what they did to him : “ For,” continue:} he, “ when my 
coral w'as thrown overboard, I was a dead man ; and at prelent I am in the fame con- 
dition.” The Portuguefe did not venture to punifh him, but delivered him to the 
governor of the place, who difpatched him to the King ; and the bark departing. His 
Majefty committed him to clofe prifon, in order to punifli him very feverely in the pi'e- 
fence of the next Portuguefe that Ihould come thither. This very year I faw the 
Negro ; and juft upon my departure, tw'o Portuguefe fliips came witii orders to demand 
juftice for their murdered pilot ; how' they fucceeded I cannot fay, becaufc I left that 
place immediately after ; but that it coft i!.e Negro his life is undeniable. 

The King keeps thefe corals in his own poftellion, and the counterfeiting, or having 
any of them in polfeflion without his grant, is punifhed w'ith death. They are made 
of a fort of pale red coClile earth or ftone, and very well glazed, and are very like 
fpeckled red marble. 

From the laft relation it is eafy to infer, that the Fiadors are the third rank or ftate 
of this country ; for no perfon is permitted to wear this coral, unlefs honoured by the 
King with fome port ; fmee, as I have already told you, they can have it only from 
the King. 

Befides the Fiadors, under the fame rank are alfo reckoned the Mercadors, or mer- 
chants; Fulladors, or interceflbrs ; the Veilles, or elders; all which are diftingiii/hed 
by the above-mentioned mark of honour. 

And befides thefe three, I know of no other offices or dignities ; wherefore the com- 
monalty take place next; very few of which are laborious or indullrious, unlefs it be 
thofe who are wretchedly poor : the others laying the whole burthen of their work on 
their wives andflaves, whether it be tilling the ground, fpinning of cotton, w'eaving of 
cloaths, or any other handicraft ; whilft they, if they have but the leafl ftock, apply 
themfelves to merchandize alone. Here are very Tew matuial art;;, befides w'eaving, 
pradifed or underftood. The chief workmen here arc either huitl.c;, carpenters or 
leather-dreffers ; but all their workmanfhip is fo very clumly, ihat a boy that has been 
but one month learning in Europe would out-do them. ’ 

The inhabitants of this country, if poffeffed of any riches, cat and drink very well ; 
tlfat is to fay, of the beft. The common diet of the rich is beef, mutton or chickens, 
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^nd Jammes for their bread* Vvhich, after they have boiled, they beat very fine, in order 
to make cakes of it. 'i ’iiey frequently treat one another, and impart a portion of their 
fupc'i'fluity to tlu: nerei'liious. 

The meaner lort content themlelvcs with fmoked er dried fifh ; which, if falfcd, is 
very like what nc in Jiurope call Rafand Reckel. 7’h< ii i read is a!fo Jammes, bana- 
nas and beans they drink water, and Pardon-wine, which isnoneottlie belt. The 
richciTort drink water and brandy, when they can get it. 

ITe Iving. tile great lorJc, and every governor who is but indiifercjuly rich, I'ubfifL 
favera! j' at: their place of reiidence on their cliarily, employing tliofe who are (it 
for anv werb, in order to lielp them to a maintenance; and the reft they keep for 
CeJ’c fake, and to obtain the character of being cliaritable ; fo that here arc no beg- 
gars. yVmi this neceffary care fucceed.s fo well, that we do not fee many remarkably 
poor amongll them. 

'I'hey are very liberal in all mutual prefents of all forts of goods, and they give the 
Europeans prodigious quantities of rclreihing jirovifions, and more than they really 
want ; nay, fomc in this particular give beyond their ability, only in order to acquire 
a good reputation amongll llrangers. 

The habit of the Negroes here is neat, ornamental, and much more magnificent 
than that of the Negroes of the Ciold Coall. The rich amongll them w ear lirli a w'hite 
calico or cotton cloth about one yard long, and half fo broad, wJiich ferves them as 
drawers; over that they w'car a finer white cotton drefs, that is commonly about fif- 
teen or twenty yards long, wdiich they very ornamentally plait in the middle, calling 
over it a fcarf of about a yard long and two fpans broad, tlie end of which is adorned witri 
fringe or lace, which is I'omew hat like the female Negroes on the Clold Clt^all ; the upper 
part of llicir body is mollly niikcd. Thefe are the cloatlis in which they appear abroad ; 
but at home they wear only a coarle Paan inllcad of d.-awers, covered witli a gnat 
painted cloth woien here, which they wear like a cloak. 'J'he mean fort go thus 
cloathed, but the Hull' tk.cy wear is much coarfer ; and as to fine or coarfc, each per- 
fon is governed iw l.is circumllanccs. 

The wives of llie g'rcat lords wear calico Paans woven in this country, which arc 
very fine, and very bcatnifully chequered with feveral colours. Thefe Paans or cloaths 
are not very long, and are buckled togetfier like thofe which arc worn at Fii.l:i, I ut 
with this diil'erence, that as tlie I'i ial'e Paan is open before, this on tlie contrary is open 
behind, or on one fide, and covered 1 elore. The upper part of their body is covered 
with a beautiful chub of about a yard long, in.llead of a veil, like that which the women 
w'ear on the Gold (loall. Their necks arc adorned with necklaces ol' coral, very agree- 
ably difpofed or plaited, 'riioir arms are drelled up with bright copper or iron arm- 
rings 7* as arc alfo the legs of fome of (hem, and their fingers are as thickly croiided 
with copper rings a.s they can poHibly wear th ,’m. Thus fet out, fir, they look pretty 
tolerable, and imiv pafs for fucli for want ol etn r. 

The meaner fort of women as well as the men of the fiunc condition, differ from the 
richordy in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 

Almoll ali the children go naked ; the boys till they are ten or twelve years ohl, 
and the girls till nature difeovers their maturity ; till then they wear nothing but fomo 
firings of coral twilled about their middles, which is not fulTicient to hide their nudities. 

'1 he men do not curl or adorn their hair, hut content themfelvcs with letting it grow 
in its natural polture, except buckling it in two or three places in order to hang a great 
coral to it. But the women’s hair is very artificially turned up into great and fmall 
buckles, aftd .divided on the crown of the head, like a cock’s comb inverted ; by which 
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meims the fmall curls are placed in exa£t order. Some'%vide their hair into twenty or, 
more plaits or curls, according as it happens to be either thick or thin. Some oil it 
with the oil which they roafl out of the kernels of oil-nuts, by which means it lofe.s its 
black colour, and in procefs of time, turns to a fort of green or yellow, that they are 
very fond of ; notwithflanding W'liich, in niy opinion, it looks hideoufly. 

The men here marry as many women as their ciiciunftances will allow tliein to 
keep, riiey have fcarcely any, or at moll very few marriage ceremonies amongll cither 
poor or rich ; except only that one treats the bride’s iViends more fplendidly than the 
other. Their marriages arc commonly made in the ' >!l(jwing manner : if a man like 
a virgin, he difeovers his pallion tooneol the moll ■■. onfiderable amongll; his relations, 
who repairs to her houfe, and a(ks her of her relations, who, if (he is i.i ' before pro- 
mifed, icldoni deny his requclt ; the confent then of the relations or parents thus 
taint’d, the match goes on, and the bridegroom cloaths his future bride with a rich Aiit 
of cloaths, necklaces, and bracelets ; and alter having handfomcly treated the relations 
on both fides, the wedding is ended without any farther cei emony. The treat I now 
fpeak of, is not performed at the houfe of tlic bridegroom, or indeed any other, but 
the vitluals and drink are drelled ami pri’pared, aiul each hath his part fent home. 

'I’he Negroes arc very jealous ot their wives with their own countrymen, but not in 
the load with refpecit to us ; for they are very little concerned at our converfmg with 
tlicir wives, whether we rally, fit, or lie by them, provided we keep \\ithin the 
bounds of modedy ; nay, they have entertained fo good an opinion of us, that when 
we vifu them, if their alfairs call them away, they not only leave us alone with, but 
recommend us to their wives for diverlion, whild they are out; but no male NeE^ro is 
allowed to come near the women’s apartment, which is a cudom very drictly obferved 
by them. 

All the diifercnce betwixt the w ives of the great and thofe of the meaner fori is, that 
tne latter go everywhere, where i’. . work obliges them ; but the former are alinod 
always diut up ver) dole, to obviate all occafions of tranfgreflion. 

If a man be in his own lioui'e, accompanioil by fome ol his wi’.es, and receix'es a 
vifu from an> ot his acquaintance, the wives immediately retire to another part of the 
houl'e, that they may not be f-eii ; but if the vifitants are Europeans, they continue 
with their hulbands, by reafon it is thdr delire, whom they ufe all arts to pleafe, be- 
caufe their happinels depends on them, lor the men are here abfolute inaders of their 
wives. 

vVdultcry is here punifiied tlirce feveral ways : drd, amongd the coiriinonalty, in the 
following manner : if any of them is fufpicious of the levity of .anv of his wives, he 
tries all pollible moans to furprife her in the fad, without which he cannot punidi her ; 
but if he fuccecds in his endeavours, he is thereby lawfully entitled to di the .d'oets of 
her paramour, whether confiding in Haves, Boefics (their money), elephants’ teeth, 
or any other mercantile commodity j all ■which he may immediately feize and perfedly 
ufe, occupy, and enjoy as liis own. U'he oflenuing wife ie punifiied very heartily with 
a cudgel, and driven out of his houfe to feck her fortune ; but no perfon being very 
fond of marrying her after this, Ihe retires to another place, where die pafles for a 
widow, by way of aiming at another hulband ; oi’ eli'e drives to fubllll herfelf by a trade 
not very difficult (for her at leaft) to learn. * 

Thus far extends the poor man’s fatisfadion ; the rich revenge themfelves much the 
fame way ; but the woman’s relations, to avoid the fcandal wr/ich might *^hereby accrue 
to their family, reconcile the oll’ended luiiband with a good fum of money, and then by 
prevail upon him to admit her to grace, which they generally do ; and then the thus 
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‘ fiioned adultr^fs pafles for as ilrtuous a woman as before her crime, and is alfo for 
the future treated with all matrimonial endearments in her turn, as well as his other 
wives. 

The governors piinilli adulterers more fevcrely ; for if they furprife any debauching 
their wives, they kill both them and their paramours on the very I'pot where they com- 
mitted the crime, and throw their dead bodies on the dunghill, to be expofed as a prey 
to wild beads. 

Theie ieverc punifluncnts of adultery amongft all ranks of people deter men from 
meddling with other’s wives fo much, that this crime is very feldom committed here. 

The Negroes are very libidinous, which they aferibe to their pardon-wine and good 
ealing. 

..[The pregnant wife is not allowed even the matrimonial careffes of her hufljand, till 
fhe is delivered j after which, if a male infant, it is prefented to the King, as properly 
and of right belonging to him ; and hence all the males of the land are called the 
King’s flaves ; but the females belong to the father, and live with him, according to 
his pleafure, till they are of age ; after which he marries them, when and to whom 
he plcafes. 

Tight or fourteen days, or fonaetimes longer, after the birth of their children, both 
males and females arc circumcifed ; the former are hereby bereft of their prepuce, and 
tire latter of a fmall portion of their Clitoris : befides which, they make finall incifions 
all over the bodies of the infants, in a fort of regular manner, exprefling fome figures 
thereby ; but the females are more adorned with thefc ornaments than the males, and 
each at pleafure of their parents. 

You may eafliy guefs that this mangling the bodies of thefe tender creatures mufl; be 
very painful ; but fmee it is the fafliion here, and is thought very ornamental, it is 
pradil'ed by every-body. 

When the child is feven days old, the parents make a fmall feaft, imagining that the 
infant is pail its greateil dangers ; and in order to prevent the evil fpirits from doing it 
any mifehief, they ilrew all the ways with drefled victuals to appeafe them. 

If a woman bear two children at a birth, it is believed to be a good omen, and the 
King is immediately informed thereof, who caufes public joy to be expreflfed with all 
forts of their mufic. I'he father, imagining it too heavy a taik for the woman to 
fuckle both the children, fearches out a wet-nurfe, whofe child is dead, whom he per- 
fuades, by the force of money or good words, to nurfe one of his children. 

In all parts of the Benin territories, twin-births are efteemed good omens, except at 
Arebo, where they are of the contrary opinion, and treat the twin-bearing women very 
•barbaroufly, for they aduallv kill both mother and infants, and facrifice them to a 
cer<(iin davil, which they fondly imagine harbours in a wood near the village. But if 
the man happens to be more than ordinarily tender, he generally buys off his wife, by 
facrificing a female-flave in her place ; but the children are, without poflibility of re- 
demption, obliged to be made the fatisfaftory offerings which this favage law requires. 

In the year 1699, a merchant’s wife, commonly called Ellaroe or Mof, lay in of 
two children, and her hulbartd redeemed her with a flave, but facrificed his children. 
After which, I had frequent opportunities of feeing and talking with the difconfolate 
mother, who never could fee an infant without a very melancholy reflection on the 
fete of her own, which always extorted briny tears from her. 

The following year, the like event happened to a priefl’s wife : fhe was delivered 
of two children, which, with a flave inftead of his wife, he was obliged to kill and 
fecrifice with his own hands, by reafon of his facerdotal function j and exaCtly one year 

j| after, 



bosman’s guinea. 


527 

after, as though it had been a punifhment inflifted heaven, thei^fame woman 
was, the fecond time, delivered of two children ; but how the prieft managed himfelf 
on this occafion, I have not been informed, but am apt to think that this poor woman 
was forced to atone her fertility by death. 

Thefe difmal events have, in proccfs of time, made^ fuch impreflions on the men, 
that when the time of their wives’ delivery approaches, they fend them to another 
country ; which makes me believe, that for the future, they will correct thefe inhu- 
manities. 

The wood before-mentioned, in which the devil fuppofed to lurk, is by them 
efteemed fo facred, that they never permit a foreign Negro, or any of his wivesf to 
enter it. If any perfon accidentally happen on a path which leads to thi.‘ wood, he is 
obliged to go to the end of it, without returning before he comes there : and they ^ 
firmly perfuaded, that if this law be violated, or that of offering the children and 
mother, or at leaf! a female-flave in her place, the land will be infefted with fome fevere 
plague. Notwithllanding all which, I have frequently gone a lliooting in this wood, 
and to ridicule their credulity, defignedly turned before I had gone half to the end of 
the path j by which means 1 not a little llaggered the faith of fome who faw that my 
boldnefs was not attended with any ill confequences. But the roguifli priefts were 
immediately ready at hand, with an exception, which was, that I being a white man, 
their god, or rather devil, did not trouble his head with me ; but if a Negro ihould 
prefume to do fo, the danger would foon appear. 

I’he multiplication of mankind goes forward very fuccefsfully here ; which is not 
very hard to believe, fince the women arc not barren, and the men vigorous ; b’efides 
which, they have the advantage of a choice out of their great number of wives ; of 
which, for their encouragement, the fruitful woman is highly valued, whilfl: the barren 
is defpifed. 

Menltruous women are here decnik. I fo unclean, that they arc not permitted fo much 
as to enter their liufbands’ houfes, or to touch any thing eitlicr to drefs the domeflic 
diet or clean the houfe, or indeed on any other account; nor a.e they permitted fo 
much as to look into, much lefs enter feveral houfes, but during this natural unclean- 
nefs, are obliged to refidc in a feparatc houfe, though, as foon as that is over and they 
have waflied themfelves, they are refto’-cd to their former Hate. If they arc alked who 
firft taught them circumcifion, and to believe menftruous women unclean ; they reply 
that they do not themfelves know, but that thofc cultoms arc traditionally handed to 
them by their anceftors : and this is the common anfwer of all the Blacks. 

The Negroes of this country do not feem fo much afraid of death as in other lands. 
They are not uneafy at the naming of it, and aferibe the length or brevity of life to 
their gods. Notwithftanding which they arc very zealous in the ufo of thef. m^ns 
which are thought proper for the prolongation of life : for if they fall fick, the firft 
refuge is the prieft, who here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, atfts the dodor. He 
firft adrainifters green herbs ; which proving ineft'edual, he hath recourfe to facrifices. 
If the patient recovers, the prieft is very much efteemed ; but if not, he is difmilfed, 
and another from whom better fuccefs is expeded, is called in. 

If thefe facerdotal dodors happen to cure the patient, they are very much reve- 
renced; but the fick perfon is no fooner perfedly recovered, tffim they are difeharged 
without any refped : fo that if the priefts here have noothei' dependance, they are gene- 
rally poor ; becaufe each particular perfon offers his o\* iairifices, and performs the 
fervice of his idols without giving them any manner of trouble. 
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. When any‘*'|)erfon dies,' th^lbrpfe is waflied and cleanfed ; and if a native of the city 
of Benin happens to die at a very diftant place, the body is perfedly dried up over a 
gentle fire, and put Into a cofiln whoft; planks arc clofely joined with glue, and brought 
with the firft opportunity to the mentioned city in order to be buried. ' But fometimes 
a convenient conveyance docs not ofler itfelf in fevera! years ; wherefore the dead corpfe 
is thus long kept above ground, as I have fecn I'evcral in niy time at Arebo. 

The nearelt relations, wives, and flaves go into mourning on account of the dead 
perfon : foraefliave their hair, others their beards, or half their lieads, &:c. Tiie puidic 
mourning commonly lulls fourteen days. Tiieir lamentations and cries are acconuxiodaied 
to the tunes of feveral mufical inftruments, though with large intermediate flops ; dur- 
h|g which they drink very plentifully. And when the funeral is over each perfon re- 
tiws to his own houfc, and the neareil relations wliicit couliuuein mourning, bevvuii die 
dead in this manner for feveral mouths. 

The right of inheritance devolves in the following manner: — Wlten any perfon of 
condition dies, the cldefl fon is fede heir, but is obliged to jxrefeut a flax e by way of 
licriot to the King, and another to the three great lorils, with a petition that lit may 
fuccecd his father in the fame quality ; wliich the King accordingly grants, and he is 
declared the lawful heir of all his father hath left heliiud him. lie bellows no mta c 
on his younger brothers than what out of liis bounty be pleal'es; but if bis mother be 
alive, he allows her a creditable maintenance propoiiioncd to her condition, and 
allows her bolides to keep whatever Ihe iiarh gotten from his father. His father’s otlar 
widows, efpecially thofe which have not had any eluldren, the Ion takes home if I.e 
likes them, and ufes as his own ; hut thofe which he doth not like, he alfo takes them 
home with their children, and fets them to work in order to fubfill them the more 
creditably ; but entertains no matrimonial converfation with ilicm. Of this lall fort, 
here are as great number.s a.s of prollitutes in other countries. If the diccafed leaves 
no children, the brother inherits his cll'edls ; and in cafe of deficiency of fuch heir, the 
next akin. But if no lawful heir appears, the King inherits. 

The government of this country is principally veiled in the King and the three men- 
tioned great lords ; the fird is nominal governor, and the lall are really fo. Kaeh pro- 
vince hath its particular governor, all which depend on ihefe three chief fpiings, without 
whole confent they dare not act. 

The crimes here committed arepunilhed in the following manner : — 'J’.hirverv is not 
rife here, thefe Negroes not being of the fame piirering naliire as at other plaet s : 
Iiowever, if the thief ir. taken in the fact, he is obliged to rellitution of the llolen 
goods, and befides punilhed by a pecuniary mulcl ; but if he is poor, after reilitulimi 
of the llolen goods, if in h’s power, he is very well beaten. But if the rolibery lie 
dc«fce upftn any of the government, it is jxunillied with death : in the mcan-time as I 
have already hinted, this crime fo 1‘eldoin occurs, that examples are very rare. Murder 
k a crime that happens here yet more leldoin than the former. Whoever kills a 
man is punilhed with death ; but if the murthercr happen to be the King’s fon, or forne 
other confiderable perfon, he is banillicd to the utinoll borders of the King’s territories, 
to which he is cpnveyed untlcr a very ftrong guard ; but none of thefe banilhed per- 
fons being ever heard of, the Negroes take it for granted, that their guard condudl 
ihem to the KlyTian fields. If any perfon with his fill, or otherwife accidentally and 
undelignedly, kill another, |Qd the dead perfon did not bleed, and his death doth not 
feem violent ; the offender may then purchafe his life, by fird burying the dead cre- 
ditably at his own charges, and afterwards producing a Have to fufl'er in his Head. 
This flave doomed to a reconciling offering, he is obliged to touch on his knees with 
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his forehead as he is killed, after which he is obliged to a l&rge fum to the great 
lords ; and this performed, he obtains his freedom j and the friends of the'deceafed are 
oblig^ to reft fatisfied with this. 

I have already informed you of the punifliment of adultery ; whatever other crime* 
are committed, they are atoneable with money : and the fine is proportioned to the 
offence. And he that hath no money, muft fatisfy the fine by a corporal pupilhment j 
fo that where effefts are deficient, the body muft make good the fine. 

^ ^ In cafe of accufations which are not clearly proved, the accufed is obliged to purge 
Tlimfelf by trial, which is practifed five feveral ways, f ar of which take place in flight 
offences and civil caufes, and the fifth in capital and high crimes, as high trc^^^. n, or 
all crimes of fo deep a dye : this laft trial is only allowed to be taken by confiderabi' 
perfons, and that too by the King’s efpecial order. 

The firft fort of purgation is managed in the following manner: — The accufed are 
carried to the prieft, who greafes a cock’s feather, and therewith pierces the tongue 
of the accufed ; if it paffes eafily through, it is a fign the man is innocent, and the 
wound made by the quill will foon clofe and heal up without any pain : but, on the 
other fide, if he is guilty, the quill remains flicking in liis tongue, and he is accord* 
ingly pronounced guilty. 

The fecond trial of innocence is prafUfed in the following manner : — The prieft 
takes an oblong clot of earth, in which he fticks feven or nine cock’s quills, which 
the fufpefted perfon is obliged to draw out fucceflively ; and if they come out eafily, 
it is a fign of innocence } b^ut if not, the prifoner is convidled of the crimes alledged 
againft him. 

The third proof is made by fpurting a certain juice of green herbs into the eyes of 
the accufed perfon ; which, if it happen to do him no hurt, he is thought innocent ; 
but if his eyes become thereby red and inflamed, he is obliged to pay the fine laid 
on him. 

For the fourth trial the prieft ftrokes the prifoner three times over the tongue with 
a red-hot copper arm-ring, and from his being hurt or not hurt thereby, they pronounce 
judgment. 

I have feen all thefe four trials made ; but all the accufed were declared guilty, and 
not without reafon ; for it would be ftrange indeed, if red-hot copper Ihould not bum 
the tongue. The fifth and laft proof, which doth not happen once in twenty years, I 
never faw, and confequently have it only by hear-fay. 

If any perfon is accufed of a very great crime, of which he is defirous to clear him- 
felf by oath, the King’s leave being firft aiked and obtained, the accufer is brought to 
a certain river, to which is afcribed the ftrange quality of gently wafting every innocent 
perfon plunged therein to land, though never fo unlkilled in the art of fwimiiiing f 
and on the other fide to fink the guilty to the bottom, though never fo good fwimmers j 
by which means, if he endeavours to help himfelf out, it would be in vain, and only 
render his death the more painful. The water (being very calm), immediately upon a 
guilty perfon’s being thrown in, grows and continues as turbulent as a whirl-pool, till 
the criminal is gotten to the bottom, when, as though perfedly fatisfied,, it returns to 
its former tranquillity. What think you, fir, IhoulU you rely on this weak proof? I 
believe not ; for my part I fliould not ; for I fliould, though never fo innocent, be 
very much afraid, if not a fkilful fwimmer, that ray innocence would not fave me from 
irrecoverably fin^g to the bottom ; and I believe there are ieverhl of my ioind. 

The fines charged on thefe crimes are divided as follows : — Firft, the perfon injured 
by thievery, or any other crime, is fatisfied out of it ; then the governor hath his part; 
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iind laft ot all tne Deiore-mentioned great lords have alfo their lhare : for the I^ng, 
whofe ear it never reaches, hath no part thereof. If the three lords are contented with 
what is fent them, it is well ; but they frequently fend them back to the govornors or 
viceroyvS, and in the King’s name inform them, that the fines are too fmall, and con- 
fequently that they have not deported themfelves in that affair according to their duty, 
giving them alfo to underhand what they ought to have done. Thofe to whom thefe 
orders are fent, though they very well know that the King never intermeddles in thefe 
affairs, but that it is only the pleafure of the lords, are notwithffanding obliged tO|jL 
It rift obedience, and generally fend double the fum they require, other wife the lords 
would not fail to take an opportunity of revenging their contempt by fomc ill office 
r other. 

Before 1 fpeak of their religion, I lhall employ a few lines in the defeription of their 
mufical inftruments, which chiefly confift in large and fmall drums, not very different 
from thofe of the Gold Coaft. They are fhaped like them, covered with leather or 
tkins, and beaten in the fame manner as they are. Befides thefe drums, they have a 
fort o( iron bells on which they play, alfo Callebafles hung round with Boefies, which 
ferve them inftead of Caffagnettes ; all which together, afford a very difagreeable and 
jarring found. 

Befides thefe, they have alfo an inftrument which will needs be -called a harp ; it is 
ftrung with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which they play very artfully, and ling 
fo finely, and dance fo juftly to the tune, that it is very agreeably diverting to fee it. 
'I'hefe are indeed the beft dancers 1 ever faw amongft the Negroes. The natives of 
Axirn, in their annual feaft, when they drive out the devil, have much fuch a dance, 
though neither fo fine, nor near fo diverting as this. 

The natives here are not at all addifted to gaming. Here are no other games than 
thofe played with beans, and that only for diverfion and paftime ; but never for money. 

Their religion is fo abfurd and perplexed, that I fcarce know how to deferibe it j but 
however, to begin as well as I can. 

They profefs to worfliip both gods and devils, in human and brutal images, fome 
of which are elephants’ teeth, claws, dead men’s heads, and Ikeletons, &c. Alfo they 
lake every thing which feems extraordinary in nature for a god, and make oft'erings to 
him ; and each is his own prieft, in order to worfliip his gods in what manner pleafes 
him beft. 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Negroes idolize fuch worthlefs nothings, 
by reafon that feveral amongft* them have no very unjufl; idea of the deity j for they 
aferibe to God the attributes of omniprefence, omnipotence, omnifcience and invifi- 
bilit^; befides which, they believe that he governs all things by his providence. By 
Veafon God is invifible, they fay, it would be abfurd to make any corporeal reprefen- 
tations of him, for it is impoffible to make any image of what we never faw : wherefore 
they have fuch multitudes of images of their idol gods, which they take to be fubordi- 
nate deities to the Supreme God, without confidering what fort of trifles they are, and 
only believe there are mediators betwixt God and men, which they take to be their 
idols. They -know enough of the ^evil to call all that is ill by that name, and believe 
themfelves obliged ,to worfliip and ferve him, to prevent his mifehieving them. The 
devil is not reprefented by any particular image, or diftinguilhed from their idols any 
otherwife than in theijr intention only ; for, to the very fame image they erne time make 
offerings to God, and at another, to the devil j fo that one image ferves them in the 
two capacities of god and devil. 
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They talk very much concerning the apparition of tWj^hofta of their 3eccafed an- • 
ceftors or relations, which yet happens only to them in their fleep, when they come and 
warn tlwm to make this or that offering ; which, as foon as day approaches, they 
immediately do ; if they are unable, they will, rather than fail in this duty, borrow of 
others ; for they imagine that the negleft hereof would draw on (hem fonie heavy 
afllidion. If any perfon in raillery tells them they are only idle imaginations and drcair!:;, 
thefe will agree with them ; but add, it is a cuftom of our forefathers which we are 

# Hged to follow. Jiio other anfwer is to be obtained from them. 

Their daily offerings are not of great value, confiftir,^ only of a few boiled Jammes 
mixed with oil, which they lay before the images of their gods. Sometimes thev offer 
a cock ; but then the idol hath only the blood, bccaufe they like the ilefl) very well 
themfelves. I 

The great men make annual facrifices, which are performed in great (fate, and prove 
very expenfive ; not only by reafon of their killing great multitudes of cows, Iheep, 
and all forts of cattle, but becaufe that, befides, they give a folcmn feaft, making their 
friends very merry forfeveral days I'ucci flivcly, and withal make them prefenls. 

The feat of blifs or torment in the f uture life, they imagine to be the fea. They 
call the fhadow of a man, Paffadoor, or condudfor ; which they believe fliall teflify 
whether he hath lived well or ill ; if well, he is railed to great dignity in the mentioned 
place ; but if ill, he is to perifh with hunger and poverty j fo that tin y fend the happy 
and the damned to the fame place. 

Their falfe gods, or the trafh which reprefents them, arc fpread all over their houfes, 
and no place is free from them. Befides which, there arc alfo Jeveral finall huts eretk^d 
without the houf'e, which are likcuife filled with them, and whither tJtey fometimes go 
to facrifice. 

To conclude their ridiculous religion, 1 ihall add a imall account of their feffival:;, 
of which they have fo many, and difFcicut ones, that they ought nor to give place to 
tile Romanics. Their great feaff, called tfic Coral-feaft, happens in May, at which 
the King himfelf is prefent. The celebration of this pompous icllival, 1 this rear law 
at Benin. But of this more at large in the defeription of that city. 

Their Sabbath happens every fitih^day, which is very folemnly obferved 1)\ the great 
with the {laughter of cows, flicep, and goats; whilft the commonaliy kill dogs, cats, 
and chickens, or whatever their money will reach to. And of whatever is killed, 
large portions are diflributed to the neceflitous, in order to enable them, as every per- 
fon is obliged, to celebrate this feflival. 

One day in the year they alfo very expcnfively celebrate the deccafe of their anceflors 
or relations, in order to keep up the remembrance of them. 

They divide time into years, months, weeks, and days ; each of which is diflinguiflied 
by a particular name, and they reckon fourteen months to a year. 

Believing that I have faid enough of their idolatrous worfliip, it is time to vary the 
fubjedt. I cannot fay much of their wars ; for notwithflanding that they are con- 
tinually fallen on by the pirates or robbers, and their neighbours not fubjedt to the 
King of Benin, they yet are ignorant of the art of war ; for, being by necellity drawn 
into the field, their condudl is fo very confufed, (Hat they themfohv S are afhamed of 
it. They have no officers or commanders, and each man takes his own courfe, with- 
out regarding his neighbour. They are fo very cowardly, that nothing but the utmoft 
neceflity can oblige them to fight ; and even then they had much father fuffer the great- 
ell Ioffes than defend themfelves ; when their flight is prevented, they return upon the 
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enemy, but with fo little lljurage or conduft, that they foon fling down their arms, 
and either run away or furrender themfelves. 

Their weapons are cutlafles or hangers, fmall poniards, Aflaguays, together with 
bows and arrows, the latter of which are poifoned. They have alfo fliields, but fo 
light, and made of fmall bamboos, that they cannot ward off any thing that is forcible ; 
wherefore they are rather ornamental, than really ferve for defence. 

It is now time to treat of the animals of this country. Here is no want of tame 
heads, iiicii as horl'es, cows, Ihecp, dogs, cats, befides poultry, &c. all which attipi, 
equally good and cheap. The cattle here, though very fmall, are yet very good, efp^^^ 
(jially thofe parts of them tliat are eatable w'ith us, which arc of a good taftc. As for 
the remainder, the dogs ami cats, the Negroes evince this truth alfo, for they eat them 
Ifalher than any other benft. 

AVikl beads, as well vcwacious as others, are here alfo in great abundance. Among 
the fierce kind are reckoned the elephants, and then the lions and tigers. This country 
is prodigioufly full of the firff fort ; but I am not very fond of believing there are many 
lions or tigers, by rcafo’i 1 have never yet feen one of them, or indeed fo much as one 
of their Ikins ; which may ncwerthelefs proceed from the great cowardice of tlie Negroes, 
who d;ire not venture on lumting them, and confequently have none of their hides. 

Wild dogs or jackals are reported to be very numerous here ; they alfo tell us here 
are monkeys or i)aboons, which arc extraordinarily large, and will attack a body of 
men that is not too numerous for them. 

Here, as well a.'^on tlie Gold Coaft, are ail forts of apes, befides eatable wild hearts, 
wlucii are here fo abundant, that a good markfinan might live on the fport alone. 
Their quadrupeds confill of I'cveral forts of harts, wild hogs, and others. 

Amongfl their feathered kind, the principal are pheafants, partridges, both green 
and blue, turtle and ring-doves, ducks, crooked-bills, fnipes, divers, water-hens, and 
a fort of crown-birds. But by reafon the Negroes neither very much love, nor arc 
expert in the ufc of fire-arms, fcldom any wild bealls or fowl come to hand, except 
they happen to catch them in a net. They fometinies kill harts and wild fwine with 
their iMIiiguays, but very fcldom ; and whenever it happens, it is looked upon as fome- 
thing rare. 

'I'lic river, upw ards, is itot well ftored with fifli ; all that they eat here, coming from 
a place called Boca dc la Marc, or the mouth of the fea, where they are dried and 
fVnoked, but rnoft of it not being faltcd, taftes very ill, and llinks abominably. 

I'he fruits of the earth are, firff, com', or great Milhio j for they have none of the 
fmall fort. 'Fhc large Milhio is here cheap, but they do not efteem it; wherefore 
but little is lowed, whic’-. yet yields a prodigious quantity of grain, and grows very 
luxumutly, 

'J’hey fometimes employ the Ardra women to brew beer with this Milhio, but it 
proves difagrceablc and hot. 

Here are not many potatoes, but a prodigious abundant plenty of Jammes, which is 
alfo their moft ready diet. . They eat them with all fort of eatables inftead of bread ; 
wherefore they, are very careful that this fruit be planted and gathered in its proper 
feafon. , 

Here are two forts of beans, both which are very like horfe-beans ; they are of a hot 
difagrceablc tafte and unwholfomc. 

inever faw any rice' here, nor do I believe any grows in Benin, though the moralTy 
land near the river I'eems very proper for it. 
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The arboriferous fruits of Benin are two forts of coc^-nuts^Cormantyn apples, Pa-» 
quovens, bananas, wild figs and fome others, which are only known here, and are tjot 
extraordinary. 

The foil, a little diftant from the river, is extraordinarily fruitful ; and whatever is 
planted or fowed there, grows very well, and yields a rich crop. But clofe by the river 
the land is not good; for though what is fown/:oines up, yet the contagious damps of 
the river kill it. 

The inhabitants are very well Ikilled in making fevei al forts of dyes, as green, blue, 
‘'"'“black, red, and yellow. "J'he blue they prepare fron’ indigo, which grows here abun- 
dantly ; but the remaining colours are extracted from certain trees by fr'dl'on and 
decodlion. 

The Negroes here make foap, which is better than any all over Guinea ; and by rdS*- 
fon this wafhes very well, the Negroes’ deaths arc very dean. You know it is made 
upon the Gold Coaft with palm oil, banana leaves and the allies of a fort of wood, 
liie manner of making it here diflers very little. I'hat a prodigious quantity of cotton- 
trees mud needs grow here, you may reafonably conjodure, when I tell you, that not 
only all tlic inhabitants are clothed with it, but they annually export thoufands of wo- 
ven cloaths to other places. 

Thus iar have; I anfw'ered you on the heads which you propofed concerning Benin, 
fo that I have only tw'o remaining particulars, which are concerning the King’s revenue, 
and whether any tolls are levied here. As for the lird ; the King hath a very rich 
income, for his territories are very large and full of governors, and each knows how 
many bags of Boefies (the money of this country) he mud annually raid* to the King, 
which amounts to a vad funi, which it is impoflible to make any calculation of. Others 
of a meaner rank than the former, inflcad of money, deliver to the King, bulls, cows, 
fheep, chickens, Jammes and cloaths, in ihort, whatever he w'ants lor his houfe-keep- 
ing ; fo that he is not obliged to one f. rthing cxpence on that account, and confequently 
he lays up his whole pecuniary revenue untouched. 

Duties or tolls on imported and exported wares arc not paid here ; but every one 
pays a certain fum annually to the governor of the place w here he lives, for the liberty 
of trading. The vicen>y feuds part of it to the King ; lo that his revenue being deter- 
mined and fettled, he can eafily compute what he hath to cxpecl annually. 

The Europeans are here extraordinarily civilly treated ; for the cuftoms which we 
are obliged to pay for every ftiip to the King, the great lords, the governors of the place 
where we trade, the IVlcrcadors and Fiadors, or whatever perfons elfe w'ho have any 
demand upon us, do not amount to above fix pounds llerling, for which we become 
entirely free to trade. 

You alfo defired, that when an opportunity offered to get to the city oi Bsnin, 1 
fliould give you a particular defeription of it, 1 have now' twice lucccllively'had the 
happinefs to fee that city, which I ihall reprefeiit to you in its prefent Hate ; w'heuce you 
may judge how far what Dr. Dapper hath faid of it agrees with truth. 

The village of Benin, for it at prefent fcarcely deferves the name of a city, is the refi- 
dence of the great King of Benin, whence the whole land and river alfo borrow their 
name. It is fituate about ten miles landwards in from the village of' Agatton. The 
neighbouring country is flat, as is the village itfelf, which is at fedl about four miles 
large. The ffreets are prodigioufly long and broad, in which continual markets are 
kept, either of kine, cotton, elephants’ teeth, European warct>i or in Ihcrt whatever is 
to be come at in this country. Thefe markets are kept in the fore and afternoon each 

day* 
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Formerly this village was veity thickly and clofely built, and, in a manner, overcharged 
with inhabitants, which is yet vifiye from the ruins of half remaining houfes ; but at 
prcfent the houfes Hand liKe poor men’s corn, widely diftant from each other. The 
houfes are large and handfome, with clay walls, for here is not a ftone in the whole 
country fo big as a man’s fid. They are covered at the top with reeds, draw or leaves. 
The architedurc is paflable, confidering it in coniparifon with Negro buildings, and is 
very like the Axim way of buildiijg. The inhabitants of this village are all natives, for 
foreigners are not permitted to live here. 

There are feveral very rich men who live here, and attend continually at court, not 
troubling themfelves with either trade or agriculture, or any thing elfc, but leaving all 
their affairs to their wives and Haves, who go to all the circumjacent villages to trade 
ifi all forts of merchandises, or otherwife ferve for daily wages, and are obliged to bring 
the greateft part of their gain in trade or hire to their mailers. All male Haves here are 
foreigners, for the natives cannot be fold for Haves, but are all free, and alone bear the 
name of the King’s Haves : nor is it allowed to export any male Haves that are fold in 
this country, for they mull ftay there j but females may be dealt with at every one’s 
pleafure. 

I have already acquainted you with the employment of the great ; but that of the 
ordinary citizens is to loiter about whole days, till they hear of any Ihips being come 
I into the river, upon which they go thither to trade with what goods they have in ftore ; 
and if no fliips come, they fend their Haves to Rio Lagos, or other places, to buy HHi, 
of which they make a very profitable trade farther in-iand. 

The handicrafts keep to their work, without troubling themfelves with the court or 
trade. Others employ themfelves in agriculture, or fome fuch thing, in order to get 
their living. 

The ftreets being fo long and wide, as I have faid, are by the women kept very neat ; 
for here, as well as in Holland, every woman cleans her own door. 

The women here are as much Haves as in any place in this kingdom. They are 
obliged to keep the daily markets, look after their houfe-keeping and children, as well 
as their kitchens, and till the ground ; in Hiort, they have fo much employment, that 
they ought not to fit ftill ; notwithftanding which, they, difpatch it all very brilkly, and 
with a great deal of pleafure. They behave themfelves very obligingly to all, but more 
efpecially the Europeans, except the Portuguefe, which they do not like very well j but 
our nation is very much in their favour. 

The King’s court, which makes a principal part of the city, mull not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great plain, about which are no houfes, and liath, befides its wide ex- 
tent, nothing rare. The firft place we come into, is a very long gallery, if it muft have 
that nacie, which is fuftained by fifty-eight ftrong planks, about twelve foot high, inffead 
of pillars j thefe are neither fawed nor plained, but only hacked out. As foon as we 
are pall this gallery, we come to the mud or earthen wall, which hath three gates, at 
each. comer one, and another in the middle; the laft of which is adorned at the top 
with a wooden turret, like a chimney, about fixty or feventy foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large copper lhake, whole head hangs downward ; this ferpent is very well 
caff or carved, and is the fineft I have feen in Benin. Entering qne of thefe gates, we 
come into a plain about a quarter of a mile, almoft fquare, and enclofed wTth a low 
waU. Being come to the end of this plain, we meet with fuch another gallery as the 
firft, except that it hath neither wall nor turret. Some time fince, this gallery was half 
thrown down by (hunder, fince which no hand hath been laid to it to re-build it. This 
gallery hath a gate at each end, and palling through one of them, a third gallery offers 
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to view, differirtg from the former only in that the filanks* upon which k rells are* 
human figures ; but fo wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poffible to diftinguilh whe* 
ther they are moft like men or beafts, notwithftanding which, tny guides were able to 
diftinguilh them into merchants, foldiers, wild-beaft hunters, &c. J^hind a white car. 
pet we are alfo fhewn eleven men’s heads call; in copper, by much as good an artift as 
the former carver ; and upon each of thefe is an elephant’s tooth, thefe bong fome of the 
King’s gods. Going through a gate of this gallery, we enter another great plain and a 
^.fourth gallery, beyond which is the King’s dwelling-houfe. Here is another fnake, as 
upon the firft wall. In the firft apartment, at the enhance of the plain, is the King’s 
audience chamber, where, in prefence of his three great lords, I faw and -V'ke with 
him. He was fitting on an ivory couch under a canopy of Indian filk. I'e was a p^r^ 
fon of an afiablc mien, and about forty years old. I flood, according to cuftom, abotH* 
thirty paces diftant from him ; but defired, in order to obfcrve him the better, that I 
might approach nearer to him, which, though unufual, he fmiling granted ; and after 
he had beckoned me, I advanced to within eight or ten paces of him. There was no 
perfon in the hall befides the three mentioned great lords, the King, and a Negro with 
a drawn fword in his hand, that looked as fierce as a cabin fentry. 

Whatever any perfon would fay to the King, muft be firft told to thefe three, who 
then report it to him, and bring his anfwer, going thus continually to and from him> 
without any perfon’s being able to determine whether they faithfully report the meftages 
on either fide. 

On the King’s left hand, againft a fine tapeftry, I faw feven white fcoured elephants*^ 
teeth on pedeftals of ivory, which is the manner that alinoft all the King’s gods are 
placed within his houfe. I prefented the King with a ftlk night.gown, with which (as 
1 was afterwards told) he was highly pleafed ; but whilft 1 was with him, I faw nd 
marks of his fatisfad:ion, l>ecaufe it was brought to him covered, and he did not fee 
what it was till after my departure ; tor every thing which is brought to the King is in 
like manner covered with mats, and before and behind thefe prefents feveral Negroes 
march provided with white ftaves. All thofe who happen to meet them in this pof* 
ture, immediately make hafte out of the way, othCTwife they would be very well beaten. 
This precaution is taken to prevent all opportunity of poifoning the King’s goods, or 
killing him. 

The coral-feaft happened when I was at this great prince’s court ; which, though it 
affords nothing very extraordinary, I fhall yet give you fome defeription of, becaufe il 
is the only day in the year when the King appears publicly. He came moft magnifi. 
cently dreffed to the fecond plain, where, under a very fine canopy, was placed a feat 
for him ; and there alfo his wives and a great number of his officers of the firft rank, 
ail in their richeft dreffes, ranged themfelves around him, and foon after began^a pro- 
ceffion ; after which, the King alfo removed from his throne, in order to Sacrifice to 
the gods in the open air, and thdifeby begin the feaft ; which aftion is accompanied 
with the univerfal loud acclamations of his people. After palling about a quarter g£ 
an hour in this manner, he returned to, and again fat down in his place, where he ftaid 
two hours, in order to give the remainder of the people time to perform their devo. 
tions j which done, he returned home. The rem4inder of the day was fpent in fplendid 
treating and feafting, and the King caufed all forts of provifions and pardon>wine to be 
diftributed in common to all, and all the great followed his example j fo that, on that 
day, nothing is feen throughout the whole city but all poffible ftiarks of lejoicing. 

1 was not able to difeover the nature and intent of this coral-feaft, becaufe the Ne* 
"groes would not give me any account or explanation of it ; their only anfwer to that 
qudlion, whenever I put it, being, “ We do not know any thing of it.” 
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In the beginning of my defcriptlon of this city, I informed you of its mean ftate at 
prefent, and that the greateft part of it lies defolate ; which, indeed, is deplorable, by 
reafon the circumjacent country is as pleafant as could be wilhed, where no interpofing 
hill or wood rudely interrupts the agreeable profped of thoufands of charming trees, 
which, by their wide-extended branches full of leaves, feera to invite mankind to rc- 
pofe under their lhade. The ruin of this town and the circumjacent land was occa- 
fioned by the King’s caufing two kings of the ftreet to be killed, under pretence that 
they had attempted his life, though all the world was fatished of the contrary, and 
thoroughly convinced, that their overgrown riches were the true caufe of their death, 
that the King might enrich himfelf with their effefts, as he did indeed. After this bar- 
barity, the King found alfo a third man that ftood in his way, who, being univcrfally 
Beloved, was timely warned of that prince's intention, and accordingly took his flight, 
accompanied with three-fourths of the inhabitants of the town ; which the King obferv- 
ing, immediately aflcmbled a number of men from the bordering country, and caufed 
the fugitives to be purfued, in order to oblige them to return j but they were fo warmly 
received by this king of the ftreet and his followers, that they forced them to return 
with bloody nofes, and give their mafter an account of their mifadventure. But he 
refolving not to reft there, makes a frelh attempt, w'hich fuccecdcd no better than the 
former, which was not all ; for the fugitive, thoroughly incenfed and fluftied, came 
direftly to the city, which he plundered and pillaged, fparing no place but the King’s 
court ; after which he retired, but inceflfantly continued for the fpace of ton years to 
rob the inhabitants of Great Benin, till at laft, by the mediation of the Portuguefo, a 
peace was concluded betwixt him and the King, by which he was entirely pardoned all 
that was paft, and earneftly requefted by the King to return to his former habitation ; 
however, he would not truft himfelf there, but lives two or three days’ journey from 
Benin, where he keeps as great a court and ftate as the King. 

The returning citizens were afiably and amicably received by the King, and preferred 
to honourable offices, in order, by thofe means, to induce the reft to return, which 
probably they will not do, as being very well contented where they are ; wherefore, it 
is to be feared, that the greateft part of this town is ftill likely to continue uninhabited. 

This, fir, is all I can fay of Benin : nor can I, at prefent, give you any account of 
Rio de Calbary, becaufe I was not there, by reafon of the great mortality wliich hap- 
pened amongft our men ; but 1 hope once in my life to meet with an opportunity of 
going thither. I pafs over Rio de Gabon and Cabo Lopez di Gonfalvez, becaufe you 
yourfelf have been there j and for the lame reafon, 1 omit our arrival on the Gold 
Coaft. 

I have now only to add my wifhes, that thefe obfervations may in the lead contri- 
bute tr your fatisfaftion, and afl'ure you, that the writer hereof is very ambitious of 
being reckoned amongft your moft humble fervants, and fhall continue fo whilft 

David Van Nyendael. 

From on board the yacht, Johanna Maria, 

Sept. I, 1702. 
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A DESCRIPllOl^ OF THE TOOTH AND GRAIN COAST, &c. 

LETTER XXII. — The Author’s Departure from Elminay and Arrival at Acra, which 
he leaves f and fails to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, which he leaves after trading there, 
and fails along the EquinoHial Line / Arrival at the Upper Coajl about Cabo Monte ; 
the Author lands, and is very civilly treated by the Inhabitants ; a Defcription of the 
King’s Perfon, his Children, and the Multitude of ‘ns Wives. — The Indxfiry of the 
Inhabitants. — The Vegetables, Cattle, and Fijh of the Country. — They nmrtf us many 
Wives as they pleqfe ; their Habits, Religion, Wars, and Weapons.— ^Defcription of 
Cape Monte, and Departure from thence. — Hts Arrival at Cape Mizurado, and going 
on Shore ; feme Inhabitants of this Place robbed by the Englijh ; the Trade there ; 
a Defcription of the Place, and its Inhabitants ; the Women do all the Work, and the 
Men live idly ; fame Englijh made Prifoners by them ; a very fine River. — His De- 
parture from thence, arA Arrival at Rio Junk, bfore the Town of Corra, where he 
went on Jhore, and what he obferved there ; a Woman delivered of four Children at a 
Birth. — The Author’s, Departure and Arrival at Rio Sejlre ; a Defcription of that 
and the Village ; of the King and his Subjeds ; great Plenty of Rice ; their Trade ; 
Manner of burning the dead. — His Departure ; how the Land bears ; Anchoring before 
Sanguin ; Trade with the Natives, as alfo with thofe of Boffoe and Dattewa, who are 
very thievijh ; the Captain of Botiewa comes on board ; his CharaBer, — He faih by 
Battewa and Sino ; Arrival at Sejlro Crou, which is a fine Village ; he fails by Wappo 
and Cape Das Palmas, and arrives at Druwin, where he trades ; the Natives have 
very Jharp Teeth, are very favage, and Lovers of human Flejh. — Rio St. Andrces is 
fo wide and deep, that it is naviga’-'' with fmall Ships ; the Inhabitants are barbarous, 
but the Country pleafant and fruitful. — The Author’s Departure and dropping Anchor 
before Cape La Hoe, where there is a great Village and River ; the Natives affable and 
very traBable in Bufinefs . — His Departure and pajfing Jaque La Hoc, and the Bottom- 
lefs Pit i Arrival at Afftne, but failing by it ; Account of the French Garrifon there; 
Sailing by Cape Apolonia ; Arrival at Axim, and Conclufion of the Voyage. 

Sir, 

PURSUANT to your orders, this ferves to furnifli you with an account of our voy- 
age, and the countries where we traded. But making but a few days’ ftay on feme of 
them, I am not, therefore, fo able to oblige you with a large account of the national 
conftitution or manners of the inhabitants, as I could wilh 1 were ; fu tliat 1 can only 
defire you to believe, that if my relation &lls fliort of your expedation, the fiiuJ*; is to 
be charged on want of opportunity to gratify you, but not in the leaft to want of in- 
clination. * 

After having taken our leaves under the falvo of a cheerful glafs, we weighed anchor 
and began our voyage. I wo days after we arrived at Acia, where we executed our 
commiflion, left that place, and Iteered our courfe to Cape Lopez di Gonfalvez, where 
we arrived without, any copliderable accident in our paifage on the — I Ihall not de- 
feribe this Cape to you, who have vifited it yourfelf, but fliall Inly inform you, that 
after having concluded our trade there, we left it on the — — , and inclined 
to the weft, failing along thelEquinodial, till we came high enough to make the Upper 
, Coaft. I 
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About ten in the everting, on the 28th of November, we mdde land : and in the 
morning found ourfelves about ten miles above Cape Monte. The land here bears 
low and flat to the mentioned cape. It is furnilhed with numerous villages ; but not 
one Negro coming on board us, we were refolved to depart without anchoring and 
make for the cape, where we happily arrived the following day. 

After which I immediately loaded a parcel of goods into the boat, and therewith 
went on fhore, intending to try whether I could deal for any elephants’ teeth, which 
fometimes are plenty there. 

As foon as I landed I found the whole Ihore filled with Negroes, who very civilly 
welcomed me, and conduced me to their houfes, juft beyond the fliore, making out 
three fmall villages, the whole amount of which was not full thirty houfes. 

As foon as I was come into one of thefe great villages, 1 was treated with feveral 
pots of wine, and defired to ftay the arrival of their King ; which I agreeing to, after 
having paffed an hour. His Majefty appeared, accompanied with a party of men. I 
rofe up in order to meet him before he entered the village, and to falute him with a 
profound reverence. 

He, as well as the reft, bid me heartily welcome, and we went into the village, 
where we fat down together. After foine converfaiion I alked His Majefty, whether 
there was any probability of trading to any purpofe here ; but was anfwered ihat they 
had not at prefent any ftock of elephants’ teeth ; wherefore I was obliged to content 
myfelf with two, there being then no more to be gotten. 

This King was an elderly man, as appeared by his grey head and Iteard. His name 
was Jan de Cabo Monte, fo called from the point of that name. lie was cloihed, or 
rather hung w'ith a brown cloak, and a woollen cap on his head j fo that his whole 
equipage, if fold to the brokers, w’ould not yield forty Aillings. 

I was informed, that he was blelTcd with fixteen children, twelve fons and four 
daughters. On each of the firft of which he hath beftowed the government of a 
village containing eight huts ; for houfes they cannot, with any manner of juftice, be 
called. 

The daughters alfo did their beft to pafs honeftly through the world ; but their 
principal trade lay in relieving the travellers’ neceflities at a very reafonable price. 

If the Negroes are to be credited, the King had not above four hundred wives, who 
all live with him in one village, about three miles in-land from the river-fide. 

This is a very fine river, which begins juft beyond the Ihore, without entering the 
fea above once in a year, when, by reafon of the great rains, it overflows. Its courfe 
is extended far in-land, and according to the report of the Negroes, difembogues 
itfelf into the river Sierra Leone, which is a good diftance from this place. 

TK? inhabitants of Cabo Monte are induftrious to the laft degree. Their employ- 
ments chiefly confift in planting of rice, and boiling of fait; both which all the 
Negroes are obliged to do for the King, whofe Haves they are accounted. 

The product of this land confifts of a fmall quantity of great Milhio, Jammes, po- 
tatoes and rice. The arboriferous fruits here, as well as on the Gold Coaft, are 
Paquovers, bananas, ananas, &c. 

They are not very, well ftored with cattle ; for they have neither kinc nor hogs, 
and but a few iheep ; alfo not many chickens, but they are good. Here are enough 
of elephants, tygers, buffaloes, harts, and other wild beafts. Nor is there here the 
leaft want of fifh ; the river is full of them, and they catch them with large nets. 

Each man here, at pleafure, marries as many wives as he can maintain, and by. 
realbn fhe women work hard, their keeping is not very expenfive. They feem alfo 
10 to 
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to live very contentedly with their wives, and not to be much concerned if they fome- 
titnes venture pn unlawful pleafures with other men. 

Thp habit of thefe Negroes is very like Ihifts, with wide fleeves, which hang dowri 
to the knees ; or indeed it is more like a furplice ; but the women do not wear this 
habit, but inllead thereof a narrow cloth wound about their middles, and tucked in at 
their fides to fallen it, without being at the trouble of doing it by a girdle, as on the 
Gold Coafts ; nor do they wear garters like them. , Sometimes they Ihamelefsly go 
naked, as if they were proud of what Nature bellows on them in common wdth the 
reft of their fex. 

I alked them what religion they profelTed ; and was anfwered that it princ^i^Jy con* 
filled in reverencing and obeying their King and the governor fet over them, with- 
out troubling themfelves with what was above them. 

When I enquired after their wars with other countries, they told me, they were not 
often troubled with them ; but if any difference happened, they chofe rather to end 
the difpute amicably, than to come to arms : wherefore their bows and arrows (thfir 
only weapons) ferve rather for ornament than military ufes. 

This being all I have to fay of Cape Monte, I lhall take leave of it with only ac- 
quainting you that the cape is a very high mountain, which, as we come from the fea, 
looks like a lofty illand feparated from the coail. The country hereabouts is very 
pleafant, and alfo feems very fertile. The coail of Cape Monte extends fouth-eall and 
by call, and north-weft and by weft, and is all over flat land. 

We departed thence, and arrived on the 25th before Cape Mizurado, which is alfo a 
high hill, though not fo high as that of Cape Monte. They are about ten miles diftant 
^ from each other. v 

We call anchor, but not one Negro coming on boa?,', I Hepped into the chalop, 
and went on Ihore ; and after having ftaid awhile on the ftrand, fome Negroes came 
to us ; and being defirous to be informed why they did not come on board, I was 
anfwered that about two months before, the Englilh had been th- re with two large 
vefl'els, and had ravaged die country, deftroyed all their canoes, plundered their 
houfes, and carried olF fome of their people for Haves ; upon which the remainder fled 
to the in-land country, where moll of them were at prefent : fo that here not being 
much to be done lor us, we were obliged to return on board, having not been able in 
two days time to come at above three hundred weight of teeth. 

The land betwixt both the laft-mentioned capes is perfeftly Hal and even ; the coaft 
bears as above. Two miles weft of this place are three villages, containing about 
twenty houfes each, which, indeed, were the fineft I faw in my whole voyage. Each 
of them had three neat apartments, and covered at the tops, like our hay-ricks in Hol- 
land. In one of thefe houfes are commonly lodged fifty or fixty men, womeA, and 
children, all which confufedly intermix in their lodging : the women are handfome, 
and, as the men inform me, are permitted to earn w'hat money they pleafe witli their 
bodies. I found all the inhabitants civil and good-natured people. Two old men here 
pretended to be captains, and obliged me to pay feven pound of copper as cuftomr 
By reafon of the injuries which they received from the Englifli, they were fo timorqus, 
that they would not venture on board any Ihip. ” And if any perfon come armed on 
fliore, they immediately fly. 

The men do not much trouble themfelves with working, but rather leave that to 
their wives, as believing they have fufficiently fatigued themfelkes with trading a little, 
moftly in palm-wine, wWch is very plenty and good here. They feem to give them- 
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felves no mor^ trouble about religion, than their ndghbours of Cape Monte, being very 
folicitous about nothing but eating and drinking, and making meriy. 

•What hath been faid of the habits, cattle, and fruit, of the former, may allb ferve 
them : they tell us they live in peace with all thdlr neighbours, and have no notion of 
any other enemy than the*Englifh, of which nation they had taken fome then, and 
publicly declared that they would endeavour to get as many of them as the two- 
mentioned fhips had carried off of their natives. Thefe unhappy Englilh were in 
danger of being facrificed to the memory of their friends, which fome of their nation 
carried off. 

I /liould now take leave of Cape Mizurado, if I did not find myfelf obliged to fay 
fomething concerning the river, which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and is fi^ve or fix 
foot deep in the entrance, fo that in calm weather it is eafily navigable with fmall 
boats or chalops. It takes its courfe weftwards three miles from hence, and eaftwards 
diredlly to Rio Seftre, whither the natives daily pafs in their canoes, and trade either 
in the natural produce of the country, or elephants’ teeth, by reafon that a much 
greater number of fhips come to Rio Seltre than here. 

On the aSth of we weighed anchor, and left this cape, fleering eaft along 

the fhore. The coaft bears, and the land fhcws as above, for five miles from Mizurado, 
where, at three different places, we difcover different land ; the firft of which is not 
very high, the laft higher, and the middlcmoft higher than both. We did not fee fo 
much as one Negro, or any village, till we were advanced three miles farther eafl- 
ward, where, by reafon of the calm, we were obliged to anchor, and towards the 
evening we faw fire on the fhore, whence we conjeftured that there was a village, and 
the natives made that fign to exprefs their inclination to trade with us, wherefore we 
continued there till next day ; but no perfon coming near us in the morning, we 
weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage till noon, when we cafl anchor once more in 
Rio Junk, and flayed till evening, but faw neither Negroes nor canoes, fhe land 
hereabouts fhews low and flat ; but farther in-land, difeovers three hills j the two firft 
of which are fituate weft of Rio Junk, appearing perfedlly round, and the largeft in 
the middle. 

The entrance of Rio Junk difcharges itfelf into the fea, and at the point four high 
trees difcover themfelves, two of which are adorned with crowns or round tops, and 
the other two, which are the higheft, are fomewhat thorny. Hereabouts the land 
fhews chiefly even and doubled. A mile eaft of Rio Junk, are two large clefts, which 
render this cape very diftinguifhable ; befide that, it may be eafily known by the mul- 
titude of rocks, of which the fhore is full, and againft which the fea continually beats 
in a terrible manner. We faw the fires made by the Negroes, to advertife one another, 
that there were fhips in fight, but by reafon nobody came on board us, I am of opinion, 
that they are fait villages. The coaft here extends from eaft to fouth, and from weft 
to, north. 

We failed on till three miles weft of Rio Seftre, where a canoe full of Negroes came 
on board us, who defire4 us to anchor before their village, which was fituate in a 
pleafant wood, which I did, they informing me that they had a good flock of ele- 
phants’ teeth. ^ * 

This village is called Corra, and not till this occafion known to the feamen. The 
burning of the fea was fo very fierce here, that it was impoflible to come afhore with 
boat or chalop ; wherefore I went into a canoe, in which, though it was filled yrith 
water, the Negroes carried me fafe on fhore. I was fo defirous of feeing this new- 
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difcovered country* that I heartily wiihed to meet with a good opportunity of trading , 
to detain me here. 

As foon as I was landed, I alked my black pilot where their village or dwelling was ; 
he led tne about a quarter of a mile into the wood, where I difcovered two fmall tnifer- 
ably-built fait villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix houfes, whofe inhabitants^ 
who were very bufy in boiling fait, feemed to be wild-men, none of them befides my 
guide having ever, I believt', feen any white men. I could not fpeak one word with 
any of them : my guide, who fiibuld have been interpreter, was fo ignorant of tongues, 
that it was not without difficulty that I made him und -iftand me with words and figns. 
However wild and ftrange they might feem at firft, they yet afterwards appL’!»:.-d very 
dvil and courteous ; for after I had walked through their country, I defigned to return, 
becaufe I faw no teeth ; but an old man, that looked like their governor, would not 
fuffer me, but caufed my canoe to be brought from the fliore into his village ; and de- 
fired, before my departure, that I would eat and drink with him, which, being hungry, 

1 readily confented to. The old man did every thmg he was able to treat me well, 
after which he confented to my departure, under condition that I would come again 
next day. 

Thefe Negroes are undoubtedly happy in a numerous iflue, and the women very 
fruitful, for I accidentally faw a woman laden with four children, and afking my inter- 
preter whether they all came at one birth, he anfwered in the affirmative, which in- 
duced me to beftow a chai itable prefent on .the mother and her children ; after which I 
again ftepped into the caime, and caufed myfelf to be carried to our chalop, fending 
my thanks to the old gentlemen, and telling them, that if they had any goods to trade 
with, they might come to Rio Seftre, where I defigned to fpend fome days. 

As foon as 1 came on board, we weighed anchor, and failed on to Rio Seftre, and 
arrived in the road the 3 d of Dect inber. Before Rio Seftre the land is very low, 
and beyond it there are two high nills, one of which appears like a femicircle or 
rainbow. 

About a mile weft of this place, are two great rocks, and about as far eaftward a 
point of land ftretches into the fea, fo that this place is eafy to be known. 

The entrance of this river from the fea is full of rocks, which yet lie fix foot under 
water, wherefore it is eafy to pafs over them all with laden boats and chalops, except 
two of them, which appear above water, and are to be avoided. 

The village is fituated clofe to the Ihore, on a rifing ground, and contains about 
fixty houfes, which ate very neatly built, and fo high, that fome of them appear three 
miles out at fea. The buildings here differ from thofe of Mizurado, only in that here 
are more ftories. 

Rio Seftre is a very fine and pleafant river ; the banks on each fide are thickly.fvt with 
high and low trees. Several rivulets, and fmall fprings difeharge themfelves into this 
river ; but what adds to the charms of this river, befides the trees, is the muldtude of 
villages all along its banks ; amongft which is that of the King, fituated about three 
miles up the river, and compofed of about thirty houfes. 

The King, who is a filver-haired very old man, declark that all the in hab itants of 
his village are really defeended from him, whichris very probable, they not being very 
numerous. He, like the great or principal men hereabouts, ' affumes an European 
name, which is Peter. He is a very agreeable, obliging man, and ail his fubjefts are 
very civil, as well as very laborious m agriculture and the purfuit of their trade. 

Their habit, fruits of the earth* cattle, and fifli, are the fame with the before- 
mentbaed people. 
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• Thefe countries feem to live in perfe£t peace with other countries^ for all hereabouts 
we hear of no other wars than a few Ikirmifhes which formerly happened with the in- 
land Negroes, who burned their village by furprife: but they took moll of theni 
prifoners, and fold them, which entirely ended the war. 

. The inhabitants, as I have already hinted, are very indullrious, efpecially in the 
planting of rice, which is their chief employment. Rice increafes fo prodigioully here, 
that in a very Ihort time we eafily get enough to load a Ihip. Thofe above the common 
rank drive a perpetual trade in rice, Malaget, and elephants’ teeth, though the quan^- 
tity of the laft is very fmall. 

I cannot omit their ftrange manner of burial, having had the opportunity of obferv- 
ing an inftance of it, in the interment of an old woman, during the time of my trading 
here. As foon as dead, her corpfe was covered with a cloth, and the people of the 
whole village, neither old nor young excepted, came and ranged themfelves in very good 
order round the corpfe, and each of them was provided with a few Banana leaves to 
lhade and defend the old woman from the heat of the fun. The »»cn, in a defperate 
and diftraded manner, run about the houfe of the deceafed, continually and diftnally 
howling, inlbmuch that if llie had been but half dead, it had been fufficient to have 
accelerated her departure. The women, which fat round the body, alfo began to lift 
up their voices, as not being willing to be out-done ; and if I were to be judge, 1 could 
fcarcely determine which of the foxes made the greatell noife. .;This jarring difeord con- 
tinued inceffant for the fpace of twenty -four hours. But, on the fecond day, there was 
a fmall cefl'ation ; by reafon that an empty canoe was brought juft before the dwelling 
of the deceafed, into which the corpfe was laid ; next which was placed a pot of rice, 
and another of palm-wine, in order to fupply her, if Ihe happened to be either hungry 
or thirfty on her journey ; and after that the canoe was filled with all forts of green 
plants. After this the mourning cry was renewed, and continued about half an hour ; 
next to which appeared ten young vigorous fellows, who took up the corpfe and canoe, 
both which they carried to the river, in order to be tranfported to the place of her 
nativity, and buried there. Which I at firft conjeftured to be in obedience to the 
laft teftament of the deceafed ; but was afterwards informed, that it was cuftomary for 
every perfon to be buried at the place of his birth, though he happened to die at 
never fo great a diftance from thence ; and that though the deceafed had not left any 
effefts behind to defray the expence, the neighbours were yet obliged to bear the 
charge. The old woman was then carried up the river and buried, and three days 
afterwards the friends and relations returned home, and brought with them a Iheep 
and a good quantity of palm-wine, to keep the burying-feaft. I kept near them, in 
order to obferve them ; but they no fooner faw me, but invited me to participate with 
them J^hich I was eafily perfuaded to, by reafon I had been dealing for rice the whole 
day, and had not eaten. I ate and drank very heartily with them, as long as either 
wine or eatables lafted, thinking 1 had been very well treated, but next morning found 
my error j for the relations and the whole Company came and brought me a feurvy 
reckoning, and I could not get rid of them, without making each of them a particular 
prefent ; when I. fummed up the matter, I found that the expence of the whole feaft 
was defrayed out of n:\y pocket, which obliged me to clap down as a memorandum in 
my note-book, never again to venture to an old woman’s funeral. 

This, fir, is all I have to fay concerning Rio Seftre, which 1 Ihould have gone far- 
ther up, and have more particularly vifited the country, if any-body had been with me 
to take care of our trade, or we had not been bound farther. But the Englilh Ihips . 
generally come fo thick upon this Coaft, that without utmoft diligence in my port, I 
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could not exped: to do any thing. Nay, at laft we found trade here at fuch a tow * 
ebb, that we were obliged to leave this place on the j i th of December, not flaying 
here above eight days. 

Sailing then from Rio Seftre we found the fhore plain double land. The coaft ex- 
tends north-weft and fouth-eaft. Three miles below Rio Seftre is a great mountainous 
rock, on which grows a very high tree : this place is called Little Seftre ; and about a 
mile and half farther eaft, a point juts into the fea ; on the land next which appears a 
great rock, which is white at the top, and at fea look ; like a fhip under fail. 

A little below this we dropped anchor, before the village of Sanguin'^it wh-re we 
could deal but to a fmall value. 

Whilft we lay here the Negroes of Boffoe and Bottewa came on board us with a 
canoe, laden with Malaget, for which they defired only Annabaffes j fo that I dif- 
pofed of all I had to them in two days'^time. 

I found no other difference of the Negroes of Sanguin, than that thefe were bigotted 
to a very pernicious opinion, that dextrous robbery is very lawful and expedient; 
w'hcreforc we are obliged to deal very cautinufly, for they readily buy whatever com- 
modities they fee, but are fure never to pay for them. 

The land about Sanguin is eafily dillinguifhed by feveral high trees, which fhew 
themfelves eafhvards of it. 

About a mile eaft of S;mguin lies Boffoe, which may be known by a plain fand- 
point, is environed with large and fmall rocks. Here a Negro came on board, who 
called himfelf James, and pretended to be captain of Boffoe; hefpoke a confufed.fort 
of language, being a mixed jargon of Englifh and Portuguefe. He feemed a great 
lover of the female fex, which was the whole fubjed with which he entertained us. 
He told us, unaJked, that he had ten wives, and out of good hufbandry gracioufly 
now and then bellowed one of them his fon Jooft, who was on board with him. 

When we reprefented to him the wickednefs of fuch an adion, and told him, that 
no place in the world allowed it, he laughed aloud, and faid, “ liiat they were, then, 
fools to infifl on fuch a trifle ; and that, as his people were better informed, they 
aded accordingly.’* 

We fent thefe heroes on fhore, and left Boffoe, in order to purfue our voyage. 

Ab<iut three miles farther, is the village of Bottewa, fituate on the fhore ; and half 
a mile well of it, a great rock appears in the fea ; and about a mile below Bottewa, 
another rock, very like the former, difcovers itfelf ; a mile beyond which, the high 
land of Bottewa appears, confifting of a multitude of high hills. We traded for fome 
grain or Malaget, while we were failing, without fo much as anchoring ; for which 
reafon 1 had no opportunity of obferving the country and its inhabitants, though I 
believe they do not much differ from thofe of Boffoe. 

A mile-and a half beyond Berttewa, is the village Sino, which is diftinguifhable by a 
great rock upon a fand-point, jutting a little into the fea ; behind that is a great river, 
which, according to the report of the Negroes, extends itfjlf far in-land, and is not 
much lei's confiderable than Rio Seftre. I could not come at any farther information, 
for the Negroes fpeak fuch a barbarous language ^hat they are no’- to ‘be underftood 
without difficulty. The coaft extends itfelf here fouth-eaft and by' eaft, and north-weft 
and by weft ; the land is very even. 

We failed from hence, and came the fioth of December to Sjeftre Crou, The land 
is here flat and low, the village is beautiful and large, and rather larger and more ex- 
tenfive than Elmina. Behind it the land is higher, and adorned with a good number of 
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large, thoogK Ifcaflefs trees. There are two great rocks on the Ihore, about half a 
mile dillant from each other, by all which marks this plage is eafily known. 

The Negroes here feemed to be a good fort of people, Ihonefl: in their dealings, and 
much more regular than thofe who live liighcr up. Their language in utterly unintel* 
ligible ; wherefore it is impoflible to learn any thing of their manners and cuftoms. The 
cattle ai)d iruits here are like thofe at other places, they bang well fumifhed with both. 
The filhery and the fifh are not at all different from thofe on the Gold Coaft. 

Having fmifhed our trading affairs here, we failed on to the village Wappo, about 
three miles diftant from Seflre Crou. The marks of this [^ace are feveral high ftrag- 
gling trees, which appear upon a high hill beyond the Ihore ; the tops of thefe trees 
appear very red at a diftance. Before Wappo a very large rock difcovers itfelf, which 
feeins feparated from the Ihore, though really on it. As we failed by the land, it ap- 
peared but faintly, if at all. The coaft ftretches eaft-fouth-eaft, and weft-fouth-weft ; 
all, or at leaft as far as we could fee of it, flat land, to about three miles weft of 
Cabo das Palmas, where a point of land juts into the fea, which, at a diftance, looks 
like a dolphin, and hath a large village on it, and four trees in the midft of it, which 
we took to be cocoas. 

We made our ufual fign to invite the Negroes on board us, but none coming, w'e 
did our beft to double the mentioned cape, which fbmetimes proves difHcult enough, 
if we are too near the Ihore. We paffed it notwithftanding, in the night, the 25th of 
December, and not obferving any villages or Negroes next day, we purfued our courfe 
to Druwin. The coaft from cape Palm to Druwin bears eaft and by north, and weft 
and by fouth, about twenty-fix miles, all high and flat land. 

On the 26th ditto, in the evening, and next day, foine Negroes, in three canoes 
laden with elephants’ teeth, came on board us, and after giving them their Dasje, or 
prefent, I dealt with them for the ivory at the deareft rate. 

1 never yet faw more covetous men, or greater favages. They begged every thing 
they faw ; and if we deny them, or fpeak warmly to them, as to other Negroes, they 
inunediately leap over-board and make to land ; fo that we can fcarcely trade with thefe 
people, otherwife than to confiderable lofs. 

Their teeth, with which they eat human flefli, when they can come at it, were as 
lharp as awls ; wherefore I fhould not advife any to fet foot on land here, who is not 
fond of being buried in their bellies. 

The land-marks here are very plain, and render this country eafily diftinguifliable, 
partly by its height and lofty trees, but principally by reafon of three or four lar^e 
villages which there difcover themfelves, each of which is fituate about half a mUe 
fro£2 the other. Behind the laft village appears a high point to the eaft, where the 
land begins to grow into a promontory, in which is the large river of St. Andrew, 
which difcharges itfelf into the fea, and takes its courfe, according to the Negroes, weft- 
wards, and is fo wide and deep, that it is navigable with barks, with which we might 
come in and trade, if we were but affured the natives would not moleft us, which no 
perfon is able to give us a fatisfaflory affurance of, fince here the inhabitants are the 
greateft brut& on the whole Coaft ; and whoever trades here, ought to keep fpies aloft ■ 
to prevent his being' furprized by them. 

Thefe barbarians are poffeffed of a country which affords them an envied plenty of 
all manner of provifion j for Milhio, Jammcs, Paquovens, Bananas, and in Ihort, 
whatever the Gold Coaft produces, is here very plenty ; and they havC' befides great 
abundance of kine, iheep, poultry, &c. as alfo wild beafts, and, indeed, want nothing 
neceflary to the fupport of life j all which we may juftly grudge them, becaufe out of 
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pure croffnefs they will not fell any, except the worft part of them, which they do not 
like themfelves, and that at a„very dear rate. 

We find even in this age feveral who doubt, whether there are any wild men in the 
world fo far degenerated from human nature as to kill and eat their own fpecies ; for 
they fay, “ If there were any fuch, they would not be diftinguilhed from brutes by 
any thing but their fpeech, which feems to chilh with the divine goodnefs, which 
endowed man only with a rational foul, that he. might know what was necelTary for 
him befides which, tiiey take it for granted, that .10 man can properly be called 
wild, but fuch a one as like the hearts, feparated from all fociety, palTeth i.id life in 
woods and waldernefl'es, without any regard to divine or human laws ; atid that fmee 
none of thefe men were ever obferved from the beginning of the world, they venture 
to conclude, that there never was, nor never will be any fuch. But this argument 
feems very weak ; for experience hath long fince convinced us, that there arc men- 
eaters in the world. Antiquity hath left us accounts of it ; and it is from time to time 
confirmed by a crowd of authors. Our North Holland preacher hath clearly proved 
it ; and though he is not always in the right, yet what he faith of the Brazilians and 
other neighbouring nations, is undoubted truth. But what need I to apply to other 
witned'es, vvhilrt you yourfelf have experienced the truth of it in thofc in-land Negroes 
which come from the country beyond Ardra, who imagine, that we buy them and 
carry them oft' only in order to eat them ; which jealoufy would not probably enter 
their thoughts, if they did not certainly know that there were man-eaters in the world : 
and as to what they farther fay concerning wild-nien, 1 will readily own, that there 
are no fuch wild-men as they deferibe in the world, if they will but allow on the other 
fide, that fome men diil'er from the other fo much, that fome may be comparatively 
called wild, or brutes, which doth not proceed from this, that they as well as we are 
not endowed with a rational foul ; bu' from their reafonable fouls being degenerated 
by barbarous ufages, and for want of converfation with civilized natiens. Nor are ex- 
amples wanting of men, who by accidents which happened in their youth, have been 
obliged to continue feveral years in the woods, which in procefs of time rendered them 
fo wild, that they afterwards bcxaine afraid of and fled, from all men. But enough of 
this, let every one believe what he pleafes. 

On the 29th we left this progeny of Cham, and fteered foiith-eaft and by fouth ; i. c; 
after iailing a mile and a half we came to the Sixteen Red^ Cliffs, which take up in all 
about three miles in length, and in clear weather are vifible fix or feven miles out at 
fea. I found here neither Negroes nor villages. The Coaft bears as above ; and from 
Druwyn to Cape Lahoe is about twenty-feven miles. 

On the 30th ditto, we anchored before Cape Lahoe. The land declines here, anh is 
very low on the fea-fide. The village is very large, and feems to ftretch about a mile 
along the Ihore. Betwixt the houfes throughout the whole place arc multitudes 
of cocoa-trees, as at Axim ; and if this land were lb high as that, and had a fort built 
in the midft of the town, it would not be much unlike that^ in any thing befides the 
largenefs of the village. About three miles on land beyond the village, are feveral 
high hills ; and a mile weft of Cape l^ahoe is a large river, whiclj runs to the river 
of St. Andrew, and a great many miles into the in-land country, as alfo eaftwards, 
though not very far; for failing but a few miles eaftward, our courle 'S ftopped 
by land. 

The Negroes feem here affable and civil, and were very eafy to be dealt with, only 
they held their elephants’ teeth fomewhat deaf at that time. But that wac occafioned 
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by the great numbers of Englifli and Dutch interlopers, though moft of the firft, which 
had lately been here. 

This place is as plentifully bleffed with provifions as Druwyn, with this difference 
only, that it is better and cheaper. I cannot fay much more concerning this place, 
only inform you, what the Negroes told me, that they were very populous, and were 
ruled by one chief captain or governor. 

Having done our bufinefs we weighed anchor, and purfued our voyage to Jaque 
Lahoe, about three miles farther, the Coaft bearing in the fame manner. We were 
informed by the Negroes, that they had no flock of elephants' teeth ; wherefore we 
refolved to fail to the Bottomlefs Pit (fo called from an imagination that it really is fo ; 
but the contrary hath been experienced), about four miles farther. 

The land from below, or a little weft ward of Cape Lahoe, to Jaque Lahoe, is dif- 
tinguifhed in the maps and charts by the name of the Quaqua Coaft ; but wherefore 
fo called I cannot determine, unlefs it be, that fome compare the fpeech of thefe 
Negroes to the noife of ducks, which I cannot confirm to you, becaufe 1 could not 
obferve fo remarkable a difference betwixt their language and that of other Negroes, as 
fhould make it found hke Quoaking. The natives call their country Adouw, and 
themfelves Adouwfians ; but we follow our chart and call them Quaquaans. 

You are.probably acquainted with the expert fwimming and diving of thefe Negroes, 
which 1 have feveral times feen with furprize. Whenever they were on board, and 
1 threw a firing of coral, or any thing elfe into the fea, one of them would immediately 
dive after it, and though almoft got to the bottom, fetch it up again. This they feldom 
milled of, and were fure of what they brought up as their reward. 

We paffed the night in the Bottomlefs Pit, and arrived in the morning at Affmee, 
which we guefs to be about feven miles below the mentioned Pit. The Coaft here 
bears eaft by fouth. Here are no elephants’ teeth, but gold to be traded for ; but we 
had no orders to deal in that commodify, wherefore we failed by Allinee. Notwith- 
ftanding which, fome Negroes in a canoe conie on board me ; I afkcd them, “ How 
they agreed with the French ?” they anfwercd, “ That all the Caboceroes of Affmee, 
together with their fubjedts, were gone from thence, and had fettled a mile above the 
village ; where they continued at prelent, without entertaining the leall commerce or 
correfpondence with the French, who had only a bare lodge on the Ihore, eticompalfed 
with palifadoes, and provided with five pieces of canon, and then guarded by eight 
men, who were well iurnilhed with provifions, left there by the French Ihips, but were 
fometimes in great want of water, which the Negroes always endeavoured by force to 
keep them from fo that thefe Negroes were of opinion, that the French, unlels they 
retfeived fome afliftance from Europe, could not long fubfill there, but would be ob- 
liged to abandon the place upon the firft opportunity. 

Time will difeover what part of this relation deferves credit, though I believe that 
the French are not in fuch a wretched condition as they reprefented them. 

The Coaft from Affmee to Cape Apollonia bears eaft-fouth-eaft ; the Coaft is in all 
parts furnilljed with great and fmall villages : but no Negroes came on board us ; 
wherefore I canuoj give you any tecount of this country or their inhabitants. 

The now mentioned Cape appears to be low plain ground ; bchmd it are three high 
bills, which are its diftinguilhing marks ; without them it would not deferve the name 
of a Cape, than which it is nothing lefs, and would be failed by without ever being 
feen. From hence to Axim feems to be about feven miles, though others think it 
more. The land betwixt both places is very low, and adorned with thoufands of 
cocoa-trees. The fhcre is extraordinarily broad, flat, and looks as if paved with bricky 
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and is a fine road to travel on with coaches, or chaifes, as in Holland. At the end of 
this fliore is Rio Cobre, about half a league above Axim ; but you yourfelf being better 
acquainted with this Coaft than 1 can pretend to, I lhall conclude this account of my 
voyage, with humbly defiring your kind acceptance of ray relation, affuring you, that 
I have not failed to note every thing which was remarkable. Wherefore, after requelt- 
ing the continuance of your fiivours, I take the liberty to fubfcribe myfelf. 

Your obedient fervant, 

From on board the yacht Johanna Jacoba, John Snoek. 

before Axim, Jan. the ad, 1702. 


4A 2 



( snf ) 


■ HISTORY 

OF 

LOAN GO, K A KONGO, 

AND OTHER KINGDOMS IN AFRICA. 

By the Abbe Proyart.* 


CHAP. I. — - Deftgn and Divifion of the Work. 

IT is furprlfmg enough, that though our veffels habitually frequent the coafts of 

Loango, Congo, and other kingdoms in Africa, and our merchants have ware- 
houfes there, yet we know abfolutely nothing of what pafl'cs in the interior of thofe 
flates, and what the people are who inhabit them. We land among them, give them 
European merchandize, take in flaves, and return. No one hitherto had penetrated 
into the country as an obferver ; no one at leaft had remained there a fufficient time to 
makefuch obfervations as might be relied on. We judge of thofe different people by 
the .inhabitants along the coafts ; and becaufe thefe perfon.s, frequently impofed upon 
by Europeans, make no fcruple of impofing on them in return, we accufe the whole 
nation of duplicity. They fell men, — we accufe them of inhumanity. Is there, then, 
fo much more humanity in buying them than in felling them ? But we do not confider, 
that the men whom they fell are enemies taken in war, and whom in many cafes they 
might have a right to put to death. We believe that the father fells his fon, and the 
prince his fubjeifts ; he only who has lived among them can know that it is not even 
lawful for a mafter to fell his flave, if he be born in the country, unlefs he have incurred 
that penalty by certain crimes fpecified by law. 

But thefe are not the only imputations on thofe people ; it is pretended that they are 
.as diffolute in their manners as they are perfidious and inhuman in the aftairs of life ; 
and without hearing their anfwer to charges fo grave, we proceed to arraign them, and 
alfume conjedfurcs and hearfay, vague and partial relations, as the proofs and teftimonies. 
Tltey are at once accufed, tried, and condemned. Perfons who have never confidered 
their country but from the top of the obfervatory, excommunicate them, with map in 
hand, and pronounce their regions to have fallen from all hope in the religion of 
the true God. In a fentence fo rigorous, founded on fo frivolous an accufation, 
are we to recognize an age in which the dictates of reafon and humanity alone arc 
heard ? 

Thefe people haye vices, — whafc people is exempt from vice ? ||Mt were they even 
more wicked and more vicious, they would be fo much the more entitled to the com- 
miferation and good offices of their fellow-men ; and Ihould the miffionary defpair of 
making them Chriftiins, men ought ftill to endeavour to make them men. 
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This office,, fo worthy of a true philofopher, was never difcharged by any but the 
Chriftian philofopher : fo true is it, that humanity as well as the other focial virtues, 
are more the offspring of the Chriftian religion than of the philofophy of the day. 
Miflionaries were they, who, notwith/landing prejudices fo unfavourable to the people 
of whom we fpeak, made no hefitatioa in leaving tlieir country to eftablifli themfelvai 
among them, with the intention, if not of making them perfeft, at leaft of improving 
them. In this hiftory we (hall hazard no conjefture : we fhall make no ftatement but p 
upon irreproachable teftimony. As they knew' not th ' language, of the country on their 
arrival, they had leifure to be obfervers, before they could become miflionaries. 

It is not to be expetted that we ftioukl give a very extenfive hiftory of nrftons who, as 
yet, have neither acquired the ufe of letters, nor employ any fubftitute for them j fo that 
tlie prefent work will be, not fo much a recital of what has patted among them, as 
a portraiture of their aflual condition. 

In this will be found the geographical fituation of the places and the temperature 
of the climate ; the nature of the foil and its moft; common produftlons, vegetable and 
animal ; the charader of the people ; their virtues and their vices ; their alliances, 
their occupations, their government and laws, their commerce and their wars,, tlieij 
language and religion. 


CHAP. II. — Of the Situation of the Country., and the Temperature of the Air. 

t 

THE people of whom we treat inhabit the weftern coaft of Africa, from the equi- 
noftial line to the river of Zaira, the mouth of which is about fix degrees of latitude 
fouth. 

'I'his extent of country is divided into feveral kingdoms, the moft remarkable of 
which is that of Loango : it commences at the village of Makanda : not at half a degree 
from the equator, as fome travellers have ftated, but about 4® f fouth latitude. It 
has twenty leagues of coaft, and terminates at the river of Louango-Louifa, the 
courfo of which is 5^^ 5' of the fame latitude. Bouali, the capital, commonly called 
I.oango by the I'rench, is fltuated about 4” 45'. The kingdom of Kakongo* called by 
mariners Malimba, and that of N’ Goio which they denominate Cabiuda, are to the 
fouth of Loango. 'fo the north is found the kingdom of lomba, called by mariners 
and geographers Maiomba, but erroneoufly fo, becaufe Ma-Iomba fignifies king of 
lomba, as Ma-Loango fignifies king of Loango. Eaftward of Loango are fltuated the 
kingdoms of N’ Tcka, and another kingdom of lomba, which is fometimes confounded 
with the former. Beyond thefe kingdoms are others, unknowm to us, and into, jvhich ■ 
no Europeans have hitherto penetrated. 

As thefe diflerent ftates are fltuated at no conflderable diftance from the cquinbftial 
line, the days and nights arc pretty nearly equal throughout the year ; cold is never 
felt there. A naturalift in his cabinet would conclude that the heats muft be ex- 
ceflive ; but perfons on the fpot find them tolerable ; and it is impoflible to avoid re- 
cognizing andifomiring that Providence which hjs anticipated every thing, and which 
tempers and governs the great whole with wonderful economy. The year in thefe 
climates is divided into two feafons of nearly equal duration. The moft agreeable and 

% 

^ Some geographers call kingdom Caoonda. Malimbo is the port of Kakongo, as Cabiuda is of 
N’ Goio. Thus^ to call thefe kingdoms Malimbo and Cabiuda would be the fame thmg as if the Englifli 
‘ were to call France the kingdom of Calaisi bccaufe their vefl'els touch at the port of .Uiat town. 

healthy 
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Healthy commence in the month of April, and terminates in Oftober. During thi»time 
„ no rain falls ; but in the night there are dews fufficiently abundant to promote the 
vegetation of plants. The fun, during fix months of drought, would heat the earth to 
excefs, were it not that the Iky is moft generally covered with vapours which intercept 
i|B rays and moderate the heats. The dry feafon is not the hotteft ; the fummer is 
reckoned from the month of Oftober to April. The heats in this period are exceffive, 
land woulS be unfupportable, efpecially to Europeans, if there were nothing to mitigate 
their violence ; but they^are accompanied with abundant and almoft continual rains, which 
refrclh the atmofphere ; they are all ftormy rains, and few days pafs in which thunder 
is not heard. 

Thefe rains form marlhes in many places, the exhalations of which corrupt the purity 
of the air. The natives of the country fuffer not the fmalleft inconvenience from them j 
but Europeans, who are not inured to the climate, ought to remove as far as poffible 
from thofe marfliy trafts. The kingdom of Kakongo, for this reafon, is much more 
wholefome than that of Loango, becaule not only the rains are lefs frequent, but the 
face of the country is fo difpofed, as to favour their efflux. 


CHAP. III. — Of the Solly the Watcrsy and the Forejls. 

THE land is in general light, and rather fandy ; more fit for the growth of maize 
and millet, than for any of the kinds of grain which we cultivate in Europe. It is alfo 
very fertile ; grafs grows on it naturally to the height of eight or ten feet ; but the 
Negroes know not how to hufband and improve fuch good means : they merely work 
the furface with a fort of fpade or hoc, and this in the rainy feafon. This flight culture, 
however, is fufficient to make the land yield an hundred fold, and often much more, 
of whatever grain or plants may be beftowed on it. A Angle grain of maize produces 
as much as eight hundred, and commonly does not yield fewer than fix hundred. 

In the country are feen many mountains, and. fome very high ones. I’hey contain 
neither ftones nor flints, but confift merely of an accumulation of the fame earth which 
covers the plains. 

Notwithftanding fix months of continual rain, there are vaft plains uncultivated and 
lying wafte for want of water. To whatever depth they dig, neither tuffa nor ftone is 
found. It is a ftratum of compafl; argil, which confines the water to the interior of 
the earth : it is interrupted in certain places, whence it occurs that the waters fubfiding 
gradually undermine the furface, and often excavate large and deep abyfles which open 
inftantaneoufly during the fall of the rains. The inhabitants of the country flee as far 
as polTible from the vicinity of thefe moving grounds, which are left uncultivated. 

The Negroes know not the ufe of wells, nor do they even dig any : it is from the 
lakes, fountains, and rivers, that they procure the waters they want, and fometimes 
they have to fetch it from a great dillance. 

The ftreams and rivers which water the country, flow, for the moft part, through deep 
valleys, and are ftiaded by thick foreft§, which keep the waters cool and I^fli* The river 
Zaira, which forms the^fouthem boundary of the kingdoms of N’ Goio^and Kakongo, 
flows with equal abundance and rapidity after the months of drought, and at the end 
o|,the rainy feafon. It has been obferved, that fuch was the cafe with the little rivers, 
even the fmalleft rivulets ; they are never dried up ; nor is there even any percep- 
tible diminution of their waters during the drought. Might it not be faid, in explana- 
tion of this phenomenon, that the water of the rains with which the earth is impreg- 
nated 
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nated for fix months in the year, difcharges itfelf onlj^ by degrees, and auring a fimila^ 
fpace of time, into the. rivers, and die refervoirs which conuitute their fources. 

Forefts of perpetual verdure cover a great extent of the country. All the Negroes 
have the right of hunting there, and may cut as much wood as they think proper ; but 
they content themfelves with colleding the dead wood, which ferves them for finng| 
Some of the forefts are fo thick, that the hunters cannot penetrate them, except * 
gaps and avenues which the wild bealls make, in order to get to the plainl to feed 
during the night, and quench their thirft in the river.-. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Plants^ efculent Vegetables, Pulfe, and the Fruits of the Earth. 

THE people of thefe countries, naturally little inclined to labour, attach themfelves 
particularly to the cultivation of thofe plants which produce moll with leaft trouble ; 
fuch is the manioc. Its ftalk is a fpecies of flirub of tender and juicy wood, which 
bears leaves much refembling thofe of the wild vine. A ftalk of manioc produces 
every year ten or twelve roots, fifteen or twenty inches long and four or five in diame- 
ter. The manioc might be raifed from feed, but as it ftioots from the end, they cut 
the ftalk into fmall pieces, which they fix in the earth during the rainy feafon, and 
which bring forth the fame year. In order that the fame ftalk may produce, for feveral 
years in fucceflion, nothing is required but to leave in the ground, at the gathering, 
fome of the fmaller roots. 

I’hc manioc is the bread of the people, and a conftant food which the poof have 
always in plenty; hence no beggars are to be feen in the country. If, however, the rjun 
were not to fall at the ufual leafon, which, as they aflure us, is fometimes the cafe, 
there would enlue a moft cruel faminr* j for thefe people preferve no provifions from 
year to year, nor have they any means of procuring fupplies from abroad. 

They prepare the root or the manioc in feveral ways : after having let it ferment in 
water lor fome days, they cut it, lengthwife, into flips, which they parch ; otherwife 
they make a fort of compoft of it. Ifor this purpofc, the Negroes have earthen veflTels 
with two bottoms ; they put the manioc upon the upper one, which is perforated like 
a cullender ; the lower bottom is full of water : they dofe the vcllf.'l hermetically, and 
place it on the fire: the evaporation of the boiling water cooks the manioc, which 
would be infipid if it were not done in water. 

There is a fpecii s of acid manioc, which is never eaten till after the juice has been 
expreflfed, and the juice is a poifon. It has been obferved, that the copper vefl'els in 
which they prepared this manioc, did not take the verdegris even for leveral days after 
they had been ufed for this purpofe. 'I'he leaf of the manioc alfo is eaten, aher the 
manner of 1 ‘pinage. Belides the manioc, there is nothing w'hich the Negroes cultivate 
with more care than the Pinda, which we call Piftachio : it is a fpecies of long nut, 
which inclofes two almonds under a very flender film. Thi fruit is fowm in furrows ; 
it puts forth a ftalk which at firft refembles that of the trefoil ; but afterwards filaments 
Ihoot from it, which, after creeping fome diftance on the furface of the ground, pene- 
trate into it byiihe fummit. The ftalk then Ihoote out a final! y.ylli 'v flower, which does 
not frudify ; it is at the end of the filaments which have entered the earth that the 
fruit is found in great quantities. It is very good to the tafte, but is indigeftible ; they 
have it broiled before they eat it. They alfo bruife it in ordef to make a pafte, whicn 
ferves as a feafoning for their ragouts. They exprefs from it a tolerably delicate oil. 

10 • There 
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n There is found in this country a potatoe entirely fiinllar to thofe which ar6 cultifated 
in (j»|r own North American colonies. The Africans call it Bala-n’-poutou, a root 
*of Europe; doubtlefs becaufe the Portuguefe mufl: have brought it to them from 
America. It is of better quality and more faccharine than our European potatoes. 
T’he ftalk, cut to bits and fluck in the earth, reproduces tho fpecles. 

The Ignam is a thick lhapelefs root covered with knots, whicli inclofe as many germs. 
In order^to reproduce it, they cut it into fmall pieces whicli they rub upon the allies, 
and leave them expofed to the heat of the fun ; they then put them in the earth ; each 
piece produces a long ftalk which they fupport with a prop. The root of the Ignam is 
more pleafant to the palate than that of the manioc, but the Negroes negled the culture 
of it becaufc it produces little. 

In the rainy feafon they plant four or five forts of fmall beans fimilar to our haricots. 
There are feveral fpecies of them, of which they can gatlier three crops in Icfs than 
fix months. They have alfo an earth pea, the ftalk of which refembles that of our 
wild ftrawberry plant ; it trails along the ground like that of the Pinda, and it enters 
by filaments, at the ends of which the peas are found ; they arc agreeable to the tallc, 
but indigeftible in European ftomachs. 

The melons, pompions, and cucumbers demand fcarcely any care. The fpinage 
and forrel grow in the fields without culture. Near the villages and along the roads 
is fouhd purflain quite like ours. Dogs’-grafs is not more uncommon there than w'iih 
us, and the Negroes alfo ufe its root for making ptifan when they are fick. 

Our Palma Chrifti is very common on the plains. Tobacco fcems to be one of the 
natural* produdions of the country ; the Negroes call the feed of it at raiulom inio 
their court-yards and gardens, where it frudifies w'ithout tillage. Some perfons, in 
imitation of the Europeans, take the tobacco as fnuff, but all of thent fmoke ; and the 
men and women have their pipes of potter’s earth. 

Cabbages, radiihes, and the greater part of our European table-vegetables accom- 
modate themfelves perfedly well to the foil ; chicory alfo grows here as fine as in 
France. 

In many provinces they cultivate maize or Turkey-wheat. It grows fo readily that 
in the fpace of fix or feven months they gather fix or feven crops from the lame land- 
As the inhabitants of the country know not the ufe of mills, they pound the grains of 
maize in a wooden mortar and reduce it to meal, which they make into a palte and bake 
it under the cinders. Sometimes they parch their grains much in the fame way as 
we roaft our coffee, and eat it without any other preparation. 

In the kingdom of Kakongo there is a fpccies of millet, the ftalk of which grows as 
thick as a man’s arm ; it bears ears which weigh as much as two and even three 
poun^. This plant is indigenous ; they find it the midft of the defart plains, but 
few people beftow any particular culture upon it. 


CHAP. V.-— Of the Trees and Shrubs. 

THE palra-trM, of all fruit-trees, fis that which the Negroes accou5i|i'^the moft ufe- 
ful : it grows to a height of forty or fifty feet, on a trunk of from fifteen to eighteen 
inches diameter. It fends out no branches, but merely a tuft of leaves with the fpread 
of a fan at its top. Thefe leaves, before they expand, form a I^rge white lettuce, 
extremely tender and of a faccharine and vinous tafte. The palm-tree produces its 
fruit in bunches, each gram of which is of the fize of a nut, and is called the palm-nut ; 
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the fkm (or Ihell; is yellowifii. This nut is eatable ; but they generally boil it in w^er 
or roaft it on the coal, then they bruife it, and exprefs from it an oil which ferve^to 
feafon their ragouts, or to anoint their bodies. Each nut bears a kernel, which is very 
hard, and enclofes an almond, the taflcof wl.icii the negroes deem excellent. 

'ITicy alfo draw from the pahu-tree a liquor which the Europeans call palm- wine.' 
In ordey to do this they make a flight incihou in that part of the tree where the fruit 
begins to form a finall tumour before it blows ; they flick into the incifion a leaffolded 
in the form of a gutter, to ferve as a vehicle for the liqr >y, which is received in a cala- 
bafli, attached over night to the palm-tree ; it is commoiily found full the next morning. 
This liquor forms the common beverage of the rich ; it has the tafte of our ' ’me when 
brought frefh out of the wine-prefs ; it is pcdoral and refrelhing : they fay, that it intoxi- 
cates when it is taken to excefs ; it acidulates in a few days. The natives of the country 
do not prefer any liquor to the palm-wine except the brandy, which is brought to them 
from Europe. 

The cocoa-tree differs from the palm-tree only by its fruit ; it alfo produces grapes; 
but the grains are of the fize of a fmall melon. This fruit is clothed with a very hard 
fhell, fufficiently folid to admit of beads being cut out of the entire fubflance. The 
milky juice which iflTues in abundance from the opening of the cocoa is a fweet beverage, 
and at the fame time very agreeable and nourlfliing, while the folid fubflance cut from 
its fliell conflitutes a good and tolerably wholefome food. It appears that the cocoa-tree 
is not indigenous, and that it was tranfported from America to Africa by the Euro- 
peans, becaufe the cocoa is called Ija/iga «' poutou^ nut of Europe. 

The banana is more common than the cocoa-tree ; it is rather a plant than a tree, 
growing however to the height of tweb'e or fifteen feet o’h a trunk of eight or ten inches 
diameter ; the fruit puts forth from the middle of this trunk in the form of a cluftcr of 

f rapes, which we call regime. Each luflcr bears from a hundred to two hundred 
ananas, and the bartina is about eight or ten inches in length by about one inch in dia- 
meter ; fo that a good'cluftcr is a man’s burthen. A banana bears oiily one of them, 
and it dies as foon as the fruit is gathered ; hence it is the cuftom to cut down the tree 
lor the fake of its produce ; but, for one foot which they cut there fpring up feveral 
others. The trunk of the banana is Invefled with feveral layers of a fpecies of tough 
rind, t)f which the young negroes make cords : its leaves are feven or eight feet long 
by eighteen or twenty inches broad ; they are almoft as firm in confiftency as our parch- 
ment ; they fold and unfold in a thoufand ways without cracking ; they may be made into 
parafols, and are generally ufed for covering pots and great veflTels. 

The banana is the bread of the rich as the manioc is that of the poor. It would not 
however be difficult fo to multiply the banana as to make it yield an adequate quantity 
for the fubfiftence of the common people. A plain of bananas is never exhaufle.(’ ; and 
it requires tillage only the firflr year. 

The banana fig-tree does not differ from the banana except by its fruits ; they alfo 
grow in cluflers or bunches, but they are not fo long by half, and they have neither 
the fame tafte nor the fame properties. The banana is a fpecics of bread * : the banana 

* The Editor of fflIllBifhop of Tabraca's Memoirs on theHiftory of the Kiugdsiri of Siam confounds the 
haqsna witli the fig banana. I know not yrhether it be to the memoirs of the prelate or to the overfight of 
the editor that this error is to be attributed ; an error certainly not injurious either to religion or to fociety. 
But wilh regard to thofe indecent allufions and the odious parallel which the avthor draws on the occailoii 
between the fuperftitious ISbfervances of the Siamefe and the pradices authorized or preferibed by our holy 
religion, it is to be concluded that he has confulted the repertory of the modern philofophy rather than the 
memoirs of the Ycnerable miflionary prelate, who, after having preached and teftified to the frith among idola- 
trous nations, has juft gone once more acrofs the feas with an infirm body weighed down with the load of 
fixty years, in the hope of (till {hatching fome more vi&ims from bell. 

VOIi. Xvi. ^ 
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to a delicate fruit. The fubftance of the banana is hard and farinaceous ; that of the 
banana fig is foft and pulpy. 

The lolo-tree is a tree which grows to the height of twenty-five or thirty feet on a 
proportional trunk. They do not give themfelves the trouble of planting it j the pippins 
^of its fruits call by chance reproduce it in great quantities around the villages. If its 
root alone be injured it withers and dies. Its fruit, which the negroes call lolo, and we 
has an agreeable and faccharine tafte ; it pretty much refenibles in colour and 
fize our green melons ; but it has not a fimilar tafte ; and it enclofes a greater quantity of 
pippins. The Iclo is of the number of thofe fruits which belong to the firft palTenger 
who thinks proper to gather them. The miflionaries ufed to make a pretty good 
foup of if. 

The orange and citron trees grow very fine in thefe climates, and produce excellent 
fruits, but the culture of them is entirely neglefteu ; and there is but a very fmall number 
of them to be feenin and about the villages. 

The razou is a fruit of the fize of a melon, which holds fifteen or twenty red oblong 
nuts, nearly of the fize and form of a pigeon’s egg ; their fubftance is farinaceous and 
very nourifliing. The negroes never neglect to carry fomc with them when they go a 
journey ; a moderate quantify of thefe nuts will ferve for their fubfiftence during a wliole 
day. Apparently they are a fpecics of the cacao, but the beholder is not within reach 
to verify this conjecture by infpedting the ftalk. 

The is an oblong fruit of the fize of an egg, which enclofes a quantity of pip- 
pins of the fize of a lentil. From fifty to a hundred grow upon one ftalk two or three 
feet high. The camlm differs only from the tonga by being fiat inftead of round. The 
fruit grows in Provence ; it is there called berengenne. 

There is found in the kingdom of Kakongo a tree about ten feet high, which in 
the fcafon of drought bears peas little different from ours in the pod, grain, or even in 
the tafte. 

The tomata is a fmall fruit of the fize and colour of a cherry ; the negroes ufc it 
as an ingredient in their ragouts as w'e ufc onions in ours, but it is from motives of 
economy and for the fake of filling up rather than of fcal'oning ; this fruit, ahlolutdy 
infipid of itfelf, imbibes the tafte of the faucc without cominuiiicaliug any to it whatever ; 
it grows on a flirub. 

The pimento is another flirub, which grows to the height of four or five feet ; its 
leaves, pretty much rcfembling tliofe of the pomegranate, are of the finfcft green. Its 
fruit is'a grain very like that of barley in fliape, but thicker and of a dazzling rcil. This 
ftirub charms the fight when it is covered with Ifuit ; the fruit is the pepper of the 
cojintry ; the negToc.s put a great deal of it in moft of their fauces ; but it is fo vioK u'- 
that it burns the tongue and palate of the Europeans to fuch a degree as to make tile 
fldn peel off. 

There arc found in many wet and marftiy places fugar cancs of the fame fpecics with 
thofe of St. Domingo, but the negroes have no idea of cultivating them ; they fuck the 
pith of tliofe which they And, and foine individuals make a trade of colledling them to 
carry to market. ^ 

On the plains ar6 feen bafilics wliich differ from ours by the he*t of their ftalk, 
which may be about eight feet. * 

. The cotton-tree is ajlirub of the height of five or fix-feet ; it bears a fort of large green 
fruits, which are clad with a down of about a line in thicknefs ; this down is the cotton. 
When the fruit is ripe it opes and difplays feveral rows of pippins, the remainder is good 
for nothing. The negroes fuffer the cotton alfo to periih, although it would ’ttht prove 
inferior in point of quality to that of America. 

% 8 No 
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No vine has been feen in the country ; but there are fome In fjveral province# 
beyond the Zaira, and they thrive there very well. The foil of Loani;o, Cacon ^o, 
other circumjacent kingdoms perhaps would not be lefs favourable to it ; but the"^ 
women, who alone take charge of the culture of the eartli. and w ho are already \ ei;i;hcd 
with labour, do not care to augment their talk by planting the vine, the juice of 
which, ^moreover, would not be for them but for their huPoands. 

The fruit trees frequently bear fruits and, flowers .it tlie fame time, and in all 
feafons ; the greater part refume their budding iu ari ‘ oils and even in the grcatefl 
drought. 

The trees of the forefls are covered witli leaves at a!l feafons ; the oil o’-'«£ flixi only 
to give place to the new ones ; fome produce Iruits'fit ftir eating, others are perennially 
covered with llerile flowers, wdiich fcatter around, to a great diliaiice, tlie moft agreeable 
odour. There occurs In tlie kingdom of Jomba, which is to the north of L mgo, a 
foreft of red dyc-wnod. Among an infinite variety of trees of dilfereiu kinds there is not 
to be found a Angle one refembling thole we have in Kuropc. 'I’here arc foiuc oi fuch 
prodigious girth that at a diltance the beholder would take them for towers rather than 
for trees. The negroes fell thofe only of middling fize ; they hollow them into canoes 
of a Angle piece, which w'e call pyrogucs, with which they go a Afliing to fta and on 
the rivers. 

Some of thefe trees arc tender and fpungy ; they would reAfl the hatchet like the bark 
of the cork-tree ; but they might eafily be cut w'iih a well-whet labre; others are of a 
very hard wood. There are fome to be found which, at the end of a few months after 
they have been felled, harden fo much that they make anvils of them for forging Ted 
hot iron ; it would be an ufelefs attempt to drive a nail into the wood with a hammer. 
Tlie greater part of thefe trec.s perifh by age and decay j no one thinks of felling ihcmt 
for no one would know what ufe to r, ’.c of them. 


CHAP. VI. — Of the Animals. 

THE inhabitants of thefe countries, certain of always Anding manioc in their garden, 
trouble themfclves very little about what they might procure wherewith to make good 
cheer. They prefer to found their hopes for the kitchen on the fortune of hunting or 
Afliing, for days of banquet and regaling, to giving themfelves the labour of rearing 
at their houfes, cattle which the officers of the king might at any inftant take away. 
They rear pigs, goats, andllieep. Their pigs are fmaller than ours; dicir goats yield 
no milk ; their ffieep bear no fleeces of wool like thofe of L iropcau climates j in other 
refpeds they quite refemble them. * 

They have ducks which bear crefls, and are twice as large as ours ; but their fowls 
are very fniall ; they do not eat the eggs, becaufe, they lay, with a little patience an 
egg becomes a chicken. According to the fame principle they fay that the Europeans 
ought to pay them as dear for a couple of eggs as for a couple of chickens } they however 
make fome fniall^ abatement in the price, and if you bargain with them too much they 
anfwcr coolly treH they wdll wail until their eggs bcuorae chicken i. , i i is m vain to objedt 
tef them on the fcore of what thefe chickens w'ill coft them before they are good to eat, 
becaufe they do not Auten them ; the mother takes them away with her into the plain, 
where they live with her at large like other birds. Thofe who fay'that for the value of Ax 
fous thirty fowls may be had in the kingdom of Loango, are as grofsly miflaken as when 
they pretend that fowls arc fold at a piftole a-piece in the kingdom of Congo j but I 
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doubt not that they deceive any body ; there is no reader credu'4UvS enough to rely on 
the teftiinony of an hiftorian^ when he tells him that thirty fowls which fell wr a hundred 
crowns in one kingdom are fold for fix fous in the neighbouring kingdom. 

Dogs and cats are to be found in this country. The cats have a longer muz/de than 
In curs ; the clogs do not bark. A millionary faw on the coniines of Loango a bay horfc 
which was bounding over the plain ; he w^as of good height, and very handfome^ he fuf- 
fered hinifelf to be approached very clofely. At the iiioment when the miflionary was 
reprdiiig him, the minider for foreign allliirs was coming by ; he ftopt and told the 
niillionary that he knew that the horle w^ould be very ufelul to him in the journey he 
propofed to takctiirough thecoiiniry ; that if he liked he might make a good bargain 
of him. The millionary agreed to it, on condition that he fhould deliver it to him ; 
but the difficulty ot getting to put the bridle on him terminated the bufmefs. The 
tradition is, that the king of England formerly lent two horfes, a male and a female, to 
the king of Loango ; that this prince, after having examined them, ordered them to be fet 
at liberty ; that from that time they had wandered over the plains and forelts, where 
they bred young ones ; that the horfe, which was fometimes feen near Loango, was the 
lafl: of his fpecies, the others being dead ol old age, or having been worried by the tygers. 

The plains feed a number of animals of all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, and infefts. No 
hares or rabbits have ever been Icon there ; but there are two or three Ibrts ol partridges 
to be found ; fomc of them have plumage of the brighteft red ; thole of every kind are 
as big as our hens. The quails and larks have nothing which dilfiiiguilhes tliem from 
thqfe of Europe. Only one kind of pigeon has ever been feen there ; its plumage is 
green, but its claw's, beak, and eyes, are of a fine red. 'Ehcre is a certain bird of the fize 
and pretty nearly the form of a turkey, but has a larger head, and bears, inlfcad of a 
creff, a pierced horn like a horn at trictrac* A negro came one day to the miflionarics 
to offer them for fale an aquatic bird, which was much larger than the larged that wx fee 
in Prance ; he had his load of it ; but hearing them anfwer that they would not buy it, 
he did not leave them much time to examine it ; they only faw that it had a neck as long 
as an arm, and that it was as big as a fheep. The eagles are like thofe which are fliowri 
in our fairs. The crow differs in no refpe£l from ours. There is a variety of other 
birds of prey. At the feafon when the negroes fet fire to the grafs on the plains they 
are feen to fly over the flamcvS. If they perceive any animal which has fuffered itfclf to 
be overtaken by the fire, they pounce on him with impetuofity, and carry him away 
half roaded, without getting iheir wings at all damaged by the blaze. There are 
many nodurnal birds. The owl is as big as a turkey. The cuckoo is called coucou ; it is 
a little bigger than ours, and refcinbles it in plumage, but fings differently. The male 
bc^ns to chant coo, coo, coo^ mounting one note above another with as much precifion 
as a mufician would found liis ut^ re^ mu When he has got to the third note the female 
takes it up, and afeends with it to the oftave ; and they always recommence the 
fame fong. I’he fwallow is the fame with that which we fee in Europe, but its flight is 
more uniform. 

The fparrows breed numeroufly ; they fly in flocks like ours ; they chirp in the 
fame way; they are a little Imaller, their plumage is finer and fofter, and k fhines like fatin. 

The grafshopper is of the fize di a fmall bird. It has a piercing#hd importunate 
cry ; it makes a great noife in the air ; you would think by the beating of its wii%s 
that a bird of prey was^ hovering around. Another infed, of the fize of a May-bug, is 
of the greated utility in fo hot a climate ; it is the fcavenger and dudman of the whole 
country. It labours with indefatigable affiduity to colleft all the filth that might 
infed the air, and luak^s fmall balls of it, which it hides very deep in holes which it 
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ttas dug in the earth. It breeds in fulHcient numbers to keep the towns and villages 
clean. 

The filming or fire-fly flies by night, and bears a pretty ftrong light. It might be 
taken in a dark night for one of thofe exhalations which we call falling ftars. Tlie inif- 
fionaries have examined fome which came to reft on their huts ; they remarked theii?^ 
bodies were of the fize of our glow-worms, and that near the wings they did not differ 
greatly from them in fhape j which inclined them to judge that thefc infeds might be a 
variety of the fame fpecics. 

The grafs of the plains ferves as a retreat to an infinite number of rats cf different 
kinds ; the largeft of which are of the fize of our cats. Here are alL frogs and toads 
larger than ours ; and a fnail of the fize of one’s arm. 

The woods are filled with all kinds of animals. The elephants of the country differ 
only from thofe which have been deferibed to us by being in general fmaller. Their 
largeft tufks weigh only from fifty to fixty pounds. The negroes do not dread them, 
and they never hunt them. The tufks they fell to the Europeans are thofe which they 
have found in the woods. The ivory of Loango is in great repute for its finenefs 
and whitenefs. 

I’he iniflionaries have obferved in pafling along a foreft, the track of an animal which 
they have never feen ; but it muft be monllrous, the prints of its claws are feen on the 
earth, and formed animpreflion on it of about three feet in circujnference. In obferving 
the pofture and difpofitionof thefootfteps, they concluded that it did not run in this part 
of its way, and that it carried its claws at the diftance of feven or eight feet one from 
the other. 

The lion refembles thofe of middling fize which are feen in Europe, 

The tyger is much more dreaded in thefe countries than the lion ; there are two 
fpccies of them, without reckoning d - tyger cat, which eats field mice, the young of 
birds, and fomelimes fowls and ducks. 'I’he tygers of the firfl fpecies are called tygers 
of the woods, the others grafs-tygers, from the place where they are accuftomed to 
prowl for food. The grafs-tygers are of the fize of our great dogs ; they hunt rats 
and other animals which lurk in the grafs, which the uncultivated lands produce ; they 
fometimes approach the huts by night to carry away fowls and other domcftic animals ; 
but they take to flight as foon as they perceive a man. The wood-tyger is much bigger 
and taller than the former. He makes prey on the ftrongt ft animals, fuch as buftaloes 
and deer ; he couches for them as they pafs, leaps on their croup, tturs them with his 
claws and teeth and never leaves hold until he has made them fall beneath him ; when 
this carnivorous animal is prellcd by hunger, he comes out of the woods, and prowls by 
night round the villages, feeking to devour dogs, pigs, fheep, and goats. 

Near the place where the millionaries are fettled, one of thefe tygers having lallied 
forth at dufk from a neighbouring foreft, caiiiod ofi' a little child whom his mother 
was bringing from the fields on her back j he then fled with precipitaCiffiil-o devour his 
pyeyinthe foreft. It is not I'afe to pafs alone through ..wood, without being well 
armed. The tyger has a keen fmcll and pierc’ng fight; he feents a man from a great 
diftance; if h^ fees him alone and unarmed, he draws near to attgek him; other- 
wife he fhuns^he encounter. It is very rare ’that a humer* yerccives him withia 
i|un-fhot. 

When a negro has killed one of thefe tygers, he walks about, as if in triumph, among 
the villages, fupported and attended by his friends ; he then carries the beaft to the 
, chief, who immediately pays him a reward propofed by the government, for him who 
dimij^es the number of fanguinary animals. When a tyger has ’devoured fome 
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animal in a village the peafants are fare that he will not efcape them the following night ; 
they tie the remains of his prey (if he has left any) to a Hake ; or they lay a new bait for 
him ; they tie cords to it, which communicate with guns difpofecl in fuch a manner 
that they muft nccefl'arily difcharge themfelves on the tyger, if he comes to bite at the 
jsbait j he feldom fails to return on the following night ; he falls by his own means. 
The difcharge of the guns is the fignal which bids the negroes go and difpatch him, 
fhouM he be ftill alive. 

The buflalo is not reckoned among the domcftic animals as in Chinn j he is wild and 
ferocious: he \vandersin the woods and defart plains,* which he caufes to refound with 
his difagreeablelo wings and roarings ; he is rather taller than our common oxen ; from 
which, in other refpeds, he does not elTentially ditfer. The buflalo docs not ilce before 
the hunter ; andif the latter mifl'es his aim, andhas not time to climb a tree, he is iidlanily 
torn to pieces. AVhen this animal cannot wreak his vengeance on him who has 
wounded him, he runs about feeking a chance victim for his fury. Woe to ihc lirlt 
paffenger whom he perceives, man, w'oman or child ; it is all over with him ! Of a fata- 
lity of this kind, the millionaries were once witnelTes. One of thefe bulFaloes having 
fallied from the woods, turned on a woman who was bulled in cultivating her held ; 
he threw her on the ground, and never quitted her until Ihc had expired in a molt 
tragical way. 

The. wild-boars muldply flowly ; they feed on the roots of trees and tender w'ood ; 
they are fmallcr and lets Icrocious than thofe which feed on acorns in our European 
forells. 

The animal which the Negroes denominate a wild dog is a fpccics of wolf, whicli 
much rcfcmbles thofe we fee in France ; as he does not hold rule over the woods he 
is more inode/l than ours ; a man never tears to encounter him. He does not bend his 
view'on the larger prey, thefe he leaves to the lion and the tyger, who do even 
fpare him when he falls under their paws ; for want of other footl he Ibmetimcs browfes 
grafs, and eats roots like a goat. 

The monkics fcclude themfelves generally in the interior of the forefi: ; they feldom 
walk on the grovtnd ; they are always feen perching on the highefl: trees, rhis however 
does not hinder them, when purfued, from making a deal of way in a Ihort time, leaping 
from branch to branch and from tree to tree, 'fhe negroes aim lei's at killing the 
iTionkies than at taking them alive, to fell to the Europeans. The way to take them 
is to ftrew at the foot of the trees, whither they are want to retire, i’uch Iruits as they 
moft relilli, under which the fnares arc laid. The ape has always her young one at her 
fide ; flic carries it with hev when fhe is purfued, and never abandons it but when Ihc 
is mortally wounded. There are in the forelts of this country baboons four feet high ; 
the Uegroes affirm that when they are hard pufhed they come down from the trees 
with flicks in their hands to defend themfelves againfl thofe who are hunting them, 
and that very often they chafe their purfuers. The miffionaries never witneffed this 
Angularity. 

The roebuck and deer are not rare in the forefls ; they differ in no w^y from thofe of 
Europe. The deer are fmaller than ours and have no horns ; the privation of this attri- 
bute is of great advantage to them in fhe thick forefls, where they are ^ntinually liable 
to be hunted by carnivorous animals. 

On the plains may be feen bounding along a flag, whom the fmallnefs of his make 
renders an objeft of great curiofity. He reiembles at all points the flags of the country ; 
like them he wants horns, he has a forked foot, a fine and limber leg j he is nearly as, 
big as a hare, bUt flenderer ; his fize is from twelve to fifteen inches. Although he runs 
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very light, he. is fomerimes caught by hand. His moft ordinary retreat is among the " 
long grafs of untilled lands, which are to him what the trees of the forefts are to the 
others. When the negroes perceive him they take up a great quantity of cover, and, 
clofing by degrees, hem in the (lag. When this little animal fees himfelf furrounded, 
he no longer thinks of tfcaping, but fuffers himfelf to be taken ; but he is unable to fui v ivR> 
the lofs of his liberty ; if he be not killed he foon dies of grief, or he kills himfelf againft 
the bars of the cage in which they have confined him ; his flefli affords delicate eating. 

The forefls are filled much more than the plains . ith an infinity of birds of the 
prettieft plumage ; but i ichnefs of colour is all they poffefs, one never fees enough of 
them ; one hears too much of them ; their fong is ieeblc and broken , ev< a tne night- 
ingale docs nothing but warble; he is larger than ours. 

Pheafants and guinca-hens arc very common. Parrots and parronucts are not more 
rare ; the negroes take them from their nt ils to fell the Europeans. 

'1 hey dihinguini two kinds of turtle-dove ; there is one net larger than a thrufh 
which has afh-colourcd plumage; the other is of the figure atid fize of ours ; fhe has 
the fame ])li!iu:ige, and her wing is the fame. 

Hie negroes do not yet know the art of domedicatiug bees, and making them labour 
on their account, by procuring abodes for them. 'I he forefts are the ortiintiry retreat 
of this in kiflrioiis infect. The hollow of a tree ferves him for a hive, and he there 
clcpolits his combs. 'I he bees of iXrric.i work like the bees of Europe ; and from 
llow'trs entirely difftrent extract the lame honey and the fame wax ; without having 
their model communieareu they copy it perfectly. On both hands there is the fame 
wildom in the preparations ; the fame regulariiy in lire proportions, the fame adlivity 
in the cxecutu n ; there i'- no elitllcuhy in perceiving that they are in/trudfed by the feme 
mailer. 'J'hc litiney which they yield is very delicate ; the negroes make a regale of 
it ; they fuck the comb and throw a y the wax. They do not Itifle the bees to obtain 
their hone'y ; they make fire under the tree whole hollow ferves for their retreat. The 
fmokc makes them come out ; the honey is then taken ; the Lecs then re-enter the 
fame tree, or leek a dwelling elfcwhcre. v,*, 

Here are ants ol fcvcral fpecies ; there is one much larger than ours, fhe has 
equal fbrefight and application to labours ; and it is in this country that one might 
more eflcdually than in any other fend men to his fchool, in the words of the Sage. 
I’hefe inieds in the time of drought eagerly g.i.ilier foed for their fubfilfence during the 
rainy leafon. In order to defend ihemfclves agalnu the inundatiens, they build, by 
dint of labour, fmall houles of glazed earth (j-.ottcis’ clay) which acquire alraoft the 
lolidity ot Hone. The negroes, on overturning them, make chafing dilhes of them, 
which arc much like our earthen cliafing diihc:-:, atid they have no otlicrs. 

In tlie ihickell forefts, where the ra)'s of the fun never penetrate, there are nT.n^ fer- 
pents. The molt common is that which they call tlie llrjieni JBoma, which is about fifteen 
feet long, and thick in proportion ; fomeiiiiies there are foine found of much larger fize. 
They told the miflionarics that fix months before their arriv. l in the country a little child 
had gone to the woods to take birds nells (almoH the only, occupation of children) ; his 
father finding that he tarried long, armed himfelf, as if lor the chafe, \yuh his fabre and 
his gun to go ^nd feek him ; on ativancing into the ftJi eft by : .e r; fl frequented road he 
perceived a ferpent of enormous fize ; noteloubring that lie t as the ir.urderer of his fon 
he attacked and killed him. Having opened the carcafe he lound the child, cnclofed in 
its belly as in a coffin ; it was dead, but had received no wound. The negroes eat the 
ferpents which they kill, and thefleffi is not bad. When the Europeans alk them why 
they i:eed on thefe aninjals ? they themfelves afk, why the Europeans do not feed on 
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them ? and they ^dd, that if there is an animal which they ought to eat, it is moft cer- 
tainly that which feeks to eat them. , 

The rivers breed fine fiih in great quantities ; that which they filh from the dream of 
the Zaire is very delicate. There are alfo fifli-breeding lakes in this country ; there is one 
aear the village of Kilonga, where the milfionaries formed their fiiTc cftabliflimcut. it 
abounds in filh of feveral fpecies. Its carps are fimilar to thofc of our rivers in France, 
but more delicate. They fifli up fine eels, which are much difierent from ours ; they 
have a flat and very thick head ; their teeth arc not edged ; and they much rcfeinble in 
form and fize the grinders of a man. Some rivers breed liiakcs, which are like fmall 
ferpents. 

The fca coafls are frequented by regular profeiTed fifliermen ; they take mod gene- 
rally a great quantity of ray and foies of different kinds. Although they embark only 
in perogues they fometimes take very large draughts and great iilh. I have had in iny 
hands a jaw' which mud have belonged to a moiidrous filh ; its teeth are twenty-four lines 
in circumlercnce by twenty-nine in height ; they are fixed in fockets twenty-two lines in 
depth ; they are pretty well-edged at the extremity. 

On the coads of Loango there is a fpecies of mifehievous filh, which often occcafions 
damage to Europeaw captains ; it has a head three times as large as that of an ox ; it 
has a great paflion for flaving barks and canoes ; it approaches the jilaces where the 
veffels are at anchor ; it raifes its neck above the water ; and if it perceives a canoe it 
darts up to it with impetuofity ; daves it at the fird onl'et with its head, and lakes to 
flight ; it difdains the perogues ; and never attacks them. 

The nets of the negroes arc wrought much in the fame -way as thofe of our fifliermen ; 
they make them of a flax filament, which would not yield in drength to the bed hemp ; 
and this they procure from the banana-tree and from the bark of fome other trees. It is 
not their pradlice to fait their fifli, in order to preferve it. They dry it in the fun j if it 
be hot enough j but more frequently they finoke it. 


CHAP. VII. --'Societies. 

THE people of thefe countries, like ourfelves, inhabit towns and villagc.s, and they 
prefent a mod driking image of the origin of fociety. '1 hey are not drawn together fo 
much by reciprocal wants as by ties of blood, which hinder them from feparating. The 
families do not difperfe, as with us, fo that in the fame town and even in the fame 
village you difeern an infinite number of little hamlets, which are fo many families, each 
having its patriarch for a prefident. A family which finds itfelf too crowded and does 
not 'flfifh to confound itfelf with the neighbouring one, may go and fettle on the fird 
piece of land which is not already occupied, and there found a hamlet ; it is the affair of 
a fingle day, in a country where the father of a family is able, with the help of his wife 
and children, to carry away at one journey his houfe and all hi.<? furniture, goods and 
chattels. The heads of famiHes are the fird judges of them. When any difpute has 
wifen among them, they confront the parties ; and after hearing the pleadings on both 
fides, they pronounce a-fort of fentenoe in juridical form, d'his domedic tribunal is the 
model of the other fuperior tribunals. The law's do not allow a woman to appeal from 
the fsntence of her hufband, nor a fon from the judgment of his father ; indeed, they never 
think of doing fo ; but in the fequel we fhall fee that from the tribunal of the chief of 
is a power of appeal to the governor of the province, and, ladly, to 
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The country is not equally peopled throughout; the towns and villages are tnoft' 
frequent along the banks of the rivers, the ftreamlets, lakes and the fountain ? ; becaul'e, 
doubtlefs, water being one of the mod eiiential neceflaries of life, they who have the 
choice of land give the preference to that which oilers it naturally, and leave tl;c rare of 
digging wells ro the lall comers. 'I'hofc great and fuperb towns which are to be icen, 
all built along rivers, have had no other origin ; and if wc could interrogate the llrll 
founders of Paris, they would anfwer that in erefting their huts on the famcH'pots where 
we have lince con{lrufl.ed palaces, they, like the pc’ pie in queftion, thought of pro- 
curing a fupply of healthy water to quench their third and walli ilicir flocks ; ?nd had not 
I he fmallcft idea of building a town, dill Id's of kindling its future fple.uiov . by the calc 
aJforded it of extending its commerce. 

The towns are, pi'opcrly fpeaking, only great villages ; they dilfei- from them folely 
in containing a greater number of inhabitants. Grafs grows in them, as in tiie villages ; 
ihe dreets are merely narrow path-ways. A great town is really a labyrintii ; whence a 
flraiiger could never get out if he had not the precaution to take a guide widi him. The 
citizens have nothing which didinguiflies them from villagers ; they are ncitiicr better 
clothed nor better lodged. The female citizens of the capita! go to work in the fields 
like the peal'ant girls of the fmalled hamlet. 

'I'hc vad fored of which wc have been fpeaking would furnifli the negroes with the 
means of lodging and flieltcring themfelves very commodioufly, if they would only give 
thcmfelvcs the trouble ; they might even, for want of done, which is nowhere to be found 
in this country, make ufe of bricks, w'hich might be worked from aliiiodall the kinds 
of earth which the land contains. The w'oods would fupply them with the fuel necef- 
fary for burning them ; but they are in no humour to take fuch great pains for a 
dwelling. Their houfes, which we call huts, arc fmall cabins made of rulhes or 
branches pretty fkilfully interwoven The covering correfponds to the Itrudture ; it 
confids merely of leaves ; they ufe in preference thofe of the palm-tree, which .are of 
I'ufllcient confidency to rrfld for feveral years the rains and tlie vicillitudes of the 
weather. The door of the houfe is worked into one of tJie gable-ends, which they take 
care fliall not beexpofed to the wind ih the rainy quarter. The people know not the 
ule of windows. It is well known that we ourfelves, not long ago, had only very fmall 
ones, as many of our ancient cadles fufficiently evince. Even now in many of our pro- 
vinces old huts are found which admit the light only by a little door cut in the roof. 

Any perfon in want of a houfe, goes to market with his wife and children. He buys 
that which fuits him. Each one takes an article or piece according to his drength, and 
they go to put it in t)rdcr. To hinder it from being blown down by the wind they tie 
it to (takes driven deep into the ground. A houfe of this kind has notliing dilagreejble 
in its appearance ; it is a fort of large bafket turned upfide down. 'I'he ricu and 
knowing ones lometimes have their dwellings worked with a deal of art, and lined with 
mats of difl'erent colours, which arc the ordinary tapedry of the country. 

They who tell us that the inhabitants of Loango make beams to their houfes of the 
palm-tree have no idea of fuch habitations ; and they know not that if they wifhed to 
ereft edifices fimilar to ours they might find timber of every kind i:; their foreds, much 
preferable to the palm-wood for this ufe : The king of Lc-anf^t s palace, as feveral 
authors deferibe it to us, bears lefs refemblancc to the real abode of that prince than our 
palace of the Thuilleries bears to the convent of the (iapuchins. .They aflign to this pre- 
tended palace the extent of one ordinary tow n, yet it is compofed only of five or fix'hut.s, 
rather larger than thofe we have been fjreaking of ; while the towns, on the contrary, 
contain thoufands of them. 

VOL. XVI. 4 c 


CHAP. 



55a 


proyart’s history of xoango, &c. 


CHAP. VIII. — The Chara6ler of the People. Their Vices and Virtues. 

'I HE author of the General Hi/lory ofVoyay^es expatiates greatly (ui the manners of thefe 
people, and alfo on their cuftoins and ufages. In his colledion he has inl'erted different 
relations of what pafles among them ; but after having perufed them one might be led 
to afle if thofe who compofed them had ever been in the country ? It is from this common 
fource that feveral writers of our days have drawn the errors which tliey have publifhed 
refpedting the inhabitants of this country, and they have given us, doubtlefs uninten- 
tionally, imaginary portraits for indubifal)le fads. The more judicious among them, 
it is true, fhocked at the manifeft contradidions which they meet in each page of thefe 
iciaiions, Irave contented themfelves with extrading what appeared to them the molt 
probable ; but even the little they have extracted is too much for any one who wants 
notiiirig but truth, and is fumcient to demonllratc to any one who has lived among thofe 
p'jopic, that they have not been painted to the life. 

Noonecanthoroug'lily know the genius of the peo])?c without Itudying it, and fuch a 
ftudy is not the work of a few days. A traveller, fupnofing one in good earneft, who travels 
with his journal in his hand tlirough an unknown country, the laniniage of which he does 
not unclerfland, cannot acquire any thing but a very I'up.-rlicial knowledge of the people 
who inhabit it. If by chance he fliould for feveral days in fuccelilun be witnefs of foine 
trails of cruelty and perfidy, he will repref'ent the people as cruel at.vi prriidious. If he 
fliould have taken another route, and witnefl'ed foiue ads difplaying ejjpofitc viitues, he 
pafles an eulogium on their love of juflicc and humanity. 

The relations of mariners arc not always truflworthy, and ought not to fix our judg- 
ment on this matter any more than thofe of a traveller f'uch as I am I'uppofing. Not only 
does their bufinefs deprive them of leifure to become oblervers, they are not within the 
reach of becoming fuch ; having no connedion with any except the fmall number of 
trafficking negroes who, fremi a fpirit of gain and a greater facility of latisfying their 
paffions, have corrupted the virtues which diflinguifh the bulk of the nation. 

It mufl: be confcflfed that thofe who dwell alonjfth* coafls, and the only perfons who 
frequent the Europeans, appear inclined to fraud and libertinifm ; but can w'c reafonably 
conclude from that, without further examination, as moll hiflorians do, that irregu- 
larity and double dealing are vices common to all ? We fliould laugh at the fiuiplicity of 
an African who, after having paifed I'omc time vit Paris w'ithout ever going a league from 
the town, fliould go and tell his own countrymen that our country people do nothing but 
drink, dance, and divert themfelves ; bccaufe in traverfing the villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital he might have heard the noife of inflrumcnts, and feen written on 
the'wall “ here they keep •weddings and fcajls.'^ 'I'his barbarian would judge of our 
nation as wc judge of his. • 

Although the kingdom of Congo borders upon thofe of which we are now fpeaking, 
we have no right to judge of its inhabitants by comparifon, and attribute to the one 
what we know of the other.* I’here may have been a time when thefe people refembled 
each other, bqt that time is no more. No one can deny that the flay which the Portu- 
guefe have made in Congo mufl have altered in a great degree the innocence and fim- 
plicity of the manners of its inhabitants. I Ihall however take great care not to impute 
to a holy and divine religion abufes which it condemns, and evils which call forth its 
groans. We mufl. fliut our eyes to the light of the fun, and be in faft as ill informed in 
hiftory as certain modern philofoplicrs appear to be in this point, to be ignorant ffonj 
what an abyfs of corruption the Cliriftian religion has fnatched mankind. All that can 
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reafonably be concluded from this decline of manners, which has followed the preaching 
of the gofpel in Congo and elfewherc, is, that if it be worthy the zeal of a Chriftian prince 
to favour the propagation of the faith among infidel nations, it is alfo worthy of his pru* 
dencc and his duty not to deftroy with one hand what he builds up with the other, by 
fending on the track of the miflionaries a fet of men who have nothing of the Chrilllan 
but the name, which they diflionour, and whofe worfe than heathenifti conduft makes 
the idolaters doubt whether the gods whom they worfhip be not preferable even to 
that of the Chrillian. Religion, fuch is the might of *^'10 empire of grace, had never 
ceafed to make fome progi els in Congo ; and among all the licentioufnefs to wb'^h the 
Portuguefc abandoned themlelves, barbarians who had become Chriftians re ailed them 
to a fenfe of their duty, and condemned their cxccfies by the practice of contrary virtues. 
But fmcc the natives of the country have driven out the Portuguefc, and they no longer 
receive any but miflionaries among them ; the latter find it a much more eafy tafk to 
perfuade them to the praftice of evangelical morality. Cardinal Caftelli, prefident of the 
congregation of the Propaganda, writes from Rome to the prefect of the million of 
Loango, that there are aftually more than one hundred thoufand Chriftians in the fingle 
kingdom of Congo. But the Capuchins, who, fmee the dillblution ofthe Jefuits, have 
I’uccccded to the charge of this vaft and laborious million, beginning themfelves to be 
in want of fubjetls, this flouriftiing branch of Chriftianity, if the hand which firft 
formed it do not ftill 1‘upport it, runs the rifquc of feeing itfelf deftltute in a Ihort time 
of the moft needful helps. 

They who give to the negroes of Loango, Kakongo, and other neighbouring ftates, 
the charafters and manners of the flaves whom we draw from among them for our colo- 
nics, are the moft grofsly miftaken of all ; fince they judge of a nation by its moft deadly 
enemies, and by the moft del'perate of its fubjeds. If they do fell us fome flaves of the 
country, they are thofe whom their crit,. , have rendered unworthy of being citizens. But 
moft of thofe whom we buy are taken in war from other favage nations, and whd fym- 
pathizc fo little with the people in qutftion, that they liave never had either peace or 
truce with them. Thofe flaves in general have many bad qualities without any mixture 
of good ones : they muft be made into good men before any thing can be done towards 
making them Chriftians. They frequi ii-'y preferve during life their native ferocity, and 
the delpair of flavery feems to clol’e their heart againft virtue. 

The miflionaries, fince their ft ttlcmert among nations whom the holy fee has confided 
to their zeal, have applied themfelves by living and converfing among them, to the talk 
of afcertalning their genius and manners, their qualities of mind and heart, their vices 
and virtues ; and the refult of their obfervations feems to me to form a ftrong prepollef- 
lion for them, ^ 

'I'hcl'e people, generally fpeakir.g, have no application ; but they feem capable of ac- 
quiring that habit, as it is al«vays neceflity wl’.icii commands application ; and as they 
have fcarcely any nccefiilics, it is natural that their minds ihould remain in a fort of 
inertnefs, or that it Ihould l>c never cxercifed except on frivolous ohjefts, which amufe 
without engaging. Thofe who trade, or who have the management of public affairs, want 
neither application nor activity, and the people themfelves as foo ■ as you prefent to 
them an objeft capable of arouling and intcrcliing them, fuch as rtfgion, will engage 
in and purfueit ; as experience has already ihewn. 

Sloth of body with them generally accompanies mental idienefs. This vice how- 
ever does not neceflarily afl'eft the nation, fmcc it docs not belong to the weaker fex. 
The women, inured from childhood to the hardeft toils of hufbandry, give themfelves 
up to it with indefatigable ardour. The heat, it is true, invites man to'repofe, but a 
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powerful intered: awakes him, and renders him fuperior to the climate and to himfelf. 
Our own country [)i ople arc never more aftive than in the fcafon of the greateft heats, 
becaufe it is that of harveft. It is known that the people of ancient Latium inhabited 
the mild climate of Italy; and their patriotifm led them to triumph over t'tc warlike 
hordes of the north. The chriftian religion, which forbids idlenefs, and w'hich is un- 
willing that fociety fliould lupport that perfon who rcfufes to labour for it, would in- 
fenrihl}' induce men to labour, as education accuftoms women to it ; this is fcen among 
the chrillians of Congo. 

Thefe defects, which are not irremediable, and which circumflanccs feem Itill to 
excul'e, are mt)reover amply compenfated by natural qualities and mor:i! virtii.;s, which 
in heathens are truly worthy of admiration. They are remarkable ior a found and 
penetrating mind ; when the truths of the Faith are explained to them, fomc make 
objeftions Ipecious enough ; others make retledions full of good fenfe, or afl: ingenious 
queftionsj which fliew that they perfedly comprehend what is pro])olld to them. 

They arc endowed with a happy memory. The miflionarics law lome who within a 
month have repeated God’s commandments which they had heard only once recited in 
a public place. 'I'hey make no ufe however of this faculty, fur tranfmilting to future 
ages what palfes among them that is memorable, affiiming as a principle that they 
fhould confine theinfelves to what is firidly necellary, as well for knowdedge as for 
the wants of Hie ; they all live, with regard to hiltory, in that indillerence which charac- 
terizes the inhabitants of c'ur country places, who know no more of what pafletl in 
France under Louis the Great, than under Julius Cxfar. If you ail; thent why they do 
not preferve the remembrance of what has been done by their lathers? they anfwor, 
that it fignifies little to know how the dead have lived ; the main jioint is, that the 
living Ihould be honeft people. According to the fame pruiciplc, they keen no account nt 
their age : “ It would be,” fay they, “ loading one’s memory wish an ufclefs reckoning, 
fince it does not hinder us from dying, and gives us no infighr into the term of one's life." 
They regard death as a precipice to which man hafiens blindfold, fu that it is of iio ule 
to him to count his fteps, becaufe lie can neither perceive when he comes to the laii, 
nor can he avoid it ; that is no bad excufe for their ignorance and idk-neb. 

The people of thefe countries, men and w'omen, are very fond of talking and finding ; 
whence it would appear that nature is not confiftent with hcrlelf ; for all the other 
animals are fdent night and day. No lung i,>f birds is heard in the lori.fis; the cock 
never awakes his mailer, even the dogs cannot bark. But amid this geneial filencc , 
the women as they till the field make it echo with their ruilic fongs ; and the men pais 
their time in teliing ftories, and in difeourfing on the mofl trifling topics. '1 he after- 
noon is their particular time for holding their afi'emblies under the fliade of a fpreadiiig 
tufted tree. They fit on the ground in circles, crofs legged. Moil of them have 
a pipe in their mouths. Thofe who have palm wine bring fomc with them ; and now 
and then they interrupt the fpeaking to drink a draught, palfing the calebafh round. He 
who begins the converfation fometimes fpeaks a quarter of an hour at a time. Every 
one lillens in deep filence ; another takes up the talk, and they liften in the fame man- 
ner ; no one who fpeaks is ever interrupted. But when he has ceafed to utter his tattle, 
the perfon whofe turn it is to fpeak 'has a right to oppofc him and utter his own. 'I'o 
lee the fury which they throw into their declamations one would think they were tiil- 
cuifing the mofl thorny fubjects, and it is a matter of great furprife when on lending uu 
ep, one finds that the argument is a wretched earthen pot or a bird’s feather, or fotne 
ridiculous and fupeillitious oblervances. Any qne who attends their converfation and 
does not underltand the language, might eafily take it for a child’s play. The have a 
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ufage among them Angular enough, and well devifed for keeping awake the attention ' 
of the hearers, and give a zeft to converfations in themfelves fo ftale ; when they fpeak 
in public they exprels numbers by geflures. He, for example, who would fay, “ I have 
feen fix parrots and four partridges,"’ fays Amply “ I have fcen * • • parrots and 
• • • • partridges,” and he makes at the fame time two Agns, one of which tells for Ax 
and the other for four, at the fame time all prefent cry out j'/.v, four, and the talker goes 
on. If any one would feem puzzled, or pronounces after the reft, they would fuppule 
him to have been afleep or in a reverie, and he would ’ conAdered impolite. 

Thefe people are very inild. Difputes and contc;. i are rare among them • and they 
feldora or never come to blows. If they cannot agree they go and fnd : judge, who 
reconciles them in an inftant. What a modern Hiftorian favs*, that the inhabitants of 
I-oango immolate their flaves to the manes of their kings, is an aft’criion deftitute of the 
ilighteft foundation. They have not even an idea of thole abominable facrifices. 

"J.'hc trafficking negroes, who inhabit the coafts, are for the greater part miftruftful and 
leU-interellctl, even to roguery. Holding as a principle that all the whites are account- 
able one for another, they would make no fcruple of cheating; a Frenchman if they 
could ; becaufe ten years before they themfelves avouIcI have cfittaed the Englilh. But 
rapine and duplicity are by no means the charadler of thenaliiHi. On the contrary it 
is remarked that thofc who inhabit the interior of the lands, unite to a great deal of 
juftice and Iranknefs, a difmtereftednefs which may be called excellive. They literally 
follow the prcce])t of the Gofpel, not to take thought for the morrow. They do not 
even furmife that food and clothing ever can fail. They are always ready to lhare the 
little they have with thefe whom thw v know to be in need. If they have been fortunate 
in hunting or Afliing, or have procu'^al fomething rare, they immediately run and tell 
their friends and neighbours, taking to each his lhare. They would choofe to Hint them- 
felvcs rather than nor give them this ^ oof of their friendfliip. The reproach of avarice 
is the moft cutting that can bo made to any of them, and no fpecies of Aattery is more 
agreeable than to praife them for their freedom in giving ; and to I'ay that they always 
give with open hand. I’heycall the Europeans fjls, becaufe they give nothing for 
nothing. 

Politenefs i.s not foreign to them. 1"hey anticipate each other with reciprocal de- 
ferences. I'hcy arc efpccially attentive to the manner of giving and receiving faluta- 
tions. If it be an equal that they meet, they make one genufleftion, rife and clap their 
hands. Ho who meets a man who is markedly his fuperior, preftrates himfelf, bows 
his head, touches the ground with the ends of his lingers, draws them to his mouth, 
and, as he lilts them up, claps his hands. The perfon thus falulod, be it a prince or 
even a king, never avoids returning the falute, making the genulledion and clapping 
hands. * 

I’hey are humane and obliging even to ftrangers, and to thofc from whom they have 
nothing to expedf in return. I’hey have no inns among them. A traveller who palTes 
through a village at the hour of repaft, enters, without cerei .ony, into the Arlt hut, and 
is quite welcome. 

The mailer of the houfe regales him with the bell he has ; an<l after he has repofed 
awhile condufts him on his way. The raiflionaric* often und. i tak their journies with- 
out proviAons, or merchandize wherewith to procure an\- ; they are humanely and 
hofpitably received every where, nor have they ever wanted ai.y of the nt."eiraries of life. 

’ The author of the General Hiftory of Alla, Africa, and America, tom. la. 
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When a negro perceives that his gueft does not eat heartily, he picks out the beft morfel 
in the difh, bites of it, and prefents him the reft, faying “ Eat, and take my word for it.’* 
This politenefs is very far from ourmianners, but it is quite true to nature ; one may fee 
two little children in an orchard give and take the fruits that they have firft tafted by 
fetting their teeth in them. 

During the laftwar we had with England, a French Ihip having run aground on the 
coaft of Loango, two or three failors faved thcmfelvcs by fwimming, and retired into a 
village called Loubou. The inhabitants of the place received them kindly, and pro- 
vided generoufly for their wants. They lodged, fed and clothed them for feveral years, 
without requiring any labour from them ; all their occupation was to go and walk 
along the coaft, and when they difeovered a vcflel, they ufed to inform the negroes, who 
put them into a perogue to go and reconnoiter her. If Ihe was Englilh, they returned 
with great hafte, for fear left their guefts fhould fall into the hands of their enemies. 
They conduced themfelves towards the failors in this manner until they found a favour- 
able opportunity of returning to France, without ever expreffing any grudge at the ex- 
penfe which their fojoum occafioned. It was in the very village where this took place 
that the miffionarics heard of it. 

In one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, the prefect of the miflion received a 
vilit from a naval officer, who faid, that having learnt that fome French priefts had 
arrived at I^oango, he had repaired thither to confefs himfelf, and to render thanks 
unto God along with them, for his having efcaped the moll imminent danger. He told 
them he had embarked in a fliip from St. Malo ; that the captain of it, feeing a floating 
ifland which prelTed clofe upon his quarter, had fent out a canoe with four failors, 
to cut grafs on it j but that they, being drawn by the violence of the currents, had 
ftruggled againft the waves for four days and four nights, without being able to regain 
their fliip ; that at length on the fifth day, the wind drove their boat on fliore. Of the 
four failors who accompanied the officer, two had died of hunger and fatigue j a third 
had expired on the coaft on getting out of the canoe. The officer and the failor who were 
left, trailed on as well as they could to the next village. The inhabitants haftened to com- 
fort them, and treated them very hofpitably in every refpeft. When they were difpofed to 
quit the place, the people affured them that they might ftill flay as long as they jileafed, 
without fear of being chargeable to any one. They laid in no provifion of food when 
they fet out from Loango ; the people in all the villages where they ffopt, ofli. red them 
liberally whatever they wanted; and this treatment they met with along their whole 
courfe, to the end of their journey. 

Thefe people are poor, compared with us ; but in truth, he who wants nothing is as 
rich as he who has every thing in plenty, and he lives much more contented. In our way 
of life, w'e fliould think that man the inoft to be pitied, who had not the means of pro- 
curing a bed to lie on, or feat to fit on : at Loango, it would be fentericing a man to 
affual punilhment to oblige him to pafs one night in a good bed, or to remain two 
hours in an arm-chair. The Mate'ia of Kakongo, one of the moft |)owerful princes in 
the kingdom, has an apartment furnilhed in the European ftyle ; there are beds, com- 
modes, beaufets, garnifhed with filver mountings. The prince offers feats to the Euro- 
peans who go to vifit him ; as for himfelf, he finds it much more convenient to fit on 
the ground, according to the cuftom of the country. With thefe people, nothing is 
known either of houles of office, cellars, granaries or wardrobes. In entering a hut 
you perceive a mat, which is the mafter’s bed, his table, and his feats ; fome earthen 
veffels, which conftitute his kitchen tackle; fome roots and fruits, thefe are his_ 
belly-proviflons.' When they take a piece of game or a filh, they make a ragout of 
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it, which Europeans deem deteftable, but to their tafte it is delicious. If hunting or 
funiiflies them nothing for their table, they ftick to their roots and fruits ; and 
they always appear content with what they are eating. If a ftranger comes upon them, 
and they have only manioc to offer him, they make no excufe for making him partake 
fuch poor cheer j fuppofing that he ought to think it is becaufe they have nothing better 
to offer him. 

Reared in the midfl f f plenty, or at leaf! in a good opinion of our own comforts of 
life, and of the wealth which procures them, we feci ourfelves naturally led to 
defpife a people fo fi iiple and poor ; but if, they them ' ves underflanding that we are 
the laborious artifaiis of a ihoufand wants which they never experience ! ; if, wit icffing 
our delicacies, our profiifions, and the luxuries of our tables, they p;f'! t;s ba:k fcorn 
for fcorn, and faid they were wifer than we were, I fhould doubt whether an impartial 
umpire would decide the difference in our favour. 

It is an opinion which daily gains credit, that licentioufnefs of manners among thefe 
p’cople is carried to very diffolutencfs ; thus aver the modern authors who treat on this 
country. Pretended travellers, fporting witlt the good faith of the public, are not afraid 
of iiating, iliat: proflitutions, adultery, and the moll monflrous exceffes of debauchery, 
are tricks of cuftoni among them, to fuch a degree, that hufbands themfelves favour 
the lightnefs of their wives, and that the obfequies of their dead are celebrated by 
abominations and itifamy. A mercenary writer has little refpeO: for truth, when he 
finds his account in difguiling it. Such is the cafe here ; he is fure of giving pleafure 
by licentious tales to that numerous clafs of frivolous and libertine readers, who fi.ize 
with avidity all that feems to ennoble their weaknefs, or to extend over thoufands the 
empire of thole paflions which rule them. And notwithftanding, it is after thefe calum- 
nious relations that fyflems arc built, and hence we affirm very gravely, that the Chrif- 
tian religion can never be the religion of all climates ; for the chaftity which it preferibes, 
forms an invincible obftacle to its efta! ’ffiment in torrid climates, and under the burning 
zone. 

But they, who from the receffes of their cabinets, calculate, :.r...r their own way; 
the influence of climate on manners, and who make no difficulty in affigning (compafs 
in hand) the regions beyond which the worlhip and religion of the true God cannot 
be extended ; thofe pretended fages, I fay, ought to take heed how they thus conftitutc 
themfelves accufers and judges of the Divinity ; for, fuppofing that they belong not to 
that horde of madmen, who regard the univerl'e as the produftion of a blind agent, or 
the fport of chance, I would only wifh to fay this, to confound them, “ explain to 
us how it could have happened, that he who has ordained times and formed f'cafons ; 
who has divided the climates and preiided over the general economy of the universe, 
flioukl have fo flrangely mifcalculated to his own difaJvantage, by olfering an abode 
to a great portion of his creatures, in regions where h's name could never be known 
aright, and where his law would be defpifed r” But providence has juftified itfelf 
from this reproach, long before any one thought of making it. No one can be ignorant 
that it was in the hottefl climates that the Chriftiau religion operated the greateft 
miracles ; it was in the midft of the arid deferts and burning fands of thekThebais, that 
during many ages, whole millions offolitary men, bdforo the admiring eyes of the whole 
world, preferved the mod perfefl chaftity, and led a life totally angelic. 

But whatever may be the refult of obfervations made on oth^r people, they cannot 
deftroy thofe which the miflionaries have made for many years, on thole of whom we 
are fpeaking. To fit in true judgment, we muft have feen every thing, calculated 
every thing ; the heat of the climate, if it is tempered by a Ibber and frugal life, will 
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always be much lefs hurtful to chaftity, than other ftimulants in the coldeft countries ; 
than the wines, the fucculent viands, the fights, the impaflioned accents of mufic, the 
licentious writings, the alTociation and intercourfe of young jx-rfons of both fexes ; baits 
of voluptuoufnels which are quite unknown among the people in qucflion. They feed 
habitually on roots, vegetables, and fruits ; they drink water ; they lie on hard lurlaces; 
they are chaftc as it were, by nature, and without the efforts of virtue. They, however, 
attach honour to the praftice of chaftity, and fliame to the contrary vices. An author, 
cited in the General Hijlory of Voyages, fays, that at Loango they are perfuaded that the 
crime of a maid who has not refifted feduftion, woidd be fuflicient to draw down a 
total ruin on the whole country, were it not expiated by a public avowal made to the 
king j and the fame writer, impelled by I know not what kind of blind bias for calum- 
niating the manners of this people, adds, that this avowal, however, has nothing in it 
humiliating. But it is eafy to judge, that a fault which is deemed fufticicntly enormous 
to provoke the wrath of lleaven, muft condemn to opprobrium and fhame, the culprit 
who is obliged to make the avowal. 

A man, as we fhall foon fee, may marry as many women as he finds willing to attach 
themfelves to him ; but it is an unheard-of thing for a man and w'oman to cohabit 
publicly, without being lawfully elpoufed. There arc never feen in this country, as 
in the great towns of Europe, any of thofe focieties of women, who keep a fchool of 
debauchery. 

They would not fuffer them to traffic fhamcfully with their honour, by walking in 
the-ftreetsj ftill lefs would they be allowed to cxercife the infamous trade of feducing 
and corrupting youth. The language, though very rich, offers no term which cor- 
refponds with that of a female debauchee' ; if is exprefled by a Portuguese w'ord. 

The Negrefles have, like the Negroes, their arms and bofoms uncovered, elpecially 
when at work ; but the cuftom is general ; no one thinks of it ; no one is fcandalized 
at it ; and it is wrong with authors to have concluded thence, that they brave all the 
laws of modefty. This nudity of a Negrefs, who from morning to night is occupied 
in cultivating the field under a burning fun, is lefs infidious and lefs fhocking to pub- 
lic decency, in that country, than the half-nakednefs of our court ladies among us. 
Whenever the miffion’aries found themfelves among the inhabitants of the country, in 
the palfage of riv irs where there are no boats, they obferved, that when a woman 
entered the water, all the men turned away their eyes until fhe had got to the other 
fide ; the women on their part, do the fame when the men pals. 

The young “girls accompany their mothers every where, who require from them 
theftrideft referve. A youth durft notfpeak to a girl, except in her mother’s prefence; 

cannot make her a prefent except when he afks her in marriage. A miflionary 
one day met a little Negrefs returning from the fields with her mother ; fhe faid to 
him in the language of the country, and in a jocular tone, “ Good day, man of God!" 
Her mother immediately gave her a fevere reprimand for having fpoken to a man, and 
with fo little referve. Dancing is in this country a daily exercife, but the men never 
dance except with men, rior the women^except with women. The fongs of joy, which 
generally accempanjr their dances, have nothing in them offenfive to modefty. 

CHAP. IX.]— Of Marriages and Alliances. 

POLYGAMY is authorized by the national laws, and it is allowable for a man to 
maixy as many women as he thinks proper ; but this liberty which the law allows, 
is reftrained by nature. The number of women among them does^ not appear to fur- 
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pafs that of the men, perhaps it does not even reach it; fo that a Grandee of the 
country cannot marry twenty women, without placing nineteen of his fellow citizens 
under 'the necelTity of obferving celibacy. Befides, a woman generally prefers the 
advantage of being the foie fpoufe of an individual, to the honour of being the wife 
of a lord, who mufl: give her a great number of rivals ; thus it is only the rich who 
can ufe the privilege, or rather the abufe of the law, for that is the only name which 
can fuit a difpofition which favours one party in fociety, to the detriment of the other. 
But as the clafs of rich perfons is far from numerous, all the free men, and even moft 
of the flaves ftill find means to marry. Thofe who fta ed that the commoneft Negroes 
in the country have each two or three wives, w'ould have to reckon bef i^aand, 
whether the number of women twice or thrice furpafled that of the men ; as thofe 
who allot feven thoufand to a king of Loango, mull; have afeertained that there is that 
number in his whole capital ; this, no one who has been upon the fpot dare aflure 
them. 

The fathers and mothers leave to their boys the care of choofing a wife. The 
marriage of the girls is corifidered a houfehold affair, which concerns the mother only. 
The wives bring no portion to their hufband ; on the contrary, when a boy wants to 
have a maid in marriage, he goes to find her mother, and makes her thofe prefents 
which he judges will be moft agreeable to her. If thefe prefents, or the hand which 
offers them, do not pleafe the mother, fhe refufes them. If ftic accepts them, the young 
man immediately prefents gifts to the maid alfo, who is ftill free to receive or rejeft 
them. The acceptance of prefents on the part of the mother and daughter is equiva- 
lent to a promife of marriage. 'J"he nuptials, however, are not celebrated until about 
a month afterwards ; and during that time the girl appears in public, with her body 
painted red, in order that all the world may know, that the man with whom (he is feen 
to cohabit is her hufband. Were not tliis ceremony previoufly obfeiYed, the marriage 
would be deemed illegal and facrilegious, and the parents of the girl would have a right 
to punifh her with uoath. I'he term preferibed by ufage being expired, the girl wafhes 
away the red colour with which (he has been ilained, and the nuptials are celebrated 
with dances and ruftic fongs. 

Marriage thus contrafted, forms an indiffoluble bond. There are only certain par- 
ticular cafes excepted by the law, which authorize a hulband to divorce his wife ; as 
for inftance, when a princefs choofes him for her hufband. Conjugal chaftity is fingu- 
larly refpefted among thefe people ; adultery is placed in the lift of the greateft crimes. 
By an opinion generally received, the women are perfuaded that if they were to render 
themfelves guilty of infidelity, the greateft misfortunes would overwhelm ihem, unlefs 
they averted them by an avowal made to their hulbands, and in obtaining their pardon 
lor the injury they might have done. There are ftill fome more faults of which the 
wives think themfelves bound to accufe themfelves to their hufbands. This accufation 
is a fort of religious ceremony. The hufband takes care to be always eafily to be in- 
treated to pardon his wife for the faults which (he avows to him ; but if (he names an 
accomplice, he has a right to profccute and bring that offender to juftice ; pnd he never 
fails to do fo, elpecially if the man has carried his audacity fo farms to (lain the nup- 
tial couch. When this crime is in agitation, the judge does not reejuire other proofs 
than the denunciation of the hufband, confirmed by the avowal ot the wife ; becaufe 
he fuppofes that this avowal, which condemns her to infamy, cannot but be the cry of 
confcience. She is .acquitted of it at the tribunal of the judge, as flie is before her 
hufband, for the fake of her repentance -and (hame,; but it is not fo with*the feducer ; 
the law ordains that he (hall be placed in the power, and at the diferetion of the man 
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■whom he has outraged ; and he becomes his Have, at leafl: unlefs he be rich enough to 
ranfom himfelf. It is not to be fuppofed that fuch flaves are at all fpared by their 
mafters. 

A princefs has the double right of choofing from among the people, fuch a hufliand as 
Ihe thinks propei', even if he be already married, and to oblige him to have her alone 
for his fpoufe. As this lafl condition generally appears too hard to tlw princes, it is 
rare that the princclTcs find any of them willing to marry them, even the commoners 
(tread their alliance ; but when it is offered them, they are obliged to accept it, on pain 
of being conftrained by confifeation of body and goods. 'J'hey have alfo a liberty, 
which none of the women of the people have ; they can divorce a hufband who no 
longer fuits them, and choofe another ; and it does not appear that they need afllgn 
any other motive for their divorce, than their will. In order that the divorced hufband 
of a princeis may marry, or even take back his former wife, if he had one before his 
marriage with the princefs, he mult obtain the permiffion of the king, who is gene- 
rally very free and eafy on this point. 

^ The little kingdom of n’-Goio acknowledges its dependence on that of Toango, by 
giving to the king a princefs of the blood, who is not to be the lirfl; among his fpoufes, 
and has none of the privileges of the other priiicefles. 

He on whom the princefs fixes her choice to become her hufliand, begins by rubbing 
his body with palm oil, and painting himfelf red : this is the firlt excrcifc of a 
month s retreat, which he paff’es altogether at home, without ever ftepping outfidc the 
door. During this lime he feeds on the commonefl meat, and drinks only water. At 
the end of the month he waffles himfelf, and marries the jirincefs with a great deal of 
magnificcn(':c. But the day of his wedding is the lafl: of his liberty. The hufband of 
a princeis is lefs her fpoufe than her ffavc and licr prifoner. He engages hiial’elf, in 
marrying her, never more to look on a uoinan during the w'hole time he cohabits 
W'ith her. Never does he go out, unlefs accompanied by a numerous efcort of parr eff 
his guards before, to drive afide all the women on the road where he is to pals. 
If, in fpite of thele precautions, a woman meet him on his wav, and he lias the ill luck 
to caff his eyes upon her, the princeis, on tlie depofition of lier fpics, may have his 
head clioppcd oft, and flie commonly ufes this right. Thi; fiu't of li'ncitjnifm, fuf- 
lained by pow'er, often carries tlie princelfes to the greateff excefles : bur ludhing is 
dreaded lo much as their anger. Cruelty feems to be their nature, and it rniglit be 
faid, that they wifli lo revenge themfelves on all who approach them, of the fort of 
fervitude to which their fex is condemned. 

The condition of other women alffually forms a ftrikiiig contnift with that of the 
pjsincefl'fs. While the latter treat tfieir hufbands as imperious miftrtfles ; the former 
are to theirs in a ftatc of dependence bordering on flavery. When they fpeak them, 
it is always kneeling. They alone are charged with the cultivtition of the lands, ancl 
with all in-door work ; it is their bufmefs to provide for their own fubfiftence, and that 
of their children and hulband. 

If a man has many wives, each in her turn dreffes his victuals, and liolds herfelf 
honoured in Waiting on him at table, and then in receiving at his hand, tiic leavings lor 
herfelf and children. The hufband, in order not to excite jealoufy among his wives, 
ufes no familiarity with any of them. He always dwells alone in his hut, and each of 
them in hers, with her children. This feparation of dwelling does not prevent dif- 
ferences from arifing among them now and then, which the hufband, according to the 
ufage of the country, has a right to terminate juridically. On the complaint which has 
been preferred to him, he orders die two rivals 'to appear together before him ; each 
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pleads her caufe kneeling ; whilft he himfelf fits on the ground with his feet croffed. 
After having heard them, he pronounces fcntence ; they retire in filence, tedifying the 
inoft entire fubmiffion to his judgment. It appears, that thofe who have feveral wives, 
make foTme diftinftion among them ; and that fome are wives of the firft order, others 
of the ftcond order ; of the latter clafs there are feme who are truly Haves. The lot 
of princes’ wives difiers much from that of princeffes ; they are not difpenfed with in 
doinellic labour, and they are frequently occupied like others in the cultivation of 
the lands. 

The hufband commonly is at the charge of givin Irelfes to his wife, and main* 
taining her houfe ; he goes a hunting and fifhiiig. W oen thole who have m?nv wives 
have procured a fufficient quantity of game and fifh, they diftribute it aniuj g ail their 
wives, fcrupuloully obi'erving, that the lharcs are equal according to the number of 
' their children. If w'hat they have taken is not fufficient for all, they divide only with 
her who has charge of the kitchen that day. The commonalty of goods between 
huffiands and wives is not held in this country ; it is attended with too many incon- 
veniences for the ufage of polygamy. As to fucceflions, the children do not inherit from 
their father ; but only from their mother. The goods of the father are revcrfible after 
death to his eldefl uterine brother, if he has one. In defefl: of brothers, to the eldelfc 
fon of his eldefl uterine fifter, orlaftly, to theeldtfl fon of his neareft maternal relation. 

Succeflions among the poor, that is to fay, the bulk of the nation, are reduced to a 
houle, a gun, a fabre, fome wooden or earthen vcll'els, and a few macoutes ; lometimes 
they are of ffill lefs value. Thofe of the rich, of the princes and kings, confifl.of 
Haves, cotton cloths covered with filver, coral, fabres, guns, and otlicr ctfecls drawn 
from Europe. As the king is proprietary of the kingdom, the lands and lordlhips which 
the great hold by the title of government, do not pafs to their heirs, unlcfs they pur- 
chafe the preference by dint of prefents to the king and his miniltcrs. 


CHAP. X. — 0/" the Education of the Children. 

I'HE fathers take no particular care of the education of their children. They 
content themfclves with infpiring them with a certain vague fear of the Divinity, of 
which they themfclves have very confuied notions. They nrduce them by example, 
more than difeourfe, to refpeft their fuperftitious praflices ; to avoid lying, theft, and 
perjury. They alfo enjoin them to refpedl the Ganga or miniflers, and the aged. 
'I’hey give them leflbns as occafion requires. There is no public fchool among thefe 
people, cither for religion, or for fciences ; and there are few trades to whicli tb^y 
can bind their children. The young girls arc as laborious as their moihers. Always 
at their fide, they fhare with them the hardefl toils of the field, and all the cares c" the 
houfehold. They go to gather fire-wood in the forefis, and draw water from the river, 
which is frequently a quarter of a league diftani. But the little boys, following the 
example of their father, will take no part in the labours w-th which their fillers are 
overwhelmed ; and fcarcely do they arrive at years of diferetionj wherk they affume 
the tone of maflers over them, as they fee their fatfter do over their mother. A mif- 
fionary one day heard a mother giving a fmall commiffion to Iter f ni. The child was 
only about eight years old, but he anfwered gravely, “ Do you think then that I 
am a boy ?” 

•Whilft the mother works with her daughters, the boys amufe themfcjvcs and Idle 
away their time with children of the fame age. They play but little ; fometimes they 
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feck fugar-canes, ananas, and other fruits delicious to the tafte ; but their great and 
almoft only occupation, is to go a bird-nefting in the forefta, where they find them in 
great numbers, and of the fineft plumage. They alfo take them in traps and with 
nets, ufing ants’ eggs for baits. Many children there are among us, who would 
more eafily accuftom themfelves to this way of life, than to the f<’verities of 
ftudy. 

When they are come to the age of fifteen or fixteen, they engage voluntarily in 
fiflilng ; or they go to the chace as foon as they can find means to purchafe a gun. 
Some of them manufafture macoutes, which are little bits of linen cloth, which pafs 
for money in the country. 


CHAP. XL — 0/ Arts and Trades. 

THESE people have no knowledge of writing, nor any figns which may (land 
in its ftead. They have therefore no records but tradition, which is maintained 
by certain ul’ages. The arts among them are ftill in their infancy ; they exercife thofe 
only which are neceflary to life, and even thofe in a very imperfeft manner. 

Their phyficians arc revered as very cftimable men, quite eflential to the welfare of 
fociety : their art forms part of the religion. They bear the name of Ganga, which in 
the language of the country fignifies miniftcr. When they come to a patient, they afk 
him where his ailment lies ? and they fet to blowing on the parr alleged ; after that they 
make fomentations, and tie up his limbs in different places with bandages : thefe are the 
preliminaries ufed in all diieafes ; they know nothing either of phlebotomy or of 
medicines. There are cafes in which they employ fimples of different forts, but only 
topically. The miflionaries could not get to know the virtues of them. I'hey always 
chew feme before they breathe upon their patients, which operation may well, efpccially 
in external hurts, produce fome natural effeft. The phyficians of the country know 
alfo a very falutary remedy, in their opinion, for all difeafes j but this they only employ 
in favour of thofe who can afford the expenfe ; when they are called in to a rich man, 
they take with them all the performers on mufical inftruraents they can find in the 
country : they all enter in filcnce ; but at the firft fignal which they give, the mufical 
troop begin their performance j fome are furnifhed with flringed inllruments ; others 
beat on the trunks of hollow trees, covered with Ikin, a fort of tabor. All of them 
uniting their voices with the found of the inllruments, rouml the patient’s bed, make 
a terrible uproar and din ; which is often continued for feveral days and nights in fuc- 
ceffion. To an European the remedy would be worfc than the difeafe ; but this mufic, 
wBich charms the negroes when they arc in good health, cannot make them feel, in 
ficknefs, a more difagreeable fenfation than the moft harmonious concert would to one 
of ,us ; and in this cafe the remedy muff certainly not be fo violent as might at firft be 
imagined. Be that as it may,’ when the Hate of the patient begins to grow worfe, they 
endeavour to draw from <heir inftruments the moft piercing founds, and make the 
whole neighb 9 urhood refound with their cries, as if they wanted to frighten Death and 
put him to flight. 'If they do not fucceed in this, as it often happens, they confolc 
thenifelves in the thought, that they have done their duty, and that the relations of the 
defunft have nothing to reproach them with. All the time the choir of muficians 
rranain near the deeWed, the phyficians pay him frequent vifits, and come at 
ftated hours to adminiftcr different remedies to him, and to blow upon his 
pained part. 


The 
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The moft common difeafes of thefe climates are fevers, fmall-pox, meafles, and palfy, * 
The latter is called the difeafe j the negroes regard it as the punifliment for fome 

attempt meditated againit the king ; the paralytic, however, is never judicially pro- 
fecuted, becaufe it is fuppofed that Heaven, who has deprived him of the ufe of fome of 
his limbs, has puniflied him accordmg to the degree of his malicious intention ; but 
he is regard^ as a wicked citizen. 

The phyficians preferibe no particular regimen to their patients ; they order them to 
have every thing they want, either to eat or drink, without any regard to quantity or 
quality ; but if they afle for nothing, nothing is to bi offered them. This method is 
not without its inconveniences, but it may alfo have its advantages. As foon as the 
patient is dead, or when he is cured, his relations make a gathering on the for the 
profit of the phyfician who has attended him during his illnefs. When the gatherers 
went to the miffionaries, they generally alkcd them for European brandy, affuring 
them, that it was the thing which would moft pleafe the Doctor. 

As the greater part of our difeafes are occafioned by exceffes of the table, the negroes 
who always lead an uniform, fober, and frugal life, are rarely fick, and a great number 
among them, attain an extreme old age. The adtual king of Kakongo, named 
Poukouta, is one hundred and twenty-fi;i years of age. He has always been in good 
health, and it was only in the month of March laft year, that he felt, for the firft time, 
the infirmities of old age, and that his fight and legs began to weaken ; but his head 
is ftill found, and he habitually employs five or fix hours a day, in adminiftering 
juftice to his fubjedts. The princefs Ma-intevay his aunt, is about as old, and in equal 
health. 

When the negroes feel themfelves indifpofed, they make a ptifan of dog's tooth, 
which is the fame as ours. 'I'hofe who have ailings which do not oblige them to keep 
their bed, go themfelves to the Doctors, who preferibe to them fom« fuperftitious 
practices, to which they attribute t’ cure, which nature herfelf operates. 

Although thele jrliyficiaus, as we have juft now fufficiently fhewn, are no great 
conjurors, the people believe them to be very deeply verfed in *^110 fecrets of magic j 
and they alfo do not forbid themfelves the acquifition of the occult fciences, which are 
attributed to them, as well as the commerce, I’uppofcd to be eftablifhed between them 
and the evil fpirit whom they undertake to appeafe. The children of the Dodors 
fuccced their fathers. 

The miffionaries one day had occafion to fee a negro, the lord of a village, whom 
neither the found of inftruments nor the breathings of the dodlors, nor even their 
topical remedies, had been able to cure. His difeafe bore fymptoms quite fingular and 
peculiar j at the moment when the fit feized him, day or night, he went out and ran at 
random over the plains and through the forefts, making lamentable bowlings and Sries, 
like one poll'efl'ed with a devil. His eyes were haggard and inflamed, he foamed at the 
mouth, and when he flopped, he appeared ffiaken with violent convulfions, although he 
did harm to no one. The inhabitants of th., country, when he was in this ftate, 
dreaded to meet him, more than they dreaded a wild beaft. When thefe fits of fury 
fubfided, the man appeared very rational, and fpokc fenfibly ; but all that the mif- 
fionaries could draw from him, and what he conftantly told e?ery body, was, that he 
was haunted by a great fpedre, the fight of which fliook him and put him befide himfelf, 
and then he knew not where he was, nor what he did. The miffionaries not being 
able to follow this man, and to examine him in his mad fits, fuppofed that the diforder 
was occafioned by organic derangement *, though it is not impoffible that the demon 
who already poffefles the fouls of the wretched inhabitants of thefe countries, may alfo 
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fomctimcs extend his dominion over the bodies ; and that, by a juft judgment of God, 
he begins to punifh thenj, even in this life, for the facrilegious iForfhip they paid him. 

We have fpoken elfewhere of agriculture; it is the women who carry it on. 
They have no other inftrument of tillage than a little pointed fpade, which is pretty 
much like the trowels of our mafons. They who fay they have feen a quantity of 
vine-drcficr.s in Loango, ought to have feen, that there are no vines iii««he countiy. 
The men, befides, by an univerfal prejudice, founded no doubt on their indolence, 
would think they degraded themfelves if they tilled the ground. They prefer to attach 
honour to more amufing and lefs toilfome occupations ;^lmoft all ol' them are hunters 
and fifhers. A great number are alfo carpenters, if tro may give that name to tliofe 
who con^ru£l fuch houfes as we have defcribcd. 'J’here are alfo fmiths antong them, 
as well as potters, weavers, and falt-makers. 

The fmiths get their iron from Europe. To heat it they ufe charcoal. They 
hammer it on anvils made of wood harder than Hone. There have been feen how'- 
cver, fomc fmall iron anvils in the King’s forges at Loango. Tlie workmen arc flow, 
and not very Ikilful ; they make only fmall ware. The hammers they ufe are no heavier 
than thofe of our upholfterers. Their bellows are of a pretty ingenious make. 

The potters make all forts of earthen veir«ls, which they bake in the midll of 
a great fire. They are fafhioned almoft as well as thofe of Europe, although no 
wheel is ufed. The potters alfo make tobacco pipes, the great confumption of which 
, forms a confiderable branch of their petty trade. 

The weavers make their cloths of a grafs about two feet high, which grows uniiiled 
in the defert plains, and needs no preparation to be put to work. The length of the 
grafs is the length of the web ; they make it rather narrower than long. This cloth is 
woven like ours ; but they make it on their knee.s, without fhuttle or loom : having the 
patience to pafs the woof through the threads with their fingers, in the fame w'ay that 
our balket-makers weave their hurdles. Although they work with fuch quicknefs 
that one can fcarcely follow their fingers with one’s eyes, they ’get flowly forward. 
The beft workmen do not make more than the length of an ell of cloth in the 
fpace of eight days. 

I'heir little pieces, which we call macoutes, ferve as the current money of the country. 
The merchants have no right to refufe in exchange for thetn the goods they bring to 
market. Befides the common cloths, the negroes make little bags, caps, and other 
articles, fome of which would be admired in Europe for the variety of the defign, 
and the delicacy of the workmanfhip. In the country is found a tree, the inner 
bark of which is really a cloth, as ftrong and flexible as ours : the negroes ufe it as 
macoutes, and as materials for clothes. 

Tlfe peafants of the villages near the fea, are moftly falters. All their art confifts 
in evaporating fea water over a great fire, which depofits the fait at the bottom of 
veflelii. employed for the purpofe. 


CHAP, XII. — Cy the mode of Dnfs^ and of fome particular Vfages» 

« f 

THESE people have no fpecies of veftment which anfwers to our ihirts ; they are un- 
covered down to the waift in all feafons ; and they go always bare-foot and bare-legged. 
Their drefs confifts of a fmall under petticoat which we call pagne, and which refemblcs 
, that worn by our bakers’ boys and brewers’ apprentices. It reaches half way down the 
leg, fome of them' leave a long tail to it. The poor make it of their own country cloth ; 
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the rich make it of a cotton cloth, or of other light fluffs brought from F.urope. This 
petticoat is furmountedf-with a broatl girdle, commonly of red or blue cloth, moflof 
them have only one drefs, which they wear night and day, until it is too much worn or 
too dirty, for they never wafli their clothes. By a ufage very different from ours, the 
men have always caps on, and the women go bare-headed ; they wear their hair, the 
men (have ifeeir heads. The heads of thofe who afpire to glory in apparel, rcLmble 
a parterre ; you fee alleys and figures traced on them with a great deal of fymmetry. 
Allowing for this difference, the women are dreffed pretty much like the men ; and the 
author of the General Hiftor^^f Alia, Africa, and A- terica, has been ill informed, when 
he fays in Vol. Xll. of his WOTC that their petticoats are not furmounted by a mrdlc like 
thofe of the men ; it is however remarked, that they have Icfs inclination th m the men for 
glittering ornaments ; on feafl days, for want of jewelry they attire theinfelves in rafeades j 
the rafeade is a bead of glafs, of which chaplets are made in Europe. They make collars 
and bracelets of them, and even put them round their legs : fome men envy them this 
brilliant attire ; but inftead of employing the rafeade in collars and bracelets, they make a 
fort of bandolier of it. The men as well as the women and even the children carry in 
their girdle a fheathed knife, like our head cooks. This knife, which is always well fharp- 
ened, ferves as a razor for their beard, and asfeiflars for their poll. A modern hiftorian, 
ill informed on the ufoges of the country, fays, that the inhabitants of Loango make their 
bed (.oils of the palm tree. Ifthefe people ufed bed polls, they might find in their 
fbrclis many trees preferable (o the palm for this purpofc ; but their bed is merely a# 
mac for the poor, and an European carpet for the rich ; this does not hinder them from 
fleepmg fciinclly. 'I’he niofl diligent are never up before fun-rife, and the greater part 
not till long afterwards. If they I''ve any work to do, it is commonly done before dinner. 
They make only two meals ; the firlt at ten o’clock, and the fecond at night-fall. Al- 
though they tiro themfelves vci v fiitle in the forenoon, they reft alnioft the whole after- 
noon : exccjjt when they take a !- .■ to go a hunting or a fifliing, we have fhevvn that 
tiieir ntoli comm<'»> paftime, is talk. Many of them play at a game very like our games of 
draughts and chefs ; they amule thenilelvcs alfo .Tr a hand game, which confifls in beat- 
ing thcinlclves in cadences genckcr v/r flower, in tiificivnr parts of the body, fo as jufl to 
meet and llrike at the lame time each other’s hands; they often gather together in a 
juiblic place, under d'c fhadn; of a well-tufted tree, to bold concepts. Each is admitted 
to play his part ; they are Iris lianuonious, but move noiiy than ours. They ufe all forts of 
flringed inllnitucuts made by tb.eiufclves in their own way ; trumpets, fifes, and drums, 
conipril'e alfo a part of dieir fymphenies ; they always nux their verfis will) the founds of 
their inflriimeuts. '1 he more noife is made, the better the piece is pe formed ; thefe con- 
certs, whicli ilaucr and tiv.nfport the negroes, aifoatnufe the Eurt'j'eans, who canno^help 
laughing at this ftrangc rerull of an infinity of voices accompanied by hoarfe braying in- 
flruincnts of all kinds. If foine of our inilitary muficians were to laud in thofe countries, 
iliey would become new Orpbei, and draw af ter them the towns and villages ; but the 
tender and impaflioncdairs rd’ our belt opcra>muficians would be laughed at. 

Although dancing is a laiiguing excrcifc in Inch hot countries, it is ntuch praflifed. 
It is fonietimcs a diverfion ; hut oftener a religious ceremony. The negroes dance when 
they are in forrow, juft as tiicy do when they are 'joyful ; at the *’’ineral of their fathers, 
as at their own wedding, the fong ever accompanies the tlaiiv e ; the moft qualified of the 
troop, or he who can fing bell, begins alone, and the others repeat the fong, and dance 
to it as our provincial pcafants do. They have no fongs compofed, they make them 
off hand ; and take their fubjebt from exifting circumftances. Thg miffiOnarics one 
day heard of a woman, wlio, dancing on the occafion of her hufband’s death, deplored 



57C 


rROYART’s HISTORY OF tOANGO> &C. 


his lot and that of her children ; fhe compared the defuna to the roof of a houfe, the fall 
of which foon involves that of the whole edifice ; “ Alas ! (crMW flie, in her language,) 
the ridge has fallen ; there lies the building expofed to the weather, all is over ; the 
ruin is unavoidable.” 

The more remote the negroes are from fweetnefs and nature in their concerts, the 
more fentiment and truth they throw into their dances and ruftic fongs. 16c they pro- 
voked by grief, or excited by joy, they are always the faithful expreffion of nature. 
The heai'er is moved with them, in fpite of himfelf j efpecially when he beholds their 
adljon. One day, when two miffionaries were paffing th^Jugh a village, they heard of a 
mother w’hofe fon fome robbers had ftolen, and fold as a Have to the Europeans. 'I'his 
woman, in the firft tt;anfport of woe, failles from her houfe diflblved in tears, holding 
her daughter by the hand ; flie immediately fell to dancing with her, chaunting her 
misfortune in the mofl piteous and touching lone. Now flic curf-d the day when fhe be- 
came a mother ; then flie called her fon, making imprecations againfl the wrctclics who 
had borne him away ; at other times flie reproached for their nioft cruel avarice thofc 
European merchants who buy from all hands thofe who are offered to them as flaves. 
Struck by the novelty of the fight, the miffionaries flopped a moment : the fong of the de- 
folated mother, the abundance of her tears, the irregular movement which agitated her 
by turns, even the diforder of the dance — all rendered the fentiment, all exprefled 
nature with fuch energy, that the miffionaries themfelves, pierced with profound grief, 
'felt their tears flow and retired weeping. The women, liketlie men, have their affem- 
blies fordiverfion and dancing: but only on feafl; days, or when they have finiflied their 
toils of the field, and the bufinefs of the houfehold. '1 hey arc never confouniled with 
the men ; even the wife does not dance with her hufband, nor the filler with her brother. 
They never work above three days in fucceffion ; the fourth is for them a general reft 
day, during which they are not allowed to bufy themfelves in tillage. The men, who 
^epofe habitually, work ftiH lefs on that day. They walk, fport, and go to market. The 
miffionaries have never been able to procure from the negroes any explanation of this 
period of four days, which forms their week. They know neither months nor years. 
"When they reckon time, which they rarely do, it is by moons and feafons ; thus to 
make them underftand that our Lord offered himfelf for the falvation of men at thirty- 
three years of age, we tell them that he was fixty-fix feafons old. 

It was matter of furprife to fee people who count nothing, not even their age, fliould 
have like us the ufe of numbers, which they carry even to infinity, f ’hey begin by nu- 
merating like us, one, two, three, &c. &c. as far as ten : inftcad of faying ten, they 
fay tithing, and they continue tithing one, tithing two, tithing three, up to twenty : 
theiv,they fay two tithings, next two tithings one, two tithings two, two tithings three, 
&c. they numerate them as far as nine tithings nine ; then they fay a hundred, and begin 
again ; when they come to ten hundreds, they employ a term which anfwers to a thoufand ; 
and tliey thus continue to numerate as far as millions and milliards. Numbers are 
fometimes matters of entertainment to the fages of the country. 

It is commonly at night-fall that the negroes make their fecond repaft ; it is not 
more fplendid than the firft. In the evening they light torches, which are of the fize of 
thofe which our laqqueys carry behind carriages ; they are made of an odoriferous gum, 
which diflils plentifullji from one of the forefl trees, and which petrifie in rollers. Inftead 
of putting their wick in the torch, they put the torch into the wick, by inverting the 
rollers with flax and bits of dry wood. Thefe torches throw up a light fmoke, which 
fpreads an agreeable odour to a great diftance. Although the nights are never cold, 
they commonly light a fire in the evening to purify the air, which by the continual ex- 
4 halations 
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halation^rom the earth, is rendered thick and unwholefome. Their hearth, when no 
rain falls, is in the middl^of the court. That is alfo the place where they take their 
evening repaft. Imiiiecliately after fupper they retire to their huts, and lie down on 
their mats, unlefs foinc neighbour conies to talk, or they have to dance in honour 
of a dead perfon, which very often happens ; becaufe they are accullomed, as we lhall 
fee in the fequ|^, to dance for feveral months for their nearefl; relatives, and in pro- 
portion for others, and each for their friends. On thefe occafions they watch the 
greater part of the night, and fleep by day. 


CHAP. XIII. — Of the Gc'csrnment. 

THE government with thefe people is purely defpotic. They fay their lives and 
goods belong to the king ; that he may difpofe ef and deprive them of them when he 
pleafes, without form of procefs, and without their having any thing to complain of. 

In his prefence they pay marks of refpeft which refemble adoration. The individuals 
of the lower clalTes are perfuaded that his power is not confined to the earth, and that 
he has credit enough to make rain fall from heaven : hence they fail not, when a con- 
tinuance of drought makes them fearful about the barveft, to reprefent to him that if he 
does not take care to water the lands of his kingdom, they will die of hunger, and 
will find it iinpoflible to make him the ufual prefents. 

The king, to fatisfy the people, without however compromifing himfelf with heaven, 
devolves the affair on one of his miniflers, to whom he gives orders to caufe to fall 
without delay upon the plains as much rain as is wanted to fertilize them. When the 
minifter fees a cloud which he prefumes mull Ihed rain, he fhews himfelf in public, as 
if to exercife the orders of his prince. The women and children troop around him, 
crying with all their might Give us ra'iK. give us rain ; and he promifes them fome. 

The king, who reigns as a defpot over the people, is often difturbed in the exercife 
of his power, by the princes his vaffals, many of whom are not much inferior to him in 
force. Thefe princes voluntarily acknowledge their dependance ft) long as the king 
exafts nothing from them which impairs their privileges or pretefifions j but Ihould 
the fovereign authority feem inclined to conftrain them, they endeavour to withdraw 
themfelves from it by open force and by dint of arms. 

The Haves are not the moil ill-treated perfons in thefe Hates : the king and the 
princes fpare thofe who belong to them, under the apprehenfion, left, having nothing 
which attaches them to their native foil, they Ihould pafs into the fervice of foreign 
princes, who always very willingly feize the opportunity of augmenting their pof- 
ieflions, by affuring to fugitive Haves who are willing to furrender themfelves to theiff, 
the fame lot and condition in life which they have left. The free negroes arc mo'e to 
be pitied, with refpefl to their condition. They arc obliged to make prefents to tjie 
king, in proportion to the number of their Have;-, of the lands they till, and the cattle 
they breed. If tlie king thinks they do not give enough, he fends Haves to their places 
to take what they have. Juft and humane kings do not permit themfelves to make 
thefe crffel exadlions ; but their miniflers, the governors of pfovinces, and offter 
fubaltern officers, often execute them in their name. The per|ile tuffer without com- 
plaining, being perfuaded that the king in defpoiling them, only exercifes his right, 
and confole themfelves with the thought that they fliall always find a few roots of 
manive to fubfift upon. 
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This form of adruiniflration, as it may be cafily imagined, fllfles the verjigenn of 
emulation ; the arts do i\(U impiove, every thing languiflit^ Even fuppofing the king 
to be foie propiietary of the whole kingdom, if his fubjctfs by paying him a fixed tax, 
in proportion to the lands tiicy could till, inigiit promife themfelves, like the farmers 
of our lords, to gather in quictntfs the fruits of their labours and their indultry ; their 
rich j/lams which are now abandoned would be tilled with care, or covered with cattle ; 
the prince would be the richer for it, and the people would live in a Hate of enjoyment. 
Eut, contented with a fmall field w'hich yields them a few infipid roots, and the tillage 
of which they leave to the females, they pafs their lives in idlenefs, defpifiug the riches,* 
of which the king when he pleafes, may fay, “ they alb mine.’' 

Though the kings do not employ the" moll proper means for promoting the welfare 
of their fubjefts, they hold this as a principle, that it is their intercIL as well as their 
duty, to occupy themfelves with the care of rendering them happy, and maiutalaing 
{.caee and jullice among them. Every day they pafs fevcral irours in deciding; the 
proctlTes of thofe who have appealed with them to their tribunals ; they held frequent 
councils; but it is rare that they have a real friend, and a difimciTll' d man auif ng 
thnfe whom they invite thither. The minilters Hand chtirged with the ext cmion ol 
whatever has been determined in the king's council ; but as this prince bliiullv t'efirs 
to them, it frequently happens, that, w'hile occupied with the details of jullice, he 
pacifies the differences of a few families, one of liis minillers, in his natne, though 
without Ills knowledge, fpreads trouble and defolation over a w'hole province. 

The principal minillers are the ma~n^ovo, the ma-rponlou, the ina-L;ka, the m-fouka, 
and the ma-komba. The ma-ngovo, whom we call mangovc, is the miniller for foreign 
affairs, and the introducer of foreigners at court. Tlie mn-npo'iiGU is affociated to the 
department of the mangove, and reprefents him when a’lfent. The wa-kakn is minifftr 
of war, and even genera'iffimo of the armies. It is he who caufes the troops to be 
multered in time of war, who appoints their officers, reviews them, and alfo Ictuls 
them to battle. The vufouka, whom the French call nnifouque, is miniller eff' com- 
merce. He makes frequent voyages on the fea coalls, wlicre are the warehoul'ts and 
factories of the Europeans. He is (fuligcd, by the nature of his office, to make 
frequent reprefentations of the Hate of the exchanges which are made I^etwecn liic 
Europeans and the Africans, and to take care that no frauds are committed on < Iihcr 
fide. He alfo prefides over the recovery of the droits which the king exacts irom 
llrangers who trade in his Hates; and he is charged with the generd police of the 
markets. The ma-kmha is gTand mailer of the waters and forclis. It is he who lias 
the infpedion of all the boatmen, filhermen, and hunters ; and it is to him that the 
filh and game intended for the king arc uirefted. I hey reckon alfo in tlie number oi 
itTlnillers a vta-nibanza., a mam-bile^ and fome others whofe funSions are unknown, 

Thefe minillers have no offices or houfes of bufinefs as ours have ; they even know 
not -how cither to read or write : wiiii the exception of a fmall number of important 
affairs, they difpatch all others on the fpot, and as foon as they prefent themftlvcs, in 
order not to run the rifle of forgetting them. ''I’hcir clerks are intelligent Have# whom 
they fend into the towns and provinces, to fignify to private individuals, as well as 
perfons in plaVe, tho king’s intentions. In all the provinces and in all the towns, there 
is a governor for the king. The chiefs of the villages are alfo Icing’s officers ; they admi- 
niller jullice in his name. They are the more exatt in requiring that every one lliall make 
prefenis proportioned’ to his revenues, inafmuch as they themfelves arc charged with 
the receipt tiud tranfmiffion of them to court. The peafants are frequently obliged to 
compound with them, and to make them particular prefents in order to ranfom them- 

felves 
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felves f|pra the vexations which thofe officers are difpofcd to infli£l in the name of tfie 
king. He, for example, who has four goats, in order not to be couftrained to give 
, three of them to the king, or even to give up the whole four, begins by Tr.aking a 
prefent of the fineft among them to the chief of the village, who will then content liim- 
felf with a fecond for the king. The king alone nominates perfons to all ftate 
offices, and he does it in council. I'here is no examination as to who might bo the 
fubjefls moft worthy of holding them, but who are they who offer moft for iIiliti. 
The lucrative governments are ufually adjudged to the relatives of the miuiflcrs, or t > 
'* the minifters themfelvcs. The day on which the king has nominated a perfon to r.a 
important place, is always a feifl day in the capital, l iie province alfo, in which liie 
officer is to exercife his charge, makes great rejoicing when he an ivesjo take 'H-iii. 't 
of it: and the poor people, who when ihey are fuilering always exp^T i at a chan ;e 
muft be for the better, run fniging and dancing before him who has jui'l bought, at ti^e 
higheft price, the right of defpoiling them with impunity, and on behalf of the king. 


CHAP. XlV. — Of the Princes and the Rights of the Crown. 

THE crown among thefe people is not hereditary, as fcveral authors aver, who in 
this point as well as in an infinite number of others, merely copy each other's errors. 
There is in each kingdom a family, or if you pleafe a dais of princes, for ihey arc 
very numerous, and they know not the order of their genealogy fo corrcdly as ( 0 know if 
they tie of a couiinon origin. It is fufficicnt to be prince in order to have the right of 
, pretending to the crown : and it mult neceffarily be fo, in order to pollcfs certain noble 
fiefs which are held more immediately on that tenure. 

No nobles arc known in ihele countries, except the princes, and nobility does not 
delccnd except by the females, I'o that all the children of a princefs-mother are princes 
or princefles, though begotten by a p.ebeian father ; as, 0:1 the other hand, the children 
of a prince, or evai thofe of a king, are not nobles, vmids their father has married a 
princefs, which fcarcely ever happens, bccaufe the priaceiies, as we have already 
remarked, have the privilege of obliging their huibaiids to Inwe only a /ingle wife, 
anti bccaufe the princes and the kings generally prefer marrying plebeian females, and 
feeing their nobility terminate with them, to renouncing the rii.;ht3 oi polygamv. 

On the death of every king there is always an Ini.crregnum, during which are cele- 
brated the obfequies of the defun£t, who is commonly inter; ad after ihe lapfc ci fome 
years. The kingdom is then governed by a regent, whu take-' (h;. title of 
that is to fay, Ltd of terror, becaufe lie has the right oi muki’vg himiell feared 
throughout the whole kingdom. It is the king who in his rfetime nominates jthe 
ma-boman: the law ilfclf, iti order to prevent tin: inco:ivei;iciices of anarchy, obliges 
him to defignate two of them, the fecond of whom, in enfe the firii dies, is charged 
with the affairs of ftate until they have pioceedcd to I'u; ei-t tinn ot a new king, tit is 
during this interregnum that the prciender.s 10 the cnnvn, rrom their canvafs, and by 
means of prefei^ts and promifes, try to render the eieclws ;,ivourable to themfclves, 
Thefe eledors are the princes, the minifters, and lite r<:g,>:a\ 'fhe'adual king of 
Loango was not eledfed till after an intcriegnum of feveii . ca. and his pred'eceffor, 
who died in 1766, is not yet buiicd; this delay was occufiou^d by a conteft w'hich 
arofe between the citizens of Loango, who pretend that the prince oeght to be inter; cil 
in his capital; and thofe of Loauguilli, the ufual burial place of the kings, who will 
‘not cede their privilege. However, as the difference was not made up, and tiie thac 
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^determined by ufage for the interment of the king had expired fevcral years before, it 
was thought that the election of his.fucceffor might be proceeded in, and he has now 
occupied the throne four years. 

In certain kingdoms the prince hlmfclf defignates his fucceffor ; but all the fovcreigns 
have not this right ; it is contelled againfl the kings of Loango and n’-Goio. The king 
defignates his fucceffor by putting him in poffeflion of a fief which canijot be poffeffed 
except by him who is to fucceed to the crown. This fief is called Kdia^ and the Prince 
to whom the king gives the inveftiture of it, quits all other titles to affume that of 
ma-kdicu From the day on which the ina-kdia has taken poffeflion of his lordfhip, en- '■ 
trance into the capital is forbidden him, until the king be dead and buried. The king, 
cither in order not to remove to a diftance from his perfoii him whom he loves well 
enough to make his fucceffor, or to hold all the princes ftridly attached to his intereft, 
by letting each of them enjoy his hope of having the choice fixed on him, defers as long 
as he can the having a ma-kaia proclaimed. It even happens fometimes that not being 
able to refolve, on creating anumber of mal-conlcnts by preference of one, he dies without 
having nominated his fucceflbr. It is but a few years fmee the king of Loango, now very 
old, declared his. 1 hough according to the laws of certain ftates the right of the ?na^ 
kdias to the crown be incoiiteftible, as it has not been conferred but by the choice of one 
man, it is never refpeded fo much as that would be, which fhould be founded 011 the 
order of truth ; and after a powerful prince, jealous of a preference with which he perhaps 
had flattered himfelf, raift sa part of the kingdom in revolt, and declares war on the new 
king. No one doubts, in the kingdom of Kakongo, that after the death of the aclual 
king the crown may be dlfputed againfl the ma-kdia by the ma-nboukoxu or prince who 
fc below him in dignity, but furpafes him in power, ^nd neglefts nothing to conciliate 
the favour of the people. 

It is here rather than any where clfe, that every one is enabled to feel how advan- 
tageous it is for a ftate, that the fovereign authority fhould be perpetuated in the fame 
family by an invariable order and fucceffion \ and if thofe pretended fages, who pafs 
themfeivcs for protedors of mankind in matters of government as well as of religion, 
had gone through a courfe of politics in thefe countries in the fchool of experience, they 
would doubtlefs not be feen to attack with their pens a form of government the molt 
wifely eftablifhed for enfuring the happinefs and tranquillity of the people \ and they 
would be forced to agree that hereditary fovereign ty with all its incoiivenienciCvS, a 
neceffary confequence of all human eflabliflunents, has inellimabic advantages over an 
eledive form of government. In lad when a king dies without having delignateJ his 
fucceffor, and in kingdoms where he has no riglit to defigiuile one, it is as it were become 
cuftomary to celebrate his obfequies by battles, and for the country to become the theatre 
ofrf:ivil war; fuch refults are expeded juid prepared for. This happened very lately in 
the little kingdom ofn’-Goio : llie prince who was defied king had to fuftain his eledion 
with arms in hand, againfl the mamtoakou of the fame kingdom. The latter, finding 
himlTelf too weak to maintain a campaign againfl the royal army with his own forces alone, 
contraded an alliance with the count of Logno, a powerful prince, feudatory at Congo, 
the ftates of which border on the kingdom of n’-Goio. The Count gathered his troops 
together, led them in.perfonto the i\}-anlmikoUy who by the help of ihefe fuccours faw 
himfelf in a condition to feek out his enemy, before whom he was flying previoufly. 
The armies met, and battle was given, the king's troops were defeated ; he himfelf made 
prifoner, and the m-anboukou^ who felt no horror at confirming the crime of rebellion by 
a ftill greater crime, had his fovercign’s head chopped oft. Deeming himfelf in peaceable 
pofleffion of the kingdom he had juft ufurpqd, he wanted to difmifs the army of his allies^ 

but . 
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but thiiwas what the count of Logno did not underftand, and affuming a tone of autho- 
rity with the pretended king, told him that every body knew he held the crown by in- 
conteftible rights ; that if he would himfelf acknowledge them, he would treat him as a 
friend ; but if he pretended to difpute them with him, he knew how to avail himfelf of 
the arms in his hand. In faft, the war was renewed, and laded fcveral years, during 
which the trade of the Europeans was interrupted on thofe coads ; it has jud been ter- 
minated, but no one yet knows whether by a treaty of peace,, or by the death of one or 
both of the combatants. 


CHAP. XV. — Of the Laws, and the manner '.n which yuftice is adrrir ifiered. 

THERE are few laws among thefe people, and they are not written. Thefe arc- 
preferved by ufage and tradition ; there is no one ignorant of the cafes which incur p ain 
of death, and of thofe for which the offender becomes the flave of the perfon offended ; 
murder and poifoning are puniflied with death, and confifeation of a part of the culprit's 
goods to the profit of the heirs of the deceafed. It is very rare that a negro openly 
attempts the life of another : but the Europeans, according to an old prejudice, believe 
that many die among tliem by poifon ; and they themfelves, through an excefs of 
fimplicity believing their nation capable of hurrying into atrocities which are by no 
means charaCtercftic of it, do not fail to attribute to poifon all hidden deaths, and 
thofe which are preceded by certain violent difeafes. The relatives of the dcceafe4 on 
thefe occafions confult dit ines and forcertrs, and know whom they arc to come upon | 
but it is enough to dwell awhile .in the country in order to perceive that they flandcr 
themfelves, and that thefe vague fufpicions oi poifon or malefadions, the pretended 
authors of which are never convided, are with them, as with all credulous people in 
our country places, the pure effeft ignorance, and the chimera of a clouded ima- 
gination. 

Robbery is not punilhed with death ; but he who is taken in tlic of ffealing, even 
things of the I'malled value, ss condemned to become the fl-ave of the perfon he has robbed, 
unlefs he can make it up with him, by furnilliing him with a flave in kind or in value. 
The lame penalty lies againft any one who lhall infult a prince, or a miniffer, even by 
words. We have feen that he v. ho was convitied of adultery, was given up as a flave to 
the ofl'ended party. Only the princclTes have the right of infifling on the puniflimeut of 
death for the fuiiilenhtfs of their hulbands. 

All the ordiiiancts of the king are arbitrary, and commonly bear the damp of the 
mod abfolute delpetifin. It is a maxim generally adopted by fovercigns, and regarded 
as a cardiiial point of their policy, that the multitude may be redramed by fevere rules ; 
but each makes an application of this principle -witn more or Icfs diferetion, acc(. rding 
to his humanity, his fenfe, or his council. By an ill-judged zeal with regard to oi^er 
and policy, princes, oi licrwife well intentioned, fc nnetimes profcribc as crimes and on pain 
of death ahul'es which would difappear on the menace of the flighted puuifliment. 
The midionaries, on their arrival at Kakongo, having been troubled for feveral days in 
fucceflion by foine individuals who affected to fuigAud cry arountl their dwelling, car- 
ried thcoc complaints to the king, when they had occafion to go and ice him ; he promifed 
them that he would redorc order ; in lad, they were very much I'urprifed on the fame 
day to hear proclaimeti an ordinance, denouncing pain of death on all perfous, of what- 
ever age or condition they might be, who fltou.d dare in liicure to didurb the repofe 
o'f the miflionarks. The lirft time they went to falute the prince be alked 

them. 



^82 PROYART’S HIStORY 01 LOAKOO, &<% 

them, if any one had fince molefted them, and he told them, the firft man Ij^ey de- 
nounced Ihould lofe his head. The reafon they alfign for this feverity in punilhing flight 
faults with the fame vigour a.s tlie greateft, is, that the eafier it is to abftain from the thmg 
forbidden, or to do what is ordained, the lefs cxcufable is the difobediencc j and the 
more of courfe docs it deferve to befeverely punilhed. 

When the king is inclined to pafs a law, he affcmbles his minifters and principal officers, 
and alter having taken their advice, he declares his final will, which they caufe to be 
known immediately by the governors of the provinces. The latter publifh the law, by 
a herald, in all the markets which they hold in all the towns and villages of their govern- 
ment ; and they arc charged jointly with the governors of the towns to fee it duly exe- 
cuted. It is alfo in council that the king appoints perfons to vacant charges and offices ; 
fixes the price of goods, and regulates all that concerns trade and police. 

The governors of the towns and the chiefs of villages are at the fame time judges civil and 
criminal. I’hey have a right of fentencing to llavery and even to death j but it is open to 
every one to appeal from their fentehce to the tribunal of the governor general of the 
province, and in the lafl refort to the king himfelf. 

The room where the king gives liis audiences and adminifters juftice, is a fort 
of hall ; heis feated ou the ground upon a carpet, having round him ftveral affeffors 
whom he confults on difiicuit cafes. There are always feeu a great number of negroes 
at his audiences. Some attend from curiofity, others from the interell they lake in the 
affairs that are to be decided. AVhen the king is ready to hear the parties, he orders 
the officers to confront thetn in his prefence ; often in this country they dt) not plead by 
counfel, unlefs in cafe of fick/afs, when one of the ncarcfl relatives takes charge of the 
affair. I he pleaders in appearing before the judge always begin by making him afmall 
prelent. Ihe party preteiiuing to be lefed, fpeak:: firll, and as long as he pleafes. 
The women plead their caufes thcmfeivcs, like the men. One party never interrupts 
the adverfe party ; he waits till the other lias done, in order to repel falfchoods and 
bad faith, if the fads be cotneffed, ami there be witmdfes, the king orders them to 
make depofition of what they know ; if there be no witndles, and the affair be of 
fome importance, as thofe generally are in which appeal is made to the king, the decifion 
is deferred until ainpler information is brought ; then the ininill crs charge certain intelli- 
gent negroes, whofe employ pretty nearly anfwerr. to that of our police fjiies, to dilcover 
the truth. 'I'hey repair to the places where the people of the eouiitry talk ; and fomc- 
times addrefs the parties themfelves and try to iiifinuale tlicvi.fJvcs into their confidence, 
in order to worm out the fccret. 'I'hey rarely return without iiaving the iiifonnation 
neceflary to ferve as foundation for judgement. 

When any one is accuf.d id crime of wiiich they cannot ronvid him, they pennit 
him to juftify himfelf by drinking tire kaff'a. The Lijfa is prepared by infufing in water 
ji bit of wood fo called. This potion is a true poifon to weak flomachs, which have not 
llr^ength to throw it up immediately. He who ftands the proof is declared innocent, and 
his accufer is condemned as a flanclcrer. If the fault of which the pretended culprit is 
acculed does not delerve death, as foon as they perceive him juft ready to expire they 
make him take an antidote, which excites vomiting, and brings him back to file j but they 
condemn him as a cfllprit to the penalty fixed by law. 

'1 he inhabitants of the country have the greateft faith in this cordial, 'fhe princes 
and lords fometimes caufe kajja to be taken in order to clear up their fulpicions, but 
they mull firft obtain the king's perniiffion to do fo, which is not difficult when the fuf- 
picions are of w'cighty concern. 

About two ^ears ago, a prince of the kingdom of Kakongo, who fufpciSlcd that a defign 
had been entertained of poifonlug him, caufed all the people of his houfehoid.to lake 
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httffa ; R great number of them died, and among others, a man of his oOlcei-s whom 
he moft loved, and whopaffed in the country lor the honeftell man In his fervice. 

If the accufed does not appear to aiifwcr him who prefers a complaint againfl him, the 
king fends fervauts to feek him, who are at once tipftaves, ferjeants, bailiiTs, mar- 
flialiuen. 'I'hofe who have to dread being condemned to death try to quit the 
kingdom, and take refuge with fome_ foreign prince, who receives them among his 
Haves. 

There are no public prif as. When the king thinks fit to fiipcrintend the execution 
ofany crimluals, they are held by the neck to a ph ce of forked wood, eight or ten feet 
long, and too heavy for them to bear up in dieir hand-^^ .0 that they remain captives in the 
open plain. It has been fometimesfeen that not being- able to walk forward W' lufethc 
piece of wood cut ilieir breath, they tried to drag '.hemfelves back war I;, : l).,r no one ran 
after them, becaufe it is well known they could not go very far. Tlnde vagabond pri- 
foners have no oiher nourilhinent than that v.'hich is given tliem through compaflion. 
No one thinks of delivering them ; he who did fo, would be put iii their place, if 
dilcovered. 

As rlicrc are few laws in this country, the fcicnce of jurifpriulence is net, properly 
fpeakin;;, any thing but the knowledge of the human heart, which is acquired by expe- 
rience. I'hc caufes, moreover, being never dilfortcd by the I'ubtiUics of chicanery; 
let but the kings apply theinfelves; and the neceffity they a.rc under of terminatir.g every 
day of themlelves the differences of their fuhjetts, puts them in a way to judge withwii- 
dom and equity. When the king has pronounced fcirtence lite parties retire, tedilying 
by exterior tnarks ol refpvtf, that they abide by his judgment. The governors of 
the provinces, towns, and villages., follow the fame method as the king in the adminiftra- 
tion of jultice. 

CHAP. XVf. -—On fame parlicular nfages of ihc Kings of Kahohgo. 

BY an iifagc of v.hlch the inhabitants are equally ignorant of the origin and the 
end, and wlrich they regard as holding cfiemially to the conffitm. . . of their monarchy, 
the kings of Kakoniro caiuiot poffefs or even touch the different forts of merchandize 
whicii come from Eo.rope, except metals, arms, and articles made of wood and ivory, 
l ire Europeans and lire ncgr(.>cs who are cloaihcd in European fluffs are not admitted 
into their palaces.*' U is to be prefumed that the firft legihator of the nation mult have 
iiapofed this law on the fovereigns in order to retard the progrefs of luxury, and attach 
the people liy the example of their mailers to do without any thing from foreigners, and 
feek funphes for their r. anrs in their own indultry. But as the law binds the king 
alone, lie is the only om wito obferves it. All thefubjedls, even his mmii'tcrs, traffic indil- 
ciiminately in all kinds ef goca's that are brought them ; they make ide of the viftuals 
and liquors of Europe ; and thofe who are clad in foreign Huffs are exonerated f^m the 
offence by changing their dreiies when they go to the king’s houles. , 

This prince eats in one room and goes to drink in anothe.'- : he eats in private, and 
drinks in public : his common beverage is palm-wine. The 1 -lil where he drinks is cloied 
only on three fides, and is pretty much like a great coach-houfe. There ijs always a great 
number oi negroes who alii I tin the ceremony of tht? king’s drinkiifg ; that is the lime they 

The king of Kakongo U permiUed to receive Phiropcau goods In hiti palace, provided he do not 
toiicli them. They who wear clot lies? made of ft)i’eign ihiifs take great .-I’e* to keep :,t a certain diiUnce 
from his povfon, for fear of tmiching- him- Ho drinks to the lound ot l.ttle hcdl in tae Audience Jiblk 
•1 flateil tlio prerenl king to bo : t6 years of age : he is ti'rned i 2 o. A gentleman, M. Dc FoUgny, cacia.':: of 
a vcllel of Nantes, who faw Iiiin hdl; year, and hunted with him, allures me, that lus age was known to *^11 the 
navigators who frequent the coailof Luango, 
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' choofe for paying court to him. When the king appears, every laody places hitnfelf in 
the mod refpeftful attitude ; his cup-bcarer gives him drink in a velfel of the country 
^ make ; and at the fame time a gav^a, who is at once his phyfician, his forcerer, and his 
major-domo, begins to ring a little bell, crying with all his might Tina foua^ tinafoua^ 
proftratc yotvfchcs or begone. Then all prefent, except the ganga, fall flat with then- 
faces on flic ground. 1 hey think the king would die if any of his fubjefls were to fee 
him drink. When hehas drunk the ganga leaves ofl' ringing and crying; every one rifes, 
clapping his hands, and the king goes to finilh his dinner. 

By an ufage equally Angular the king of Kakongo is obliged to drink a draught at 
every caufe which he decides ; and fometimes he decides fifty at a fitting ; but palm- 
wine is merely a refrefliing liquor. If he were not to drink the fentence would not be 
legal. They then obferve the fame ceremonial as when he drinks during his repafls. 
He holds his audience daily from funrife, that is to fay, about fix o’clock, until there are 
no more caufes to try. fie is very rarely at liberty before eleven In the forenoon. 

The now reigning king is generally beloved and efleemed by his fubjeds, for his 
patience in hearing and his wifdom in judging. His age (one hundred and twenty-fix 
years) which gives him the fuperiority of experience over all the judges in this kingdom, 
has not weakened the vigour of his mind. 

When the king falls lick the firlt care of his phyficians is to publiflt the intelligence 
in all the provinces of his kingdom. At this news every one is obliged to kill acock, 
nobody knows why. 'Hie moft fenfible among them laugh at this foolery, and fay that the 
dead cock does more good to them, than to the king, becaufe they cat if. But they raife a 
great' outcry againfl: a ufage equally w himfical and more’hurtful to fociety ; it is, not to till 
theground throughout the whole extent of the kingdom for fcveral months from the date 
of the king’s death, and during a fimilar fpace of time in the province where a prince or a 
princefs has died. The miflionaries one day heard fomc negroes faying to each other, 
“ We inuft furely be very mad to fubmit to fuch ridiculous ufages. How ! becaufe the 
king is dead of ficknefs, fhall all his fubjeds expofe themfelves to die of hunger ?” Yet 
ufage and fuperflition prevail over reafon. 

CHAP. X^\\. — Ofthe Trade. 

THE principal trade of thefe people is that in flaves, whom they fell to the Euro- 
peans, that is to fay, to the French, the F.nglifh, and the Dutch, who tranfport them 
to their American Colonies. The flaves taken from Loango and other neighbouring 
kingdoms, pals for the blackefl; and moft robuft in Africa. They are taken in war by 
thofe who fell them. In the interior of the territory there are h.oftile people irrecon- 
cilable to thofe of whom w e are fpeaking. The latter fay they are cruel and ferocious, 
that they drink human blood, and eat as many vidims as they can lake. It is by way 
of reprifals that they themfelves wage open war on them, and they pretend that they 
treat* them humanely, contenting themfelves with felling them to the Europeans at the 
fame time when they have a right to deprive them of life. '1 his war, though continual, 
does not however trouble the tranquillity of the kingdom, becaufe it is carried on far 
beyond the frontiers by certain individuals, and, properly fpeaking, it is lefs a war than 
a chafe ; but one in wmich the huntei' is often liable to become the prey of the game 
he follows. 

I'hofe who have made captives fell them to merchants of the country, or bring them 
to the coafts, but they are not allowed themfelves to fell them to the Europeans : they 
are obliged to addrefs themfelves to brokers, nominated by the minifter of commerce, • 
^ho treat with the captains of (hips. Thefe flaves are eftimated according to their age, 
fex, and ftrength ; they pay for them in European goods. 

Q Though 
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Though the dilFerent kingdoms of which we are fpeaking be not far diftant from 
each other ; the manner of valuing goods and turning flaves to account is not 
uniform among them. On the coafts of Maiimha and Cabinda, that is to fay, in the 
kingdoms of Kakongo and n’Goio, they reckon by goodi ; and in Loango by pieces ; 
what they call is a piece of cotton or Indian cloth ten or fourteen ells long. The 
negroes before ftriking a bargain go and mark off at the captain’s ftpre, which is cn tlie 
fea fide, the pieces of ftufFs they choofe to take ; and he who has fold four flaves at 
fifteen goods a head, goes to receive fixty pieces of ilie (Liifi's marked oiF. In the king- 
doms where they buy by goods it is cuflomary to givi for each flave what is called 
ihcover and above^which. commonly confifts of three oi tour guns and as many fwords ; 
fifteen pots of brandy, fifteen pounds of gunpowde- , and foine dozens of ^'iiives. If 
thefe articles be not always given them, others are fubflituted as an equivalent. 

At Loango they reckon by pieces, and every tort of goods is entered in a line of 
the account with the ftufl's to form the piece ; thus, when they fry a Have colts thirty 
pieces; it does not mean he coils thirty pieces of ftufts, but thirty times the ideal value 
which they think fit to fix on, and call a/»/Vrt’; fo that a fingle piece of fluff is fotnetimes 
cllimated at two or three pieces, as fotnetimes fevcral o’rjetds mull form a fingle piece. 
This ditlereiice in the manner ot reckoning is nothing at bottom, and the price of flaves 
is nearly the fame in all the kingdoms bordering on Loango. 

It is pofliblc by infpefting the following account to ellimate the real value of the 
piece, and to fee what are llic goods which commonly pafs among the negroes in ex- 
change for flaves. 

1 have paid to the Ma-nboukou, for the flave Makviota, twenty-two years of age, 
whom he has fold me at thirty pieces. 

An indienne of fourteen ells valued at two and a half pieces - 2‘- 

Two guineas (they are cotton cloths dyed deep blue) each valued at 
two and a half pieces • > - 5 

A challelat ^whitc grape), and a bajutapeau (hog's cheek), fourteen 
ells each (they arc cotton cloths), cflimated at four pieces - 4 

A neganopeau of 14 ells and a great nicanc of gl ells (other cotton 
cloths), eflimated at three and a half pieces - - 3* 

A piece of handkerchiefs of 9 ells, eflimated at a piece and a half iT 

A rod (about an ell and a quarter of thick woollen ftuft) eflimated at a 
piece . - - - I 

A girdle of red cloth (an ell long by one foot broad) eflimated at a piece 1 
Two common guns, valued at two pieces - ' - 2 

Two barrels or gunpowder (about 5lbs. each) valued at two pieces ^ 

Two bags of leaden mufket balls, (weight 3lbs. each) valued at half a piece b( 

'Two fwords, valued at each a quarter of a piece - o I 

Two dozens of common fheath knives, eflimated at half a piece 
Two bars ot iron (weight both together 2olb.) valued at a piece 1 
Five pots of Dutch ware, valued at half a piece - o‘- 

Four barrels of brandy, each containing five pots, valued at four pieces 4 
Ten firings of bugles (glafs beads, of which chaplets are made) valued 

at half a piece ... - o4 ' 

Total 30 pieces. 

1 have paid moreover to the broker for his trouble the value of fix 

pieces in guns, powder, fwords, and brandy - - 6 pieces. 

General total 36 pieces. 
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Befides the pieces determined on for each flave, the captain mufl: alfo, ere the bar- 
gain be clofed, make a prefent to the Mafouka and the brokers who have ferved him 
beft, and whom he is very glad to attach to himfelf : thefe prefents are made in coral, 
fervices of plate, carpets, and other moveables, more or .lefs precious. 

Slaves are at prefent much dearer than formerly, at leaft to the French ; for^hey 
may be dear with r^fpedt to one nation and not to another ; the French, Englilh and 
Dutch alike make their exchanges with goods, but thefe goods differ; fo that the 
dearth of flaves to one nation depends on the price which flie herfelf puts on the goods 
ffic carries to the negroes, and this price, as it may be imagined, muff vary by reafon 
of the better or worfe underftanding which reigns among individuals engaged in the 
fame commerce. It would be eafy for them not to pay for' flaves more than their juft 
value, or even below it, if it were moreover allowable to exercife monopoly and be more 
unjuft towards the barbarian and the ftranger than to the citizen, but throu- h want of 
good underftanding among the captains the reverfe always takes place ; the flaves are 
bought as it were by audtion, and at more than their value. A reafonablc price how- 
ever is fometimes fixed, which they agree not to exceed in their purchafes ; but even 
then, every one for himfelf, defiring to make a ready bargain, renders this convention 
illufory, by a tacit agreement with the brokers, to pay them in fecret a higher price 
for him whom they have publicly bargained for, to favc appearances. The matter 
at prefent has come to this pitch, that the negroes are themfelves afraid left the French 
fliould in the end make up their minds to renounce a commerce which becomes daily 
more and more expenfive to them. An old Mafouka one day came to fee a miilioiiary 
refpeefing this fubjecl, and imagining that the king of l^rance was to be treated with 
in the fame way as the king of Kakongo, and that a miflionary could imiifcriminately 
prefide over commerce or announce the gofpcl ; thou mult, fays he, “ write to the 
“ king of France, and advife him, for his own advantage and ours, to cltublilh thee 
“ here to fee that the captains of Ihips do not buy any more of our ilaves bi-low the 
“ reafonable price, fur we fee very well, that after having bought them of us too dear 
“ they will finilh by buying no more of us at all.” 

The funftion of the brokers is not limited to facilitating the flave trade; (hey arc 
alfo charged with fuperintending the execution of the regulations eftabiifiiod by tlie king 
or the Mafouka, the moft important of which is, that tlicre fliail not be f lu any Haves 
to the Europeans except thofe which have been taken in war or purciiaLd from abroad. 
Every flave born in the kingdom is under the protedlii/U of tiic Maluuka, and may 
appeal againll his maftcr, fliould he be inclined to fell him to the Eur;‘p«;ans, uulcF be 
have given him that right through his own mifcoruluft ; for the law authordcs a maftcr 
jo rid himfelf of a flavt, who may have been guilty of bad faith, rebellion, or any oilier 
crime. The Mafouka of Kakongo, to prevent the violences and frauds which might 
be cxercifcd in this trade, has iftued prohibitions againft tlie brokers from trailickiiig 
in flaves during the night time, or even from introducing them into the llorcs of the 
Europeans, under'pretext of fhewing them to the captains. They are equally forbidden 
to receive, without an exprels permiflion, advance or earneft for the price of the Ilaves 
who have not as yet been delivered up.* 

The flave trade is the only one*wliich the French carry on, upon thefe coafts ; that 
ill ivory, monkeys, parrots, and fonie other merchandize of that kind, forms an objedl 
of fo little importance that they reckon nothing of it. The Englilh obtain yearly from 

* Tlic proliitiuion made by the Mafouka of Kakongo to the brokers, againll receiving advance« on the 
price of the fiavcs they bad to deliver, is habitually traufgrelTed under the very eye of that miniller. 
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the forcfl: of Jomba feveral fhips cargoes of a very good red wood for dying, though 
of an inferior quality to that of Brazil. The trade carried on upon the coafts with 
foreigners, interefts, as I have juft obferved, only the fraall number of individuals who 
may be regarded as the rich and mighty ones of the couniry. As to the people; knowing 
no need, but that of food and clothing in the groffeft and fimpleft manner, they con* 
fine their traffic to a very few things ; there is a market daily in all the towns -..nd 
great villages, it is held in the public place under the fliade of fome thick treci'. They 
fell fmoke-dried filh, manioc and other roots, fait, palm-nuts, fugar-cjines, bananas, 
fig bananas, and forue other fruits. It is on feaft days that the greateft afflux oi 
buyers and fellers is fecn. No fraud is known in th.. market; a mother fends thither 
a child fix years old, convinced that they will not deceive liim. It is rot jieceffiary 
to underftand the language in order to buy, no one ever chca]->ens or bargains ; all 
goods are divided equally in finall portions of the ftandard wtiglit, and eacli portion is 
worth a macouta. There is not much greater rilk of being cheated in the quality than 
in the quantity ; one perfon’s fait and manioc is worth the lalt and manioc of another. 
Thus, without taking the trouble of comparing one dealer’s goods with thofe of aiiother, 
they take from the firft they find as many finall packets as they have macoulus to give, 
and. make room for others. 


CHAP. XVIIL — 0/;/hn. 

IN thefe countries where the crown is eleftivc, the death of the kings, according to 
a remark already made, is as it were the fignal cf a civil war. A prince who, am- 
bitious enough to dired his views to the throne, has no reafon to count on the favour 
of the dedors, makes his vaffals take up arms to force their fuffrages, or to difpute 
the crown with him whom they m;, have preferred. If he fears that his party may 
not be the firongeft . headdrefl'cs hiinfdf to a foreign prince, who, for a few pieces of 
European ftufts, or velfds of filver, fends him a whole army. 

The recipi ocal pretenfions of the fovereigns to certain provinces, or even on the ftates 
bordering on theirs, are the common pretext of all wars between people of different 
kingdoms. All thefe barbarous kings have their chimera in this refped, which they 
realize when a favourable opportunity offers ; it is thus that the count of Sagos has 
juft availed himfdf of his pretenfions to the kingdom of n’Goio. The king of Congo 
claims the kingdom of Kakongo as a province of his ftates ; and the king of Kakongo, 
doubtlcfs by way of reprifals, never calls himfdf any other title than Ma-Congo, king of 
Congo, inftead of Ma-Kako?!go king of Kakongo, a title given him by foreigners, and 
the only one that fuits him. I’hefe pretenfions are not always unfounded ; many iin311 
kingdoms or fovereign ftates, which at the prefent day fliare Africa among then., were 
originally provinces dependent on other kingdoms, the particular governors of wl^ich 
ufurped the fovercignty. It is not a long time fince the Sogno ceal'ed to be a province 
of the kingdom of Congo. 

The fovereigns of thefe countries mdntain no regular troops. Whgn a king has 
determined on war, his Makaka, ininifter of war and generaliflim’o of his armies, tranf- 
mits orders to the princes and governors of provinces, to le\'y treops; the latter never 
fail to lead to the rendezvous the quota demanded of them, If the Makaka in the 
review he makes of his armies thinks it does not cover a fufiicient fpacc of ground, lie 
has only to fay a word in the king’s name and in a few days he finds it more numerous 
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by half. Among thel'c people, as among the ancient Romans, every citizen in a Rate 
to bear arms is a foldier of need ; but a very bad foldier. 

They who march on fome military expedition never fail to paint their whole bodies 
red, confident that this colour will render them invulnerable to fire arms ; part of them 
wear panaches, even greater and richer in colours than thofc with which our ladies of 
the great world adorn themfelves at the prefent day ; but they regard them lefs as 
ornaments than as fcarecrows to infpire their foes with dread. Many are alfo perfuaded 
that certain feathers of certain birds arranged in a certain guife on then- caps have the 
virtue of putting danger afide, and placing their head in iafety. All take with them 
vifluals for a few days, and what arms they can procure, for they have none furnilhed 
them. Thefe troops advance on either part without order and without difeipline ; and 
the chiefs who command them feem rather to perform the fundion of ihepherds or 
herdfmen, than that of generals of armies. If a meeting take place they iall to directly, 
and each, regardlefs of rank, inattentive to order, goes right upon tlic enemy lie has in 
his head ; the battle always begins with diforder and confufion, foon ending by a general 
rout or a complete vidtory. All depends on the firfl; Ihock, the party that fuftains 
it with moil vigour cannot fail to remain mailer of the field of battle. The combats 
are neither bloody nor obllinate : the action is fcarce commenced ere Iright feizes 
one or both armies. To determine on a general flight, there oidy needs that of fome loU 
diers who have fecn a comrade of theirs fall by their fides, in an inllant all is diflipaled, 
and the whole is difliandlng. Then the vidtors purfue the vunquiflied, llickiug to no 
employ hut that of making prifoners, whom they fell as flaves jo the Europeans. 

Hut it is very rare that the armies advance thus to encounter each other with the 
intention of coming to blows. The great art of making war is to avoid an enemy and 
to pounce on the villages known to be abandoned, in order to pillage them, reduce 
them to allies, and take Ibme prifoners there. So that no refinance be found, they 
advance fiercely, burn and lack every thing, and often both armies are defpoiling, each 
on their fide, at once, on the hollile territories. They then return, always avoiding an 
encounter except in cafe a favourable opportunity occurs for making prifoners. 11 the 
mnkaka hears that a hollile party is to pafs along a wood, or through fome defile, he 
puts a much llronger body in ambufli, which bounces fuddtnly upon it, furrounds it, 
and mailers it without lighting. 

'I’hc armies in general do not make long campaigns, a war is fometimes over in lefs 
than tight days. Wlien the foldiers have eaten the provifions they brought with 
them, and find none in the hollile country, or when they want powder and lead, nothing 
can hold them j all, without alking leave, take the road home ; and il the king is not fatis- 
fied with this expedition, it refts only with him to prepare another, which terminates by 
d^folating the country, without however occafioning any more bloodlhed. I'he kings 
fometimes make war in perfon j but if they be taken, they have no mercy to expect. 
Their heads are chopped oft on the field of battle ; a piece of cruelty which always im- 
plies wcaknefs in him who performs it, adallardly and timid foul which fears to lepent 
in future of having been generous to an enemy who had fallen into its power. 

It is lefs by their ltrength,*as we fee, than by their rtlpcdlivc wcaknefs that thefe 
different Hates maint'din themfelves; and becaufe the foldiers of one kingdom are 
neither braver nor better commanded than thofe of another. Two hundred men of our 
regular troops, would conquer as much of the country as they could run over ; but 
after triumphing over*kings and nations, they loon, as if in turn befieged by the adtion 
pf the climate, and by all the wants of life, would find themfelves at the diferetion of 
thole whom thdy had inlulted but a lew days before. It is thus that providence feems 
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to have wiflied to proteft thefe poor people, by their very mifery and their weaknefs, 
againft the ambition and cupidity of poliflied nations. 

Though the Negroes do not pique thenifelves on courage and valour in fight, they 
however paflionately defire the reputation of brave men ; no greater wrong cr>')ld be 
uttered to a man, than to call him a coward ; as, on the other hand, no more fl .ttering 
compliment could be paid him, than to fay he has an intrepid and marti d ah', lie any 
of countenance is regarded avS a defeat in men ; every one envies him whom the fmall- 
pox have worft ufed. Many, in order to give thenifelves a terrible air, rnd through 
a foolifh oftentation of firmnefs and courage, make ’ icifions on their vifages, cn their 
fhoulders and arms. It might be thought, on feeing them after this cruel operation, 
that they had juft been engaged in a fanguinary battle. 

They ufe nothing for ftaunching blood but gunpowder, and their wounds cicatrize 
in a Ihort time. A Miffionary one day afked a Negro, who was getting his vlfage fur- 
rowed, why he condemned himfelf to fo much fuffering ? “ For honour,” faid he, 
“ and becaufe, on feeing me, people will fay, there’s a man of heart.” Doub.lefs, 
greater and truer courage would be fhewn, in expofing the perfon to the fteel of his 
foes, than in getting himfelf flaffied with the edge of a knife : but it miift neverthelefs 
be allowed, that men who have conftancy enough to fubrnit, through vain-glory, to 
fuch painful operations, would not be incapable of generous adlions of another deferip- 
tion. Nor can it be doubted, that the form of the government which naturally invites 
the people to repofe and floth, is alfo one of the caufes which moft contributes to 
fuftain their cowardice. A Have, whofe condition is independent of all revolgtions, 
will never ruffi headlong into dangers, like a foldier whofe intereft is confounded with 
that of his fovercign, and who knows that in fighting for his country, he is alfo fighting 
for the little inheritance which he has received from his fathers. 


CHAP. XIX. — Of the Language. 

Among that prodigious mafs of narratives, from which has been formed the general 
hiftory of Voyages and Travels, and an infinity of others publilhed every day, no men- 
tion is made of the languages which are fpoken in the different countries, the manners 
and ufages of which are deferibed to us ; and if the authors did not from time to 
time put into the mouths of the inhabitants of thofe dillant regions, fome words of 
which they know the meaning, we Ihould be tempted to believe, that only dumb 
people had travelled among thofe nations. All feem to have agreed on obferving the 
profoundeft filence on this matter, either becaufe it appeared to them foreign to^ the 
province of hiftory, and far from proper to ftinnilate the curiofity of the readers, or 
more probably, becaufe they had not made a flay long, enough among the people of 
whom they fpeak to us, to learn their language, and undertake to give us an idea of 
it. Be it as it may, all will agree at leaft, that whatever relates to the language, its 
genius, its relation with other known languages, even its ihechanifm and its flow are 
not traits which would look mifplaced in the hiltorical piilure of a nation ; and if we 
have to dread offending the delicacy of fome of dur readers, by r .ferring them to the 
a, b, c, we dare hope that the greater number, and thole efpccially who love the 
fciences, and cultivate the languages, will not be forty to add to their acquirements, 
fome fuccindl notions of a language which, confidering it to be that of a barbarous 
• people, is not on that account lefs interefting. 


The 



59® 


^ROYAnT’s HISTORY OF LOAHOO, &C, 


The idiom of Kakongo, nearly the fame with that of Loango, n’GoIo-famba, and 
other frnall circumjacent ftates, differs effentially from that of Congo. Several fimilar 
articles, and a great number of common roots, feem however to indicate that- thefe 
languages had a common origin; but they know not which of the two is the mother 
tongue. I’he clevcrcft among the Negroes have not the fmalleft idea of the origin and 
progrefs of their language ; they fpcak, fay they, avS they have heard their fathers fpeak. 
It has been thought that there might be perceived fomc marked connexions between' 
this language and fome ancient tongues, tf]iecially the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

'J’hough the Mifiionaries, in coniidenng the richnefs and beauty of the language, 
fufpeXed that it was formerly written, nothing* however has been found capable of 
convincing them ; they have no where found any traces of writing, nor any vediges of 
figns which might Hand in its ftead. The Negroes confidcr it as a fort of prodigy, that the 
Europeans, by means of certain charaXers, communicate ideas, and converfe at a hun- 
dred or a thoufand leagues difhuice, as if they were prefent ; but they did not even 
fufpeX that it was poflible to introduce this marvellous art into their language, and 
Itill lefs that it could be praXifed even with the moil limited capacity. Writing, in iadl 
the fmeft invention of the human mind, il its origin be not divine, has fomeihing in 
it which aftoniflies reafoii ; and, had we not the ufe of it, we fhould doubtlefs feel 
the fame fentiments as did thefe barbarians, at the recital made to them of its valu- 


able advantages, which often equal and fometimes furpals even thofe ol fpeccir. 

The Miffionarics, deeming themfelves the firll writers of the language, ufed tlic right 
which, belonged to them in that capacity, of determining the ligure of the charaXers, 
and of regulating the orthography. They confidied the pronunciation in order to fix 
the number of letters which were to be employed in WTiting. '1 hey have taken them 
from our alphabet, only to the number of eighteen, whidi feemed to them fufticient ; 
A, B, 1), E, E, G, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, S, t, U, V, Z. The S, is put for the C, 
before the vowels a, e, i ; the K Hands for it before o, ?/, ami all the confonants ; it 
alfo ftands for the O on all occafious. The pronunciation of the language is foil ami 
eafy ; it excludes tlic H afpirate, and Itencc that letter becomes as ufelefs as it is with 
us in the words horhge, hirondcHc, hcurcs, and others, the firll fyllabie of which in 
nowife participates the found of the 1 1, with which they are fpelt. 'flic R is of no ufe 
to them, their organ admits not the roughnels of its pi onunciatKm ; they change it 
into L, and if you tell them to imonounce ra, rc, ri, they fay /a, k, //. 'i’hey know 
not the found of thetJ, which they pronounce ou. The X is ufdds in their alpliabct. 
The J, confonant, is ecpially unncccffary; they never ufe our {y\hh\csja,Jc,jo,Jui 
but they alw'ays pronounce it hard, ga, gue, gui, go, gou. 

Aj^oll all the fyllables art fimple, and form only one found, this renders the pro- 
nunciation light and rapid ; there are, however, many words in the language, which 
begin with »/, or n, as in the words m-Fouka, n’Goio, but thefe letters are pronounced 
fo flightly, that they who arc ftrangers to the language, would pronounce after them 


Fouka and Goio. The letters a and o are often repeated, and terminate a great number 
of words. Many liquid fyllables alfo contribute to foften the pronunciation. 

The language 'has no{, properly fpeaking, either genders, numbers, or cafes. To 
exprefs the difference of gender in animated things, they add the word bakala, male, 
ov kento, female; thus, n~foufou-ba kala fignifies a cock; n-foufou-kento, a hen. We 
fay likewile, a male or female canary ; a foft-roe’d or a hard-roe’d carp, &c. 'I’he cafes 
are diftinguilhed as with us, by articles, and it is the fame with the nouns. The no- 
minative of the verb has its cafe diftinguilhed by the place it occupies in the phrafe. 
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The nouns adjeftive are not of more frequent ufe than in the Hebrew ; the qualities 
of the perfon or thing are expreffed by fubftantives, which gives to their difcourfe a 
ftrength and energy of which our language is not fufceptible. They alfo, fometimes, 
render the adjeftives by verbs ; inflead of faying he is a ckfpicable man, they fay, he is 
a man to be defpifed-, ’tis a monjlcr to be dreaded, inftcad of faying ’tis a dreadful 
monjler. 

The language admits neither of comparatives nor fuperlatives ; verbs joined to fub- 
ftantives fupply their plai cs ; thus, in order to fay, the king is mightier than the makdia, 
they would fay, the king furpafles the makai'a in mi ;!it : the Zaira is the iviJcfi uf all 
the rivers ; the Zaira crrecds in ’width all the river, y or all the rivers yield to the Zaira 
in 'wullh. The fupcrlative is alfo rendered by repetition of the pofitive. Ti order to 
Hiy, a very high mountain, a very black cloud, they would fay, a high high mountain, a 
black black cloud; early in the morning, morning morning’, meiie inenr. It appears 
that this mode of exprelTioa is quite in nature ; we fee among us, that the little chil- 
dren wlio have not yet learned the ufe of the fuperlativc, make up for it, in their little 
Itories, by repeating the pofitive, and fay, great great for very great ; far fir for very 
far, and I'o liu’th. 

Iher e are very ftnv adverbs ; there arc, however, verbs which ftand in their (lead. 
The greater part of the conjuuefions which ferve to connccf difcourfe are unknown to 
them ; they have no terms which may be rendered by for, then, nor have they the 
conjunelion or ; they fupply them by dill’ercnt turns of phral'es. They alfo want the 
Conjunclii'u and ; they fupply it by another, which has the fignificalion of our with, or 
otherwiic they repeat it, and to lay,* for example, he knoius good and evil, they'fay, he 
know's good, he knows evil; the army was powerful and trained to war ; the army was 
povvcrlul, it was trained to war ; a mode of exprellion which, properly managed, has 
a fine efieet in difcourfe. 

The pronouns which mark jvdf fiion are expreffed by adverbs ; thus, my, is rendered 
by ame ; thy, by akou ; his, her, their, by andi, and fr forth ; my lliecp, li memc. It 
ante thy fciiliu's, !(,u ’a.iolo ion akou •, his mats, n'teva vi-anJ'- ’’dhis is as much as to 
lay, the mutton to me, ti.e Icifiars to thee, the mats to him. The nominative pronouns 
of the verb, 1. thou, he, we, ye, they, are rendered by i, mt, ka, ton, lou, ba, when men 
or women are fpoken of ; and by the articles proper for nouns, when bealls or inani- 
mate things are Ijioken 1 f. 

One cd the great diOleulties of the language confifts in the articles ; there are thir- 
teen of them, feven for the lingular and fix for the plural. Thnfe of the lingular 
are i, bo::, li, koii, ou, hni, and ihofc for the plural /, ba, hi, ma, ton, zi. Each of ihefe 
articles l;as under it a cials ol i'ubllantives to which only it can be joined. The article of 
ka, which fij^iilies a bed, it; ki lor the fmgidar and bi tor the plural. A perfon wouM not 
be undcrltood if, changing the articles, he laid h-ka in the lingular for kJ~ka, or zi-ka 
in li e plural lor bi-ka. 

Ceitain fubilanlives are always preceded by their articles ; others mult havfl,. them 
immeuiatcly after them. Leze*, hir example, which fignifies a man fervant, and ould, 
which fignifies a toad, both have ki for their article ; bur lezi' is always followed by 
that article, and oula has it always before; h*^nce they liivt lez'e-ki, a man fervant, 
ki-oula, a load, lie would be unintelligible, who, tranfj luitig the articles, Ihould liiy 
kideze, cuia-ki. 

* Lc/e, which I iiavc citctl as one of the fubftantives always followed by their articles, takes its own 
before or after it, according to circuoiftances. 
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Several of thefe articles follow particular rules ; the article //, for example, only pre- 
cedes its fubftantive when it is nominative to the verb ; in other circumflances it 
follows. The article tna, agrees only with the genitive plinal, and always precedes 
its noun t it is of great ufe in the language ; befides its peculiar funftion, it reprefents 
the names of Pr/'-vr^, Governor, Chief of a village, according as it preceilcs the 
name of a kingdom, principality, government, or village ; thus, ma-I.oango fignifies 
King cf Loango ; via-Kdiu, Prince of Kai'a ; ?m-Singa, (iovernor of Singa ; ma-Kiboia, 
Lord of Kibota. It is evident that this article corrti'ponds in flgnification with cur arti- 
cle Jc (of) in the genitive fingular. When we fay Monfieur d’Artois, M. d Orleans, 
M de Charapigny, we mean the Count of Artois, the Duke of t)rlcans, the Marquis 
of Champigny. The plural which the Negroes ufe has fomething more majellic ; and 
des Artois would prefent to the imagination a richer image than J' Artois ; doiib Icfs 
by rcafon, that all w'hich has the air of aggrandizing a man and augmenting his 
domains, ever flatters his vanity moil agreeably. 

If there is nothing fo difficult in the language as the articles, there is nothing finer 
and more fatisfaftory than the verbs. I'hcy may be reduced to three clalHs ; common 
verbs, which vary only in their terminations, and thefe are tlie mod numerous, 'i'he 
fecond is that of the verbs, which begin by kan, and loi'e that firil i'yll ib!e in tnany 
circumflances. The third comprehends thole v.hich begin with L and V, and which 
change at certain times the L into D, and the V into P. Thele three cLilles of verbs 
have common rules for varying their tenninaiions ; they have all ihe icnl’es which wc 
have, and many which we have not ; i-mene-lia fignifies, for exaitiple, 1 have eaten ; 
ia-lilii I have eaten long ago ; ia-lia, 1 have eaten*a very great while ago. 

Befides this multiplication of tenfes, which docs infinite fervice towards the prccilion 
of difeourfe, and which has fupplied the want of adverbs, there is in this language a 
multiplicity of verbs which greatly fnnplify their exjrreflions. Kach finijrle verb has 
under it a many other verbs, of which it is the root, and which, befides the principal 
flgnification, have an acceflary one, which we render only by periphra.les ; fala, lor 
example, means to work ; fuliki, to facilitate w'ork ; falifui, to work along with fome 
one; falftla to make a perfon work for fome one’s profit ; fazia, to help fome one 
to w'ork; falanga, to be in the habit of working ; falafiana, to woik for each other ; 
falangana, to be fit for work. There are no radical verbs w'hich do not admit limilar 
modifications ; and by means of certain particles or augmentatives, each of thefe verbs 
and all its affiliations, defignate alfo whether the action they exprefs be rare or irequent; 
whether there be in this adion difficulty, cafe, cxcefs, and fo on for other dillcrences. 
This multiplicity of verbs, joined to all the modifications of which they are fufceptible, 
form an inexhauftible fountain of riches for the language, and difplay beauties which 
cannot be felt and appreciated but by ufe. 

In the midfl of this profufion of verbs, it is furprifing that not one has been found 
which anfwcred to that of to live ; this is rendered by the periphrales, to accompany one's 
foul, to be with one's heart. 

There are to be remarked in the language of the Negroes, many turns of phrafes 
which appertain to the Hebrew. We have dbfervecl that they exprelfed, like the 
latter, by fubflantives, the qualities of the perfon or thing which are rendered by 
adjedives in other languages. Thus in order to fay hot water, they fay water of fre^ 
mazia-ma n’bazou. They fay alfo a man of blood, for a cruel man’, a man of riches, for a 
"ich man, and fo forth. They never exprefs the affedions of love or hatred, joy or 
afflidion, by prefent tenfes, but by preterites, like the Hebrews : they fay / have loved, 
1 have hated, for / love, and 1 hate. 

2 


There 
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There are alfo found in the language many words pretty much refembling Hebrew 
words, and which have the fame fignification : in Hebrew, bana or banak whence 

is derived the word ben Dll, fon, fignifies he has built, becaufe they confidercd the 

children as living ftones which compofed the edifice of the family : in Kakongo, mania 
fignifies ftones, and bana children ; n’tamer means a rule, a meafure ; and in Hebrew 
tdmam or thdmam DDfl, fulnefs and perfedion ; in the language of the negroes, 

T T 

the lower parts, the foundation ; in Hebrew ifa, which is written fjhdh niyit, fignifies 

lower parts ; foundation. K'hna, to approach, to meet : ui Hebrew koim D'p, to rife up, 
and go and meet. Lika, to cat; in Hebrew lakam, vdiicii is written ldkba?n Dn*7, .Onifies 

the fame thing ; and likm or Ickhem DH?, means bread. The letter H, as we have 

remarked, does not enter into the pronunciation of thefe Africans. The little pradtice 
which the compofitors have in Hebrew, does not permit us to augment, as we might 
eafily do, the lift of fimilar words. 

I'he connections of this language with the Greek, appear equally marked. Befides 
fevcral conftruClions of fimilar phrafes, there are, as we have obferved, feveral verbs 
which change their initials, and take augments and double letters as with the Greeks. 
There are to be found alfo a great number of words which differ little from Greek 
words, and fignify the fame thing ; Bajita, which is pronounced Bajitou, means, 
like the baftleus, Baa-iXti/? of the Greeks, chief, man of dignity. Bembo, noife, found 
of voice ; in Greek bembex noife of wind. Bima, pafte, bialia, victuals ; -in 

Greek | 3 io?, life, and what belongs to life. Doko, to walk or follow ; in Greek diokof 
Jtwxw, I purfue. Foulla, to blow ; in Greek follis (poxx^i, bellows. Kama, a mound, 
an obftacle ; in Greek kamax, xxiax^, a ftake, a prop. Mazia, the waters, the fources ; 
in Greek mazes the nurfe’s teat. Baia, poor, little ; in Greek baios, 6*iof, 

fmall, fingle, and without fupport. b^^na, fpace of time; in Greek mune, [xovn, delay. 
Munomai, [a.vvo[axi, t**- temporize. Nota, cloud, thick fog ; in Greek notis, vorn, humi- 
dity. Paka, liable where animals are Ihut up ; in Greek pa 6 loo, ttxxIou, I lliut up. 
Pakoua, revenues, domains of the king ; in Greek pacus, ssxyjK;, rich. Dobo, gift, pre- 
fent ; in Greek ^oo, Som, I give. Pena, pain, mifery, inquietude ; in Greek penes, 
ponos, zsDvoi, pain, travail, inquietude, &c. 

There are alfo to be found feveral words which feem to have come from the Latin, 
fuch as mefa, table ; pajft, fuffering ; mongo, mountain ; mine, morning ; bene, much, 
largely, ftrongly. N*zala, zeal, hafte ; zehes is en^yployed in the fame fenfe by feveral 
Latin authors. Ilia, the inteftines ; the fame word fignifies the fame thing in Latin. 

We pretend not in this place to aflign all the relations which this language may hav<v 
with the ancient tongues : we have contented ourfelvcs with citing fome of thofe which 
ftruck us moft, and without deciding of ourfelves, we leave the informed reader, and him 
who is verfed in antiquities, to decide whether we may not rcafonably fufpeCb forae 
analogy between thefe languages ; and, fuppofing that he judges fo, to explain how it 
^ould have happened that the language of the Jews, Greeks, and Roman.s, Ihould have 
concurred to fonn that of the Africans. 


CHAP. XX.—O/ the Religion and its Minljle^s. 

THESE people, in order not to expofe their religion to contempt, are vcyj referved in 
fpeaking of it to Europeans ; and it is only by the long fojourn that the miflionaries have 
VOL. XVI. 4 o made 
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made among them that they have difcovered, at leaft in part, what conftitutes the objeft 
of their fuperftitions. 

They acknowledge a Supreme Being, who, having no origin, is himfelf the origin 
of all things. Tliey believe he has created all that is fine, all that is good in the univerfe ; 
that being by nature juft, he loves juft ice in others, and feverely punifties fraud and 
perjury. "J’hey call him Zambi ; tliey take his name in teftimony of the truth ; and 
they regard perjury as one of the greateft of crimes ; they even pretend that a fpecies of 
malady called Zanibi-a-n-pongou^ is the punifliment of it ; and they fay, when they fee 
one attacked with it, “ there’s a perjured man.” 

Befidcs this juft and perfect God, they admit another, to whom they give quite dif- 
ferent attributes ; the firft created all, the latter v/ould deftroy all ; he delights in the 
diforder and evil which he caufes among men ; it is he who counfels them to injuftice, 
perjury, thefts, poifonings, and all crimes ; he is the author of accidents, Ioffes, dif- 
eafes, barrennefs of land, in a word, of all the miferies which afllift humanitv, and even 
of death itfelf ; they call him Zambi-a-n'bL, God of wickednefs. Here may be perceived 
the error of the Manichteans touching the Divinity. It appears natural enough that 
man who is not enlightened with the torch of revelation, confidering the evils of all 
kinds which btfei him from his entrance into the world to his departure, fhdtild ftudy 
to difeover the caufe, and that, ignorance being one of the greateft diforders of his foul, 
he fhould be bewildered in his conjedures on matters fo much above his faculties. 

It is true, that the philofophers of antiquity have attained, by dint of reafon alone, to 
a furmife of the truth, and have been able to fay, that man doubtlefs was not born fo 
unhappy except in punifliment of foine crime which was imputed to him, though he 
knew it not ; the people of whom we fpcak did not carry their philofophy i’o far, and, 
little fuppofing that it was in man himfelf that we muft feck the principle of the evils 
which afflid man, they believed, while they fliut their eyes on tlie want of confequence 
to the fuppofition, that they could not difpenfe with acknowledging a maleficent divinity; 
but no fooner was a glimpfe of the truth flicwii them upon this point, than they feized 
it as if of their own accord ; the iiiftory of the fall of the firft man and the dogma of 
original fin, wdiich Ihock and fcandalize the proud reafon of our modern pliilofophers, 
are to them a fatisfaclory unravelling, and, as it were, tlie firft ftep which condutl,': them 
to the faith of a Ible Supreme Being, fovercignly perfecl, who is the author of all good, 
and who permits <.'vil without partieipaiing in it. It appears to them mueli more rea- 
ibnahle to believe whal is above the reach u) reafon, than what is at variance with ir, — 
a myftery rather than acuntradiclion, the exiftence of original fin, rather than that of 
two rival ilcirics. 

^ They who know only the tiieology of the count.’-y, perfuaded that the good God will 
always be fufliciently favourable, think only of appeafing the God of wickednefs: lome, 
to render him propitious to them, never cat fowd.s or game ; others eat oidy certain forts 
oj" fifli, fruits, or vegetables ; not one among them but makes profeflinn of abftaining 
all his life-time from fome fort of nourifliment. 'I’he only way of making him offerings 
is to let die under their leer, in honour of him, fome Ihrubs laden with their fruits ; thei3# 
banana tree js that which they confecrate to him in preference. 

'I 'hey have idols, 'which they honour lefs as gods than as interpreters of Divinity : 
they are wooden figures, rudely wrought, fome of which arc as large as life; they are 
ffuit up in temples which are neither larger nor more richly ornamented than common 
houfes; fome of thefe idols are found in their towns and villages ; and fometimes, in 
woods and by-places, individuals go ro confult them, to learn from them what will be 
the fuccefs of thsir undertakings. Some believe that they now and then fpeak, but all 

believe 
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believe that they infpire thofe who confult them. When a confiderable robbery has 
been committed of which they know not the perpetrators, they go to feek an idol, which 
they bring to the public place with found of drums and trumpets, in the belief that it 
will tell them who are guilty ; if thefe do not appear, they bring a more celebrated idol, 
multiplying their fongs and religious ceremonies ; then they who have fome knowledge 
of the theft, think themfelves obliged to come and declare it ; frequently the culprits 
themfelves, intimidated by the pomp of the ceremonies, hint to the perfons interefted to 
let it ceafe, and the thing ftolen fhall be reftoreci, which is done without delay. 

Befides thefe idols of the firfl; order, there are other' which private perfons keep by 
them, and which they honour through a vain confidence, without ever addre,T’:.g any 
prayers to them. Several perfons alfo carry in their girdles fmall marmofets, fifli teeth, 
and birds’ feathers, as prefervatives againll accidents with which they are or fancy them- 
felvcs menaced for mifdeeds. All of them, after having tilled their field, take care, in 
order to rid it of barrennefs, to Hick in the ground in a particular manner, branches 
of certain trees with fome bits of broken pots. They perform nearly the fame opera- 
tion before their huts, when they have to abfent themfelves for a confiderable time ; and 
the mofl; ,d^!termined robber dares notcrofs the threfhold, when he fees it defended by 
thefe myftcrious figns. 

The minifters of religion are called Gatina ; they are as ignorant as the reft of the 
people, but greater rogues. The oldcft among them fubmit to ordeals, and an infinity 
of ridiculous ceremonies are impofed on thofe who wilh to become members of their 
body. No one doubts that the Gavga hold commerce with the God of wickednefs, and 
that they know the fitteft means of appeafing him. It appears that there is as much or 
even more confidence placed in them than in their idols ; they arc confulted refpedfing 
futurity and the difeovery of the moft fecret things ; the people afle of them, as they do 
of the king, rain and fair w'cathcr. It 's believed that by virtue of their enchantments, 
they can render themfelves invifible, and pafs through clofed doors, were they of the 
hardeft wood or even of iron. 

It has never been remarked that the Ganga oft'er any fort of facrifices to the Divim’ty ; 
and confidering the funftions of their miniftry, they do not deferve any names but 
thofe of diviners, magicians, or tellers of good fortune. There are fome among them, 
as w'e have obferved, who praclife medicine, and w'homake a trade of curing the fick 
by the found of inftruments, by breathings, and by incantations. 

At the birth of children the Ganga are called in, who impofe on them fome fuper- 
ftitious praftices to which they are to be faithful all their lives, and of which their 
mothers are obliged to remind them w'hen they come to years of diLretion. Thefe 
practices are more or lefs auftere and ridiculous in proportion as the Ganga is inlnired at* 
the moment ; but whatever they be, thofe to whom they are preferibed never faU to 
adhere to them religioufly. 

The miflionaries faw in the village of Loubou, in the kingdom of Loango, a hOf 
^d a girl to whom marriage was forbidden, and who w-ere obliged on pain of death to 
■obferve a perfedf continency all their lives. It is not known w'hethcr this law was com- 
mon with others ; whether it had been impofed from the time of their Jbirth by the Ganga, 
or whether they had voluntarily preferibed it to thenifelves j ’ii jihtr refpedls nothing 
diftinguiflied them from the common people ; they held no miniftry in the religion. 
There are fome families who faithfully obferve, without knowing why, tne pradice of 
circumcifion. 

The Ganga, who in other refpeds do not pique themfelves on uniformity in their 
dodrine, unaninioufly teach every body that there would be an extreme danger in eating 

4 0 2 par ridges. 
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partridges, and no one dare hazaM the experiment. All the inhabitants of the country 
dread them, as fatal andill-oraen’d birds ; they eipecially dread their cry. They who 
have zeal for the public good kill as many of them as they can ; and as they know that 
the Europeans m^e no fcruple in eating them, they carry them to the ftorcs which 
they find on the coafts, where they obtain liberal fupplies of powder and ball to kill more^. 
When they are alked why they have fuch an averfion to eating game fo delicate, and 
of which foreigners make a feaft ? they anfwer, that apparently what is good for one 
country is not good for another, and as loT themfelves they know well that no fooner 
lliould they have eaten of it than tlieir fingers would have dropped from their hands. 

Though the people who inhabit thefc climates have fliins of the fineft black, there 
does not however want an example of a child preferving the colour which all have 
when they are born, and its prelervi ig it during life as white as that of an European. 
It is remarked, that this fort of whites have always fandy or red hair and beards, weak 
eye-fight, and hefitating looks. This error of nature, far from being a difgrace to 
thofe on whom it falls, conciliates the rcfpect and veneration of the people for them ; 
they are placed above the they are regarded as extraordinary men and quite 

divine ; fo much fo, that the miflionaries faw one whofe hairs were fold as reliques, 
which, it was faid, had the virtue of preferving the bearer from all kinds of accidents. 

The miffionai'ies, ever fince their arrival iii ihefe countries, employed themlllves in 
. a particular manner, in finding out what was the opinion of the people on the nature of 
the foul, and its deftiny ; and they found, there was only one fentiment on this head ; 
that all believed the foul to be fpiritual, and that it furvived the body ; without however 
knowing what was its ftate after reparation from the body, whe-ther joy or pain ; they 
only fay, “ that they believe it flies fiom the towns and villages, and flutters in the 
air above the woods and forefts, in the way which the Deity pleafes.” 

They who inhabit the farthefl: lands, and w'ho have never had any connexion with 
foreigners, think 011 this point with thofe who frequent the Europeans, and coallantly 
anfwer the miflionaries, who alk them what becomes of man after death : “ that his 
body rots in the earth, but that his foul, being a fpiritual fubitance, is incapable of 
diflblution, and fubfids always.” 

This ftatement of the negroes on the immortality of the foul, joined to their uncer- 
tainty refpetiing its date after feparation from the body, infpircs them at once with 
great refpeft for the dead, and great fear of ghods ; fmee they never fail, in order to 
acquit themfelves well toward their parents and friends, to celcluate their obfequies 
with all the pomp they can afi'ord. As foon as the lick perlbn has breathed his lalt, 
the minifters of medicine retire, as well as the play eis of indrutnenis ; his neared re- 
latives take pofleflion of the body, which they exalt on a I’callbld, under which they 
light a fire, which throws up a thick fmoke. When the corpfe is fufiiciently fmoked, 
they expofe it for fome days in the open air, placing befide it a perfon who has nothing 
t<S do but to drive away the flies that want to come nigh it. I'hen they wrap it in a 
prodigious quantity of foreign dulFs, or dufl's of the country. 'Jdiey judge of the riches, 
of the heirs by the quality of their duffs, and of their all'edion for the dead by the 
thicknefs of the roller. The mummy thus dreffed is taken to a public place, and 
fometimes lodged in a fort of niche, where it remains a greater or lefs time according 
to the rank it occupied in the world when living. The Ihorteft expofure is always 
for feveral months, tind it often lads a whole year. During all this lime the parents, 
the neared relatives, the friends, and above all, thefpoufes of the dead, who have placed 
their huts nea,r the fpot where it is expofed, affemble regularly every evening to weep, 
fing, and dance round the funeral lodge. 


On 
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On the ere of the day fixed for interment, they enclofe the body with all the fluffs 
that envelope it in a large coffin wrought by art, in the form of a tun. On the morrow, 
when all the relatives and friends are arrived, they put the coffin on a fort of funeral car, 
to which men are yoked ; and they fet forward. Care has been taken to level the roads 
by which the convoy had to pafs. For the illuftrious dead, fuch as kings and princes, 
they cut new ones acrofs the plains, of the breadth of thirty or forty feet ; along the 
road they make the greatcft noife poflible ; they dance, fing, play on inflruments, and 
all this is done with the greateft demonftrations of grief. Frequently the fame perfon 
dances, fings, and weeps at the fame time. When rlicy reach the burial place, which 
is fometimes very far from the town or village, the lower the coffin into a hole about 
fifteen feet deep, cut like a well, which they inftantly fill with earth. Th* !ch often 
inter w'ith the dead his favourite jewels, fome pieces of coral or filver. 1 here are fome 
who raife the tomb, and place by it eatables, aiiimals’ teeth, or fome antiquities by which 
the deceafed fet the greateft ftore, and which were formerly the inflruments of his 
fuperftition. 

Though thefe people are minute obfervers of the praftices of the religion their fathers 
have taught them, the miffionaries remarked, that they were not headflrong in them. 
They blindly follow prejudices which no one had hitherto undertaken to rid them of ; 
but they have good fenie enough to feel the vanity of their obfervanccs, the ridicule 
which attaches to their fuperflitions, and have too much good faith not to admit it, 
when occafion ferves. All thofc to whom mifiionaries have fpoken of religion, even 
the princes and grandees of the country have confefled to them, that they had little 
confidence in their idols and their minifters, “ but,” added they, “ no one hitherto 
has fpoken to us of the Deity otherwife than our fathers did : we know that European 
miniflers have given fublime ideas of him to feveral of our neighbouring people, and 
that they have taught them how he muft be honoured, but they have not come as far 
as us ; flay yourfelves j you fliall "nke us know the truth, we will be docile in lollow- 
ing it.” 
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A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 

THE ISLE OF GOREE, AND THE RIVER GAMBIA. 

By M. Ad ANSON, Correfpondent of the Royal Academy of Sciences. 

Tranflated from the French. — With Notes by an Englilh Gentleman, who refided 

fome Time in that Country * . 


THE translator’s PREFACE. 

F is a maxim eftablilhed by a celebrated philofopher of antiquity, that if a young man 
is ambitious to raife a reputation in the worldy or to improve in knoivU’Jge and ’wfdorn, 
he Jhould travel into foreign countries This feems to have been ftrongly verified by 
the learned M. Adanfon, author of the following voyage. The love of natural hiftory, 
and an ardent defirc of fame, excited this gentleman very early in life to c.xchange 
his native foil for the burning fands of Senegal ; w'here he fpent five years, in making 
a diligent inquiry into the various curiofities, natural and artificial, of Negroland. 
Hitherto we had received but very imperfedl accounts from that part of Africa, funner 
adventurers having had no notion of improving their minds, but their iortimes ; fo that 
their relations are confined to the auri facra fames^ the purchafe of flaves, teeth and 
duft, with other materials of gain. Our author is the firll philofopher, who adventured 
to vifit the torrid zone, for the propagation of knowledge ; and who, in fearch of this 
valuable treafure, may be truly faid, to have encountered more monltcrs, than thofe 
ancient heroes, reprefented in fabulous ftory to have gone in purfuit of the golden 
fleece. 

He begins his obfervations at his departure from Port L’Orient, the third of March, 
1749, and does not finifli them till five years after, in the month of March, 1754. 
By the general account of his voyage, we find, that during this time he employed 
himfelf chiefly, in the mofl; curious refearches of natural hiltory ; confulting rather his 
zeal for the advancement of learning, than his bodily ftrength, which was often pur 
to the fevereft trials. We ihudder even at the perufal ofi the many hardfliips he went 
through, to fatisfy his own and the public curiofity ; either in walking over the burning 
fands of the delcrts of Ai rica, cxpol'cd to the fcorching heats of the f un } or in travell- 
ing rivers and torrents, upon the back of a negro, who was frequently up to his chin 
in water ; or in,defending himfelf againfl: tigers, wild boars, crocodiles, ferpents, and 
other favage beafts, befides the many hoxious infedts with which thofe deferts abound. 

A philofopher ^ike M. Adanfon, whofe aim in travelling is to fee and to learn, 
takes notice of every thyig that falls in his way. From fo exaft and judicious a nar- 
rative, one may therefore form»a juft idea of this part of Africa j a country overfpread 
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with mifery, the natural confequence of lazinefs. ; Thus he informs us of whatevei* 
relates to the manners and. cuftoms of the negroes, to their drefs, habitations, repafts, 
dances, fuperflitions, and poverty : neither tloes he forget to mention their fociability, 
good-nature, docility, and refpett for the French nation, which, we make no doubt, 
but they will be equally ready to flicw to the new conquerors of Senegal He like- 
wife takes notice ol the Moors of that country, a nation very different from the negroes, 
but alinoll as poor and as indolent. Our author lived and converfed with thole dif. 
ferent people, and met w;‘h fo kind a reception from them, as muft be an encourage- 
ment to thole, who fiiall have occalion to trade to th 't coaf!, fmee the French fettlc- 
rncnls have been fo glorioully reduced by the arms - . Great Britain. 

In regav! to the authcnticiiy of this narrative, we may venture to rff m, that 
nothini^r ol the kind ha.s been pul>li!l td, with fuch llrong marks of veracity, fince 
Lord Anfon's voyage. The c'laractcr of our author, and hi.s learned improvements, 
are well known at l^aris, where he went llivough a courfe of ftuJy under Meflieurs 
de JulTieu, of the Royal v\cadtrny of Sciences. Upon expreffing tin earnefl defire of 
going over to Africa, w'ith a view of making difeoveries in the n itural hifiory of that 
country, he was introduced to M. David, Director of the Tail India Company, who 
recomiuendtd him in the warmcfl manner to M. de la Brue f, director general of the 
factory ft Senegal. I'licfe are public fads, which evidently prove him to be a man of 
chaiacfer and abilities, and every v\;iy qualified for this arduous talk, fo greatly con- 
ducive to the advancement of learning and commerce. As to his manner of executing 
it, we need only to mention the high approbation of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
which we fhull infert here at full length, as a lalling monument of the author’s extraor- 
dinary merit. 


Exirafl from the Rs^l/hrs cf '"loyal Academy of Sciences, Dec. the 1 756. 

TV/TKSSIKURS ue Reaumur and de Jufiieu junior, having been appointed to examine 
a work, written by nl. Adanfon, corrcfpondeiit of the Academy, and intiticd, 
A voyuy^e to Scaiyid, Id'c. pLi formed during the Tears 1749, i 75 o> '75U J 75 ^> ^ 75 .?> 
iAc. and having made their report, the Academy is of opinion, that the ingenious 
notions, oxad dcfei i]vtluns, and judicious obfervations of the author, afford reafon to 
bdievo, that hi.s w ork will l;c acceptable to the public, and deferves the approbation 
of the Academy. In witnefs hereof 1 have figncd the prefent certificate. Paris, Dec. the 
4th, 1756. 

GraUfl Jean do Fouchy, perpetual fecretary of ’^he Royal Academy 
of iScituces. 


^ This is to be undcrftoocl, provided they nieei with .the like good uhio'c tlicy liavc been fo long ac- 
cuftomed to. * 

I This gentleman being mentioned wiib great refpeft by our aiitlior, in fcvcral parts of this voyage, the 
reader will not pevlibps be difplealed witli a further account of his cldrader, "He lived ay years on his 
government, during which tin e hib conilriUt tludy \va« to ferve not only his country, but the whole human 
fpecies. I ihall give hut out inllancc ot his univeifal hcntvo^'uce. Having k*arned that the Moors, in the 
neighbourhood, cither made eaptivcs, or killed, Uuh Europeans as had rhe mi.^fortune to be fhipwrecked 
on their coa'l , he, from a piniciple of humanity, offered a reward o\ the \alufe of twenty moidoret for 
every man in that cor.ditlon, they Ihould bring to him alive. Thus he reijecmed, at different times, and 
fent home to tl'cir n.uive country, at his own expenfe, fourteen Briiilli fubjetts* He is alfo a man of 
genius and learning. The auihoi of thitt note canac to France with him, in the firff caitel. 

A‘.JVERTIStM£NT. 
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advertisement. 

^HE reader will pleafe to obferve, that the French names of feveral places, animals, 
trees, &c. have been retained in the tranflation, as well becaufe fome of them feem 
to be of African original, others have been received in late ufe by the natives, and 
others, in fine, (which we may fay of moft of them) were fuch as we could not 
find proper terms to exprefs in our language. In regard to the notes interfperfeil 
throughout this work, they were communicated by an Englifh gentleman, of high 
charader and reputation, who refided fome time in that country, and whole name 
would do us honour, were wc at liberty to mention it. 


A VOYAGE TO SENEGAL, 

JT has been long obferved, that moft people come into the world with an inclination 
to fome particular ftudy or profeflion, which grows up and is ftrengthened with 
years. Whatever views our parents may have had in our education, the predominant 
tafte always prevails, and, generally fpeaking, determines the purfuits or occupations 
of the reft of our life. Having in my very early days felt a particular liking to the 
ftudy of philofophy and natural hiftory, I found my inclinations averfe from the pro- 
feffion for which my parents defigned me, which was that of the church ; and therefore 
I refigned a benefice, with which I had been already provided, that I might be entirely 
at liberty to purfue the ftudy of natural philofophy. 

The branch I firft took up with was that of botany, which I confidered as one of 
the moft engaging ftudies, not only from its confiderable ufe in life, but from its 
agreeable variety. The opportunity I had of attending the leffures of MelT. de Juffieu 
at the king’s gardens, led me thither very often j and the ftrong paflion I felt for 
that fcience, together with my conftant application, foon made me known to thofe 
gentlemen. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my acknowledgment to thofe two great 
mailers, under whofe direflion 1 firft began that vaft career, which I have not yet 
finiihed. The fpirit of obfervation and inquiry, fo remarkable in M. Bernard de 
Juffieu, and which he transfufes, as it were, into thofe who fympathife with him in 
the fame kind of ftudies, took with me immediately, and by degrees led me on from 
the ftudy of plants to that of minerals, and from thence to that of animals, infefls, and 
fhelh ; in fhort, to every branch of natural hiftory. 

From that time I had accefs to the king’s cabinet, and to thofe of M. de Reaumur 
and Meff. de Juffieu j there I laid a foundation of knowledge, to qualify me for making 
obferVations of every kind : and as a little aftronomy feemed conducive to my purpofe, 
I learnt as much as was neceffary under M. le Monnier. 

After I had gone through a courfe of ftudy for upwards of fix years, under the 
direflion of thoie celebi<ated academij^ians, I made known the intention, which I had 
long fince formed, of going abroad for further improvement. The obfervations of 
thofe gentlemen on diflerent branches of the natural hiftory of France had very nearly 
exhaufted the fubjecl ; t therefore concluded that nothing could be of greater fervice 
to me, than to employ a part of my youthful days in a voyage to fome diftant and 

9 unfrequented 
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unfrequented country, from a pcrfuafion that I fhould return with feveral difcoveries, 
which would be new to Europe. I was fenfible that the equinodial parts of Africa 
had not been vifited by any naturalift, confequently that a vaft field was open to me, 
where 1 might reap a plentiful harveft of obfervations. 

It was not, 1 confefs, a fmall undertaking, for me alone to execute a work, which 
requires the joint bbours of pcrfons well Ikilled in botany, natural philofophy, anatomy, 
and delign. 'I’his tonlideration however did not deter me ; and I declared my inten- 
tion to my late Aitber, who introduced me, the beginning of the year 1748, to M. David, 
knight of the order of St. P.Iichael, and direftor of t' e Eall-India company, to whom 
he was very well known. M. David, attentive to wl'.atever may be of ufe to commerce, 
greatly approved of my defign, and expreffed vaft joy at an undertaking, 'vlnch might 
be as fcrviceable to natural philofophy as to the commerce of the .honourable Eaft-India 
company. He gcn me a place in the faftory of Senegal, and piomiled me my paftage 
on board the lirit ftiij) which fliould fet out immediately after the publication of the 
peace. I was greatly charmed to find my willies fulfilled, and I fet out from Paris the 
20th of December the fame year, in order to take my paflage at Port I’Orient in one 
of the company’s liilps. 

The winter was ftill very fevcrc when I embarked, the 3d of March 1749, on board 
the Chevalier Marin, commanded by M. Dapres de Mannevillette. We fet fail about 
ten o’clock in the morning, and got out of harbour in company with two fmall veflels, 
which w’ere defigned for the fame port with us. The wind being at N. E. loon carried 
us out to fea ; the beauty and ferenity of which afforded us a moft delightful prolpeft. 
An infinite number of porpoifes, or fea-hogs, dancing about our Ihip, feemed to wilh 
us a happy voyage. 

Thcfe fifties are faid to move conflantly againft the wind ; and the failors can foretell 
by their motion, which way it is to blow. Though this may not be true on all occa- 
fions, it was fo at leall on this ; . we did not long enjoy that agreeable ferenity. 

The wind foon chopped about, and blew fo hard from the S. E. that the fea grew very 
rough in a ftiort time. 

No fooner had we reached the latitude of 36, than we began to find the fea more 
calm. A frelh gale fprung up at N. N. E. fo that we had very agreeable w^eather after 
the ftorm, and were enjoying the pleafure of a fine climate, when we efpied land the 
6th of April. This was the Peak of TenerilF, which appeared to us in the form of a 
pyramid, or more properly of a fugar-loaf, the fiides of which were ftuck with feveral 
points. Though according to our reckoning we were diftant from thence upwards 
of fourteen leagues at N. E., it feemed to us to be raifed under an angle of above five 
degrees. At this diftance, it had more the appearance of a cloud than of a mountajp, 
by reafon of, its whitenefs ; and nothing but its liability could make us diftinguifli it. 
Sometimes it'^ was perceived above, and at other times below the clouds, according as 
thefe were more or lefs diftant from us. The nearer wc drew towards it, keepi-ag it 
always to the fouth-eaft, the more it feemed to be upon a level with the neighbouring 
mountains ; fo that when w-e were within four leagues, It was no Ibciger polfible for 
us to diftinguifti it from the reft. In this pofition the ifland pf TenerilF feemed to 
be a duller of mountains, joined fo clofe to each other, ihat -/e could only difeem 
their tops. 

The notice we had taken of the ifle of Teneriff, purluant ti the eftablilhed cuftom 
of veflels trading to the coall of Africa, was fufficient to dired us in the remainder of 
our courfe to Senegal j and wc Ihould have followed it, had our prefe’'.t circumfl;.ancet 
permitted. But the greatell part of our water and provifions had been confumed, 
voL.xvx. 4H during 
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during the delay occafioned by contrary winds off Cape Finifterre ; and 'iVhat little 

remained, was infuflicient to complete our voyage j fo that we were under an abfolute 

neceffity of putting into fome harbour, in order to take in a frefli fupply of provifions. 

Being fo near land, it would have been imprudent to let flip the opportunity : we 

therefore kept failing till night, and then lay by. 

The day following we made the harbour of Santa Cruz, in the eaftern part of the 
ifland, where we anchored in forty-five fathom water, the length of three cables from 
land This place greatly refembles a road for flii})piDg, becaufe it is very open ; yet 
if would be a pretty good harbour, if it had but lafe anchorage : but being a rocky 
bottom, it is apt to let the anchors flip, and fo cut the cables. However, it is a very 
wholefome phee. The whole day was fpent in mooring the fliip, and iecuiing its 
ancliors. \\'c likewife amufed ourlelves with fifliing for mackrel. This feemed to be 
alinoft the only that could be found in that fpot ; and there was fuch plenty thereof, 
that all the ir.ackrf! of the neighbouring feas feemed to have made this their rendezvous. 
We had cnlv to throw out our line, and we were fure of catching filh ; and frequently 
wiu'.out bail. 

The people of the country catch this fifli in a better manner. As foon as the night 
fcls in, and the fea is calm, they light up flambeaus, and fpread themlelves with jheir 
boats all over the harbour, for about a league in circumference. When they come to 
the fpot where there feems to be the greateft plenty of fifli, they fltip their boats, hold- 
ing the flambeau above the water, in fuch a manner as that ir lhall give light without 
dazzl ng their eyes; and as foon as they fee the fifli fporting on the furface of the 
waves, and gathering round the light, they call their net, and drag it immediately 
into their boat; thus they continue till their quantity is completed. 

While this amufement lafted, we were vifited every minute by fiflicrmen, who came 
on board our fliip to fell their commodity ; and indeed we had it very cheap. The 
Canary mackrel is not of the fame fort as that of Europe ; it is not fo broad, but 
much fmallcr, though very long ; the fldn is of a deep blue on ihe back, pf a iilver 
colour on the belly, and agreeably flreaked. The flefli is white and firm, but fome- 
what dry; and though inferior to our European mackrel, ftill it is very well tailed. 

The day following wc had leave to go alhore. "i'he fea was very calm in ihe road ; 
but it was quite another thing on the fea-fide ; where there was a lurf that would have 
frightened the moll intrepid. As it is all covered with pebbles, which form a very 
fleep bank, and are alternately impelled and repelled by the fea, it is very difficult 
landing. They are obliged to make ufc of the furge which drives towards Ihore, and 
to take care that the boat is not turned about, nor carried back to fea. For which 
pivrpofe there are feveral lailors waiting on the fea-lide ; who, as foon as tliey fee the 
furge approaching, Hep into ilie water, lay fiift hold on the boat, then lift it up with 
tile people in it, and cany it alhore in a moll dexterous manner, 

..^ter we had landed we found, at the diltance of a hundred paces from the fea-fide, 
the town of Santa Cruz, fituale in the call part of the ifland, as well as the harbour to 
which it gives its name. This town is neither fortified, nor I’urrounded with walls. 
It , lands on a plain aficcnding from the fea, and terminating in a narrow piece of land. 
Very flat, white, and I’andy, about a 'league in extent towards the fouth. The town is 
four hundred fathoms in length, and fifty in breadth. It contains three hundred 
houfes, built of Hone, and three Itories high. The liumber of inhabitants is about three 
thoufand, all Spaniards, who in their cultoms and manner of living differ but very 
little from thofe- of Europe. 


Within 
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'Within' three leagues weft of this city, following the gorges of the mountains, which 
form an infenfible afeent, we found the town of Laguna, capital of the ifland. It is 
fituated at the foot of the Peak above-mentioned. This mountain, which bears the 
name of the Peak of Teneriff, is in aS degrees 12 minutes north latitude, and 18 degrees 
52 minutes weft longitude of Paris. We found its height to be above two thoul'und 
fathoms, that is, near a league perpendicular, which makes it one of the highefl nioun- 
tains in the univerfe. It is faid that the top of it is covered with fnow the whole year 
round, and that it fometimes throws out combuftible matter, without much noife. 
It ftands nearly in the middle of the ifland, and is fe rounded with a great number of 
mountains, which are almoft half a league in perpendicular height. At the foot of 
thefe mountains you lee feveral gutters like frightful precipices, which a’e ottentimes 
above a hundred feet wide, and two hundred deep. I'hey arc made by the water- 
floods precipitated thither during the llorms; and as foon as thole floods are gone, the 
bottom is left quite bare. 

The foil of this illand is of a reddilh call, not at all deep, but extremely fruitful. 
In the gorges of the mountains to the north and call pan; of the town, you fee 
the fincit groves of orange, citron, and lemon-trees of all forts. There are alfo 
pomegranate and fig-trees all over the ifland. Befides the choiceft fruits in Europe, 
the inhabitants cT 'i'eneriir have ihofe of Africa, as bananas, papayas, and ananas, 
or pine apples, which they plant in their gardens. The molt uugratefol lands 
produce caiob-trces, and melons of every kind, efpecially water melons. In the 
vallies you fee fields of the finell corn in the world, variegated at regular dllUnces 
w'ith rows of dragon-trees *, which in their height and figure greatly refemble the 
majellic talliicfs of the palmetto-trce f. 

i'he mountains arc laid out in vineyards, which have acquired a high reputation 
by their excellent wines, known by the name of Canary and Malmfey. The former 
i.s e.xtracled from a large grape, iiich makes a ftrong heady liquor, and is the 
common wine. The latter is made of a fmall grape, the berry of which is round 
and vaftly fweet ; and the juice fqueezed from it has likewile a fweeter and more 
agreeable flavour, which gives it greatly the advantage of the other. The quality 
of thefe wines is commonly attributed to the climate, and to the nature of the foil ; 
but I appifhcnd that the culture and form of the vineyards contributes at lead as much 
to their goodnefs. Their method, as I have feen pra£tifed in the neighbourhood of 
Santa Cruz, is as follow's ; They pitch upon a hill that has an advantageous expofirioii 
to the fouth, preferable to any other; the lower p^irt they plant with vines, to an 
afeent of two hundred feet at the mofr. Upon the whole ground defigned for the vines, 
they ereft little walls breaft high, at the diftance of four or five feet from one another. 
Thefe ferve for feveral purpofes ; in the firlt place, by upholding the earth, they hinder 
the roots of the tree from being laid bare; fecondly, they withhold the rain-waters, 
which would oiherwife run down the hills, without loaking the earth ; laftly, they in- 
creafe the reflexion of the fun-beams, and procure a greater heat to the vine. U'rue 
it is, that as thefe walls arc made of dry flone, fymractrleally ranged without mortar 
or mud, part of them tumble down fometimes in heavy rain^ : but the mifehief is 
quickly repaired, and may even be prevented, by» laying above the uppermoft wall a 
low of large ftones fomewhat inclined, to break the forte of the waters, and divert 
their ftream. 


# 
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Draco arbor, Clttfti 

A kind of palm tree, the leaves of wbicjii open like a fan. 
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The back dF thcfe mounouns, on the north fide, is barren and uncultivated. The 
profpeft it affords to the eye, is an amphitheatre of bare rocks, the colour of flate, cut 
into vertical parallelopipedons, from fix to eight feet high, and from three to four 
broad, the angles very acute. They may be confidered as lb many precipices raifed one 
above the other. When you have reached the top, you are fuddenly ravilhed with a 
profpeCl bounded only by the horizon of the fca j you find yourfelf raifed far above 
the clouds, through which you may defcry, at the diftance of twelve leagues to the 
fouth, Canary and the other neighbouring iflands. Here, inftead of treading upon 
earth, I was amazed to find nothing under my feet but alhes, pumices, and burnt Hones, 
fragments of which I faw likewife fcattered here and there as I defcended ; but the 
greateft part of them are fallen down to the foot of the mountains, and even to the 
fea-fide. 

Where the earth was open, I perceived under the pumices a Hone in large mafles, 
of the colour of flate, and a good deal like the bare rocks which I had obferved 
on the ridge of the mountains. This Hone bears fo great refemblance to that which is 
melted by volcanoes, and the comparifon I made between it and the lavas which M. 
de Juffieu had received not only from the volcanoes in Italy, but likewife from that of 
the ifle of Bourbon, confirmed this refemblance in Inch a m inner, that 1 think we 
cannot, nor ought we to give it any other name. The like remark 1 made in the 
gutters, and in the quarry that has been dug in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz : 
there we find the fame mafles underneath a very irregular Hraium of burnt lloiies ; and 
they are cut into pieces for the ufe of building. 'I’lic external and internal appearance 
of thefe mountains, the lavas of which they are entirely lonned, and the feveral burnt 
Hones which lie I'catfercd as far as the lea fliore, leave no room to doubt but that each 
of the mountains, of which the ifle of 'I'ene-ill is compofed, owes its original to a 
particular volcano, which, after undermining it inwardly, at length has entirely fpent 
itfelf : and this fubterrancous operation is Itill continued under the Peak, that huge 
mountain, which vomits fire from time to time. 

There is never a river in this ifluad, bccaufc of the fmallnefs of its circumference. 
The inhabitants fupply the want thereof by wooden pipes, which communicate with the 
fprings in the mountains : and from thence the water is conveyetl to the town, the 
diHance of about half a leagnc. Ifliis water being hard and t.rude, they filtrate it 
through a itone which is very common in their quarries. Ic is a kind ot lava, oi 
the colour of foot, in a mcciima betwixt the denfity of the grey lava, anil the porofity 
of the pumice. 

The temperate climate of Tct'criff, and the richnefsof its paHure, contribute greatly 
to the goodnefs of t^c cattle. They have fine herds of oxen, and excellent kid ; but 
mutton is not fo common. 'J'hcy breed all forts of poultry ; but game, elpecially wild 
fowl, is very rare. I took notice that the Canary-bird, which grows white in France, 
is kere alnioH as grey as a linnet. This change of colour very likely is owing to the 
coldnefs of our climate. 

The pafiion I had for herborizing, made me regret the backwardnefs of the feal'on. 
MoH of the plants peculiar to this country, were Hill concealed in the bofom of the 
earth ; neverthclefs my refearches'were not altogether fruitlefs. Near the fea-Ihorc 
I found two forts of fig-marygolds, otherwife called Jicoides *: iheja/minoides, or baHard 

t 

* Ficoidea pvocun\brn8, portuUcx folio. Mem. Acad. 1711. page 322. pi. 13. fig. X* 

Aizoou foUis.cuueiformi-ovatis, floribiis feHilibus. Linn. Hort. Upf. pag** 127. 

Ficoidcs notlras, kali folio florc ;tlbo. I'aurnef. Mem. Acad, 1705. page 241. 

Mefembryantheum foliia altci nis, icrctiufculis, obtufw, ciliatis. JLiniu Hort. Upf. page ^29. ^ 

9 jaf. 
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jafmine *, adorned the tops of precipices and gutters with its pendant branches, which 
were loaded with ripe fruit : and the corn-flag of f Provence enamelled the valleys 
and meadows with its flowers. As I traverfed the mountains, I perceived that the plants 
peculiar to them, feemed to afiefl: a certain height. For inftance, the kleinia J, and 
ibme new plants, which I purpofe to make known, always grow on the lower part, 
where the vineyards are generally planted. About the middle we faw only the tithy- 
malus §, or fpurge ; and the top of all was covered with forefts of euphorbia % whofe 
Aalks, though from twelve to flftcen feet high, appeared to me below, like flne mofs. 
The euphorbia and the tithynialus were then in flower and furrounded with feveral forts 
of bind weed, which twilled round their Aems. In my walks I met with no more than 
one fort of laiuldlicll, for the defeription and figure of which I refer to the hiAory of 
fliclls, at the end of this relation 

I was every day more in love with this beautiful country. The mildnefs of a climate 
where it never freezes, the advantageous fituation of the ifland, and the variety of its 
produ(!'iions, all tog'ether gave me infinite pleafure; fo that 1 fhould have flaid much 
longer if circum(tance.s would have permitted. But as the fcafon was advancing, and 
we had taken in our fupply of water and provifions, we were obliged to think of 
refuming our voyage. 

The fifteenth of April we weighed anchor, and left the ifle of Tcncriff after eight 
days refrelhment. The trade wands at N. E. were fo gentle as not to rufRe the fea, 
fo that we fleered a pleafaut courfc till we reached the tropics. J'herc we foon found 
by the bright ferene days, and exceflive heats, that we had changed climate the, third 
time : for in lefs than fix weeks we experienced winter, fpring, funimer, and the dog- 
days. In tliefe latitudes the fea, when agitated in the night, feemed as if it were on 
fire, and marked our courfc by a f'.reak of light whicli the veflel left behind it. This 
phecnomenon appeared to me very engaging, and I fpent feveral nights in inquiring 
into the caufe of it. 

We continued our courfe Avith the fame favourable weather till the 25th of April, 
when we found ourfelves within fight of the coaft of Senegal, i ae land is low, fandy, 
and very white, fo that with great difficulty could we difeern it, though it was very clear 
weather, aial we w'crc within three or four leagues of lliore ; at length we Ipied a 
thicket partly covered by the downs, whereby we knew that we were off the wood of 
Grid, that is, within two leagues north of the ifland of Senegal. Not long after we 
faw hovering over the fhip, a bird which feemed greatly tired, and defirous of reft : 
he pitched upon one of the mails ; but a fowling-piece loon brought him down upon 
deck. I'his was too beautiful a bird to omit giving a fhort lielcriniion of him. He 
greatly relenibled a jay ** in the lize of his body, and the liguri' of his beak and f^t j 
but he differed from him in lomc other rdpeds. ilis belly was of a pale blue, and his 
back fallow. His tail was adorned with two feathers, as long as the refl of h.s body ; 
and the colour both of the tail and of his wings, was the lincfl fky-blue that cye^jfould 
behold. I often had occafion to fee this kind of jay iu the country of Senegal j but as 


* Jafmiiioiiles Africanum, jafmini aculeati foliis. el facie. NiJ'. Mem. .kad. 1711'. page 32a. pi. 12. 
*• . . 

Gladiolus utrinque fioridus, flore rabru. C. B, pa<^e4i. 

J Kleinia foliis Iniu-eolali^, pla’.is, cauie lasvi, ventrioofo. Linn. Hori. Cliff', page ^95. 

J Tithymalus ilondroides linariac fuliis e.v inliila Caiianiiu, Pluh* Phji ’ab.319. I'lj*, i. 

II Euiihnrbia aenleata, niida, fiibquinquangiilaris, aculcis Lerminatis. Linn. HqtU ChjJ\ page 196. 

<j[ Conclix univalves. 5th fort, pi. i. fig, 2. Pouchet. 

♦# Garrulus argeutoratenfia. Willug. Oniith, page 89. ub.2.0. 
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I afterwards found ha is a bird of paflage, that comes to refide for fome montlis of the 
fummer in the fouthern parts of Europe, and goes back to fpend the remainder of the 
year in Senegal, I would not omit mentioning that he is fometimes met in his paflage 
at fea. 

The fame day we arrived before the faftory of Senegal. After having made the 
ufual fignals, and faluted the fort with our guns, we caft anchor three leagues higher, 
at the mouth of the river Niger, in nine fathoms water, a llimy bottom, and good 
holding ground. Though wc were within half a league of the bar, the fea was very 
high ; and the winds blowing off the fliore, made a prodigious furf, which occafioned 
our fhip to roll in a llrange manner. Here v.'e were W'itnclics to a fatal accident, which 
but too often happens at fea. We put out our boat, but unluckily it overfet, and one 
of the men was drowned. However, we tUd not flay long in the road ; a bbat was 
fent from the ille of Senegal, to carry us over the bar, and pilot us into the river. 

By a bar we underftand a particular agitation of the waves, w'hich in palling over a 
flioal *, fwell and rife to a fliect of water, from ten to twelve feet high, and afterwards 
break in the fall. No fooner has the firfl. wave had its efl'ecf, but jt is followed by a 
fecond, and this by a third. 'I'hcy begin to be perceptible at a hundred and fometimes 
a hundred and fifty fathoms from the coafi, and are as formidable to large as to Imall 
vefleis. A boat runs the danger of being overfet, and a fltip of being dallied to pieces. 
This bar extends all along the’ coaft of Senegal ; at lead there are few places it does 
not reach. Such was the danger we had to enenunter before we could enter this river, 
the mouth of which was covered by a bank of land, rgainif which the billows daiheJ 
with great violence. Luckily for us, we arrived at a time of year when the fea is not 
fo boilberous, confequcntly when the b:u' is lefs diiiieult to get over : we were piloted 
by negroes, all hearty fellows, and fo well acquainted with this navigation, that very 
rarely any accidents happen. 

The pilot boats belonging to the bar arc fmall-decked vefleis, from fifty to fixty tons, 
and fometimes larger. 1 hey generally fail wdth ballafl only, and feldom draw more 
than four or five feet water. The care of them is entirely committed to negroes, whom 
you mufl not pretend either to contradicf or advife. When ive v/cre on the bar, we 
w'ere obliged to keep profound filence, that the pilot might not be in the lead; inter- 
rupted ; fome hid theuifclvcs through fear of being drowned, and fomc through 
apprehenfion of being wet; others, more intrepid than the rCft, flood upon deck to 
view the agitation of the waves. 1, as an obferver, could not help placing myfclf in 
this flation ; and for my pains I got thoroughly wet. We were above half a quarter 
of an hour in tliis dangerous paffage ; now lifted up by biilows which bended under 
us,; and now tofi'ed by otliers w'hich dallied againfl the fides of the vcflfel, and covered 
it all over with water. One wave lifted us up very high, and then left us aground ; 
another came and took us up and was followed by others in the like fucceffion. At 
Jengri), after being tolled in this manner for fome time, we faw ourfelves out of danger. 
As it is cuflomary on this occafion to make a handfome prefent to the negroes of the 
bar ; each paflenger behaved generoufly towards them, and they were very well 
fatisfied. 

As foon as we entered the river Niger, we found ourfelves in a very gentle flream, 
pf above three hundred fathoms in breadth, that is, four or five times broader than 
the Seine at Pont Royal. Its direflion is exactly north and fouth, parallel to the coaft, 

• Which llioal, oi bank of fand, our author (hould have underftoed by a bar ; but what he fay* above, 
is only the efledt «f the Ihoul or bar. 1 only mean, the ihoal it the bar, _ 

^ for 
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for the fpace of three leagues, from its mouth to the ifland of Senegal. The land oa 
both fides is only one continued plain of quick fands, extremely white, with a few downs 
fcattcred here and there, and continually Ihifting according to the caprice qf the winds. 
The weftern bank forms a very low cape or narrow flip of land, which feparates the 
river from the fea, and whofe greateft breadth is not a hundred and fi^ty : 

this is called Barbary Point. The eafteni bank is higher; but they are both equally 
dry and barren, and produce only a few low plants. We did not perceive any trees, 
till we advanced two leagues higher, towards the Eti' ilfl) ifland ; and then we fpied 
fome mangroves, which an. almoftthe only tree we v till we arrived at the ifland of 
Senegal. 

Ihis place is fituated witliin three leagues of the mouth of the rlvc % ard two-thirds 
of a league from the Englifh ifland. It i'ithc chief fettlemcnt of Senegal ; and the refi- 
deuce of the director genera!. We arrived by night-fall at the harbour c:a(f of the fort, 
where we landed. As foon as I fet foot on ihore, 1 waited upon M. de la IJrue, the 
director general, who gave me a moft kind reception. I delivered to him the letters of 
recommendation which I had from his uncle M. David, director of the Eart: India com- 
pany, who was pleafed to intereft himfelf in my favour : and thev operated even beyond 
what 1 could pollibly expeft in a country fubjefl; to fucb difriculties. lii fliort, he 
promiicd to aflifl me on all occafions, and he did it accordingly with fuch readinels and 
good nature, as deferves a grateful acknowledgment from the lovers of natural hiftory, 
if, I have done any tiling towards promoting tliis branch of learning. 

He foon was as good as his word : I had the liberty of travelling up the country^ and 
of examining into its various produdions. To facilitate my defign, M. dc la Brue pro- 
cured me a boat, with negroes, and an interpreter, in fliort all convenicncies, as fpe- 
cificu by the Eaft-India company to the fuperior council, in a letter wherein they in- 
form him of my intentions. 

Being arrived in a country fo diu .cnt in every refped from my own^ and finding 
myfelf as it were ’u a new world, whatever I beheld drew my attention, becaul’e it af- 
f'lrdeJ me matter of inftrudion. Idie air, the climate, the mhaoitants, the animals, 
the lands, and vegetables, all were new to me: not oixC objed that ofiered itfelftomy 
view, was 1 accuflomed to. Which way foever I turned my eye, I faw nothing but 
landy plains*, burnt by the moll fcorching heat of the fun. Even the very ifland I 
flood upon, is only a bank of fand, about 1150 fathoms in length, and 150 or cooat 
the mofl in breadth, and almofl level with the furfacc of the water. It divides the 
river into two branches, one of v/hich to the caftward is about 300 fathoms broad, and 
the other weffward near 200, with aconfiderable depth. 

dhis ifland, notwithflandirig its flerility, waS inhabited by upvrards of three thoufand 
negroes, invited thither by the generolity of the whites, into wli fervice mofl of them 
had entered. Here they have creded houfes or huts, which occu])y above on^.. half of 
the ground, d hefe are a kind of dove or ice houfes, the walls of which arc ^eeds 
fadened dole together, and fupported by flakes driven into the ground. Thefc flakes 
are from five to fix feet high, and have a round covering of ftraw, of the fame height, 
and terminating in a point. Thus each hut has only a ground fljioor, and is from ten to 
fifteen feet diameter, ddicy have but one fquare vloor, very lew, and many of them 
with a threfliold raifed afoot above the ground ; fo that in going in they muft incline 
their bodies, and lift a leg up very high, an altitude not only ridiculous but difagreeable* 

» The author is miflakcn, or has forgot, for the Guiuca-fule is all covered with wo'^ds ; the ifland and 
the Barbary iborc> or tongue of land, arc exadly as he deferibes. 
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One or two beds are frequently fufficient for a whole family, including domeftics, who 
lie pell-mell along with their mailers and the children. Their bed is a hurdle laid on 
crofs pieces of wood, and fupported by forkillas, or fmall forks, a foot above the 
ground ; over this they throw a mat, which ferves them for a paiUaJfe or llraw bed, 
for a mattrefs, and generally for Iheetsand bed-clothes ; as to pillows they have none. 
Their furniture is not very cumberfome ; for it confifts only of a few earthen pots, 
called canaris, a few calabalhes, or gourd-bottles, with wooden bowls, and the like 
uten/ils. 

All the huts belonging to the fame perfon are inclofed with a wall or palifade of reeds 
about fix feet high ; to which they give the name of tapade. Though the negroes ob- 
ferve very little fymmetry in the fituation of their houfes, yet the French of the ifland of 
Senegal have taught them to follow a certain uniformity in the largenels of the tapades, 
which they have regulated in fuch a manner, as to form a fmall town with feveral ftreets 
drawn in a direft line. I’hefe ftreets indeed are not paved ; and luckily there is no oc- 
cafion for it ; fince they would be very much at a lofs to find the fmalleft pebble upwaflls 
of thirty leagues all round. The inhabitants find a greater conveniency in their liindy 
foil : for as it is very deep, and foft, it ferves them to fit upon; it is alfo iheir fofa, 
their couch, their bed. Befides, it has fome other good ufes, namely, that there is no 
danger in falling ; and it is always very clean, even after the heavieft rains, becaufe it 
imbibes the water with great ealc, and there needs only an hour of fine weather to dry 
it. However, this town or village, which ever you pleafe to call it, is the.handfoineft, 
the largeft, and the moft regular in the country : they reckon, as I have already men- 
tioned, upwards of three thoufand inhabitants: it is about a quarter of a league long, 
and the breadth equal to that of the ifland, whofe centre it occupies, being equally 
ranged on both fides of the fort by which it is commanded. 

We may fafely affirm, that the negroes of Senegal arc the likelieft men in all Nigritia 
or Negroland. They are generally above middle fized, well fliaped, and well-limbed. 
There is no fuch thing 'ever known among them as cripples, or hump-backs, or bandy 
legs, unlefs it be by accident. 'J’hey are llrong, robuft, and of a proper temperament 
for bearing fatigue. Their hair is black, curled, downy, and extremely fine. Their 
eyes are large and well cut, with very little beard ; their features agreeable enough, and 
their (kin the deepeft black. 

Their ufual drefs confifts in a fmall piece of linen which pafles between their thighs ; 
^nd the two ends, being lifted up and folded, form a fort of drawers, which are tied with 
a fillet before ; and thus they cover their nudity. They have likewife a paariy that is a 
piece of calico, made in the form of a large napkin, which they carelefsly throw over 
thgr fhoulders, letting one end of it dangle againft their knees. 

The women are much about the fame fize and make as the men. Their fldn is fur- 
prifingly delicate and foft ; their mouth and lips arc fmall ; and their features very 
regular. There are fome of them perfedl beauties *. They have a great (hare of 
vivacity, and a vaft deal of freedom and eafe, which renders them extremely agreeable. 
For their clothing they make ufe of two paans, one of which goes round their waift, 
hangs down to .the knep, and fupplies the place of an under-petticoat ; the other covers 
both their ftioulders, and fometimes the head. This is a modeft drefs enough for fo hot a 
country ; but they are generally fatisfied with the paan which covers the reins ; and 
(hey throw off the other whenever they find it troublefome. One may eafily judge 
that they are not long a drefling or undrefling, and that their toilette is foon made. 

* The vaft nurebers of children, and children’s children, the French begat by them, and left there, 
prove our author is not fingular in hit opinion. 

as 
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As the ifland of Senegal is within the depeiidance of the kingdom of Oualo, the 
negroes who live there, efpecially thofe who are free, are of that nation. They are, 
generally fpeaking, very goodnatured, fociable, and obliging. Thofe whom the com- 
pany entertained in my fervice, were Oualofes, as they call themfelves, or by corrup- 
tion, Jallofs. 

Immediately after my arrival, I employed fome months, not only in ftudying the 
manners and charader of the inhabitants, but likewife in learning the Oualofe language 
which obtained moll generally in that country : fori was fenltble that it would be of 
great fervice to me, and even indifpenfably neceffary i> regard to the refearches I pur- 
pofed to make. With this view I frequented their company, and was among them as 
often as poffiblc. At length when I looked upon niyfelf as fufficiently acquainted with 
their ufages and manners, and able to judge how to condufl: myfelf in a country which 
had long been the object of my moll ardent wilhes, I determined to fet out upon a 
ramble. 

The quick fands of the ifland of Senegal, their dogs-grafs, mangroves, and bind- 
w'eed, could not long aflTord fulHcient employment for a naturalift. There was no 
way to get further inltrudion, but by crofling the river in order to vifit the continent. 
With this view I went over as often as I could in my boat, and feveral days fucceffively. 
The ifland of Sor is the firll land that offers itfelf on the eaftern bank of the river, and 
is oppofite to the ille of Senegal. It is above a league in length, and interfered by 
fmall rivers, which are called marigots. The foil is fandy like that of the ifland of 
Senegal, but of furprifing fertility. In the middle of the ifland there are feveral hills 
of a very gentle afeent, covered with white and red gum trees*, and others of the fpinous 
kind, and of very difficult accefs. 

I landed the firft time on that ifland the loth of May, attended by my interpreter, and 
the two negroes, who had rowed my boat. It is bordered by a very thick wood, where 
with a good deal of difficulty I found . path, which is the only pafl'age to the inner part 
of the ifland. Thi'' would be no great harm, if a perfon was not flopped every moment 
by thorns, which are apt to catch his clothes, and tear his legs ; ior my part I came 
off with lofing a few feraps of my waiftcoat or fhirt, the only apparel one can bear in 
fo fultry a country, and where a fhirt alone is very cumberfome. But my negroes, 
with all their agility, oftentimes left fome bits of fkin behind them, not to mention the 
thorns which fluck in their feet, molt of them going without fandals. Is it not amazing 
that the inhabitants of this ifland fhould have traded with thofe of Senegal more than 
thirty years, and all this while not have given themfelves the trouble to open a convenient 
road ! Can there be a flronger proof of the lazinefs and indolence of the negroes ? 
Their high road, the great thoroughfare of this ifland, is a path, which does not eveu^ 
merit that name ; fmee a perfon is often obliged to creep on all four in order to get 
through it. Notwithflanding thefe difficulties 1 forced my way. 

My negroes informed me, that there was fome game in this place. I had my gun, and 
each of them had theirs. I courfed for I'ome time without being difeouraged by the 
curvatures I was obliged to make every moment under the thorns. I lulled a few par- 
tridges and hares, which made me amends for my pains. The hares of this; country are 
not altogether like thofe of France : they are not fo la\gc ; and their colour is foraething 
between a hare and a rabbet. Their fleih is white, which gi>/-s th m a greater refem- 
blance to a rabbet j but they do nor burrow :■ they are tender, mid extretnely well tailed. 
'I he fame cannot be faid of their partridges : they are fo tough, as to be good for 

• A fort of acada or Egyptian thorn, on which they gather two forts of gum, die white and the red, 
heretofore known by the name of gum Arabic, and at prclcnt by that of gum Senega. 

voL._ XVI. 4 1 nothing. 
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nothing. I doubt much whether we ought not rather to call them wood»hens, for they 
are the fame fize, and much about the fame colour. They are fufficiently diftinguiflied 
from other birds of this kind, by two ftrong fpurs to their feet. 

Pleafed with my fport, I proceeded as far as the village of Sor, which gives name 
to the i/land. Before I could get thither, I was obliged to crofs two marigoU : thefe 
are rivulets with which the whole country is interfered in fuch a manner, that one 
cannot advance above two or three paces, without being obftrufted. 1 had contrived 
an expedient, when they were not too deep ; which was, to make my negroes carry 
me over. On this occafion I made ufe of it : one of them took me upon his Ihouldcrs, 
and as his clothes did not incommode him greatly, he was quickly up to his bread iii 
water ; fo that he wafted me in an indant, as if he was running a race, over the firfl: 
marigot, which was broader than the Seine at Pont Royal. Thus was 1 mounted, if I 
may be permitted the term : and it is the fafed method of croffing, becaufe the negroes 
are ufed to walkthrough thefe watry plains, as upon land, and they know all the roads ; 
and indeed, as I had no other conveyance in crolling a river or a lake of a middling 
depth ; I fliall repeat it no more. 

Notwithdanding the care I had taken, my (hoes got wet, but were not long a drying. 
I had to walk on fands, which it w'ould be incorred to call by any other epithet than 
burning, fince even in the mod moderate weather, they experience there a heat of 6 o 
degrees and upwards as 1 afterwards found by the obfervations which I fcnipuloufly fol- 
lowed with M. de Reaumur’s thermometer. A perfon may make an cfl'ay by getting 
fuch a heat in his feet, at a time when that of the ambient air is 'ii degrees in the 
fhade, as it was then in the ifland of Senega! the loth of May, one ol the coldelt win- 
ter days in that country : it is cafy then to jiulge of the extreme lenlihility of an Euro- 
pean, tranlplanted from a temperate climate, to the hotted jiari ot tlie glolK'. My 
Ihoes grew tough like a horn, then crac'NCil, and fell away tt) powder : eveti the feet of 
my negroes were chopped. The very refledi <n ot the heat of iliel’un jteeled the (kin 
off my face, and gave me a fmarting, which foiuetimes laded five or fix ilays. Such 
were the ordinary effeds of the great heat I had to killer, when I undertook this ram- 
ble over the didrid of Senegal : efieds wliich increafe in fuch a manner, that the heat 
of the place indead of 22 degrees, mounted to 34 in the (hade, that is, in the colded 
air. To thefe inconveniencies I mud add that of the quick lands, which are cxccflivcly 
fatiguing, becaufe you fink up to your ancle ; and your fhoes being filled therewith, 
become intolerably heavy and trouldefome. T hen, ibr the firft time, 1 perceived the 
ufe of that thick fkin, thicker than the breadth of a finger, with which nature litis 
drciigthened the foies of the negroes feet, whereby they are fecurej againlt the hard- 
jiefs of external bodies, lo as to have no occafion for fhoes. Yet 1 accullomcd myfelf 
by degrees to this kind of fatigue ; for there is nothing but what one may compal's with 
a good will ; and this was not wanting. 

, After thefe viciflitudcs of a paffage through thorns, rivers, and burning fands, where 
I courfed and herborized till the way, 1 arrived at length at the village of Sor. T here 
I found the governor, whom the negroes didinguiflted by the wxmQ of Borom-ddk, that 
is, mader of the village, lie was a venerable old man, about fifty, with a grey beard 
and hoary locks. When I call hkn an old man, of fifty, this is becaufe the negroes of 
Senegal arc really old at the age of forty-five, and oftentimes fooner : and 1 remember 
to have heard the French inhabitants of Senegal lay feveral times, that according to the 
bed ol their oblervation, the negroes of that couniry feldom lived to be older than fixty, 
which agrees exactly with the remarks I endeavoured to afccitain during my day . at 
Senegal. But to return to the mader of the village of Sor j he was a ludy, well looking 

man, 
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man, whofe phyfiognomy befpoke him a perfon of gentle manners and great good 
nature. His name was Baba-Sec : he was fitting on the fand, under the fliade of a 
jujube'^, planted before his hut, where he was fmoaking and converfmg with a few 
friends. As foon as he faw me, he rofc up, prefented his hand to me thrice, then laid 
it upon his forehead, and afterwards upon his bread, afking me each time, in his 
language, how I did. I performed the fame ceremony myfelf at the fame time, 
becaufe I underftood that fuch was the manner of fainting in this country. He did not 
lake off his cap, for he wor: none : as to my part I followed the French cuftom, which 
is never to take off our hats to people of his compl xiun. He ordered a mat to be 
fet before me, and 1 fat down: then he placed him .it in one of the corners; and 
notwithflanding all I could do, there was no prevailing on him to draw to v- Js the 
middle. This is a mark of refpeft they (hew the French, whom they look upon as 
great people ; that is, as great lords, and far their fuperiors. Indeed they are not 
much in the wrong ; and this kind of fubmiffion ought to be encouraged as much as 
pollible ; fo I did not prefs him hard. Two of his wives (for polygamy is eftablilhed 
in that country) came immediately after with their children, to pay their compliments 
to me, and they brought me a few bowls lull of milk, with eggs and fowls. I drank 
fome of the milk, and thanked them for the reft. 

It was near their dinner time, and Baba-Scc depended upon my ftaying. In the 
mean time, my curiofity led me to fee the village, dhe huts w^re neither fo large nor 
fo neat as thofe I liaJ feen in the iflc of Senegal. In fome, the covering came down 
almoft to the ground, and was kept up before the door by a few ftakes, to form a 
kind of pent-houfe, which flieltered them from the rays of the fun. . In others,* the 
walls were done over with thick mud, mixed with cow^dung, which ftunk abominably. 
The latter had two oppofite entrances, each of which was only an oval made in the 
wall, of a fool and half diameter, and tw-o feet from the ground. I had found the 
fquare doois of the illand of Senega^ '^cry uncal'y ; but thele were ftill more fo, fmee 
tiicre was no fuch thing as entering them without doubling my chin to my knees. Ihe 
inlide was in every refpecl like what I had feen in Senegal. Tlie ftreets were as irre- 
gular as the huts, and very narrow. Notwithftanding the little proportion obferved 
by thofe architefts, the villages ftill are very agreeable, becaufe they are planted with 
trees, which befides the coolnefs of their fliade, refrefh the eye with a perpetual verdure. 

The children of both fexes, even fuch as were nine or ten years old, an age at which 
the marks of puberty begin to (hew thcmfelvcs, were ftark naked. Ihe girls had for 
ornament round their waift a girdle of glafs toys, or, where thofe could not be had, of 
a rc(iui€n\\ knuckle-boncs, or of cockle-fhells ftringed like a pair of beads. Some 
perhaps will imagine that thofe children, in this (late of nakednels, niuft be daflied at 
the fight of a ftrangcr : but ftir from it ; you may go up to them, and even pla\ 
them, they will give theinfelves no fawey airs ; and though they are neithei thame- 
faced nor bafliful, yet there is nothing in their countenance but what is natural and 
eafy. No doubt but it will be alfo furprifing lo many, that children, who w^ere fcarce 
fix months old, fhould begin to walk by ihemfelves. It was pleafant to fee thofe little 
creatures tumbling on the fand before the lun, and creeping on all four like littte 
monkeys, and to hear them utter inarticulately a ^few words betw^een their teeth, with 
an air of contentment and pleafure. ihe women had all a hiij^puan round their waift, 
which lerved them for a petticoat ; but from their waift upwards they were naked. 


* Jujuba aciilcata, nervofis foliis infra fcriceis flavirs. Burm, The%, Zt.yL p. 131. 

•f A voracious fiih, of the nature of a lea dog. The young rtquum are a dilh ery muck 
the negroes. 


liked by 

Being 


4 I a 



6 i 3 ADANSOk'S voyage to SENEGAL, &C. 

Being generally well made, they have a very good air in this difhabille, efpecially when 
a perfon is ufed to their colour : thofe who are not accuftomed to them, mull be con- 
tent with admiring their, fliape, wliich is extremely fine. 

Which way Ibevcr I turned my eyes on this pleafant fpot, I beheld a perfect image 
of pure nature : uu agreeable folu iide, bounded on every fide by a charming landfcape ; 
the niiiil fituation of cottages in the midft of trees ; the eafe and indolence of the 
negroes, reclined under the lhade of their fpreading foliage ; the fimplicity of their 
dreis and maimers ; the whole revived in my mind, the idea of our firft parents, and 
1 /eemed to contemplate the world in its primeval Rate. 

My mind was agreeably amufed with thefe reveries, when word was brought me, 
from the governor of the village, that dinner waited for me. Upon which 1 turned 
back with ray negroes, who conduced me through that labyrinth of cottages, where 
otherwife I fhould have been eaiily loft. I found the governor juft on the very fpot 
where I left him, with his children, and a few friends. They fat crofs-legged on the 
land, round a large wooden bowl full of coufeous ; which is a thick-grained pap, made 
of two forts of millet. He made me fit down by him ; then he began to fall to, and 
thrufting his hand into the difli, he took a handful of coufeeus^ which he rolled about 
with his fingers, for want of a fork and fpoon, a conveniency they have not yet learnt. 
He invited me afterwards to do the fame. I did not let him prefs me hard, but 
followed his example ; for I never departed from this principle, that nothing con- 
tributes more to gain the confidence and friendftiip of ftrangers among whom you 
refide, than to conform to their cuftoms and manner of living ; and I always found 
my account in it. The coufeous was judged excellent ; and one of the moft convincing 
proofs thereof, was, that the difli was foon emptied. For my part I did not judge fo 
favourably of it ; nothing that I can think of is more infipid than this difli ; and tlie 
manner of eating it is every whit as difagrceable. However, I ufed myfelf to it ; and 
found it afterwards very good. This Angle courfe conftituted our whole feaft. 

When dinner was mer, a young flie-flave, in her natural habit, prefented us all 
round a bowl lull of water, out of which each perfon drank ; and then they made ufe 
of it to wafli the hand that had performed the office of a fpoon, which is always the 
right ; the left being defigned for ufes inconfiftent with cleanlincfs. Thefe practices, 
like polygamy, are a coiifequence of the precepts of the Mahometan religion, which 
they have fo fai' embraced, as its principles are agreeable to their own cuftoms and 
eafy manner of living. 1 was very much furprized, not to fee any of my landlord’s 
wives eating in company with him, but I was told, that fuch was the cultom of the 
country, and that no woman ever had that honour done her ; becaufe they are per- 
fuaded, like good Mahometans, that there is no paradife for the female fex. There- 
fore they dined after us, and in the fame manner ; that is, without tabic, plates, table- 
cloth, fpoons, knives, forks, or napkins. 

In order to make my hoft amends for his good entertainment, I prefented him 
with a few pattes* of iron, and I diftributed fomc glafs toys among his wives and 
children. He wanted to keep me for a ball which was juft going to begin ; but I 
tiegged him to poftpone it till another time, becaufe it was near fun-fet. We parted 
extremely well fatisfied with each ofj^er. The guiriots^, in return for the gencrofity 
with which I had behaved towards them, attended me upwards of two hundred paces, 
beating on the drum, to the found of which all the young people danced in cadence, 

* patte of iron is the twelfth part of a bar nine feet long; and ferves for money in this country. _ 

j- This is the name the negroes gi»e to the muficians and drummers of the country. 
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exprefling tlieir joy. At length I lofl: fight of them, and made all the hafte I could 
back to the ifland of Senegal. 

I was not a little plcafed with this my firfl; reception at the lord of Sor’s. It convinced 
me, that there ought to be confiderable abatements made, in the accounts I had read 
and heard every where, of the lavage charafter of the Africans ; and I was of opinion, 
that this Ihould not extend to the natives of Senegal. 'I'his gave me great encourage- 
ment to go oftener amongft them ; and 1 was highly delighted to hear a little while 
after, that a veflel w as to fet out the month following, to buy fome oxen at the 
Mulketoe trading-place. An agent belonging to the c ^iipany who was cntruftgd with 
this commiffion, engaged me to perform the voyage with him. Accordingly we 
embarked the i6th of June, early in the morning, upon the river Nig»'''. We 
afcended the llream, anrl when we came to the point of the ille of Biteche, we began 
to lofe fight of the ifland of Senegal, which is about a league diftant from thence. To 
the right we had the ifle of Bifeche, and the wood ifland to the left : they were both 
bordered with mangroves ; fo that our navigation was as pleafant as if we had been 
failing through a large avenue of beautiful trees. The mangroves* have fomething fo 
extraordinary in their nature, that I cannot pafs them over in filence. The largeft of 
thefe trees arc generally no more than fifty feet high ; they grow only in the water, 
and on the banks of rivers where the tide goes up twice a-day. They preferve the 
verdure of their leaves throughout the year, which may be faid alfo of mofl; of the trees 
of this country ; but what renders them more remarkable, is the long roots, which 
iffuing out of their lowclt branches, hang down to the water, and penetrate into the 
earth. I'hcn they rcfemble fo many arcades- fi-om five to ten feet high, which ferve 
to lupport the body of the tree, and even to advance it daily into the bed of the river. 
Thefe arcades are fo clofe, and intertwiflcd, one with another, that they form a kind 
of natural and tranfparent terrace, raifed with fuch folidity over the water, that one 
might walk upon them, were it r that the branches are too much encumbered 
with leaves. 

Thus we advanced three leagues through mangroves, after \vhi''li from the marigat 
of Kiala to that of Torkhod, within four leagues and a half of the ifland of Senegal, 
we law nothing on both banks of the river, but ruflies or weeds from ten to fifteen 
feet highf. Torkhod is a village fituatc on the left fide of the river Niger, upon a 
hill of red fand, at the foot of which palfeih the nuirigot that bears its name. This 
is the only village we could fee the w'hole way from the ifland of Senegal. The 
mangroves had intercepted the profpeft of the others, which are fcattered about the 
low lands overflown by the Niger, rhe advantageous fituation of Torkhod, the red 
colour of the hill, the beauty of the trees, with which it is adorned, and the meadows 
which it commands, all together afford a very agreeable prolped:. The fifliermeJl 
belonging to the place brought us foinc fhell-fifli by the French called machoirans^ ^ with 
eels and other fifli which they had cateked in their little river. Wc bought about five 
dozen, which did not Hand us in three denier, a piece. From whence we coiitiriued 
our voyage, meeting with a few more mangroves, on the right bank of the river, till 
we came within a league of a village called IVlaka, where thele trees terminate. 

1 he fame day we arrived belbre fun-fet at the IVlulketoe tradftig-place ; where was 
to be the fale of cattle. 'This being the firlt port we meet with, in going up the Niger, 

* Mangles aquatica, foliis fiibrotundis 8: punftatis. Plum. gen. pag. i ?. 

•j- Gramea dadtylon bieorue tomriitofuni maximum, fpicis numcrofiflim is. Sloan. Jan:, vul. i. tab, 15. 

' j Nhamdia Braulicnllbus, bagre do Rio Lulitunis. Marogr. p. 149. 

Myllus cirrhis fex longiflimis, pinna dorfi I'ecunda triangulari. Cronov. Muf. Icltii. p.35. 11.84. 
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the fame is praftifed here, as at fea by thofe who pafs the tropic : the French, the 
firfl: lime they come this way, are bound to make a prefent to the laptots^ ; and there- 
fore I gave them the ufual gratuity. The Mufketoe trading-place is only thirteen 
leagues to the north 4 north-eaft of the iflancl of Senegal. This is a fruitful plain ex- 
tending on both fides the river as far as the village of Maka, which we left behind 
us : the whole tradt of ground, upwards of feven leagues in length, is laid out in 
fpacious meadows, where the inhabitants breed a vaft number of cattle. I he name of 
viarigot^ of the Mufleetoes, is given to a finall river, which falls into the Niger, a little 
below the trading-place; bccaufe it is full of very high and thick weeds, which ferve 
to harbour a kind of Mulketoes called inaringoins, Soiuetiincs thofe little infects ilfue 
forth from thcle iiiacceflible places, in fuch fwartns, that they darken the air. It is 
very difficult to guard againft them, becaufe their fting wall penetrate through the 
compafteft woollen flufls ; and tlie multitudes of them that attack a perfon all at the 
fame time, caufe a prodigious pain, and thrown the whole body, as it weie, into 
a ferment. This is one of the greatcil inconveniences that all aquatic places arc 
fubjedl to. 

The Moors w^aited lor us, within two hundred paces of the north bank of i!ie river, 
wffiere they w^ere encamped. All over the country, nothing was to be feen but 
numerous flocks of oxen, wethers, kid, and camels, which ranged about in lull liberty. 
The day following I went on Ihorc to view the oxen, which feemed to me very dif- 
ferent from thofe ot Europe ; for niofl. of them were larger and higher legged ; but 
they were particularly remarkable lor a lump of flelh, which rofc above a loot on the 
withers, between the two llioulders. The rams (which they arc not tiled to caiLratc) 
are alio of a very peculiar fort. They bear no releinblance to our f rench rams, 
except in their head and tail *, but as to their fize* and hair, they are more likt? a goal : 
the latter animal has nothing remarkable. I’he flelli of both is extremely delicate, 
but often too perfumed. It leems that a fleece of wool would have been inconvenient 
to fheep in fo hot a country ; and therefore, nature has changed it lor thin hair of 
moderate length. 

As I rambled among thofe numerous flocks, I found myfelf approaching towards 
the adouar ; a name they give to a duller of tents, where the Moors are lodged. 
Thcfe tents are all round in the form of a cone, and made of goats and camels hair, 
impenetrable to the rain, dhey were ranged near to one another, in a circular lonn, 
each fupported by a pole in the middle, and fixed all round with thongs of ox Ikiii, 
faftened to Hakes about a foot from the' ground. The infide of them was hung with 
feveral row^s of mats, fecured on one fide by the tents, and on the other by their 
moveables : the latter confift of a few borrachoes containing their doaths, their 
iTiilk, and butter ; in fliort, all their provifions, and a few pieces of calaballies, which 
ferve for utenfils. 

While the men looked after their cattle, the women were confined to their tents, 
whlre they employed their time in churning butter, in fpinning, and taking care of 
their children and other domeftic concerns. They are of an olive complexion, with 
very regular features, and large fparkling eyes ; their hair is long and plaited ; fome 
have it hanging dov?n, and other/; tied up. They feemed to be well made, though 
fniall ; and a great deal more referved than the negroe women. The men are not 
much taller than the negroes ; but they differ in their colour, which is red or a red 
brown ; in their hair, which is of a middling length, curled, and much thicker ; and 

• This the name given to the negroes in the fcrvice of the Eaft India company. 
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efpccially in their mufcles, which appear more under their fkin ; they have alfo a more * 
meager face, with lefs flefh, and their fkin is not fo fmooth, The drefs both of men 
and women, confifts in a long fhirt of black linen, and a paan, with which the women 
cover their head and fhoulders ; the men foinetimes roll it about their bodies like a 
waift-band, and fometimes round their heads, in imitation of a tiirbant. This paan 
is not always black and made of cotton ; there are a great many men who w^ear it of 
white wool, and oftentimes edged with red. I fpoke once already of the repait I 
made with the Negroes ; but the Moors are no way inferior to them in frugality. 
Their ordinary food is milk, either of camels, cow goats, or Iheep, with millet ; 
and very often milk and gum alone is their whole .pafl, and ferves them for meat 
and drink. 

Though (wo months were not yet elapfed fnice my coming to brne^aJ, I never- 
thelefs bad an opportunity of feeing, and tonuing Ibme judgement, at lead as much 
as was necciTary, fur the tin\c prefent, of two nations, the muft dilfant in their 
cuftoms and manner of living, of all liiofe that inhabit this part of Africa, namely, 
the Moors and the Negroes. In both, I had obferved great humanity and fociablenefs, 
which gave me llrong hopes, that J fh('nild be very fafe among them, and meet with 
the fuccefs 1 defired in ray iiujuiry alter the curiofilies of their country. 

d’hc next day 1 went a herborizing and courfing over the bcauriful fields on the op- 
pofite bank of the river. At that time they were covered with a large kind of millet, 
called ^ or •guinea corn .* it was now almoll ripe, and the Ntgrocs had covered 

the ears with its own leaves, to fhcltcr it from the fparrows, which do a great deal of 
niifchief in this country. It was no fmall labour to walk acrofs thofe fpacious fidcls of 
millet, the llalks being very large and coinpad, and full eight feet high 'The heat 
was quite Ififling, for not the lead breath of air could be perceived amidd thofe high 
plants; and the fun, at a very little didance from the zenith, darted his rays almofl 
perpendicularly. My Negroes, in ' Her to amufe themfelves in this long walk, and to 
quench thur third, plucked I’eveiai intire dalks of millet, and fucked the juice, after 
dripping it ol its hulk, 'I’hey gave me fome to lade, and T fnind it fo fw'cet and 
pleafant, that J quickly followed their example. 1 do not at all doubt but the dalks 
of millet, prepared in the fame manner as fugar canes, would afford a very proper juice 
for making fugar. 

At length, after walking half an hour without feeing any thing but plants all round 
me, 1 anived at the loot of a little liill, whereon was built a village, wliich the Ne- 
groes call Depleur. 1 had viewed it from the bank of the river, where it allorded a 
mod delightful profpeft. Th^ loot of this hill was all of pun red land, and entirely 
planted with gardens. At that time there were a fort of : mfliroonis peculiar 

to hot countries, and not at all inferior in fize to thofe of cold climates, but gre.ifly fu- 
perior in Iweetnefs and delicacy of tade. d'hc two fpecies of Indian ketmia f, the green 
and the red, grow tlicre extremely well ; they are Ihrubs four or five feet high, and 
refemblc ours only in the lade, 'fhe red of the ground is covered with tobacv:o' and 
French beans. 

From thefe gardens, I proceeded to the village, without intending to make any day 
there, becaufe it did not appear to me, to differ f(;om thofe I had leen already. Ar it 
is not much frequented by the French, by rcafon of It;" ddhuj e from the river, the 
little children, who had never beheld any white people, were frightened greatly at feeing 
me ; and ran away as faff as they could, to leek for Ihelt^r oetvveen their mothers legs : 

♦ ilium arundinacer.m, fuhrolumlo femine forjro nominatiim. C. B* Pin, 26. 

t Ketmia Indica, gijffypu folio, acetofjc faporc. Plum^ Cat.p. 2. 
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at the fame time they gave very loud cries, which did not frighten me much, becaufe 
I foon difeovered die caule. Yet I got a little out of the way, to avoid the frighful 
noife occafioncd by my prefence ; when a woman who faw me gathering fruit in the 
garden, thought to oblige me, by bringing me fome of a fort greatly efteemed in that 
country. At the fame time fhc conducted me into the middle of the village, where 
flood the tree from which flie had plucked them. It was very large, but not high : by 
its fupple pendant boughs, and long thorns, I knew it to be the agihalid of Profper 
Alpinus * * * § : I’he Negroes call it foumpc. As 1 flopped to view this tree, I was quickly 
lurroHiidfcd by a number of boys and girls, whom curiofity had drawn together. Some 
out of refpccl, and fome out of fear, keep themfelves at a diflance : others were fami- 
liar enough to come near me, and to alk for glafs trinkets j for thefe, as I obferved be- 
fore, are the merebandife and ornament which the Negroes chiefly delight in. Mott 
t)f them had never feen a white man fo near ; fome touched my deaths and my linen ; 
others took hold of my hat, and of my hair which I wore in a bag, thinking it im- 
poflible it fhould grow to fuch a length as they faw it about my ears ; others in fhort, 
felt the bag itfelf, and afkeJ me for tobacco, with which they thought it to be hlled, 
becaufe of its being fo very like a little fquare leather bag, wherein they are accuflomed 
to carry tobacco upon their breafls ; but how great was their furprife, upon feeing me 
take off my bag, when my hair fell dowm to my waifl. The liberty I gave them to 
examine both, foon undeceived them, as well in regard to the pretended ufe of the bag, 
as to my hair, the length of which they no longer doubted of, when they faw it really 
faflened to my head. 

Tfiis extraordinary and unexpected feene, occafioncd my making fcveral refledions as 
I went from thence. It came into my head, that my colour fo ojipolilc to the blackncfs 
of the Africans, was the firff thing that ilruck the children : thei'e jioor little creatures 
were then in the fame cafe as our infants, the firft time they fee a Negro. I recalled to 
mind alfo, that the I'econd thing which furprifed the reft, was the length and thicknefs 
of my hair, compared to theirs, which looks like very fine curled wool : and in the laft 
place, the weight and conftraiut of my apparel, which after all, confided only of a 
very light callico waiftcoat. The reader will no longer be furprifed that fome of them 
fliould alk me for merchandize, and others for tobacco, when he is informed, that 
Negroes of every age, fex, and condition, are ufed to alk even the fmallelt trifles of the 
whites, when they cannot pilfer them j it is with good reafon faid, that they arc the 
moll artful beggars, and the mofl dextrous thieves in the univerfe. 

Inllead of following the road I had taken acrofs the tirefome fields of millet, to go 
to Dcpleur, I returned by the meadow above them. 1 law there only a few gum trees, 
a prodigious quantify of tamarilks like thofc of Narbonne, the llirub fcjbun f, and a 
large fpecies of fenfitive plant, which the Negroes call gucrackiao^ that is, good morrow, 
becaufe, they fay, when you touch it, or draw near to fpeak to it, the plant imme- 
diately inclines its leaves to wilh you, as it were, a good morrow, and to fliew, that 
it is fenfible of the politenefs done it. Among the herbs with which the meadow is 
ftrewed, I took notice of the jujjla;a\, of arfmart^, chickwee;! and fcveral fpccies 
of mollugo ; of a great many forts of grafs, of the coldenia ||, and a fmall fenfitive plant, 
rampant, and riot fpinoSs, infinitely more delicate and fcnfible than all the fpccies that 
I know. ■ 

• Aglialld. V . Mp. Mpyp.'vol. i.p. ao. f Selban. P.yl'p. M^rypt. v. 3. p, 13. 

J Juffiaca eretia, floribui. Ictrapetalis oftandris feiniibus. Linn. II. Ziyl. l /O. 

^ Porficaria m .dcralpatana, longiprc folio furfuto. P/ui. Pkytogr. tab. 7,io. fig. 7. 

§ Alfuie lotoidea licula. Bqcc. rar. pi. zo. 1| Coldenia. Linn. H. ZeyU 69. 
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I did not neglefl:, the following days, to vifit the neighbouring villages and fields, 
where I found great plenty of a kind of (hrub hitherto unknown to botanifls which 
the Moors call guerzim. I likewife difcovered a confiderable number of other new' 
plants ; but it would be of no ufe to mention them here. 

There are a great many wild boars in thofc parts, but T never could come up with 
any of them. I killed feveral of thofe birds, which the French call large eyes : and, 
indeed, they are of a largencfs that has no fort of proportion to the head. In the form 
of their body, and of their I'eet, which arc fplit into three toes, they are very like a 
buftard : they are as large as a hen, and their feathers are of an afh-grey, mixed with 
white. Their llefli is tender, and may be eaten. I c; aid not avoid having very good 
fport in the meadow, for there is plenty of game : but it was interrupted every 
moment by the loud and importunate cries of a kind of bird, which the Negroes call 
uett-ueit, the French fqmllers or bawlers, becaufe as foon as they fee a man, 
they let up a loud fcrcaming, and keep flying round him, as if their intent was to warn 
the other birds which upon hearing the cry immediately take wing. Thefe birds are the 
bane of fportfmen, who are fure to find the place clear of all game foon after their arrival. 
In Ihort, they put me into a palfion, which colt them very dear ; for, as they always fly 
in pairs, 1 killed feveral brace. There were two forts ; and neither of them hardly ex- 
ceeded the bignefs of a pigeon ; but they were high-legged, and had a very long neck. 
The colour of one was afli-grey on the back and wings, the reft; of their body was al- 
together w'hite. The other had their wings and part of the tail black, and their Ihoul- 
ders were armed with a fmall horn of the’fame colour, very long, of the lhape and hard 
confiftency of a fpur, which ferved them as an offenfive and defenfive weapon agmnft 
the other birds. 

Wewere now in the eighth day of our voyage, when we finilhed our bufinefs, and 
thought of returning to the illand of Senegal. I'he Moors, who had repaired to this place 
only to fell their cattle, having fon.^ d the country all round, were preparing to en- 
camp on another fpot, and even to retire towards the mountains, at a great diflance ’ 
northward of the river, to avoid the inundations with whicli ’be firfl; rains of the 
month of June had lately threatened them. Their tents were already ftruck. and, 
they had put them, together with their furniture and utenfils, into facks of leather 
neatly dreffed. The whole was loaded on the backs of camels and oxen, which car- 
ried their houfes, moveables, wives and children. Such is the life the Moors lead ; 
they are never fixed to a fpot: their flocks, in which confills their whole wealth, oblige 
them to change quarters, according as the feafons and the nature of their paflurage 
require. 

Soon after my return to the ifland of Senegal, an opportunity oflered of going to Podor, 
a fatlory belonging to the company, diftant from this ifland fixty leagues or thereabout®, 
on the river Niger. 'I'he veflel was to go and return without (lopping ; yet I went on 
board. My Negroes did not want felicitation to follow me ; lo they joined with the 
Ihip’s company. Wc fet fail the 30 th of June, afeending the river nearly from weii to 
eaft. The winds were fo favourable, that wc arrived in three days at Podor. As fo 
expeditious a navigation did not allow me time to go on fhore, I embraced this oppor- 
tunity of taking a plan of the courfe of the river, i obferved the different widths of its 
bed, and of the mouths of rivers that empty themfelvcs iiiio it, the angle which the 
latter form in their difemboguing, the illands we found by the way, and their length : 

I likewife founded their depth ; in fliort, I negleded nothing that was capable of ren- 
dering my obfervations molt accurate. For this purpofe 1 made ufe pi thecompafs to 
mark the changes of diredion in its courfe, meafuring from time to time its velocity 
or tliat of the vcffel : foinetimes I added to thefe two methods an eftimate of the great- 
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nefs of the ^ftances, in which I had every conveniency, and met with all the fuccefs 
I could wifli. If we except a few flioals here and there in the bed of the Niger, which 
may be eafily avoided when the winds are not quite contrary, one is furc of finding it 
navigable throughout. Though it was then at its greateft ebb, yet it v;as from twenty 
to tWrty feet and more deep. The fea-water, which flows every common year as high 
upas the marigot of the Mufketoes, that is, about fifteen leagues from the mouth of the 
river, had reached this year as far as the defert, that is, upwards of thirty leagues. 
This is about the diflance where the fait water flops : but the tide is perceived a great 
deal higher up ; it reaches a*s far as Podor, where it is vifible by the riling of the firelh 
water, which is fubjett to the fame viciflitudes of tide, but at lefs equal periods. The 
highefl flood which I meafured on the banks of the fea, near the ifland of Senegal, is 
but two feet and a half in the great equinoctial tides. It feems therefore that tile Niger 
from Podor to the fea, that is, in the courfe of fixty leagues, has not an inclination of 
above two feet and a half ; fo that there is reafon to believe that this entire tract of land, 
excepting the fand-hills fcattered here and there, forms a plain exceflivcly low and flat, 
and of filch a level, that if the fea was to rife every where alike from twenty to thirty 
feet, the whole country would be overflowed. 

The fort of Podor is built on the fouth bank of the river Niger, on a fpnt licretofore 
covered with wood ; but 4he great quantity which the French have cut down for 
upwards of ten years, that they have been fettleii there, has removed the Ibrelt 
farther back to the diflance of a finall half league. Here are moll beautiful tamarilks, 
red gum-trees, and feveral other forts of thorny acacias^ the wood of which is extremely 
hard, and in the colour and beauty of its veins not unlike thofe which \vc ufe in 
inlaid work. The button- tree, of a very different fpecies from that of America, grows 
here very common. The eafe with which this tree receives the tool, and its fine yellow, 
render it preferable to all other fi>rts of w'ood in joiners’ work. It is known among the 
Negroes by the name of khofs. The rich foil of this country is a great encouragement 
to gardening. And indeed the French have planted feveral which thrive amazingly, 
fuch as orange, citron, lemon, fig, and pomegranate-trees, befidcs guavas, ananas, 
papaws, and four-fops *, and a fpecies of caihew-nut, which palfeth for one of the beft 
fruit-trees that grow in hot countries. The different legumes of Europe thrive here 
in great perfeftion. They have plenty of potatoes which multiply greatly in wet marfhy 
lands, where they have been once planted. This root ferves them inltead of cheliiuts, 
which it greatly excels in goodnefs and delicacy of tafle. The acidity of the other 
fruits fumiflies them with a juice, more fuited to the inhabitants of a warm climate. 

During the few days that I ftaid at Podor, the thermometer gave me one degree of 
heat more than 1 had felt on the illand of Senegal before my departure : it marked 
from thirty to thirty-one degrees. The fifth of July, it was itill at thirty degrees at 
feven o’clock in the evening after fun-fet, in tiie coldcfl cxpofiiion of the open air to 
the north, declining to the eaft. 

he fame day two oflriches, which had been bred near two years in thefaftory, af- 
forded me a fi^ht of fo extraordinary a nature, as to dcfcr\'e a place in this narrative. 
Thefe gigantic birds I had ften only by the way, as I travelled over the burning fands 
on the left of the Nig^r, but now I, had a full view of them at my eafe. Though they 
were but young, ftill they were very near of an equal lize with the largefl. They were 
fo tame, that two little blacks mounted both together on the back of the large!! : no 
fooiier did he feel their weight, than he began to run a$ fait as ev^r he could, till he 
carried them feveral times round the village; and it was impolTible to flop him, other- 

'^Anoiia maxima, folU* latis fple-ndentibus, fruftu maxiroo, viridi conoide, tuberculil feu fpinulis 
iunbccutibui afpzro. Shun, Jam. <vol, 2. tab. 225. . 1, 
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wife than by obftrufling the paflage- This fight pleafed me fo well, th?,t I would ha\'e 
it repeated : and to try their ftrength, I made a full-grown Negro mount the fmalleft, 
and two others the larged. This burden did not feem to me at all difproportioned to 
their drength. At firft they went a moderate gallop ; when they were heated a little, 

, they expanded their wings as if it were to catch the wind, and they moved with fuch 
fleetnefs, that they feemed to be off the ground. Every body mud fome time or other 
have feen a partridge run, confequcntly mud know there is no man whatever able to 
keep up with it ; and it is cafy to imagine, that if this bird#had a longer ftep, its fpeed 
would be confiderably augmented. The idrich moves like the partridge, with both 
thefe advantages ; and I am latisfied that thofe I am fpt.vking of, would have diftanced 
the fleeted race-horfes that were ever bred in England. It is true they would Hold 
out fo loUg as a horfe.; but without all doubt they would be able to perform the race 
in lefs time. I have frequently beheld this fight, w'hich is capable of giving one an 
idea of the prodigious drength of an odrich ; and of (hewing what ufe it might be of, 
had we but the method of breaking and managing it as we do a horfe. 

I was not fo long in falling down the river to the ifland of Senegal, as I had been in 
going up to Podor. The north-ead winds, and the current of the dreams, which had 
been conGdcrably fwcllcd by the late rains, proved fo favourable to us, that we feized 
the opportunity to make the bed of our way back, without dopping or going afliore. 
Yet I did not repent this fird voyage ; for 1 learnt thereby the many advantages I 
might tlerive from a fccond, and even from a third. In taking a plan of the river 
Niger, I had reckoned nine or ten villages on the north bank, and forty-feven on the 
fourh. A river fiom two to three hundred fathoms broad, the banks planted with 
trees of various kinds, and the leaves in perpetual verdure ; the numerous droves of 
elephants walking on its borders ; the fea horfes, the crocodiles, with an infinite mul- 
titude of other very extraordinary animals, and a far greater number of birds remark- 
able lor the brightnefs and variety of fhvi.' colours ; all this together feemed to open an 
ample field for new and important obfervations. 

At my return to the ifland of Senegal the 15th of July, I perceived the efFcd of the 
rains, which had fallen in valt abundance for fome days. The fwell of the river was 
fo fudden, that the 19th there was a return of frefh water at its mouth ; where, two 
days before, the water was perfcflly fait. This term ferves to divide the year into two 
feafons, which dift'er very little from one another. The firfl is, when it does not rain 
at all, and when the waters of the Niger arc fpoiled by thofe of the fea : this begins 
in December, and ends in June or July. The fecond is, when it is fubjccl; to rains, and 
the river water is frefh. The rains feldom lafl more than three months ; they begin at 
the end of June, and end in the month of September. , 

If the word Summer belongs to the hotteft, and that of Winter, to the coldefl wea- 
ther, I cannot fee the reafon why all our ancient voyagers give the name of fummer 
to the dry feafon under the torrid feafon, and that of winter to the rainy feafon : for i^t 
is certain, and I know it by obfervations performed with the thermometer, during the 
fpace of five j ears, that the greateft heats arc generally in th^ rainy feafon, to which 
they have given the n.ame of winter. The French at Senegal, who.perceived the error 
into which voyagers w'ere fallen, attempted modeftly to*corre6't it, by changing the word 
fummer into that of hw feafon, that is, when the waters of the Niger are low ; and they 
have given the name of high feafon, to the winter of the ancients, becaufe the waters of the 
Niger are then very Iiigh. Without examining into this errpr, which has been blindly 
embraced by mofl of the writers on natural hiliory in our time, and being difFufed through 
their principal works, has long had a confiderable effect on the ftudy of natural phild^; 
fophy, and particularly on meteorological knowledge, a branch at this time fo greatly 
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embroiled : 1 fliall be fatisfied here with obferving, that this miftake requires a fcvere 
animadverfion. I fliall therefore, with the French inhabiting Senegal, give the name 
of low feafon to that of drought, and high fcafon to that of the rains : or ftill, in order 
to conform to the terms received in Europe, and to be underftood by all the world, 
I lhall di/tinguifli the former by the name of Summer, and the latter by that of Winter ; 
fo that thefe two feafons will be at Senegal, pretty much about the lame time as in b’rance. 
Thcfe two are therefore the only feafons they are fubjeft to ; they know neither fpring nor 
autumn. When I make ufe^f the w'ord Winter, the reader is not to imagine that they 
have any hail, fnow, or ice : thefe are thing%they are ftrangers to at Senegal ; nor is it 
poffible, whatever comparifon you make, to give the natives of the country the leafl idea 
of them. The winter in Senegal is only a feafon not fo warm as the rcil of the } car, though 
it is always warmer than our fummers in France, in which w c rarely fee any fno#or hail. 

To return to the waters of the Niger, which gave occafion to this fliort digreflion : 
they are fait one half of the year towards the ifland of Senegal. As the country is very 
low, and has neither rocks, or hones, but only quickfands, tor this very reafon it 
has no fprings : they are therefore obliged to dig wells, which indeed do not give them 
much trouble, for they find w'ater within three or four, and oftentimes within two leet 
depth ; but then it is brackifli, that is, it has a faltilh talle, communicated to the faiids 
by the proximity of the fea. 

The 8th of Auguft the fun palTcd perpendicularly over our heads ; and our (liaJows 
were exaftly under our feet. This was the fecond time I beheld this phenomenon fince 
my,.ariival at Senegal : the firlt time I faw it was on the fourth of May ; and it was to 
return every year much about the fame time. The heat it occalioned at its return 
from the tropic of cancer towards the equator, w'as much greater than that whicli we 
felt at its firlt paflage : for the thermometer marked the nights of the month of May at 
2 2 degrees, and the days from 26 to 28 ; w'hcrcas the nights of Auguft were at 26 
degrees, and the days at 32. 

The ninth of Auguft, and the following days, I walked about in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland of Senegal, and returned to the ifland of Sor, of which mention has been 
made already. Our European boats appearing to me too heavy and cumberfome, to 
make ufe of them every day in palling that river ; I therefore thought proper to exchange 
them for a kind of Negro canoe, which the French call pirogue. Thefe little boats are 
made all of one piece of wood, that is, of the trunk of a tree cut into a hollow veflel, 
and very light. They are from ten to thirty leet long, from one to two feet in breadth 
and depth, and both ends terminate in a point. Mine was one of the largeft. As foon 
as I got into it, my two Negroes placed themfelves at both extremities, one at the prow 
^d the other at the ftern. For my part I put myfelf in the middle, where I had no 
other feat bat a piece of wood laid acrofs, which was faftened at both ends into the 
fides of the pirogue. My Negroes had each a paddle in their hands : thefe are fmall 
flatj boards, laid acrofs one another, and fixed to the end of a flick, which they make 
ufe of for rowing. The Negro at the prow was Handing, and beat the water behind 
him with his paddle : the other was feated, and fleered with his. As foon as we reached 
the oppofite ftiore, th^y drew the pirogue aground : this is the only way the people of 
the country have to fecure thel'e little velTels againft the waves, which would foon fill 
them with water ; whereas they cannot fo much as wet them, when they are far enough 
from the Chore. 

I was not long in crofting over, and immediately I diredted my ft»ps to the village of 
Sor.. 'I here I inet with a very good reception, according to cuftom; and I defired 
th^^ would fliew me the propereft places for courfing. That very day I had difmifled my 
interpreter} becaufe 1 had acquired a fufficient fmattering in the language of the country, to 
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be able to underftand all that the Negroes faid to me, and to explain my mihd to them . ' 
They carried me to a particular fpot, where T faw a herd of antelopes ; but I laid afide 
all thoughts of fport, as foon as I perceived a tree of a prodigious thicknefs, which 
drew my whole attention. This wavS a oalabafh-tree *, which the Jalotles call in 
their language. There was nothing extraordinary in its height; for it was only about 
fixty feet ; but its trunk was of a prodigious thicknefs. I extended my arms, as wide 
as poflibly I could, thirtctii times, before I ciubraccd its circumference ; and for greater 
exaftnefs, I meafured it alijrwards round with packthread, and found it to be fixty. 
five feet: confequently the diameter was near twenty-twb. Ido not believe that the 
like was ever feen in any other p;irt of die world; ; .d I am perfuaded, that if our 
ancient voyagers had been acquainted with this tree, they would have added feme fur- 
prifingi circumflanccs to its defeription. It is very extraordinary, that flu tree fhould 
have been entirely forgot by thofe who have given us the hillory of Senegal ; efpecially 
as there is hardly any other fo common in the rouniry. Out of the trunk I have been 
deferibing, of tw'cnty-two feet in diameter, and from eight to twelve feet high, there 
ilTued forth fcvcral bnuiches, fome of which extended theinfelves horizontally, fo that 
the ends of them reached the ground : thefe being the largeif, were from forty-five to 
fifty-five feet in length. Each of thofe branches would have made one of the largelt 
trees in Europe; in fiiort, the whole of this calabafiitrcq feemed to forma foreft of 
itftlf. This was not all : the Negro, my guide, led me to a fecoiid, which was fixty 
three feet in circumference, that is, one and twenty in diameter ; and one of its roots, 
which had been for the tnofl part laid bare by a neighbouring river, was a hundred and 
ten feet in length, without reckoning the part that lay hid under the water, and which 
I could not uncover. I’hc fame Negro fiiewcd me a third, not very far from thence ; 
and moreover added, that without going out of the ifland, I might fee a great many 
more, not at all inferior to thofe in magnitude. My furprize was then at an end ; and 
fatisfied with feeing three, I got rea'’v for the chace. 

I was prevented from going farther by an eaflerly wind, which rofe all of a fudden 
with fuch iury, that it feemed as if it would tear up the trees by the root. Thefe gufts 
of wind are generally forerunners of rain ; and this brought a thick cloud along w'ith 
it, which built immediately. The village was at fome diftance, fo that there were no- 
hopes of reaching it time enough. My Negroes feeing there was no place of (helter 
for them, threw oil' their paans^ and plunged into a little river which paffed clofe by 
the Ipot. This is their cullom, whenever they are caught in a ftorm, to jump into the 
water, rather than run the rilk of being wet by the rain, dreading its bad eftecls. For 
my part, having neither time nor inclination to follow them, I retired under one of 
largeft calabalh-trces then in fight, reckoning I fliould be as fafe *:here as under the 
roof of a houfe. The rain poured down with fuch violence, that it feemed as if heaven 
and earth were coming together ; every drop that fell, expanded itfelf a whole hand’s 
breadth on the ground. I felt nothing of the firft efforts of this florin : but a few mi- 
nutes after, when the tree came to be well foaked, I was overwhelmed by the , water 
that gullied out of its branches ; and their different finuations formed fo many beds, 
from whence ruflicd forth whole torrents, which uniting on the vaft furface of the 
trunk, difeharged theinfelves from thence like a river. *'lhe reader may eafily 
imagine, I could have no fine time of it, to flay under this tree ; I therefore got 
away from thence as quick as poflible, and flood in the open field, where I did 
not fare much Jjetter : for I was expofed to the whole ‘rioleace of the ftorm, 
‘which lafted a full hour, and at my return to the ifland of Senegal, I was informed, 
that there fell two inches three lines of water. 


• Baliobab. P. Alp. vol. ii. p, 37. 
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\ The river 'Niger being arrived at its higheft increafe, overflowed all the country rouni 
the ifland of Senegal, fo as to render it impaflable. Being therefore obliged to reliU'* 
quilh my walks, I faw but one way to employ the long interval of lifne that the inun- 
ction was to laft ; and this was, to go over to a country not fubje£t to be overflown. 
A veflel was ready to fail for Goree, a fmall ifland, diilant about thirty-five fea 
leagues, fouth-fouth-eaft from the ifland of Senegal, and very near Gape Verd. I 
thought I could do nothing better than to embrace fo favourably an opportunity ; 
and therefore I embarked. We put to fea the 27th of Augufl, with the wind to 
the weftward, and not all favourable ; but a fudden florm * burfling upoji us one 
night, with a terrible eaft wind, drove us with fuch violence, that only putting 
right before the wind, without any fail at all, we made more way than wc had done 
for feven days before. During this fempeft wc law a light, which the mariners call the 
fire of St. Elme: it winded near a minute about the top of the mail, and the cxlrcniity 
of the weather.flag, and then it difperfed. The failors looked upon it as a lucky omen, 
which encouraged them to hope that the tempefl; was near at an end, and tliey were 
not deceived in their expeftarions, 'l ire wind fublided foon after, and the lea was 
reftored to its former tranquillity. 

The fourth of September, by break of day, we found ourfelves off Cape Verd : this 
to me was a new fight, who during four months that 1 had been at Senegal, had fecn 
no fuch thing as hills, and efpecially of ftonc. Soon after this, we cfpied tlie Magdalen 
iflands, and that morning wc call anchor in the bay of Gorcc. 'Ihis ifland conlills of 
a low narrow piece of land, and a fiuall but very ftcep mountain, the whole the fixih 
part ojF a league in length. Notwithllanding its confined extent, the lituatioii renders 
It a very agreeable place : towards the fouth you enjoy a prolpeft, terminated only by 
the fea; northward, you difeover at a dillance Cape V’^erd, and all the otlicr capes and 
neighbouring promontories. Though it is in the torrid zone, yet they brcallie a cool 
and temperate air almoll the whole year round : which i.s owing to the equalitv ol days 
and nights, and its being continually rcfrcflied by alternate breezes from the land and 
fea. M. de S. Jean, the direftor of this ifland, has embcllifhed it with h.vera! line 
buildings : he has Ilkewife fortified it, and is adding every day to the works ; io that it 
is now become impregnable f. By his diligence, feveral Irefli fjrrings have been dif- 
covered ; the gardens have been planted with excellent fruit-trees , Icvumes have been 
made to grow in great plenty ; in Ihort, by thefe different advantages, of a liiirdl barren 
ifland, he has made it a lafe and delightful refidence. I had been recommended to hini 
by M. de la Brue, his brother, direftor-general of the Settlement, and I could not but 
in confequcnce meet with every kind of encouragement. 

I'he rocks with which the ifland of Goree is furrounded, produce an infinite number 
of Ihtll and other fi/h, which amufed me for fome days ; after which 1 embarked, the 
1 3th of the fame month, on board a fruall veflel bound to Portudal, in order to trade 
for oxen and millet. I'his port, which the Negroes called Sa/i, is only nine leagues 
fouth of the ifle of Goree. I'he bar obliged us to anchor within half a league of the 
fliore, t'liat we might not be dallied to pieces. A pirogue landed me without any acci- 
dent. I found the foil fandy, but of amazing fertility, and ail covered with wood. 
'Hhc grewia afpecies oi,po!ygala, i\it rebreup 7 indLi\\cde 7 nboutlonn\, formed a kind 
of copfe, over which the monbins j|, or*hog-plum-trees, known by the name of fob in 
the language of that country, raife their heads, loaded with fruit. By its leaves, this 

* We give Ibis name to all ternpeftuous gufti of \vln>l, accompanied with rain, thwidcr, and lightning ; 
and we make ufe of the ward dry Jlorm, to dilliiiguilh thofc gulls that arc without rain. 

f Commwdore Kepplit has lately demonftrated oar author’s mittakc. ^ Trees unknown to Europe. 

U MoqiBin arbsr foliis fraxini, fruclu hiico racemofo. /’/wot. xm /. 44. 
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has fomething of the appearance of an afli-tree ; but it is foon known by its fruit, which 
in fize, {hape and colour, refemble the plums of St. Catherine : they were ripe at 
that rime ; and 1 ate fome of them, which had a fharp, aromatic and very agreeable tafte. 

I law alfo in thofe parts feveral fpinous lilk cotton-trees *, known to the inhabitants 
by the name of benten, and many other large trees. The Negroes had cut down a 
good deal of this wood to fow fields of fmall millet ; and it was then almoft at its full 
maturity. 

All this fine country abt.unded with birds of the greatefl; beauty. The jay, which I 
mentioned already, was there in flocks : the brightnefs of its azure feathers, joined 
to the lively yellowneL of the birds called cardinal parrows, with which all the fields 
were covered, had an admirable elFed. Here was the only kindoffnail+ ever I 
obfer”ed in the whole country. I found it very frequently in an open meadow, full of 
rulla s and fea ambrcjfia : 1 fiiw even many of them alive, at the foot of the neighbour* 
ing trees, where they were enjoying the lhade. It is a thing worthy of obfervation, and 
whi( h doubtlefs will appear f'urprifing, that in fuch a vaft extent of wooded country, 
there fhould be but one fort of fnail, while we meet with fo great a variety in 
temperate climates. 

'I'he French have never a laftory at Portudal ; but when they go to trade there, they 
land at the Alkcr^t, or the governor of the village, who owns a great number of cot- 
tages. He appointet! one lor me, where 1 took up my quarters. One night when I was 
fail afleep, I w.is wakened by a horrid flirieking, which threw the whole village into an up- 
roar. immediately 1 inquiied what was the matter ; and was told, that they were bewail- 
ing the death of a yx'ung woman, who had been bit about four leagues oil by a ferpent, 
and died of the poifon in lefs than two hours; and that her body had been juft now 
removed to her cottage. 'I'lio firft Ihriek was made, according to cuftom, by one of 
the female relations of the deccaled, before her door, which was very near to mine. At 
thisfignal, all the women in the vii’.»ge came out, and fetting up a moll terrible howl, 
they flocked about the place from whence the firft noife had ill'ued. One would have 
itnagintd that they were all related to the deceafed, lo greatly did they feem to grieve 
and mourn ; and, undoubtedly, this would have been a llrong proof of their concern, 
if thofe lamentations had come from the bottom of their hearts : but they were no more 
than outw ard lliow, and merely the efie£t of national cullom. This fliocking noife laftedl 
fome hours, that is, till break of day : then the relations of the deceafed, coming into 
the cottage, took hold of lier hand, and alkcd her feveral queltions, which were followed 
by offers of fervice : but finding that fire made them no anfwer, they withdrew, faying : 
Alas ! Ihc is dead. Her friends did the fame ; afterwards they conveyed her body into 
the ground ; and on each fide they put an earthen pot, one full of water, and the other 
of coufcom : this without doubt was iniended for lier nourifhmcnt, in cafe fire fhould 
once more take it into her head to eat or to drink. When the burial was over, the cries 
and lamentations ceafed. Thus ended the lugubrious ceremony : their thoughts were 
now turned towards making an entertainment In honour of the deceafed ; and thai lame 
evening tliey had a folgar, or a dance, which they continued for three nights fuccef- 
fively ; it was conduded in this manner : « . * 

Ail the young people of the village gathered toj^ther in a large area, in the middle 
of which they had lighted a great fire. 'Ihe fpedators fortacd a long fquare, at both 
ends of which the dancers were ranged in two oppofite lines, t,he men on one fide, the 
women on the other. 'I'kere were two tabors to regulate the dance ; and as foon as 


• Ceyba viticis folio, caiidice aculeate. Plum gen.p 42. 

•j- See the natural hiftory of univalve Jbells, kind 5th } the fnail, plate J, fig. 1. Kamhul. 
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they had beat a march, the performers began a fong, the burden of which was repeated 
by all the fpeftators. At the fame time a dancer ftepping forth from each line, ad- 
vanced towards the oppofite pcrfon that pleafed him moft, to the diftance of two or 
three feet, and prefently drew back in cadence, till the found of the tabor ferved as a 
fignal for them to come clofe, ami to (Irike their thighs againfl; each other, that is, 
man to woman, and woman to man : this done, they drew back once more, and foon 
after renewed the fame monkey tricks, diverfifying their movements as often as the 
tabor direfted them, till at length they returned to their place. The other performers 
d.J the lame, each in their turn, but without a repetition ; then the two lines drew 
; ;e ir to one another, and acteil their part in the fame manner. 'I'hat thefe gelturcs are 
very immoded, is obvious; but the other movements, which are b.ardly perceived, 
unlefsone is u fed to them, nnili; be much more fo. 'J’he Negroes do not dance a llcp, 
but every member of thei) body, every joint, and even the head itfelt, exprcll'cth a 
different motion, always keeping time, let it be never fo quick. And it is in the exa« 5 l 
proportioning of this infinite number of motions, that the Negroes dexterity in dancing 
chietly conlifts : mme but ihofe that are as fupple as they, can poflibly imitate their 
agility. Notwithftanding the violence of this exercife, it lafled a good part of the night, 
during which they drank off feveral pots of a very llrong fort of beer made of millet. 
They began the fame feene the two nights following, and the third their entertain- 
ments ceafed. An European, on fuch an occalion, would have gone into mourning 
for fome months ; while the African feizes this opportunity to rejoice : fuch are the 
whimfical cuftoms of diflerent nations ; what produceth joy and plcaiurc to one, is a 
fubjeS; of grief to another. 

I had landed very eafily upon my arrival at Portuclal, becaufe th.c fea was gentle and 
calm : but at my return 1 was much embarraffed how to reach our velTcl ; as there 
was then a great fwell, and the agitation of the waves upon the bar rendered it very 
dangerous and difficult to get over. We ventured neverthclefs in a large re:, the 
agent for the company, a lew paflengers, and myfelf; who were prepared to empty 
the water as fait as it came in, with half calaballies. The boat was thus laden, when u 
wave drove on lliore, and lifted it off, with the affillance of four Negroes, all good fwiin- 
mers ; they pulhcdit forwards with their whole might, and leaped in as fait as the part 
where they were to row entered the water. We foon found ourfelves in a very high lea, 
when the waves fwclliug like a ridge of hills, drove againft the pirogue, and walhcd it 
all over. v. orked hard, and with great refolution, to etnpty it again ; and indeed 

we had enough ujion our hands, wdtile the Negroes rowed with all their might, to avoid 
the waves, which came rolling upfur them. Now ihc pirogue raifed its prow upon the 
back of a billow, while its tlcrri funk deep into the water : now it was I'upported as it 
were at both ends on the edge of two different waves : now only the middle of it was 
fufpended upon a rolling furge, fo that the extremities feemed to be poifed in the air. 
In this manner, apprehending every moment to be overfet and inevitably loft, we got 
over Ihe bar with great goi d fortune, and went on board the vcllel, which carried us 
to the Ille of Goree, where we arrived the 24th of September, about night-fall. 

Tw'o days after, M. de Saint Jean, intending to favour me with an excurfion to the 
Magdalen illands, diftant a league frgim Gorcc, fitted out a veffel on which I embarked 
along with him and forne officers of his department. Of thefe two illands only one is 
accefiiblc ; the other is a naked fteep rock, very high above the furface of the water, 
and all white with the ordure, which plungeons, gulls, and other fea-fowls, leave behind 
them. I'he chief Magdalen illand, though fmaU, might be inhabited, if it had but a 
harbor ; but it is acceffible only by a fmall creek, full of rocks, and generally tem- 
peftdoqs. This creek forms a kind of long canal, which terminates in a natural bafon 
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of an oval figure, hollowed in the rock, twelve feet deep, and twelve fathoms long, 
with tranfparent water, where one may bathe in fafety. The illand is only one con- 
tinned mountain, almoft round, and like that of Goree : it has alfo two finall fprings, 
which are dried up in the winter. The profpeft from thence is very beautiful and ex- 
tend ve, and the air extremely frefh : but it would not be worth while to ftay there for 
this alone. Its rocks ferve for a receptacle to an infinite number of ring-doves, natural* 
to that country, and which differ from thofe of Europe only in the fuperior delicacy and 
tafte of their flefh. 

Having already obfervcd that the Negroes are negli ’[ent and idle to cxcefs, I fliall 
give here another proof of it. M. de Saint Jean had caL^led fome potatoes to be planted 
in this ifland, in order to engage the neighbouring Negroes, who come hit^»ci very 
often, to continue and improve the culture of them, by which means they might fell 
them afterwards to the company. Accordingly, they came a few days before us, and 
carried away all the potatoes, without minding to plant the oflF-fets again, which we 
found lying upon the ground, dried up with the heat of the fun. 

The moll remarkable plants on this ifland, were the fame as thofe which I had obferved 
at Goree. Below I faw fevcral new fpccies oi fpermacocc and hclianthemoidcs, which the 
French call falade dc maiekts, that is, failor’s fallet, becaufe they eat the leaves of it 
like purflane, which it refembles in tafle. Higher up, there were corchorus's, or Jew’s 
mallows*, and a great deal of bindweed with cut leaves. The fummit of the mountain 
was covered with variety of fhrubs, fuch as palma Chrijli's, tapia'i\, and flinking caflia, 
among which there was great plenty of dracunculus\, as alfo of ornithogalum with gi«een 
leaves, and a very pretty fpecies of amaranthus ||. There were alfo fome calabafh trees 
from five to fix feet diameter ; they had all of them European names, with the letters 
cut very deep into the bark. Wc did not chufe to deviate from the cuflom, therefore 
each man cut his name. For my part, I was fatisfied with repairing two of them, 
which were old enough to deferve ll. trouble : one was dated the fifteenth, and the 
other the fixteenth century. The letters were about fix inches long ; but in breadth 
they occupied only a very fmall part of the circumference of the ti ank ; from whence 
I concluded they had not been cut w'hen thofe trees were young. However, thefe in- 
fcriplions are fufficient, I think, to determine pretty nearly the age which thefe calabafh 
trees may live to ; for, if we fuppofe, that thofe in queflion were cut in their early 
years, and that they grew fix feet in the fpace of two centuries, one may reckon how 
many centuries are requifite, for their fhooling up to five and twenty feet, which is 
the laft term of their growth. 

After fpending three days agreeably in herborizing on the ifland of Magdalen, and 
in obferving the beautiful fhells w'hich it produces, we returned to Goree, from whence 
I fet fail the 2 d of Oftober for the ifland of Senegal. Ten days was I detained at fea, 
by contrary winds at N. E. which would have made me extremely uncafy, hed they 
not aflbrded me an opportunity of making a very important obfervation. The 6t^ of 
the fame month, at half an hour pafl fix in the evening, wc were about fifty leagues 
from the coaft, when four fwallows came to take their right’s lodging in our veffel, 
and pitched upon the flirouds. 1 catched them all four with great cafe, and found them 
to be European fwallows. I'his lucky incident cbnfirraed me in the fufpidonT had 
formerly entertained, that thole birds eroded the fea to get into the torrid zone, as foon 

* Corchorus five melochia. J. B. 2. 982. 

I'apia arborea triphylla. Plum, gen, pag, 22^ In Engli Hi, The garlic pear-tree. 

j Arum polyphyllum ceylanicum, caulc fcabro, viridi dilute, maculis albicantibus f olato. Comm^^ ^prU 
Amft, W. i. tab* 52. 

il Amaranthuh verticillatus minor, Bengalcnfis fcrpylli foliis incalis. Pint* phytog, tah 10. fig. 3. 
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as the winter approached : and indeed I have obferved fmce, that they are never feen 
but at this time of the year at Senegal, along with quails, wagtails, kites and fome 
other birds of paflage, which go thither every year, when the cold drives them away 
from the temperate countries of Europe. Another faft not lefs worthy of remark is, 
that the fwallows do not build their nefts in Senegal as in Europe ; they lie every night, 
•two and two, or fingle, on the fea-fiiore, which they feem to like better than inland 
places. 

I was Hkewife amufed in this long paflage with loolting at the flying fiflies. It was 
then their feafon, and the fea was, in fome meafure, filled with them. In fizc they 
are equal to a gudgeon or a whiting : they have two fins almofl; as long as their whole 
body, which ferve them for wings to fly upon the water. The gold fifli and bonitoe 
are extremely greedy of the flying fifli, and at that time were in full purfuit of them ; 
fo that every minute you might fee little clouds of the latter rifmg above the water, and 
endeavouring to avoid their cruel enemies. As they balance themfelves in the air, 
merely by the humidity of their wings, their flight was very fliort ; a great many of 
thofc that had flown above the fliip, fell down again ; and we caught a confiderable 
number of them, without any further trouble. 1 ate fome, which 1 found very tender 
and well tailed. 

I arrived at Senegal the 1 2th of Oflober, when the trees, the fields anti the meadows, 
felt equally the efle^ls of the freflinefs of the feafon, occalionetl by ilie rain ; and the 
eye w'as delighted with an agreeable verdure, which had fuccceded a frightful drought. 
The rains were over : and as the bed of the Niger began to fall, the voyage to Podor 
feemed of courfe more pradicable. I could not llizc on a better opportunity for my 
refearches on the banks of that river ; and therefore I thought of taking a iVcond trip 
to that place. I knew that as the winds are felJom favourable at this feafon of the year, 
our voyage would not be very expeditious. Flattering myfelf therefore, with the hopes 
of great fuccefs in the obfervations 1 was about to make, I embarked the twenty-third 
of the fame month. It is common for the velfcls that undertake this voyage, to pro- 
vide themfelves v/ith w^ood over againll the point of the ifle J3il^.xhe, in a place that 
has fince retained the name of the Wood-illand, within a Ihort league of Senegal. 
Here we ftopt at a very agreeable fpot, where the vcflel entered with all cafe anrong 
the mangroves, and was fliaded with their verdant foliage." While we were taking in 
our wood, I went afliorc on the ifland, which by the inundation had been rendered one 
continued Hough or morafs. On each fide I fmelt a dellci<)us fragrancy, the caulc of 
which I could not divine, till advancing into the wood, I arrived half- knee deep in 
water, at a fpot which J faw ail covered with a kind of mufliroora, different from 
tjie iEgyptian. It was then in bloflbm, and diflufed, as I obferved before, a moll 
pleafing odour. 

From this place to the village of Maka, both banks of the Niger are fo covered with 
maif^groves, that it is impoflible to walk on foot. As we had no wind, the lapiots were 
obliged to hawl the vefl’el with a rope up to their waill in water, and fometimes deeper. 
At firll we advanced five or fix leagues a day, before we reached the Mulkctoe trading- 
place, becaufe the river runs almofl north and fouth, till it comes to tliat place, and 
the winds were not quite contrary f but from thence to Podor, it changes its diredlion 
from weft to eaft, and with a good deal of difficulty could we proceed three leagues a 
day. One time we were retarded by a fltoal ; another time the tretts along the banks 
hindered the bawling of the vefTel, and a good part of the day was fpent in towing it*. 

, To tow a veflcl, is to draw it by a rope fallencd to a tree, or to an anchor, which is let drop into the 
warfr. 

. As 



ADANSON’s voyage to SENEGAL, &C. 

As ihcfe ubfi;ru£t!ons afforded me time and opportunity to reconnoitre the country, I 
went on fforc mornin[T and evening, where I pierced my way through the woods, and 
tiaverfcd the rnoradcs and the fields, herborizing and courfing all the way; fo that I 
never returned cfnpty handed. In one place, a plant or an infedl, flopped me ; in 
another, foine extraordinary quadtuped, or ibrae bird decked with the moft beaurihil 
feathers ; every objeCl that ollcrtd if feU' to ;ay light, was new to me. 

A little above the Mulketoe trading-placv-, I began to fee crocodiles : when I fay I 
began to fee them, 1 mean by hundreds ; fo- there are feme towards the ifland of 
Senegal. But this I'pot fceins to be their general rende; oils, even of the very largeft : 
for I have beheld lomc that were from fifreen to ei ... .teen feet long ; and I do not 
know that there are any above this fizc. There we* e upwards of two 'nir ’red, »vhich 
appeared all at the fame time above water. As the vefiel pafl'ed that way, they were 
frightened, and immediately piunged their heads into the river, but role again very 
foon to take breath, becaufe they cannot keep more tlian a few minutes under water. 
When they fwim on the furface, you' fee only the upper part of their head, and a 
fmall part of the back ; at which time they bear not the Icafl refemblartce to live crea- 
tures ; but one would take them for the trunks of trees floating on the river. In this 
attitude, which leaves them the ufc of their eyes, they fee what pafles on both banks ; 
and as Ibon as they perceive any animal coming to drink, they plunge under water, and 
fwim up to it with the p;reatcfl expedition ; then feizing it by the leg, they drag it into 
the llream, where it is loon drowned, and then they devour it. ' 

We had not yet advance’d five and twenty leagues the 30th October. That morning 
I efpied a very bcaiuitiil ])Iain to the left of the river Niger, oppoiite the village of 
Candor; plcafed with the profpecl:, I wont a-Ihore, but foon had reafon to repent it. 
After having walked about an hour, I found the jirdfage flopped uj) by the marigot of 
Ouafoul, V, hich was rlien very confideval'le. 'J'he river makes an elbow a little above 
tliis fpot. 'I'he Ihip’s conij)any liiKi''\. lie wind favourable, had gained above a league 
upon me, and hntl ’'O thoughts of waiting, not knowing the perplexity I was under; 
and yet I was obliged fo come up with them, i, had taken with .uj only a Negroe of 
Hanliara, wlio had olfered his lervice on the occafion : for it is not to be imagined 
wliat difliculty 1 had to prevail on any of thoie, who had once made an excurfion with 
me to attend me again : they were but too fenfible of the rilks 1 ran ; and they did not 
receive pleafurc enough to like a fhare of my toils. 

With my Banbara I advanced about lialf a league through a morafs, formed by an 
inundation of the waters of the marigot on thofe low lands, from whence I extricated 
myfclf with difliculty, wading up to my knees in water, and meeting every minute with 
prodigious large ferpents, elpecially of that Ijaecies whofe bodies are lurprizingly thick, 
in coniparilbn to their length. 1 avoided thofe animals as foon as I cfjiied them ; but 
my Negroe heartened me, by aflirming they were not noxious. I fliot one veiy near 
me, that was alnioll a foot in diameter, and eight and a half in length. The Negjoe 
threw it over his fhoulder, reckoning to feafl upon it with his comrades. 

When 1 had advanced a few flops towards the bed of the marigot, I entered, though P 
had my clothes on, into the water up to my waifl ; but 1 did not ixireto go further, as I 
might have met with fome hole, which would have embarraffed me greatly. I there- 
fore fent my Negroe to found the bottom ; and in the mean u hik’ I got upon a tree, in 
order to avoid the ^p’pentsrand the water, which began to fatigue me. After founding 
three difterent places, he was of opinion he could carry aie over a particular fpot, 
wlicre the water came up only to his nollrils, when he flood on tip-tcc. Th^ fa’Iow 
was tall, being fix feet fome inches. 1 mounted upon his (houlders, with my guh 'jin 
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my hand, a few birds, and a bundle of plants. He was foon in the water up to hit 
neck ; and I was not without fome apprehenfion, when I faw niyfelf defcend gradually 
up to my waift : however, 1 refigned myfelf to his Ikilful guidance, or rather to my 
own good fortune, and I let him do as he pleafed. He waded through the middle of 
the maript with amazing refolution, without being in the leaft daunted, though he was 
obliged to fwallow three large gulps of water, which for fome time took away his 
breath. As foon as I efcaped this danger, I cfpied a plant of very extraordinary beauty, 
floating on the water : this was a cadelari*, with foft ftlver leaves. That moment I 
forgot every other objed, and though my Banbara was ftill up to his chin in water, I 
ventured to pluck the charming plant. Thus I efcaped very luckily out of the viarigot 
of Ouafoul, which at that time was very near a hundred and twenty fathoms broad, 
that is, about twice the breadth of the Seine at Pont Royal j and I overtook the veflel 
before noon. 

That very evening, doubting whether I (hould be able to find my way on the fide of 
the river, where I had run luch a rifk in the morning, I landed on the oppofite bank, 
but was not more fortunate. Every now and then I met with forelts of reeds from ten 
to twelve feet high, which tried my patience to the full, when I was obliged to go 
through them. I'here was no fort of path ; and in many places the reeds flood I'o 
thick, as to deprive me, in a manner, from feeing either flcy or land. 

The following days I fpent more agreeably ; we arrived in thofe parts, where the 
hippopotami or fea horfes, are very common. This is the largell of all amphibious 
animals, and is to be found no where but in the African rivers, in frefh water : and 
one thing worthy of obfervation is, that it has been never feen any where elfe but in 
this part of the world, to which it feems particularly to belong. It is commonly drawn 
in the figure of an ox, which indeed is the animal it refembles moll ; but its legs are 
much fliorter, and its head is monllrous large. In regard to its fize, the fea horfe may 
take precedency after the elephant and the rhinoceros. Its jaws are armed with four 
large tufks, wlieiewith it loofens the roots of trees, on which it feeds. It cannot abide 
long under water, for want of refpiration ; which obliges it to carry its head now and 
then above the furface, in the fame manner as the crocodile. It neighs much in the 
fame manner as a horfe, but with fuch vehemence, that it may be heard very diflinflly 
a quarter of a league olf. 

In this very neighbourhood, befides the fea horfe there is a fecond fpecies of croco- 
dile, not at all inferior to the other in dimenfions. It is diftinguilhed by its colour, 
which is black ; and by its jaws, which are a great deal longer than the others ; it is 
alfo more carnivorous, and is even faid to be greedy after human llclh. 

The velTel fimietimes plied on one, and fijmetirnes on the other bank of the river, 
which were all along bordered with l';rubs, commonly of willows, or felbans, covered 
with bind-weclls, or d<;'g’s bane, of fcveral kinds, which after creeping round their 
branches, hung their iprigs, loaded wit!) flowers of various colours. At the foot of 
thele fl)rubs waved the pcrficaria, aiio iu flower. Thus I failed along a charming mea- 
dow, on w'hich were feeding a multitude of grafs-hoppers, whole beautiful green, 
variegated wifh ihe L^eliell red, had an admirable effett. Further on, the palmettos 
reared their lofty heads above the fcmcliersf and acacia s, which overfpread the reft of 
the ground. In fliort. nothing could be more beautiful than the profped with which 
my eye was refrefhed, the (pace of fifteen leagues and upwards,^om the defert to 
the village of Bokol. And indeed this would be the moft agreeable river in the world, 

Cadelari. Hort. Mai, part, 10. J>ag, 15JJ, tab. )?8. f A fpecics of bauhinia not deferibed. 
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were it not from the continual apprehenfion from the crocodiles, and fometimes from 
the fea horfes with which it abounds. 

The above-mentioned palmetto is what the Negroes call ronn*, a name which the 
French have been pleafed to change into that of rondier. Its trunk is very large and 
ftraight, like a column from fifty to fixty feet high, from the upper end whereof iffues 
forth a bundle of leaves, which, in turning off, form a round head : each leaf repre- 
fents a fan of five or fix feet in expanfion, fupported by a tail of the fame length. Of 
thefe tress fome produce male flowers, which are barren : others, called female, are 
loaded with fruit, which fuccced each other uninterruptedly, almofl: the whole year 
round. They brought me fsvcral of the bignefs of a ordinary melon, but fomewhat 
rounder. They were invelopcd in two Ikins as tough as leather, and thick ^ ftrong 
parchment ; witliin-fide the fruit was yellowifli, and full of filaments, faltcned to three 
large kernels in the middle. The Negroes are very fond of this fruit : when it is 
baked under the alhes, it taftes very much like a quince ; it has a pretty ftrong feent, 
but extremely agreeable. 

The Niger willow is diflerent from the European. It has the trunk and the weak- 
nefs of the ofier ; but its leaves are very fhort, and made round at the ends. The 
Negroes give it the name of kdclc ; of all the trees in the country, it is one of the 
moil lefpeded ; its younger branches pafs into the hands of the ladies, who make 
pick-tooths of them ; and for want of thefe, which leave a little bitternefs in the mouth, 
they ufe the branches of fome other fine feented trees. Thefe different forts of pick- 
tooths are called fokiou. 

1 faw every day fo great a number of elephants all along the banks of the river, that 
the light was no longer a furprixe to me. I'he fifth of November, as I was walking 
in the woods over againft the village ofDagana, I perceived a number of their footfteps 
very frelli. I traced them clofe almoft two leagues, and at length I difeovered five of 
thofe animals, three of which wer< •■ eltering in their filth like fwine, and the fourth 
was Handing up 'vith its little one, eating the ends of the branches of an acacia, which 
it had hut juft broke. Bv comparing the height of the tree ag-.inO which this elephant 
flood, 1 judged that it was at leaft eleven or twelve feet, from the foie of its foot to 
the buttocks ; its tulks jirojefted the length of near three feet. Though thofe animals 
did not appear to be aftccled at feeing me, yet 1 thought it advifable to retire. Con- 
tinuing my journey, I foiiiKl very ftrong impreflions of their footfteps, which I mea- 
furctl, and they were near a Foot and a half diameter. Their dung was a good deal 
like that of a hoi Ic. and form-.ti balls I'evcn or eight inches thick. 

The- next day I had an infinite plcafurc in vifiting the beautiful fields on the fide of 
Bokol. Firit of all I walked under trees full of green monkeys, who!'.; gambols were very 
diverting. Next 1 came to a place abounding with game, wheie I liad excellent fpdrt. 
From thence 1 entered into a little thicket near a morals, which drew' whole flocks of 
Guinea-licns. While I was lying in amhulh on this fpot, 1 efpied one of thofe enor- 
mous wild boars, peculiar to Africa, and of which I do not remember, that any '.fitural 
hifb rian has made mention- Me was coming full drive at me, and w'ould have certainly 
ovi 1 1 ken me if 1 had not warned him, as it were, to diredb Ips fteps another way, by 
the noife 1 made in taking aim at him. He was bl-\ck like our European’wild boars, but 
a vi.il deal larger, lie had tour great tulks, the two uppermoit ot which were bent into a 
fciiiicircle towar^ the forehead, where tiicy rcfemblcd the horns worn by other animals. 

The nearer 1 drew to Podor, the more 1 was expofed to danger, becaule the lianks 
of the Niger are more lonefoiiie, tipecially that towards the north. Yet neither tiie 
dangers 1 was expofed to from wild beafts, nor the toil of courfiug iu the \-tood 3 , 

* Cariti-pana. Hwl, Maiab, vol. u p, ii, tetb. 9. 
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' which are rendered inaccefllble by thorns ; nor tlie fultry heats of the eaft wind, that 
obliged me every inflaiit to have recourfe to the river waters, in order to quench my 
violent ihirll ; none of all thefe inconveniences deterred me ; nothing was capable of 
cooling my courage. I had an amazing good ftatc of health ; and this bore me up 
in the midft of io many perils and toils, under which a great many would have funk. 

The feventh of November there happened to me an adventure, far more oitical and 
more terrifying than any 1 had hitherto met with. I ufed alternately to walk on either 
bank of the river, but that day 1 happened to be on the north fide. I walked and 
courftd in a defert country, that had never been cultivated, over-run with winn!, as 
ancient as the country iilelf, and the thicknefs of which, independently of the wihl 
beafhs that lurk there, ought naturally to have filled me with horror. In'fpite of tlie 
dangers and inconveniencies infcparable from this kind of fport, my curiofiiy led me 
into the thickcll parts of the wood, invited by the animals, plants, and birds, of which 
there was prodigious plenty. 'I'lie negroe, whom 1 had taken with me as a com- 
panion, lollo'.ved me at a great di.fiaucc. It was now noon-day, and 1 had fcarcely loaded 
my piece, alter ktlhng two loucans, when I beheld a tiger at a little dtllancc. He hud 
not as yet efyied me, lor there was a tree between us ; but he walked wi»h a very 
How pace, his head inclining towards the ground. Inltantly I clapped a ball into my 
piece, in order to take aim oi him behind a tree, and in my left hand 1 held a hancec. 
Hearing thefe motions, the tiger turned quickly toward.s where I was, and darteil his 
angry eyes at me. 'I'liough I vas not twelve feet diliant iroin liim, Hill I thought it 
imprudent to fire, bcc.aqfe I was alone, and lliould have run a very great rii'k, it 1 did 
not lay him dead upon the fpot. 1 therefore tooli the rcfolntion, which feemed to me 
the molt prudent on the like uccafion : this was lldl lu ketp lull aim at him, with one 
knee bent for greater fecurily, and to beat (he grciind with the other loot without 
appearing difmayed, in order to determine him to juirfue his way. 'I'liis he did in an 
inllant ; and taking fuch a leap, as I never beheld in my life, lie freed me from the 
uneafinefs into which his ddagrecable prdence hail thrown me. 

That very inf!;.* it I quitted the wood, to draw near the river-fide, where my neg^roc 
did not come to me till an hour after. We waited a long time lor the vcifel witliotii 
hearing any tidings of it ; we likewile went on a little further ; but all to im purpfd'c. 
We hud h.it it above tw o leag;ues behind us, and there w as no probability of its arriv il 
betore fun-let. It was lour o’clock in the afternoon ; and from fi.v: in the morning 
th.at I had been roiling, 1 had tailed nothing but water, ot which 1 had drank a great 
quantity, to temper tlie heats I felt from the fcorching rays oi the fun. Being now 
ojiprcfied with hunger, as well as my negroe, I detennined to dine after the l';iva;',c 
fuiiiion. All the requifites were at hand. I hail killed in my walks more game than 
foiTi- hungry men could devour at one meal. My negroe was not cnilauralfcd to 
roall it : lie rubbed two Hicks together, wliich took fire in an inftant ; then he made 
a Wooden fjfr, and ganiifned it with vx toucan^ two partridges, and two Guinea-hens. 
As ilon as 1 had dined, which 1 may be faid to have done with more frugality and 
lefs ceremony tlran the negroes thcmfelves ; I thought I could do no greater fervice 
to niyi'cli, and to every I'l-eiichman that Ihould happen herealter to walk in this dan- 
gerous neighbourhood, flian to let fye to the wood, in the inamuv pradlifed by the 
negroes. l)uriij[; the (pace oi two hours that 1 ftaid. there, I threw' in fuel fulHcicnt 
to .fpread tlie ccnllagnaion for feveral leagues through this vail dclert^ which extends 
from the village called. Ndointumangas as far as Podor, for a fpacc of above tw'enty 
leagues ; it is lo queutnl but very rarely by the Moors, who encamp in fome places, 
wliich they picvioutly let on fire. At feven in the even, the long wilhed-for veflel 
arrived } when 1 went on board w'ith great fatisfadlion, by the blaze of the bonfire : 
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eight days , afterwards I heard, that it was ftill burning, and had laid the country open 
for feveral leagues. 

The eighth we arrived at Lamnai, a frnall ifland, which very juftly mi^ht be called 
the ifland of birds : it lies very low, and is not two hundred fathoms in length. The 
trees were covered with fuch a prodigious number of cormorants and herons of every 
kind, that the lapiois, in going up a rivulet, filled a boat, in lefs than half an hour, 
as well with the young onet, which they took either with their hands, or knocked 
down with fticks ; as with the old ones, of which every fliot brought down feveral dozens. 

In this ifland I found a plant, which 1 had not ye' feen j it is well known by the 
name of the of Egypt, that furprizing plant, which is faid to move m the 
waters of the Nile, feeking for nutrition in the fame manner as animal Surely this 
is a made ilory, or perhaps the loofe deferiptions which travellers have given of it, have 
been intcr[)rctcd in a wrong fenfe. I'he J/ratiote of the Niger is tlie fame as that of 
the Nile, of which we have a figure in Profper Alpinus *, and hi the garden of Mala- 
bar t : and its roots are fo deeply fixed in the earth, that it is with difficulty they can 
be plucked up. What has given rife to this error is, that the above-mentioned plant 
produces fmall tufts of leaves, at a very great diflancc from each other, and fupported 
by a flem, which, after floating on the water, lofes idelt infenfibly in the earth ; much 
in the lame manner as the potamogeions , the nyinpboidcs, and even the leaves of the «<?- 
m/far, or water-liliy. 

Being fo near to Podor, which wc deferied from afar, over the low. lands, I began 
the more ardently to wifli for the happy hour of landing, as the veiTcl hardly advanced 
above three or four leagues a day. At length this hour came ihe tenth of Novem- 
ber ; and the nineteenth day put a period to this tedious and laborious voyage, which 
1 had performed in the hotteft month of the year. 'I'he thermometer could not be 
expofed with any fafety, except i;; ■ • fliips cabin; where it marked by twelve at 
noon from .)o to r degrees. This cabin was fo greatly warmed by the fun, that 
even in the night-time it Ifill preferved from 30 to 32 degrees ' T h -at : it was like a 
Hove, or rather a fiery furnace ; the pitch and tar were melted to fuch a degree, as to 
pafs through all the joints of the veflel. In fliorr, the heat I endured in this voyage, 
was I'uch, that I do not think it can poiTibly be more violent in any other part of the 
world. : hence I am not at all l urprized, that molt of the French, who are ne'ar two months 
in performing the tmyage of Oalam | in July and Augull, flioukl feldom get there 
widiout being feized with burning fevers. And thcrclorc it is that thole, whom ex- 
perience or a thorough knowledge of the country has rendered more prudent, do not 
fail to embark in the month of .lune, as loon as the waters are Id;.''’ enough. Then 
they have a great deal Ids to fuller from the inremperatenefs of ihe rainy fcatbn, aiM. 
of the heats, which increafe daily from the month of June to November ; fo that they 
would never be able to bear them, were they to fet out in September or October. 

Another inconveniency of the voyage to Podor or Galam. in the month of Oel foer, 
is owing to the niufketocs and bee's. I have cllewhere mentioned how troublefome the 
former are : but the latter are flill more fo. Every day toward.s^ twelve o’clock, 1 was 
hire of being vifited by one, two, and fomctimc.% more fwarms, which made their 
entrance into the cabbiii, atiraded, in all probability, by tin pi aetrating and refinous 
fntell of the pitch and tar. Such tormenting vilitors obliged me to quit the veffel, 
‘and to feek for peace on Ihore. 

■* Hay alcm cl mnovi, id eft, ftraliotes. Prnff>. Alp. Arlgypt. v. 2. p. $1. ' . 

f Kadtla-pail. Ilort, Jllal voh il.p. 3a. tal>. 63. 

t Galam is upward* of 700 miles above the mouth .#f the River, and tlie principal pi. cc of traJe for gold,. 
Oaves, Ikc. 
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The fame thing happened to me at Podor in November and December. It is very 
likely, that during thofe three months the fwarms quit their old hives to build new 
ones : for at that time, you frequently meet with very confulcnible heaps of them. 
One day I faw the roof of a houfe, the furface of which was fixteen fquare feet, 
covered with a lay or bed, four lingers thick, of bees heaped up in this manner. 
This is an evident proof of the prodigious number of thofe infce^ls. They lodge every 
where, but more particularly in the trunks of trees made hollow by time. This year 
they had three hives at our fettlement at Podor ; one betwceit the fliuttcrs and the 
window of the room on the firfl: floor : the other on the ground floor, in a fmall prefs 
full of old iron, a leaf of which was opened every day ; and it flood at the bottom 
of a very dark warehoufe : the third was in the ceiling of another warchoufe, jufl 
behind the door. With difficulty could we drive away tliofc infefts, even in the night 
and with the help of fire : they know how to diflinguilh in the dark thofe who molefl 
them, and they Ihew their revenge by moft pungent flings. 

Thefe bees differ from thofe of Europe only in fize. I here is this fingularity in 
their honey, that it never acquires a confiflency like ours ; but is always liquid and 
like a brown fyrup. We may affirm, it is infinitely fuperior, both in delicacy and 
tafle, to the befl honey collccled in the fouthern parts of Prance. 

The country about Podor had now a very different face from what it wore at the 
lime of my firfl voyage. Inflead of a dry barren plain, I beheld an agreeable cham- 
paign, interfecled with morafles, where rice grew naturally without being town. The 
higher grounds were covered with millet ; and there alfo the indigo and cotton plants 
difplayed a mofl lovely verdure. Almofl all the aquatic plants of warm climates, 
paffed in review before me : 1 obferved the watcr-lilly *, two forts of poniederia t, the 
jujftads J, the lemmas and the pongati §, of the garden of Malabar. I likewife met with 
feveral fpecies of aldma^ bindweed, nenuphar, ulriculaire, hottonia ||, adhaloda, befides 
a great multitude of cyperufes, or galingales, and other, moflly unknown, plants. 

My curiofity was not confined to the adjacent fields ; it extended alfo to the woods 
and marigois two leagues all round. There I found many new fpecies of trees and 
birds of exquifite beauty. But of all the extraordinary things 1 obferved, nothing 
ftruck me more than certain eminencies, which, by their height and regularity, made 
me take them at a diflance, for an affemblage of Negroes huts, or a confiderablc vil- 
lage : and yet they were only the nefls of certain infects. They arc round pyramids, 
from eight to ten feet high, upon nearly the fame bafe, with a fmooth furface of rich 
clay, excfcffively hard and well built. The infide is a labyrinth of little galleries, in- 
terwoven one with the otlier, and anfwering to a fmall opening, which gives ingrefs 
and regrefs to the infe£ls that inhabit it. They are called vag-vagues ; and perhaps 
are the fame as thofe which go by the name of wood-lice and white ants in America 
and the Eafl Indies. They are fhaped like the common ants ; but their members are 
notifo diftimfl. Their body, befides being of a dirty white, is alfo much fofter, fuller, 
and as it were, of an unftuous nature. Thefe creatures multiply prodigioufly ; and 
when they want to make a lodgment, they attack fome dead trunk of a tree, into which 
they quickly 'eat their Vay. 

In my two voyages I had carefufly drawn a plan of the river Niger, from its mouth 
to Podor : fo that there remained only for me, to know the latitude of this place. 
The difiference I found between my plan, and that of the ancient and modem charts, 

* Nynaphjea Indfcu minor lae vis. Rumph. Herh. yJmh, v, 6. p. 167. tab, ^2, Jig. 3, 

f Pontederia floriltns umboMatit:. Lin. Jl. Zeyl, 129. % New fpecies. 

f Pongati. //c^rZ. Makb. v. M.p. 47. tab. 24. 

II Holtonia flore folitario, cx folioruni alis pruvenientc. Burm. Th, Z,eyU pag* xai# tab, 55 * fs* 
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made me fufpeft that the latitude had not been rightly determined ; If It be true that 
they worked upon it at all. In order to be certain, I fixed, with the requifite pre- 
cautions, a gnomon eight feet one inch and a line in height, upon a platform, reduced 
to a very exaft level. During the month of November and part of December, I ob- 
ferved thereon dilFerent points of the fun's Ihadow, which by calculation gave me its 
height. Thence I concluded Podor to be i6 degrees 44'- minutes north latitude, ac- 
cording to the account I tranfmitted at that time to M. Le Monnier, who was pleufed 
to communicate it to the academy of fcicnccs *. Tliis obfervation is of fome importance, 
fince it correds an error of above 15 minutes, by which, all other maps place Podor 
too far north ; and it greatly diminiHres the length of ins river, whofe diredion has 
been alfo wrong laid down by moll geographers. Thus, befides the advantage T ' .,aped 
from my fecond voyage to Podor, in informing myfelf of the natural hillory of tl)e 
country ; it likewife enabled me to verify and corred an effential point of geography, 
with regard to the courfe of the Niger, of which we know but a very fraall part 
as yet. 

In failing down this river, the winds were as favourable to us as they had been ad- 
verfe in afeending. I left Podor the 17th of December, and arrived the 21ft at the 
ifland of Senegal ; fo that I was only five days in my retvirn, whereas I had been nine- 
teen in going to Podor. As the waters decreafed, they left on the banks of the river 
a flime, which the Negroes know how to make the mod of ; for they had fown every 
part of il with large millet, tobacco, and feveral Ibrts of French beans. 

I did not ftay long upon the ifland of Senegal ; for 1 left it the nth of January the 
enfuing year, to return a fecond time to the ifland of Goree, where I arrived the 1 5th, 
From the»ce I was to make the voyage of Gambia, with Mefl*. de la Brue and de 
Saint Jean ; one the direftor of the fettlement of Senegal, the other of the ifle of Goree. 
They were going to reftore the French faftory of Albreda, fituate upon this river, 
within fix or feven leagues of its mov and about fifty from the ifle of Goree. Three 
veffcls fet fail together the loth of February, and entered the river Gambia the 20th. 
Its mouth does not begin, properly fpeaking, till you are at tlie point of the bar ; 
though ift bed advances a good way into the fea, by means of the land banks or flats 
betwixt the Ifland of Birds and Cape St. Mary. The cape is a high land, wMch you 
leave upon your right. From the point of the bar to the faftory of Albreda, the river 
has a very unequal breadth j in fome places it is a league over, and a little more in 
others. Its banks are very high, and bordered on both fides with tall trees, which 
plainly fliew the goodnefs of the foil. 

We call anchor over againfl; the fafliory, and ftaid a few days in the road, without 
going afliore. There we lived very well : the negroes brought us plenty of excellent 
filh, as thornbacks, foies, monftrous large rock fifh and a great many irec-oy/lers j*, 
which abound in that river. Here they have every thing requifite for their fufienance. 
The banks of the river being lined with mangroves, they fatten to the roots thereof : 
and the fea water never lofeth its faltnefe in this fpot. What is very extraordiniry, 
every where elfe, oyfters are. loofened from rocks ; here they are gathered upon trees ! 
At low water, they are left bare, and feen lianging at their root?. This is what made 
fome voyagers, who had feen the like in America, affirm, that they perched.^ upon trees. 
The Negroes have not fo much difficulty as one would imagine, in gathering them ; 
they need only to cut olF the branch, to which the oyfters are fattened. A fimgle root 

’ * This obrervation was printed in the fecond volume of the memoirs profented to llie ^Veademy by divers 
learned men, pag. 6uj. 

J See the natural Lftory of bivalvous Ihells. Species i. oxfters, piae 14. fg, l. 
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bears fometimes upwards of two hundred ; and if it has feveral branches, it forms z 
duller which one man woitld find difficult to carry. The Ihells of thefe oyllers differ 
from thofe of Europe, being longer, narrower and thinner ; but as to the delicacy amd 
relifli of the meat, connoiffeurs know no difference. 

In this voyage I was witnefs myfcif, for the firft time, to the mifchief done by locufts, 
that fcourge, fo dreadful to hot climates. The third, day after our arrival we were 
ftill in the road ; when there fuddenly arofe over our heads, towards eight o'clock in 
the morning, a thick cloud, w'hich darkened the air and deprived us of the rays of 
the, fun. Every body was furprized at fo fudden a change in the Iky, which is feldom 
overcall in this feafon : but we foon found that it was owing to a cloud of loculls, 
railed about twenty or thirty fathoms from the ground, and covering an extent of 
feveral leagues, upon w'^hich it poured a Ihowcr of thofe infe^ls, which fell to devour- 
ing while they relied themfclves, and then refumed their flight. This cloud was brought 
Ly a very ftrong call wind ; it was all the morning in palling over the adjacent coun- 
try ; and we imagined that the fame wind drove the loculls into the lea. They fpread 
defolation wherever they came : after devouring the herbage, with tlie fruits and leaves 
of trees, they attacked even the buds and the very bark : they did not fo much as 
fpare the reeds, with which the huts were thatched, noiwithllanding that thefe were 
fo dry ; in Ihort, they did all the mifchief that can be dreaded from fo voracious an 
infefl. I took a great number of them, which arc Hill to be fecn in my cabinet : they 
were ihtirely brown, of the breadth and length of one’s finger, and armed with two 
ftrong jaw bones, dented li e a faw. Their wings were much longer than thofe of 
any locufts I had ever feen before : and no doubt, but it was owing to the largenefs 
of thofe wings, that they could fly with fuch eafe, and poife themfclves in the air. 

One would not imagine that fo Ihocking an infeft, as the loculi, lliould ever be 
food for man. And yet it is an undoubted fafl, that in feveral parts of this countij, 
the people eat of it : nay they have different ways of drefling this extraordinary dim. 
Some pound them, and boH them with milk ; others only broil them on the coals, 
and think them excellent food. There is no difputing of taftes ; for my part I fhould 
willingly refign whole clouds of locufts to the Negroes of Gambia, for the meanell 
of their fifties. 

One thing which always furprized me, is the prodigious rapidity, with which the 
lap of trees repairs any lofs they may happen to fuftain in that country : and I was 
never more aftonilhed, than when, upon landing four days after that terrible invafion 
of locufts, I faw the trees covered with new leaves ; and they did not feem to me to 
have fullered much. The herbs bore marks of the devaftation fomewhat longer ; but 
fi few days were fufficient to repair all the mifchief. 

The people inhabiting the country along the Gambia, are Mandingocs or Sofes, to 
exprefs myfcif in their way. Their manner of life, and drefs, is not preferable to that 
of the other blacks ; but their huts are better built : and perhaps they are obliged for 
their talle of architeflure to the Portuguefe, who were formerly fettled in thofe parts. 
The walk -irc made of a fat binding clay, which foon hardens. They are all thatched 
with llraw, .which hangs down to another little wall breall high j and this makes a 
fmall gallery round the hut, where they are Iheltered from the rays of the fun. The 
village having taken fire a little after my arrival, the walls of thofe huts that with- 
ftood it, were partly of a beautiful red, and partly vitrified by the violence of the fire: 
at a diftance they feemed to be done over with a very bright enamel. 

The hut where 1 lodged was large and commodious, but as dark as a fubterraneous 
caTorn, even at noon-day, becaufe it had no other opening but a dopr pierced at each 
< “ . o end. 
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end. Here I muft obferve, left I fliould forget !t, that a great number of our Euro* 
pean fwallows reforted hither every evening, and paffcd the night upon the rafters ; for, 
as I have elfewhere mentioned, they do not build nefts in this country, but only come 
to fpend the winter. 

As my view in going up the Gambia was to make experiments in natural hiftory, I 
wanted a lightforae place to perform my operations : and the huts throughout the village 
were all too dark ; I contrived therefore to make ufe of a tamarind-tree in the middle of 
the garden, which belonged to my hut, and was planted with fine orange, citron, 
papaws, and other fruit-trees. I made an inclofure of ftr.’w under its verdant foliage, 
which, befides afibrding m^ a cool retreat, invited th leathered chorifters to warble 
out their notes. In fliort, it was a real cabinet of natural philofophy, and I m ftion 
whether lo rural a one was ever feen before. For my part the memory the. eof is ftill 
dear to me, becaufe of the knowledge I thereby acquired of an infinite multitude of 
new and curious plants, the growth of this country, which is doubtlels one of the 
hndR: fpots of all Africa. 

The foil is rich and deep, and amazingly fertile : it produces fpontaneoufly and 
almoll without cultivation, all the neceflarics of life, as grain, fruits, legumes, and 
roofs. On the high and fomewhat drier grounds you fee guavas, acajous, two forts 
of papaws with orange and citron trees of exquifife beauty : I meafured fome myfelf 
that were above five and twenty feet high, and a foot and a half the diameter of the 
trunk. The roots of manioc, igname, and batatee multiply greatly in open places. The 
black and moill clays are taken up with fofefts of bananas, at the feet of which both 
pepper and ginger grow. Every thing matures to perfection, and is excellent in its 
kind. They likewife make a great deal of date-wine, which is very delicious. 

The pepper of this place is' not the fame as that of India. It is a round berry about 
the bignefs of a hemp-feed, which ripens to a red colour, and has a fweetilh tafte. It 
contains a feed of the fliape and bigne''^ of a grain of cabbage, but very hard, and in 
tafte like aromatic pepper, which hos an agreeable poignancy. This fruit grows in 
fmall bunches on a ihrub three or four feet high, whofc thin fupnle branches are fur- 
nifhed with oval leaves, pointed at the ends, verygreafy, and pretty much like thofe 
of the privet or prime print. 

Rice is almoll the only grain fown at Gambia in the lands overflown by the rains 
of the high feafon. The negi .^cs cut all thefe lands with fmall caufeys which with-hold 
the waters in fuch a manner, that their rice is always moiftened. They had got in their 
crop long before my arrival ; fo that the rice fields in the month of February were a fort 
of drained moralTcs, on which grew a few wild herbs. Every night we law fliining flies 
which flew on all fides } and, wherever they paffed, they diifufed a light fimilar to that, 
of twinkling ftars. I walked there fevcral times at night fall, and perceived that they 
came out of crevices or gaps formed in that marfhy foil when dried by the fun, and in 
which they had made their nefts. I obferved alfo, that thofe which had wings, emitted 
light as well as thofe which had none; contrary to w hat we fee in France, where the former 
have not this advantage. In Ijiort, they flew about only for three or four hours at the 
moft, after which they returned to their holes. I gathered a great number of them, 
which I kept for fome days in fmall phials, where they gave a light fo long as they lived ; 
but it grew dim in proportion as the infeft drew towards its end. This little creature 
is improperly called a glow-worm or fire-fly ; fince it is neither a worm nor fly ; but a 
fmall beetle, of a brown colour, and its body flat and fcaly, like ihat of other beetles. 
Its wings are covered with two cafes, alfo fcaly, though very foft. The light with which 
it is fumiihed, is lodged only in the three laft rings of its body } and fom.* motior mi.ft 
be imprefled on them, for the light to ftiew itfelf outwardly, * * 

* 4 M 3 Leaving 
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Leaving the river, we found a rich foil, of red fand, extremely fine, and uncon- 
cdveably fruitful : this appears by the trees with which it is covered. Here you fee 
thickets impenetrable, not becaufe of the thorns, for there are very few ; but by rcafun 
the trees ftand fo clofe ; among the reft I met with fome wild vines, not unlike the Eu- 
ropean. There you behold a foreft of lofty trees, bending under the weight of the 
ci/fus's * which would be called ivy in America, from the manner in which they fallen 
rhemfelves, afeending and defeending, intertwined with each other, and feeining to 
bend downwards and to fubmit their branches, juft like the tackling of a fhip in regard to 
its yards and malls. It was in thefe fine fields I beheld thofe trees of fuch prodigious 
dimenfions, viz. father Plumier’s ceyba's t which, as I have elfewhere obferved, the 
negroes of Senegal call benten. 

The benten furpaffes all the trees of Senegal in height, as the calabalh-tree furpafles 
them in thicknefs. There are fome a hundred and ten, and even a hundred and twenty 
feet high, the trunk of which is from eight to ten feet at the moft in diameter, and 
extremely ereft ; between the root and branches, it is fifty or fixty feet, and oftentimes 
more, in length. The chamferings or kind of fmall wings, which fornetimes grow the 
whole length of the trunk, do not in the leaft diminilh the beauty of its white bark, nor 
the boldnefs with which it carries its round fpreading top. It is of this tree the negroes 
make their ^Irogww, by hollowing its trunk; the wood being very foft, denfe, and ex- 
tremely light. Thofe who inhabit the banks of the Gambia being poftefled of the largeft 
bentens, make likewife the largeft p/rogacr : they have fome from forty to fifty feet long, 
and from four to five feet in breadth, and fomewhat lefs in depth. 

The farobierh another large tree alfo as common as the benten, but of quite a different 
ufe, becaufe of the hardnefs and weight of the wood. The negroes are very fond of its 
fruit, which is a kind of cod or hulk like that of a French bean, but above a foot in 
length, containing a black flat feed, like large lentils, enveloped in a yellow farinaceous 
fubftance. This fruit frequently ferves them inftead of every other fullenance, efpe- 
cially when they travel : it is extremely good, and nourilhing ; and taftes much like 
the beft ginger-bread cake. 

At the eaft end of the village of Albreda, I faw a wild fig-tree of an extraordinary 
ihape and fizc. It was not very high ; but its trunk was about ten feet diameter, 
and cut with fo many chamferings, that it feemed to be compofed of feveral trees, 
whofe trun'sS joined to each other, moft of them fpreading chiefly more towards the 
ro<Jts, where they formed a kind of buttrefs. I’his trunk was not above fifteen feet 
high, but it was d vided into feveral large branches, well covered with leaves, which 
made it very agreeable, as it afforded a moft refrelhing lhade. The inhabitants had 
* pitched upon this fpot to build a calde, that is, a public hall. This* confilled of a floor 
raifed two or three feet above the earth, and compofed of feveral forked (hoots planted 
near to one another, over which crofs (hoots were laid. The whole was covered with 
hurdles put clofe together, and fome mats over them. This was the place where 
their affemblies were held : here the lazy and the indolent met to (moke and converfe ; 
here the newfmongers fat loitering ; in a word, here the^ tranfafted all the affairs and 
concerns of the village. 

It is not at all furprifing that ifii a moift country there (hould be plenty of frogs : but 
lurely 1 had great realbn to be furprifed, not having met as yet with any in all my ex- 
curfions. From Podor to Gambia, which, including the ifle of Senegal, and that of 

• Cereo a{rini|r fcamlens planta aphylla 5 caule rotundo, articulato, glabro, fuccttlento, faturate, vindi. 
Shan- Jam. voi.ii. tab. jig 3 iisf 4. 
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Goree, with Portudal, and feveral other places where I had been, contak.s a fpace of 
a hundred and fifty leagues, and a country that I was well acquainted with, I had as 
yet fcen none but toads. It was in a well, which had' been dug at the weft end of the 
village of Albreda, that I difcovercd the firfl; frogs : and thefe could not get away from 
thence, the borders being raifcd fix feet, and cut vertically. I faw none except in this 
well, w'hich contained fuch 3 prodigious multitude of them, that, when they rofe above 
the water, they abfolutely hid the whole furface of it, covering one another over again, 
nearly in the fame manner as tiles are laid on the tops of houfes. Their bodies were 
fmaller, but more compaft than thofc of our European frogs ; their colour was ^reen, 
agreeably variegated with black fputs ; fo that I lookt ' upon them as a very particular 
fpecies. 

Bo' any, and every other branch of natural hiftr ry, h d greatly improved under my 
care in this fruitful country ; and I Ihould have conliderably added to my itore of obfer- 
vations, if I liad been permitted to continue there for any time : but the circumftances, 
and difficulties attending a new fettlemeut, prevented mv tarrying any longer. I there- 
fore fot out on the 12th of March upon my return to Goree, along with the diredfors 
of that ifland, and of Senegal, who had taken care that I Ihould want for nothing while 
I was at Gambia. 

Our paflnge was tedious, fo that we had full leifure to take a very near view of two 
whales, which we had feen already in our firft voyage. They followed us a great deal 
longer in this, and we had the plcufure of feeing the fport.s and majeftic movements of 
thofc monflrous animals, which amufed us with their company, only when th(jy djd 
not come too n(;;ir our vcilel. I reckoned their length to have been about a hundred 
and fifty-five or fixty feet ; the part of their back which they held always above water, 
was twelve feet long, aud from four to five broad, without reckoning the h«ad, which 
it raifcd fometimes tor refpiration, but made no more noil'e than a horfe, that puffs and 
blows when he is drinking. I'hey did not throw water out of their uoftrils, after the 
manner of all blowing w hales, w'l ;c.. are alfo very common in the tropic feas : in fhort 
I faw no appearance of fins on their back. No doubt but a vertebre of fourteen inches 
diameter and eight high, which I had occafion to fee aftw wai us cii the fea ihore, with 
fome ribs upwards of ten feet in length, mull have formerly belonged to this fpecies of 
whale. Some perhaps will be furprized that I fiiould take notice of thefe animals, when 
I have nothing more particular to fay about them ; yet as they are to be found in lati- 
tudes where the negroes are neither defirous nor accuftomed to fi(h for them ; and as 
there is no probability that there ever will be any Icon nearer, or more conveniently than 
thefe were beheld by me ; I thought it my duty to communicate the prefent remarks, 
in order to (hew how large the whales of the torrid zone are, iuppofing them to be a 
diftin^t fort from thofe of the northern climates. ^ * 

By day we were diverted with the whales, and by night with the luftre of the fea. 
As foon as the fun dipped beneath the horiz-jn, and night overfpread the eirthwith 
darknefs, the fea lent us ns friendly Wi ht. While the prov/ of our veffel ploughed the 
foaming furges, it feemedto fet them all on fire : thus we failed in a luminous inclo- 
fure, which furrounded us like a large circle of rays, from whence darted in the wake 
of the ftiip a long ftream of light, which followtd us to the ifle of Groree, where we 
landed the twenty-'hird of the fume month. 

Inftead of returning diredly to the ifland of Senegal, I refijNed to ftay at Goree, in 
order to complete the obfervations on plants, and particularly on (hells and other fea 
bodies, which had efcaped me in my two former voyages. It was then the fifh feafon, 
at lealt, for fiih of a moderate fize. The fea feemed to be full of the latter : wN n they 
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happened to be purfued by the large ones, <you might fee them in Iholes approaching 
towards land ; and oftemtimes they ran aihore. Some of ihofe lliolcs were fifty fathoms 
fquare, and the fi/hes crowded together in fuch a manner,, as to roll upon one another 
imthout being able to fwim. As foon as the negroes perceive ‘them coming towards 
land, they jump into the water, with a bafket in one hand to catch the filh, and fwim 
with the other. It is curious to behold them in this uneafy attitude, penetrating through 
the finny fwarm ; they need only to plunge and to lift up their bafkets, and they are , 
fure to return loaded with filh; 

I was prefent at a very extraordinary capture of filh made the fame month, on the 
coaft of Ben, within a league of the iiland of Goree, by the company belonging to one 
of the French Eaft-India (hips, which had anchored in the road. They had only a nec 
of about fixty fathoms, which they threw at a venture into the fea ; for they were not ' 
fo lucky as to efpy any of thofe (holes of fifhes : yet they had fuch furprifing fuccefs, 
that the (hore was covered, the whole length of the net, with the fifli they caught, 
though the net was in a bad condition. I reckoned part of them, and judged, that they 
might in all be upwards of fix thoufand, the lead of them as large as a fine carp. There 
you might fee pilchards, rock-filh, mullets or gull filh of different forts ; molebats, 
with other fifties very little known. The negroes of the neighbouring village took each 
their load, and the (hip’s crew filled their boat till it was ready to fink, leaving the reft 
on the fea fhore. In any other country, fuch a capture of filh would, without all doubt, 
pafs for a miracle. 

I have already obferved that, in the iffand of Goree, there is a low land called 
Savana. There I lodged in a hut of draw, built in a negroe manner : it was new when 
1 went into it j but in lefs than a month you might fee through it. I inquired into the 
caufe of this, which I found to be as follows. The earth hereabouts was all filled with 
a fpecics of white ant, called vag-vague, different from that which I have elfewhere 
deferibed. This, here, inftead of raifing pyramids, continues buried under ground, 
and never makes itfelf known but by fmall cylindrical galleries, of the thicknefs of a 
goofe quill, which it erefts againft the feveral bodies it defigns to attack. Thefe 
galleries are formed of earth with infinite delicacy of workmanmip. The vag-vagucs 
make ufe of them, as of covert-ways, to work without being feen : and whatever they 
faften themfelves to, whether it be leather, cloth, linen, books or wood, it is furely 
gnawed and confumed. I (hould have thought myfelf pretty well off, had they only 
attacked the reeds of my hut ; but they pierced through a trunk which ftood on treftles 
a foot above the ground, and gnawed mod of my books. Even my bed was not fpared, 
and though I took care every evening to beat down the galleries, yet they were frequently 
creded again, in the middle of the night, up to my bolder j and the vag-vagucs got 
into the bed, where, after cutting the linen and mattrefs, they came to my flefli and 
bit me mod; cruelly. I (hall be excufed from mentioning the fwellings and acute pains 
which followed. Their fize is hardly bigger than that of our large European ants ; 
yet they are of fuch a conftitution, that neither frefti nor fait w;ater, nor vinegar, nor any 
other ftrong liquors, with which I often covered the floor of my chamber, were able to 
ffeftroy them ; fo that eyery method I took to extirpate the breed proved ineffedtual. 
The infinite havock which thefe infeds make, has fet people upon thinking of different 
contrivances to exterminate them. Among others, Arfenic has been propofed as an 
infallible remedy ; but it, would not be prudent to advife and much lefs to pradife it. 
If fire was not apt to caufe greater mifehief than that arifing from the vag-vagucs, it 
would be a cheaper and more effedual remedy ; for we feldom fee thofe infedsin places 
that have undergone tlus operation. 

' Though 
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Though I fuffered greatly from the hoftilities of the vag-rngueSf yet I muis; confefs, they 
contributed to a confiderable number of obfervations ; and were the caufe of a frequent 
repetition of experiments, which perhaps I fliould otherwife have performed but very 
feldom. My room was full of pails of fea water, where I conftantly kept live 
which in the night time emitted a light, not unlike that of phofphorus. The mugs full 
” of fhells, and even the fifh that lay dead on the table, gave the fame light. All thefe 
illuminations put together, and reflected upon different parts of the room, made it 
appear as if it was on fire ; and I mufl own, that I was of that opinion the firft time I 
faw this ftrange phsenomtnon : for it made the impreffion on me, which it it natural 
for every man to feel in the like cafe. The vag-vagucs, by av^king me fuddenly out 
of my fleep, renewed my fright, much oftener than 1 ..ould have wifhed in the beginning, 
but my apprchenfion gradually ceafed, by feeing the thing often repeated j till I at 
length received a plealure from this extraordinary fight. What was mofl engaging, 
each fifli flicwecl itft If plainly to the eye, by the light emitted from its body ; and the 
fame effe<51 was produced by the fhells and other fea bodies which I had with me ; even 
the pails themfelves looked like a burning furface. This was not all : every day the 
fight was new, becaufe I had new fiflies and new fhells to obferve : now it was a pilchard, 
now a molebat ; one time a purple fifli, another time a periwinkle : one time a polypus, 
a crab, or a flar-fifh, that Ihewcd its luminous rays in the dark : in fhort, I perfedlly 
diftinguiflied the fhape of all thofe different fifhes, by rays of light, which darted frGm 
every part of their bodies ; and, as I could place them in a thoufand different pofitions, 
I had it in my power to give an infinite variety to this beautiful illumination. 

When the vag-vagues obliged me to quit this glittering manfion, and to look for 
relief abroad, the angry ocean prefenied me with the fame phamomenon in great. The 
foanrdng billows feemed to metamorphofe themfelves into mountains of fire, and ex- 
hibited to my view a moft amazing fpedacle, more capable of exciting admiration than 
fear, even in the minds of perfons expofed to their fury. ^ 

Notwithftanding the fea about ’’’e ifland of Gorce was moft violently agitated at 
this time, in confequence of the vernal equinox, yet I croffed it very often in a fmall 
boat, in going over to the continent. One day I was bound !< r Cape Bernard, I had 
like to have loft my life. This cape is not above the third part of a league from 
Gorec; and this was ihe firft time I thought of landing there. At a diftance it feemed 
to me, as it it formed a creek, fomewhat like a fmall haven ; and I made no doubt, 
but I fhould be able to get on fhore with all eafe : but the nearer I drew, the more 
difficult 1 found it j for the furf ran fo high, that I could fee no fafe place to land. 
During this uncertainty, the waves were driving us towards fhore j when ail of a 
fudden I faw myfelf environed by a huge furge, which threw the boat upon a rock 
where it overfet ! Luckily I did not lofe my pretence of mind, notwithftanding Ais 
difafter ; and, as the boat overfet, it ftuck to the rock, where it was fupported like 
an arch, under which my two negroes made their efcape. I did not wait for anothet 
wave to come and fet it right again, and perhaps to overwhelm me, which 'ft'ould 
have inevitably happened^ but i made ufe of my legs, to get to the further end of 
the beach, where I walked in the fun to dry myfelf, and that was all the harm 
*I fuffered. 

Hitherto no difficulty had been able to flop me in my career ; yet this accident, 
together with the fea-ficknefs with which I was always afllit'ted, occafioned me to 
make very 1( nous refit tf ions, on the rifks I underwent, in rroffmg every day from 
. Goree to the continent, on board fo fmall aveffel. M. de Saint leap, direftor of the 
ifland, having the greateft regard for me, and even more than 1 had for inyfdb was 
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defirous to prevent the trouble and danger to which I expofed myfelf daily : for which 
reafon he pjopofed to the mafter of Ben, a fmall village on the continent, within a 
league north of Goree, to entertain me at his houfe, and to procuie me all neceflary 
fitfe-guards in walking over his lands, or in any other excurfion I fliould chufc to make. 
This negroe lord, having a very high affeftion for the French nation, was overjoyed 
at the opportunity of entertaining a native of that country for feme months. The^ 
34 th of April, upon arriving at the village, 1 found a very convenient hut, which he 
had lately built for his own ule. It was furrounded by feveral courts and gardens, 
where he had likewife got a fmall but light clofet for me, in fuch a fituation as 1 had 
defired on account of my obfervations. Nothing could be more conducive to my 
purpofe, than the advantageous fituation of the village. On the one fide, the fea fur- 
niflied me with every thing I could wifh in regard to fifhes and (hells ; and on the 
other I had plains, a confiderablc foreft, and, two leagues further, the mountains of 
Cape Verd. Here I had an ample field for my curiolity, as well concerning plants, 
as every fpecies of animals. 

This is quite a fandy country like the neighbourhood ef Senegal ; but it forms 
a more rifmg ground. Befides the fante plants, it produces a great number of others 
particular to itfelf ; and a vaft many acacias and calabafli trees. Going from Ben to 
Cape Verd, I met upon the road, about half way, with two of the latter ftill larger 
thSn thofe I had admired in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. I meafured 
their trunks with a packthread, and found the one to be feventy-four feet, and the 
other Teventy-feven in circumference, that is, upwards of five and twenty feet diameter. 
Thefe were the thickeft I ever faw of the kind : and as Africa may boaft of pro- 
ducing the largeft of animals, viz. the oftrich and the elephant ; fo it may be faid, not 
to degenerate with regard to vegetables, fince it gives birth to calabalh trees, which 
are immenfely larger than any other tree now cxifting, at leaft that we know of ; 
and probably the largeft on the terreftrial globe. 

I faw on the branches of thofe trees Ibme birds nefts, fo vaftly capacious as to 
furprize me as much as the trees themfelves ! They were at leaft three feet long, 
and refembled oval bafkets, open below, and confufedly interwoven with very large 
twigs. I had not the pleafure of feeing the birds that built them ; but the people of the 
village affured me, they had pretty much the figure of that kind of eagle which they 
call niann. To judge of the fize of thofe birds by their nefts, they cannot be much 
inferior to an oftrich. 

The double mountain of Cape Verd was the only land-mark I had, to fteer my courfe 
through this vali plain j for the lands were tolled fo impetuoully from one place to another 
by the winds, that it was impollihle to diftinguilh any path or trace whatever : and 
even the emiiicnces, which 1 met now and then, ferved only to bewilder me and my 
negroes, by being fo uniform. The only verdure they had upon them, was foine 
Ihrubs known in India by the name of bois de renctie*. Sometimes I walked through 
fpacious fields, naturally fown with a kind of herb balil, peculiar to the country. 
But what feerned worthy of obfervation to me, was, wherever it grew, it was very 
thick ; and that very rarely any other plants whatever coufd be feen there, not even 
on thofe fpots that were thinneft fovin ; as if the proximity thereof was hurtful to them. • 
This herb bafil is ligneous and lively : it forms a Ihrub two feet high, whofe 
ftem and leaves are pf a reddilh green, and diffiife a citron fragrancy, extremely 
plcafing. The fands, though toft to and fro every inftant, produced a great 

* Dodoatea. Linn, hort. Cliff. 148. Stapbylodendrum folii* iauri asgullis. Plum. eat. pag. 18. 
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many other plantS) and efpecially dog-grafs, with which nearly their j.hole furface 
was covered. 

My moft ufual walk was in the foreft of Krampfane, which I likcwife called the foreft 
of palmetto trees, becaufe indeed there is hardly any other to be feen in that neigh.^ 
bourhood. It begins within half a league of the village of Ben, and extends two 
leagues north-eaft, making a femicircle, and pafling within a quarter of a league of a 
ruinous village, called Mabao, fituate on the fca-fiiore within a league and a half of 
»Ben. Its breadth is, throughout, nearly a quarter of a league. The foil is low, 
and in feme places hollot/ like a canal, and feems to have been heretofore either a 
bafon overflown by the ocean, or at lead a falt-pan, which in drying up retained a 
black flimy fand, from whence the rain w'atcrs imbib ■ a faline fade, that prevents their 
being drinkable. 1 would even venture to adirin that this canal was .'1" nerly a 
branch of the marigot of Kann, whofe communication has, without an manner of 
doubt, been interrupted by a fand-bauk, which the winds have thrown up near 
its mouth. 

Fnjm the fide towards Ben, as far as two-thirds of its extent in length, this foreft 
confids entirely of date-trees, at the entrance of which there are fmall groves of oily 
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tojjvards the ifland of Senegal, give it the name of Sor-for. It feldom riles higher than 
from twenty to thirty feet : its trunk is round and iipriglir, of a dun colour, and fix 
inches at the mod in diameter. I'Vohi the top of it there ifllics forth a cluder of leaves 
from eight to nine feet in length, whicli extend all round like a juirafoi, and bend a 
little towards the earth. I'lie bottom part produces an infinite number of dalks like 
that of the iiiidule j but they feldom fliooi i<> high as lour or five feet. Thefe dalks 
fpread the tree very confulerably, lb that, wlicrever it naturally grows in foreds, you 
find it diflicult to open a pafl'agt' <hrougIi its prickly leaves. The fruit thereof is 
lliortcr than that of the oilier fort ot date-tree; but the pulp is much thicker. It has 
a fugary and agreeable tade, infinitely fuperior to the very i'Jl dates of the Levant ; 
perhaps becaufe it ripens better on the tree. 

The oily palm* is of all others that which (hoots to the grealed height. Here are 
feme from (i\ty to eighty feet in the dalk, without any branches. The trunk is- 
outwardly black, equally large through the whole length of it, and from one to two 
feet in diameter. Its head is loaded wdth leaves pretty much like the date-tree. It 
bears a round fruit the fuic of a fmall nut, and covered with a yellow' pulp of which they 
make the palm oil. 'I'he negroes call it t:r. 

It is from thefe two trees they extract the palm wine, wdiich ir exactly the colcAir 
of whey. There are fevcral methods ol extracting it : the fird practiled by the negroes, 
and which I have often followed, after their example, in regard to the date-tree of the 
fored of Krampfane, is this : They cut a dalk a few inches under the crown, and 
leave only fonie leaves (landing : then they lay the leaves above the incifior , and 
faden them with a peg to me tree. The extremity of thofe leaves is folded afterwards 
^ into a calaba(h, or into a Imall earthen pot, narrow-mouthed, 'and I'ufpendcd fo as not 
to quit the leaves, or to fall. By this method Ihe fap which ilTues from the ftalk, 
didiis along the leaves, and is collefled together in the earthen pot. 

The fecond method of extrading the palm wine confuts in making a round 
, hole under the head of the tree, indead of cutting it ; ana in introducing into this 

• Palnw altiflima, nott fpinofa, fruftu pruniformi minorc, racemofo, fparfo. Stoan Jam, toT. 215. 
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hole a few folded leaves, which ferve as a gutter or paflage to convey the liquor into 
the pot or veffel faftened to it. 

Thefe two methods are eafy to praftife in regard to the date-tree, as they only make 
an incilion in the ilalk, which is not above five feet high. But when they are obliged 
to extraft the wine from a very tall tree, as from the oily palm,. there is a great deal 
more difficulty in the operation. The negroes have an admirable way of doing it.* 
They take a girth of the bark of hauhinia^ or of the leaves of a palmetto tree, dried 
in the fun, beaten and twilled, the breadth of thrice the thicknefs of one’s finger. At 
one end they make an oilet-hole, into which they put a little Hick faftened acrofs the 
other end, to ferve as a button. This girth mull be neither too pliant nor too ftiff, but 
ihould have a fufficient elafticity to hinder it from giving way too much. It makes a 
fort of circle of two feet and a half diameter ; and, when ftretched by the man’s body 
and the tree, it becomes an oval, leaving the diftance of a foot and half between both. 
With this girth, they tie themfelves as it were to the oily palm, and climb up at firft 
with their feet, then working with their hands and knees, till the part of the girth 
faftened to the tree becomes lower than that which fupports their reins and thighs, 
and ferves them as a feat to reft upon : then they draw near the tree, in order to raife 
the oppofite end, which is foon after brought down below the part that fuftains their 
reins, which have been railed by working with the feet and knees. The girth cannot 
jlfo, becaufe it is always very tight between the man and the trunk, and the latter 
is moreover very rough. In this manner they foon get to the top ; there they fit on 
their girth, and, enjoying the liberty of their arms, they firft cut the bottom of thofe 
fruits' which they think are ripe ; then faftening them to calabalhes, they fill thefe with 
wine, and let them^ down by a cord : for they never forget, in going up, to carry 
with them a^ bandolier, containing every thing requifite for this kind of work ; fuch as 
a cord, a knife, and empty calabalhes, to fupply the place of thofe which they have 
filled with liquor. When they want to come down, they go a contrary way to wdrk, 
to what they did in climbing up ; that is, they lower the girth from time to time 
inltead of railing it. Their quicknefs and refolution in this toilfome talk, Ihew plainly 
how fupple and dextrous they mull be : for it is never mentioned that any accident 
has happened them j and they havo nothing to fear but the breaking of the girth. 

This kind of vintage mull coll the negroes very little trouble, fince their wine is 
fo cheap, that you have above forty pints upon the Ipot for ten fous, and very often 
for half that price. It is not all made at the fame time, according to the cuftom of 
making wine of the juice of the grape in temperate countries. The trees furnilh daily 
but a fmall quantity of this liquor ; and they are obliged to confume it diredlly, becaufe 
it foon grows four. ^ The negroes do not drink it till twenty-four hours after it is 
drawn, that is, till it has fermented enough to ftimulate the palate agreeably. It is 
drinkable till the third day, but then it grows heady, and there is danger in being 
intoxicated with it. After that time it turns into bad vinegar, which foon contrads 
an abominable fmell. For my part, and it will be ever the fame with fuch as defire 
rather delicacy than llrength in wine, I always obferved that it is delicious when new ; 
and the newer the better : I have drunk of it a hundred nmes cut of the calabalhes 
faftened to the trees, dnd I never found it better than immediately after it is firft ' 
extradled : then it has every good’’ quality ; which cannot be expected twelve hours 
after. It has as fweet a tafte as is requifite, heightened oftentimes with a light tartnefs, 
extremely grateful to the palate. In Ihort, the only fault we can reproach this liquor 
with, is that it will not keep for exportation to our part of the world, where it would 
be much more efieemed than in its native foil. I mull own notwithllanding that, as 
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pleafing as this wme may be, yet it has not the good qualities of the ^ Jce of the 
grape'. In what condition foever it may be when you drink it, fweet or four, there 
is always a corrofive quality in it ; at leaft I have reafon to pafs this judgment upon it, 
after having made it my only drink during the fifteen days that I (bid at Ben. For, 
fo long as it continued fweet, it is not dangerous, whatever quantity you drink of it : 
aiid perhaps I was more afi'eded with its corrofive quality, becaufe I had not been 
ufed to any fort of wine. 

Among the prodigious multitude of palmettos with which the foreft of Krampfanc 
abounded, I faw a great many fcarce trees and plants. There were two fpecies of 
tabernamontana, which I diftinguiflied by the beauty of their foliage, of a lively bright 
"green : there was likewife a new fpecies of bigvonia, remarkable for the bulk of its 
flowers and the Angularity of its fruit, which hung like large cucumbers at end 
of its branches. Near the village of Mbaot I found the pepper plant ol .Ethiopia, 
that aromatic tree, which the French who are fettled at Senegal diftinguilh by the name 
of maniguette. Towards the extremity of the foreft, I faw feveral fpecies of anonas or 
corofoliers, the largeft of which were in the woods, the middling ones on the hills, and 
the fmalleft in the plains expofed to the fun, moll of them loaded with excellent fruit. 
Following the fea-coaft from Mbao as far as Rufifle, which is a confiderable village two 
leagues and a half from thence, I walked on fands all covered with fophora *, and with 
the Guinea aloe t, of which the negroes in that neighbourhood make very good ropes, 
not fp apt to rot in the water. 

Ffom the ifle of Goree to Rufilk they reckon three leagues in a direft line. Tflis 
voyage I had made by fea : but it is very difficult to land at the village, efpecially 
when the lea runs high, becaufe the coaft is low, and full of fliarp rocks. When you 
come to anchor oppofite the place, you have a moft agreeable profpeft ; the fituatioa 
upon a hill planted with trees ; the little rivulet whofe brackifli waters wind to the right, 
and form a peninfula ; the foreft with perpetual verdure, rifing behind you in the form 
of an amphitheatre, conftitute altogfl’cr a moft delightful landfcape, hardly to be 
matched in any other part of the world. 

The negroes hereabouts feem to me to be very induftrious : forao of them were bufy 
in beating the leaves of the Guinea aloe, to get out the hemp ; others were twilling it, 
and making filhing lines and nets ; others in fine were employed in framing bows and 
arrows lor the chace. After vifiting all the houfes in Rufilk, I was very much furprized 
upon entering as it were into a fecond village : this was a duller of huts not quite fo 
large as the others, covered with fand, and like fo many maufoleiims or tombs ereded 
over the dead bodies, that had been interred there, according to the cuftom eftablilhed 
among the feveral clans of the Serera nation. 

I had never as yet met with any attack from the negroes till the 4 !’i of May, when * 
walking along the fea-fide from Rufilk to Ben, which is above three leagues from thence, 

I was pq|fued by a Serera negro, who, rulhing out of the neighbouring woods, Ihot his 
poifone^ arrows againlt me and my negro fervant. I was above two hundred paaes 
before him ; befides, 1 was a very good walker, and ufed to ihofe fatiguing fands, into 
which a perfon often finks up|o the calf of his leg. I therefore went on, but doubled 
my pace, without putting nlyfelf out of breath, or feeming to' mind thfe menacing 
figns, by which he hoped to intimidate me and oblige me to Hop ; for 1 had another 

* Sophora tomentofa, foliis fubrotiindis, Lhm. FLZeyl. 163. ' 

Aloe Guineenfis, radice geniculata, foliis eviridi &: atro uudulatim variegdtU. Cmm, hort. Anfi. 
vol, ii. pag. 39. tab. 20. 
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rtfpurce in iriy gun, fuppofe he had come within reach. Doubtlefs this was One of thofe 
Serera favages, who are united under the form of a petty republic within ten leagues 
from thence ; and he was come out of his own country in quell of phmder. Nothing 
could have tempted him but my gun ; and, had he been more alert and crafty, he would 
not certainly have fpared my life to come at it. This manner of attacking is very com- 
mon with a race of Moors called Azounas,, who follow no other profeflion than that 
of lying in ambulh behind a tree, either with a gun or a bow, in order to llioot a perfon 
whom they want to rob of his arms. The like accident had happened to me in my 
fccond voyage to Podor ; hut the Moor whom I efpied, looked feveral times before he 
would attack me ; and feemed greatly difconcerted, when he perceived that I was upon 
my guard, and aimed my piece at hiip. 

As foon as I was out of danger from the Serera favage, I had all the pleafure in 
the world in walking along a very white Ihore, where the fea continually throws 
up an infinite number of fhells. There I beheld two fpccies of v/hat we call the conr.ha 
Perfica *, which is the larged upon the coalt : the filhit contains weighs fometimes live 
or fix pounds. The negroes broil and preferve it for times of famine, when they have,re- 
courfe to this meat, which is tough and infipid, yet a great relief in cafe of urgent want. 
There was alfo plenty of cockles t, and and a vail number of bivalvous fliells, 

particularly what we call the concha mucronata 5 . 

As often as I went to the foreft of Krampfane, I took different and round-abou 
ways. Sometimes I dirctled my Heps along the fca-fide, and found the fparti^m ||r 
. and the ketmia with leaves like thofe of a linden tree, on the banks of the marigot of 
Kann : I likewife met with the xlmenia the rimbot, the fa^ara, ahd fome acacias 
or thorny plants upon hills. At other times 1 traverfed the fertile fields, which wi re 
filled with a fmall fpecies of anonas, and feveral of thofe citron trees, called toll by the 
negroes. Their fruit referables very much that of the tnanguier of India, and has both 
the figure and talle of a citron. 'I’here was no want of game in thole parts : there was 
likewife a great number of antelopes, and of a fmall fpecies of hinds**, hardly as big as 
a hare. The latter ftarted as it were, wherever I trod : one of my negroes happened 
twice to dart his haffagaye at them, and twice he hit his aim : he affured me that he never 
courfed this animal any other way. The haffagaye is a kind of fpear feven or eight 
feet long, with a piece of iron at the end of it like a pike. This is the weapon which 
the negroes moll commonly ufe; and they dart it with their hand. My negro threw 
his with great force and dexterity ; and I learnt a few Itffons of him, which gave me 
great pleafure. 

My time was divided among plants, animals, and fhclls j but the latter occupied me 
as much as all the reff. 1 availed myfelf of the opportunity of being in a country, 
where they are in great plenty. The rocks of Cape Bernard and Cape Manuel, oppolite 
the illand of Goree, funiillied me with a vail number of very beautiful (hells, fuch as 
the purple filh, the larged fpecies of dar-filh ; and feveral foft filhes, as fea h^'cs, cut- 
tW fifli, and polypus. Among the fands of the creek of Ben, 1 met with fome cockles 

• See the natural hiftory of univalve Jbeil: , fpeci:: 8. plate 3. fijr. i/and 2. 

■\ 9. plat#4, 5. Favei. 

lliid. (if concha optrcuUtla, fpecies 2. 7* 5* Tefan, 

^ Ibid, of hivahoit^ JhAls, fpecies 6, plat. I S. iig. 2. Koman, 

)1 tipectiuTn fcandens, citri foliis, floribus albis, ad nodos ronfertim nafccntibus. Plum* eat* p. *3^ 

41 Ximfiiiii aculcata, fkirc villofo, fruCtu luteo. pag. 6. 

‘J** Cemr; juveucuu, perpufilluB Guiiiccnfis. Sela. vol. u p. 70, tab. 43. fig. i> 2| and 3. 
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tn^ hohihuria. Sometimes I entered the water up to my knees, to ext’ ad the Aells 
hidden under the fand, while the negroes went further out to fifli. I’hey are accuf- 
tomed to catch them in this fpot with the haflagaye, wading through the water up to 
the waift, and oftentimes deeper. When they perceive the tunny, the capitaine, the fore 
mullet, or fome fuch large fifli, they dart their haffagaye with a. marvellous dexterity, 
and feldom mifs their aim. This bay fupplics them likewife with a multitude of mid- 
dling filh, which they catch with nets. They Iplit them in two, and lay them before 
the fun to dry, and then they fell them to the Moors ; thefe in exchange fupply^ them 
with millet, which is wanting in their countiy. 

Thefe filhes procured me an obfervation, which would not perhaps have offered itfelf 
elfcwherc. As the negroes leave them to dry on the ;op of their huts, the lions, tygers 
and wolves, which inceffantly roam in the neighbourhood, are frequently .’n’'ced, by 
the fight and finell thereof, into the village : and then woe be to the children, or even 
to the men that are found abroad. One night a lion and a wolf happened to enter, 
both together, into the yard belonging tp the hut where I lay : they raifed alternately 
their fore feet up to the roof, which I could eafily hear them do, and they carried off 
their provifion. The next day we were certain, by the impreffion of their feet, which’ 
was ftrongly marked in the fand, that they came together ; and we difeovered the place 
from whence they had taken tiie two fillies; and no doubt but each of them fei/jed his prey. 
This was very moderate for two fuch voracious animals ; but indeed they had not pitched 
upon the fmallell. I know not whether this remark was ever made before, that the lion 
and the wolf prowl together . yet itiiSnotan uncommon thing ; there are daily inflances 
of it in thofe pans ; almolf every night the wolf is heard to howl clofe by the lion. 
The fame thing I have obferved, myfelf, a hundred times, in my excurfions up the Niger; 
and I am perfeftiy lure, that the wolf frequently affociates witJi the lion, without having 
any apprehenfion of danger. Not that the frze of the African wolf, which is much 
fuperior to that of the Kuropcan, makes any impreflion on the lion ; but the reafon is,, 
he is no way tempted by the wolf’s dclh. And what confirms me in this opinion, is, that 
I never obferved, that the two lions which were brought up in the village of Senegal, 
ever attacked the dogs that were expofed to them, or that fell in their way, when they 
were unchained ; whereas they darted inflantly upon the firll liorfc, or the firll child 
they happened to meet. 

A few days after this vifit from the lion and the wolf, we received another from a 
tigrefs, which came to the fame hue along with her young one, and likewife carried 
off two fifiies. There need only thefe two inllauces to fliew how lazy and indifferent 
arc the negroes, in regard to tite damage thefe animals do tiiem, and the danger to 
which their own perfons are continually cxpofcil. When one afe them for what reafon 
they do not either chace away thole animals, or withdraw their fifli at leafl; injthe 
night ; they arc fatisfied with anrwering, that all the world mull Jive, and that it would 
be a greater flavery for them to lock up their lilh every night than to catch them. 
And indeed wc mult own that the filhery on this coall is carried on with amazmg 
facility. 

Their lands lie enlirclyHincultlvated : either, becaufe the funds are too ungrateful, 
or becaufe, being acculto/ned to the filhing trade, whicli coRs them lt»fs< trouble, they 
neglcft all agriculture, and rely on the Moors for every fort of necefl'aries. Thefe 
people were here at that tivne, and had brought their baggage .uid provifions with them, 
not loaded upon oxen and camels ; as I had feen before to thu nbrth of the Niger, but 
only on affes, of which they had great plenty. With dirilcui..y did I know this animal, 

5 be 
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Vie bad fo, .filled' coat and looked fo haodfome in comparifon to thofe of Euhjipe ; 
wh^ I beliwe ncverthelefs would make as good a figure, if the drudgery they are 
put to, did not greatly contribute to deform them. The hair of theMoorifli aflcs 
was of a fine bright moufe colour, over which the black leather thong which is 
laid along their backs, and afterwai ds croffes over their fhoulders, has a very good 
ettecl. Thefe animals are fomewliat larger than ours, but they have likewife fonu thing 
in the make of their heads, that difiinguiflies them from a horfe, and efpecially from 
a Barbary horfe, which is the natural growth of the country, like themfelves, but of a 
larger fize. 

1 had fome time before fpent a few days among the negroes ; but I never made fuch 
a long ftay with them as at prefent by invfelf, and remote from any communication 
with my own countrymen. Then it was, that 1 had an opportunity of being perfeftly 
acquainted with their charafter, ciiftoms, and manuer of living : I was even prefent 
once at their ceremony of marriage ; but this would make me digrefs too far from my 
fubjecl ; I lhall only oblerve tl)at in general they are very humane and hofpitable. 

The ninth of May, I returned Iroin Ben to Goree, Irom whence I fet out the loth 
of the enfuing month for the ifland ol Senegal. I arrived the 1 5th at the bar, where 
I was obliged to wait for wind four whole days. The reader may judge, what uneali- 
nefs I mull have luffercd in a frnall veil'el, tolTed to and fro by the rolling billows. 
There I had kifure to confidcr the furprifing effect of the waves off the bar, and to 
direft my eye all round me, without perceiving any thing elfe but dazzling fands on 
one fide, and the liquid main on the other. True it is, that this famcnefs of profpeft 
was varied a little, by feeing the pirogues of the negro tilhermen, who bravely ven- 
tured over the bar, to bring us provilions on board. Though the fea runs very high 
upon the coaft, yet there is a great deal of fifli in the road. Our failors catched abun- 
dance with their line, efpecially a fort of fea trulh, which is very common in that fea. 
This filli is very ready to bite ; and, as foon as it has laid hold of the hook, it is plea- 
fant to fee what jerks and leaps it makes to get free ; to fuch a degree, that it inverts 
its ftomach, which you fee ifl'uing out of its mouth in the fiiape of a carp's bladder : 
thefe ftrugglings are alfo attended w'ith a hollow rumbling noife, which has given it the 
name oi grondin, or grumbler, whereby it is known on this coaft. 

A wellerly wind rcfcued me from this wretched fituation, and cariicd me over the 
bar to the ifland of Senegal the 20th of June. I ftood in great need of repofe, after 
the fatigues I had undergone in my voyage, from which I fuft'ered much more than I 
Ihould have done from a long fit of illnels. Every body knows, that the fea ficknefs 
is a kind of weaknefs or faintnefs, which caufeth a naufeoufnefs and vomiting, more or 
lefs, according to the difference of conftitutions expofed to that element. Some people 
are^never ftized with it : others feel the effects of it but the firft day or two, and then 
it leaves behind it a certain dizzinefs : others are never feized with this diforder, except 
when the fta is very much agitated, and the motion of the (hip becomes extremely 
violent : others, in Ihort, and of this number was I, are troubled with it the whole 
time they are at fea, in (hort voyages even of two hours, as well as in long ones ; in 
calms as well as in ftormy weather. Robuft and feeble conlMtutions are attacked with 
it all the fame : .there are* only fome particular habits of btfay, thofe of children for 
example, and perfons weakened by 'ficknefs, and a few others in health, that are 
exempt from it. But of the latter, why fome Ihould be fubjeft to, and others free 
from this illnefs, is not yet known. The general utility that would refult from ihis 
knowledge, which, in fo learned an age, might pafs for a real difeovery, deferves the 
. 4 attention 
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attent;jon of the gentlemen of the faculty *, who have occafion to perfortf a voyage Jly 
fea, or an opportunity of making thefe experiments. If once the caufe of "this malady 
were known, fome fafe prefervative might be found out, which would render this 
element accelfible to perfons, who, with abilities and the beft difpofition in the world 
for fea voyages, are often difcouraged merely by this obftrudion. 

To fuch a degree had this complaint (which does not however meet with its due 
degree of pity) ruined and difordered my ftoniach, that, upon my arrival at the ifland 
of Senegal, 1 faw no other way to rc-eitablifh my health, than by fixing my abode 
there, and renouncing all fta voyages, with a firm refolution not to go to fea again, 
till my return to France. Befides, I had reafon to be fatisfied with the voyages I had 
already made, as they had turned out fo greatly to th advancement of natural hiftory, 
fo far as it regards the fouthern parts of our fettlemcnt : and the neighbourhc'>'' of the 
ifland of Senegal, and the Niger, was likely to furnifli me with many oblcrvations in 
phyfics and natural hillory, which had efcaped me before. I ftaid therefore on this 
fpot fome years longer, during which time, befides thefe remarks, I had leifure to draw 
a few topographical charts, by which I defigned to fleer my courfe in my little voyages. 
In the fequel of this narrative, I lliall only take notice of the moft remarkable occur- 
rences in thofe excurfions in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal. 

I had been long defirous of making a vifit to the village of Kionk, which is in the 
Wood Ifland, within a league north of the ifland of Senegal. Thither at length I went 
the fourth of September in a Ihallop ; but I was not fortunate in my return, for, when 
we were in the middle of the river, a violent eaft-wind arofe, which warned us to 
make the beft of our way to land, in order to avoid the impending ftorm. And 
indeed, I had hardly crofled the point of the Wood IJland, when the tempeft burft. As 
it was impoflible fur me to reach the ftiore, make what hafte I would, and the danger 
was imminent, I immediately made for the fand-bank, which joins this point to the 
ifland of Senegal. The negroes belonging to a pirogue, which had been alfo catched 
in the ftorm, leaped into the water r > to their waift on this very fand-bank, and up- 
held it agaiiift the violence of the waves, which liad overwhelmed it in the beginning j 
their example was followed by the fix negroes belonging to m) fhallop, and by ten 
other men and women paliengers, who jumped immediately into the water, and dividing 
themfelves all round the boat, I'upported it againft the raging elements. 'I'his was the 
fureft way to hinder it from being overfet, or thrown upon the bank, where it would 
have been infallibly broke to pieces ; and we had reafon to be afraid of one or other 
of thofe accidents, the bed of the Niger being confiderably widened in this fpot by the 
junftion of its two branches, which form a kind of lake, of fo fpacious an extent, as 
to be open on every fide to raving tempefts. The prel'ent weatlier miglit really 
deferve that name, the wind and rain being attended with flalhes of lightning and lou(> 
claps of thunder. Notwithftanding that the negroes were fo careful as to uphold ray 

• To ferve the eentlemen of the faculty, wlio may chance to fet about an inquiry into the caufe of ^hi« 
diforder, I fhall infert here a few more remarks which I have made on this fubjedt. i. Thofe wlio were 
lick during the whole voyage, the firft time they embarked on board a middling fliip of 500 tons, did not 
feel a dizzinefs or hcad-ache, till afjer four hours were expired; the v niitin!!-^ did not come till the 
feventh hour, and continued the whole time of the voyage, which was t\vo months. 2. When I did not 
ftay long enough at fea to be troubled with a vomiting, it fei/.ed me an hour or two after I went on (hore, 
whether I had eaten or not at my landing. 3. It very rarely happens that a i'. a ' 'knefs produceth a fever ; 
it only (Uforders the ftomach, without taking away the appetite. 4. 1 otiferv .i that more womemby far 
than men, efcaped this illuefs ; and more of thofe who arc lliort-fighted than oihcrwifc. 5. Finallv, I took 
notice, that thofe who have been moft affliifted with this complaint at fea, have always much better health 
on (here, than fuch as feemed to be the moil vigorous and hearty at fea. " 
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bdSit, yet this did not hinder it from making a foot and a half of vwtter, partly^ with 
Avhat fell ffbni the heavens, and partly with the waves, which fometimes inwrapped it 
in the form of a flieet, in v/hich I was alfo enveloped. Bcfides, I was wafhed, and, 
as it were, fcowered by the rain, which the wind impelled againlt me with the utmoft 
•violence ; and it came fo very quick upon me, as almoft to take away my breath, 
though I had fhcltered myfclf under one of the ftilor’s cloaks. Thus the boifterous 
elements drove my negroes and the boat with fuch force, that I began to be afraid both 
for them and for myfelf. Yet they did not let go their hold ; their courage fupported 
them upwards of two hours, and preferved us from ruin. 

This whirlwind began at three o'clock in the afternoon, but did not afford matter of 
obfervation, till towards the end. The wind ceafing about five, gave us an opportunity 
to fteer to the north point of the ifland of Senegal. Tliis v/as the nearcfl land, and I 
was in a hurry fo reacli it, in order to di7 myfelf as foon as poflible ; for the boat was 
ftill half full of water, notwithfiunding the pains the ten paflengers had’ taken to empty 
it, as fall as the waves broke over it, which was almoft every inftant. While we were 
advancing with our oars, there appeared a phienomenon, which I had never fecn 
before fo near ; and I do not remember, that any writer has ever mentioned it. I'Jiis 
was a kind of ball, like unto a column of fmoke, that turned round upon ilfelf ; it 
was from ten to twelve feet broad, and about two hundred and fifty in height ; its baf’e 
W'as upon the water, and an eaflcrly wind was wafting it towards us. As fiiou aS'tlie 
negroes faw it, they rowed as hard as they could to avoid it. They w'cre belter ac- 
quainted than I with the danger to which wc inuf’c have been expol’ed, had tliis whirl- 
winii burft over us ; its ufual eflcift being to ftiile thofe it envelopes, witli licat, and 
fometimes to fet fome of their houfes on fire ; an J they knew f’everal iiiftauces of 
people who had loft their lives by the like accident. 'I’hey were fo fortunate as to 
leave this dangerous phrenomcnon upwards of eighteen fathoms behind the fhallop; and 
they congratulated each other upon having fo luckily efcaped a torrent of fire, which 
by day-light appeared only as a thick fmoke. The heat thereof, though at the dillance of 
above a hundred feet, was very ftrong, fo as to make my clothes fmoke, though it had 
not time to dry them. The atmofphere had then 25 degrees of heat ; and 1 believe 
that the column of fmoke muft at leaft have had fifty, to render the humidity fenfible 
to us. It left behind it a very ftrong fmell, more nitrous than fulphureous, which 
annoyed us a long time, and the firft impreflion was made by a light ftimulation in 
the noftrils. This occafioned fome to fneeze, but in me it produced a heaviiiefs and 
difficulty of refpiration. 

In the month of March, in the year 1751, I began to take the plan of the neigh- 
bourhood of the ifland of Senegal. I’he eighth, I fet out in my pirogue^ with my 
fvvo cubdluls, (the name ufually given to the negro fifliermcn) intending to make a 
tour round the ifland of Sor by water, as I was well acquainted with the inland parts. 

1 therefore w'ent up the Niger, keeping clofe along the ifland up to its northern point, 
in order to enter the marigot of Kautai, which wafhes its eaftern fhore, and to trace 
its courfe. As fbon as I entered it, I thought myfelf rather in a fifh-pond, than in a 
river from fifteen to twenty fathoms broad greatly did (t abound with fiffi. It was a 
pleafure to fail along' a flream as tranfparent and fmoofh as glafs, while the banks 
were planted with very high maiYgroves, which aflbrded a verdant Ihade above the 
Ipace of a league. The fifh bounced and leaped on every fide of us ; but what was 
moft extraordinary, Wiiercfver we pafled, fome of them were continually leapin'^ into 
the boat. The largeft, as the beft jumpers, pafled over us ; but almoft all the middling 
ones fell in. As their motions in whirling about did not feem natural or voluntary, I 

examined 
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exalnined into them, in order to difcover their caufe ; and I found, moflr of them hid 
received the impreffion of teeth on fome parts of their bodies ; from whence I con- 
cluded, that they had been purfued by the larger filh that wanted to prey upon them. 
For two hours that I kept failing along this marigot, I reckoned two hundred and thirty 
fifhes called carpets*^ which were catched in this manner without any other arti'ice. 
This was a moderate fifhing to my Negroes ; as they were cuhahts, that is, fiQierraen 
by trade, they did not feem to he much furprized at it : nay, they told me, that when they 
filhed for the large fifli with the line or rod, they let their pirogue go down the cur- 
rent of thefe little rivers, and frequently dcjiended more on the fiiull fifh that were 
taken in this manner, than on the chance of the large ones. 

Never had cormorants, duckers, and falcon-fifhcr' , liner fport ; and indeed all the 
mangroves were covered with them. The falcon-filher, which t!ie JulolFs cal) Ijy the 
name of nguiarkol, and the French by that of nunctic^ is a bird aboiii tin bignefs of 
a goofc, with brown feathers, except the head, ;i,ck, bread, and tail, which are a 
beautiful white. It has a Itrong hooked bill like an eagle, with lharp talons, incur- 
vated in a femicircular form, which it ufes moll dexteroully iii fiOiing. It generally 
perches on tre .s near the water ; where, as foon as it fees a filh draw near the furface, 
it darts upon and feizes it with its talons. I killed one of them, which made my 
negroes look upon me with a very bad eye, becaui'e they fear and reverence this bird; 
they even carry their fuperlliiion fa far, as to place it among the number ol their 
tnaraboits, that is, of their prielts, whom they look iqxm as perfons facred and divine. 
Yet they were appealed, when they law, I had got them a filli of above lour pounds, 
which this pretended marabou had carried to the bunk of the river, in order to fealt upbn it. 

There happeneti to me another adventure, of much the fame nature, on the a 2 d 
of April, at the village of Sor, I was fitting on a mat in the middle of a court yard, 
with* the governor of the village, and his whole family ; when a viper of the mif- 
chitvous kind, alter winding round the company, was drawing near to me. Ihis 
familiarity I did not at ail relifh ; • nd, to prevent any accident, I thought proper to 
kill it dirtclly, with a flick 1 had in my hand. Inlhuitly, the wlude company llarting 
up, made loud outcries, as if 1 had committed murder ; and they all flew away, fo 
that the place was foon dclerted. As the alfair grew ferious, and the report thereof 
was fpread over the village, I laid hold of this opportunity, now that I was by myfelf, 
to put the viper into my handkerchief, and to hide it in my waillcout pocket. This 
was the bell method to make lure of this animal, which is fo diOicult to be had in that 
country ; and at the fame time the way to calm their minds, by removing it out of 
figlit. 1 was not very .fafe upon that fpot ; and, perhaps ihey would have done me 
foinc mifehief ; but the luallcr of the village, a man of gootl fealc, in whole houfe 
this whole affair had palfevl, foon relledcd tiiat both his honour ano interdl called up«n 
him to quiet the tumult, and to lileiice the report. This he did effecdually by meang 
of his authority as governor ; though his prudent conducl, and his charadcr as marabou^ 
were of no linall aflillance to him. This fpecimen Ihews how zealoufly the negroes 
are attached to their religion, and to their luperllitious obfervanccs. They do not look 
upon ferpents as deities, yel they refped them enough not to kill them : they let them 
grow and multiply in their huts, though thefe animals Ircqucthly eat their chickens, 
at»d dare to lie, as it were, with themfelves. Trite it is, they feldom hurt any body; 
they ,mufl be either attacked, or wounded, or trod upon, before they will be pro- 
voked to bite. 

* A fort of filh like a carp, but (horter. 
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fM'he 7th ^of May, I fell doiVn the Niger, in order to vifit the marigot ofe Del, 
V’hich is ncft very far from its mouth. The wind was favourable ; and my negroes, 
to avoid the trouble of rowing, put up their fail. A pirogue only thirty feet in length 
could not want a very large fail ; and indeed they were not much at a lofs to find one. 
A negro eredted a pole of about ten feet, in the fore part of the boat, and then fet another 
fmall one acrofs the top of it, whereon he hung his paa 7 t. Thefe paans are very ufeful : their 
lhape is fuch, that you may occafionally make them ferve for a fail, a fheet, a bed covering, 
a cloak, a petticoat, or a falh. I cannot compare the figure of this fail to any thing better 
than that of a banner or fiandard, with the two lower ends fafiened to each fide of 
pirogue. The negro who was upon the poop, ftcered with his paddle; while the 
other managed the fail, and turned it to the wind. With this feeble aid, I advanced 
near two leagues in lefs than an hour’s time, and arrived al the entrance of the marigot 
of Del. Juft where it difeharges itfelf into the Niger, it is Itopped up by a bar of land, 
where the river is fometimes fo rough, when a north wind blow\s, as to hinder the 
large pirogues from entering. My people concerted their matters fo well, that they 
got over the difficulty, and, after conduding me through all the windings of the 
marigot, they landed me at the village of Del, which w^as built on the extremity of a 
bank of ffiells, that extended near a league to the northward. It appeared remarkable, 
that this bank was entirely bare to the 'furface, and that all tin; Ihclls were of one 
fpecies of oyfters, which had heretofore lived on the mangroves of the neighbouring 
marigots, in the fame manner as I had obferved of thefe in the river Gambia. 

The fea had brought into the Niger a prodigious quantity of fca poumous and veJeltes, 
which upon my return 1 had leilure to fee floating on the water. I'he former of 
thofe fiffies are known in this country by the name of f'lemifli caps, and the latter by 
that oi galeres* . Nothing can bear a nearer refemblancc; to a bladiler filled w'ith air, 
and painted a beautiful red, than the body of the galcrc. You can hardly diltiiTguilh 
any other part of it than a fringe upon the back, and eight fillets under the belly, 
that defeend downwards, to ferve, as it were, for a ballaft to the bladder which floats 
above water, and is tofled to and fro by the winds. This animal, though unfliapen aiul 
ahnoft without any fentible motion, is cauftic to fuch a degree, that, when you touch 
it, you immediately feel a pain as if you -were burnt. I took one into my hand to 
make a trial, and held it till I began to feel its eft'edt : this appeared externally by a 
little rednefs, followed by a pricking and an inflammation, whicli ditl not ccafe till lour 
hours after. The pain was communicated to all the tender parts of the body, as to 
the face, and efpecially to the eye-brcAvs, by avery flender contact of the hand inflamed- 

The remarks I had made for fome years, with great attention, and with particular 
views, in regard to the heats of the country, appeared to me important enough to be 
ailarged, in fuch a manner as to render them fufceptible of comparifon. 1 refolvcd 
xihereforc to obferve, during the hotteft days in the year, the degrees marked by 
M. de Reaumur thermometer, when expofed to the open air ; and thofe which a 
fccopd iriftrument of the^like nature would mark, during the fame time, in the lands 
expofed to the fun. M. Jndriot, who, befides being extremely well Ikilled in natural 
philofophy, is a very accurate obferver, was of great affiftapee to me on this occalion ; 
for he was fo ^ood as to be at equal trouble with me, whenever I wanted a perfon to 
make experiments in one place correfpondent to thofe 1 was performing in another. 
Such was the tribute wc mutually paid to the fricndlhip, which had fo clofely united us 
ever fince our youth. 

* Urtica marina fouita purpurea, oMonga. cirrhis longiflimii. Sloan, Jam, Vol. i . pag. 7. Tab. 4 . Fig. 5» 
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I pitched upon the 4th of July, to make one of thofo important obfemtions om 
the ifland of SenegaK The fun was then difliant from our zenith, no more than feveii 
degrees north, fo that it might be looked upon as vertical towards noon-day. The 
Savanna which extends weft of the fort St. Lewis, like a great plain, level with the 
neighbouring fea, and expofed to the winds on all fidcs, efpecially to the weft, which 
blew that day, afforded me the beft place I could defire for my purpofe, becaufe it has 
no flielter. A little fand-Iiill about four feet high, that flood very conveniently in the 
middle of the plain, was the fpot on which I fet an exact thermometer before the fan, 
fixing the ball in the fund. 1 placed it towards ten o’clock iri the morning, and there 
it fluid till three in rlic afternoon. During this whole rime, I obferved the degrees of 
afeenfion in the liquor of the thermometer every fiv< minutes. M. Andriot kept an 
account thereof, under a fniall fhed of ftraw, whither I retired from time to fmie, to 
fkreen myfelf from tlie rays of the fun, which made my head very dizzy. He (laid to 
watch this inftrument, and to malce his oblervafions, while I went to the fort, in order 
to confult another thermometer, which I held continually fufpended in the open air, 
in the fliade eighteen feet from the ground, to avoid the refleflion of heat. This 
marked 30 degrees for the heat of the open air, in the coldeft expofition of the ifland, 
while the other marked the heat of the fund at 60 degrees ' . I had put three eggs 
into the ground, and covered them with fund, where I left them about three hours, 
in order to know for certain what effeft this heat would produce upon them : 1 per- 
ceived they were not hard, but the white ftuck a little round the fhell ; and they were 
fit for eating : accordingly w'e dined upon them, and found them very good. There is 
reafoii to believe that, if tlie tube of the thermometer had been long enough to give 
more room for the liquor to play, it would have afeended a great deal higher than 60 
degrees as 1 j)crccivtd afterwards, upon repeating thefe oblervafions with other 
thermometers graduated up to boiling water. I fhall not defcant any further on thefe 
experiments ; it will fuflice at prefent to have only hinted at them, as I intend to enter 
into a more minute detail, in my tr Jtife of obfervations on natural hiftory. 

The iiimn of Senteuiber, there arofe in the night a violent call wfind, wliich brought 
on a very heavy rain, attended with fuch quick flafhes of lightnin<T, that they feemed 
to bo one continued corufeation. 'I’he thunder burll at the fame time in two diifereut 
places in the ifland of Senegal ; one was the niaft of a vefl'el ; the other the hofpital ; 
within two hundred fathoms of one another on the fame bank of the Niger. That 
which fell on the holpiial, did no other harm than breaking two weather-cocks on the 
fame pavillion, knocking a tew tiles oft' the top of the houie, fplitting fevcral of the 
rafters, and burfting three Hones on the floor, where it fpent itfeU on the lime, without 
hurting any of tire lick that wctc very near. There was fomething more remarkable 
in what happened to the malt of the fliip, which was about hrty feet high, anA 
done all over with pitch and tar. The thunder furrowed it two inches deep, but un- 
equally, from one end to the other, without touching the iron work, the tackling, or 
any of the pitched cordage with which it was furrouiidcd ; and it fpent ufcll on, the 
quarter-deck, which was covered with a large tarpawling of thick canvafs, alfo done 
over with pitch'and tar. It I'cems as if the rofin broke the violence of the thunder, 
and diverted it another way.* it is well known, that the outlidcs of thdfe veflels are 
well fecured with pitch and tar, fo that their external furface may be confidered as 
one cqntinutd lay of rolin. A negro, who had been entrnlteu with the care of the 
fhip that night, having laid himfelf down to fleep in the back cabin, felt a fudden 
fliock, of which there remained ver^ llropg impreflions the next day, in every part ol 
his body. 1 leave it to philofophers, curious about this fort of phaenomena, to judge 
• 402 whether 
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wittther there can 6c a greater analogy between the ordinary elFeas of elcfbicity, *nd 
thofe produced on this occafion by thunder. 

The waters of the Niger were fo fwellcd with this ftorm of rain, and rufhed on with 
fuch precipitation, that they loofened, four or five leagues from thence, a little flip of land 
which floated along with the flreani. The next morning it was feen like another Delos, 
following the current of die Niger, and fleering its conrfe towards the fea. Its agree- 
able verdure, and the beautiful difiiofiiion of the trees with which it was covered, gave 
it the air of an enchanted ifland, and railed a defirc in the inhabitants of Senegal to get 
it into their pofl'ellion. Immediate'! y a boat was font, and overtook it ; the failors faftened 
fevcral ropes to the trees, and obliged it, in fpirc of all the refilhmce it could make, to 
join the fands of Setiegal. The whole village flocked to fee this curious fpedacle ; 
never had they beheld lo delightful an iflnnd : tliey all leemed eager to go upon it, but 
were afraid of its roots, which they took for Arpcnts.^ 1 metifured it, and Kiund it but 
four fathoms diameter : it was round, and bore only a fpinous flirub ten feet high, to 
which the negroes give the name of Inikiir*. Its Dots were extremely clofe and inter- 
twifled one within the other : they hchl but very little clay together, wdiich the water 
could not wafh away. 'J'he wood of tliis plant is a vafl deal lighter than cork : the 
inhabitants of the country make ufe of it in fifliing, when tiiey want to fwini over the 
river, where it happens to be too broad. 

The negroes are all excellent fwiinmers ; and nothing can be a flronger proof of this, 
than the intrepidity, with which they expofe themfelves on die bar. 'i'hc twciuy-fiith of 
the fame month, I was on the f-a Ihore, bufud in obierving the licight of the eqiii- 
nodial tides, when a French vcfl'el arrived oppofue to the f irt of Senegal. The fltip’s 
boat advanced tow'ards the bar; aiid there w'aitcd till fumchody from fliore c.ame to 
fee what difpatches it brought, d'he negro, who wa*. u'ed to this bufiiul's, jumped 
into the water to fetch the letters, though there was a greater fwcll tlian ufual, becaule 
the tides rofe to a higher pitch. 'J'o bthold the violent agitation of the fea, the billows 
riling above ten feet, and then falling like fo many fhcets of wniter, with prodigious node 
and weight, one would never imagitie that he could pofiibly funnount them: yet he 
pafl'ed them all, riding upon the backs of foine, and plunging under others, where he 
ietmcif to be buried, till at length he liappilv got on fhore, with the diipatches com- 
mitted to his care. Neither is the I'ea the objett mofl to be dreaded during thivS palTage ; 
there are fuch terrible rcqukns on the bar, that they oftentimes devour the divers. No 
doubt but it w'as owing to fome -accident of this kind, that a negro difappeared this very 
month, and was never more heard of. 

I'he next day we catched a lifh in the river, that has very little relation to any of 
the known inhabitants of the liquid element. Its body is round, without fcales, and 
fmooth as an eel, but much thicker in jiroportion to its length, 'i'he negroes call it 
ouaniear, and the French irctnblcur, or quakcTy from the eflcfi it produces, which is not 
a numbnefs like that arifingfroni the cramp-fifh, but a very paiiiful trembling in the limbs 
of diofe who touch it. This effedf did not appear to differ fenfibly from the elefl.rical 
motion of the Leyden experiment, which 1 hitd felt feveral times : and it is communicated 
in the fame manner by fimpic contact, with a flick or i^on rod five or fix feet long ; 
fo as to makfc you inllantly drop whatever you hold in your hand. 1 have ivied this 
experiment feveral times, as well a*s that of eating of this fifh, which, though very well 
tailed, is not equally proper for all conflitutions. 

The ifland of Senegal, as 1 have feveral times obfeived, is no more than a naked 
land-bank, which produces but a few herbs,^ and, Avhofe inlufficient and improper tp 
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feed the Company's flocks. This has obliged them to look out tor a place, whereihc 
cattle might find pafture, and fccurity againfl the depredations of the Moors and the 
negroes* I’htfe advantages are in fome meafure found on a pretty large ifland, called 
Grid, within two leagues north of SenegaL The convcniency of getting to thij^ place 
by means of a finall river of the fame name, and the agreeable defci iption 1 had heard 
ofit, induced me to take a trip rhlther for a few days. 1 fet out the 2 d of October, 
by the fame canal which is parallel to the principal b»'aiich cf the Niger, and fcpc^rated 
all along from the fea, only by a narrow neck of fanJ, about a hundred fathoms at 
moll: in breadth. It was covered with pelicans, cr wide-throats, which moved with 
great (late, like fwans upon the water. Without df u t, thefe are the largcfl birds in 
the country, next to the oftrich. I killed one, whv ic wings, mcafuring from one end 
to the other, were above ten feet wide. Its bill w.is upwards of a fooa a-'- a I..*if long ; 
and the bag, ladened underneath, held near two and twenty pints of w*.ter. d his bag is 
not only foi fidiing ; but is like a kind of calling net, wliirh nature hat h given thofe birds, 
to facili cUe t!ie means of providing for their wants. It could not be giv^n to any 
animal that ktiows how to make belter ufe of it, 1 )r they may be laid to fifh in per- 
feflioii. They generally fwim in flocks in deep water, and form at firlt a large circle, 
but contract it ailerwards, by drawing near to one another gradually, in order to bring 
tl)e fidi along with them, which the morion of their feet has confined wnthin that fpace ; 
and as foon as they fee a fufllcient number of them together, they plunge their bill wide 
open ijito the water, and (hut it again as qirck as a fifherman calls and draws his net. 
In order ro empiy their bag of the water with which it is filled, they only lean their 
bill on one liJe, and epen it gently ; then the water runs out, and leaves the filhes dry, 
which they eat very quietly on (hore. 

When vve were within a quarter of a league of the ifland of Griel, we thought we 
faw a beautitul avenue of trees, which prefents itfr.lf fideways : their fymmeiry would 
even make one imagine, that they were phuited on purpofe to form a delightful villa j 
yet they w^erc only calabaflies, f)V • by the hands of nature, and eafily knowij by their 
make and fize. Txcept thefe trees, of which there is a great number on this point, and 
a few inangnwes, there are hardly any others on the illand. T^ie meadow is on this 
fame fide, on a red fand-hiil, which is fown here and there with a few Ihtubs, and 
efpecially w ih titliymals, whofe white flowers aie agreeably intermixed wiili the lively 
colours of the fuperb lily* by which they are topped. '1 be reft of the ifland is a fmoqth 
even plain, the greateft part of which is laid under water during the rainy fca Ton : 
it is uncovered in the wimer by draining tlic waters into a finall rivulet, which feems to 
form a little ifle in the larger iflaiid of Griel. This part balances the good quidities of 
the other ; lor it produces only two forts of pianist, of whicli the cattle do iiot fceia 
to be very fond. * 

After palling the rivulet that feparates thelittlcifle fr®m the larger illand ofGriel, I found 
towards die north the village of Dounn on a rcddifli land, the ground fomew at higher 
and furprizingly fruitful. Proceeding ftill further north, I came to the village of Ngyiiago, 
from whence I perceived, at the diflance of a league to the p;ght, the village ol I'orkrod, 
which is feparated from theh^e all the way by ainorafs. As this niorafs is full of water and 
reeds, it abounds with aquatic birds, fuch as curlews, woodcocks, feals, and wild 
ducks. The latter are of a finall fize, and a^lltile diiTercnt from our European 
wild duck : there is fuch plenty or them in this ncighb.mrhood, as to cover 
a very large trad of ground : they fliew theinfllves by tiiounuids, and you kill 
, them, as it were, by thoufands. It is not uncommon to fee thirty of them 
drop at one fhot, and oftentimes twice the number. True it is, that thefe 

♦ A .lew fpecicB of mcthonlca, f The marina crifta or falicornia, and LinnaeuB^s crfjfii. Sptv. Plant, ip 
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lucfiy fliotS are relervcd for the negroes : for befides their being very good markfraen 
and their making ufe only of thofe large fowling-pieces called buccaneers, and aiming 
at thofe birds only upon level ground and in large plains, they have ftill another advan- 
tage ov«r Europeans ; they can draw near the game by means of the colour of their 
bodies, which, being black from head to foot, are confounded with the verdure of the 
field ; w hereas the white face of the Europeans, or the fraalleft; bit of a fleeve or neck- 
cloth, is perceived afar off by thofe birds, and the lead noife in the world frightetts 
them away, before you come within reach qf them. 

The negroes of this neighbourhood are obliged to lie on very high beds, in order 
to be Iheltercd from the mulketoes, of which there are great fwarms, efpecially in this 
month. Thefe beds are from five to fix feet fquare, and confift of a double texture of 
fticks laid very clofe together, and fupported by four pods, which are railed eight or nine 
feet from the ground. They mount this kind of platform by dep-ladders, fadened to 
two of the pods perpendicularly over one another. 'I'his lituation is far from being 
convenient ; for it is very diflicult to ufeend thofe ladders, mod of them being out of 
order by frequent mounting ; and one’s foot is apt to flip towards that fide which they 
incline to : yet the ticgroes climb them with great cafe. At fun-fet, the muflictoes ifluc 
forth in fwarms, and then the negroes betake themfelves to their platform, d'herethey 
fvip and fmoke, and chat for a great part of the night, after which they fleep till day 
in the open air. I had never ufed the precaution to take a tent with me ; fo that I 
lay with them and in their manner, that is, alraod naked, the great heat not permitting 
me to wear any fort of garment. The mulketoes indeed were not fo troublelbnie here 
as under cover ; ftill they fucked a good deal of blood, and every morning I had my 
face disfigured with pimples. This, however, did not hinder me from palling my nights 
very agreeably. 

Befides the amufement I received from the fables, dialogues, and witty llories, with 
which the negroes entertained eacli other alternately, according to their cuflom ; I 
was ravilhed with beholding a Iky ever blue and ferene, and befpangled with liars 
that flione forth with the brightell luftre. Raifed on this platform as on a fijiall 
obfervatory, open on all fides, 1 could cafily accompany thofe luminaries with my eye 
in their common revolution from call to well. Oftentimes, 1 did not lofe light of the 
upper edge of the difle of the fun and of the larger liars, till they plunged under the 
horizon of the ocean ; and it was not uncommon for me, to pay the fame attendance 
upon foine liars, much below the fccond magnitude ; though they could not be dif- 
cerned after their rife, till towards the third or fourth degree of their afcenfion above the 
horizon, by rcafon of the vapours, winch are more frequent upon land. 

'Ehe negroes likewife pointed to me a confiderable number of the flars, that form 
th'fe chief conflellations, as Leo, Scorpio, Aquile, Pegafus, prion, Sirius, Procyon, 
Spica, Canopus, befides mofl of the planets, wherewith they were well acquainted. Nay, 
they w^ent fo far, as to diltinguifli the fciniillations of the flars, which at that time 
begaK to be vifible to the eye- It is amazing, that Inch a rude and illiterate people 
fhould reafon fo pertinently, in regard to thofe heavenly bodies ; for there is no man- 
ner of doubt but that,^ witlt proper inllrunients and a good will, they would become 
excellent aftro'nomers ; by reafon t^at they live in a climate that enjoys a clear Iky, 
almoll the year round ; and, as they fpend their time out of dc^rs, they have all man- 
ner ot coirvcniencies for examining, every moment, into wiat palles in the ftarry 
regions. 

A few days after my return to the ifland of Senegal, the north part of the village, 
was burnt down to the. ground. The reader may eafily imagine what havock the flames, 
cfprcially when fanned by a very llrong north-eull wind, mufl have made ainon j a 
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parcel offtraw huts, that flood extremely clofe to each other, and had bee^n dried' by 
the heat of the fun. ^ In vain did the marabous climb on the top of the c Jttages, and 
fpit into the blaze j in vain did they mumble over their prayers, and aft a thoufand 
ridiculous mummeries ; not one of the huts, over which they performed thofe charms, 
efcaped : neither was the fury of the flames affuaged, till the inhabitants, finding the 
inutility of thofe fuperftitious incantations, beftirred themfelves with all their might, in 
throwing water and fand to extinguifli the fire. The day following, they endeavoured to 
repair their lofs ; new cottages were raifed cm the fame fpot ; and in a few days there w'erc 
no yeftiges remaining of the damage done by this conflagration. So common are thefe 
accidents in this country, that T remember fomc year , wherein not a month, nayfome- 
times not above a week or a fortnight elapfed, witout one hut or another talcing fire : 
and fometimes it fpreads with fuch fury, that in the Ipace of five year , one half of 
the village of Senegal, extending very near four hundred fathoms, was twice burnt 
down to the ground, in lefs than four and twenty hours. The caufe of thefe misfortunes 
is frequently unknown, for they commonly happen in the day-time, during the mofl 
fcorching heats of the fun ; and the negroes are fo ufed to them, that they feldom lofe 
either their lives or effedls, fo that they expedt them continually, without living under 
any great apprehenfion. 

'I'he ifland of Sor is divided into two unequal parts by a fmall marigot, the mouth of 
which is oppofite to the fort on the ifland of Senegal. I entered it the firft time, in my 
pirogue, the 8th of December. This rivulet is fo narrow, that the branches of the 
mangroves on each fide join together, and form a kind of ifle or covered alley, which 
extends alinoft a quarter of a league in length. 1 paid dearly for the fervice thofe trees 
did me, in flieltcring me from the heat of the fun ; for in an inftant I was attacked by 
a prodigious fwarm of inufketoes, and large flies *, whole flings are as painful as thofe 
of bees. My negroes, being naked, fufl'ered infinitely more than I ; their bodies were 
covered with thefe infecls in fuch a 'uanner, that they made fcveral rows clofe upon one 
another. I really believe fuch a jj)edlac!c was never fecn before ; and that all thefe 
ftingiiigs drained them of as much blood, as they w^ould have loft by a copious bleed- 
ing. This canal mult ha\c been the great thoroughfare for the muiketoes coming from 
the bottom of the w'ood, which icems to be the general magazine of the country, from 
whence they iffue out in I'warms, and fproad themfelves among the villages and other 
places inhabited by man or bead. 

Were it not for the above inconvcniency, this rivulet would be the fineft place in the 
world for a trip on the water. 'I'he breadth rif it is from two to four fathoms j with as 
many, and fometimes more in depth. It is frequented by a great number of birds," 
all excelling each other in beauty; and efpccially by I'evcral fpecies of the king-fifhqy, 
whofe plumage is agreeably depiclcd with variety of the inoft lively colours. There 
you hear alfo a continual warbling of birds, with > epeated echoes from the many trunks 
of trees, with which the hanks are lined. 'I'he two extremilies thereof are flopped up 
with a fhoal, which admits of none but pirogues to enter; yet taking the opportfinity 
of the tide, fhallops might be font up it by the marigot of Kantai, to cut down a confi- 
derablo quantity of luangroyes, mofl of which arc from twelve 'to fifteen, inches in dia- 
meter, and might be of excellent life for timber to build houfes. 'i'he bank at the caft 
end of the rivulet is a llimV l.mJ, which is bare at low water. V'hcn I pafled that way, 
half a dozen crocodiles lay fh etched out before the fun, inimove: ble, like lb many pieces 
of log- wood, on the ground. Whenever the negroes come n ear ..his place, they are fure 
fo find thefe animals hi re ; anil thence it is that they call^this rivulet the marigot of the 
diaftks, which, in their language, figniftes the rivulet of the crocodiles. 

’ * Tab^nus ; the gad-fly. 


To 



^ 4^6 ADAWSON’s voyage to SENEGAL} &C. 

the ‘ 'jght of this fhoal, 1 entered the marigef of Kantai, where the ""negfoes were 
at that timS very bufy in fifliing for the lamantin, or fea-cow. This fifli, which has 
been mentioned by all voyagers, and which many have defcribed without being well ac* 
quiftintM with it, and which probably gave rife to the fable of the mermaids, deferves fo 
particular a defcription, that I (hall be excufed from faying any thing more about it in 
this compendious narrative. There does not pafs a year in which the negro inhabi- 
tants of this neighbourhood, who have referved the fifhery to themfelves, exclulive of 
all others, do not catch half a dozen, the greateft part of which they fell to the fort of 
Senegal. It is caught only in December and January, which are the moft favourable 
months. The flefh of it is fine eating ; being of the colour of veal or pork, and in taftc 
partaking of both ; but it feldom is fo tender. 

Afcending the Niger, as wc came out of the marigots of Kantai and Guaira, I faw 
along the coaft cf Barbary the feveral gutters, which the fea had made the day before 
by dafhing with fuch violence againft the fands. It was Hill high enough to pour its 
waters into the river ; and what is very remarkable, in regard to this eflefl of a fwelling 
fea, is, its having appeared feveral years fucceffivciy during the winter foKlice, and not 
in the equinoxes, as if the tides were ftronger in that feafon of the year than in this. 

Notwith (landing that I made all the hafte I could, yet I did not get back to the point 
of the ifland of Senegal till fix in the evening ; and when 1 reached the fort, it was 
night. For in thofe countries, where the nights and days are ahnoft equal the year 
round, they have but very little twilight, and there is not the diflerenee of a quarter 
of an hour between fun-fet and darknefs : fo that, as foon as it is ten or filteen degrees 
below the horizon, an opake gloom fpreads itlelf over the furface of the earth, and k 
is then as dark as midnight. 

Pleafed with what I had learned by a conflant navigation for feveral months fucceflively 
in all the fmall rivers of the neighbourhood of the ille of Sor, I was not willing to lofe 
the opportunity of feeing their method of tillage, which was to be in the beginning of 
the month of June the next year, in that ifland. Early in the morning, the 8th of 
June, all the inhabitants attended the lord of the village into the field, fingiiig and 
.dancing as on a great feftival : fome carried their tabor and pipe ; others had no other 
tool or inftrument than a fmall fpade helved with a (lick, which was bent in tlie middle, 
and long enough to prevent their being obliged to (loop to work. After they had all 
danced a few minutes oir the veiy Ipot, the latter, without interrupting the cadence, 
began to throw up the ground with their fpades, in order to root out the weeds. 
During this operation they accorded fo well with the found and mcafure of the inrtru- 
ments in their motions and linging, that you would have concluded all thofe hufliand- 
jnen to be profelTed dancers and fingers. It was plcafuig to fee how they tolfed their 
arms and legs, and into what contorfions they threw themlclves with an air of content, 
according as the found of the tabor was more or Itfs quick, and as the gw/va/j gave 
more life to their fmging. They were not to leave o(F working till night; in two days 
the/ were to refume their work again: and then their talk confilts in digging with the 
fame fpade a few holes, into which they throw a few grains of millet, over which 
they immediately fpread the earth with their feet. When /his is’done, they rely upon 
the rains for every thing elfe, and ,<^hey are excufed from all kind of labour till harveft 
time. Their lougans, for fuch is the name they have given tov^heir ploughed lands, arc 
generally inclofed with, a hedge of thorns, or a kind of tithymallus, or herb fpurge, which 
is never very large, nor tall. '1 he bark of it is fo white as to rei'der it remarkable 
above all other fees. It grows very fall after the manner of all foft wood, and when 
cut, it (beds a large quantity of white thick liquor like milk, which flows in great 
abundance. 


When 
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Whftt thdfe hufbandmen were fet about their work, I left them\o go a i^ootin^* 
Jar as the village of Soroguiann, which is within a fmall half-league of s/r, or Sor- 
baba. I killed fome woodpeckers, partridges, larks, and a few geefe. T he geefe of 
this country, which the negroes call hitt^ have nothing pleafmg in the colour of tljeir 
feathers ; but they are remarkable for a large bunch on their head, crowned with feveral 
caruncles, which ferve for an ornament. Their fhoulders, juft on the fpot where the 
inflexion of the wing is made, are alfo armed with a horn like a prickle, near an. inch 
in length ; and they ufe it very dexteroufly againft birds of prey that want to attack 
them. 

My courfing was greatly improved by the difeover' I made, keeping along the bank 
of the neighbouring marigot of Sor-baba. There i.'ere freih traces impre&d in the 
fand, which I eafily found to have been made by a crocodile : this excited my ..uriofity ; 
I wanted to follow the feent, in order to find out this animal ; but after feeking for it 
in vain, I came to a place about fifty paces diftant from the rivulet, where the fand 
feemed to have been difturbed. My negroes judged that this might be the place where 
the crocodile layed its eggs ; and they were not miftaken : for, after digging about 
half a foot, they found thirty eggs, which they carried away, intending to make good 
cheer with them. They were hardly larger than gool'e eggs, but call a fmall feent of 
muJk, which would doubtlefs have been very agreeable to thofe who like that fmell, 

I had been now upwards of three years in the country without having had any op- 
portunity of feeing the lime-kiln. This is a place fo called from the lime made of Hiells, 
of which there is prodigious plenty in that neighbourhood. As it is on the bank of a* 
fmall river which communicates with the Niger, the paflage to it, from the iflaiid of 
Senegal, is cafy by water. I arrived there the 20th of Auguft, on board a veffel which 
was going to load with lime. This is one of the moft delicious countries upon earth, 
being diverfified with large plains, agreeable valleys, c.\cellent pafturage at all times 
for black and for fmall cattle, and with little rivers, the banks of which are covered 
with mangroves and other trees in ^ erpetual verdure. The chief of thofe rivers bears 
the name of the l.me-marigot : it is large, and very full of fifli, abounding cfpecially with 
fine eels, carp* and macheirans. The latter is very good fiJh, aad. extremely fat ; but if 
is dangerous while alive, being armed on the two fins of each fide, and on that of the 
back, with a very Jharp dart, wherewith it wounds thofe who attempt to catch it. 
Thefe wounds are venomous, and difficult to cure. 

Going alhore on the fouth fide of this marigot, I found myfelf on a bank of fliells, 
where a number of lime-kilns had been dug very near the fea-fide. This bank, though 
bare of earth, was covered with a very thick wood ; there were even fome calabafh-trees# 
of above three feet diameter. I kept walking among the Jliells as far as the village 
called Montel, which is more than half a league from thence fouihward ; and I cante 
back another way, in order to difeover the breadth of it. What diverted me ntoft in 
in this expedition was, to fee the manner in which one of my negroes killed a crocodile 
feven feet long. Having fpied this animal afleep among brambles, at the foot- of a* tree 
that grew near the bank of a, river, he approached fo foftly as not to awake him, and then 
ftruck him very dexteroufly with his knife in that pan 0^ the neck where thet;e are no 
bones nor fcales, and pierced him nearly quite through. The animal, , mortally 
wounded, and curling hhnfelf, though with fome difficulty, hit the negro on the legs 
with the end‘of his tail ; and fuch was the violence of the. blow, that he laid him flat 
upon the ground. The latter, without letting go his hold, ro'e up again immediately ; 
and, that he might have nothing to fear from the crocodile’s devouring jaw, he en- 
wrapped it with a paan, while his comrade held the tail, and I got upon his body in 
order to keep lu^down. Then the negro drew out his knife again, and cut olF the 
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hea<f quit\ clean from the body. This expedition was foon over. The negroes did all 
they coula to dr.ig the body of the crocodile as far as the veffel, for it was too heavy 
for them to' carry ; but finding their endeavours inefftflual, they got it into a boat in 
order to put it ^oa board. By this exploit my negro acquired high applaufe from all 
the lapiots of the veffel, and from the neighbouring inhabitants, who had been long ac- 
quainted with his dexterity in hunting the crocodile. They did honour to their prey ; 
for that very evening they ale feveral flices of it. I tailed fome, which to me did not 
appear to have fo ftrong a Icent of mulk, as it is generally faid to have, and I found it 
tolerable good eating. 

The day following I made an excurfion on the other fide the lime-marigot^ and was 
not a little furprifed to find a great number of hills of red fand upwards of thirty feet 
high. The wc5 ?/.r, dctiiars, and feveral other fiuit-trecs, gave undoubted proofs 
of the fecundity of this foil: I faw cantelcoRs on every flirub ; and when they were 
touched, they changed from a green colour into black. They had fine fport at 
that time in hunting of grafshoppers, with which the eartli was in fomc meafurc 
covered ; for it is a miftake to imagine that ifiis animal does not cat. Let not its meagre 
body impofe on us : as many as 1 iound, had their llomachs filled with butterflies, and 
efpecially with grafshoppers ; whicii fhews iliat they ilo not fafl: fo rigidly as the vulgar 
formerly imagined : but this is not the only error from wliich they ought to be fet free. 

To i-eturn to the banks of oyfler-lliells which cover tlie lime-fields upwards of half a 
league ; the negroes have alfo their prejudices. Some of them tell us, that this bank 
■was the work of monkeys in former ages ; and that thefe animals, being then more 
numerous than they arc at prefent, ate up thofe oyfttrs. Others will have them to be 
the fhclis of oyltcrs which their forefathers fmoak- dried, as they thcmfelves ufed to do 
not a great many years ago, when the mangroves of this river furniflied them with 
wood, as thofe of the river Gambia do to this very day. I'he French, who have exa- 
mined thefe banks, and heard the reafonings of the negroes in regard to their formation, 
are of the latter opinion. But even were we to grant Ipoth thefe points, ftill they will 
be puzzled to account how thefe fliells fliould be arranged thus in the regular manner 
we find them, without any intermixture. Befidcs, the quantity of oyfters that could 
be Ihelled and dried in a day, is fo very fnull in comparifon to the inunenfe heap of 
ihells in quefliion, and would fuppofe fuch a feries of ages to form this bank, that the 
thing lofeth all pi-obability in the fupputation. Wiilmui baviiig recourfe to fuch pre- 
carious proofs, in order to explain in what manner this and fuch other heaps of fhclis 
have been formed, we have only to refle£t on what paffcih in tlie river Gambia, where 
'the oyfters gonfiderably multiply on the roots of mangroves, and in feveral parts have 
formed many high banks of fhclis : and wcfliall have rcafon fo believe, that thefe fpots 
ware formerly the beds of rivers, where the oyfters allb lived on mangroves ; tliat thefe 
bads fucceflively changed place, and that the fea retiring left thefe banks bare, and 
upon a level, eight or ten feet above its furfacc. 

^ Th^e 23 ^ ^ returned to the ifland of Senegal in my pirogue : tliough it was very 
light and tottering, yet 1 chofe rather to make ufe of it, than to wair for the cori- 
veniency of the veflcl that had brought me from thence.* My negroes ftrove who 
fhould fwim the faftell, {ind re-condutted me, in lefs than t^o hours, two leagues and 
a half, which is the diftance from thrf lime-kiln to the ifland of Senegal. Notwiihftand- 
ing the roughnefs of the water, and a ftrong gull of wind which blew from the eaft 
as we got out of the Pidrigot ; yet not a fingle wave broke In upon us, nor did we 
perceive the lead fprinkling, becaufe we were flieltereci under the mangroves. The ■ 
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wind was now quite down, and there were only a few large waves here/ And there 
when a pirogue put olF to crofs the river : the pirogue was fmall, and had y ree men in 
it ; two of them rowed with a paddle, during which exercife they fung a kind of fong, 
the burden of which I heard at a great diftance, and it wds not difa^reeable. The 
negro, who fteered with his paddle, was probably in the fault ; or elfe he who was 
employed in the middle to empty ihe water which entered the pirogue, mull have 
inclined too much on one fide, and deftroyed its equilibrium ; or, whatever other caufe 
it might be, the boat ovcifet, with fhe.negroes in it. Though they were very a^ive 
fellows, they had all the difficulty in the v/orld to fet it right again ; yet, at length, by 
pufhing it backwards anil forwards, and ftill continui-' , co fwitn, they emptied the water 
but of it, and got into it once more. In any other circumflancc it v/ould have been a 
diverfion to fee their manner of acting, as well as tlic tlexterity and flreugrh with which 
they extricated themfclvcs out of danger; and it maybe faiJ, that they fucceeded 
extremely well. This accident i:; not uncommon ; but as they are all excellent 
fwimmers, there is no inftaiicc that any of them ever pcrillied. 

Towards the middle of ilie next inomh, 1 had a prefent made me of a young fer- 
pent of the gigantic fpecics. This prefent gave me great pleafure, becaufe it was the 
firll of the kind tlnit I Iiad I'ecu ; and I have (till preferved the fkin of it entire in my 
cabinet. It had been lately caught in the marigot of the illand of Senegal, and was yet 
quite alive. The length of it was three feet and foniewhat more : its colour was a 
yellow livid ground, wiih a large blackifh band all along its back, on which were 
feattered a few yellow irregular fpots. There was a gloflinefs over its whole body, 
which gave it a fmoolh polifli as if it was varniflicd. Its head was neither flat nor 
triangular like that of a viper, but round and fomewhat long. This ferpent, fmall as 
it was, gave me a fiifficient idea to diftinguifli it from all the other fpecies ; yet it was 
only an imperfeft leprefentation of the large ones, of which I flrould never have 
formed an adequate notion, if a little while after they had not brought me, at different 
limes, two of a middling fize, the laigeft of which was twenty-two feet and a few inches 
long, and eight mclics broad. The colour of its (kin was a dark grey, with a few 
yellowifh lines not very apparent : the fkin, ftretched out, was irura five-and-twenty to 
fix-and-twenty inches broad. I'hcy left it with me entire, with a llice of jts flelh, the 
remainder of which was to ferve as a regale for feveral days, to the perfon who caught 
it, together with the reft of the village. The head, which was ftill to it, was of the 
fame fize as that of a crocodile from five to fix feet ; its teeth were upwards of half 
an inch long, ftrong and (harp ; and its throat was more than wide enough to Iwallovr 
a hare, or even a pretty large dog, without havin-A any occafion fo chew it. ' ^ 

By feeing thofe two ferpents, which, according to the teftimony of my negroes and, 
of all thofe who had beheld great numbers of them, were but of an indifferent fize, 
I had no longer the leaft room to doubt of the truth of what I had heard a thoafand 
times in that country, and which 1 had always looked upon as a fable. Even the 
negroes themfelves, to whom 1 was indebted for thefe, affined me, that I hai?feen 
nothing extraordinary, and.that it was not unufual to meet with fome, within a few 
leagues eaft of the illand of,Scnegal, as large and as long aS the maft of a.common fhip. 
The people of Biflao told me, they had feen fome, in their country, that were a great 
deal longer than malls, it was not difficult for me to judge, by c 'mparing their accounts 
to the ferpents I had before me, that the largeft of that fpecies, i pon a juft computation, 
muft be from forty to fifty feet long, and from one foot to on . and a half broad. 

* The manner in which this animal feeks his prey, is not let's extraordinary than his 
enormous fize. He lurks in moraffes and places not fat from the water. His tail is 
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curled tWir or three rounds of a circle, which include a circumference from five to fix 
feet diamettr, over which he rears his head with part of his body. In this attitude, 
and as it were immoveable, he throws his eyes all round, and when he perceives an 
animal within reach, he darts upon it by means of the circumvolutions of his tail, which 
have the fame effeft as a ftrong fpring. If the animal he has feized is too large to.be 
fwallowcd up entire, (as for inftance, an ox, an antelope, or a large African ram), after 
giving it a few bites with his deftruftive teeth, he cruflies and breaks its bones, either 
by icjuecziTig ir with a few twifts, or by prcllii\g it with the weight of his whole body, 
which he hides over it ; then he takes it up again into his mouth, and covers it with a 
frothy fpiitle, to render it more eafy to fwallow without chewing ; for he has this in 
coiniiion w'lth a great many more ferpents and lizards, which never chew their food^ 
but fwallow it up entire. 

This monfter, terriblcflls he may feem by his fize and ftrength, does not make the 
ravage that one would naturally imagine. He is eafily difeovered, by reafon of his 
voluminous fize, from whence arifeth the fecurity of animals weaker than himfelf. 
His body, writhed in fpiral curls, appears at a great diftance like the brink of a 
well ; and this is warning enough to travellers, and even to the cattle themfelves, 
to turn another way. We never hear that he attacks the human fpecics ; at lead, 
examples of this fort are very rare. Befides, the hunting of large animals, fuch as 
horfes, oxen, flags, and other the like quadrupeds, whole fafety depends upon their 
legs, is not very agreeable to him, either becaufe he finds it too troublefome, or it is 
not fo fure, or their flefh is not agreeable to his palate. He is much better pleafed 
with devouring other leffer ferpents, lizards, and efpecially toads and locufls, which 
feem to rife in clouds in this country, only to fatisfy his all-devouring jaws. Upon the 
whole, it may be faid of thefe ferpents, that they do more good than harm, fince they 
cleanfe the earth of an innutnetable number of noxious infeds and reptiles, which would 
otherwife oblige the inhabitants to defert thofe fruitful countries, where they are now 
fettled ; fo that it is the intereft of the negroes, to fuffer thofe monflers to live 
tmmolefled. 

But to refume the thread of my narration : The necefllty I was under of returning 
ten times to the fame places, and in different feafons, gave me an opportunity, the i zth 
of the month of Odtober, of difeovering ^ thing which was very remote from my 
thoughts. Croffing, at leafl the twentieth time, the Wood Ifland, in order to reach 
the village of Kionk, I perceived feveral fmall lilhes in moralfes formed by niin-water. 
They were all of the fame fpecies ; and, by their lively red, I knew them to be the 
'iijffer kind Ibf roaches. The rains had fubfided, and the water was beginning to dry 
up in thofe ponds; a fure fign that the filh were not long-lived. They muft have 
died very fopn, for I faw the ground two days after, when the waters were dried up. 
One would imagine, that the fpecies 'was loft for ever in regard to that particular fpot ; 
but, far from it, the next year new ones appeared, entirely like thofe of the preceding 
years. Here is a fad the more worthy of notice, as it does not appear by what means 
the filh could be conveyed to that place ; for, on the one hand, the ponds, though 
deep, have noncommunication with the waters of the Niger^ which is about three hun- 
dred fathoms from thence ; and befides, this fpecies of filh ds unknown to that river : 
ft) that it cannot be fuppofed, that any of the aquatic birds fhould bring away the eggs. 
Surely nobody will prefend to fay, that the roaches lay their eggs every year in the 
bottom of thofe ponds, w'here they are preferved during the nine months of drought, 
till the return of the rain ; becaufe the fame difficulty would Hill fubfift in regard to thd 
origin of the firft. It would be at leaft equally abfurd to imagine, that their feeds were 
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conveyed to other .places by vapours, which, as they fell down, fcattered the / 1 here and 
there into different bafons. y ' * 

I flopped on this morafs no longer than was neceffary to crofs it, becaule it was very 
late. Thence I proceeded to a fine country, where, in the midft of a prodigious quantity 
of uncommon plants, the narctfjtts ceylanicus * diftinguilhed itfelf, as well by its agreeable 
flavour, as by the whitenels of its flowers. I arrived at Kionk juft as the nighf came 
on, which the mufketocs made me pafs very difagreeably. Notwithftanding all the 
precautions which the gover lor of the village had taken to fereen me from their pur- 
i'uits, by making me lodge in one of his own huts, newly plaiftered with mud' and 
cow-dung, and filling it all night with fmoke; flill nere entered a fuflicient number 
<Sf thofe noifome infefls to drive me almolt mad. I’his, together with th.' '^.ink of 
the dung and the fmoke, infupportable to any other of the Imman fpecies out negroes, 
obliged me to decamp. I ran all over the village from hutTO hut, to look for better 
quarters. Wherever I entered, I found the beds all full : without regard to fex, age, 
kindred, or condition, they all lay promifeuoufly fide by fide, fometimes five or fix, 
and even eight in the fame bed, naked as they came out of their mother’s womb. But 
what furprized me the moft was, the profound quiet with which they flept in th6 
midft of fo thick a fmoke, that one would imagine it muft have fuffocated them. 
In ftiort, after rambling about a good deal, I bad no other refource left, than to lay 
myfelf down in the open air on two mats, extended between two fires ; and even 
here, the mufketoes made me pay very dear for a few moments of reft. 

With impatience I waited for day ; and as foon as it began to peep, the lord of th« 
village, defirous of diverting me with a walk, conduced me into his gardens. The 
whole neighbourhood was very agreeable ; the fallow grounds formed large meadows, 
checkered with mangroves and calabafh-trees, which made a delightful landfcape. At 
that time the fmall millet, which the negroes live upon, and which in their language 
they call dougoup-nioul* , Ihewed its trolden ears. The grain was almoft ripe, and drew 
an infinite number of birds, that maue a vaft havock. In. order to fcare them away, 
the inhabitants had croffed their Jougans with a great number of threads, to which 
they hung fhells, bones, and other fuch bodies, that are apt to make a noife upon 
the leaft collifion. The whole was to be put in motion by four cords, which were 
ftretched to four corners of the field, wjjerc juft’ as many women or children kept 
watch upon llieds or covered platforms, from feven to eight feet high, and each of 
them drew a cord, as foon as they faw the birds come near. Befides this noife, they 
made a loud hallooing, and kept clapping their hands. This w'atch was to continue 
till the millet was fit to cut ; yet in fpite of all their care and vigilance, they w^' 
often deceived by the feathered plunderers. Small bcngalis, black and red fparrow;!, 
and other pretty birds, which change their colour once a year, and which the French call 
fenegartSi flocked thither every morning in vaft numbers. But the moft terrible fcourge of 
all was a large fpecies of yellow and black fparrows, clouds of which fell like hail upon 
the grain ; and when they had fpread clefolation in one quarter, they flew to another. 
Let their ftay be never fo fhort, and very often before the negroes had time to' put 
their fcare-crow in motion,# thefe birds did irreparable miichief» I have, read in fome 
relation, that the ^Egyptians have no other remedy ; but either they muft fow more 
grain, or the deftruitive fparrows muft be lefs numerous in their country, finCe we do 
not hear that they occafion famines fo frequently as among our negroes. 


* NarciiTas ceylanicua, flore albo hexagono odorato. Com, Hurt, Att^, vol. l. page 75*.tab. J9’ 
t Panicum Indicum, fpica longiffima. C.B, Pin. pag. * 7 . 
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Near Inofe fields of millet there were httgans of cotton, indigo, tobacco, water- 
melons, l^nch-bcans, and other legumes, liach of them was inclofed with a hedge 
of bramblli, with which was entwined a Ipecies of wild cucumber, known in the 
country by the name of moi-moi *. This plant was loaded with a fmall fruit, which is 
of a fine coral red when it comes to full maturity ; and fome of it had been plundered 
by the ferpents, lizards, and birds. My people perceiving the fruit, gathered a good 
deal of it, which they prefented to me, after tailing of it themfelves. I had known 
it .a long time ; and had feen the people of the country eat of it often ; nay 1 had 
feveral times eat as many as a dozen, to quench my third: in the violent heats, without 
ever feeling any bad confequence, or the lead inconveniency ; but that day 1 thought 
proper to cat a much larger quantity of it. I dined towards noon with a very good 
appetite ; and I likew.'fc fupped wnliout feeling any bad fynipiom. It was not till nine 
o’clock that this fruit b(^n to operate, when I was fuddenly ftized with a fuffocating, 
or ftoppage of breath ; afteiwards it worked me as violently as any emetic I ever took 
in my life ; and this operati m lalted near eight hours. One of my negi-oes, who was 
twenty years of age, and who had eaten more plentiliilly of this fruit than 1, was ftized 
in like manner towards midiughi ; but did not get oiF fo cheap. 'J his emetic continued 
to work him above four and twenty hours, with Inch vie lence, that he did not know 
whereabouts he was all the ti.me ; and it had like to have coll him his lii'c. Had fuch 
an experiment been made on purpole, 1 do not think a more favourable fuccefs could 
be expedted from it : and what is moll remarkable, each fufl'ered in proportion to the 
quatjtity he had eaten of this fruit ; but it had no efledt at all on him wlio cat only 
a dozen ; and even he who fuflered molt by it, was as well two days after, as if he 
had not been ill at all. 

Tired with going through fo may hardfliips at Kionk, I returned to the illand of 
Senegal, where I arrived time enough to be prefent at the fealt of the Uibajkc. 'bhe 
Mahometans, of the fedl of hina-Ali, founded this feall to commemorate the nativity 
of their prophet : it falls yearly towards the middle of the Odlober moon ; and this 
year it was celebrated the i8ih. 'I'he whole day was fpent in lealling and merrunent, 
during which time the Saint, m whofe honour the ieliival had been inllitutcd, fetmed 
to be very remote fn rn their thoughts. It ended w'ith a general dance in the favanUy 
over-againll the forts, wl.it her people of all ages and fexes repaired. The hall was 
opened at four in the aliernoon, with labo^and pipe and vocal mufic. The young 
people, in their gayelt array, difplayed their levcral abilities in this kind of diverfion. 
When they had tired themfelves for two hours, in dancing according to the manner 
'.(pf the country, that is, in pofturcs and movements the, moll indecent, and moll oppofite 
tb our ideas of modelly and fiiamc, the fccne varied : they ntadc a large circle, to give 
jfiace to lords and pcrions i f diftindion, who were mounted on horfes magnificently 
caparifoned. Nothing could be more entertaining than to fee thofe proud ccnirfers, 
forgetting their mettle and fire, and conlbrming to the intent of the feftival : they 
raife»l their feet and touched the ground lightly and in cadence ; all the movements of 
their bodies exactly accorded with the iound of the inft/uments ; in a word, their 
gfft jics bore a polecl ^■clcuibiance to a moll regular dance. The fcltival feemed to 
be i .iiiided for them only, fo grea|ly were they atleCled with it, and fo fenfible of 
1 do iiuc think there can be a nobler ligiit than kiat of hoifes trained to 
rt)i.5 cxerc'fe, and •.fp(;arill) efiu.lifinc beautiful creatures as our Arabian horfes of 
Senegal i he horiemen thernli Ives' greatly auded to thofe fports) for they managed 

* Bryonia Llio an^ulolo aeuio glabro. JSurm. Th</. Ztyl pag. 48. tab. 19. fig* i. 
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their horfcs, and made them imitate whatever they pleafed, feigning by taife gefture 
and attitude, fometimes a combat, and other times a juftlittg, a chace, or daJxe. The 
Ipedators, wrapped in admiration, were difpleafed at the too rapid ajipioach of 
night, which put an end to amufemcnts, where nought was heard but joy, feftivity, 
and mirth. 

A journey over land from the ifland of Senegal to la Chaux, or the lime-kiln, was 
likely to give me a further knowledge of a country, that had pleafed me fo greatly 
at my firlt vifit. I undertook it the 4th of November : my ■pirogue carried me a 
league^ and a quarter by water, as far as the port of Galel, where I went affiore, 
intending to walk to the village of the fame name, ab''‘it five hundred fathoms from 
the river fide. The way was over barren fands, and ..hat day was remarkable for one 
of the fultrieft eaft winds that had been ever felt in this feafon ; but the h^a*- i endured 
in travelling over thofe fands was nothing, when compared to what 1 fullered in the 
road to the lime kiln. 

^ 1 had now a long league to reacli that place. In fetting out I went over a fandy 
difagreeable plain, where, among other fpinous flirubs that are fond of a very dry foil, 

I met with what the Jallofs call the niotoutt : it has a good deal of that refmous gum, 
known by the name of bdcHiitm ; and its branches ferve for a fokiou, that is, for a 
tooth-picker to the \yomen of the country. Though the fun had not yet reached the 
meridian, the lands were all on fire ; and my Ihoes were foon cracked and burnt with 
the fcorching heat. At any other time 1 Ihould have moillencd thofe burning lands 
with drops of fweat ; but the eaft wind is naturally fo parching, that, notwithftanding 
the violent lieat of the air and the fun, my Iktn was dried un, before the fweat had 
time to fliew idelf. I had violent prickings over all my body ; and the blood often- 
times opened itfelf a pallagc through my pores, which the Iweat could not ‘pervade. 
My negroes were no longer of a black complexion, but as red as copper: they were 
tormented with thirft, the infeparable companion of parching heat, which obliged 
them to hang out their tongues, in , Jer to breathe more freely. I was as thirfty as 
they ; and 1 may venture to affiriu, that this is one of the greateft miferies a perfon 
is expofed to in thefe fcorching plains, where there is not a chi p of water to be had. 
No cloubt but it would have been very great relief to us, almoft periflu’ng with thirft, 
and broiled in the lim ; but the inhabitants of that country are not like thofe of more 
temperate climates ; they keep no refefvoirs of water on the high roads for the 
accommodation of travellers. 

After having walked an hour over thofe fands, expofed to the fcorching rays of 
the fun, 1 came to a dry meadow', full of thick rulbes, from three to four feet high,^ 
which greatly tried my patience. What little water there was, I found it falti'^i, 
ftagnated, and fpoilt by crabs. Never did I behold inch a fight oi thofe animals A 
on this very fpot : fome w'ere red, others dark grey, with fuch prodigious claws, that 
they could cafily fpan my leg, without fqueeziug it. In fine, this continued foreft 
of rufhes (for I met with nothing elfc for the fpace of half a league) brought me as far 
as the lime-bank. 

I was fo tired that I w'anted to reft myfelf : for whlJi rctifon I ftaid here fome 
time, and dined under the^ trees, with a few provifions and a w'atcr-melon, which I 
had brought with, me from Galel. This is a very wholelbnie fruit, efpecially after 
repaft ; and I have often eat for my own defert, from five to fix pounds of it, without 
any inconveniency or forfeit, though I had made a hearty dinhe , While I was feated 
♦inder thofe trees, 1 heard the parakires and parrots over nty head ; and fome of the 
kernels of acacias and gum-trees, which they were eating, dropped down at piy feet. 
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In. the m\an dme my negroes, who had fuffered greatly by the exceffive heat, were 
rubbing fiaeir foreheads with live toads, a few of which they found under the briars: 
this is thali' ufual remedy, when they are afflifted with a megrim or dizzinefs ; and 
it gave them relief. Ifuffered as much from the fame complaint as they, and fhould 
readily have followed their example : but the want of being ufed to thole animals, 
together with an alinoft invincible repugnance, which I look upon as natural to 
' every body that has not been accuftoraed to handle them, hindered me from {jfaving 
recourfe to this innocent and wholefome remedy. 

I came back the fame way I went to the lime>kiln, for there is no other. In the 
meadow I killed a Jlamant *, and a buftard of a diiferent fpecies from the European ; 
it differs in the colour of its feathers, which are generally of a dark grey ; its neck is 
alfo very long ; and, like the lark, it has a kind of tuft on the back part of its head. 
The French in that country call it a flying-oftrich : whether this name fuits it or not, 
this is not a fit place to examine ; it may be faid, how'ever, that the above bird refembles 
an oftrich in many refpefts. 

It was very' late when I paffed within fight of Galel ; and the negroes had fet fire to 
the herbs and brambles, as well to render the country paffable, as to prepare it for being 
fown the next year. Thus the heat of noftumal fire fucceeded to that of the fun ; and 
I walked by the light thereof as far as the port, where I embarked for the ifland of 
Senegal. There I arrived fo fatigued and exhaufted, which was alfo the cafe with my 
negrqps, that I do not think I ever flood more in need of repofc in my whole life. 

Ill this and every expedition I made fincc the month of June, my principal view was 
to acquire fome knowledge of the plantations of indigo. I was curious to know what 
quantity and quality the negroes fow in the neighbourhood of the ifland of Sene^l, 
beeaufe I had a mind to repeat fome experiments, which I had imparted in proper time 
to the Eaft-India Company. Thofe people do not take much pains to draw the die out 
of this plant : they are fatisfied with gathering the leaves at any time of the year, 
with pounding them in a mortar to reduce them to a pafle, and with making 
them up into loaves, in order to preferve them dry. When they want to make 
ufe of them, they diffolve them in a kind of lye, made of the alhes of an un6luous 
plant which grows in their fields, and by them is called rheme f. This diffolution im- 
bibes a tinclure of the indigo, into which they dip their linen cold, as often as they 
think neceffary, according to the deepnefs of the colour. 

I know what fympathy there is between the cacrelats and indigo ; but, as often as I 
happened to leave a bundle of this plant in my room in the night time, I was fure to 
^nd fome hundreds of thofe infefts lodged in it the next day ; and it feemed as if they 
all got together. They are as troublefome as they arc common in the ifland of 
Senegal. Though they are fcarce an inch thick, they do an incredible deal of mifehief. 
They gnaw linen, flicets, wood, paper, books, and, in Ihort, whatever comes in their 
way : they attack even the aloes, the bittemefs of which keeps off all other infefts. 
Thejf, are likewife ver^ difagreeable by the flench that comes from their bodies ; and 
they are mofl horrid enemies to the perfons with whom tljey take up their quarter^ ; 
for they never flir out till night, then th^ hover round the room, and make as great 
a noife as if there was a* large cage full ot birds. In ihort tl^e cacrelat multiplies ib fail, 
that it would be a mofl dangerous infe£t, had it not a great tiNimher«f enemies. 

Thofe it his the mofl reafon to be afraid of, are the fpider and the fourd: the 
latter is a fpecies of lizard, faid to be venomous, and as lickqriih after the cacrelat as 

♦ Pbccnicoptems Bahamenljg* Qaitjby, val, u tab, 73 Isf 74. 
t Poitulaca marina latifoliai flore luavc rubenti. Plum, Cat, pag, 6. 
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die fpider. T!Tiey both rcfi4e Hn “ l?ed-(Aamben^ ae a? that infeia^ a/j arq at 
Contiaiaal warwjtb fe j wMcfeTecures ihd b'ffitjuilEry'of thofe i^hom they/ave dni:e 

taken uj^’thdr 3J|uarters. Thehedge-hoglikewifA perfecutes "if t that of l^enc^al difFets 
from the European in fize only : it pafles, like the latter, feme ,pa^t of the low feafon, 
that isj pf me cold and dry feafon, in a fpecies of lethargy, during wfech it abllams from 
nouiilhment, rarely going abroad iri fearchofary; but it knows very well how to 
repair i^iis lofs in the fummer nights. I kept one for above three years in my chamber, 
where it did me immenfe fervice, by freeing me from fpiders, cacrelats, fourds, ants, and 
oth^ infe^, with which the room had been infefted. The hedge-hog is exceeding 
good eadng^and very tender, efpecially if you take it ibout the time when it begins 
to enter intdlts lethargic fleep. . > 

Another inconveniency, efpecially during the winter or lew feafon, ar^ the fai-d-ii^ 
which are fo called becaufe they lodge in the (and of inhabited huts, i'hefe are fo 
full of them, that as foon as you fet foot therein, they cover you all over ; and they 
are fo very fmall, that you can perceive them only by their numbers. 'I'hey do not 
bite hard ; yet, when there are great multitudes of them, they produce an itching or fling- 
ing aimofl intolerable. What is moft extraordinary in this inlefl, ir never leaps or jumps 
higher than three or four inches : fo that, when a perfon takes care to keep himfelf half 
a foot above ground, he is fure there is nothing to fear from that quarter. 

This, I believe, is the proper place, fince I am upon the article of Senegal, to take 
notice alfo of fome of its advantages. Though the heats of this climate are excelEve, 
to fuch a degree, that their winter is much warmer -than our fummer in France, yet 
they are lupportabic. One is accuftomed to them by degrees ; becaufe the air is every 
day refrefhed with fea and land breezes, which blow alternately. The way therefore ■ 
for a perfon to cool himfelf, is to catch the fanning breezes, or to take flielter within 
doors, when there is a thorough air, and the windows are made of fine linen. 

It is to thele heats that they are partly indebted for the fertility of their lands. The 
fands of this ifland are converted into ^ rdens of confiderablc produce. Independently ’ 
of the legumes and fruits of the country, fuch as the Guinea o/eillef batates, ananas, 
guavas, and fome others, they likewil'e plant, in the winter feafon, n; jfl; of the European 
herbs and legumes. 'I'he fig-tree, the pomegranate, and the vine, are loaded every 
year with excellent fruit. With a little labour and care, there is no fruit nor grain 
but would grow there in great plenty : they might raife whatever they want, and 
generally all the neceffaries of life. In ftiort, the foil of the ifland of Senegal, notwith- 
uanding its being fo fandy, is yet fo very fruitful, that a great many plants yield feveral 
times a year. This I faw myfdf, in a garden which I kept on purpofe for fuch experi- 
ments : and what without all manner of doubt will appear very furprifing, is* miff 
having fown particular legumes of which I had above tw^elve crops thv. fame year. But* 
this curious detail I refer to another work. 

There is not perhaps a country in the world where poultry are more commoiu 
They breed turkeys. Guinea-hens, geefe, ducks, and a prodigious number of fo'^Ia- 
Their pigeons are in admirable perfedlion ; and their hogs multiply very fall. There 
is alfo plenw of 6% and efpecially in the Niger, where yow may^ catch carps with ybwi: 
hand. This rivers, befides 'the lamantin or fea-cow, abounds in captains’, * mullets, 
furmullets, foies, nays, and other excellent filh : it has alfo plenty of crabs and lobfbsrs* 
Moft of thke fifli come from the fea : and it is frid, that when thef are caughf in the river 

* A fifli fo called, becaufe it if very red, and ita fins refemble a feather*, itis very Uke a carp, but larger. 
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it imj^es ^ihem ; becaufe the mixtort.Of Jteih with thelalt water makes them 
more dWate and tender. To all'thefe advaiu&ges we maf add the {>][eafure of fpordng; 
for tWsltland is furhiflied with little moor-hens, with larks, thrufhes, fea-partridgeSj 
and •yellow wag-tsdls, or, to exprefs myfelf better, the ortolans of the COHntry ; theft 
are fmall lumps of fat, exceedingly well tailed. 

'I'he only thing wanting in the illand of Senegal, are walks j for they fay k is toe 
fmall, and too naked. - They might, without doubt, have umbrageous avenues for tht 
fake of a lhady walk, were they to plant calabaih-trees, and the like, which delight in 
moiil fands : but of what ufc would it be, to make a harbour for the muiketoes, thai 
is, for a greater plague than the moil: exceffive heats ? Of what fervice would thoft 
avenues be in a country, where the time of walking is not till fun-fet Ought they 
to regret this lofs, when they have gardens enamelled with perpetual verdure, which 
every day prefent the eye with new decorations, where fuch a multitude of flowers, as 
a^ceable by their fragrant odours as by the variety of their colours, ihoot up almofl: with- 
our care or culture ? There you fee, fweet bafil of all fizes and colours, tuberofes, daifo« 
dills, afphodel-lilies ; among which the night-lhade, the African pink, the amaranth, and 
pomegranates in bloflbm, produce an excellent effeft. The blue and gilt lizards, with 
butterflies and other infcdls, all equally beautiful, delight in coming hither to mix their 
different colours, and to diverfify that famenefs which one fees in moft gardens. 

1 had taken a plan of the Wood Ifland, as well as of that of Grid, the lime-kiln, the 
iflands ol Sor, Bokos, and feveral othgrs ; and nothing further remained for me than 
to add the point of Barbary and the falt-pans to it : then I fliould have a complete map 
of the neighbourhood of the ifland of Senegal, from the village of Mouitt to the mouth 
of the Niger, as far as the village of Torkhod, feven leagues to the north. The 
defile I had of finifliing a work already far advanced, and which had coll me fuch a 
jdeal of trouble, and fo many excurfions over the burning fands, induced me to under- 
take an expedition to the falt-pans. I therefore embarked the 15th of June, 1753, on 
board a vcflel that w'as going to trade there for fait. As it was well equipped, and 
the wind proved favourable, we foon got beyond the Englifli ifland, which is only a 
flip of marfliy land, a hundred fathoms in diameter, covered with reeds and almoll 
impenetrable mangroves. We paffed thc.,ifle of Bokos with the fame quicknefs ; and 
as foon as we came acrofs the fouth point of the marigot of Del, I went on Ihore in 
ord^ to fathom the neighbouring parts, while the veffel continued its courfe to the 
|)lace where it w’as to anchor. 

TjjTalking over the lands of this point, I met with fuch a multitude of ferpents, that 
they feemed to grow wherever 1 ti'od : fortunately for me they were neither large nor 
S'etiomous, being hardly fo big as one’s little finger ; fo that their bite could not be 
dangerous. Thefe fands brought me to the falt-pans, which were two thirds of a 
league from the marigot j they arc a kind of moral's, from two to three hundred fathoms 
loitg, and one third broad, filled with a fait water extremely lharp. It is fo impreg- 
naKed with fait, as to yield one third of its quantity, and rather more; and, when con- 
gealed, it covers the bottom with a thick folid cruft. The rugroes enter up to the 
knee, and oftentimes deeper, into this water, which may^be laid iiilmoft to boil with 
the heat of the fun. I’hcy are provided with flakes of l^ard wood, with which they 
break the %lt ; and afterwards they carry it to the river fide', whe^h the French trafficK 
with them. This fa|jt is generally fo white as to dazzle the eye : fdme of it k alfo of 
8 eamation colour : but it has always u bitter lharpnefs, flifagrlieiby tiothe t»fte j and it 
is;i^s corrofiv$ . quality, that r^'i£ers it hot fo proper iftiir lalting of frefli a^t andfifli; 
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One would imagine, that thtfe felt moraffes have fome communication Wtli/he fea. 
I had been of thU o^ion, bjeforc I vifited the fpot j but/hen I perceived the'imp^- 
bility of it. They are feparated from the Niger by a neclt of l^d, of abov^'dve hun- 
dred fathoms, where a chain of fand-hills rifeth, which neither t|M^ paters ot the river,* 
nor even tfeofc oF the fea, when moft tempciluous, do ever reach. iThe furvey I took 
of this ground that day, convinced me further, that the bottom of this morafs is higher 
than the furfacc of the river : whence I concluded, that we muft trace the origin of this 
fait, which is every year produced in fuch abundance, up to fome other caufe than Ac 
aftual communication oF the ica-water. 

When I had examined the falt-pans, and finifhed all my furveying, I went to the 
trading place called by the name of Piquet, where th, exchange of goods |va8 to be 
made, and oppofite to which the veffel had anchored. The agent for this 
had already caufed a tent to be pitched upon the fhore, and fome huts to be built df 
leaves of trees, under which we were to lie. The negro lord, mafter of the felt*, 
pans, otherwil'e called korom affou, or kram ajfott^ having notice of his arrival, came t0 
pay him a vilit. He feemed to be about forty ; was large, and well made : his com* 
plexion was not a deep black, but with a little tinfture of red : he had a noble air, 
though not handfome ; a quick conception, an eafy carriage, and a foft agreeable tone 
of voice : he explained himfclf very well, and with gravity. After half an hour’s con- 
verfetion, when he had agreed with the agent, he conduced us a quarter of a league 
oflF to the village of Guebenn, of which he was governor. There he received us very 
civilly, and even with a politenefs which one cdbld hardly have expeded from a man 
of his colour. He gave us a collation of new milk, palm wine, icaque plums, calted 
mraiy and other fruits of the country. He had fummoned all the young people of th0 
village to give us a ball j and accordingly they attended us, dancing to vocal and in* 
ilrumental mufic, as far as the trading place, where they continued thefe fports till 
midnight. Dancing is the favourite entertainment of the negroes; they fometimes 
bring young children with them that -'i hardly ftand : one would be apt to fay, that 
they arc bom dancing, to fee the exadnefs of their movements. The fame amufe* 
ments were renewed every evening. In fhort, this good man did nP he could to pro- 
cure us diverflon ; and this was not a fniall comfort to us in fo defert and forlorn a 
place. * 

The next day 1 went to reconnoitre the neighbourhood of Mouitt, which is vithin 
two thirds of a league to the fouihw’ard of Piquet. It is a pretty large trading village 
advantageoufly fituate on a hill well planted with calabalh>trees, and wild hgs, of a 
very great height ; the latter bear a ftrong rcfemblance to the fycamore of the ancients 
By the way I yaffed near a great number of fmall falt-pans, full of a ftrong red 
infinitely more (harp and more corrofive than that of the large falt-pans of Guebenu., 
I likewile met with foxes, antelopes, and the footfteps of wild boars and wolves lately 
imprinted on the fand : but the fhooting of thofe animals, with which I was well aO 
quainted, did not tempt me fo much as that of certain black birds, which I deferied 
eaftward of the village. They were fo like a tuikty, both to fizc and feathers, fhsM: 
one might very ea;^ miftake them. I killed two with the fame fhbt, one male, 
the other female. They had both a kind of black hollow helmel on the head, of ‘tbjft 
fame bulk and figure as drat of the cafear : upon tl/bir neck they pad a long plate fike 
a very bright vellum, which was red in the male, and blue in^c female.^ This bird 
might be i|ie gcUUnaebe pf the Portuguefe, or what the French <4i« t^e American ifiands 
i:a^marcban } but the negroes give it the name of guinar. The mhabitanfs of this neigh- 
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bourhWd 10(^ upon it as a marabou^ |thi||i;is^ as a facr^ animal \ f^i’hapi) becaufe it 
cenerafo liv^s longer than thf fmall and 

for wh^ the negroes have a fujserftitiouis veneration. Hiey co^ not bear that I 
fhould 1)6 fo audacious as to facrifice their marabous to my pleafure : nay, they looked 
upon me as a conjurer,; when 1 brought them to the ground with the veiyr firft' Ihot j 
for they imagined thofe birds to be invulnerable. They carried their fuperftition fo 
far, as to tell me, that I Ihould infallibly die on my journey, for having committed fo 
heinous a crime. 

ITiis adlion did not gain me the efteem of the inhabitants of Mouitt : however, I got 
away from thence without any harm, and continued my journey towards the village of 
Guioel and Guebenn, where I found a flirub, called foudenn in the country ; it is a kind 

alkanm^i the leaves of which are ufed by the negro men and women tp give a 
red die to their nails, and they never lofe this colour till they come to grow again. From 
thence I continued my journey as fm* as the village of Del, and then I returned to the 
trading place. The banks of the Niger were at that time covered in this fpot with a 
(mall kind of fiih, fcarce fo large as half a goofe quill : they were white and tranfpa* 
rent as chryftal, and each fide of them was marked with a narrow filver line. 

After {pending three days at the falt-pans of Guebenn, I fet out from thence the 
i8th in the evening, and returned to the ifland of Senegal, dire£ting my courfe by the 
point of Barbary, in order to be able ^o fettle it in my map. I travelled very near 
tluree leagues on foot, coafting its fan^j through all their windings, from the bar upon 
the weftem bank of the Niger, as far’iis the village of Gueutt, which is parallel to the 
inliddle of the ifland of Senegal. My canoe followed me along fhore, and kept as near 
to land as pollible, in order to take me in, if I fhould happen to be flopped by a 
rivulet, or by any of thofe thickets of tamarifk and fanar, which are fcattered upon the 
jcoaft. All the way I faw nothing but yellow crabs, which covered the earth in fuch 
a manner, that fometimes I went over plains of above fifty fathoms, without being 
able to difeover one foot of bare ground. On thofe white fands the lea bind*weed t 
txpanding its purple flowers, amidft the agreeable verdure of its trailing ftalks, formed 
altogether an admirable embroidery. The Ihrubs I faw there were a few tamarifks, 
&.tbeidel‘Ojfar\, the paretuiver §, thefanaK, thefpartium||, the conocarpus and great 
numbers of lobelia **, and icaque'\^. TMPIatter is a receptacle for a kind of red ants, 
which lodge in its branches : among the leaves they form a kind of neft, from whence 
\tiiey aflail thofe who are fo imprudent as to draw near to gather the fruit ; and they 
Inte them mofl unmercifully. I could not efcape thofe infers, as 1 had a good deal of 
rile wood to traverfe. There was fomething fo venomous in their fling, that my face 
V^md hands were covered with bliflers, as if they had been fcalded : the pain was not 
' rSfiuaged, till I got thoroughly wet with a heavy rain, which fell in the beginning of 
rile night, and was attended with thunder and lightning, by the help of which 1 faw 
my way to crofs the river, and got back to the ifland of Senegal. 


Liguftnitn Aigyptium, el ^nne vel tamar-endi. P. Alp, lEgjp.pag. 23. 

•f; Convolvulus marinus cathan^cus, folio rotundo, florc purpureo. 'Plum. Plant, it VAnunqutt pag, 89, 

J Ikidel-oflar. P, Alp. Xgyp.jpag. 8<. J Trees which have notoeen yet deferibed. 

11 Spartium fcandens, citreis foliis, flunbusalbit, ad nodos confertim nafeentibua. Pbau. Cttt> pogt l 9 - 
Y Conocarpns. Lim.Bort.CIiff'.pag.^^S- 
•* Lobelia frutcfceiw, portulacae folio. Plum. Gen. pag. it, 
tf Icaco frudu ex albo rubefeeute. Plm<.Qeii.pag.t^i, 
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As foon as I arrived there, I . lbegan to think of ' returning to France. ^ !‘h^ been 
abfent from home fpur years dpriPg^, ha^d occiafion to 

make as numer|ti^ a iMeV of obfervations, as codld reaforiabjyi fejS expefted in the let- 
tlement of 9«shcgal : at leaft if there were any more remaining, they were only fuch as 
• might be ' a n^tre matter of curiofity, or generally cfcape (the eye of even the 

moil i^ar-fighted, or require too long a ftay to finifii. Thefe coftfiderations were fuf- 
iictent to determine me ; and as feveral veffels were expeded that very fame month, I 
refolved to embrace that opportunity. 

Though I had fent yearly into France to Mellieurs de Reaumur and de Jui&eu, a 
great number of animals, birds, fillies, infeds, herbs, feeds of plants and other pro- 
dudlons of the country, according as they fell in i iy way ; yet I was,i^lible tj|jat 
many things were ftill wanting, efpecially feveral trees and Ihrubs which bad i e’ -tiyet 
been feen in Europe, not even in the king’s gardens. Being apprized of me partatUt 
lar encouragement his majefty vouchfafes to give to botanifts, and excited moreover 
by the orders of the Duke d’Ayen, which 1 received by means of M. B. de Judieh, I 
thought my honour concerned, as a naturaliH:, not to return to France, without 
bringing along with me the moll remarkable plants that grow in the fcorching climate 
of Senegal, to add them to thofe which his majefty has colleded, from both hemi> 
fpheres, and which are preferved with fuch tafte and magnificence in the green-hotrfes 
at Trianon, Choifi, and Paris. 

With this view I refolved to take one trip more to Podor ; and accordingly I fet 
out the tenth of July with a favourable wind. Since I had been in the country, I 
had never feen but two European plants, the tamarilk and purllane : and this third 
expedition gave me an opportunity to obferve, that of all the trees which line the banks 
of the Niger, there is not an eighth part, but what are of a vei y hard fpinous wood, 
chiefly acacias, taller and flenderer in proportion as they are more remote froth the fea- 
coaft. But what ftruck me moll, was the Ihooting of monkeys, which I enjoyed within 
fix leagues this fide of Podor, on lands to the fouth of Donai, otherwife called 
Coq; and I do not think there ever was better fport. The veflTel being obliged, l;o 
ftay there one morning, I went on Ihore, to divert myfelf with my gun. The place 
was very woody, and full of green nion|ms, which I did not perceive but by their 
breaking the boughs on the tops of the |[v> from whence they tumbled down upon 
me : for in other refpeds they were fo liknt and nimble in their tricks, that it would 
have been diflicult to hear them. Here I Hopped, and killed two or three of them, before 
the others feemed to be much frighted : however, when they found themfelves wounded, 
they began to look for Ihelter ; fonie by hiding themfelves among the large boughs ; 
others by coming down upon the ground ; others, in fine, and tnel'e were the greateftr 
number, by jumping from one tree to another. Nothing could be more entertaining, 
when fever«tl of them jumped together on the fame bough, than to fee it bend under 
them, and the hithermoft to drop down to the giound, while the reft got further on, 
and others were Hill fufpended in the air. As this game was going on, I continue^ 
Hill to Ihoot at them ; and though I killed no lefs than three and twenty in lefs •than 
an hour, and within the fpace of twenty fathoms, yet not one of them fcreeched i&e 
whole time, nottllhftandiug that they united in companies, kfiit their brows, . gnaflUted 
their teeth, and feemed as if they intended to attack me. 

My firft care, upon my arriv^ at Podor, was to gather as many plants as poiTible 
for the king’s garden } and I had great fuccefs in coliefling and putting mto two large 
, chefts three hundred different tr^, before 1 left the h^ory : for the lalt time I went a 
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Ihoodng, upon my return to the neighbourhood of Bokol, which was on the fccond of Au- 
guft, by walking in the heat of the fun, I had beeri feizcd with a.l^urning fever, of that 
malignant fort which carries off moft Europeans in lefs than two days. tWs this voyage 
prov^ more dangerous to me, than all my. former expeditions and fatigues, in the fpace 
of four years, during which time I never had the Icaft illnefs. i was three days with- 
out any afliftance, before I arrived at the illand of Senegal, wlsere I Itruggled with the 
diftemper a whole month ; and after a relapfc, which brought me v/ithin an inch of my 
grave, at length I totally recovered. My youth, and a found conilitution, which had 
never been hurt by debauch, together with the generous afliftance of the tendered of 
friends*, preferved my life. 

Of all the veffels that came this year upon the coafl , there was only one left, with 
which I could return to France. I went on board her in a ftate of convalefcence, after 
paffing the bar the fixth time, and we weighed from the road of Senegal the 6th 
of September. The contrary tvinds which jrrcvail at that time of the year did itpt pro- 
mife us a fhort voyage ; and as they blew from the north and north-eaft, we could not 
ftretch northward, but w'cre conflantly obliged to bear to the weft. Upon our way, 
within ten leagues of the iflands of Cape Verd, perceiving a very white fea, we founded 
a hundred fathoms or more, without finding any bottom : after which the fea having 
refumed its ufual colour, we imagined we had palled over a white fand-bank, which 
the Dutch charts mark at eighty fathoms. 

At a time when we were within two hundred leagues of the coaft, between the 1 7th 
and 1 8th degree of latitude, a calm came on, which lafted almoft fifteen days, with 
fuftocating heats : it was fo ftill, that the Ihip did not feem to change fituation, though 
the current had carried us a great way fouthward. This was the propereft place in 
the world to find the fea water in its full faltnefs ; fince we were at fufficient diftance 
from land, to be under no apprehenfion that the river waters could communicate any 
of their frelhnefs to i(f; I therefore filled a bottle, which I fealed hermetically, with an 
intention of making an analyfis of it at my return to France. 

. There is nothing more tirefomc than to be in a vcffcl becalmed ; and nothing more 
dreadful than to be far out at fea, when provifions begin to fall fhort. We made ufe 
of this unlucky accident to catch fome fil^^d were very much in the right ; for the 
fmall quantity of frelh provifions we had llpen in at Senegal, was confumed j fo that 
we were now reduced to fait meat, and likely to be ftill a long time at fea. 

At that time there was great plenty of requiens, bonites, grand oreilles, and golden- 
nis : the three latter live only on flying filh, of which they are fo greedy, that if you 
only counterfeit one of them, by covering the hook with a little linen, and two white 
'feathers, and let it hang at the end of a rod, or behind the Hern, they will be fure to 
bite diredfly. We ufed no other bait, and it fucceeded fo well, that we took a pro- 
di^ous quantity of them, part of which we faked, for fear of fcarcity. The bonite and 
grand oreille are a middling fpecics of tunny-filh, and have altogether the fame tafte : 
the goldennis is fomewhat inferior to them in this refpeft, but greatly furpaffes them in 
beauty ; and without doubt it is the beautifulleft filh in the /ea. The colour of its body 
is a dark blue ground, which in the water appears like an azure blt^ and after paffing 
through ail the gradations of green and violet, is loft in a gd^d luftre, diffufed all round 
its tides, which gives it the richeft'drefs that can poflibly be imagined. 

* • M. Andriot, whom I have already mentioned.. 
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To this firft calm fucceeded fcveral others, the fliorteft of which were from three to 
eight days ; nor did ibw leave us till we had pafled the joth degrw of latitude. There 
we had foutl^m winds, by the help of which we intended, to pht into th{p neareft of 
the Azores,,> s This was the beft thing we could do in our pre%it fituation, when we 
wanted rb«ih bifcuit and frefli water, and the greateft part of our fliip’s company were 
unfit for fmice. 

A few days after we defcried a very high foggy land, which we found to be the ifle 
of Pico i and near it was that of Fayal. We made all the fail we could towards the 
latter, and entered the harbour to the eaftward the 20th of Oftober. There we call: 
anchor in fifteen fathoms, afterwards in nine, a fandy bottom, fubjefl to magnetical 
attradlion, and a bad holding ground. This is the f-.ily port in the iflan(| of Fa^al ; 
and though it feems to be Iheltered by two great mountains, yet it is eSrpbf. d i:Oi ,the 
north*eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which occafion a very rough fea, cfpecially in autumn, 
and drive the Ihips ofl’ the coaft, unlefs they arc well moored with three and even four 
anchors. From the w'eft winds it is covered by the ifland itfelf, out of which it is 
fcooped, as it were, in a femicircle, four hundred fathoms wide, and three hundred 
deep. The ifland of Pico, which is two leagues over againft it, flielters it alfo from 
the general eaft winds ; but on the other hand, it is the caufe of its being annoyed .by 
others far more dangerous ; for it reflefts the fouth-weft and north-weft winds that 
come towards it ; and it Hops the clouds, which occafion fuch a variation of winds. I 
obferved during my ftay at Fayal, and the inhabitants aflured me, they had long ex- 
perienced it, that as often as the ille of Pico is darkened by a fog, it is produftive of 
wind; and this they look upon as their moft faithful anemofeope*. It is likely 
this mountain has the fame effeeft as an uneleftrified body, which attrafteth the cloSjfe; 
whence it happens, that the ambient air, being prefled unequally on all .fides, is forced to 
take an irregular courfe. 

The Pico of the Azores is hardly more than half a league in perpendicular height : 
when viewed from the fide of F:iv\, it has the form of a fliort cone, terminating in 
a fliarp nipple, a::J is in 38 deg. 35 m. north latitude, and 3^ deg. weft longitude. 
This is the only mountain in the ifland of the fame name, which r^ay be looked upon 
as the vineyard i>lot of Fayal : for the latter depends thereon, and all its inhabitants 
have their country houl'ts there, with theii?^ farms and vineyards, which they cultivate 
with great care. Thither tliey go every year to attend their vintage, which produceth 
two forts of white wine, like fack, but of an inferior quality. 'I'heir malmfey is not fo 
lufeious: but the drv or tabic wine is almoft as ftrong as brandy, and quickly mounts 
up to the head As foon as their wines are made, they convey them in September aiui 
October to their cellars in Fayal, from whence they are exported to Brazil and fo^e 
other parts of the world, by the name of wines of Fayal, though this ifland producetb 
none, and the) all come from Pico. 

If Fayal was not cxpol'ed to fuch frequent gufts of wind, it would be one of the moll 
beautiful harbours in the world, bccaufe of the delightful prolpedl it affords, to thofo 
who approach it by fea. Ihe llay we made tiiere, before we went on Ihore, gav* me 
an opportunity ton^iew ii at my full leifuie. It appears like a mountain fcooped ifito a 
femicircle, and divided int<’^four or five fummits, covered with trees, which defeend 
down as far as the fea, by a very gentle dtclivity.'* At the foot of this mountain the 
town winds along .the port, and is furrounded with a great lypiber of gardens, ranged 

* An inftrument whkb Ihews from what fide the \vind3 blow. 
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one over t|ie other in the form of an amphitheatre, which even in its irregularity affords 
a moft charming view to the eye. The anchcaing place is like that of Santa Cruz in 
the ifland ^f Tenerif, with this difference, that, the fhore is lefs fteep, and is covered 
with a pretty fine fand or gravel, of a blackifh colour, on which it is’ etfier landing. 

About the middle of the harbour there is a kind of fort, the walls of which .are 
wafhed by the fea. The town comes next, and is of the fame figure as thp harbour ; 
tt is governed by a Capitan mor*, and very populous. There are five thoufand inhabi- 
tants, all Portuguefe, moll of them ecclefiaftics, and religious of both fexes ; for indeed, 
1 never faw fo many convents in one town. The churches are handfome, and properly 
maintained. There are alfo feveral good buildings, among the reft the college be- 
longing to the Jefuirs, who are temporal lords of the ifland. The burghers houfes arc 
very neat, all waiafeotted and inlaid, whence one may judge that they are in no want 
of wood. 

The illand of Fayal is in a fine climate ; the air is very good, and preferves during 
the whole winter a fuflicient temperature, to have no occafion fur fire j and indeed they 
never warm themf-dves, nor do you fee any chimney in their houfes. In fummer it is 
conftantly refrefhed with breezes : for as it is fituate in the middle of the fea, it is fare 
to receive them from what quarter Ibever they blow ; and they render the heats fup- 
portable. 

The foil is not lefs to be admired than the temperature of the air : as it is red and 
ftony, and in that refpeft very like the foil of the ifle of Pico, it would be extremely 
fit for producing good wines ; but there is not room enough, and therefore they are 
fatisfied with planting luch things as are moft nccellary I'or life. The inoifture of the 
motmtains preferves its fertility : their tops are covered with very beautiful trees, as 
walnut and chefnut trees, white poplars, and efpeciolly ftrawberry-trees, that never 
lofe their verdure. It is owing to the prodigious quantify of the latter in this ifland, 
that the Portuguefe have given it the name cA Fayal, wiiich in their language fignifies a 
/Irawberry-tree. The juice or m<dftiuc of the earth is wonderful, being in conftant 
culture : it never lies idle, and yet is continually producing the feveral fruits of the 
earth. On the umbrageous hills they plant a great many roots, as potatoes and coK-cafia, 
which ferve to feed their domeftics. 'I'he fields are like utno fo many gardens, parted 
frona one another by dry walls, brcait higlf: they are let alidc for corn ; but what little 
they gather, is hardly fuflicient to maintain the inhabitants ; \vhofuj)ply w hat is wanting 
with maize, lupines^ little ciches, and fomc other leg\imes, which grow better upon the 
fide of the hill. 

They have likewife a confiderable dependence upon their gardens, where they culti- 
vate a great number of fruit trees, oranges and citrons of all forts, pear, apple, fig, 
and pomegranate trees, vines, and olives, with herbs of various forts. Melons, giromons, 
fweet calabalhes t, and feveral other fruits of the earth, grow almoft fpontaneoufly. 
There is nothing wanting, but for the inhabitants to lay out their gardens in more order 
and to drefs them a little better ; as they have plenty of flowers. For borders, they 
have a great deal of onions, thyme, lavender, fage, rofemary, fweet bafil, and aroma- 
dc plants. The pink, the gilliflower, the balfara apple,* the jeflamin, the balijier\, 

• The following arc the governor’s title!., which he gave me in writing: ** Signor Jeronimo de Brum dt 
SUvtira Porras Fidalgo da cafa de fua Mag-, e Cavalciro Porfeffo na Ordem dc Chryfto Capitano, Maior da 
Capitania das Ilhas dos Alio es Fayal e Pico,” 

+ Cucurbita oblonga, flore albo, folio molli. C. Pin, Mori/, Hifl% feil* l. tab, 3 * 

f, Cannacorus ampliffimo folio, flare rutilo. pag., 367. 
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the afphodel-lilies the daffodils, and the tuberofe, were in flower m the beginning 
of the month of November. At the fame time the lupines t* with which they had 
planted the hills, had (hot out of the ground, and probably were to be ripe the month 
of January following. 

It is impoflible to find any where elfe greater plenty of cattle. They have excellent 
oxen, flieep, and fwine : they likewife breed all forts of poultry. Fifli is not very com- 
mon, and they have none but from the fea. At that time they were fifhing for fmall 
foies and flounders, which they catched eafily with a rod. I obferved a certain confor- 
mity between this ifland and that of Tenerif, as it has very little game, and few birds. 
Infeveral of my walks, for two leagues all round, I met with only a few hares, and 
fome quail fcattered about the fields. True it is, that there were blackbi' on the 
tops of the mountains ; and I faw a great number of them myfelf, whofc biack plumage 
was agreeably fpeckled with white : they perched in flocks on firavvberry-trces, eating 
the fruit and chattering all the time. 

Though autumn is a very agreeable fcafon in the Azores or Weflern Ifles, yet the 
ikies began to be over-cafl and to threaten rain. The ifland of Fayal is more rainy than 
the reft; doubtlefs, becaufe of the ifle of Pico, and its own mountains, which determine 
the clouds to flop there. Hence arife a great number of fprings, which appear every 
where, even in feveral parts of the town, where they are colledcd in well-paved cifterns. 
The water of I hefe fprings, though very pure, is heavy and extremely crude ; to me it 
appeared to have a tinfturc of mineral, and of the ferruginous kind. 

The higheft mountain in this ifland is very near its centre, within two leagues aind a 
half from the town. Heretofore it vomited fire w ith combuftible matter, and caufed 
frequent earthquakes. The eruption in 1672 Avas the laft ; it left at the mouth of the 
volcano a large bafon, wdiich, according to the teffimony of the inhabitants, has the 
figure of a parellelogram, furrounded with a very high wall, and fo regular, that one 
w^ould take it to be done by art, if did not know for certain, that it owes its origin 
to fubterraiieoLis firovS. The rain-w^aters have now filled this bafon, and foimcd it into 
a kind of lake, or to exprefs myfelf more properly, a refervoi; o^' fine w ater, greatly 
admired by the inhabitantvS. There can be no doubt, but that the whole furface of the 
ifland has been raifed by means of this or feveral volcanos together ; for it has no other 
ftone than difterent kinds of lavas, mixed with burnt ftones and pumices. The grain 
of thofe lavas is much thicker than that of the ftones of the ifland of Tenerif, of which I 
have made mention in the beginning of this narrative. 

This relaxation, though foniewhat long, gave me a great deal of pleafure. Befides 
the knowledge I thereby acquired of a country, which I had never feen before, I re- 
freflicd myfelf after the fatigues of my voyage, and w'as better j . spared for that to 
France. The ufual flownefs of the Portuguefe, and the difficulty we had, from the rough- 
nefs of the fea, in laying in a frefli (lore ol w^atcr, wood, bifeuit, flour, beef, fowls, 
and other provifions, hindered us from leaving the port of Fayal till the 8th of Novem- 
ber. The wind was at fouth-weft, fo that wc foon loft fight of the Azores. T em- 
braced the opportunity of the cahnnefs of the w^eather, to fill a fccoiid bottle of water 
within three hundred leagues of the coaft of France : and this w^ao all I w'anted, in order 
to make a comparifon between it, and the bottle I had filled in the fea of Senegal. 

Our voyage from Senegal to Fayal had been very tedious ; uui that from Fayal to 
France proved moft dangerous. We had fcarccly advanced ufty leagues from the 

* Lilio-afphodelus puniceus. Clu/. fftfi, i. pag. 137. 
f Lupinus albus. P/iri. Mortf. H'tjl, (ect. 2. tab. 7. iig. 3 

4 R 


VOL. XVI. 


Azoifes, 



d74 ADANSON’s voyage to SENEGAL, &C. 

’Azores, when a boifterous fouth-eaft wind fpread itfelf over the deep, and alTailed us 
with a ftorm which iafted two months. We were obliged to furl our fails ; and in this 
condition we \umbled and toffed about, at the mercy of the waves. Imagine to your- 
fclf the fituation of a crazy veflcl, expofed to a tempeftuous ocean, now rifing a-top a 
watery mountain, and now finking into an abyfs ; battered in flank by one wave, over- 
borne by another, which in falling feems as if it would dafli it into a thoufand pieces. 
Ima;. ine at the fame time the uneafy condition of a voyager, who fecks for repofe, 
which he can no where find ; the perplexity of a pilot, whofe art is baffled, and who 
in vain looks up to the heavens to find out his courfe, while thick clouds and learning 
billows feem to confpire againft him : imagine, in Ihort, the confufion even of the 
moll experienced mariner, who fees a Ihip difappear on one fide of him ; how forlorn, 
how comfortlefs the feene ! 

Such was our fituation during the two fliortefl months in the year ; and in fuch dif- 
trefs were we tofl'ed to and fro, both in the Ocean and the Channel, whither we were 
forced by the currents, and where we were every day obliged to avoid the very land 
we fought for left wc Ihould fplit on the rocks, which abounded on that coaft : when a 
calm enfuing, we took advantage of it to get out of the Channel, and to feck for flrelter 
in Brcll. For the violence of the florm had torn our fails to pieces, broke all our 
tackling, and damaged the body of the vell'el ; and as provifions were alfo Ihort, we 
could not in this condition reach L’Orient, our dellined harbour, even if wc had had the 
mod favourable gales. 

As'foon as we came to the ifle of Ufliant, we took a coafting pilot on board, who 
brought us into the harbour of Bred, the 4th of January, 1754. 'J he reader may 
judge of the date T was in, upon my arrival at this port, after a very hard voyage of 
four months, which I had undertaken jud as I was recovering from a dangerous fick- 
nefs, the remembrance whereof was dill more afflifting to me, when I perceived that 
mod of the plants which occafioned it, were dedroyed by the feverity of the feafon. 
While our veflel was refitting, in order to proceed on her voyage to port L’Orient, I 
paffed a month at Bred for the recovery of my health, and to prepare myfelf for my 
journey to Paris : this I perfonned in the midd of the froll and fnows of the month of 
February, which, as every body knows, were extremely piercing, efpecially in Brit- 
tany. 'I’he red of my plants w'ere killed by the cold ; how'ever they did me a piece 
of fervice in convincing me, that even the faked water, fuch as that of Senegal, is 
capable of being frozen. The two bottles I brought from thence, well covered with 
hay, were broke by the ice congealed within them, which taded quite frefli, as Mr. de 
JulTieu and I obferved, upon my arrival at Paris the i8th of I'ebruary after upwards 
five years’ abfence. 
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BOOK I. 

CONTAINING A SUCCINCT IlIiLATION OF THE MOST CURIOUS AND RSMARKABLE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. 


CHAP. I. — Of the three Divifions of the World, and the Fourth added to thefe ly Don 

Emmanuel King of Portugal. 

'■pHIS great monarch, crowned in the year 1496, was fo fortunate during his reign as 
to difeover empires fo numerous, ; liat he excited the wonder of the whole world 
at bis fuccefs, his prudence, and good manag£;jncnt ; for, not a nation exifted b,ut 
looked on him with reverence, not a province in which he was unknown. 

The geographers of his day afeertained that the world was of greater extent than 
before imagined ; the ancients limiting it to three divifions only, to thefe this fovereign 
added a fourth, in America, which was difeovered under his reign, and fubjefted to 
his dominion. Intent on aggrandizing himfelf in this quarter, Emmanuel, notwith- 
ftanding he could with facility have done them much injury, refrained from diftuibing 
the tranquillity of the Caftilians ; preferring conquefts obtained over diftant and barba- 
rous countries to warring with Catholics, with whom the dictates of confcience enjoined 
him to live in peace ; and applying tlie whole bent of his mind to the extermination of 
idolatry in the Indies, and the fubllitution of the only true faith. 

Infpired with zeal thus laudable he determined, if necefliiry, to profecute his inten- 
tion in perfon ; but previoully he fitted an armament, deftined, either with allowance 
of the fovereigns of thefe countries or by force, ti eff'ofl; fettlements among them. WiA 
this view many Ihips of war were equipped in 1 586*, on board of which fome excellent 

* This is an error of the prefs, tlic date Ihould be 1506. Emmatinel fucceeded .John II. in the throne 
of Portugal in 1495-6, and Naya difeovered the empire of the Monomotopa i” 1505-6. See Murr’s 
DilTertation on Martin Behaim, vol. xi. p. 302. of this work- Dos Santos, as die reader will perceive, appeari 
not to have compofed his work until many years after the expedition, feeing hi. .notices the difeovery ol 
the ftrait of Magellan by the navigator of that name, an event which did not occur until the year 1520. 
See the Voyage of Pigafetta round the World, vol. xi. p.zSS. of this work. Eng. Trans. 
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troops wpre embarked and ftore of valuable merchandize ; and the command of the 
expedition was enlrufted to Pedro de Naya, who was felicitous of labourers to toil in 
the vineyard of the Lord. Learning the praife-worthy defign of His Portuguefe Majefty, 
I offered,' in conjundion with maify other miflionaries to fail with the fleet, and take 
charge of the ghoftly health of his troops, adininiftcr the facraments to them, during 
their long voyage, and ftimulate them to fight with ardour for the glory of God, and 
the aggrandizement of the Portuguefe throne and nation. 

In the beginning of April 1506, I repaired to Lifbon, accompanied by the other 
miflionaries of the order of Santo Domingo, hoping for favourable winds, and expedf- 
ing to fail immediately after our arrival ; but we were taught to have no reliaijce on the 
weather, for no fooner did the wind begin to blow, as we wiflicd, than it changed to 
an adverfe diredfion ; this, however, did not prevent our embarking, though it delayed 
our departure till the i 3th of the month, when we fleered towards the Brazils ; but 
fcarcely had we got well out to fca before we experienced a gale fo violent as placed 
us in great peril ; fuccefllve florins alfo delayed our progrefs in fuch manner that we 
were unable to double the Cape of Good Hope before the 2d of July of the fame 
year*. 

We made Mozambico on the 1 3th of Auguft following, whence we failed for Sofala, 
the place where firfl our Portuguefe by flratagem contrived to fortify themfelves, per- 
fuading the Moorilh fovereign of the country that the building which they conftrufted 
with his permiflion, and which was made a place of flrength, was merely intended for 
a w'arehoufe to fecure their merchandize from the weatlier and robbery. 

" I’his prince, who had heard of the grandeur of the Kings of Portugal, and who had 
long fought a friendly connexion with them, was charmed at having an occafion to oblige 
the Portuguefe, and with the greateft readinefs granted what they fo ardently defired, 
that is to fay, the formation of a mercantile eflabliflimcnt. But after a little time he 
regretted, and fought to recall the concefiion he had made; for his courtiers repre- 
fented to him that our people had deceived him, that inltead of a fimple warehoufe 
they were eredling fortifications ; that there were fuflicient grounds for luppofing they 
had intentions of making themfelves mafters of the place, and that if they were per- 
mitted to profecute their works, it might be a difficult matter to difpoflefs them, ’fhe 
King, in confcquence, refolved on attacking us by furprizc, with defign to drive us, 
not only from the poll we occupied, but likewife from the country which it appeared 
to him we had in contemplation to feize upon, and of which eventually wte made our- 
felves mailers, as will be feen in th& following chapter. Before I proceed, however, 
to narrate the particulars of this conqueft, that I may render more intelligible 
what I fliall have to impart, it is meet I Ihould give a curfory detail of the general dif- 
'pofition of the four quarters of the world. 

Oforius, following ancient geographers, divides the globe into three parts only, 
Europe, Afia, and Africa; but moderns, more enlightened, have added to thefe 
America, difeovered in the year 1497, and jullly entitled to form a fourth divifion, 
being of greater extent and richer than the other three. 

Without entering into the merits of the difputed point,* contended for by the Spaniards 
and other, nations, vrf who firft had the honour and gopd fortune of difeovering this 

* The progrefe of the Portuguefe in the art of navigation at this early period is highly worthy of 
remaik ; already, in 1506, their befl marines feem to have been acquainted with the winds, prevalent in 
the tropical regions, anU the advantage of fteering to the weft, in order with greater cafe to double the 
Cape of Good Hope, and avoid the calms and norms, which, on coafting Africa, though the neareft 
courfe, fo much, procraftiuate a voyage to the Indies. £m6. Trams. 
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«irtenfive and beautiful portion of the globe, I may fafely advance that many perfons 
contributed to its exploration. Alvarez Cabral, a Portugiiefe, while failing along the 
coafl of Africa^ was darried away fo much to the weftward by certain violent winds, 
that, without any defign on his part, he made the coaft of the Brazils* jyChriftoval 
Colon, a Genoefe, is reputed to have failed Hill farther weftward, and Americo Vef- 
pucci, a Florentine, is held merely to have accomplifhed what the others had begun. 
However this may be, general confcnt, about the year 1500, applied the name of the 
laft navigator to this part of the globe. It is furrounded by the fea, which, in the 
northern part, feparates it fjom the other divifions, and in the fouth forms the ftrait dif* 
covered by Fernando Magellan, a Portuguefe, in^ 152c 

As the beauty and abundance of a country are in , roportion to the number of tflte 
rivers it can boaft, and as thefe facilitate communication between, its parts, the .mdity 
and value of this is inconfeftible, for it is watered by numerous, broad, and deep ftreams. 
Of thefe the chief arc : the Orellana, which is fifty leagues in breadth and more than 
fifteen hundred long ; the Maranan, fifteen leagues broad ; the Prata (or Silver River), 
from Peru, whence the filver is brought which forms the medium of the whole world’s 
commerce. 

This divifion of the globe moreover furpafles the others by its iflands, of which there 
are five remarkable ones. The firft is Cuba, two hundred leagues in length and feventy 
in breadth ; the fecond Santo Domingo, one hundred and fifty leagues by eighteen ; 
the third St. John, fifty leagues by eighteen ; the fourth ifland is that of St. Janies, its 
dimenfions fifty leagues by twenty ; Maracapana makes the fifth, that in which three 
brethren of our order fuffercd martyrdom from the infidels. 

If we credit the relation of Herodotus refpefting the origin of the denominations 
given to three of the divifions of the globe, W'C muft attribute that of Afia to a fon of 
Maneo, of finiilar name, fo called from the defcent of his family, being from a tribe 
inhabiting the city of Sardis, the members of which tribe were called Afians. This 
divifion is bounded, weftward, by th- Red Sea, which feparates it from Africa ; north- 
ward, by the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Tanais, Dwina and the Palus 
Masotis, which feparate it from Europe. St. Anfelm ftates it *0 contain thirty pro- 
vinces, while others make their number forty-two. However this may be, it is noto- 
rious that in its dimenfions, as in wealth, it furptCfles Europe and Africa united. It 
was antieiilly celebrated as the fitc of the empire of the Affyrians and Medes, and is 
ftill famous from containing the powenul dominions of the Perfians and Turks. In 
this part of the world did the Almighty create c^r primogenitor Adam, and place him 
in a terreftrial paradife ; here it was that a vcitige of the former world was preferved 
in Noah’s ark from the dovaftation of the general deluge ; ard here moll of the 
events related in the old and new teftaments occurred. 

Jofephus, in the firft book of his Jewilh Antiquities (Lib. xv.), affirms, that Africa de-* 
rives its name from Opher, a grandfon of Abraham, who went into Lybia at the head of a 
powerful army. After fighting and overcoming his enemies, he fojourned in the iand ; 
where his prefence was necell’ary, not only to curb the Africans, but alfo the Ethiopia^, 
Phenicians, and Greeks, by whom it was inhabited. The Carthaginians gave fplen- 

• The date of tlie difeovery of the Brazils by Cabral, according to Barros, Decada ‘pr'meira della 
jifui, lib. iv. c. 2. was the 24th of April 1502. Americo Vefpucci was difpatched by Emmanuel on a 
voyage of difeovery to the South Atlantic in 1501 ; and, on the ift cf April 1502, made the coail of 
the province now termed the Terra Firraa ; but he was preceded, according ^tome authors, in the dif- 
eovery of this part of America by Rodrigo de Baftidias and Joano de la Cofa. The merit of the firft dif- 
<A)very of America ii untjneftionably to be attributed to Colon. £no. Tbahs. 
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dour to diis duarter of the world by the ftrength of their iminenfe armies, which 
were uuivei^miy difaded. AfHca contains many diif^ent nations deferring of notice, 
from the manner in which they live, and their ftrange and diflimilar cuftoms ; for 
among (rtheii are fome, the Adrimachides for example, who eat not either of the flelh of 
oxen or fwine. The inhabitants of Mount Atlas feed on pulfe alone. The Africans, 
or Lybians, fupport themfelves commonly on milk and wild animals ; and, while they 
permit the hair to grow on the right fide of the head, lhave that which grows on the 
left. The Macas and Guidanes arc entirely fhorn, and wear crowns fimilar to the 
fillets of our priefts. The Aufes fuffer the hair in front to grow over their forehead, 
fo as to cover the face, but bare the ^ell of the head. The Zingantes generally dwell 
iif forefts, and fubfilt on honey and wild beafts ; as foon as their children are capable 
of toil, they are taught to cultivate the ground, at which employ they are allifted by 
their mothers, while the fathers go to war. 

Pomponius Mela afcribes the derivation of the name of Europe to a princefs, daugh- 
ter of Agenor, King of Tyre in the province of Phenicia, who was feized upon by 
Jupiter and borne to the ifland of Crete, the prefent Candia. 

This laft divifion is parted into many kingdoms, France, Portugal, Spain, England, 
Germany, Poland, &c. France is one of the chief kingdoms of Europe ; its fovereign 
is very powerful both by fea and land, and all its governments are fo amply endowed 
with every fpecies of nsftural produce, and abound in fuch degree in all kinds of mer- 
chandize, as to have no need of the afliftance of foreign countries ; moreover, without 
going to the Indies, it poflell'es within itfelf mines of gold and filver adequate to its 
wants*. 

But now, entering upon the fubjeft of our prefent work, I lhall obferve that Ethiopia 
is divided into two provinces, eaftern, and wcftern. 


• This paffage, no doubt, is an interpolation of Don Gactan Charpy, from whofe tranflation into Frencli 
of the work of Dos Santos, effefted at the inftigation of, and dedicated to the great Colbert, the prefent 
Dnglilh tranflation is given. There can be no queftion of the adequacy of the produce of France to 
anfwer all the natural wants of its population, but luxury has introduced artificial wants which necefli- 
tate a foreign commerce. As the mines of France arc here noticed, and as little in Young's or Lifter’s 
tour through France, given in this work, is mentioned rcfpcdtiiig them, the following account of their 
productions in weight and value, extrafted from the “ Slatiftique de la France et fes Colonies par unc 
Societe de Gens de Lettres et de Savans.’’ Paris An xii. 1804, will probably not be unacceptable 
to the reader, efpccially as the original account, printed under tlie patronage of the goveriiincnt, and 
compofed in great mcafurc by individuals belonging to the different Bureaux, may be regarded as 
official. 
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Eaftern Ethiopia begins at the Cape of Good Hope Rod extends alonjf Jie coaft of * 
the Ocean and the Eaftern Sea to the Red Sea. It is a vety fertj|p province, peopled, 
as is Weftecn Ethiopia, by different nations, whofe cuftoths gKatly vary. The climate 
is exceedingly hot and unwholefome, efpecially for ftrangers, as is exporij|riced by the 
Portuguefe who dwell in this country, who moftly are feized with maladies and die of 
fever ; ftill is not the mortality of the climate of fufficlent weight to deter them from 
adventuring hither, or allay their thirft for gold. 

Welleru Ethiopia coniitiences likewife at the Cape of Good Hope, ftretches to the 
boundaries of Egypt on the eaftern fide of the peninfula of Africa, and is confined on 
the fouth, by the Ethiopia above Egypt, on the north by the borders of I.ybia^ em- 
bi*aciiig the country inhabited by the iVoglodites, t .ilcd by the Greeks Paftors'^dr 
Wild Men, owing to their perpetual refidcncc in groves and forefts, where tley fubfift 
on hunting and plunder. 

Thefe Ethiopians efteein fo highly thofe animals on which they fubfift, that at the 
time of circumcifing their children, they give them the name of the ox, the flieep, the 
lion, &c. regarding tliefe animals, from affording the means of fupporting life, as coad- 
jutors with their fathers and mothers in the exiftence of their offspring. 

Their wives, to whom the lot is afligned of cultivating and fowing the land, are held 
in fo much honour, that where any difl'erence or difputc occurs between two parties, 
they fuinnion the dilpulants before fln in, adjudge the point in queftion, and fo per- 
fedly by their authority terminate the quarrel, that nothing more is heard between the 
parties. In thefe people what is moll; worthy of remark, is to find men of fuch un- 
daunted fpirit, that they combat fearlefsiy the lion and the tiger, and are fo eager {ifter 
reputation, as to reckon life no longer worth preferving when the feeblenefs of age 
reftrains the excrcife of their natural heroifni, yet at the fame time thus fubmiffive to 
women. With them it is held unworthy of a manly charader to be felicitous of 
acquifilions, the after-privation of which -would be followed with pain ; yet does not this 
opinion, by no n/eans a barbarous one, prevent their perfect rcfignation to the will of 
their wives. * 


CHAP. II. — Of the Manner in ^aihich the Portuguefe fortified themfel’vcs in Sofala.—Tbe 
Jca/oiify of the King in confequencc . — The War he waged agaitijl them, in the courfe of 
which be lojl his Ldfe^ and the Porti gucfe \eere confirmed Majters of the Fortrfs. 

SOFALA is a fmall maritime kingdom of Eaftern Ethiopia, dependent on the 
fovereign of Quiteva, fituate between the river Cuama and M'.)unt Manica, in 2o|” 
of fouthern latitude. It extends along the fea and the banks of a river, a leaguw in 
width, which Hows through the country called Mocarangua, by '/imboe, the capitS .1 
and refidence of the King of Quiteva. 'I’he King has dominion over the whole of this 
country, as well as the river of Sotula, whence the inhabtianls carry on uninterrupted 
commerce with thofe of Manica, who make return for the merchandize they lake in 
gold duft. 

While the people of Sofala are abfent on their traffic to Ivlaniija, and colledling gold, 
ivory, amber, and flaves, .iheit wives cultivate the land. 

The fortrefs of Sofala is a perfed fquare building, furrou. ded by a good wall, 
flanked by four baftions w'cH mounted with artillery. It was bey uU in 1505, by order 
of Emmanuel, King of Portugal, under pretence of making I. a magazine for mer- 
chandize j 
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‘ chandize ; .and the Queen, Dona Catalina, who govtaned awhile during the minority 
of her grandfon, D|pSebaftian, canfed its fortifications to be completed in ' 

The governors, o^aptains-general, formerly refiaed fix months apMozambico,, and 
the refidue of the year at Sofala ; but now they dwell altogether at Mozambico, and 
appoint a fubftitute, who governs at Sofala, and fuperintends tlie merchandize in the 
warehoufes there. 

The fame Queen, Dona Catalina t, anxious to render herfelf miftrefs of Sofala, caufed 
fix large Ihips to be equipped, the command of which was entrufted to Pedro da Naya, 
who, after great perils and fuffering much from ftorms, entered the river of Sofala 
with four of his fiiips, and effedled a landing. The two other fliips of his fquadron, 
of greater burthen, kept the fea, as well for the purpofe of oppofing any enemies which 
might appear as on account of the fhallownefs of the river, which could not admit 
vefl'els of their draught of water. The Moorifh King, whofe name was Ruffe, was 
much furprifed at hearing the Portuguefe had difembarked without afking his per- 
miflion ; but the news which firft occafioned alarm, and made him refolve on attacking 
then> with all his powers, was a fource of pleafure to him, on his receiving a compli- 
mentary deputation from the commander of the armament, with an allurance that he 
had been obliged to feek fheltcr in the port in confequence of bad weather, and re- 
quefting his confent to ereft a warehoufe for the fecurity of their perfons, and the 
merchandize with which the fquadron w^s freighted. 

This fovereign, who was blind, governed his ftates in oppofition to an eftablifhed 
law, by which a King or Prince, having any bodily defeft, is held incapable of retain- 
in|[ the feeptre j in this cafe death is efteemed by thefe people preferable to life. But 
this monarch, who owed his blindnefs to accident, difregarded the law, which, as he 
fhortly after obferved to Pedro da Naya, was made for others, but not for him. 

The courtiers of this Prince, as noticed in the firft chapter, informed him 
that the Portuguefe took advantage of his concelfion of leave to build thcmfelves a 
warehoufe, and that inftead they were haftily fortifying themielves, and giving room 
for fuipicions of their entertain^ WTong defigns j they at the fame time recommended 
him to prevent their putting thofe in execution, either by a prohibition againft their 
fiirther profecuting their fortifications, or by obliging them, by force of arms, to demolifli 
what they had begun. After mature refleftion on the fubject, the King law his fault, 
and determined on driving the intruders from their poll, when they fhould leaf! fufpedl 
his intentions, make a general maftacre oPthem, and give up their merchandize as 
plunder to his troops j a mcafure which he reckoned would be eafily efie«l;ted, by taking 
the Portuguefe by furprize. The defign of the monarch being promulgated among the 
Moors, a large army was fpeedily collefted, all being alike animated with the defire of 
making a rich booty. 

.The intended treachery, on its coming to the knowledge of a Moor, named Abexin, 
wras viewed by him with horror, and immediately after, with intent to counterad it, 

* This date is wrong. John III. died June 1 1, 1557* and the education of liis grandfon Sebaftian, and 
the regency, were entrufted to Catalina his Queen. She, notwithftanding the excellence of her govern- 
ment) waB obnoxious to the Portuguefe, on account of her being a Caftfllian ; and in confequence, after 
a (hort time, (he refigned the^ regency to her brother-in-law. Cardinal Henry, and retired to a convent. 
The duration of her Tway in Poitugal being very ftiort, provided the fortSvas completed as here affirmed, 
while (he held the reigns of government, it «yvill probably have been in 1558, and not in 1580. Eng. 
T1LAN6. 

f Again Dos Santos is in error. In the firft chapter he notices the expedition of Da Naya, and the 
fctilement at Sofala, in whiefi he is corred, to have taken place in the reign of Emmanuel, in 150 ^* 6 ^ 
£iig. Teams. 
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lie imparted what he had learnt to Pedro da Naya. The Portuguefe,;nnconfcious of 
haying ddne any thing either agajnft the King or the ftate whi|||||h could provoke fuch 
' treWIneht, was miftruftful at firft of the truth of the cottimunication, for the Moors 
are but. little famed for fincerity ; but Abexin adduced fuch proofs fot;. what he ad- 
vanced, that Pedro da Naya profited by the information, and kept on his guard. 

The appointed time for carrying into effed the meditated maflacre being at hand, he 
ordered his whole force under arms, to await the enemy, who aflailed the Portuguefe 
in the night, at many points, and with vigour incredible, though furpafled by that 
evinced by the attacked ; thefe, on this occafion, taught the Moors, at their coft, to fet 
a high value on the courage of the nation they provoked to war. After a long conflid, 
overpowered by the artillery and frequent fallies f the Portuguefe, they at length 
took to flight in confufion, and fought refuge in the palace of the Prince ; hut hither 
they w'cre purfued by our people, at the point of the fword ; and the K ing, who was 
among the fugitives, being flain, this circumftance encreafed the inveteracy of the 
Moors, who fought now not only to defend thcmfclvcs, but to revenge their fovereign’s 
death. The refolution, the obftinacy'of the inhabitants, was on each fide equal, and 
vidory hovered awhile over either banner ; indeed, towards the clofe we fhould haVe 
been beaten, but for the timely fuccour brought forward by Abexin j this Moor joined 
the Portuguefe with a number of partifans, turned the tide of the battle, and caufed 
the complete overthrow of the enemy, but not^ before they had dangeroully wounded 
Pedro da Naya. 'I'he generous, friendly, and critical affiftance of Abexin was liberally 
rewarded : Da Naya, as an acknowledgment for the fidelity with which he had fulfilled 
his engagements, and the xeal which he had fliewn in the moment of danger, after he 
had completely fortified his magazine, and obtained fettled pofl'ellion of Sofala, caufed 
him to be proclaimed King of the country ; and over it be reigned many years. This 
fovercign was a trufty and fincere friend confbntly to the Portuguefe, and a great enemy 
to his fellow-countrymen, who unw'illingly law thcmfclvcs obliged to fubmit to the 
dominion of the Portuguefe, in lieu of that of the King of Quiteva, formerly lord of 
all tliis country. In procefs of tiine this latter monarch was alfo made tributary to the 
crown of Portugal, W'hich had, at an after-period, no lefs than twenty-two Kings who 
did homage to it for their thrones. 


CiHAP. III. — Of the Trees and Fn.its w/Jic/j fourijh throughout the whole of the Tear 

in the Territory of Sofala. 

WriTl truth may it be affirmed that Sofala is the garden of all this continent ; it is 
overfpicad with jelfamine, perpetually green and perpetually in flower, which by the 
beautiful contrail of its white flowers and lively verdure furnilhes an enamel than which 
nothing can be more grateful to the eye. On every fide are feen, orange, lemon, and 
other curious trees, the Roineyra for example, on which fruit and flow'ers are feen 
growing at the fame time in conllant fuccelfion through the year. The vines are almoll: 
equally exuberant, for the vintages are two-lold, the firlt in January, the other id July. 
Pinc-applcs, refcmbling our peaches in flavour, but far preferable, are very numerous ; 
and, among others, the fig-trees are fo heavily laden with fruit, as pleafmg to the eye 
as they are grateful to the palate, that the branches bend beneath their opprelliye weight. 
Finally, the fugar-c«ine is cultivated along the banks of tite rh er by the Caffres, who 
fubfift on its juice throughout the major part of the, year, but* who have not the inge- 
nuity poflefled by the inhabitants of other countries of cryllallizing the fweet they yield. 

3 • . Here 
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' Here the' people preferre their oranges and lemons^ and carry uu m lynw 
the Indies where the]jiare eaten with nee. ' v# •* 

But, however fruitful the neighbourhood of Sofala, in the offering of‘Porf!o|Mi*'4ts‘ 
Cereal ptodi^^ions are fo limited, that the inhabitants are conftrained to ma^e their 
bread half of rice and half of millet. This bread is formed into a kind of cake, not 
edible except while warm, for when it becomes cold it is harfh, and fo dry, that it . 
cannot be fwallowed without firfl: being foaked in a vinous preparation from millet. 
This extrad is equally potent with the wine prelfed from grapes, and is much drank 
by the Caffres, but the Portuguefe ufe a different wine obtained, as will be feen, from 
the palm-tree. 

If the bread and wine of thefe poor people be little pleafant to the tafte, they are 
on the other hand indemnified by an abundance of meat, for their ftock of oxen, cows, 
fheep, fwine, and wild cattle is very confiderable, exclufive of every fpecies of poultry, 
which is fo plenteous that fifteen large fowls are bought for a Bertangy, a coin equal 
to two tefloons or about eleven-pence fterling. This great plenteoufnefs of food enables 
the lower orders to live very comfortably, and The rich to indulge to fuperfluiiy in all 
kinds of provifion. 

Befides the fecret of foftening their bread, the Caflres have difeovered means of 
maldng a fubftitute for butter, which they ufe as a fauce for boiled rice. They extraft 
this butter from the cakes of preffed Girgelins whence previoufly oil has been exprefl'ed ; 
this oil ferves better for burning than olive pil, and is ufed as an unguent for all kinds 
of wounds. To fecurc a provifion of butter and oil, therefore, every individual lays in 
a ftoqk of Gergelins. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the Manner in which the King of Quiteva takes pojfejfion of his Domi- 
nions, and the Mode of his giving Audience. — Of the prevalent Cujtom of the Country^ 
according to which all the Wives and Concubines f the King devote ihcmfclvcs to Death, 
upon his lofiHg his Life, 

THE name of Quiteva is common to the fovereign lord of the country bordering on 
the river Sofala, which, at his acceffion to that dignity, he affumes to the exclufion of the 
titles he might before have been Icnown by, this dignity in the efteem of the people 
placing him on a par with the Deity ; indeed, the Caffres acknowledge no other gods 
than their monarch, and to him they addrefs thofe prayers which other nations are 
wont to prefer to heaven. 

The Quiteva maintains a number of wives, the chief of whom are his near relations, 
and ,,are denominated his queens j the relidue, by whom alfo he has children, are 
regarded merely as his concubines ; ,from this circumftance, when he dies a great con- 
fufion is created on nominating his fucceffor. The new Quiteva is commonly felefted 
from among thofe of his children who are the offspring of his own daughters, or fifters ; 
with tpefe near relatives he has exclufively the privilege of cohabiting, the laws of the 
country forbidding, in an exprefs manner, his I'ubjedts from intermarrying with their 
fifters or daughters unde;*' penalty of death. 

If the women of whom I fpcak, on the one hand, enjoy the favour and countenance 
of the King during his life, they are, on the other, obliged to give thenffelves up to 
death when he happens to die ; for this purpofe, that^ they may be conftantly ready 
to accompany him in cafe* of his fuddenly expiring, they are always provided with a dole 
of poifon. 
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^ .ITie ^^neous p^ifafion of the princes and yaffals of country that this mortal 
life « iuqpeeded another, in which ftill higher rank awaits me great than they 
ehjo^d'in this world, occafions thofc (whom the more powerful on account of their 
being of oppoflte parties make the vidims of their intereft), to fubmit wiih^oy to their 
rate, in hopes to be courtiers about their King in another world. , 

■• As foon as the Quiteva ceafes tp live, a fucceflbr is chofen, capable of governing with 
■Wifdom and prudence. Commonly for this purpofe, his eldeft fon by the royal blood 
is feledled, and Ihould he fail in the requifite qualifications, the next oldefl, and thus 
in fucceffion the reft; and when among the whole it chances to happen that notone 
adequate to the high poft is found, his fucccflbr is th minifter to whom the defuntt 
was accuftomed to impart his fecrcts. This rule of fucceffion is however not fo ftriftly 
followed but that feme deviations from it occafionally take place. 

Thus, for example, while I was at Sofala, the Quiteva died, and left upwards .of 
thirty children, legitimate and illegitimate ; ftill not one of thefe was nominated to fuc- 
ceed him on the throne, but the brothei* of the deceafed, who, to a thorough know- 
ledge of the affairs of ftate, joined all the qualificatiens neceffary for a governor ; and, 
indeed Ihould he be deficient in this refpefl:, it would be enough that a majority of the 
King’s concubines Ihould join in his favour, as on thefe the poffeffion of the throne depends. 

As foon as the Quiteva is dead, he is buried with his predeceffors, and after his ohlequies 
are terminated, on the fucceeding day. his fucceffor repairs to the royal palace, where he 
meets with fome of the concubines of the latelfing (for it is only thofe moft beloved and in 
whom he was wont to place the utmoft confidence, that take poifon on his dying) , and with 
their confent he feats himl'elf on the throne prepared for him in the midft of a large Kkll ; 
when feated here, a curtain is drawn before him and his wives : hence he iffues orders 
for his proclamation through the ftreets; thisis the fignal for the people to flock to render 
him homage and fwear obedience, a ceremony which is performed amid great rejoicings. 

'The officers and foldiers belonging to his guard in the mean-time place themfelves af 
the gates, and prevent the entrance , T more than fufficient to- filt the hall, that no 
difturbance or confufion may take place. At firft, thofe admitted proftrate themfelves 
on their knees, and thus advance towards the throne one after ihe other, when they 
addrefs the inonarch, he remaining conftantly behind the curtain, without expofing 
himfelf to the public view until every one that has entered, has done him homage. After 
thLs has been effetEled, each, according to the cuftom of the country, fhakes hands with 
the Quiteva, and retires*; he ag'ain places himfelf behind the curtain till the hall is once 
more filled, and the fame ceremony is again repeated : in this manner the whole day 
paffes in receiving homage. The next, the King fends his ambaffadors to publilh the 
death of the late prince, and the peaceable inllallation in his ftead of the new fovereign. 

So great is the refpebl: the Caft'res fliew their King, that on being admitted to liip 
prefence they never prefume to look him in the face, or front him ; but withdrawing 
on one fide, they keep their eyes conftantly bent on the ground, and never fpeak to 
him but on th(iir knees. I’he Portuguefe alone are allowed the privilege of addreffing 
him ftanding ; they othcrwjfe follow the example of the Oaffres, and at intervals'clap 
their hands as a token of joy. 

When all have been admitted to the prefence, and th© levee is fqiinjcd, the King 
caufes wine, extrafted from millet and calLd Pombe, to be prefented to the whole of 
the company. Should it happen that any one from apprehtnlion Should objfeQ; to drink 
of the proffered beverage, the refufal is regarded -as an infult by the Quiteva, and the 
. individual guilty of fuch ill-manners is ordered not to quit the town except with liis 
perroiffion, which, as it is never granted, caufes the delinquent to be thus confignod to 
perpetual imprifonment. 

you XVI. 4 T CHAP. 
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CHAP. V.**-*^^ the Cef monies obferved in caujing one of the Children <f the late King 
io be.fldied OH the Throne,-— Of the civil Wart Occafioned by fuch Staceffions, and the 
Ci0sm. ufml with the ^iteva of devoting himftlf to Death in cafe of any natural 
DefeH. 

THE numerous offspring of the Quiteva occafions many candidates for the throne; 
and as every one of his wives uies her efforts to advance her own progeny to this dig' 
nity, that much intrigue and diffurbance ihould accompany their proje£ls cannot be 
conhdered a matter of furprize. Each endeavours, by prefents and magnificent pro- 
mifes, to increafe the number of her partizans and aggrandife her intereff, at the expenfe 
of that of her competitors, to caufe one of the princes, all of whom are educated in 
another quarter, to be admitted into the palace, for none can come to court without 
the exprefs confent of the King, who in confequence is inceffantly folicited at every 
hand. For, when with royal perraiflion a prince once enters the palace, his preten- 
fions to the throne are regarded as indifputable ; thole, however, who have not this 
permiffion, and by force feek to obtain this fecurity of fucceflion, by fuch demeanour 
not only render themfelves criminal, but forfeit all pretenlions to the fovereignty. 

Contiguous to the dominions of the Quiteva, are thofe of another prince called 
Sedanda. This prince becoming afflicted with leprofy, refolved on following implicitly 
the laws of the country, and poifoning himfelf, conceiving his malatly to be incurable, 
or at leafl; that it would render him fo loathfome in the eyes of his people, that they 
►would with difficulty recognize him. In confequence he nominated his fucceffor, 
holding as his opinion that fovereigns, who Ihould ferve in all things as an example to 
their people, ought to have no defe£f whoever, even in their perfons ; that when any 
defeats may chance to befal them, they ceafe to be worthy of life and of governing their 
^dominions ; and preferring death in compliance with this law, to life, with the repn^^l^ 
of having be^n its ’yicl^tor. 

But this law was not obferved with equal fcrupulo'fity by one of the Quitevas, who, 
having loft a tooth, and feeling no difpofition to fellow the pradice of his predeceffors, 
publimed to the people that he had lolt a front tooth, in order that when they might 
behold, they yet might be able to recognize him j declaring at the fame time that he 
was refolved on living and reigning as long as he could, efteeming his exiftence requi- 
fite for the welfare of his fubjeds. He at the fame time loudly condemned the prac- 
tice of his predeceffors, whom he taxed with imprudence, nay even with raadnefs, for 
hifing condemned themfelves to death for cafual accidents to their perfons, confeifing 
pl^ly, that it would be with much regret, even when the courfe of nature ihould 
biang him to his end, that he ihould fubinit to die. He obferved, moreover, that no 
reafonable being, much lefs a monarch, ought to anticipate the fey the of time ; and, 
abrogating thist mortal law, he ordained that all his fucceffors, if fane, fliould follow 
the precedent he gave, and the new law eftablilhed by him. He likq|ivife flattetred bis 
fubju^ls with the hope of their feeing a new tooth grow in lieu of the one be had loft, 
and adverting to the regret they would experience on loiing a prince whom they loved, 
on account of a defied* which time and patience might eveii|ually remedyi 

A neighbourmg Sedanda, having once been nominated for his fucceffor by a Quiteva, 
on his dying, with reafon attempted to enter the palace, and feat hiipfelf among the 
women of the defundl, expeding according to cuftom that every one would acknow- 
ledge his right ; but he found his expectations vain, as the women with whom be was, 
at enmity, began to tntngue together to exclude bam from tbe throne* With this view 
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ihey tm|>ut«d to him many imperfedinns ; openly oppt^ed hh peaceable iifltiatlon, and 
objeded to his ending the palace. The prince, wm trufted to reconcile' them to 
llttereil by dint of prefents and promifes, imagined their aveHion would be of ihort 
duration, and that with the ihatles of night all difficulty would vanilh he confe* 
quently, unappreheniive of the lengths to which they were capable of going, fufifere4 
^ night to pafs without offering the flightefl. umbrage. In the morning he again pre* 
fetited himfelf in front of the palace, but encountered ftill greater refiftance than on the 
preceding day, 'which obliged him a fecond time to retire. As foon as he was gone, the 
women immediately feni to another prince who was abfent, enjoining Iiim to repair 
whbout delay to the palace, to take his feat among the*' , and affumc the throne. This 
being effefted without any parade, the poor Sedand.v found himfelf fupplantid in a 
throne which he confidered infallibly his own ; and relenting the affront thu'' put ujioa, 
him, he fought for vengeance by a refort to arms ; in this view he applied to his 
friends and partizans, who promifed him fupport : but as thofe to whom he addfcffed 
himfelf were mere courtiers, who looked to improve their fortunes by his fuccefs, an,d 
as by having recourfc to arms they would, according to the conftrudion of law, be 
guilty of treafon, they, as foon as they were informed that the other prince had been ' 
proclaimed King, and had peaceable poueffion of the crown, abandqped him to his fate : 
thus the unfortunate Sedanda faw all his hopes deftroyed, and was even obliged to fly 
for fafety to the territories of his neighbours. 

As foon as the new King is acknowledged legal poffeffor of the throne, he fummons 
all his grandees to repair to court, to affift at the ceremony of breaking the bow of 
deceafed Quiteva, which bow is the fame as was made on his acceffion to the kingdomt 
This aggregation of the nobility is a ftratagem ufed by the fovereign to enable him to 
rid himlelt ot his enemies, for under pretence of making a court in the other world for 
the deceafed, h? caufes thofe grandees who are obnoxious to him to be affaffinated for 
tbi^rpofe of attending that monarch, and gives the polls which thpy enjoyed to fuch 
as poffeis Iiis favour ; thofe however w’uw are inimical to the new King are not accullomed 
to obey the fummoiio, but prefer retiring to the dominions of fome neighbouring prince, 
where they pafs the remainder of their days : in this they are imitated by all who may 
have objeded tb the nominatipn of the King. 

CHAP. VI. — (y tie ExceJejt of the Caffres every OTear on occajion of the Anniverfary 
of the funeral Ohfequies of the King's Predecejfors > — How at thefe Times the Kingfuf- 
fers himfelf to be vifibly impofed upon by a Sorcerer, who counterfeits the Voice of the 
defunil Monarch ; and of the efteem this engenders for him among the People. 

THE King, every year, on the appearance of the new moon in the month of Septem-i 
ber, repairs to a mountain covered by a large foreft called Zimboc, wliich is the place 
of fcpulture of the Kings. By a convocation of all his courtiers, and others who flock 
hither from every part to be prefent at the ceremonies ufed on the occafion of the cele- 
bration of Ac obfequies of the Kings, he pretends to afford comfort to the fouls of liiS 
predeceffors. As however the ceremonies confift chiefly of exceffes, it is by no meahS 
wonderful thefe monarchs ffiould ^rfift in their errors ; they bewail the dead by dto 
^drinl^g, and defift from leaping and dancing, thfcn only when fatigue obUges them 
to ceafe. The order of this anniverfary is as follows : 

On the appmnted day they repair to Ae mountain, and in U.w fotell And materials 
for fealling already prepared j here they eat and drink fo plenteouliy, that throughout 
Ae Week Aefe orgies 1^, no one knerws his companion. * < 
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The Kihg, who excites the company to drink,* prides hirafelf on bang tliC' beft and 
greateft ti^eir bf the affehiblage ; but the inoft divenihg part thei^ (cefie is to fee a 
troop, of jbeopJc drunk with wine, and fcarcely able to Hand, fo mad as to exhibit 
a mpdh-engagement. For this pufpofe they divide themfelvcs into two parties, one 
pppoilite to the other, their bows in their hands, from which they inceflahtly difcharge 
flights of arrows into the air as fignals of rejoicing. Now they advance towards each 
other like two battalions about to engage, now ftrive each party to break through the 
ranks of the on^ oppofed, mingling in a pleafing manner their forces, and playing off 
a number of manoeuvres. Thofe who remain firm on the field of battle are acknow- 


ledged the moft valiant, and bear away the prize fet afide for thefe gambols j but the 
adjudgment, it will readily be conceive^ is not always the moft correft, nor can thofe 
who bell fuftained the Ihock. at all times be rightly thought the braveft, as the confli^l 
is between men fo deeply intoxicated as not to know their next companion. 

The feafting terminated, the King and all his courtiers pretend for three days to 
bewail the death of their former Kings ; after this period a demon enters into a Caffre 
forcerer, and fo well imitates the voice of the laft King whofe obfequics are celebrated, 
that every one is deceived, arid imagines that it is the foul of the King from the other 
world, returned to teach the reigning prince how to govern his people, which fpeaks. 
The King now advances to confer with the forcerer; every one proftrates himfelf; and 
after other marks of refpeft for the foul of the prince, all retire, and leave the King 
tete-4-tcte with the man poffelTed, who not only imitates the voice of the deceafed King, 
but fjjeaks in all kinds of languages if required, and holds converfation with the mo- 
narch with the fame familiarity a father would with a fon who might interrogate him 
on what is to happen in his kingdom. The demon pretends to unfold the future, 
declares w'hether or no war will take place, and if the living King fhall prevail or be 
vanquifhed ; whether his fubjefts fhall revolt ; and many other fimilar things, in which 
divers impoftures are dealt: and notwithftanding the King is aware of the cheat,ihe 
neverthelefs annually continues the farce on account of the profit he derives from it in 
prefents made on the occafion, and the eftefm this mock-conference nourifhes for him 
in the minds of the people ; thofe regarding him as the favourite of the fouls of the 
dead, and believing he holds converfa with them when he will ; that he learns from 
them, as oracles, whatever paffes in his dominions ; and is inftruded thus in the 
rule of government he fliould follow. 


It is not only at Sofala that recourfe is had to demons, the like praflice is common 
in|China. Father Mendoza, in his hiftory of that country, relates thefe gentile bar- 
tlpbns to be accuftomed to addrefs themfelves to demons, with whom they hold con- 
verfe at pleafure ; he even adduces an inftance to this effed ; on failing from China to 
cHe Philippines in a Chijiefe junk, fo dreadful a tempeft arofe that all on board gave 
themfelves up for loft, dhe Chinefe at this time began invoking their demons; the 
which perceiving the monks on board addreffed their prayers to heaven, and thefe pre- 
vented the effed of the incantations of the Chinefe ; and as the infidels were felicitous 
of knowing why they icceivtd no fuccour when in fuch prefling need,, and wherefore 
fo far from their danger diininifhing, as often before had been the cafe, it increafed, the 
demons, though they alone were the authors of tfie lie, tyere conftrained to acknow- 
ledge the truth of the cafe, confeffing they were unable to effed any thing owing to 
the prayers of the monks on board ; a confeflion, however, which put thefe fervants 
of God in danger of being alfaffinated every inftant by the Chinefe, and caft into the 
fea. '1 he Chinefe at length added written invocations to thofe they had uttered aloud* 
to which they received for anfwcr, that they had nothing to apprehend, as before three 
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days elapledj thsy would arrive at the defired heaven in fefety. The falfity of this pre-* 
dimon was, however, made clear by the event, for the time expreffed was much ex- 
ceeded,* and frelh tempeils arofe before they made the port, tempefts which vilibly 
abated at the interceffion and prayer of thefe good monks, as even the C,>hinefe them- 
felves allowed. This confeffion, indeed, on their part, extorted by the faft, was the 
caufe of fome among them abandoning their fuperflitions, and embracing the true 
reli^n. 


CHAP. VII. — Of the Obfervance on the part of the ^affres of certain FeJiivaU^ during 
which no Labour is followed j and of the Punifhmcnt inflided by them on a Portyguefct 
on occafton of his killing a Calf on one of thefe f acred Days. — Of tin twenty f even 
Paradifes they exped to find in another World, and the ChaJUfement they will have Jo 
endure in one of the thirteen Hells they imagine to exifi. 

IT is not without reafon the CafFres are regarded as one of the moft wicked and 
barbarous nations upon earth, for they are permftly ignorant of all things neceflary to 
falvation. They are without religion, liave neither temples nor altars, offer no facri- 
fices, have no minifters of worfliip, nor images reprefenting a divinity, though they 
have a confufed idea, the refult of natural inftinfl:, which internally admoniflies them 
of the exiftence of fome preternatural principle. They hence acknowledge a God, 
who both in this and the world to come they fancy meafures retribution for the good 
and evil done in this. They likewife believe in the exiftence of twenty-feven paradif#, 
where every one enjoys a pleafure proportionate to the merits of his life. They do not 
conceive that animals aft from pure inftin^l, but allowing them a reafonable faculty, 
hold them alike amenable with man to reward and punifliment, and affign them a 
fpecial feat of blifs, to which the fouls of Caffres will have accefs, thofe only excepted, 
who, notwithftanding they believf ‘ 1 a great God whom they call Molungo, have yet 
paffed their live-' in wickednefs. Thefe,' they fancy, will be condemned to a privation 
from the fight of his holy prefence, and fuffer torment in one of die thirteen hells they 
admit, each proportionate to the evil they have done. Thefe opinions are traditions 
handed down from father to fon, as they have no written teftimonies, and refrain from 
learning ciiher to read or write. 

Notwithftanding thefe are merely traditions, they yet are firmly perfuaded of their 
truth. They, moreover, implicitly believe that monkeys have formerly been human 
beings, endowed with reafoning faculties equal to thofe of the human fpeciM|j|and 
ah<^t even now they are dumb merely from apprehenfion that if they fhould tauRiey 
would be made to work. • 

Though convinced of the exiftence of a Deity, they neither adore nor pray to hum, 
but addrefs themfelves wholly to their fovereigns, through whofe interceffon with 
heaven, as they hold him to be capable of convei'ling with the fouls of the dead, they 
look to obtain whatever they require. , . 

The King, profiting by the fimplidty of his fubjeds, ne^er grants them audience with- 
out they bring with them handfome prefents ; hence thefe iMfortunatg beings, under 
the pcrfualion that their' King is a Deity, exhauft their utmolt means, and ruin them- 
ielvcs in gifts to obtain wdth more facility what they need. 'I’hus, proftrate at his feet, 
they implore of him, when the weather long continues dry, .10 intercede with heaven 
that they may have rain j and when too much rain has fallen, that tliey may have fair 
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weather; thue aUb in cafe' of windi^ fiorme, and erery thing they 'WtMtld dthtf dbiire* 
cate or impkoro. 

The King« well convinced that he poiTefTes no fuch power, and that fueh things 
depend on a'grcat God, Lord of heaveh and earth, never fails of returning an encou^ 
raging anfwer, couched in general terms, telling them to go back to their hdttfes, 
that he will reded on what uey afk, that he will ufe his beft efibits for their comfort, 
and that, after a fhort time, if their wilhes fhoultf not be fatished, they mull; again 
come to him to iterate their prayers without dread of tiring his patience, for that he 
deems it a pleafure to liflen to the complaints of his people, that he may be employed 
in procuring a remedy as ample as his power admits. 

The people, notwithftanding they obtain nothing of what they aflt from the King, 
ftill perfevere in their entreaties ; and as they never go empty-handed to his prefence, 
but conftantly with prefents adequate to what they require, they ftrip themfelves of 
nearly all they are worth. In the mean time rain falls or ceafes ; the wind, which cannot 
blow for ever, finks into a calm : but, inftead of attributing thefe events to the groat 
Molungo, the immutable decrees of God who wills the lucceflion of feafons, they 
aferibe them to the King, on whom the people rely, from the facility he poflefles of 
communicating with the fouls of their Kings. Thus does the King take advantage of 
the ignorance of his fubjeds, and profit by popular fuperftition, which he promotes 
by a variety of illufive pradices. 

On interrogating fome of the bed informed among them refpeding where they con- 
caved the, fouls of thofe to be who had lived a good life and fulfilled their moral 
dudes’ upon earth, and whether they were in the heaven of Molungo, the anfwer was 
— That this feat of beatitude was inhabited by God alone; that the bleft had for 
their abode certain delightful fpots, where they enjoyed three times thrice three times 
told that pordon of enjoyment they had experienced in this life ; that the fouls of men 
were imperilhable ; * and that the joys of the future life vaftly exceed whatever can bd 
known on earth. Thefe opinions afford ground for belief, that at fome former period 
many among them enjoyed a knowledge of trqe religion ; and this is corroborated not 
only by their creed, refpe<5ling the immortality of the foul, but alfo by their obfer- 
vance of occafional feftivals, with a ftridnefs which might put Chriftians to the blufh; 
for many Chriftians profane them by dedicating them to labour, or pay but little re- 
gard to their feftivals, whereas thefe infidels fcrupuloufly obey the law which forbids 
them to kill on thefe days any living thing whatever, even for their fupport, as will 
be f^ by the following relation. 

ilportuguefe merchant, travelling with his people from Sofala to Zimbo^, was ob- 
liged; owing to bad weather, to lemain during one of thefe feftivals in the town of 
Qvetkvz . ; and, being ignoiqnt of the rigorous law forbidding the killing of any animal 
on this day, he had an ox ilaughtered for himfelf and his Haves. The Quiteva, to whom 
this was immediately reported by fpies maintained by him in the town, who bring him 
intelligence of all that pafies, was exceedingly angry that the Portuguefe fhouid prefume 
to viomte a day fo facred, and, as a puniftment for the crime committed a^inft the 
great Molungo, forbade either himfelf or his flaves to eat of the ox he bad lalied, and 
not only this, but ordered that it fhouid be kq>t in his hdufe till fuch time as the 
Mufimo, or fitint of the day, whofe fdlival it was, fhouid come and confume it. 

The unfortunate Portuguefe, not daring after this order to touch the bead, left it i 
in the condition it was bn his receiving the King’s command ; and, as he had not 
hitheHo withdrawn the entrails, the great heat which prevails at that feafon of the year 
foon renderednit putrid. It afterwards fmelt fo badly that the merchant could not bear 
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the lioufo, IwRcirer he im, by exprefit dlnftioii of the King, obliged to et»de, 
as a puaiftme9fof haying proianed the fan^ty of the day. Prefects were now netted 
to^ bat in vain ; nothing could fhake the rdblntion of the King, nor induce him to 
grant permiffion to daughter another beaft foi* the fupport of the Portugnefe and his 
iervaats. Here may remarked .the religious fcrupuloiity of this barbarous King, 
who preferred expofing a whole town to infection from die putrefadion of the animal, 
to allowing the infraftion of the holy law. This regularity in an infidel prince Ihould 
ferve as an example to thofe Chriftians who have fo little regard for the due obfervance 
of the holy labl^th, and other fefiivals. 


CHAP. Vin.— (y th« Title ghen by the Caffres to the Quitevat ejlftmedby us injuriouit 
and vshicb with them are looked upon as honourable Dijiindionst and of their Manner ^ 
Procedure on Trials. 

THE Quiteva has three or four hundred men for his guards, who are called Inficis, 
that is to fay, butchers or executioners, who faithfully execute his orders on thofe 
whom their fovereign condemns to death. Indeed, their mere appearance occaficajs 
terror ; for with them they carry all the infiruments requifite for the prompt execution 
of their duty, according to the fentence pronounced, and without any form of proccfs 
behead, hang, or otherwife put to death on the fpot, whenever the King condemns 
on this account all avoid coming in their way as much as poflible, left they fhould be 
the fubjed of their orders, or the vidim of their error or indignation. 

Previous to performing an office enjoined them, they aflemble round the palace of 
the King, crying aloud, “ Iiihama, Inhania,” words that fignify they are about to put 
fope one to death. With this objed in view, they carry a long cord round their necks, 
and another round their waift, for r,.i^ing thofe with who are condemned ; when they 
have in one hand a cudafs, and in the other a large club, it is a fignal of fome one 
being to be beheaded. As foon as the criminal is apprehended, they give him a heavy 
blow on the head with the club, which felling him to the ground, they immediately 
fiUl upon him and cut off his head. 

There are other Caffres who are likewife attendants on the King, and are called , 
Marombes. Thefe furround the palace, and fing the praife of the King, whom they 
term lord of the fun and moon, king of the earth, of mountains, woods, and forefts,' 
the conqueror pf his enemies, great in all things, the great forcem*, the great thief Ae 
gr^t lion, giving him alfo the name of other beafts, names which are not confidefed 
injurious, provided they be accompanied by the defignation Gr^at: when the King tra/eW . 
to any part alfo, he is attended by muficians who fing his praile. ' 

Qf thefe people the King makes ufe for carrying his orders where requifite, and 
wherever they pafs all are emulous of entertaining them in the beft poffible manner, aeid 
of tnaking them the moft valuable prefents. If any thing attrads their fancy, they 
a hint of its pleafing them firft, but if the poffeffor Ihould not of himfelf be To coia)- 
plaifant to prefent it to theni, they are impudent enough to feiie upon if without aity 
daring to refill them ; fo far from it, every one eftasms himfelf fortunate provided he 
Ihould have any thing worthy acceptance. Sometimes, indeed, -fhey are guilty of out- 
rage on individuals to poffefs thetrfelves of their property ; aiwi iff othera^they meet 
.with people who fefift depredations, and oblige them to undergo one of the three 
following ordeaU for difeovering ttie truth before the judge. ' 

The ^ 
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The modes df adminiftermg jtiftice are threej^ by what are termed (^hs, but wldeh 
are frightful Jjroccfles. The firft coufifts in fwallowing poifon without Ipcoirfcquences } 
the fecond in licking a bar 'of red-hot iron ; and the third in fwallowing bitter waiter 
without inconvenience. ^ * 

The firll: of thefe oaths or ordeals is termed by the^Caffres, Liicaffe. A vafe full of 
poifon is prefented to the perfon, who by oath is to purge himfelf of a crime with which 
he is charged, and who is alTured that it will do him no harm provided he be innocent ; 
but alfo, provided he be guilty and conceal the truth, that it will furely prove his death. 
The dread of this trial often induces criminals to confefs the deeds they are charged 
with, which are exemplarily puniflied ; for the judge condemns the agereffor or he who 
made felfe depofition, together with his wife and children, to become ror ever the Haves 
of the injured party, and half his goods and pofleflions advert to that party, and half 
to the crown. But what is moft aftonifliing, if the perfon accufed be innocent, the 
poifon does him no injury whatever, whereas if he be guilty he expires immediately 
after fwallowing the draught. 

The fecond oath or ordeal is termed Xoqua : a piece of iron is heated red-hot in a 
furnace, from which it is taken by a pair of tongs, and prefented to the perfon who 
has to undergo the proof, and who is direflied to lick it, with aflurance that his inno- 
cence or guilt will appear by the experiment ; for that, if he be criminal, it will not 
only bum his tongue but his face alfo, but that if guilty it will do him no injury, 'fhe 
afped of this frightful apparatus fo much terrifies the unfortunate beings, fubjeft to its 
proof, as to make them fweat and tremble exceedingly, and almoft become petrified, 
wavering in irrefolution whether to malhtain their falfity or confefs their crime, in 
order to avoid a torture capable of drawing confeflion of that even of which they have 
not been guilty. What, however, is certainly fhameful, fome Chriftians have been 
known to fubjefl: their flaves to this ordeal ; and of them feveral have even for three 
fuccelfive times licked a red-hot bar without experiencing the leaft hurt. 

The third oath or ordeal is not equally dangerous with the preceding. It is termed 
by the Caffres, Calang. A beverage is compofed of difagreeable herbs boiled in a pot, 
the juice of which is exceedingly bitter, and this is prefented to the accufed with ad- 
monifhm^pt, that if innocent he will take the whole at a draught, and vomit it back 
without any confequence ; but that he muft take care of what he is about to do, fince 
if culpable, and defirous yet of deceiving, and feeming innocent, on fwallowing the 
fmallefl portion of the beverage it will choak him, an event which has oftentimes 
occurred. * 

^ne is at lofs to what, unlefs the interpofition of the Deity, a circumftance fo ex- 
traordinary is to be^feribed. It is pollible, that divine interference may on fuch occa- 
^ons be exercifed for the manifeftation of the innocence of the perfon accufed, and to 
draw down a merited chaftifernent on the guilty. This ordeal is indifputably bounded 
on holy writ, for in the Old Teftament are many examples almoft in every refpcdl ac- 
cordant. In the book of Numbers, chap. v. efpecially, it is ftated as an ordonnance, 
when a hufband difputes the fidelity of his wife, that he Ihould conduct her to a Levite, 
who flrould adminiftqr to her certain bitter waters to drink, and that if fhe had been 
unfaithful, her entrails in confequence would/ be fo powerfully affefted that fhe would 
fhortly after burft, but that if iraioCent they would do her no harm. 

There is, moreover, in Sardinia, a certain well, the waters of which are in no refpect 
lefs miraculous ; for tf an individual has been guilty of robbery, or if ahy defire exift 
of knowing the truth of any fecret or important adion, in one or the other cafe, pro; 
vided the perfon fufpeded in the one inftance of theft, or in the other of falfehood, be 

brought 
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brought to Ac well, and his face be waflied with,(the water drawn from if, if he be 
guilty he imn^Wiately becomes blind, but if innocent, it will beneBt and ftrenethen 
the fight. 


CHAP. IX.-— 0/" the ridiculous Drefs of the Caffres ; their fmgular Manner of cutting 

their Hair,fo diffcretit from that of the Quitcva, who wears a Refemblance of Tour 

Homs on his Head^ his Subjects being allowed but three. — Of their Mode of hunting. 

ALL the Caffres are well made, and of good app arance ; but they render them- 
felves ridiculous by the extravagant mode of their drctiing their hair, which is frizzled 
and cut in fuch manner as to prefent the appearance of horns on each fjdc f tae head, 
and on their forehead * ; to keep it erect, they tie the hair round a flick with a kind of 
grafs, which ferves them for ribbons. This praftice they adopt, as tli^y fay, to imitate 
male animals, on whom nature has bellowed the ornament of horns to diflinguifh them 
from females ; women, that art may prefent tlte fame diilinftion with the human, as 
nature does with the brute creation, are prohibited from wearing their hair dreffed in 
this manner. Moreover, as well in the difpofition as the number of the horns, there 
is a difference between the Quiteva and his fubjedls ; this prince wearing one on 
his forehead half a foot long, two others above his ears, and one on the nape of his 
neck, whereas his fubje<.‘ls are permitted to wear no more than three. 

There is little difference between the drefs of the fovereign and the great, and that 
of the common people: the former are clad^J^m the waifl downwards, in a robe of*cot- 
ton or ftik; the latter in the fkins of monkeys^r other animals killed in hunting. Thofe 
who arc deflitute of means to clothe themfelves go entirely naked, without any one 
taking exception ; the more wealthy wear at times Machiras, or long cloaks, which 
train on the ground. Thefe are worn faftened to the left fhoulder only ; and the length 
of the train of them is deemed to : w.; to the gravity of the walk of the wearers while 
it denotes the cafe of their circumftances. As to what regards hofe, fhoes and (lock- 
ings are unknown, the King and the people alike going bare-fool, ilut they may be more 
aftive in running and,hunting. » 

They have ever been pallionately attached to the latter exercife, lefs for the pleafure 
it affords, than from their antipathy to labour, being naturally fo idle, that when obliged 
to remain at home, they pafs the day in drinking, dancing, and jumping, leaving to 
their wives the culture of the ground, and fpending their whole lives in pallime and 
pleafure; this indeed I'o generally, that there are no exceptions but a finall numbe^of 
artilims, employed in fabricating cloths and fluffs of cotton-wool, and in tipping their 
arrows, in arming their clubs with iron, and fabricating offenfivc and defenfive weapon^ 
as well for ufe in war as in hunting. 

When a hunting-party is propofed, the people go out conftantly accompanied by th» 
majority of Aeir moft intimate friends, and efpecially when the Quiteva intends a royal 
hunt. On this laft occafion, all the Caffres of the neighbourhood of the fpot whore it 
is to take place, are advifed of his intention, and affemble to the number ofi||bur Qr 
’ five hundred men. Thefe «furround fome wood in which the\* know there is game, 
keeping clofe together, penetrate the clofell thicktets, ejaculate loud cries, beat the 

» Mofes in ancient paintings, is reprefented with two horns on theheai-^ , Was this mode of drelhng 
the hair ever common in Egypt ? and did the Egyptians, in this cafe, f<;t llic falhion themfelves, or rc- 
■ceive it from the EthiopianM Emc. Tkans. 
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biiflieSj and fo intimidate th<: tenants of the foreft, little accuftomed to hear the filence 
of their (hades invaded by the Ihouts of man, that they leave their haunts and peaceable 
retreats to Hy for fafety to the open country. Here they find themfelves befet bf' a 
multitude ftf hunters and hounds, by whom they are purfued and overwhelmed with 
clouds of arrows. It is only when the monarch is prefent, that a lion is allow^ed to be 
killed, for of all his titles, that on which he mod prides hinifelf, is king of thefe ani- 
mals } foch as Ihould prefunte to violate the ordinance which proferibes the hunting of 
lions, except on occalion of the prefence of the king, would expofe himfelf to be 
feverely mulcted, or even perhaps to the penalty of death. 


CHAP. X.-— (y three Modes of hunting vfual with the Caffres ; and of vjhat hefel a 
certain Portuguefe^ who in the Abfence of the Quiteva, happened to kill a Lion. 

THERE refided at Sofala a certain Portuguefe, called Rodriguez Lobo, who had fo 
much ingratiated himfelf with the Quiteva, that he obtained from him a grant of the 
major part of the ifland of Maroopa, on the river Sofala. 1 his monarch, imitating 
the conduct of other fovercigns towards their favourites, drove by every means to 
aggrandize Lobo, and elevate him above the red of his courtiers j and, to crown his 
largeffes, bedowed on him the title of his wife, as one of liie mod driking tokens of 
his attachment. Rodriguez, who, on his fide, was as little free as others ifom the 
common failing of favourites, of abufmg the confidence of their prince, imagined all 
was permitted him, confeious, as he was|j|pf the king having ordered all his fubjects to 
treat him as his wife. He, confequently, one day affembled a number of friends and 
(laves to take the diverfion of hunting, and, roufing a lion, he (hot at and killed the 
bead, notwithdanding he knew that an adtion of this kind was prohibited under penalty 
of death. The favourite, whofe good fortune had drawn on him a liod of enemies, 
was (hortly after denounced to the King, as a violator of the law ; the denouncers 
thinking thereby to ruin him in the royal edeeni, and, by his difgrace, to pave the 
way to their own advancement. Their defign fucceeded ; they found the king difpofed 
to chadife the prefumption of Rodriguez, and make him an example to the whole king- 
dom, w'hich (hould deter others from daring to repeat fuch deeds in oppofition to his 
decrees. 

Lobo, aware of his crime, and fearful led his enemies (hould prevail to his prejudice, 
had recourfe to dratagem. He caufed the lion to be covered with leaves as if he would 
conceal it, and, enveloping it with a number of pieces of cloth, prefented it in this (late 
to the king, to whom be directed to be dated, that Rodriguez Lobo, whom he had 
^honoured with ‘the title of his well- beloved wife, while hunting, was attacked by a lion 
whofe fury threatened his life ; and that, defirous of preferving it, lefs on his own 
account than for the fatisfadion of his lord, for whom he lived more than for himfelf, 
he had lanced a javelin at, and killed the terrible animal ; and the better to fulfil his 
vengeance for the daringntfs of the bead, he had thought right to fend it to him as the 
great »ng of the lions, that his orders might judify the (feed, which in itfdf was in- 
nocent; and. that his (hbjeds might look upon it as one of which he modhumbly befought 
his Majedy to believe he could n4>t premeditatedly have been guilty. The handfome 
turn given to this fpeech by Rodriguez Lobo fo much pleafed the King, that he lent 
him word he might make himfelf eafy on the fcore of the lion, fince he might have 
been in fomc danger from it ; and that in future he was at liberty, as long as any lions 
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remiuned on his ifland, to facrifice as many as he pleafed, •either for his amufemcnt, or 
to revenge their depredations. The courtiers, who were preient at this detcrmihation 
of^he fovereign, applauded its propriety, and were as loud in the praife of Rodriguez 
as they had Ihortly before been violent againft him. In the mean-time, thfii his favou- 
rite might be juftified in the eyes of the people, he ilTued a proclamation, by which all 
people, Rodriguez Lobo his dear wife alone excepted, were prohibited, under pain of 
death and confifeation of all their goods, from killing lions. 

The Caffres being expert hunters, ufe a variety of Ihcans in furprifing animals : fome- 
tlnies they dig pits four or live feet deep, and feven or eight long, but wider af the top 
than the bottom : thefe they cover with branches of trr and Itraw, in order that the 
more weighty animals, tigers for example and clephaius, falling into them, may be fo 
much hurt as to be unable to releafe themfelves, and thus remain at the diferrtioix of the 
hunters, to perilh of hunger, or by Ihots or arrows. 

At other times they furround the coverts in which the game lie, as I have before 
deferibed, and oblige them to take to the river ; when, from the oppofite fide, they 
llioot at them till fome lucky arrow pierces a mortal part. 

Now again, when the equinodiial rains fwell the volume of the river and make it 
^jverflow, and the wild beads are driven from their holds by the inundation, they await 
them on the upper grounds, whither they repair to avoid the waters, and find them 
colleQcd in fuch numbers, that fcarcely an arrow is Ihot but kills fome o.r other of the 
herds; for, on this occafion, though their natural ferocity at other times is fuch that 
they prey on each other, this fiercenefs unolrgoes a change which is furprifing ; they 
feem united as much as when they entered iq(|p the ark, and peaceably colledl in btmds 
and herds as if the common danger alone engtoffed their faculties, and rendered them 
common friends. 

The lord of the ifland in the river, folidtous once of exhibiting a hunting match 
to Father Dos Santos, afl’emblcd more than five hundred men, armed with bows 
and arrows and fome match locks, ' 'n entering the wood they killed three wild boars, 
and purfued feven'! others, as well as fome elephants and tigers, which were fo much 
intimidated that they fled to another quarter ; while, however, tii." were in purfuit of 
thefe, they found a young lion and a tiger whelp, which they captured, and which were 
prefented to Father Dos Santos ; he accepted them with great pleafure, but foon had 
reafon to repent his pofl'cflion of them, for the mother-tiger feenting her young in 
his houfe, came the following night, making hideovts outcries in the neighbourhood as 
if ready to devour all the inhabitants, and dafliingwith violence .againft the doors and 
windows, a pradlice fhe repeated four nights running. But whether tigers cannot 
bear confinement, whether the whelp was too young to be parted from its mother, it 
died at the end. of the fourth day ; and the carcafe being thrown into the fields, was 
not found again on the next morning, whence it liras fuppofed the mother had borne 
it away. 

At another time Father Dos Santos, in company with another monk, were much 
terrified at feeing a Cafl're making towards them at full fpeed, and feemmgly admonifh- 
ing them of fome danger they did not perceive. On his jc ining them, howetpr, they 
found his motive to be merely to induce them to quicken the^ pace that they might 
behold fix lions, which had juft paffed the river, and which were traveling a neigh- 
bouring valley. The monks made haflq towards the fpot, bat not trufting too much 
either to the Caffres or the lions, which were vifiblc only by le trace they made in 
the grafs, of great height and very thick, they had the precaution to take their ftation 
on the fymmit of a hill. 

The 
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The monks, who paflecl the night here, towards day break overheard the roaring of 
lions and tigers, feemingly difputing the prey one of them had taken. This as he 
devoured kept growling at and tfireatening the others to prevent their feizing it fr«n 
him. 

Tigers are lb fond of human flefh, whether alive or dead, that in the latter cafe, 
when they Icent the putrifying bodies, they enter the places of fepulture to tear them 
from their graves j to prevent this, the graves are dug to foine depth, and over them a 
large ftone is laid. One morning "a dead tiger was found on a tomb, after vainefibrts 
to tear from the grave beneath a body which was interred, and after, in the attempt, 
having dug a grave for himfelf, in which he expired of old age, wounds, and 
hunger. 

Befides lions, tigers, and leopards found in this country, naturalifts relate that it pro- 
duces reptiles called Inhazaras*, which have four toes to the fore feet, and five to the 
hinder : they live like rabbits in warrens, whence they occalionally go abroad for fub- 
fiftencc, and feed on ants. Many affirm they fubfift on air, grounding their opinion 
on the circumftance of nothing but air being found in their entrails after their death ; 
but the moft probable matter, as they have no teeth, is, that ants are their fupport, 
for they are conllantly found near ant-nefts with their mouth open and tongue proi, 
truded, whence the little induflrious inhabitants, continually fallying forth to fwell 
their wintry ftore, colleft on the tongue of the Inhazara, as if they would carry it 
away to their hoard ; and when this reptil^eels its tongue fufficientiy loaded it draws 
it in, clofes its jaws, and at once devours* he little family which hoped to eat him 
piecemeal. # 


CHAP. XI.-— Of the uncertain Abodes of the Cajfres, who pitch their Tents where PUnty 
reigns. The Manner in which their Law-fuits are terminated^ whether before the 
King or Governors of Provinces.— Their Mode of making Wine from Millet and Rice. 

THE Cafffes, being naturally idle and averfe from labour, conllantly pitch for their 
refidence on fpots produdtive of abundance of the means of fupport, which, however, 
it is difficult for them to find, as they commonly remove in bodies of from three to 
four ihoufand, and encamp now in one now in another quarter ; and as they do not 
very willingly quit their abodes, though but of llraw, when they begin their march 
their camp is fet on fire in order that none may linger or return ; when they arrive at 
a fpot I'uited to their purpofc they conftrufl; others. Their ftock of moveables is veiy 
flender, confifting merelv of a bow and arrows for each male, a fingle pot for each 
family, in which their millet and rice is cooked, and two fpoons, one for ftirring their 
nee and another to cat with. Irrgencral they fleep on a mat of reeds fpread on the 
ground j and in the midlt of winter they kindle a fire in the middle of the houfe, round 
which each places himfelf to fleep or reft. Their idle nature inclines them to prefer 
dwtlling in woods and forefts, rather than in the open country, that they may not 
have to go too far in fearch of what is necefl'ary for them *; and here they build their 
huts, and live like w^ld bcafts ; when weary of one abode changing it for another, 
efpecially at the injunction of their «captain or governor. 

As for any difputes which may arife between the diflerent individuals of an encamp- 
ment, the captain or chief of it, who is appointed by the king, fits as judge and de- 
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cides fumrnarily, without any appeal being allowed to the fdvereign, who merely takes 
comizance of matters of greater confequence. In the inftance either of the fovercign 
orme chief of an encampment fitting as judge, the parties plead their own caufe in 
court, the injurious pradice of employing lawyers and council being unkno\-u. After 
hearing the caufe, the judge gives lentence ; the party who lofes forfeits all his property, 
of which one half goes to the judge, and the refidue to the one who gains the fuit. 

Hunting is not only a paftirae, it is with them indifpenfable, as they principally de- 
pend on it for fubliftence : and when it chances they are uufuccefsful, they live on what- 
ever kind of animal comes in their way ; for examr>le, monkeys, cats, rats, &c. 
making up with fifh and vegetables ; but their principal " lud confilts of millet and rice, 
both which likewife yield them a kind of wine. 

When about to prepare this wine, they foak the rtquifite quantity of mille' iu water, 
leaving it for two or three clays till it begins to four ; afterwards, taking it out, it is 
fuffered to drain the fpace of two or three hours ; they next place it in a mortar, in 
, which it is pounded till reduced to a pafte ; this done, a cauldron half full of water 
is placed over the fire, into which, when it begins to boil, as much of the pafte before 
deferibed is gradually thrown in as of rice flour, and the mixture is ftirred up that it 
may unite ; when the quantity intended to be prepared is thus blended together, and 
the whole has well boiled, the cauldron is taken off the fire that the beverage may cool : 
the drink is galled Pornbe ; the boiled grain ferves for food. 

This extradf of rice and the pafte of millet, after remaining at reft for two or three 
days, heats and ferments, nearly in the fame manner as new wine does with us ; but 
the people nev^ drink of it till the fermentation has ceafed, when they ufe it with 
fuch little moderation as often to become intoxicated ; in order that they may con* 
ftantly have ftore, they every day make a frcQi fupply, for the longer it remains fo as to 
become four and what we ihould deem fpoiled, the better they reckon it, the more 
anxious after it they become, and attribute to it the greater virtue. 

Thofe not partial to this beverage n^..„e another, compofed of certain herbs refembling 
the Cointre ; of thefe they afterwards take the leaves, which, drying and reducing to 
powder, they cat, and find highly nutritious. By eating thefe leaves, and drinking 
the water in which they have been infufed, they fubfift for days together, taking 
nothing elfc. 


CHAP. XII. — How the S^uiteva wijhes to be thought the only Sorcerer in the Kingdom^ 
and of the Punijhment incurred by thofe who ajfwne this Title. — Of the fuperjtitious 
Ceremonies obferved by the Caffres at their Nuptials ; and the injurious Epithets bejiowed 
on their Slaves, ' * 

THE Quiteva, efteeming as honorary diftindlions titles which with us w'otld be 
regarded as offenfive, is fo jealous of that of forcerer that he forbids all his fubjedfs under 
pain of death to affume it without his permiliion, being unwilling to (hare this coveted 
privilege, other than with his deareft confidants, to whom he grants it as a fpecial 
favour: fo much is this tha cafe, that if any rogue fufpeded i fwithcraft be found, 
it is allowable to put him to death ; and the murdarer, far from incurring a penalty, 

is rewarded with half the property of the perfon flain, while the -’ther half belongs to 

the King. 

If any one difeovering a malefaftor takes upon himfelf to purfue him ih order to 
obtain fentence for the crimes of which he may have been guilty, and he be condemred, 
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the perfon thus engaging on' this obje£l; becomes mafter of his fate, whether to live or 
die. If he prefervc his life, the culprit afterwards remains his flave, and is hn^n 
folely by. the name of the crimes of which he has been guilty, fuch as thief, mur- 
derer, and this that the wretch, continually hearing thefe names repeated,' may 
be put in mind of the crime of which he has been guilty, and which has reduced 
him to flarery, may be rendered more humble, and bear in memory the laws he has 
violated, and the punilhment, but for the mercy of his mafter in commuting it for 
flavery, he would have undergone. 

The King, defirous of being eftcemed the only forcerer within his dominions, is in 
confequence the only one who enjoys the title ; this, however, is no impediment to 
the conftant facrileges of the fuperftitious CaflVes : thefe never begin any the llighteft 
aft'air, neither fow, plant, nor fet out on a journey without confuUing, by cafting lots, 
on the fate of the undertaking ; wlien, fhould chance be adverfe to their wilhes and 
expeftations, they lay the blame on ibeir images, which they abufe and ill-treat in con- 
fequencc. That they may never be devoid of means cf divining the future, they 
always carry about them certain round pieces of wood, with a hole through the middle, 
which they throw' in the fame manner as we do dice ; and notwithftanding the vanity 
of this idle piece of fuperftition, they neverthelefs are exceedingly partial to its 
praftice. 

Others there are who imitate the Chinefe in their manner of telling fprtuncs. In 
this view' they play at a game of hazard before their idols, and fhould chance be againfl 
them kick and box their idols, but if after this corredtion, on purfuing their experiments 
they fhould continue unfuccefsful, they burn the hands and feet of tl^m in tlie fire ; 
fltould ill fortune ftill attend them, they call the idols on the ground, trample them under 
feet, and dafh them about with fuch force as to break them in pieces. Some indeed, 
who fliow greater veneration to their images, content themfelvcs with fettering and 
binding them till they have obtained their end ; but fhould not this take place as early 
as their impatience looks for, they fallen them to a cord and gradually let them down 
into the water, even to the bottom, thus trufting to force them to be propitious : if 
after this, good fortune fliould not follow, the idols are then withdrawn from the w’ater, 
the patience of even thelc milder Calfres becomes exhaufted, and the images are l'ubjc£ted 
to the grofleft indignities. 

Thele people are not fuperftitious merely in matters dependant on chance, they are 
fo in what regards their nuptials. The bridegroom muft meet with a man ftrong 
eturugh to carry him on his back to the abode of his intended fpouie without halting ; 
fliould he flop by the way the wedding does not take place on that day, but is deferred to 
a future period. 

^ •When a young man feels difpofed tomarr)', he applies to the father and mother of 
his intended, and treats w'iih them for their daughter, not as for a companion and wife, 
but as for a flave, bargaining with them in like manner we would do for merchandize, 
and; haggling about the number of cows and flieep to be given in exchange. The price 
being at length fettled, the relatives arid friends of both parties affemble to celebrate 
the marriage, and the bridegroom being carried by fume friend without refting from his 
own houfc to the hoilfe of his bride, the exchange is made, and the parties attending 
make prefents to the newly-joined couple, of rice, millet, and other things neceffary to 
begin houfe-keeping. 

The title of flave would certainly be more appropriate f o the newly-married bride 
than that of wife, for provided the huftiand after marriage fhould be tired of his com-, 
panion, he is at liberty to fend her back to her parents, who arc obliged to receive her 

again; 



8ANTOs' HMTORV of SASTERN’ ETHIOPIA. 


597 

Rgaln ; thefe may again fell her to any other perfon, her firft hufband ccafing" to have 
any controul over her. Thus the only advantage accruing to t!>e wife or her parents 
isiihe cattle given in barter. By fuch means ihofe fathers of families whofe daughters 
are numerous, become wealthy. But this renunciation which is allowed to tfc ; huil)and, 
is not alike permitted by the law of the cquiitry to the wife, in order no dOuh.t to pre- 
vent the great plurality and frequent change of huibands which w'ould otherwil'c be the 
confequencc. The man is not reftri£ted to any, number of w ives, but is free to pur- 
chafe and keep as many as he can maintain. 

Before they marry, thefe people pay attention whether or no the Have they arc about 
to purchafe, has either any part of the body, the eye-bi -ws or eyes, of a white colour j 
this fometimes happens to be the cafe, and is a lource . r great alarm to a Caffre, wdio 
imagines luch to be children of the devil, not being able to comprehend hi., it is 
pollible their wives fhouhl produce w'hite childre]t. It is related ihat in the ye'jr 1600, 
Don Jerome Cdntiriho, on Ids return from the Indies, wliere he coininandctl the forces 
of Portugal, brought witit him a girl with eyes entirely white, but flic died atfea, after 
the vellel in which flie came had pafled the iflaml of St. Helena. 

Among this people are women who are in a manner favages, and perpetually dwell 
among the w oods ; when near the time of their pregnancy, they are conftantly in 
motion, like docs, running by the fide of bulhes in order to leilcn the pains of child-birth 
by the odours they inhale ; what however is ftill more lingular, as foon as they ara 
delivered, they leek fomc fpring or fountain in which to w'afli both themfelves and their 
ofi'spring, and return to their dwellings, where they continue to follow their houfehold 
a flairs in the fame manner as it nothing had happened, though oftentimes they jvill 
have produced two and even three children at a birth. Moreover, as their inean.s 
would be inadequate to the fuppoi t of fo many young ones at a time, God provides for 
ilte c-vigcnce by beflowing on the men breafts of milk as amply fupplied as thofe of the 
women, as was I'een by ourlelve-, iu (he inftance of a pcrlbn of the name Pedro de 
Sofala, whole wife died after having ''rought forth a girl. This unfortunate father 
pofleliing no means of maintaining u nurfe for fuckiing his child, placed it to his own 
brcalf, and I'uckled it the fpace of a year; he would have dru'^' a ftill longer time 
indeed, had not (he infant died, after wiiich the br calls of this charitable faiher ceafed 
to g^^ e milk. Like inftances, however cxtraordiiiarv, have often occurred in the town 
ofSulala, as well as at Hormouz ; and a fimilar event is related to have taken place in 
the (own of Moura in Portugal, where an old man, fixty years of age, and obliged 
to fupport hiralelf by the fwcal of his brow, did notwithftanding fuckle from his 
breafts the two orphaii-s of a female relation. 

In an ifland called Inhaquea, between Sofaki and the River I.uabo, an old w'oman of 
fixty years of age becoming pregnant, produced a ifhild ; and no.withftanding i^er 
great age, reared it and gave it fuck herfeJf. * 

However barbarous thefe people be by nature, they yet arc not devoid of feeling for 
their children ; thefe they rear with niceft care, and for their provifion ftrive to ^majh 
what property they can. But as the King is fo perfcdftly abfolute as at pleafurc to, dif- 
pofe of the property and even the lives of all his fubjebls, thefe, as foon as they have 
amalTcd a property which n^ay invite the eye of cupidity, prepart to lofe being fatis- 
fied that, foon or late, imaginary crimes will be injputed to them, of which they will 
be adjudged guilty, that opportunity may be oftcred of conftieaiing what they poftefs 
to the King; hence jt is a current faying among them, that wkatever they amafs by 
their toil and induftry, does not belong to themfelves but to the fovereign, regarding 
themfelves merely as the depofitaries of what fome day muft pafs to him, and ;heir 
children be unjuftly deprived of. 
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CHAP. Xm. — 0/ the four Ambajfaders fent hy the Quiteva to collect Tribute, thgfir^ 
of whom^'reprcfents the King bimfelf, the fecond his Mouthy the third his Eyes, and the 
fourth his Ears. 

# 

WHEN the time for collefting the annual tribute Is at hand, the King felcds four 
ambafladors for the purpofe of receiving it, each of whom has a diftinct title. The 
whole four reprefent the Quiteva himfelf, but cfpecially the firft, who is treated with 
the moft profound refpeft ; he, that he may preferve a propoitionate dignity, remains 
perpetually filent. The fecond is termed the King’s mouth, his fundion, to interpret 
the orders of the monarch, and explain the fubjcft of his cmbafTy. The third is deno- 
minated the King’s eye, his duty, diligently to remark whatever paffes on the ernbafly, in 
order on his return that he may render a faithful accbunt, and efpeciall) to have a 
fliarp look after the number and quality of the articles prefented, that ni'nc may be 
pilfered, nor any of value be fubftituted by thofe of lefs. Tiie fourth bears the name of 
the King’s ears, his charge, to fee and hear every thing, and chicll) to waicli unit the 
ambaffador who fpeaks, docs not either augment or diininiih aught contai/ied in his 
inftruftions, the particulars of which are detailed to the three others. 'I’he CafFre* 
generally call thefe ambaffadors Mutumos ; they are always the chiefs ol the kingilom, 
and particularly he who reprefents the f ivereign’s perfon ; this individual is one of his 
fons, and in confequence is treated with greater deference by the people than the nil. 
ThTefe four amballidors take with them more than a hundred Caffrc.s, dellined to carry 
the articles of tribute received. When they approach a fpot where they intend to fo- 
journ, they fend an exprefs to the captain or governor of the diftrid, to inform him of 
their arrival, in order that he may come out to meet and render them the cuftomary 
honours. The captain, on receiving the information, advances to meet them as far as 
the entrance into the town, accompanied by a number of muficians and dancers, who 
play and exhibit their gambols before the ambafladors in the procellion, while the noife 
of the drums, in unifon with the public acclamations, fill the air with a pleafing fym- 
phony. The Caffres of the ernbafly march in a body, but their apparel is plain and 
uncollly, their only ornament being a coronet on the head, made of hen’s feathers, and 
adjufled after a particular manner. This troop marches before the four Mutumos, 
who take flation according to their rank ; the laft, being of highefl dignity, has the 
greateft number of people about him. When they reach the entrance into the town, 
the governor, who is there in waiting, receives them with all imaginable refpeft, and 
conducts then!||through the croud to the apartments prepared for their reception. 

. ‘On entering th: gates of towms which are fortified, it is cuftoniary to falute the 
Mutumos by a difeharge of artillery. Thefe gentlemen, on their firft vifiting Sofala 
after it was pofTefTcd by the Portuguefe, w'er^ not a little alarmed at the report of the 
artillery, and imagining that fuch loud firing could not be without fome danger to 
thchr perfons, they begged as a favour of the governor of Sofala to difeharge no more 
cannon, as the mere jeport had already caufed the death of one of the attendants on the 
embaffay, vilto was adually killed with dread ; recovering* afterwards from their con- 
llernation, they exprtffed a wifh to* fee the artillery. This, at firll, they viewed from a 
refpeftful diflancc ; but, familiarifed with the fight of it by degrees, they ventured at 
length to touch the ^uns, but never were able lo far to furmount their fears as to 
Aand before the mouths of them, efpecially the three great pieces at the entrance of 
the gate. 
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As long as they ftay, nothing goes forward but feafting and entertainment : at length 
th^lpribute due to the Quitcva is demanded, and after it has been paid, the ambafladors 
are opndufted out of the town with the fame ceremonies they experienced ( li their en- 
trance. They then immediately return to the Quiteva, to whom they render account 
of all that has paffed, and in whofe magazines all the rice and millet they have col- 
lefted is depofite^. The taxes levied on the CaftVes are much heavier than thofe exadcd 
from the Portuguefc, the former paying three pieces out of each twenty, the latter but 
one. Thefe proportions are rigoroufly attended to by the ambalTadors, for fhould they 
depart from the regulations preferibed to them, the h ig would punifh them with 
feverity; whereas by attending duly to the objedt of tl-eir mifliou, they are fure of a 
liberal reward. 


CHAP. XIV . — Of certain Birds of Prey which Jly away with Tcrrtjirial Animals of 
the largeji and afterwards let them fall, to kill and devour them. Of Terreftrial 
and Marine Crocodiles ; the Manner of taking them ; and of the Mermaid and its 
Virtues. 

PAOLO Marco the Venetian relates, in his third book, chap. iv. that in the ifland 
St. Lawrence* are certain birds of immenfe fizc and fuch prodigious flrength as to be 
able to bear away even elephants in their claws, and fly off with them witli incredible 
fpeed ; but being unable to fupport for any length of time fo great g weight, they .let 
their burthen drop from as high a point as they can reach, in order to kill it with the 
fall, when they pounce upon and devour it. 

A Portuguefe travelling inland one day to purchafe ivory, and feeling tired with lead- 
ing a large monkey w-hich weighed more than fifteen pounds, he faffened it with an iron 
chain to the trunk of a tree ; after ta! g reft for a time, he perceived the air dark- 
ened as if by a cloud about to burft over him, when raifing his eyes, he ^diftinguilhed 
the obfeurity to be occafioned by the body and wings of a bird of prc) , .vhich had borne 
away his monkey, together with the tree to which it was faftened, and which he let 
drop from a confiderable height to prey upon after thus killing it. In confequence of 
accidents of this nature the inhabitants of thefe parts are. accuftomed to keep conftant 
watch, and in order to be fccure from depredations arc conftantly armed. 

In the river of Sofala are many crocodiles, which are carnivorous, and live on fuch 
animals and human beings as venture into the river. The Negroes and Moors, though 
ufed to the country and thefe animals, with difficulty at times efcape their murderous 
jaws, when they repair for water to the rivers banks ; for they have the cunning to Ije 
flat on their bellies for fear of being feen, and only rife to rulh on their prey ; this if* 
they feize, they bear with them to the bottom of the river to devour it ; which ^hey 
are unable to do out of the water, as they have no tongue i<^ aflift them in fwal- 
lowing, but wafh down their food by taking a gulp of water as often as they wojiid 
fwallow what they have mafticated. Notwithftanding the voracity of thefe animals is 
without parallel, they yet n^ver eat food which is tainted; fti ' the ftenph proceed- 
ing from their throat is fo great that it attrads flics jn abundance, which the animal 
enclofes in one tomb by fliutting its jaws, and thus obtains otl cr nourifhment. 

The whole difference between young and old crocodiles confilt ,i the former leaving 
the river every morning and evening to bafk, lying on their bcliy in the fun, while 
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the lattet feldom entirely leave the water ; when out of the water, however, both the 
one and the other lofe their natural ferocity, and alarmed at the leaft noife, e^ept 
indeed when driven by hunger to extremity, fly for refuge to the river. 

Gabriel fRobel relates, in his book on the remarkable things of the Molucca ilfands, 
that thefe iflands contain many fea crocodiles with four eyes, two in the head and two 
in the throat. Thefe crocodiles have many rows of teeth, which are exceedingly filthy, 
as they are unable to clean them with their tongue, though this fpecies of crocodile 
poifefles one. 

When the crocodiles are about to lay their eggs, they dig a hole, advancing on to • 
the Ihore for the purpofe, as deep as they are able, and in this dcpofit a number at 
once, covering ‘them with fand, and trufting to the warmth of the fun to hatch them. 
The young, as foon as they break the fliell, though born on fhore, immediately take 
to the water, and never return without committing ravages which render them mod 
unwelcome neighbours to the inhabitants of the country, who are forbid under pain 
of death killing any of (hem. The caufe affigned for this prohibition is, that the liver 
of this animal is one of the mofl; fubtil poifons that can be. Some writers indeed re- 
late, that it bears about it an antidote ; but as thefe are two contrarieties fo Angular, it 
is difficult for one to credit they fhould exift in the fame animal. Still vve read, that in 
the peninfula of Malacca trees grow with roots, part of which are poifon, and part of 
them antidotes ; a circumflance fmiilar to which is remarked by Father Mendoza in 
his book on the New World. 

Though crocodiles are carnivorous, and fubfifl wholly on the flefh of animals and 
human beings, yef has God endowed this country .with a Ample called 7iicirini, growing 
on the margin of the river Sofala, with which the people who are acquainted with its 
virtues having rubbed themfclves, the ci'ocodiles dare not venture near to bite them, 
and if they fliould their teeth become fofi as wax, and without firength. When the 
Calfres wi(h to prove if the herb they imagine be ilie real one pofl'cfiing thefe qualities, 
they place it on their head, and if they find it foften their tcciii, they rub the whole of 
their body with it before they enter the water, fal’e by this precaution from the bite of 
the crocodile. 

The interdicl of the Quiteva agalnft killing crocodiles is conuned to his own de- 
pendants ; the inhabitants of the river Cuama, w ho arc not his fubjetts, both fifli for 
and eat this animal. The manner of obtaining it ufed by this people, as it is curious, 

I have deemed right to detail. 

They prepare a piece of wood two feet in length, and of tolerable breadth ; length- 
wife, through this, a hole is bored for a cord to pafs, at the extremity of which 
is a large hook baited with trelh meat ; this they call into the river. Soon as the 
' crocodile perceives the meat, it immediately fw'allows it, and fancying that all it 
fees is of the fame nature, endeavours to feize on the wood alfo ; but this flicking 
in its maw, prevents the jaws clofing, when the water rufliing without impediment 
doivn its throat, drowns the animal, "lire fifhermeii, when they perceive it at the*, 
lalt extremity, draw it on the fliore and difpatch it with clubs. The Caffres notice 
when the animal being killed, that it groans and cries like a rcafoning being, 
whence doubtlefs the proverb of “ crocodiles’ tears,*’*, to exprefs a forced lamen- 
tation. ‘ 

At the cliflance of fifteen leagues from Sofala, among the iflands Boccicas, a fifli is 
found, denominated* by the iflanders the mermaid, or looman fjh, thcflcfli of which is 
of excellent flavour when eaten boiled like other meat, and which alfo ferves to make 
higlily favoury faulagcs. From the waift to the neck this fifli much refembles the 
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human fpecles : the females fuckle their young in the fahie manner as women ; but 
the fifli has neither arms nor hands, and as to its features, they bear not the flighteft 
rei&blance to thofe of the human countenance ; but its head is rather like that of 3 
maid* or thornback, and its mouth full of teeth like that of a dog, but t ‘th four of 
them projeding the length of a foot in the fame manner as the tufks of a boar. Thefe 
teeth have the property of flaying a flux of blood, and foftening the painful fenfations 
which attend th^piles. The proof of it is eafy, and the remedy common ; all that is 
requifite, is to wear them near that part of the body where the pain is felt. .This fifh 
originated the fable of the Syrens in the works of the pools ; but they gave by far too 
great loofe to their imagination when they attributed to t a long head of hair, a hairy 
body, a human face, and a voice fo mufical as to enchanj mariner^ ; for th’s fea 
monfter has neither hair on the body nor the liead : its head is raonftrocis, ai .J nothing 
refemblcs the human countenance ; and as to fmging, it neither fings nor fpeaks, being 
like every other fifh condemned to eternal filencc. ^ 

There is litewife found in the marfhes of Sofala a fiflt called by naturalifts Mdcon, 
which has two holes in its neck like a lamprey ; moftly it inhabits the marfhes, but when 
thefe become dry it peregrinates^ inland in fearch of moifture ; and though the drought 
oftentimes continues four or even five months, this fifh, by burying itfelf, flill fubfifls 
where others would die, leaving its holes only when it rains, at which time the Caffres 
lie in wait for it ; fhould however the drought continue unufually long, and the earth 
no longer retain fufficient moiflure to keep it in life, it devours itfelf. 

In the rivers Cuania and Sofala fea horfes (Hippopotami) are common. Thefe animals 
are amphibious, and leave the water for the land, where they feek for food and coVn- 
init great ravage on the circumjacent country, and efpecially in that which is fown. 
The head of tliis animal is three times as large as that of our common horfe, and the 
body large in proportion : in the middle of its forehead it has a white flar : its legs are 
fhort and very thick, with five toes to the fore and only four to the hind feet ; its 
mouth is vety large, and full of teeth, lOur of which are more than two feet long, and 
curved like the tulLs of a boar. What however is extraordinary in this fpecies of 
animals, is, their practice of dellroying each other for food ; hence it rarely happens 
that two are found together, unlefs indeed where a male is followed by feveral females 
about to drop their young, on which occafion they enter into the woods adjoining the 
river, where they foal ; the young colts, whenever they fee the old ones approach, 
afraid of being killed, throw thcml’elvcs into the water. 

This animal is naturally of a fickly conftitution, and fubjeet to gouty pains, v/hich 
it cures by Icratching the ftomach with the left foot j and it has fiitther been noticed, 
when it wiflies to effect a perfect cure, that it falls on the horn of the I'oof of the left 
foot ; this, entering the ftomach, appeal'es and terminates tltcir pain. Hence the CaflVtis* 
and Moors of this couiury make ulc of the horn of the hoof of this animal as a re- 
medy for the gout. 

Befides hippopotami, in thefe rivers, other amphibious animals ;ire found, remark- 
able for horns fimilar to thefe of the bull, and having their hoof divided like thdrs. 
Here likewife are horned affes, the flefli of which boiled with rice and millet is excellent 
food : this flelh ferves the CdlVes for fubfiftence through great part of the year ; and 
they are fo fond of it, that without having patience to wait till it ha become I'ufficiently 
cool to be eaten, they devour it hot as it is from the pot, and >' ■ this practice much 
injure their teeth ; thefe in confcqucnce fliorily become rotten an: ; fall out, uulefs cer- 
tain fimplcs be ufed, with which they are acquainted, to prevent them. 
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CHAP. XV.— Cy the Manner in which Amber is found \ of its different Species j and 
if it be true that Whales make it their Food. ¥? 

I HAVE thought I could not more ufefully terminate this book, than by releafing 
the public from the uncertainty in which they have been placed by the difputes o f 
different writers refpecting the manner in which amber is found, its nature, and it s 
different I'pccies. But before I proceed to fpeak of the places where it is found, I muff 
prejnife that thofe who would perfuade their readers it is vomited by whales, are 
egregioufly wrong, as is evident from the account we have of a pi^ce found on the 
coafts' of Melinda in 1 596, fo large that a perfon might with eafe conceal himfelf 
behind it ; the value of this piece, from its great dimenfions, was fo highly rated that 
no perfon could be found poffeffed of means fufficient for its purchafe, whence the 
proprietor was obliged to divide it into pieces. A part of thefe pieces was bought by 
Don Pedro de Soma, captain general of Mozambico. This one example fSffices to con- 
trovert the opinion of thofe who affume that amber is produced in the interior of, and 
is an excrement of the whale. 

It is moreover well authenticated, that between the’ rivers Lindo and Quilinvano a 
piece was found which weighed upwards of twenty pounds ; and when Roch de 
Britto Falcon was taken by the Turks, on his paffage from Melinda to the Indies, he 
one day, in the place where he held the appointment of captain, bought a piece of 
amber two feet high and a foot wide. I’he origin of the vulgar error that amber is 
vomited by whales is, probably, the faft of whales having been feen eating tin's fub- 
flance, efpecially that fpccies of it which is black, and fo tender that even birds pick 
at and make it their food. 

As to the places where amber is found, fome ftate that to obtain it, it is neceffary 
to double the Cape of Good Hope and proceed as far as the Red Sea, where it 
abounds : others again deny this ; but it is mofl probable that amber proceeds from 
the bottom of the fea, where it is produced, and from which it is torn by the motion 
of the waves and the affion of {forms, which fhake it in fuch a manner as to feparatc 
it from the rocks or the bottom to which it adheres, when, after the tempefts fubfide, 
it. is colledled : this opinion is alfo corroborated by the relation we have of a veffel 
obliged to caff anchor off the ifland of St. Lawrence (Madagafcar), in a fpot where 
there was but twenty fathoms water ; in raifing the anchor of this veffel the next day, 
it was found covered with pieces of amber brought up from the fandy bottom. 

Tn this country indeed three khids of amber are found, yellow, black, and grey, 
which enrich this peopJe by the profit they derive from them : the yellow is preferred 
|o. the black ; but the grey is efteemed of greater value than either. 

Other authors again, who have written in modern times, aferibe a different origin 
to this matter, and believe that in the iflands in the north a particular liquor occurs, 
differing but little from that kind of gum common in our cherry trees, which falling 
into, the fea becomes indurate from the adfion of the watey, and is afterwards caff on 
the fea fliore, where the air completes its petrifadfion. That it is progreffive in its forma- 
tion from a fluid {fate* to that in which it is found, indeed, is proved from the many 
inffa^^es afforded of amber in the cabinets of the curious, m which, owing to its pellu- 
flies, fpiders; and bees are diffinguifhed j thefe, caught either by their feet or 
p^yjjj:)rtions of theis body, when the amber was yet foft, have become enveloped in 
of exceR^“^'^^’”S and thus remain in an incorruptible ffate, owing to the ex- 
higlilv fav^K' • circumffance may even be feen in the epigrams of 

® ^ '’a. and No. 39. 
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BOOK II, 

Of the army sent by the king don sebastian to the kingdom of maco- 
RONGA; )II£ victories obtained by THF. PORTUGUESE OVER SEVERAI, 
MONARCHS, WITH WHOM THEY WERE OBM' I D TO EIGHT BEFORE THEY 
CAME 10 THE GOLD MINES; THE MANNER H< WHICH THESE ARE WORKED.— 

Of the rivers, fountains, and lake of cuama. 

-^The Portuguefe Army enters the kingdom of Macoronga infearch of Gold 
' Mines. The manner in which the Gold is dug.* 

DON Sebartian was fcarcely feated on the throne, before he refolved on extending 
his dominions by means of new conquefts. In this view he caufed a number of veflels 
to be equipped for an expedition to Sofala, the command of which was entrufted to 
Francis Baretto, who, penetrating into the kingdoms of Macoronga and Manica, difeo- 
vered mines of gold in thefe countries, of which by his prudence and valour he made 
himfelf mafter. 

In the profecution of his defigns, it was neceffary he mould pafs through the teyrrito- 
ries of the Quiteva, who objected to this mcafure, and prepared to refilt by force any 
attempt on the part of the Portuguefe to enter his dominions. He feared a jundlion of 
their forces with thofe of the King of Chicanga, a monarch more powerful th^ him- 
felf and his fworn enemy, apprehenfive left the confequence would be his becoming 
tributary to the European power. le therefore gave orders that every ftep fliouJd be 
difputed ; and, ir- addition to the army fent to oppofe the Portuguefe, he fet another on 
foot to prevent a diverfion on the part of the' thiops of the King o! Cd.lcanga ; he alfo placed 
ambufeadcs in every favourable fpot by which theeneniy might be furprJzed, and Ikirmilhes 
repeatedly took place, in which the Portuguefe conftantly had the ailvaniage, though 
with fome lofs on their fide. Still the haraffing warfare they were obliged to maintain, 
difgufted them with an enterprize fo difficult ; and, from tbeir having no means ol re- 
cruiting their Ioffes, cacli man of theirs killed was cvqual to a hundred of the enemy, 
who ’.verc able immediately to bring others into the held to fupply tlie place of fuch as 
were flaiii. Notwithftanding this, the refolution of the Portuguefe I'upported them 
under their difficulties, and enabled them to open tlieml'elvcs a pallage through the 
files of the enemy. * 

The Cafi'res, who had now repeatedly experienced the courage of thofe they had to 
oppofe, no longer confidered themfelves fale in tlieir towns, but, to efcape flavery or 
tleath, abandoned them, carrying off all their cattle and proviftons, and trufting b^ this 
means to oblige the Portuguefe, in defpight of their victories, to retreat, owing to want 
of the neceffaries for fupporting their army. 

Still the brave Baretto Continued to follow up his conquefts both by fea* and land, and 
fpread fuch confternation through ihe country, that the ^uit^ va, wiio rcfidcd at Zimboc, 
having intelligence of the approach of this general, took to flig' ^ with all the inhabitants 
of 'the city and withdrew to a large forelt in the neighbourhood, not choofing to 
rilk the defence of the town. Baretto confequcntly entered it without refiftance ; and 

as 
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ss he had not a fufficient force to garrifon, and indeed did not wiflito preferve it, 
he gave it up to pillage, and alter letting It on fire continued his inarch towards 
the kingdom of Manica, which in the fpace of a few days he entered. '' 

The monarch of this country, concealing the vexation he felt at his arrival, fent a 
deputation n/' compliment him on the occafion, and exprefs his fatisfadlion at his vifit, 
the perfons lent bearing with them a prefent of provifions. Baretto, highly pleai'ed 
at meeting with a friendly reception, lent meflengers in return to render thanks for 
his civility, and entreat his acceptance of the prefents intended for him by the King 
of Portugal. The Moorilh King upon this exprefled a wilh to fee the Ifortuguefe 
general; and the latter, at the interview which in confequence took place, commu- 
nicated the inftruflions he had received from his court, the principal of which was, 
to negociate a treaty of amity and intercourfe betv/een the two monarclis. 

This Sovereign, on the approach of Baretto, went forward to meet him, marking by 
this unufual condefcenfion the efteem in which he held the King his mailer, and the 
refped he bore his ambaffador ; at the fame time he communicated to him, that as long 
as he might choofe to remain in his dominions the whole of his companions Ihould be 
maintained at his expenfe, and in the courfe of the conlerence all the articles of the treaty 
of amity were agreed upon ; among which the fecond was, that the King of Chicanga 
(hould freely admit the Portuguefe throughout his territories for the purpofe of traf- 
ficking, as well in gold dull as in other merchandize ; of the former the quantity bar- 
tered is very confiderable in this country. 

The Portuguefe were enchanted at having in fo Ihort a time concluded a treaty of 
fuch advantage to their Sovereign, and fo beneficial to the realm ; they moreover flat- 
tered themfelves with the hope of acquiring ftore of gold with which to return enriched 
to their country ; but when they law what toil was requifite for extradling this precious 
metal from the bowels of the earth, and the danger incurred by thofe who w orked in 
the mines, they were fpeedily undeceived, and no longer regarded their fortunes as in- 
ftantaneoufly made. At the fame time they were induced to relletd, that the labour and 
rilk of digging the gold from the abylfes whence it is drawn, are fuch as with jullicc 
to llamp that value on it which it bears from its confequent rarity. 

Thefe people have divers methods of extrafting the gold, and feparating it from 
the earth with which' it is blended; but the moll common is, to open the ground, and 
proceed towards the fpot where, from certain indications, ore is fuppofed to abound. 
For this purpofe they excavate vaults, fuflaincd at intervals by pillars, and, notwith- 
(landing they make ufe of every pofliblc precaution, it often happens that the vaults 
give way and bury the fubterranean fappers beneath their ruins. When they reach the 
vein in which the gold is found mixed with the earth, they take the ore as it is, and 
put It into veflcls full of water, and by dint of ftirring about the water, the earth is 
dif^blved and the gold remains at bottom. . 

They likewife take advantage of heavy rains, which, occafioning torrents, carry 
before them whatever lool'e earth they meet in their way, and thus lay open the fpots 
wherq gold is embedded in the ravines. This the Caft'res cplleft and walh with care, 
to purity Irom the groffer part of its earthy admixture. 

Thefe people alfo, ho'wever unpolillied they may feem, y«t poflefs a fecret peculiar 
to themfelves for difeovtring the gold concealed in certain Ito'nes*’, which they likewife 

* Tins feerpt ronfills, it is highly probable, in the ftone containing the gold being foftened, and iti 
natural colour changed by the prefente of gold, a circumftance noticed conftantly by the gold feekers of 
Celebes. Se- , ill ihc portion of this work allotted to Afia, a delcription of the gold mines of Celebes, by 
Von Wurnib. £hg. Tkans. 

have 



6ANT0S* HISTORY OF ^EASTERN ETHIOMA. fOf 

have the ingenuity of extrading, conftantly obferving the feme praftlce of walhing it well' 
to feparate all earthy particles from the metal, and thus rendering it equally lultrous with 
that obtained from the earth. This gold is, however, much cheaper than, the other, 
either owing to its being more common, or to its being obtained with ^reater facility 
and at lefs expenfe than that exfodiated from the bowels of the earth. 

This country being thus fecund in valuable mines, it cannot be furprizing that, in 
after periods, other nations, following the example of the great Baretto, fhouid be 
felicitous of penetrating into the country. Baretto returned to Sufala well fatisfied 
, not only on account of the treaty he had concluded with Chicanga, but alfo at 
« • being fo fortunate as to terminate another with the ( ' litcva, who, appiized of bis being 
about to return, no longer avoided him as before, but invited him to pafs ^ugh his 
country, with affurance that he would meet with friends alone, in whic . number he 
begged to clafs himfelf. He in fad received him with open arms, and exprelTed a 
defue of living in friendfliip with the King his mafter, and of being admitted among 
the number of the friends of the general himfelf. I'lie treaty of peace figned by the 
^uiteva and Baretto, comprized the following articles : that the Portuguefe ihould 
have the liberty of entering at pleafurc into his IdngJom for the purpofe of trafiick, and 
of pafling through it to Chicanga to trade for gold; and, on the part of the Portuguefe, 
that, for this conceffion, they ihould annually fend to the (^iiiteva two hundred ells of 
linen. " Thus thefe two parties, but fliortly before inveterate enemies, parted apparently 
in friendfliip ; but the fiate of amity thus eilablilhcd was not of long duration. 


CHAP. II. —-(y the fi'or wa^cd by Baretto -with the King of Mongas ^ over whom ht 
obtained a complete viflory, notwithjianding the incantations of a Sorcerefs, who quitted. 
him to fide with the CaJ'res, — Of the remarkable Springs in this country. 

THE Portuguefe, by the treatits v.oncluded between the two Kings of Chicanga and 
Quiteva, fpreaJ general conllernaiion through the country, d'heir ambition now knew 
no limits, but increafed in proportion to their advance into the country. They felt par- 
ticularly anxious to open a road into the kingdom of Mongas'f, a matter not to be 
efleefed but by fighting with and overcoming whoever llunild dare to oppofe their 
progrefs. The obftacles were indeed many to the eftefluathm of their deligns; but 
Baretto, who coinmandcd a wcll-dil'ciplined army, by bis prudence and the bravery of 
his troops, overcame them all, and was conllantly vidorioiis, as well in the different 
fkirmiihes which took place, as in pitched battles. 

The king of Morgas was powerful, and had a very fine army on foot, which dHputed 
every pafs through which the Portuguefe fiad to march. At !< ngth the day arrived 
when they had to combat the whole force of the Cafl'res; llie.'e, nolwithflanding their 
number much furpafl'ed that of the Portuguefe, and notwithlfandirg this fuperiority. 
promifed them fuccefs, were yet fomewhat intimidated. They had learnt by experience 
to place its due value on t,hc bravery of the Portuguefe, who moreover had an old for- 
Gcrefs with them, whom fuperfUtion regarded as a palladium that would fecure the 
victory to which ever fide.llie remained with. 'I'hc Poriugueio indeed placed no rcli- 

J 

f The dominions of the Monomotopa. The cuiintiy is termed Mi)ii;;as, I'le foverei^n Monomotopay as 
the fovercign of Sofala is termed QuiUva, A coiifiifioa has arilcn tr >va t * errors of geographers, who 
have, in both iiilhnccs, given the diftinguidung name of the lovcrci^ii to the counirica over which tii-y 
rule. liNc.TnAKs. 


ance 
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ance either on this tale, which' was promulged by herfelf, or on the power of the witch, 
and formed their line of battle in due order, depending* on their own intrepidity and 
that good fortune which hitherto had attended their banners. The attack began on 
the part of ilje Portugucfe j but previoufly the old woman had changed fides, and was 
gladly admitted into the ranks of the CalFres : {he promifed them viftory, engaging to 
ftrike their enemies with panic, and blind them by means of a powder Ihe had in a 
bag, provided they would but {land firm to the firft {hock ; and fuch implicit credit did 
they give to her promifes, that they even provided themfelves with cords with which 
to bind their vidlims. For her alTillance {he w'as in return to receive fome confidcrable 
prefents : In the mean time the Portuguefe, who laughed at the imaginary enchant- 
ments of the witch, bore down on the oppofite army ; and the general, fingling out the 
old woman who was readily diftinguilhed in their ranks by her ridiculovis contortions, 
and was then in the a£f of giving to the air the powder which {hould deprive them of 
fight, direfted a field piece to be pointed at her, eicpedling thus to intimidate her j but, 
confident in her charms and deeming herfelf invulnerable, {he mocked the eli'edl: of the 
cannon ; the match was applied, and the palladium of the enemy at once was blown to 
atoms. The confidence of the Caffres in their invincibility was now at once annihilated ; 
for throughout they trufted more to the magic of the forcerefs, than to their individual 
bravery. Baretto, in the deftruftion of the witch, however he might deem it w^eak- 
nefs to rejoice at the fall of a woman, from motives of policy joined with the army in 
the {hout of exultation which was font forth from the ranks. A moment’s paufe in the 
operations of the army now took place ; and as a token of regard for his {kill, the 
general took from his own neck a chain of gold that he wore, and placed it round 
that of the cannoneer. Excited to frclh endeavours by fo confpicuous and fo valuable 
a mark of efteem, the cannoneer thundered incelTantly upon the Caflres, and with fuch 
effedl that whole columns fell before him, and the utmoft difordcr prevailed in the 
enemy’s ranks, who now began to waver. The general, who faw their irrefolute ftate, 
immediately founded a charge, which was carried into elFeft with fo much vigour and 
fo opportunely, that, but for a body of referve w'hich at the critical inftant came up 
to their fupport, the army would have been completely defeated. The fuccours brought 
made the conflifl: more fevere, and vidlory remained long , uncertain ; at length the 
Portuguefe prevailed, made themfelves mailers of the field, took all the baggage 
and arms of the enemy, and with them a great number of prifoners, whom they made 
flaves. 

The CalFres, who now to* their cofl experienced the capacity and valour of the Por- 
tuguefe, were anxious for peace, w Inch was granted on condition that the king Ihould 
allow free accefs into his dominions for themfelves and their merchandize. This treaty, 
whjoh lafted fome length of time, enabled the Portuguefe to become acquainted with 
thecountry, and explore all its rarities, among which efpecially worthy of notice is 
the foreft of Lupara or the Spine of the World, fo called as well on account of its range 
which exceeds five * leagues, as the prodigious height of its ihaggy mountains, which 
with tke trees that cover it tower to the region of clouds. The river Zambefe, beating 
with violence againfi th(,/c rocks, in lapfe of time has wrought itfelf a paifage through 
the foreft, and ruihes with fuch violence over its craggy bed,fhat all who hitherto have 
had the temerity to attempt its courft have been ihipwrecked. 

* Infleail of five leagues, read live hundred. The Spine of the World ftretches from the line in Long. 
580 Weft of G, ccnwich to Lat. 22® S. where they unite with thtf main ridges of Africa, and proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope. Eng. Tkans. 

In 
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In this kingdom is a fomewbat remarkable fountain called Maembc, which' divides 
itfelf into five ftreamlets. each pqffefllng dilTcrenr degrees of warmth. Two of them are 
frefh and tepid, two other of greater M'armth, and of the fifth the water is of a boiling 
heat; yet iioiwithftanding thele various temperatures, the five ftreamlets. uf proceed 
from one common fource *. 

Near the fort of Tctc t is a river the water of which, though it be fix fcore leagues 
diftant from the fea, is fait; but what is more extraordinary, the ftream which flows 
contiguous to the river Mangania, at more than two hundred leagues from the fea, is 
not only equally fait, but in addition poflefl'es the proper! y of petrifying wood caft into 
■ it. Albertus Magnus relates his having feen one fiir b.r in Germany : and in the 
Aflronomy of John Cieres, chap. 12, mention is made of a fountain the water itf lf of 
which changed to fione, and congealing immediately upon leaving its fourc became 
fo hard as to be capable of refilling the ficrcell heat of the dog-days. 

In Alenlejo, a province of Portugal, a league diftant from a town called Avis, is a 
river which has five different beds, and which overflows its banks at very unufual 
periods of the year ; for this happens during the hot weather between April and Sep- 
tember, when other ftreanis are dry. In ihefe months it iiicreafes in volume as much as 
it dinoinifhes in winter, when from the abundance of rain that in that fcafon falls in 
Portugal, other rivers fwell fo as to deluge the plains in their neighbourhood. 

In this river, moreover, another fingular peculiarity is remarked : as long as its waters 
flow in their natural channel they difl'er in no refpecl from thnfe of other dreams in 
general, but when they overflow their banks they turn to done whatever they meet 
with in their courfe, not excepting even the grafs. And in this province, fliould the 
rainy fcafon continue longer than common, or the rains be fo heavy as to inundate the 
country, and deflroy the feed in tlie ground, the peafants take no heed of the difader, 
but, fure of a more abundant crop in the end, as loon as the waters difappea-r they fow 
again their lands, and in fix or feven weeks after their golden crops invite the fickle ; 
thus the only inconvenience they endv. is the labour of a fecond lowing, for not even, 
the feed is lud, as the more ample harved makes (hem amends, and the fertilized 
earth brings forth its treal'ures fo quick as to make them on a pai v.ith thole of their 
neif,hbour.s, who have not had their lands fubmerged, in point of the time at which 
their crops are ripe. 


CHAP. III . — Of the exertions made by Francis Earetto to obtain information refpr^ing 
the Mines of GoUt and Silver in that pm t of the coun rv, in the vicinage of iOi. / iver 
Cuama or Zambefe. Of the trick played him, and the utter difonjiturt. of his Army, 

It is a matter of fadl that this country is rich in gold and filvcr mines, but the e metalsT 
are not fo eafily obtained as is imagined ; for the Cafl'res are prohibited under pc airy 
of death and the confifeation of their property from difeovering the fite of the min . 
either to their neighbours or to thofe who pafs linough their country. When a nii/ie 
is difeovered the perfuns finding it make loud outcries to tall witnefTcs round them, 

* Such accidental circumftancei are lefs extraordinary than is imagined : wat^ r, hy flowing orcr certain 
metals, creates an efTervefcence, and caloric is coiifequtntly diftiigftged in van'ous proportions according to 
the nature of the metallic fubflance contained in the ore over which the watci ‘4OW8 ; where the ore is 
competent to occafjon but a flight cffervefccnce, the water becomes tepid; where twVc fermenUtion u viuleut, 
the water is raifed to a high degree of heat. £ng. Trans. 

•t Upon the river Zarobefc. 
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and cover the fpot, above which they place forae objed to denote the file ; and, far 
from being fufceptiblc to be prevailed upon by ftrangc^'s to point out thefe fpots, they 
avoid encountering them as much as poflible, for fear they fhould even be fufpefted of 
fuch a deed. 

The mofjvc of the fovereign for enabling thefe prohibitory laws, and for exafting a 
declaration to be made to the court of all mines difeovered is, that he may take poffef- 
fion of them, and by preventing the Portuguefc from becoming mailers of one portion, 
give no room for fucceeding warfare on their part to fei;je upon the remainder. 

After Baretto had pofl'clfed himfelf of the gold mines of Maniea in the manner we 
have before deferibed, he directed his courfe at the head of his i’crccs towards the* 
country through which flows the Cuama, to make himfelf mailer of thofe of filvcr at 
Chicona, for this purpofe afeending the river Cuama from SLi'.;., On the way he 
fought with the king of the Mongas, who f)ppofcil his pailagc, and defeated him in 
fcveral battles, and proceeded vidtorioiiily through all the countries ami kingdoms along 
the river without finding any one powerful enough to arrefl his progrelV. 

After the defeat of the fovereign of the Monga-;, this prince, the moil potent of all 
the princes of this quarter, was under the neceflity of filing for peace, which was granted 
him. The remaining CailVes, upon this, perfectly difpiritcil and too weak to ke^p the 
field, abandoned their habitations and the open country, and took refuge in the woods. 
The Portuguefc, now freed of their enemies and mailers of the country, arrived in 
fafety at Chicona, where Baretto immediately commenced his inquiries rel'pedUng the 
pofition of the filver mines, but he found none inclined to give him the information 
h» fought j every one concluding that if he once poiTefled himfelf of thefe, the entire 
fubjugatioii of their country would naturally follow, liowever, a certain Callre of a 
fcheraing and artful difpofition rcfolvcd on attempting to impofe on Baretto, and for 
this purpofe told him that, provided he w'oukl proportion the reward to the value of 
tlie difeovery, he would make him acquainted with the Ipols where the mines were. 
The general, highly folicitous of the information, loaded him with kindnefs, made Itim 
various prefents in advance, and ilattcred him with the expedlation of ample reward 
in cafe of his fulfilling his promife. I’he CailVc, a complete rogue, promil’ed to be 
with him the next day and coudud him to the fpot, but at the fame time figuificil how 
rcquifite, in order to avoid fufpicion, it would be for him to return homo, that he might 
depart thence by Health under covert of night to join him unfeen, and proct.cd thus to 
the mines, as in cafe of his attempting any thing of the kind li) Jay he would lay 
himfelf open to the penalties of the law. By the air of probability in the ilatcmcnt, 
Baretto was perfectly duped. The CatlVe, the next night, repaired to a (pot where 
was a vein of filvcr ore, from which he took two or three pieces ol ore wliich he buri-d 
ip another fpot, and thence returned to Baretto to fulfil as he faid his promife, air.! ring 
him he would conduct him whither he fltould find filver without much toil or trouble. 
The general did not think fit to go himfelf with the CalFrc, but font people to ac- 
company him and dig in the fpot he fliould indicate. So eager were thefe on the occa- 
fiqn that they paid no attention to the circumltancc of the earth having been newly 
dug up, and in a little time they came to the three rnalTes of filver ore, buried there 
by the CaCFre on th‘e preceding night, of which intelligence was immediately given to 
Baretto, who was in raptures on the •occafion ; nor wonder at his joy, the double 
motive of his expedition, a thirA for glory and conquelt, and an expo elation of en- 
riching himfelf, he thus fancied complete : When the Caffre returned, he loaded him 
anew with expreflions of kindnefs, and what to the wily infidel was of much greater 
weight, with additional prefents far exceeding the value of the filver produced. Baretto 

was 
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was now confident of his fincerity, and dreamt of another P^tofi ; but his vifion's proved 
in the end mere fhadows, and he faw the CafFre no more. firft it was imagined 
he had been furprifedin his nodturnaljlabours and condemned toldeath, and already the 
general deplored him as a man faithful to his interefts ; but upon fending his people 
again to the fpot where they had dug up the filver ore, and their long.c</' itinucd toil 
in purfuit of the vein proving altogether fruitlefs, he no longer doubted of the cheat 
put upon him, but had Icifure to repent that he had been fo weak as to make the Cafh c 
prefents above the value of the filver difcovered. 

This fraud did not however annihilate the hopes of Baretto, who continued to pur- 
fue his fcarch by means of two hundred men whom he ' ft at this poft, provided with 
every rcquifite for their fupport, and an ample ftock of ammunition. Thefe h ^Jin- 
ftrucb’ons not to leave the place until the fite of the mines fhould be difeo v eret’, while he 
himfelf with the refiduc of his forces retired upon Sena. He moreover direded the 
party left at Chicona to make incurfions into the woods, and hunt out the inhabitants 
who had fled from their homes, and who keeping aloof hoped the Portuguefe would 
feel thcnifelves conftrained to forego their defigns after coiifuming the provifions they 
had with tliem. The event did not realifc thel’e expc6lations of the natives ; the Por- 
tuguefe had ftrongly intrenched themfelves, and while they hoarded the provifions they 
poflclfed to ferve them at exigency, by following the diredions of the general in pur- 
fuing the fugitives in their rcceflts, though they encountered great refiflance, they almoft 
conflantly returned loaded with provifions and fpoil. A warfare thus harafling at 
length determined fome of thofe who had fled to the woods to come to terms with the 
I^ortugucfe, and among other articles they agreed as the pur^hafe of a ceflation.of 
hoftilities to difclofe the fite of the filver mines. The Portuguefe, who themfelves arc 
by nature fincere, were void of miftruft of any treachery on the part of the Caffres, 
though thefe had planned the treaty merely to make the invaders fall into the ambufh 
they were preparing. 

Peace being now concluded by the treaty, w^hich ftipulatcd that either party fiiould 
regard the other as blends, and that the Caffres fiiould furnifli the Portuguefe with evqry 
thing necelfary towards thei^' fupport in their intrenchmepts, and provide them with 
trufly guides to direct them in fafety to the mines, and people to aflift them in working 
them ; this laft article was the firft which either party prepared to put in execution, 
but efpecially the CaflVes, who fought by lulling the Portuguefe into a falfe fecurity to 
cnfnarc them, and appointed among themfelves for effeding their plan the very day 
they fiiould proceed to the mines. The Portuguefe, who took with them on the jour- 
ney a hundred and fixty men well armed, confequently left but forty for the defence 
of the fort. Trufting to their guides, the expedited party were led into an ambufeade 
where they had to fuftain the lire of four hundred Caffres from their covert in the 
foreft, which effefted the deftruftion of almoft the whole of the Poituguefe detach-^ 
ment. The few who el'caped bore the melancholy intelligence to their comrad^-s in 
the fort. At firft it was propofed that this fhould be evacuated, as it was much to be 
apprehended that little time could elapfe before it would be attacked, and as /he 
means of refiftancc to the force which they had room to expefl: would be employed 
againft them was very far from adequate to the maintenance of the pq/l j but the 
thought of flying before barbarians, the dread left ^ mealbre of this kind fhould be 
imputed to pulillanimity and affix an Indelible ftain on theii^jnilitaw character, induced 
many to di&r from this propofal ; and their determination refoii^ely to withftand the 
enemy at length prevailed with the whole, who vowed either to avenge their country- 
men on the heads of die traitors, or perifii in the attempt* 

4 Y 2 in 
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In thfc mean time the fo*t was invefted by upwards of four thoufand Caffres. Yet, 
large as was their number, they did not dare to venture an aflault, but contented them- 
felves with blockading the fort- At length the Portugucfe, having exhaufted their 
provifioris, had only a choice of death left them, and refolved on that which (hould 
be worthy ^of their former life; they confequently made a fortie on the enemy, and 
wherever their blows were dealt they carried with them deftruftion ; but overpowered 
at lafl: by numbers, they fell to a man, felling their lives at a rate fo dear that no bluih 
fliall ftain the cheeks of their countrymen at the remembrance of their cataftrophe. 


CHAP. IV. — Of the barbarsus inhumanity of the Caffres of the vicinage of fort Tcte, who 

feed on human fieff ; and of the war waged with the Mumbo, •who bad defpoiled a 

Caffre of his pofftfftons^ who was friendly to the Portuguefc. 

BEYOND fort Tete on the oppofite fide of the river Guama there are two nations 
of Cadres, the one denominated Mumbas, the other Zimbas or Muzimbas ; both the 
one and the other of thefe fubfift on human flefli, and for the purpofe of devouring them 
kill all they meet, whether by fea or land ; and when viftims among flrangers arc 
wanting, they put to death their Haves and the aged, whom they fay are but an 
incumbrance. 

They are deftitute of religion, have neither altars, nor images, nor idols, and no 
other objed of adoration but their fovereign, who Ityles himlelf Lord of Heaven and 
Edrth. He on his part is fo perfuaded of poflefling the dominion he arrogates to him- 
felf, that whether he wifhes it fhould rain or ceafe from raining, whether folicitous of 
cooler or warmer weather, fhould the feafons in their courfe be dift'erent from his 
inclinations and appear to contradid his will, he madly feeks for vengeance, and im- 
pioufly as vainly Ipends his rage in imprecations, and lances his arrows at the fky. 
But, on the other hand, the anger which the prince fo fruitlefsly manifcfls againft 
heaven, recoils on himfelf ; for his people, witnefling his want of controul over the 
elements, with reafon regard him as an ufurper pretending to rights which he does 
not poffefs : thus is he perpetually placed in danger, not only of forfeiting their opinion 
of his divine nature, and lofing the prefents which they are accuftomed to make on 
addreffing themfelvcs to him to obtain what they feek from heaven, but alfo of being 
precipitated from his throne. 

The Portugucfe not only fought opportunities to eftablifh tliemfelves firmly in the 
country for the promotion of their individual intereffs, they were equally anxious to 
fupport all thofe who were favourable to their caufe. In profecution of this policy, 
/bey efpoufed the quarrel of a Caffre oppreffed by a neighbour of greater a:uthority, 
took up arms in his defence, under the command of the captain of Fort 'I’etd, and, 
croffing the river, marched dired upon Chicaronga, whither the ufurper on their 
putting themfelves in motion had retired. 

They no fooner arrived before than they invefted this-place, and attacked it with 
fuch vigour that this ,Mumbo Caffre who had fix hundred men with him, was obliged 
to quit the qilace and reftore the pofleflions which he had'.unjuftly feized upon, to the 
friend of the Portugucfe. I’heie having effeded this objed returned, fhewing by their 
condud not only that they had power to eftablifh their fuperiority, but alfo fufficient 
to maintain the caufe of thofe dependent on them, and redrefs the grievances they 
m^ht endure from more powerful neighbours. ^ _ • 
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This CafFre had long been accuflomcd to make incu/fions on the territories of his 
neighbours, before he was attacked l)y the Portuguefe ; and had become fo arrogant 
and cruel, that he placed over the gate of his fort the heads of all he killei), and kept 
their mangled carcafes in a large room, into which all who came to ’'.-lit him were 
introduced, as well to imprefs them with awe as to Hicw that his vengeance againll 
thofe who were his enemies did not terminate with their life, but was entailed on the 
corpfes of his viSims. On the defeat of the garrifon, the Portuguefe delivered from 
their drcadftil flavery a number of women and children whom this wretch kept, with 
a number of men, in pens, for the purpofe of killing and eating them in fuccelllon, 
according to their general prafticc, and curried them v ith him to Fort Tetc. As to the 
wretch himfelf, he laved his life by an ignominious liight. 

The example made in this inftance of the Mumbo, who loft all his pr perty in the 
fort, was not fulBcient to deter another CaftVe in the vicinage of Sena from defpoiling 
one of his countrymen of his property who was befriended by the Portuguefe. This 
man fled to them, ftating that, on account of his affedlion for them and his efpoufing 
their caufe, he had endured the moft cruel treatment, and imploring them to reinllate 
him in the poffcflions of whicli he had been deprived. The perl’on to whom this 
CaflVe addrell’cd himfelf was Andre St. Jago, governor of Sena, who took him under 
his prote£lion, and promifed to fend forth a body of troops to countenance the en- 
treaty he fhould make that his enemy would in a friendly manner reftore what he 
had violently uliirped, and in cafe of refufal to effed by force what might be denied 
to milder ineafures. 

Andre San Jago- in confequence took the field at the head of his people, with* two 
pieces of cannon, and advanced againll the offending CaftVc, who was called Mu* 
ximhas. On approaching the •place in which he was pcJfted, he found him deaf to 
any friendly prop( fit ions, and, when he regarded the fb ength of the fortifications he 
had thrown up, he repented having fo readily interfered ; and, apprehenfive the fiege 
would be of longer duration than v. iiat had before been lufpected by him, he con- 
verted it into a blockade, awaiting fuccour, for which he fent to the commander of 
Fort i’ete, Fernandez de Cdiares, This officer marchtd out to join him at the head 
of as ftrong a detachment as he could fpare, but, regarding the enemy with whom they 
had to combat as unworthy of their attention, they proceeded in ftraggling and de- 
tached parlies, without order, and without the precautioii of fending forth fcouts. 
'I'he troops of their antagonill which kept the field, obferving this iiegicrt of difcipline, 
placed themfelves in ambufh in a wood through which they had to pal's, and while yet 
in the fame diforder attacked them. The commander oi Fort Tete and his foldiers, 
after fliewing the utmoft bravery, became the vicfiins of their own imprudence and neg- 
leif, and fell to a man. The barbarous conquerors, not content with the lives 
their enemies, mangled the carcafes of the dead, from which they cut all the limbs and 
head, leaving nothing but the trunk ; after this they i’ecretly entered the fort. When 
they had joined their companions there, they publiflicd the defeat of the enemy by beat 
of drum and fhouts of exultation. The noife lomewhat furprized Andre de San Jago, 
but his aftonifhment redoubled when he beheld the troops of Mttzirnbas marching in 
triumph on the ramparts, each carrying a limb cut from the titemy, and on the end 
of a pike the head of the governor of Fort Te^p. At a flgh: fo melancholy, and 
which deprived him of all hope of faccour, he was greatly aflli^ ■ .1, and determined on 
a filent retreat ; but Muzimbas, apprifed of his intention, It a upon the Portuguefe 
'unexpedledly, and completely cut to pieces the rear-guard, killing the commander, 
who on news of the attack had flown to render them alTiltance, and whq preferred .ffiaring 

death 
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^eath ^th his brave men to farviving in a country where nothing hut his unfortunate 
defeat could be prefent to his imagination. 

iTie Portugiiefc on this occafion likewife loft Father Nicolas de Rofario, a monk of 
the order of Santo Domingo, who had accompanied the army to fay mafs and admi- 
nifter the facr^ments ; but the manner of death of this good father was fo cruel, that 
it may be regarded as a kind of martyrdom 5 for after tying him to a tree, and cxer- 
cifing on his body what the moft infamous and brutal paflions alone could fuggeft, they 
killed him by repeated wounds. Muzimbas, defirous on this occafion of* fignalizing 
himfelf, put on the clerical drefs of the monk, and bearing in one hand the chalice 
and in the other a fpear, marched thus at the head of his troops, who each bore one 
or other of the members of the Portuguefe they had killed, which they ate at a feaft 
given in honour of their vidory : this took place in 1 592. 

The fucceeding year Don Pedro de Soula, governor of Mozambico, attempted to 
revenge the death of Andre de San Jago, and the death of his troops ; but he was un- 
fortunate in his expedition, and obliged to retreat, lofing by the way the major part 
of his rear-guard, which was utterly defeated by Muzimbas, and leaving all his 
baggage and cannon to the conqueror, rendered itill more arrogant and vain by this 
additional fuccefs. After this Don Pedro de Soufa formed an army confifling of 
upwards of fifteen hundred Caffres and two hundred Portuguefe, with which he crofled 
the river to lay fiege to Muzimbas. On this occafion he invclted the town in form, 
and caufed it to be attacked at feveral points, at each of which however he met with 
an equally obftinate refiftance ; and the Cafl're moreover, by railing (^paulements, 
fheltcred his men in fuch a manner that they were very little incommoded by the artillery 
of the Portuguefe. Thefe -dl length determined on carrying the place by aflault, and 
in furtherance of this plan filled the ditch with fafeinCs, and puflied their lines for- 
ward to the very foot of the counterfearp, where they made a lodgement to cover 
themfelves from the fallies of the befieged ; but the enemy threw fuch abundance of 
hot water and boiling oil on the Caffres, who wore naked, that the major part of 
them were dil'piritcd ; and in addition to this annoyance, they made fuch profit- 
able ufe of c rtain machines of iron which they ufe for the defence of towns, 
and which, being projected with ftrerigth and precifion, carry death wherever they 
ftvike, that the Portuguefe and the Caffres with them loft the whole day in attempts 
of no avail 5 at length they founded a retreat in order to drefs the wounded and bury 
their dead. 

On the fucceeding day the general renewed the affault and erefted gabions which 
commanded the ramparts of the Zimbas. From this pofition the mufquetry annoved 
the enemy fo fevercly, that they at length offered to capitulate ; but while the articles 
preparing, Muzimbas, as excellent a politician as a warrior, availed himfelf of a 
ftratagem which obliged the Portuguefe to raife the fiege. He counterfeited a number 
of letters from the women of Mozambico and Sena, reprefenting to their hufbands in 
the army of Don Pedro, that their perfons were in extreme peril, owing to infurreftions 
that bad taken jilace in thofe two towns j and conjuring them, if they valued either their 
lives or thoie of their children, who were in danger of reverting to their priftine flavery, 
(the Caffres threatening to deftroy both towns), to return to their homes. In thefe let- 
ters the moft endearing expreflions v'^ere ufed ; and the fuperior claims of kindred and 
afl'ettion to thofe of mere friendftiip and attachment to the Portuguefe in a caufe which 
muff, take long time to bring to iffue were ftrongly infifted upon. They ftated, that 
while they wei c profecuting a fiege, which, from the excellent troops and numerous 
rdburces of Muzimbas, niuft necelTarily be long procraftinated, they were sft the crifis 
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of their fate, and that delay might render their affairs irretrievable. The fubflance of* 
thefe letters being fpread through the camp, the Caffres reprefented to their commander 
the neceffity of flying to the defence of their property and families, promifing at tho 
fame time, after avenging themfelves of their enemies, to return and fK^nalize them- 
felves in his fervice. Don Pedro de Soufa, who had no means of enforcing obedience 
nor of preventing their abandoning him, was fain to allow their departure ; and hav- 
ing now but two hundred men left with him, determined on railing the fiege. Tvluzim- 
bas, however, who reckoned much on the fuccefs of his Itratagem, and had already 
prepared his meafurcs, cauied the rear of the Portuguefe to be attacked in a narrow de- 
file, and, cutting it in pieces, and making himfelf malL '• of all the baggage and artillery, 
returned triumphant to his fortrefs. 

Still placing a due value on the prowefs of the Portuguefe, Muzimhn? raiolved to 
prevent the renewal of a war which might terminate in his ruin, deprecated the refent- 
ment of the Portuguefe, and entered into treaty for peace ; the articles of which, after 
much difpiitc, were concluded, Muzimbas agreeing to reftore the ufurped poflelfions 
of the Caffre, which had originated the war, to the right owner. 


CHAP. V . — Tbc Army of MtiAmbas being augmenlccl to Fifteen thoiifcind Men, he ob- 
tains pofftffton of the IJland (faitoa by means of information given him by a Moor, 
whom he caiifes to be punijhed according to his diferts, 

THE Portuguefe, thunder- (truck at the feverc check their forces had received,. now 
occupied themi'clves in placing their army on fuch a footing as fliould enable them to 
take fignal vengeance for the treachery which Muzimbas had ufed in furprifmg their 
men on raifmg the fiege of his fortrefs. But this wary enemy, forefeeing their inten- 
tions, made new levies, and by holding out to his fubjects and neighbours, that the 
object of life with brave men flioi'I.’ be the acquii'ition of glory, and the rendering 
themfelves formid"ble upon earth, by flattering tliem with fuccefs, and above all with 
a rich booty, he fucceeded in caufiiig nnmy to take up arms, and this the more readily 
from the Caffres, an idle race, in general preferring the eafe and plenty ufually attend- 
ant on a warlike life to the toil of peaceful occupations. With his firfl: levies he made 
incurfions on the territories of his neighbours, whofe wives and children were killed 
and eaten, or made Haves by his troops, and by his numbers, and by his depre- 
dations, he fpread fuch general conflernation, that the chief of the inhabitants con- 
tiguous to his pofleffions, to efcape fimilar injuries, and that they might participate 
in the fpoil of others, flocked to join his ftandard in fuch numbers, that he found 
himfclf at length at the head of an army of fifteen thoufand men, unrcflrictcd by 
difeipline from any licentioufnefs whatfoever, provided they continued faithful to flis 
orders. 

This ambitious charader, feeing that everything gave way before him, determined 
on laying fiege to the iflaud Quitoa*, trufting he fhoukl readily obtain poffeflion ^of it, 
and intending to give it up to pillage, the more to attach his troops and render them 
hearty in his fervice. Nolponer had he conceived the defign, ilian he haftened to put 
it in execution; but the tide being too high to admit of his embarking his troops, he 
contented himlelfwith wafting the country adjacent'to the iiland, ' lofing all communi- 
cation between thp ifland and the main, and commencing ablocyade. The inhabitants 

* Between the mouths of the rivers Quitoa and Quilima, north of Cape Del Gudo. Enc. Tran<'. 

8 * who 
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' who defended the place wcre foou made acquainted with the intentions of Muzimbas, to 
whofe dominion they wore adverfe, and which they were refolved on avoiding at the peril 
of their lives ; but a moor who was among them, calculating the hazard of a warfare with 
this chief,' refolved on facrificing to hisownfafety and fortune both the lives and liber- 
ties of his coimfryinen. In this view he fwam acrofs the arm of the fea which feparated 
them from t^e army of Muzimbas, to whom he caufed to be communicated, that he 
had a fecrei of importance to impart, which concerned materially his prefent intentions : 
this was fufficient to infure his introdudion ; Muzimbas was anxious to fee him, and 
ordered him iullantly to be ufliered to his prefence. When before him, after a low 
bow he addrefl'ed him in the following terms : I prefent myfelf before you, great 

“ general, who are the firft conqueror of this country, and who fo well defen'e to be 
“ its inafter. Apprifed of your intention of turning your arms againft the illand Ouitoa 
“ where I refide, and apprehenfive the reftftance of the forces it contains, which are 
“ determined to defend the ifland, might retard its conquell and the pleafure I fliould 
feel at becoming your fubjed, I have encountered the dangers of the fea to ofi'er you 
my fcrvice with heart and hand, and to lay open to you a way by which the ifland 
may be entered, as it is not equally well protetfed on all fides, and efpecially as on 
“ thofe where it is prefumed you mean to make your attacks ; and as I am well fatis- 
“ fied, by following my inftrudions, that you will fpeedily make yourfelf mafter of the 
“ ifland, I entreat proteftion for myfelf and all belonging to me, in our perfuns and our 
“ property, which latter I leave to your generofity to augment at pleafure when you 
fhall be our fovereign.” 

Muzimbas, highly gratified by this offer, received the traitor with much kindnefs, 
promifed him all he required, and even greater recompenfe than his inoft ardent cx|)ec- 
tations led him to anticipate. The enterprize was carried into efl'ect under favour of 
night, when the Moor placed himfelf at the head c>f the troops, and guided them to the 
fecret pals in perfect fafety. So ftill w’as the march, that the luitincls, who did not ex- 
pert an attack in this diredion, wxre plunged in fleep, and configned lo death, together 
with more than three thoufand inhabitants, who lerved the cannibals for food during 
the pillage of the town. 

Such was the ravage and fuch were the excefles committed by the army in Quiloa, that 
the whole population was exterminated, and the only family left was that of the traitor who 
had introduced the enemy, and who flattered himftlf with receiving an ample foriune. 
Muzimbas, who knew how to proportion his rewards to the merit of fervices received, 
folicitous of delaying no longer thofe which the Moor had earned, caufed him at 
length t© be fuminoned to his prefence, 'fhe traitor now expecled nothing lefs tluui 
that he fliould be appointed governor of the place, and loaded with gifts ; he con- 
fequently collected the whole of his family to bewitnefs of his glory, and of the fecurity 
aRii opulence its different members were about to acquire. 

Approaching Muzimbas they fell at his feet, imploring his favour and pn^teclion, 
and enlarging on the good fortune of the Moor, their relative, who had been enabled 
to allifl his righteous caufe, they entreated him in the humblefl manner to regard them 
as tltb moft faithful among his fubjefls. On this Muzimbas, in whom nature had 
implanted fentiments pf honour as well as a cruel difpofition, who, like Alexander, 
could hug the treafon while he abhorred the traitor, call a terrible look upon them, and 
addrefling the Moor, faid : “ Lcam, wretch, learn hence, that a conqueror like me 
“ may avail himfelf of the perfidy of traitors like yourfelf, but is incapable of coun- 
“ tenancing or rewarding it. in courfe of time I fliould, by the valour and intrepidity 
“ of my army, have fucceeded in my objed, without having recourfe to the fuccour I 
• lo “derived 
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derived from you, and which I merely accepted to fpar^ the blood of my foldiers. 
“ The advantage of having by your means obtained on our part a blOodlufs vidory has 
hitherto reftrained my refentment at your treafon ; you have had a hrcatJ time ; 
it is fit now that I (hould maniftfl: my indignation and horror at fuch a rrioufler ; I 
condemn you therefore together with your family to be call into the lea’, ellteining 
“ all of you rdike unworthy to ferve as a meal for my foluiers, fearing left the perfidy 
“ of your nature Ihould ha'/e communicated a venomous quality to your flelli and blood.’ 
Thefe words were pronounced by Muzimbas with fo much vehemence and paffion, 
.that the guards about him, whom he direfted to put his v '.i in execution, immediately 
followed his orders, and gave the bodies of the whole t<> die waves. 

After the deftruftion of Quitoa, and the death of him who had prc' ed if not 
occafioned its ruin, Muzimbas marched agaiull theifiand Mombaza, which he conceived 
incapable of refilling his arms : but the 'I’lirks, who i'ufpciSled his intentions, had previous 
to his arrival difpatchcd four galleys with fuccours for its relief, and by means of tliis 
were enabled to arreft his progrefs, and prei’ent on the difi'crcut occafions of their join- 
ing battle a very formidable front. 

In the mean time a fleet belonging to the Portuguefe accidentally arrived oiT Mombaza ; 
ihofe on board, till their arrival, having no intelligence ol what was palling. Tiiey 
profiled by the circuinllances of the time, and fucceeded in beating the one and refill- 
ing the other ; for they defeated and cr.ptured the galleys of the Turks, and entered 
Mombaza viflorioufly in view of the army of Muzimbas on the oppofitc bank of the 
river. This chief, unable to comprehend by what means fucccis fo complete and fo 
prompt could have been obtained, exclaimed that the Portuguefe were truly the gods 
both of fta and land ; and thcncelorth Jie fought their alliance and friendfliip. This 
exploit was til'eded by the brave general Ihomas de Soufa. • 

bhorily alter, a treaty of peace was concluded between the Portuguefe and Muzimbas, 
to whom the former gave up liie town of '' lombaza, which he laid in ruins. Afterwards 
he proceeded againd the capital of Melinda, which he reckoned upon taking with eafe ; 
but a fuccour ol three thouland men having been thrown into tire place by certain CalFres 
called Ahlfcquios, Muzimbas, who had already efl'edcd a lodgment on one of the 
balUons, was repulfed. Encouraged by this fuccefs, the garrifoii made a fally, and com- 
pletely overthrew the army of Muzimbas ; the major part b'eing put to the fword, a 
finall veflige only fucceeding in reaching their homes by difperfing in every direQion, 
and thus avoiding the fury of the Calfres. 


CHAP. VI. — The Moors of the TJJund St. Lawrence, as well as thofe of Mo'x.amhico, 

rebel againji the Portuguefe. 

THE ifland of St. Lawrence is fituate oppofite to that Eihiopia of which I have already 
given a defeription ; it is three hundred leagues in length by eighty in breadth, and is 
feparated from the main by a channel fixty leagues broad at its nanowelt part. It w'ds 
difeoveredin 1506 by the expedition under ihetommand of that famcis captain Trill unde 
Cunha onits pafl'age to the Indies, and the firft landing happening on tho nnniverl'avy' ot the 
martyrdom of St. Lawrence, it received Itis name, though previoully ii ’ -as called by the 
inhabitants Madagafcar. This country abounds in all kinds of vcgt i , r)les, rice, millet, 
and a great variety of roots fo pleafant to the tallc as to form a jiuiicipal part of the food 
of the inhabitants through great part of the year ; here allb are leen a number of orange 
and lemon trees, and abundance of fugar canes. 

VOL. XVI. 4 z During 
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During the government of George de Menefles in Mofambico, the Moors rofc 
againft the Portuguefe, and refufed any longer to admit them into their ports, ftating, 
they hiridered them from difpofing of the growth of their own foil ; this, however, ’was 
merely a pretext to oblige the Chriltians, againft whom their hatred was implacable, to 
leave the country. 

George de Menefles, who knew of the reluctance of the Moors to their fettling in this 
country, notwithftanding this reluCtance determined on eftablilhing a fettlement of the 
Portuguefe ; and caufing a velTcl of war to be well manned and equipped, failed dircCl 
to the ifland with the intention of waging war with them in cafe the Moors Ihould oppofe. 
his views and deny a refidence in the country, or the freedom of commerce to the 
Portuguefe ; and determining to place a factor there with ten foldiers and two monks 
to adminifter the Sacrament to them. 

The Moors, intimidated by the arrival of this Ihip, attempted to excufe their rebellion, 
and pretended that the fomenters of it had been rigoroufly puniflied, as a proof of their 
defire of living on a friendly footing with the Portuguefe. 'rhefe however, not trulling 
to their profeflions, propofed to leave, as they had planned, a fmall garrifon behind them. 
Before their departure, however, fomc mifuuderflanding taking place among the foldiers 
of which the garril'on was compofed, they fcverally embarked and returned to Mozam- 
bico, leaving on the ifland Father Thomas alone, a monk of the order of Santo Do- 
mingo. 

Immediately after the failing of this vell'el an Arab Ihip arrived from Mecca, the 
crew of which, on hearing of the aflumed fovereigmy of the Portuguefe over the inhabit- 
ants, took vengeance on Father Thomas, who had remained and occupied himfelf in 
preaching the gofpel. They confcqucntly, in a beverage which they prefented, ad- 
rniniflered poifon to himi| he fufpeefed indeed their bad intentions, but drank the 
draught in pertecl refignation to the Almighty \vill, and quickly after experienced its 
mortal cfl'ccls. 

The Portuguefe, uft'ecfed at the treatment the good Father experienced from his 
treacherous hofts, and jufUy ofi'ended with them, refolvedon avenging, w'ith their own, 
the caufc of Heaven ; they accordingly returned the next y”ar to the ifland and laid it 
waltc, afterwards failing back to Mozambico, where they had I'rarcely arrived before a 
vefl'el from Mecca was flilpwrccked on their coaff, and atioidcd them a new objedf ot 
plunder. 

'J his year as fertile in treachery, the Moors afting witii perfidy towards the Portu- 
guefe in one of the iflands contiguous to that of Comoro, which ferves as a retreat 
for all the outcalls and fcoundrels of the country. 

George Menefles, governor of Mozambico, fenta veflel to this ifland of Mazabangen 
'for the purpofe of taking in refreflmients ; but the captain, deeming it imprudent to 
venture on landing without firfl fending intimation of his defign to the king of the 
ijland, difpalchecl for the purpofe two,,Moors acquainted with the language of the coun- 
try, with orders to requeft pennillion’to land, and to ftate that the veflel was from 
f'ortugal, and that they looked for nothi^jg but what they meant to pay for. The king, 
who profefled amipy, promifed to furnifli them with whatever they might require, and 
obferved that his*l'ubjeds as well as himlelf would feel themfelves happy in fupplying 
them with what their means afforded, as he regarded the Portuguele as their good 
frieuds aiud allies. _ ^ 

The Portuguefe were gratified at meeting with fo courteous a reception; at the fame 
time jhey kept themfelves on their guard againft furpriie on the part of people, on whole 

fmccrity and conduit they had little ground of reliance. Nor were they in the wrong 

iu 
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5n tills caution, as was proved by the event ; for they learnt' by a younj^ man belonging 
to the ifland, who fwam to their fliip, that ftiortly after the departure of their ineffengers, 
the ‘king gave directions to his people, immediately upon their landing, t , fall upon 
the Pori uguefo, feize their fhip, and by luch an example deter the Chri'Lians from 
again venturing to his ifland. 

The people on hoard tlie (hip diflereJ in opiiuon refpeding the degree of credit to 
be given to the tefiimo’iy of ihis man, fome looking upon it as a mere invention, and 
regarding him in the light oi a fpy ; they therefore kept him on board : but, in older 
to remove tlicir doubts, tiicy font afliore a felucca, are had ample nrifon to repent 
their incredulity, lor part oi' the crew we're imirdcrc.., the reft cicapiag niprely by 
throwing tlienifclvcs into the fea. The Pouugiuio v\ere anxious tli;/ ihe faiite man 
who had come oii [loard fiiould rcf.irn to tb.e iilaiul, that lie might cominue to give 
them information rdpeding what was pilling il’.ere ; but, feparate frc.M ids dlfmclma- 
tion to incur ihe danger he flioiilJ in trulfing liimlelf again in tlicir ha'\l' , he w'as as 
much averfe from his qmntrymcn as ho was partial to tlie Chriilians, the number of 
whom he Ihorily after increafed, becoming a member of the order of Santo Domingo, 
among the fathers of which order he lived in a very exemplary manner for many 
years. 

CHAP. VII. — Of the three fcottr^cs with xohich God ciffli^cd the EtJ/iopians. — Of the 
Ufes to which Manna and Cc/coa arc put, attd wh^rc they are jouad. 

THE cruellies exerdfed by IMuzimbas, oecaftoned him to be eftccnicd one of the 
fcourges of God, who ultimately punilhed this prince with the annihilation of his army j 
for he lent fucli iiiimcnfe flights of locufts into the country, that when on the wing they 
darkened the day ; and when they ali'. ' ed they devoured fo completely all the flowers 
of tlie held and cvem' defeription of verdure, even to the roots, that the earth feeiued 
as il ravaged with lire : the coiu'equence was, fo great a fcarcli) of grain and corn 
throughout the w hole of Ethiopia, that a general famine prevailed. 

The Cail'res fold their children for a meafure of millet, and even delivered them- 
felves up to flavery, that they might have wherewithal to cat ; and thofe whofe circum- 
llances w'sre moan, wagetl war with the others for the purpofe of devouring ihem^ . 

The 

* Ilillory fiirnidie:’- many mclaiulioly example.'; of the extreme? to which difTererw nations have occafion- 
ally lieeu reduced by famine, !nit anumg- llie mu(t afHidiug of thele iiillance.'S no one perhaps exceeds that 
wJiich is related as the lei'ult of lb*; fiJIure of tlie ovci llowirif; of the Nile, in the ycctr of the Hejira 59 /» 
romiueiiciu^ in OeUiiirr j 7,00. The horrible pieturc is given by Abd-Ailatif, an Arabian phylicibn 
;i^reat. elleem, vvhofc valuable vs orb iv(pe 61 iug I'gypt has been dredbd in leveial of the laiigiiagcr of Europe, 
and has lately, with notes which diipiav unbt>iindc*d jjniienee and toil, and at tlie fame time the deepcit 
erudition, i>eon publifhed anew, ibroii^di tlie incdiiiin of the imperial prelsat Ibnis, by M. S)lve{ler de Sac^', 
under the title of “ Relation dc I’Egyptc par Abd-AIlatif, Paris iSio.” The narrative, as it will in all 
probability he now to the Kiigliih reader, as it affords a curious fpccimeu of ilie Arab llvle of that pc.tod>» 
is of undoubted truth, and prefents a piduic, however luirriblc, yet fo liigldy cxtift.ordinary, is in part iub- 
joined. 

“ In this date of things, the year ^97 (beginning Odober 12001) anuoinv -'d oTclf ns a monftcr whofe 
fury war, about to annihilate all t lit' rclources of life, and eve.*)" means of uibldd ncc. All hope of a 
** rifing of the Nile was abandoned, and, in conlcquencc. the price of every arri c 1 produce was increafcd 
coiilidorably ; the provinces were parched with drought ;‘*the inhabitants ie*\ i.bVv inevitable fcarcky ; and 
the dread of famin^e occafioned mneh tumult. Thoie who dwelt in the country witbdivw to the chief 
towns of the provinces ; many among them emigrated to Syria, Magreb, Hedjaz, and Yemen, vvln* c 
** they difperfe 1 therufelves in every direction, as hinnerly the children of Saba. Infinito multitude.N fought 
refuge in tlie cities of Mifr and Cairo, where to the molt frightful dearth was joked as terrible a mor- 
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The laft plague was the Vmall-pox, wJiich carried off thofe whom famine and the 
fword had fpared, for none who were alfliOied with this defliruftive malady efcaped. 

“ tality : for, on the fun entering the conflellation of the Ram (March 1201), the atmofphere became in- 
“ fe£lcd, and f pedikntial and deftructive contagion began to be manifefl. The poor, ftarving with hunger, 
‘‘ fatisfied iis cravings with the vilcft rwfiirc — dogs, human carcafes, and carrion, nay even the very cxcre- 
ments of man an 1 animals- They went even further, and devoured young children. It w^as not unufiial 
“ to furprife individuals with infants roatled or boiled. The captain of the city guard caufed to be burnt 
alive tliofe perfons wim were guilty of thefe crimes, as well as thofe deteifed in eating fuch meat. 

1 myfclf faw a fmall infant roalled, in a baflcot. It was carried before the provoll, together with a 
man and w'ornan, faid to be the parents of tlic child : the provoll condemned them to the ftake. 

“ When the poor firft began to feed on human flefli, the horror and wonder excited by fuch unufual 
repafts, occalioncd it to be the theme of coiivcrfation every where; but afterwards people were fo 
accuftonied to it, and iinlced conceived fo much liking for thefe dctcilable viands, that tliey became a 
** general and common food, were ’eaten as a treat, and llore of them was kept for future need: different 
modes of curing and cooking fuch meat were invented ; and the cuflom once inlrdduced in tlie city, 
‘‘ fpread to the provinces, ft^ that no part of I^gvpt remained in which fii.'h pia(!*tices were unccimmon. 
“ Wonder at fuch a refourcc now ccaled ; the horror it lirlt infpireJ entirely vanilhcd ; and it was no 
** longer fpoken of other than as an indifTercnt and ordinary matter.” • 

After a recital of many (hocking example;, of individuals laying in wait to deflroy children and others 
incapable of defence, that they might fupport nature by fuch unnatural yet only remaining means; of mothers 
devouring their children ; hufbands and wives their companions, and children their parents ; of which cafea 
he was mollly an cyc-witnefs, Abd-Allatif proceeds : 

“ One matter wc flvall notice for its having been frequently before us : At Mifr, at Cairo, and in the 
neighbouring towns, vvhcMvver we turned our flops, the eye was perpetually difgullcd wdth the afflicting 
“ 'ce."? of a Cxirple, or an individual at the lafl gafp, and oftentimes of numbers in this condition. At 
C airo efpcciallyj the dead daily carried to the place of fepulchre were from one to five hundred. At 
Mifr the ravage of death was without bounds, and defied calculation ; the dead were not buried ; the 
** living contented tlicrnfelvcs with calling them without the w'ulls : nay, towards the end, the fiirvivors 
** we;c too few to be able even to remove the corpfes wdiich were foen lying in the fquares, in the pafTages 
between the houfes and the fbops, and even on the floors in the houfes. And oftentimes by the lidc 
of a body banging in (trips, were fecn a cook, a butcher, and people of fimilar profcfljons, 

“ Of the burghs and village?, all the inhabitants perifhed, except thofe who had been able to remove to 
other parts. Scarcely, even from this ftatement can be excepted the capitals of provinces and the larger 
villages; for c.\ample Kous, Afchmounein, Mahalleb, and others of fimilar magnitude ; and in thele even 
the number of furvivors was extremely fmall. Oftentimes a traveller paffed llirough a cbiifidcrablc 
village without finding a Tingle pcHon alive : the houfes he f.uv all open, and in them only the corpfes 
“ of thofe by wliom they liad been inhabited ftretched on the floor oppofile to each other, foine in a Hate 
of corruption, and others but newly dead; and frctjuently moveables abounded, with none to claim 
“ nolh fiiou. 

“ I'he road from Kgypt to Syria, by the teflimony of numerous witnefTes, refembled an immenfe 
field fown wiih corpus, or ralbcr a field through wliich the reaper had pa fled ; it had become, as it 
were, a banqueting lioufe for birds and bcalls, which preyeil upon their flelh ; and the dogs, which 
‘‘ tht'fe emigrants iiad made the p irUi rs of their flight, w. re tlie firll to devour their bodies. 

it of free condition were fold. * ^ young girl might be purchafed for a few pieces of 

filver. . I myfelf was offered two maidens, net yet of the age of puberty, for a lingle piece of gold ; 
*‘^and on another occalioii I faw two females, one of them yet a rnaitl, whom the crycr offered for falc for 
**** eleven pieces of lilvcr. One woman alfo came to me and propofed to fell me her own daughter, of 
fume beauty and il;ll a girl, for five pieces of Wver. On my reprerenting that fuch trafliq was contrary 
to law, * 'J’ake her then/ flic exclaimed, ‘ as a free gift/ *** 

Villages which before contained a poptflation of ten tboufuid, now became fo many delcrts, in 
>4;hich at times a few llraggling beings might be found, and in which at others not one c»add be 
fecn. The major part of tlie city Mifr was wholly depopulated : the houfes on tlie canal, the flrcet of 
the Pond, Maks, HaUb, an<l the neighbouring places were entirely dcpeopled, though previoufly there 
‘‘ was not one thefe fuliurbs but in popula'.ion might ve with Tyties. At Cairo, even the palaces, 
‘‘ lioufco, and fliops in the befl quarters of the city, and in its very heart, are mull of them tenantlefs 
and filent ; to fucli extent indeed, that in one of the mofl thickly peopled pans there is an hotel con- 
lilting of fifty lodgings, in which, if four be excepted, tlie whole are empty, and thefe four are tenanted 
nieie'y by perforis to pivfcrve tlie h >t . 1 , The inhabitants of this once great tity at the prefent time ufe 
** IK) Other w'.od fur fuel for their kitchens and ovens than the timber of the roofs of hcufe», door- 
pofts, and feiicef.” Book II. Chap. 2. Page 360 to 374 .~Eng. Trani. 
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The pofitlon of the ifland Mozambico is detrimental t» the vifion of the inhabitants ; 
for, from the inftant the fun fets till it rifes the fucceeding morn they diftinguifli nothing-, 
becoming as it were blind till the great eye of the world re-illuminating the earth dif- 
perfes darknefs and reftores them fight ; what however is remarkable, tais accident is 
peculiar to this ifland, for out of it the human fight is not fubjed to tki: extraordinary 
eclipfe *. 

In the ifland Delgado, fertile and productive of almofl: every thing, manna, formed of 
the dew from heaven, falls on certain trees, on which it is found in malfes in a con- 
gealed ftate, like but not equally hard as fugar-candy. 

The inhabitants lay up for their confumption a onfiderable ftock of this article, 
and fell a ftill greater quantity, as on their part they are unacquainted with a- y other 
medicine, ufmg it as a purgative ; to their knowledge of its aperient property are we 
indebted for its introduftion into the materia medica of Europe. 

With refpeCt to the manner in which the cocoa nut is produced, authors feem to 
differ : fome imagine it the fruit of a tree which grows at the bottom of the ocean, 
which is only detached by the aCtion of the water in great tempefts, and afterwards 
caff; on different fliores by the waves. 

Others again effeem it to grow on a kind of palm-tree, of terreffrial and not fub- 
marine production, the branches of w'hich extend wide, and preferve its fruit in fuch 
a pcrfeCl ffate as to make it the moff efteemed and ufeful upon earth, its flefti being 
favoury and the water of it fo delightful that our fineff liquors fcarcely can enter into 
competition. 

When the cocoa has attained its full fize, it is large as a man’s head, efpeciallywhen 
encompafled in its external coat ; a coat fimilar to our chefnuts in its pofition, but of 
different texture. From the fibres of this outward coat, facking is made, fails, and cover- 
ings for houfes ; beneath this coat is a texture of filaments of finer quality, of which 
linen is made, and cordage and cables for (hipping ; and under this is the (hell of the 
cocoa, of confiderable hardnefs, wnich is ufed for firing, and its finer parts for beads 
(or rofaiies and other works. 

After thjs (hell is taken off', the fruit appears, which diff'ers from our Michaelmas 
peach only in colour, being of the fame fize, but extremely white, and of moff de- 
licious flavour. c 

Within the hollow nut !s a fweet liquor, as refrefhingly cool in its nature as the nut 
itfclf is heating. When it is wi(hcd to extract this water without breaking the nut, a 
hole is bored through the top of it, at one of three indents which prefent the fiinilifuile 
of a monkey’s countenance. Individuals, anxious for the prdervation of the fliell, 
either as a curiofity, or for the ufe to which it is applicable, faw it dirough the middle, 
and make cups of it to drink out of. What is remarkable, this Jruit continms, jjer- 
fe£Hy frefh and good as long as the liquor ^ithin is retained j but when it lofes this, it 
becomes dry and good for nothing. 

• The former part of this ftatement is correft ; within the torrid zone the twilight is fcarcely percep- 
tible, owing to the promptitude with which the fun pafles the few degrees rcquifite before the refraflion 
of its rays ceafes, when dark night begins. This fingnlarity, to an individu.d coming frum higher latitudes, 

' where the twdight is always of longer duration, and of uun niiited continuance durincr part ot the year, 
never fails of exciting notice witldn the tropics. The aflertion that the iudden fu‘ ceffion of darkneis to 
light is not experienced out of the ifland of Mo/.ambico, is no otherwile ^ ' be accounted for than by 
fuppofing the author meant to fay, inflead of ** out,’* north of the ifland am* dthout the tropics efpecially 
as at Sotala he muft have obfcrved the fame appearances,— ^J nc. Tra»*u. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. — Of the Mode of taking Elephants ; and an Account of a Hunter who died 

vpon one be hud killef 

I 

THE number of elephants in this country is prodigious, fo much fo indeed that the 
inhabitants are obliged to purfue and make frequent hunting courfes after them, to 
preferve from their ravage the lands they fow with rice and millet, in which lands 
thefe animals generally commit great wafte ; when, however, the chacc is inadequate to 
the fufBcient reduction of the elephants, fnares are made for them, after the fame 
manner as- in difl'erent parts of the Continent is done for wolves ; when a CattVe dif- 
covers that an elephant has fallen into his toils, he airemblcs his friends and relatives, 
that they may partake of the fport and confequent feaff. 

Had not the CaflVes the inducement for purlliing the elephant, wliich arifes from 
the neceflity of protecting their property, they would yet luive fulhcicnt in the be- 
nefit they derive from their capture, feeing its flelh ferves them for food, and its 
teeth are an objedl of confidcrable traflic. Indeed with them I'le i lephant is eltcemcd 
of great value; fo much, that one being obtained perfertly wiii'c, luruiy princes of 
the furrounding country waged war for the pofl'cflion of tlie valuil>!c animal ; but 
it was ultimately adjudged to the lord of the foil on which it was taken, as a ma- 
norial right. 

The Cafircs, aware of the rilk incurred in hunting elephants, endeavour commonly 
to come upon them when they fleep, which they are enahled to do on account of 
their difcoverirlj^ themfelves by their fnoring fo loud as to be heard all over the country ; 
when, getting as near to them as they are able, they lance a javelin inio their body ; 
this awakening them, occafions, in proportion to their agitation, a lefs or greater elluriou 
of blood, and oftentimes their death; for they frequently fall upon the javelin, whicli 
in confequence is plunged deeper into their bodies. Many authors deferibe a diucreut 
mode of taking this animal : according to thefe, the elephant after it has pafled three 
years old never lies down to fleep, but leans in taking repofe againfl a tree, .the trunk 
of which at this time is cut near the root, and the tree in falling encui^btrs and kills 
the elephant. Were fuch the truth, ivory would 6e ftill dearer than it. is, and far more 
rare ; for the danger of this mode of hunting would deter many who now purfue the 
animal in view of enriching themfelves with its fpoils. 

Two Caffres happening once to wound as many elephants but very ilighdy, were, 
on account of the fall of night, unable to follow the trace of them ; liie next d.iv they 
returned to the chace in hopes of fiiiding them dead ; but their wounds not being con- 
fiderable, they had traverfed a great dilfance, and were tracked by their blood ; the 
hunters at length difeovered them, one of t^-fe elephants had gone into a river, and 
with its trunk was throwing water over the other, this was lying on the bank, and in 
confequence the huntfmeu concluded it was dead. Approaching now fomewliat nearer 
than was prudent, to the living one in the water, this elephant feized one of the two 
hunters with his trunk, apd calf him with fuch violence on the body of the dead elephant 
as to deprive hkn of life, thus avenging the death of his comrade by that of the perfoii 
by whom it was occafi(med. 

Hillory is full of fimilar anecdotes, which proye that this animal, though buried in 
matter, poffetll-s reafon ia a fuperior degree to any other upon earth. 

It is related, t' at at Goa, a capital city in the Indies, there was an ‘elephant nick- 
named Pcrico (or the fot) on account of its predilection for wine. It was accuftomed 
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to halt before the door of the different taverns, and never quit its ftation until a quan- 
tity of wine was poured into its trunk j and if, which fometimes happened, any one 
out of joke gave it money, it carried it to ttie heft tavern, and readily dil) inguifhed bad 
from good wine ; fo that indeed thofe who frequented thefe wine houies, were ufed 
always to afk for the elephant’s wine. 

The viceroy of the Indies, in the year 1600, fent as a prefent to the king of Spain 
an elephant which readily comprehended whatever was faid to it in the Italian and Por- 
tuguefe languages j at leaH: it never refufed any thing required of it in cither of thofe 
tongues ; it appeared fond of mufic, and would beat time to a tune with its trunk ; 
and whenever its guide, defirous of teaching it a ^y thing, fcolded this elephant or 
exprefled diffatisfadlion, one might perceive a fenfibdity in it, and that it W" affected, 
by the reproaches it received, and uneafy till its mailer I'eemed to be reconciled- 


HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

BOOK III. 

Of the ISI.ANDS OFF THE COAST OF MELINDA j THE WARS OF THE PORTUGUESE 

WITH THE MOORS ; AND THEIR SUCCESSES, AS WEEI, IN ITCJHTING WITH THESE, 

AS THE TURKS, WHO CAME TO 'JTIEIR ASSISTANCE. 

CPIAP. I. — Of the Jflands off the Coajl of Melinda : Pinih, Lamo, Patta ; their Re^ 
hellion againjl the Portuguefe, and the Manner in which they were punifhed. 

AFl’ER having in the former books fpoken of the major part of that Ethiopia 
which begins at Cape Carrientes, .od extends to Cape Delgado, (a I’pace of more than 
three hundred leagues, all of which is comprifed within the jurifdidlion of the Cap- 
taincy General of MoEambico), I fliall clofc the hiftory of the continent with an account 
of the countries and kingdoms extending from Cape Delgado to Egypt and the Red 
Sea, which form the limits of this Ethiopia ; and, reluming the thread of- this hiftory, 
take a tour through the iflands of the coaft of Melinda, and fpeak of the kings of 
this part of the world who are tributary to the Portuguefe. 

The captain of Mozanibico, the mailer of all this country, oftentimes purchafes 
dearly the honour of governing it, having to prefide over nations diflering in manners 
no Id's than in language. 

On the north is the extenfive kingdom of the Munimigi, corv.pofed of pagans and 
favages, who pay tribute to their fovereign of confulerabie amount, and proportioned 
to the revenue they derive from their goldmines in the kingdom of Gorage. 

Thefe people are univerfally forcerers, and lb well comprehend the art and praftice. 
of witchcraft that they are capable of Haying even the aftivity of lire, voluntarily throw- 
ing theinfelves into the inidlt of a burning pile without receiving the llightelV injqry, 
and all the while convciTing with thofe round the pyre, thu?. clearly evincing the in- 
efficacy of the flames to.tonfume them. 

This kingdom is environed by many others belonging to Prtiler John, * denominated 
by his fubjedts Azeque, a word commenfurate with Emperoi 

* The Emperor of Abyflinia, it is well known, was long diftinguilhei! by the title of Prefter John. I’lie 
origin of this title has been varioufly given, and many abfurd opinions of its etymology have been uublithed . 
According to Bruce, it it derived from the common exclamation with whicit thu^ioiiarch is s Jaikd on hia 
appearing in public : Rcte.o Jan Hoi ; O king, render julUcc !— 'E nc. Tkans. 

. On 



11 % SANTOS* HISTORY OF EASTERN ETHIOPIA. 

r S ; ' ■ 

On leaving the territory of Gorage, proceeding towards the weft is the province of 
inhabited by pagan fubjefts of Prefter John. A gold mine difcoveied in this 
(^t^ntty i^ fo. rich, tlipt when the fun ftiincs on it, open as it is to the day, the fplendor 
which it irradiates, dazzles the eye ; it is even forbidden any one to approach it ; and 
the gold hithert^ brought from the country is obtained from other mines. The ore is 
fo rich, tliat two parts in three confift of pure gold, though this is of a quality fo infe- 
rior to the beft, as to be rated at only half its value. 

The kingdom on the weft, abounds not only in goJiji mines, but alfo in horfes, 
mules, and cotton cloths. The Prefter John receives annually a tribute from this king- 
dom, of three hundred head of cattle, and as many horfes, as well as three hundred 
ounces of gold, valued at thirty-fix franks (3 olh- ) per ounce. 

Bordering on this kingdom, is that of IJamut a, which extends as far as the equi- 
noctial line. It is inhabited by pagans, tributary to the Prefter John. This country 
is likew'ife very produdive ; but as it yields no iron, that metal is bought at its weight 
in gold, which is very common. Salt likewile is exceedingly rare, and very dear ; 
being brought to this country from the kingdom of Dambia, and the province of Bel- 
gada. Oftentimes a flave is purchafed for five or fix lumps of fait of four pounds weight. 

In the neighbourhood of Damuta is a province in which the women are fo much 
addicted to war and hunting, that they conftantly go armed. When contention fails 
in their neighbourhood, they purpofely excite quarrels among themfelves, that they 
may exercife their fkill and courage, and neither the one be impaired nor the other be 
relaxed by idlenefs. They are much more daring than the men of the country, and, 
that they may have no impediment to the proper exercife of the right arm, they are 
accuftomed, while their daughters are young, to fear the breaft of that fide with a hot 
iftn, and thus wither it and prevent its growth. 

Moft of thefe women are more occupied with warfare than the management of domeftic 
affairs, whence they rarely marry, and live as formerly did the Amazons of Scythia. 
Where by chance any enter the marriage ftate and have children, they take charge of 
them no longer than till they are weaned, after which they fend them to their fathers 
to be brought up. But the chief of them imitate the example of their queen, who lives 
in a ftate of perpetual virginity, and is regarded as a deity by her fubjedts ; nay, even 
all the fovereigns, whofe territories are adjacent to hers, pride themfelves in living with 
her on friendly terms, and defend her againft any attacks. Indeed the power of this 
monarch is fuch as to make her another Queen of Sheba, whofe authority over her 
fubjefts, as is related by the Patriarch Bermudes in his Book on the Prefter John, was 
without any limits. 

The fame Patriarch relates that, off the coaft of China, iflands are found peopled with 
Amazons who fuffer no men ambng them except at certain feafons, for the prefervation 
of their race : if the fruit of the connexion chance to be girls, they preferve them ; if 
boys, the care of bringing them up devolves on their fathers, while they themfelves are 
employed in exercifing their horfes, and in war*. 

t ■ 

♦ With the exception of horfes the fame is related as the fubftance of a communication afforded to the 
miffionaries fent by the Jefuits* to the South Sea iflands, by one of the inhabitants of the Mariana iflandi. 
In one of the Carolina iflands a nation of women is, in the narrative alluded to, faid to cxilf, which is 
governed by fimilar principles : the account appears in an appendix to the work of the prefident De Broffes 
on the Navigation of the South Sea, and is inferted in the portion of this work, dedicated to that part of 
the world. Eng. Trans. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. — Of the IJlands off the Coajl of Melinda ; Pemba^ Lam, Pata ; -the 

different Religions of the Inhabitants ; the manner in which their Rebellion wot 

punijhed by the Portuguefe. * 

AS we have now afforded a defcription of the inland country, and chief kingdoms, 
Ilretching from Ethiopia to Egypt, we mud now proceed to a detail of the maritime 
parts and illands, in which we fhall begin with Cape Delgado, proceeding thence 
towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. 

Cape Delgado is fituatc under the parallel of i o” S the country thence to f!'p line is 
called the coafi: of Melinda ; and is unde." the juril'didion of the captaincy of * Mombaza. 
Along this coaft are many iflands, peopled by Pagans, Moors, and Call’re^. Some of 
thefe are large and fertile; for example: Quitoa, Monfia, Zanzibar, Mombaza, 

■ Pemba, Lamo, Pata ; the others are of inferior fize and confequence. In each of thefe 
iflands the governor of Melinda maintains a faff or, to whom 1 he management of the 
traffic with them is intruded ; the urticks of mcTchandize they yield are tortoife-fliell, am- 
ber, ivoiy, wa:<, millet, rice, and flaves. Of all thefe iflands however Pata is of mod 
value, as in that is manufactured a variety of filk and cotton duffs, of great beauty and 
in high requed for the drefl'es of the wealthy of the different neighbouring kingdoms. 
In this ifland alfo, very curious draw work is manufactured w ith great ingenuity and 
fkill. 

Each of the iflands has a mooridi king, and all arc fubjeCl to the fovercign of Portugal, 
to whom they pay tribute through the governor of the coad of Melinda. Thefe Moors 
are delccmlants of the Ifhmaelites of Happy Arabia, the colonids from which part have 
prodigioufly increafed in the iflands. 

'I’hey live in great harmony, as far as regards civil matters ; but the moment religion 
becomes a matter of difeuflion they divide into parties, each fupporting his peculiar te- 
nets, and preferring the fcCl to which he belongs ; a misfortune incident to all faiths 
dillinCt from that ot the Rcmifh Church, the only true religion. 

'I'he Arabs follow the creed of the Perfians ; that is to fay, the interpretation of the 
Mahommeddan law laid down by Ali, which is materially different from that fupported 
by the I’urks who are feCfar'es of Omar ; each hence fuppofes the other in error. 
'I his fchifm is the origin of the animofity fubfiding between the grand Sooltaun of Perfia 
and the Great 'I'urk, who arc continually at war. 

From the difl'erence of the tenets of the Perfians and Turks have originated many fe£Is 
in various regions under the controul of the monarchs of cither nation, oppofite the one 
to the other, a divifion which immediately fucceeded the death of Mahmoud, whep» 
four of his ncareft relatives, pretending to be doCfon; and infpired, publifhed as many., 
expofitions of the law, which, dilfei itig f rom one another, occafioned as great a variety 
of feds. Ali was the firft author of the fed called Immemia, and his tenets were follovs ed 
by the Perfians, Indians, and the Arabs, who dwell in the maritime parts of Happy 
Arabia ; from thefe laft fpring the Mons, who dwell on the coaft of Melinda. 

^ i, * 

* The town of this name is fitua'e on a cognominal ifland at the mouth of a r‘ ;er which empties itfelf 
into the fea in about lat. 3" 50' 8. The town on the ifland is and populous, ind the Portuguefe ftill 
have a fadory and dominion in it. It was taken and partially dcitroyed by Frai; i.s Almeida in 1505, and 
afterwards abandoned. Some time after, the Portuguefe conilruded a from which they were 

driven in the year 1631, but of which they again made themfeWes mafters in 1729, and have lince con- 
tinued in poffoffion, Eng. Tkans. 

VOL. xvi.‘ 5 A Abubekir 
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Abubekir was the Second/ who founded the fe£t denominated Melkia (or Royal) his 
followers the other Arabians, the Saracens, and part of the African Mahotneddans. 

Omar was the third j he inftituted the fe£t termed Anephia ; his difciples, other 
Africans, and the people of the defart of Zahara. 1 

Othman \t)‘as the fourth, he cftablifhed (he fedt called Raanephia, or Xaphaya as it is 
more commonly termed, which feft alfo is followed by Ibme of ihofe inhabiting the 
coait of Melinda. Each following thefe different feds regards all diffentiunts as heretics ; 
hence quarrels are perpetual, except w'hcn the common intereft renders it expedient 
for their feuds to ceafe, that they may unite in defence againfl; the Portuguefe, whom 
they deteft, and whofe yoke hangs heavy on their necks. They have in confequence 
oftentimes rebelled, and as often have they been made to repent their dilloyalty and 
raflmefs, efpecially thofc tvho inhabit the ifland Pemba, an illand eight leagues from 
the main oppofite to Mombaza, on which it depends. This ifland is ten leagues in 
length and highly fertile. It is watered by numerous rivers which contribute greatly 
to the nourifliment of its groves of oranges and lemons, fruits fo common in the ifland 
that any one may gather them at pleafure. But the comforts enjoyed here are dearly 
purchafed by the f requency of maladies to which indeed Ib angcrs are more liable than 
the natives, who become habituated to the climate, and efpecially the waters, to which 
the unhealthinefs of the ifland is chiefly attributed, they being equally uuwholefome and 
abundant. 

The Portuguefe had firmly cflabliflied their dominion over thefe people, and held 
them in a ftate bordering on flavery, enteiing into their homes and taking what they 
pleafed, as if it were their owm ; while, far from obje<!:ting to fuch ufurpation, the Moors 
appeared to receive gratification from their taking or accepting their poultry, ftieep, 
goats, or whatever they poffefled. 

Tired at length of fuch paflive obedience, and at the ufurpation of the Portuguefe 
over their perfons and property, then abufmg their authority on all occafions to fuch 
extent that if any one chanced to fall, (truck his toe againfl a flone, or even incurred 
an injury even flighlcr than this, he immediately laid the blame on the Moor before 
whofe dw'elling the accident happened, and pretending a hurt, obliged him to give up 
all he had either to appeafe his refentment or to defray the charge of his cure. 

Conduct fo outrageous and unreafonablc made the Moors determine to take up arms 
not only againll the Portuguefe but alfo the king of the ifland, who, by a ftrangc in- 
fatuation, whether rclulling from fear or wcaknefs, winked at the behaviour of the 
Portuguefe. 

This popular infurrection was fo fecretly planned and fo eft'eflually profccutcd that 
the Portuguefe were ail of them put lo the fword, the vengeance of the Moors iparing 
^ibither woman nor child ; and had not their fovercign avoided their refentment by 
flying with fome of his confidents to Mombaza he would no doubt have been con- 
founded with their oppreflovs, and have fliarcd their fate. On reaching Mombaza and 
relating what had palfed, Matthew de Mendez dc Yafconcellos, who commanded on 
thi^ coafl, equipped an armament againfl the ifland, and re-eflablifhed the monarch on 
his throne, puniihcd*the chiefs of the infurredtion, and fuch as had been confpicuoufly 
guilty, aniT aweing otiiers, who in confequence of the exSmples he made even awhile 
deterred from fuch deeds. Aftef compleating this enterprize, as glorious for the Por- 
lUgucfe nation as creditable to the general, he returned to Mombaza ; but the conver- 
fion of the fovereignwho embraced the chriflian faith, and his marriage with a Portu- 
guefe lady, occafioned ocher and more fatal rebellions. 


Oppofite 
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Oppofite to Melinda is a fmall ifland called Lamo, gov(fl*ned by three difFerent kings 
tributary to Portugal. The Portuguefe, incapable of fupporting. the infolcnce of the 
Moors of Aaipaza, one of the towns of this ifland, who were bitter ene;.aes of the 
Chriflians and guilty of all kinds of cruelty towards them, entirely deltroyed that 
capital, as will be related in the fucceeding chapter. * < 

The inveteracy of the Moors was not confined to this town, for the king of Lamo, 
who profefled himfelf their friend, betrayed them and delivered up to the Turks Roch 
de Britto Palcon in the manner 1 lhall explain. 

In the fame year the Turks difpatched from the St’ults of Mecca (Babclmandcl) a 
galley commanded by Meer Ali Bey, a Turkilh corfai: lor the purpofe of pillaging and 
facking Melinda. 

This pirate was fo fortunate that the fuccefs of his voyage even exceeded his expec- 
tations, lor as foon as the Moors perceived his flag they immediately rofe in his favour 
againfl; the Portuguefe. 

At this period Roch de Britto was failing with the commander of Melinda for the 
Indies, and when he arrived at Lamo, was apprized of the expedition of the Turkilh 
commander whom he ftudied to avoid on account of the inequality of his force. The king 
of l.amo, a Moor fubjeft to Portugal, afl'ured Falcon that he might remain on his ifland in 
perfeft fecurity, where he trulled the Turk would not venture to come to attack him, but 
if he did, protnifed to defend him, as well as the fmall number of Chriftians with him, 
at the peril of his life. Roch de Britto, far from fufpefting treachery, confided in the 
promifes of the Moor and remained on the ifland, whither the Turk, as foon as informed 
of his place ol refuge, purfued him. The perfidious Moor, who had fecretly refolved on 
facrificing the Portuguefe, introduced their enemy into the ifland, where the Portuguefe 
being furprized, were made Haves. Captain Britto himfelf, fupported by a few, feized 
a buckler and fword, and refolved on felling his life and liberty as dearly as poflible ; 
but the Turks overpowciing the little b nid with numbers, moll of his party were killed, 
and himfelf dangerouily wounded. 1 he Turk, who fought to fave the life of this cap- 
tain, lels from the value he had for fuch an illullrious charader tir'r from the hope he 
had of obtaining a high ranfom, ordered great care to be taken of him, and caufed him 
to be lent to Conflantiiiople ; but the vexation Britto endured at feeing himfelf thus 
facriliced and overcome, combined with the number and badnefs of his wounds, caufed 
his death on ihc voyage, fo that the only fruit gathered by the corfair from his victory 
was a few flaves, and a booty valued at about a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns 
(•^'18,750.) 


CHAP. HI. — 0 / the Revenge of the Portuguefe on the Traitors of the towns of Am- 
faza, Lamo, and Mombaza, the Inhabitants of which were put to the Sword and 
their Houfes, after firjl undergoing Pillage, burnt. 

THE lofs fuftained by the Portuguefe from the capture of the vcflcl of Roch de 
Britto, afl'eded them far lefs than his death, and that oi his companions, for which they 
refolved on taking ample vengeance on the Moors ; but they fuflTered feme time to 
elapfe without teftifying any fuch intention, that tho Moor? n.ighi be lulled into fecu- 
rity by the fancy ^t|iat they were afraid to attack them, or were inc’ hied to pafs over their 
treachery. " 

, Don Duarte de Menefes, Viceroy of the Iqdies, who took this affair to heart more 
nearly than he feemed to do, caufed a fleet to be equipped, confifting. of two galeous, 

5 A 2 ^ three 
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three galleys, and twelve g^xllots, the command of which he entrufted to Martin AI- 
fonzo de Mello, with Simon de Britto de Caftre under liim for lieutenant ; and, on 
board thefe velTcIs fix hundred and fifty Portuguefe, no lefs animated with a defire of 
revenging their relatives a^d r.i. nds than with a thirtl for glory. 

This arint.nient fiiiled irovn n'lrt of Goa on the 9th January 1587^ a foafon of the 
year be ft fuiting a voyage to AfrK t from India, and, with a conftamly favouring wind, 
reached Ampaza on the eSth of the fame month. 'I'ht Portuguefe fdled part this town 
without halting, ar.d proceeilcd to Magadaxo, which they expedbed to take at the firfl: 
afiaolt, but wKicli deientitd itfelf in a moft vigorous and fuccefsful manner, as like- ^ 
wife did the Moorifli itihabiiau.ts of Brava, fo that the expedition was obliged to raife 
the fiege of both towns, and make for the Seven Uninhabited lllandi oppofite to the 
town of Ampaza. 

This place, which is as ftrong from its natural pofition as by its fortifications and the 
number of its inhabitants, w as befieged in form by the Portuguefe. They anchored 
before the town, the monarch of which was fo powerful as to be dreaded by his neigh, 
bours ; full of revenge and anxious for battle ; the rtfulance they had to encounter 
ferving but the more to inflame their courage. 

Scarcely had the Portuguefe reached the Road before they landed part of their troops, 
who opened the trenches before the town, while the naval part of the, armament at- 
tacked it from the fea with incredible fury. The inhabitants, furprized at feeing theni- 
felves befieged, without knowing by whom, fent out a veffel to reconnoitre, and when 
on its return they had intimation that it was the Portuguefe, they began to dread their 
jult refentment. 

The king, after holding a council of war, publiflicd :in ordinattce, enjoining every 
one under pain of death above fourteen years of age to take up arms for the defence 
of their country, their liberty, and his throne, flattering them with fuccours from the 
Turks, and confiding in what the kings his neighbours would furnifl), in cafe the fiege 
fhould be continued. I hefe hopes and necefliry ierved to infpirit the iniiabitants to defend 
themfelves, which they did refolutely for the fpace of fomc days ; but the befieged feeing 
the Portuguefe avtiiling themfelves of the low water to difembark other troops, and that 
no fuccours arrived, fuffered fear to get the better of hope, and gave way to tumult. 
The king, folicitous of {topping the rifing infubordination, I'poke to them in the following 
terms, trulling be might recal them to a feift'e (ft duty. “ I have caufed you to be 
collefted, my dear friends, to reprtfent the danger you run in cafe you refufe a lafl 
“ effort for your deliverance ; but as 1 know that vou arc more dearly attached to the 
“ honour of your country .than the prefervalion of your property or even your lives, I 
befeech you, by the love you bear me and my government, to employ that bravery 
♦V which is fo natural to you in the defence, of a prince, who, by his own example, will 
“ fiicw that he does not value his ovni life, when your property and lives arc at flake. 

“ Let us not therefore by a cowardly flight to the interior attempt to leek a fafety we 
“ fhould not find, but remember that the Cafl'res, who are more attached to the Portu- 
“‘guefe than us, will feek with them to wreak vengeance on our heads. Let us, my 
“ dear fubjefls, Ihew that we can rely in confidence on ourfelves, though the kings my 
“ neighbolirs do abandon me on this trying occafion ; Ipt us make a law of neceffily 
which fhall (land inflead of allcfliflance,and givo-new vigour to our courage. Be but 
“ faithful and firm, and fhould our refiflancebe attended with fuccefs, I promife you, 
on the word and ‘honour of a king, that henceforth I will be to all of you rather a 
** father than a fovereign.” 

This 
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This fpeech from the mouth of a king, who called «n them for the ejrercife of a 
courage, which from what he forefaw was indifpeiifable, had a powerful efFc£t on his 
auditors, who fwore in the moft folemn manner to ufe all their exertions fcj the defence 
of the (late. But as thefe people are as fupcrftiiious as they are difficult to govern, they 
facrificed a white fheep, perfuaded that the oppofite fide on which it flio ud fall on re- 
ceiving the mortal blow would be that would obtain the vidory. The day being fixed 
for the ceremony, the people aflembled in the fquare to which the flieep wavS led, when 
tu'^ning its head towards the eaft they placed on its head a compofition of rice and 
vinegar, with a garland of palms ; the facrificcr then •'her certain invocations, to which 
the people niade refponfes, ftruck it with a club on t!. ; head, the animal falling towards 
the Portuguefe, they confidcred it an infallible prefage that they fhould df h-.t them. 
The rumour of the favourable omen quickly fpread through the town v liicli refounded 
with Ihouts of joy, as all now flattered themfelvcs with obliging the Portuguefe to raife 
the fiegc, and involve them in confufion and ruin. The people on this occafion re- 
newed their homage to the king, and touching his knee with their hand, as a laft pro- 
teftation of fidelity, raifed it on their head. 

While the Moors were employed in the ceremonies of oft'ering facrifices to their gods, 
and in doing homage to their prince, the Portuguefe, availing themfelvcs of the low 
water, we’-e difeiv.harking, and had formed themfelves into three battalions. The firll 
was commanded Iw Simon de Brirto de Caflres, the fecond by the captain general of 
Melinda, and the third by the general of the army. 'I he two firft battalions marched 
diredl againfl the Moors who had entrenched themfelves in the town, which was vigo- 
roufly attacked, and defended witli equal refoliition ; but the refid;mce of the Moors 
provoking the I^ortuguefe to redoubled exertions, tliey ioixcd the entrenchments, upon 
which the Moors retired into the town. With tlie Moors the Portuguefe entered pell mell, 
but here they met with fo violent a fire as arrcRed thorn in the mid (I of their progrefs ; 
for, feparate from the Moors within '*>6 towm, exceeding much in numbers thofe who 
had been oppofed to the Portuguefe at the trendies, the men who had been prelcnt at 
the facrifice feeing themfelves called upon by the prefence fd i^'e enemy, ruflieJ to 
arms, divided themfelves into fquads, and taking their Rations in old (lone buildings, 
pnureil fuch a quick and w'dl direded fire on the Portuguele that many ot them were 
killed. 

In tlie mean time the general, at the head of his battalion, attacked the town from 
the land fide, and gained an eminence which commanded the place. This new attack, 
which was ver y warm, obliged the Memrs to divide their forces and fly to the part menaced 
with greated danger. Such indeed was the peril deemed tliat the grand cads, their 
chief prieft, and wliufc pi-efence alone could rcRore their (alien cuumge, ruflied to the 
fpot ; but the death of their king fpread fuch general confiternaiion among the bcTi' ged 
that they immediately gave way, 'and fought in vain, within the walls of their houfes, 
a fafety no where to be found. The Portuguefe followed them conftantly with greater 
fury than ever, and found no obftacles to their progrefs. Men, women, and children 
were put to the fword, -and fo blind in (hort was the rage of the Europeans, tlmt not. 
even an animal efcaped deltruftion ; thus avemging, as they fait) the death of their com- 
rades, and the treachery ci the Moors towards their nation. 

The town being given up to pillage, it became the theatre of inhumanity which 
would difgrace the mod bloody war. The moft vile indignitit were lavilhed on liie 
dead body of the monarch ; his head was cut oft', (luck ou liit point of a lance, and 
afterwards, together with the town, was condemned to the flames. The conflagra- 

7 tion 
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tion was fo dreadful, that rhe„whole place was reduced to adios as well as the fuburbs, 
where the Portuouefe tcllcd more than eight thoufand palm trees, the beauty and prin- 
cipal wealth of the illand ; thus did they utterly ruin this part of the country, defirous 
of leaving an eternal monument of their victory and revenge, and a frightful warning 
to thofe who f|jouId dare to (hew ihemfelves^tlieir enemies. 

After tlie ruin of this great town, the Portuguefe failed towards Lamo, which had 
revolted, and, not content w ith refufing the eufiomary tribute to the King of Portugal, 
had been guilty of the treafon before related towards Roch de Brito. The King of 
Lamo, confeious of In’s criminal condu£t, and defiroUs of efcaping the refentment of the 
Portuguefe, fought, to avoid by flight, a peril which he did not dare, however much a 
hero, to front. The Portuguefe commander, who was made acquainted with the fear 
and flight of this prince, whofe fpoil he was anxious to poflefs, upon this declared him 
an enemy to the crown of Portugal, and as fuch, confifeated all his property. The 
general afterwards entered the town at the head of his troops to feizc upon the mofl 
guilty, and having made a flrift ferutiny, condemned fuch as he difeovered to exem- 
plary punifliment. He now repaired to the coafl of Melinda, where the king awaited 
him with fuch anxiety, that as foon as the Portugufe fquadrdn had caft anchor he went 
on board, the commander receiving him with thofe expreffions of joy and refpecl which 
are conftantly fhewn to monarchs, even when in a flare of warfare with them. 

The fame of the revenge taken by the Portuguefe fpread over all the country, and 
fa much aftonifhed and terrified the Moors, that every one refolved on courting their 
friendfliip, feeing they were thus terrible, not only when really offended, but even when 
they fancied an injury. 

The commander, whofe condud: and valour had already filled the Moors w'ith refpeft 
and dread of the Portuguefe name, failed from Melinda, where he kit fome fick behind 
him, and fleered for Mombaza, whither the king of MeJiiiJa accompanied him, 
reinforcing him with three of his own veffels. 

The Portuguefe availed thcmfclves of this opportunity, than which none appeared to 
them more fit for laying fiege to Mombaza, and landed for the purjrofe in its neighbour- 
hood* At firfl they encountered a vigorous refiflance, but this ici ved only to heighten 
their glory the more, it being inadequate to preventing their ultimate fuccefs, the king 
being at lafl obliged to fubmit to the king of Portugal, as prcvioufly had been the king 
of Ampuza, who, after his rebellion, became tiibutary to this i'overcign of Mombaza. 

The Moors,, when they found refiflance vain, ollercd a cajnlulatiun, which, as the 
Portuguefe on this occalion fought for conquefl and not revenge, was granted, on 
condition of the vanquiflicd paying forty thoufand crowns for the expenfe of the war, 
and difmantling the town. 


CHAP. IV. •— The Moors of Melinda requcjl Succour of the Turksy in a meditated 

Rebellion againjt the Portuguefe. 

A 

THE dominion of the Portuguefe being odious and heavy in the eyes of the Moors 
of Melinda,, they deputed emilfaries to Meer Ali Bey, ^^o commanded a Turkilh 
fquadron in the Red Sea, to intreat iffiftance ; in confequence he fitted out four galleys 
for that coaft, being rendered confident from the former expedition in which he cap- 
tured Roch de Britto and his veffel. Flattered with the hopes of fnniiar fuccefs and 
already coumbg on the profit and pillage he fliould make, he concluded a league with 
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the Moors, thefe holding out to him a fair profpeft of«defeating and utterly ruining 
the Portuguefe. The difficulty, however, which Meer Ali Bey had to contend with in 
finding timber fuited to the coiillruftionof his galleys, caufing him a longt-' delay than 
he reckoned upon, the Portuguefe took advantage of it to render thcmklves foie and 
abfolute mafters of Melinda, perfectly fubciping the Inhabitants ami depsiving them of 
all hopes of affiftance. 

The intreaties of the deputies were fo urgent that Meer Ali Bey put to fea with the 
four galleys and the veflU lie two years before had captured frotn the Portuguefe. He 
coafled along the whole coaft of Melinda, as far as Me -adaxo, the Moorifh population 
of which received him with open arms, and made hin. valuable prefents, in the view of 
engaging him to become their proteftor. He afterwards touched at all the mrge and 
fmall towns of this coaft from which he drew various other prefents, fometimes gra- 
tuitoufly offered, but exaded where not voluntarily given; he then continued his 
voyage to Melinda, where arriving in the night he lowered his I'ails and came to an 
anchor, meaning to attack the place the next day, as he was aware that the King who 
commanded there was in the intereft of the Portuguefe. 

Matteo de Vafconcellos, governor of the coaft or Melinda, feeing himfelf befet both by 
fea and land, held confultation with the king, the refult of which was that they fhould de- 
fend thcmfelves to the lad; extremity, 'i'hv^y confequenrly mounted fome pieces of can- 
non on a fancly eminence conrmanding the I'oad, the fire from which fo much diftreffed 
the galleys of the rurks, as to induce them to withdraw towards Mombaza, where 
tlicy determined on fortifying themfdves, with intention of driving the Portuguefe 
wliolly from the coaft ; but Providence, who fuftained them, continued its protedion 
on this occafion, for as foon as Vafconcellos faw himfelf attacked, he forwarded intel- 
ligence to Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, governor of the Indies, that he might render 
him prompt afliftance, which he did. To the relief of Vafconcellos this governor dif- 
palclied two galliaffes, five galleys, ' galliots, and fix tranfports, on board of which 
were nine liundred foluiers, the i'quadron being placed under the command of Thomas 
<lc Soufa (loutinho, who failed with it from Goa the beginning o!' J.inuary 1588, with 
a fair wind. I’he favouring w^'ather enjoyed by the I'quadron at its departure was not 
conftant through the voyage ; when out at fea fo dreadful a tenipeft arofe as obliged 
the commander to fend back one of the galleys, which had fprung a leak, and the 
crew of which, to lighten liic vefiel, had been forced to throw overboard much of 
her lading : two galliaft'es, in addition, were left in the gulpli to prevent the Turks 
from entering, and the remainder of the armament proceeded on its voyage at the 
mercy of the ftorm, and without the crew knowing whither they were borne. The 
terapeft lafted almoft the wdude niglit through ; but the w-ind falling as the dawn ap- 
proached, they diftinguifhed fires in the diftaiice towards that pari of the coal^of 
Ethiopia which they imagined to be uninhabited, and making towards the Ipo’, they 
found them to be thofe of the ftiips feparated by the florin ; on joining them they re- 
turned thanks to Providence, as, but for thefe fires, they would infallibly have been 
wrecked on the coaft. • 


They now changed their courfe, bearing down for Melinda/ and reached the port 
of Brama, the Moors of which w'cre now friendly to the Porn'guele ; hfere they were 
informed of the^paffage of the four I’urkifh galleys, *and of tlKir ivaving forcibly exafted 
contributions of money from the town, ading rather as pfunJ ers than as deliverers. 

The Portuguefe armament, after remaining two days in iliis port for the purpofe of 
.receiving information refpe«iling the Turkifli I'quadron, proceeded and call anchor orr- 
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pofile to Ampaza*, a town 'which had been fo completely ruined, two years before, ty 
j^artin Alfohfo de Mello, that pot one hone was left upon another, but which the 
prince of Ampaza had already rebuilt. This fovereign was furprized as much as his 
predecefTor had been at the appearance of the Portuguefe, but taught by the example 
made of that predecelTor and his people, ofithe danger of refilling thefe Europeans, he 
chofe a vwfcr policy. 

Equally prudent and brave, this prince fent ambalTadors to the commanders of the Por- 
tuguefe fquadron, made tender of every thing he could have occaiion for, and offered to 
join his forces if requifite : he moreover intimated that he might enter the town in perfcdl 
fecuritj', for he had conftantly been as friendly difpofed towards the Portuguefe as he 
was inimical to the Turks, whom he had never i'ufiered to enter his port but when it 
was out of his power to prevent them. If he had avoided the Portuguefe, he faid, 
upon the occafion of their ruining the town in 1 586, at leaft he had not allifted the 
monarch againft whom they fought, and whofe territories he now poffeffed, and con- 
fequently he had proved by his neutrality then, that he had not been their enemy ; he 
moreover added, that they fiiould ever find him, now and Jn time to 'come, a friend 
incapable of entertaining even a thought of treacheiy towards them. The commander 
made a fuitablc reply to this courteous demeanor, and proftffed that the Portuguefe 
would feci themfelves honoured by liis fricndlhip. 

While the fquadron were taking in water at Lamo, the commander received news 
from Vafconcellos of the Turks under Meer Ali Bey being at Mombaza, where it 
would be eafy to fall upon them by furprize, as they were lulled in fancied fecurity. 
Vafdoncellos’ account of their unprepared condition to refill Coutinho, recommended 
an attack before the Turk Ihould have intelligence of his arrival. Coutinho followed 
this advice, prohibited any one from leaving the ffiip, and immediately failed, reaching 
the town of Melinda by night, off which they anchored. Notwiihllanding the general 
prohibition againft leaving the fhip, a number of Portuguefe noblemen, or fidalgos',, 
were permitted to land here, in order to pay their rcfpecls to the faithful fovtreign of 
the place, and deliver to him a magnificent prefent from the governor of ihe Indies. 

Coutinho, learning that the king of Pemba and his fon, who had been driven from 
their kingdom by their mutinous lubjects, were then at Melinda, and aware that unlcfs 
the Portuguefe affifted them they would have no chance of re-ellabliftiment on their 
throne, took both on board his fquadron and engaged to reinftate them. Scarcely 
had they arrived before Mombaza, when the Turks, who had lortificd themfelves there, 
teftified their readinefs to engage the Portuguele by a fajutc of artillery. 

Thomas de Souza Coutinho, feeing their eagernefs for battle, iffued direflions for 
■entering the port and carr) ing the town. Matteo Mandes led the van, compofed of 
fnr.all veffels gallantly hung with ftreamers ; the galliots and four galleys clofcd the 
rear. In this order they proceeded to the found of drums and trumpets, accompanied 
by fhouts of joy and loud anticipations of vidory, the proceflion refembling rather 
a triumphal entry than preparations for a bloody engagement. The ftotiila wholly 
flighted the fire of the fort, the guns of which played without efled on the (hips 

* In recent maps the iflalid Lamo is oniitted, though Mombaza, Pemba, Zanzibar, and Monfia arc given. 
Ti is appears the more extraordinary, as it is marked m the two-flieet Africa, by Moll, pu' liflied the 

beginning of tlie lait century. It lies at the mouth of one of the rivers which defeend from the ridge of moun- 
tains termed P e Spine of the i'.’orlfl, or Lupara ; and, from being divided, as is reprefented in this work, 
among three kings, u)n;l .nectfladiy be populous and fertile. The ifland is probably alluvional, as well 
from its pofuioii at the mouth o‘ the rivtr, as from the number of date trees upon it ; the palm delighting 
in a hut low country. Emo. I'aAiis. ♦ 
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US they paiTed, and gave new venom, by their inutiUty towards retarding the progrel/ 
of the Portuguefe, to the rage of Meer Ali Bey. When within gun.ihot, each 
vcflel poured a well-direded broadfide on the fort, the confequence of which 
was the death of the governor, under whom Meer Ali Bey afted as lieutinant-gcneral. 
The death of this perfonage occafioned a general panic. ; and Ali Bey was one of the 
firft to abandon the fort and feek refuge Ih the town. The Portuguefe/' taking advan- 
tage of the confufion, immediately attacked the fort j and fix fidaigoes, on this 
occafion, gave fignal proofs of valour in feizing the fiandards of the Turks and fub- 
llituting the Portuguefe flag. Not content with the capture of the fort, perceiving that 
two galleys of the Tuiks had moved for proteftion I’ ider the batteries from the town, 
Matteo Mandes engaged them with fuch impetuofity and fuccefs, that he fpeedily cap- 
tured both. This vifkory, obtained with little trouble or effufion of Hood was highly 
advantageous, the prizes taken being loaded with merchandize and money. After putting 
in chains the Turks who were found on board, Mandes purfued the two other galleys, 
and the other veflel, of greater bulk and higher out of the water tlian the reft : thefe 
furrendered without a conteft, and the crews were made flaves. 

After thefe two exploits, in which the Portuguefe deftroyed a hundred Turks, made 
eighty prifonersj and releafed from llavery all the Chriftians they found, the commander 
of the expedition ordered Don Francis Mafearenhas to remove the cannon from the 
fort and bring it on board, which, with much difficulty, was efteCted. 

The Portuguefe, who, from being too humane, had been fo frequently deceived by. 
thefe barbarians, refolved on plundering the town of Mombaza ; but the king, aftured 
of the war terminating to his prejudice, fent a deputation to the commander entrqaring 
peace in the name of himfelf and people. The anfwer of the commander was favour- 
able ; fatisfied of its being advantageous to the fovereign wliom he ferved, rather 
to obtain fecurity and eftablifli his rights by the fubmiffion of a rebel, than to purchafe 
obedience by the effufion of blood, he granted the requeft of the king and people, 
ftipulating as conditions, that he flu, ..Id in twenty-four hours deliver up all the Turks 
in the place, without which he w«uld execute the orders of the king his mafter, and 
his own refoivcs. 

'This anfwer gratified the king of Mombaza, as it allowed him an entire day to 
determine on what meafures he fliould take. In the interval he withdrew from the 
town, which was abandoned by every individual, and fecretly retired with Meer Ali 
Bey to the woods; fo that the Portuguefe, receiving' no anfwer by the time ftipulatcd, 
and knowing nothing of their retreat, difembarked five hundred men, who, under the 
ftandard of the Crucifix and the Arms of Portugal, marched towards Mombaza, of 
which they made themfelves mafters, finding no one to oppofe them. The town, 
after being given up to plunder, was fet on fire and reduced to afhes. 


CHAP. V. — Mar Ali Bey made Prifoncr. 

WHILE the Portuguefe were engaged with the Turks, certain Zimbas on the' other , 
fide of the army beholding with pleafure the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, ^ fent deputies 
to the general to plan ifieal'ures for their afring in concert with him, either by a 
diverfion or a union of forces with the army ftf Portugal, w'th the fovereign and 
fubje<51s of which they wiflied to form a treaty of alliance. T .s {Srnpofal was readily 
embraced, and the meafures planned were as fuccefsfully proiecuted ; for the Zimbas 
hunted the troops of Mombaza from their coverts in the foreft, while the PoTu'.'uefe 
TOL. XVI. 5 B ■ occupied 



734 SAHTOS* HISTORY OF BAS'miKir fcTH!OFUU 

occupied the f>lain‘: the Moofs made a flout refiflance in certain defiles, III which thej^ 
had entrenched thenifelves ; but the Zimbas, who fought occafion to fignalize them- 
felVes, were rendered by refinance the more refblute and fanguinaiy, and ultimately 
diove them from the forell into the open country, where they were either cut in 
. piefcQB or madjf flaves. 

■ JKIeer All Bey in defpair threw himfelf into the fea, with a view of drowning him- 
fdf, being unwilling to furvive his defeat ; but aififtance given in time preferved him 
from a defperate end, for a lot he regarded with lefs pleafure than even death itfelf : the 
Portuguefe made him prifoner, and carried him on board their veflel. The captain of 
the galleys of this prince, a Carife, and a fon and brother of the king of Quilife, who 
were with the king of Mombaza, fhared the fame fate. One of thefe was ranfomed, 
but the other was beheaded for having taken part with the Turks againll the Portu- 
guefe. Thefe did not ufe reprifals towards Meer Ali Bey, by whom Roch de Britto 
was fo ill ufed when enflaved. 

This general, whofe temper of mind was fuch as enabled him to accommodate 
himfelf eafily to circumllances, faluted the commander of the fquadron with great 
humility on going on board, and obferved to him at the fame time, in an open and 
frank manner, that as the accidents of fortune could neither add to nor diminifli from 
his natural qualifications and worth, he regarded the cafualty which had befallen him, 
as one of thofe common occurrences of war which place the viftor In the place of 
the vanquilhed ; and as this was not the firfi time he had been obliged to fubmit to a 
coR<^ueror, having once before been carried a prifoner into Spain, he had fomc con- 
folation in having fallen rather into the hands of the Portuguefe than the Zimbas, 
whofe brutality was extreme. 

The general gave him to underlland that the treatment he fliould receive, would not 
be regulated that he had (hewn to Rcch de Britto $ but on the contrary, that he 
Ihould have no room to complain of his country, much lefs of himfelf, or any of his 
people. 

This viftory was followed by the news brought by the veflels before Mombaza, 
of that obtained by Thomas Coutinho over the Turks. So that the Portuguefe, anxious 
to depart, fent Matteo Mandes de Vafconcellos to reinftate the king of Pemba in his 
dominions, the fame who had proceeded in the fleet with them from Melinda. The 
Portugdefe by this (hewed, that if they dethroned thofe kings who dared to become 
their enemas, they knew how to proteft and re-efiabhih fuch as ceafed to be fo. 

After the re-eftablUhment of this prince, the Portuguefe left the coaft of Pemba 
for that of Melinda, where they received thofe congratulations which are due to fuch 
as by their courage or condud render themfelves rcfpedable ; what however moft 
futprized the inhabitants of Melinda was, to find among the flaves captured by the 
, Portuguefe the general of the Turks himfelf : this circumftance gave origin to a faying 
vhich has ever fince that time 1>een current, that, ** Os Potiugalfes nad fe toms 
“ nimguem, porque tarde o cedo Iho ba3 da pagar*.” 

Meer AU Bey being about to go on board the commodore’s galley, he was informed 
* that be woidd there m^et with the king of Melinda, and that, as it was his misfortune 
to be fubjed to a foreign yoke, it would be fit he fhould fi^k fomewhat of his natural 
pride on approaching a prince, befqfe whom fubmiffivenefs would be moft becoming. 
This general, no lefs fe^fible than brave, made anfwer,* that the misfortune of being 
•veicome was not with* him a ftibjed of defpair; and that having at all times foeWn 

I ' ' • ^ 

* The PortQgueie take nothing from any one but what foon or late titry pay agab. • 
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dif'^eatefl: rdtpeSt to crowned heads, he certainly fliould^ot fail in reverence towards 
tl^ Wng of Melinda, to whom it was due, not only on account of his dignity, but for 
.his perfonal merits, his valour, and the friendfliip by which he was urHed to the 
king of Portugal. Sentiments like thefe, which proceed from thofe noble 'minds alone 
that are unmoved by tht* events of war, the accidents of human life, made Ali Bey be 
regarded in fo refpefkable a light among the Portuguefe, that many even envied his 
fate. Thus bad this gerieral the confolation, when in chains, to fill his enemies with 
equal awe as when arrayed in arms in the field. 


C\iAS.Yl,~-~The Portugiufe arrive at Lamo ; feizc the Perfon of the Rir.f f AaH 

Town, and publicly behead him, 

Irf 

TjHE arrival of the Portuguefe before Lamo, where they anchored, greatly embarrafied 
the fovereign, who' regarded their prefence as st, reproach for his treachery towards 
their nation. Apprehenfive of evil confequences, a council was held ; in this it was 
determined, that a complimentary deputation fhould be fent to the Portuguefe on 
occafion of thei( arrival in port, the mioifiers hoping that a mild demeanour would 
palfy their arms, and deaden their defire of vengeance. The lung, to pay a higher 
compliment, refolved on being himfelf the meuenger. Advifed of the intended 
honour, the general received the kiAg with all the refped: and confideration due to hts 
rank, as well on his own part as on that of his men, who were fo inftrufled : but 
when he fhould be inclined to depart, the men were inftruffed to follow his example 
in oppofing the departure of the king, or that of thofe with him. 

The orders of the commander were exadly obeyed. The Portuguefe now held 
a'council, in which the treachery exercifed by the king of Lamo towards Roch de 
Britto was again canvaifed ; and it was at length concluded, that the better to eftabiifii 
the authority of their country, it woutd be wrong to fpare the blood of an mimical 
and perfidious king. 

The prince, who flattered himfelf that his frank demeanour would caufe the Portu> 
guefe to forget their refentment, w.as much furprifed, when, on preparing to leave the 
galley, he received a treatment fo oppofite to that (hewn him on his arrival ; but the 
order for his arrefi was fo fecretly given, smd fo well executed, that in a few days they 
fentenced him to death, as the heavteft pumlhment that could be inflided on him, and 
one that would ftrike terror into the minds of other monarchs, and make them 
caudous of incurrmg the anger of the Portuguefe by any fimilar treafon. At the fame 
time to render this adion as remarkable to future ages, as it had in any that had 
preceded this been uncommem, an ordonnance was publiuied by which all the lords fq})* 
jed to Portugal and all the officers of the uxixiy were fuuunoned to be prefent on occa« 
fion of the execution, under penalty in cafe or defedion of bemg declared rebels. This 
injundion was iflued by the Portugaefe lefsfor the putpofeof rendering honour to the 
condemned monarch, tl^ that his death mi^ht be looked upon as an example,: in 
the ordmmance the^^ne and place where the fcaflbld woula be creded were partreu* 
laiizedp This the general. furrounded wuh two hundred armed men,. and all 
avenues to the place were 'lined with guards, left tfte Moors fhould attempt to refoue 
thdr and r^eafe him from punifhment. 

AU thmgs now being ready, the fentence of the king and hk Jiief accomplices was 
read aloud, to whom alfo at the place of executkm tl^ condemnatkai was repeatcu, 
ft was cottdwd as follows ; 

SBS 
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• “ Sentence pronounced ip the name of Don Emanuel the very mighty and fbtmldable 
prince, 16rd| and king of Portugal, by Thomas de Souza Coutinho, general of the 
'** array ©f the faid Don-Emanuel, by and with the advice of a council of nobles and 
“ officers, who with one common voice have (condemned the king of Lamo to have 
his head fevered from his body, and all his property and dominions confifcated to the 
profit of the Crown of Portugal. We confirm this fentence, firft : becaufe the 
king is an ufurper, without any juft pretence to the kingdom of Lamo ; and 
fecondly : becaufe of his violation of the rights of nations, and therdn being guilty of 
“ treafon, inafmuch as he delivered up Britto and forty of his foldiers into the hands 
“ of the Turks. Moreover, we declare that if any of the kings of this coaft fhall pre- 
“ fume to carry off the body of the king of Lamo after his execution, they (hall' be 
“ looked upon as rebels, and punilhed as fuch by thelofs of their thrones : and we will 
** that this fentence become public, as well as the death of the treacherous prince againft 
whom it is pronounced, that all pofterity knowing his perfidy may at the fame time fee 
“ the juftice of the mighty king of Portugal by whom this fentence is pronounced.*’ 
After the laft reading of the fentence, the condemned monarch was feated in a chair on 
the fcaffold covered with carpeting, and in this pofition his head was cut off, as at the 
fame time v'ere ihofe of the brother of the Quilife, one of his adherents, and, of the 
two ambaffadors who had been fent by the kiiig to Meer Ali Bey. Thefe laft perfons 
were all of them beheaded at the foot of the fcaffold, but the king alone fuffered on the 
‘ fcaflbld. “- 

The Moors, how^ever averfe, were conftrained to be witneffes of the execution of 
their king and his friends, for they had neither means nor courage to attempt their re- 
leafe. 'I’heir entreaties were found vain, and even prefents and offers to ranfom them 
ineffeftual ; for the Portuguefe with reafon imagined that the advantage they (hould ul- 
timately derive from fuch (in example would render them more formidable than a mdre 
humane procedure could do. 

If this expedition coft fome their lives, it coft others confiderable fums of money ; 
for the kings who had opened their treafuries to the Turks were each of them taxed four 
thoufand crowns towards the expenfes of the war. 

The vengeance of the Portuguefe extended even to one of the principal baftions of the 
port of Lamo ; this was demolilhed on account of the refiftance at this part having been 
lefs than in other parts of the fortifications of the town. 

The prince of Sio, among the number of thofe who had failed of obeying the Por- 
tuguefg commander on his fummons to repair to Lamo, as well as the prince of Pata, was 
condemned to have his capital difmantled, and to pay a fine of three thoufand crowns. 

After the Portuguefe had punifhed all the defaulters among the princes, they propofed 
to, fail for the ifland of Mandra, to take in water. Now this ifland is difficult of accefs, 
and this circumftance had rendered its inhabitants fo infolent, that they held out againft 
the whole Portuguefe force, and refufed payment of the cuftomary tribute. The Moors, 
trufting that the Portuguefe were acquainted with the danger of this port, the entrance 
of which can only be attempted at moft immiriait rilk, denied them water, and oppbfed 
the landing of the foldiers who were coming on fhore to provide themfelves with articles 
of the laft ileceffity ; telling them in a moeWng ftratn, tha^^ they would not admit any 
thing foreign among them, and that, had they power to oppofe the common law of 
nature and prevent the obtrufion of the filb’s rays, eveb thefe. fhould ndt be' ftlffered 
to penetrate into their houfes. / ' - 

The Portuguefe, not deterred by fuch a filly gafeonade, made them qmckly fee that^ 
if they were unable to refift the introdudion of the beams of the great lumjnaiy of day, 

j they 
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they were equally powerlefs to refift acknowledging the might of Portugal ; artd making * 
for the ifland with repeated falvos of artillery, they ran the rifk of the bar at the mouth, 
and reefs round the port, and filled thefe people fo thoroughly with dread and aftohi^" 
ment, that, forgetful of their firfl: refolves on defence, they abandoned tbydr town and 
property to the Portuguefe, who after pillaging it fet it on fire, and deftroyed more 
than two tbouland palm-trees, which formed as well the ornament as the chief wealth of 
the ifland. 

After the deftruffion of Mandra, the general refolved on returning to Goa, a voyage 
which he effeded in feven days. At the port of the ifland he met with Don Emanuel 
de Souza, who awaited him with impadence to efcorth'.n in convoying the four galleys 
he had taken. 

Thefe two generals, whofe ftrift union and friendfhip for each other, neither diflance 
nor their different dudes had power to diminifh, were delighted on feeing each other, 
and lavifk of their endearments md felicitations on the reciprocal fuccefles' which had 
attended .their arms. 

The governor of Goa, who had always looked upon the defeat and capture of Meer 
Ali Bey as an object of main importance to the crown of Portugal, attributed the whole 
glory of this a^tiyn to Thomas de Souza Coutinho, and was anxious to fee the Turkifh 
commander who had given him fuch trouble. On the prefentation of Meer Ali Bey tp 
the governor, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet ; but the Portuguefe general rofe 
to receive him, and prevented fuch an humiliation, inquiring if any thing was wanting in 
the treatment he received to render his captivity more comfortable. Meer Ali Bey, who 
poflefled a fund of fenfe, made a fuitable reply in a noble and yet fubmiflive manner,' 
expreflive of his fatisfadion at having to do with conquerors fo humane as were the 
Portuguefe. It is true, anfwered Souza de Coutinho, war expofes us all to fuch 
misfortunes, and the mofi experienced officers have oftentimes to endure the uncivil 
humours of an arrogant conqueror : T fpeak on this fubjed from experience of ufages 
which I myfelf fuftained while a flavc in Malabar, the bare remembrance of which 
is painful. I was not only loaded with irons, but was fubjeft to every fpecies of 
indignity : flill heaven, the protedor of the warrior, at length withdrew me from 
his hands, and the munificence of my fovereign has placed me in a poft fuffid* 
ently honourable to make me forget my misfortunes. 

This little hiftory of vicilfitudes happily terminated, Meer Ali Bey did not need, to 
fupport him under adverfity ; at the fame time, it gave him room to hope that he 
might experience as happy a deliverance from captivity as others had done before. But 
the Portuguefe commander, embarking for Lifbon, carried Ali Bey with him: fcarcely 
however had this Turkifh general landed in that city, before he renounced the errors of 
the Mahomeddan religion, to embrace the faith of the crucified Jefus, and thus olRained 
with liberty the means of falvation. 


CHAP. VII.— (y an inhabitant of the kingdom of Bengal^ who lived three hundred and 
eighty years at the IntcrceJJion of Saint Branch d^AJife- * ! 

* EVEN were I not boifnd by that obligation which every faithful tranflator ftould 
regard,' of copying with exaditude his priginal, Pfrankly confers, t (hould yet have 
chofen for the conclufion of my work, the relation of this mi ^acle, effeded by Saint 

• H?re Father Charpy fpeaks.— The Frbhch TkanslAtob. 

. Francis 
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FiRncis d’AlIire ; and doubtlefs my author, whofe objeft b this publication tva« to 
give a difplay, to all Kurope, of the valour and piety of the Portdguefe, conceived 
that in no better manner he cotild terminate his book, than with the account of this 
miracle, operated by the Almighty, through this Saint, in the inftan&e of an inhabk»nt 
of the kingdom of Bengal. 

Don Alfonzo de Caftro, viceroy of India, anxious to know the truth of the accounts 
he had heard of the extraordinarily prolonged life of the individual in queflion, him* 
fdf caufed diligent inquiry to be made, and entreated the bifiiop of Cochin, on his 
part, to fecond him by other refearches. This prelate accordingly made minute inqui* 
iition into the merits of the tale by means of his officers, and found its truth perfedly 
confirmed. 

This man lived three hundred and eighty years ; had been fubjeft to nineteen fuc- 
ceffive fovereigns ; had been married eight times ; and after the death of his laft wife 
had during forty-fix years been a widower : at the end of this term on taking a ninth 
wife, the young woman bore him children, as alfo had done each of his preceding 
wives. This natural prodigy, extraordinary as it may appear in an age remote from 
that of the patriarchs, is rendered dill mere fo from the circumftance of this man, 
throughout his long life, never having been fubjed to any malady (tifficiently ferious 
to require bleeding; from his never having been liable to the tooth ache, nor to 
psdn on fliedding his teeth, or on their growing again, though this had thrice happened : 
moreover, it is affirmed that his complexion was as ruddy as that of a man but forty 
years old, and that no wrinkles denoted his extreme age. 

Nature had not only laboured to preferve a vigorous conflltution in this wonderful 
man, fhe had equally exerted herfelf in the prefervation of his intelleflual faculties, 
his reafbn, and memory ; he readily anfwered whatever was quefiioned, and the moft 
remote things, things which from lapfe of time are loll on marble and brafs, lived in 
his remembrance as faithfully as they are traced on the page of the hiflorian. 

Thofe anxious to unravel the caufe of a miracle fo unprecedented in latter ages, were 
rery much divided in opinion : fome attributed it to the climate, feme to a fingular 
effort of nature ; but if the good man himfelf had not developed the myftery, no one 
would have imagined it a pure effed of grace. He related that on a certiun day, 
while tending his flock on the banks of the Ganges, a traveller prefented himfelf be- 
fore him, apparently weary with the tedioufnefs of the way, and his ftrength exhaufted 
by the lofs of blood he had experienced from wounds in bis fides, Ixands, and feet, 
liliofe who had thus treated him, had moreover ilripped him of his garments and 
covered him merely with an old grey drefs, faflened round him by means of a cord. 
The condition of the poor man affected him fo ffrongly that, on his entreaty to carry 
hi|;n over the river, he took him on his Ihoulders, and rendered him this trivial ferrice ; 
in 'return he received from him certain grains, which he enjoined him to preferve, 
and promifed him length of years. 

But while addrefling the ffranger for the purpofe of learning the manned in which he 
was ,to employ the grains fo as to try thdr efficacy, the traveller fuddenly va- 
luihed. The aftonilhment occafioned by his difappearing thus, (lamped fo lively a 
recolleftion on the mia^ of the peaiant, of the appearance of this man, whom he never 
after faw, that on entering one dqy a church in Bengal he recognized in a jM^ure 
of Saint Francis d* Affife, which was filTpended over the altar, the,very individual whom 
he had feenon the banks of the Ganges; and, uttering a loud exclamation-~** There,** 
laid he, ** is the man who promifed me length of years !** Now, that this prociailinated 
life was owing to the interceffion of this faint, is rendered highly probable, as well from 
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his prrfepving till his death the fame appearance, the fam§ health, and vigour, as he 
enjoyed at the inftant the faint vaniflied from his fight, as from the refult of the in- 
quiries of the bilhop and governor of the place. This relation is likewife farther au- 
thenticated by Nunha de Cunha, viceroy of this country at the time the^ortifications 
of Dio were enlarged in 1529. 

1 have read in the works of Peter de Natalibus, that Saint Severus liveii the fpace of 
three hundred and feventy-three years, being elefled bilhop of Tdngrefi when two hun- 
dred and ninety-feven years of age, and filling four biihoprics during a fucceflion of 
feventy-fix years. Cardinal Baronius mentions the circumftance as an extraordinary 
exercife of grace. Kicolas de Cemit moreover tellifies, rhatta man among the Bramins 
was known to have lived three centuries. 

Were Chriftians to folicit fimilar length of days, it ought to be only to have leifiire 
for repentance ; as, however, God grants fuch long life only that man may the better 
prepare for the happinefs of eternal life, let us fo fpend the Ihorter allotment afforded 
us, that we may hope to meet in heaven with that ultimate reward which is the endi 
of our toils, and the limit of all our hope. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND. 

PHE ifland of Madagafcar has excited the avaricious defires of the Europeans, ever 
fince it had the niisfortuntf to be tolerably known. Its extent, Together with the 
richnefs of its foil and produ£tions, feemed to offer to the people who Ihould make 
a conqueft of it, commercial advantages which they would not, certainly, have fuf- 
fered themfelves to negled. Luckily however, the unwholefomenefs of the climate 
has, hitherto faved it from the yoke of thofe civilized nations, who affume the bar- 
barous and unjuft right of fubjefting to their authority thofe tribes whom they call 
/avageff merely becaufe they are unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
Europe. 

There is not one of thefe civilized nations that can boaft of having facrificed even 
a few of the moft triflipg interefts of commerce, to the facred principles of the law of 
nature. All of them have been uniuft and barbarous : all of them have carried the 
fword, fire, and difeafe into every place to which they were attraffed by the hopes of 
gain. Ought they to forget that the foil upon which thefe favages live belongs to 
them, as much as that upon which we live belongs to us ? 

The Europeans would have acquired more folid and lafting advantages, had they 
endeavoured to introduce induftry and the arts into thofe countries which are dcftitute 
of them. Thefe prefents would not have been unproduftive ; and commerce would 
have foon experienced how much preferable that mild and humane method is, to the 
unjuft and cruel means which they employed to fubdue the unfdhunate inhabitantsiOf 
all thofe countries which held forth to them any new objeds of wealth. 

*■' The ifland of Madagafcar was difcovered in 1 506, by Lawrence Almeyda ; but the 
Perfians and Arabs knew it from time immemorial, under the name of Sarandib. 

Alphonfo Albuquerque commiflioned Ruy Pereira dy Conthintho to explore the 
interior part of it, and ordered Triftan d’Acunha to fail round it, and mark the bear- 
ingS of its principal capes and head lands. 

This ifland is divided into twenty-eight provinces, which are, Anoffyy Manapani, the 
valley of Ambouky Vohitzan^ Watte-Manahore, Tcondrcy Biomampo^ Adcbmouffyt Ereng- 
drancSf Vohitz-Anghombes, Manacdrongba, Mantatane, Antaveres, Gbalemboule^ Tam- 
tave^ Sabaveb, Voulou-Vouhut Andafeutcbyt Manghabey^ Adcimoutcby, Mandrareyt 
Ampairef Caremboulel Mahafalley^ HoAouvey, Sivab, VvandrhoUf and Macbicores, 
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When the Portuguefe difcovered Madagafcar, they wiflipd to give it the name of 
the ifland of St. Lawrence. In the reign of Henry IV. the French named it Ik Dau- 
phim : but though its real name is Madecaffe^ it is generally known un^* r that of 
Madagafcar. » 

This large illand, according to fevcral learned geographers, is the Cerw.pf Pliny and 
the Minuthiafde of Ptolemy. 

It extends almoft N. N. E. and S. S. W. and lies between the twelfth and twenty-fixth 
degrees of fouthern latitude. 

We may reckon that the fuperficies of this (jpand, fo ci lebrated for the feiTility of its 
foil, and the variety of its produftions, contains two h-uudred miliionvS of acres pf ex- 
cellent land. It is watered on all fides by ftreams and large rivers; ant! above ufl by 
a great number of fmall rivulets, which have tlieir lources at rlie Irottom of that long 
chain of mountains which feparates the caflern froni the wcflern coatt. The two highell 
mountains in the ifland are Vigagora in the north, and llotiftmcne in the fouth. 

Thefe mountains contain in their bow’els abundance of foflils and valuable minerals. 
The traveller who, in the purfuit of kjiowlc-dgc, traveries for the fin't time wild and 
mountainous countries, interfecled Isy ridges and valleys, where nature, abandoned to 
its own fertility, prefents the moft fingular and varied productions, cannot help being 
often ftruck with terror and furprife on view'ing thofe awful precipices, the fuinmits of 
which are covered with trees, as ancient, perhaps, as the world. His aflonilhment is 
increafed when he hears the noife of immoni'e cal'cades, which are fo inacceffible that it 
is impoflible for him to approach them. Butjihele feenes, truly picturefque, are always 
fucceeded by rural views, delightful hills, and plains where vegetation is never intfer- 
rupted by ihe feverity and viciflitude of the feafons. The eye with pleafure beholds 
thofe extenfive favannas which afford nourifhment to numerous herds of cattle, and 
flocks of flieep. Fields of rice and potatoes prefent, all'o, a new and highly interefting 
fpeftacle. One fees agriculture flouri^>”ig, while nature alone defrays almoft all the 
expences : the fortunate inhabitants of Madagafcar never inoiltert the earth with their 
fweat ; they turn it up (lightly with a pick-axe ; and this labour a’cue is fufficient. 
I'hey make fmall holes in the ground at a little diflance from each other, and throw 
into them a few grains of rice, over which they fpread a little mould with their feet. 
What proves the great fertility of the foil is, that a field fown in this manner produces 
an hundred fold. 

The forefts contain a prodigious variety of moft beautiful trees, fuch as palms of 
every kind, ebony, wood for dying, bamboos of an enormous fize, and orange and' 
lemon trees. 

Timber fit for mails, and for couflrufling fliips, is no lefs common than that em- 
ploy by carpenters and cabinet-makers. Flacourt fays, that he fent to France, ia 
1650, fifty-two thoufand w'cight of aloe wood of an excellent quality. Phyficians call 
this wood agallochum, and the Portuguefe eaglcwood. 

Thefe numerous trees and fhrubs are furrounded by a multitude of parafite plants 
and vines. In thefe forefts may be found agaric and mufhrooms, the colours of which 
are lively and agreeable, and which have an exquifitc favour, 'i’he Malegaches call 
them holati and know very ell how to diftinguifh thofe which are not prejudicial to 
the health. Ufeful gums and rdins are alfo colledcd here : the milky juice which the 
iflandefs draw from trees, called in their language yf«ga/crf* . produces, when it 
coagulates, that fingular fubflance known to naturalifts by the ..aine of elaftic'guui. 

^ Jafrop/^a tlajlifa* . T. , 
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'The elafticitjr of this refinous gum has been lately* employed in varioas arts j fut^ej^’ 
has even derived feme benefit from it, as it ferves |o make excellent bandages ; but it 
is eridwit, that this valuable fubftance may bc'ufed with advantage for many oth^tr 
purpofes. . ’ ^ 

the fn^efts of Madagafcar abound with plants unknown to bbtanifts, fonie of 
tihich are aromatic and medicinal j and others fit for dying. 

Flax, a kind pf hemp, which,. in length and Itrengtn, furpafles that of Europe, the 
fugar-cane, wait, different kinds of honey, tobacco, indigo, black pepper, gum lac, 
amber, arabergreafe, feveral filky and ^ttony fubftances, would long ago have been^ 
objefts of commerce, which Madagafcar might have furnifhed in profuilon, had the 
Europeans, fince they frequented the illand, endeavoured to diffufe among the iflanders 
that knowledge which is neceflary for preparing and rendering valuable the articles 
Ubove mentioned. The raoft indefatigable botanift, in the courfe of a long life, would 
fcarcely make bimfelf even (lightly acquainted with the natural hiftory of all the vege- 
table produftions th^t grow in this ifland, the extent of which, in latitude, compre- 
hends feveral climates. 

Every refcarch, which tends to give us a knowledge of the prod unions of Mada- 
j^fcar, will be no lefs ufeful to commerce than to the improveinemt of arts and ma- 
Dufa^res< 

There are, doubtlefs, few countries in the world where navigators can find, in greater 
Abundance, and at lefs expence, refrefhments of every kind. 

it was in the great bay of Antongil,«that M. Mah6 de la Bourdonnais, with as 
mhch fidll as expedition, found means to repair the lofles and misfortunes which 
hl| fquadron had fuftained ; without the refources which he procured here, that 
ah^e feaman would have, perhaps, not been in a condition to put to fea ; and might, 
cohfequently, have failed of that great fuccefs in India which has given a lufirc to 
hfc memory. 

^ TTie long ftay which M. de la Bourdonnais made in the bay of Antongil, to repair 
his lhattered veffels, filled him with regret during his a’hole life, that he had not ac- 
l^uired more knowledge of the produftions of Madagafcar while he was. governor of the 
ifles of France and Bourbon. This celebrated man was fully fenfible of the utility 
<rf. which that large ifland might be to the colony over which he had prefided. 

Timber for building houfes and conflrufting fliips, pitch and tar, whale oil, falt-filh 
l>f all kinds, indigo, tobacco, manufactured hemp and flax, with cotton and different 
khatds of filk, appeared to him very important objeCts of commerce. He admired with 
what dexterity the women of Madagafcar weave thofe beautiful pieces of ftuff', which 
fcfve them for clothing j foine of them are made of the filaments of the leaves of a 
ylant called raven, others more highly valued by the natives, but in lefs requeft among 
the Europeans, are manufactured of cotton and filk. 

M. de la Bourdonnais was no lefs ftruck on feeing the induftry with which thefe 
people forge and melt iron and other metals ; but he fet more value on their manner 
ofrwifting fmall cables, which are employed in fifhing for whales, and in mooring 
their piroguas. .• 

He hoped that the natural ingeiiuity of thefe iflandens, and their tafte for the me* 
chanical arts, would render it a matter of little difficulty to introduce into Madagafcar 
feveral branches of commerce, ufeful both to Europe and the French^tolonies m the 
ifles of Bourbon and France. He propofed therefore to CTgage the directors of the 
Eafl: India Company to ereCt there manufactories of fail-cloth, forges, foiinderics apd 

rope-walks. The population of Madagafcar is fuffidently extenfive to give us reafon 

to 
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JO «*peft .iuccefo, ftom fych eflabli&ments : befides* in that country, labouf and ra»r 
materials ar^ ejcci^dingly cheap. ; ^ 

No dread was to be apprehended that M. ,de la Bontdonnais would lead th^ direSprs 
of the company into great expence for warehoufes and buildings, ©ji iheJT. ontrary, he 
wilhedtKey might have the :prudence to imhate the fimplicity and economy obfervcd 
by the Melegaches, in the cpidhrudioa of their houfcs. Nothing, ^debd, would be 
more ruinous thao to raife in this wild country edifices like thofe ufed tt® for carry, 
ing on manufai^bries of that land. It is too common in Europe to fee cftabliih. 
ments languifli, and, fometimes, even occafion bankruptcy to thofe ’arho ilT^'thetn on 
foot, becaufe they have been fo imprudent as to lalirv-h out into an extraragance of 
building, which is almoft always of no utility to the principal objeft of thpit^pran. 

The induftry of thefe people cannot, certainly, in any manner, be comp: Cp th|t 

of the Europeans. It is impoflible to calculate exactly the immenfe lofs of time whi^ 
is occafioned to them, by the coarfenefs of their tools, and the impcrfe6):ion of tbcpr 
arts. The favage does not know, as we do, the advantages of dividing labour, whtdh 
procures to each individual the greateft poffible degree of dexterity, and, belides, laves 
time, which artifans always ,lofc in leaving one kind of work to undertake another. 
When one, however, has been a witnefs to the laborious care of the favages, and to 
the patience which they employ in order to fucceed in the moft common arts, one can- 
not help honouring them with that grateful applaufe which is due to thofe, who, 
us, exert therafelves in bringing manufadures and the arts to perfedion. Nothii^ 
neceflary but fome new inventions to change the induftry of a great nation. The in- 
vention of the ftocking-loom, and the more recent difeovery of fpinning cottoiv by 
machinery, have operated a great revolution in thefe two branches of manufa^btw. 
Neither knitting nor fpinning by the hand can ever in future come in compeddba'^h 
work executed by machines. '' 

The natives of Madagafcar are called Malegacbes or Madecajfes. They are porfly in 
their perfons, and rife above the raiduie ftature. The colour of their ikiniis different; 


among one tribe it is of a dJIep black, and among another tawny ; fome have a copper- 
coloured tint ; but the colour of the greater part is olive. 

All thofe who are black have woolly hair, like the negroes on the coaft of Africa. 
Ibofe who are of a complexion fimilar to that of the Indians, and Mulattoes, have 
as lank hair as the Europeans. Their nofe is not flat *, they have a broad open fore- 
head ; their lips are thin ; and their features are regular ana agreeable. Thefe people 
generally difplay in their countenance a peculiar ebarader of franknefs and good-na- 
ture. 1 hey never Ihew any defire of learning but things which relate to die fimpleft 
wants of mankind ; and this defire is always extremely moderate : they arc Yety in- 
different refpeding knowledge which canriot be obtained without rufleftioiu A datural 
want of care, and a general apathy renders every thing infupportable to thenj diat^ 
quires attendon. Sober, light and adive, they fpend the greater part of thdu* lives in 
fleeping, and m amufing themfelves. 

The Malegache* like the favage, is deftituteboth of virtue and vice. To hitn . tbe 
prefent is every thing ; he is fufceptible of no kind of forefight and he does not even 
conceive that there are mea on the earth who give themfdves uneaftnefs ndpeding 
fiuturity. • ^ 

The Malegache, as well as favage, is abfolute jp^er of 'liml^f ;; his freedom 
is confined by no check or reftraint; he goes wherever he -irs proper, as hc^ 
.choofes, shd does what he pleafes, except what may hurt, a iellow-creaiure. It never 
entered the mind of a Malegache to attempt to domineer i^er the thoughts dr adions 
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of any one ; iuicb inclivUual htis his own peculiar manner of hhd' bis 

hour pever ,4ifturbs. him» notr even thinks of adopting it. Ih )|^ 'refpe£l th^fc 

thaa^elkUK^ean^. tw cruel madndh to wiih that 

m im'vefipie of thf earth would ^inlprrn m 'tibftoins, ophtitmt^ and even 

. fo much to be )p^fte4 f "Do we find them difcontpnted wijh 

become us to derpife the ftate Wi^re? Are we not fur- 
whq^' tired of exiftence) deteil h, and Ibdk io deprive tbemfelves 


'iTbefatSli^e C<mfine6 his wants and defues to the procuring of what is abfolutely 
necefiafy fbir'^tis thhfidence. lie erijoysj in i>eace the gifts of nature, and endures with 
filehee thofc evils which ai e infeparable from humanity. 

' The condufl of man in a ftatc of civilization is not fo reafonkble. Idlcnefs and 
o|hdence hurry, him on to thofe vain and falfe enjoyments which, in the end, bring 
v^mn him new infirmities; while unreflrained paflions, and a tafte for the moft frivo- 
lous things, make him continually deviate from the path that leads to happinefS. He 
who fo^ks it never finds if. Happinefs exifts, and can exift only in ourfelves, and in 
the good ufe w’htch we make ot our reafon. ' * 

; the favages as unhappy as we fuppofe, becaufc they are not acquainted with 
all ithofc fuperfluities upon which we fet fo mura value, why do they rc- 
^odupt our manners, our cufioms, and our laws ? 

g ar Stel, governor of the Cape of Good Hope, having procured a Hottentot, 
iTted him to be educated according to the manners and cufloms of Eu- 
'E|hlh''£lothes were given to him ; he was taught feveral languages ; and his 
I fully correfpondra with the care taken of his education. Vander Stel, 
twining great hopes of his talents, fent him to India under the protection of a 
tphamailary general, who employed him with advantage in the company’s alTairs. 
** AIMt the defgth of the commifiary, this Hottentot returned to the Cape. A few 
<* daye after, while on a vifit to forae Hdttaitois, his relations, he formed a refolu- 
f tion of pulling off his European drefs, in order to clothe himfcif with a fheep's 
** ikin. He then repaired to Vander Stel, in this new attire, carrying a bundle con- 
•^^^tainteg Ms old clothes, and, prefenting them to the governor, addreffed him as 
fil^ws ; * Be fo kind, fir, as to obferve, that I for ever renounce thefc clothes ; I 
atn deternfined to live and to die in the religion, manners, and cufloms of my ancef- 
i^iats. The only favour I have to beg of you is, that you will fuffer me to keep the 
•* ‘necklace and cutlafs which I now wear.’ — Having delivered this fpcech, he imme- 
“ (Uately betook himfdf to flight, wifftout waiting for the governor’s anfwer, and was 
never afterwards feen. at the Cape*.” ' . 

' Such examples are not unCommun : I could mention feveral of the fame kind among 
the MadecafFes. 

The inhabitants ofMadagafear are divided into a gfeat number of tribes. It is 
fuppofed that the population of this illand may amount to four millions, This evalua- 
tion, however, is by .far too great ; and it is impoffible to afcertaii^ the truth on this 
point, in tbeprefent ffate of thelfiand, which is (fivided^lfoto a great number of fo* 
cieties, all ififlirid one from the other : each fociety inhabits that capton winch it finds 
mod conveident» tdid gc»4|ins itfelf accorcUng to its pwn ufages. A tiffjc is eom- 
Itcffed of feveral villages, Who have all a particulaw chief. This chief is fometilhss 
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' difffted, but for tb« ntoft part fucceeds by hereditary H|fh|. The lands dre ilot divided^ 
tliey belong «o thofc who take the trouble to till thenf ,'Thefe iflandtrs arc .jiot, ac- 
quainted clibicr with locks or bolr^, and live in a very fejiigal mannter; Idfenger rc^|toc« 
their hours of repaft. It is, however, common to m them m ra the Sw- 

ing, and fup at four in the afternoon. Their food ccmfifts or imi^hfte rice, ex- 
ceedingly light, and well boiled, which the^ befprinkle with 'a fuc^|pM^^d»of foup, 
made from fifh or lielh, and feafoned with pimento, ginger, fafFra^^i^Bpl^'atttrnatic 
herbs. This limple difh is ferved up in the leaves of theJj!iive», for 

plates, diflies, and fpoons. Thefe velTels are always cleani and arel^B^w^ each 

The Malegaches have two methods only of preparing their food. 
it in earthen veffels of an. excellent quality, which they manufaftnre witJ. W e- 
iiuity, and which they call panelks, or they broil it upon the coals. Tf; 

They catch with much dexterity a great number of birds unknown in Europe, 
are as much fought after by naturalifts, on account of the beauty of their plumagij^ as 
they are efteemed by travellers, on account of their exquifite tafte. * ' 

The pheafant, the partridge, the quail, the pintado, or guinea fowl, the wild %ek, 
teals of five or dix different kinds, the black paroquet, the fpoon-bill, the turtle ^4^6, 
tlie black-bird, the green wood-pigeon, pigeons and paroquets of various jcalpui?§|i 'to- 
gether with a kind of bat of a monftrous fize, afford excellent and delicate npurii^^nt 
to the Europeans. It was not without a confiderable degree of reluftance, that;i‘.firft 
ate the bats of Madagafcar, dreffed after the manner of a fricafeed chicken. Tliefe 
animals are fo hideous, that the very fight of them frightens our failors j yet Wbjttcpne 
can overcome that difguft which is infpired only by tim idea of their figure, 
is found to be much more palatable than that of our bed fowls. . , . J 

The Malegaches catch inimenfe quantities both of fea and frclh-water filh. 

The dorado, breams of different kinds, foies, pilchards, much.;lai^gsr :l>ut not fo 
good or fo fat as ours, herrings, mackarel, oyilers, mufcles, cr^s^* and turtle, iur- 
nifh food in abundance to the ifianders who live on the borders of the lea. 'I’he rivers 
alfo fupply them witli very fine eels, and fi-elh water mullets, in |afte and excelllince 
preferable to fea mullets. On thefe coafts there are a great many kinds of filh, which 
one mull not eat without trying whether they are poifonous, by putting a piece pf filver 
under their tongue. If the piece of filver lol'es its colour, and becomes blariic, thofe 
who fliould eat them would experience the mod fatal fymptoms, and be expofed to 
great danger. Several of the people belonging to admiral i^ofeawen’s fquadron loft 
their lives at Rodriguez, by not taking. this ufeful precaution. ' ^ 

T he French have frequented only the eaftern coad of Madagafcar. The province of 
Carnalfi, in which Fort Dauphine dands, is well known to them, and alfo a pajt of 
thofe where Foulepointe, the bay of Antongil, and the ifland of Nolli Hybrahu% are 
fituated. • 

0 ¥ THE SOUTHERN PART OF MADAGASCAR. 

THAT part of Madjgaftir where Fort Dauphine is fuuat^ is very' jxsj^lous, 
Almod all the villages are buitt n^dn eminences they are funounded by two lows of 
ftrong palifades ; and within thsefc there is a parapet of|||£hlVarJeetin bei^t.i 
bamboos, placed at the didance of five feet from each ‘dffier, aid^funk jto a cbnfideral^ 
depth in the ground, ferve to ftrengthen the palifades i fome of t^e villages are 
fortified alfo by a ditch ten feet in breadth, and fix in . 
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The place where the chief rpfides is called Donac ; it contains two or three boHdaifp 
^ ^ iL ys iv^omen and 
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, B^fdltkaiy' '^0i}0mcY^ |nd judicial alltologyii Ibefe Orobiaffes arc 

^ fihd i^yficians. ’Hie tnoft ttcldi^ted come from the provkce of Matatane, 
dounifry magic is pr^dSh'Yed k Its lul! glory. *rhe Bdatatapes arc dreaded by 
' jmtiYii^ of the iflasKf,. m this art of deception 1 he Om> 

he public fclko^i geomancy hhd aibrology. The art ol writing has, 

S*^t into this i|aodLby the Araba^ who made a conquelfl of it about 

topped years ago. yij4tr ^ijoade in the y«Hey of Atnhoule ; it is manufre- 
mok the P45^yrui' fuMm^ wpeh wiladeoil^ name Sft$f^a-Sa»^a. They pull 
-^n^dd^tterity the inpe*' hjarfe m this tree i divide k mto very thin filaments, 
^ vltith water 5 aMjhafvjpg laid them acrc^ each other, in various 

f well dbyn. They ire then boiled in a ftrong lye of afhes, and 

aftdpiiRkdy) in albrge wooiteh momar rill they arc reduced to a pafle. Ihis 

p:^ is walnedktd)dirffiti^Md with upon a frame made of bamboos, m the form of 
a l^ritfie, When this oh*^tion is ^fiifl^ed, the leaves are fpixad out to dry in the fun, 
ai^^aiibgiaaied with adetJoflion Oj^jtuprfwater, called in the Malegachc language ranou 
jSiUn This paper is of a yttllowl!0f4^^r ; but when it is well glazed, it does not im- 
bketlk jWk. pic pma pfod by llmii||'iilandfirs are made of the bamboo. 

Thdr hlk is t^de fronts deCO^^^ in boiling water of the bark ol a tree which they 
call ^aikato. This ink is pot ^tike lb black as ours, but it i!> naturally more fiiining. 
UThis Arabic ItHwuagehmS made fonae progrefs in the north-tteft part of the ifland of 
‘ it is well bnown that Arab princes lormed large eftabhfliments along 

ico^jll, which, accortflng k geographers, coirefpond wath the kingdoms of 
jp# ijimi|pano>Etimgh lb<y took pofienion alio of the ifland of Comora ; 
s prind^fpk^n thev emigratf^ to 4 %^^ ^he adjacent ifles, did not fiirger 
' thtcii^t cotufriy. ^Thcy fti|l htdped tikvy on an inconliderable trade with Aden, 
add the coaflis bf Ai)iyin)iia.f have alfo on the rmall river of Botnbetoc, 

yfea)!'^ a hind pf fetilement, Uthicn ehables them to vUit diffeient pans of riiat 
rik purpofes pt commerce* By thpfe means they have introduced their ian* 
id left foinc wee of MshopiipfanUhi fmong tfic Malegaches. Formerly, there 
, b^twn the and thefk>m^<lme ollndhi^a hatred and aoimofity, which 
‘p falely pn the I^bisal turn itwns entertain^ for their religion. The 
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in order to form a Portuguefe fetflemeut at Cape St. Sebaftian, in Madagifcar. Thrf 
intention otthls eftabliihtnentwas mcrciy religious. Thil Portuguefe thought of form- 
ing a million, rather than a factory; but this projcQ: was not attended v4,th fit<^ef's. 
M.Bofle, an inhabitant of the ifle of Bourbon, faw the melancholy # lains 
eliablilhment. , ' * 

It is furprifing that Mahoraetanifm has not made greater progrefa In ibis ifland, which 
has been fo much frequented by the Arabs. However, if we exefijit ciripumcifion, ab- 
ftinence from pork, and f'lme few trilling practices, which have very little influence 
over the conduct of ihcfe people, the defceudaiits of the Arabs thfemfelves have loll 
light of tlie fiindaincutal parts of their religious oi ’ .iuns. They do nqt believe in a 
future exiftence ; like the Manichees, they admit of two principles, onefiipfcni' lygood 
and the other extremely wicked. They never addrels their prayers to the ormer ^. but 
they entertain a great dread of the latter. They are continually doing homage and 
offering up facrifices to him. 

I'he ifland of Madagafcar is fo near to the coaft of Africa, that it is natural to fup* 
pofe that it muff have been peopled Irom that valf continent ; but at prefent the different 
races are lo intermixed, that ic would be vain to attempt to dcicribe all the varieties of 
them. 

One can, however, in this ifland diflinguilh the race of real negroes; hut it is a 
matter of more difliculty to diJtinguilh thole who are defeended from the whites. 

The whites, who inhabit the province of Anolli and Carcanofli, pretend to be de- 
feended from Imina, the mother of Maliomet. They have afuimed the name of 2kif- 
ferahimini. 1 he whiles, who inhabit Foulepointe, Nulli.IIibrahim, and the of 
Autongil, are fprung, fomc from ttie pirates, and others from the Jews; for this rea- 
fon, they call theinfelves Zaffe-llihrahitn, tha^ is to fay, the defeendants of Abraham. 
Ik'lides thefe, there is a third kind of whites, who fay they werefent to Madagafcarby 
the Caliph of Mecca, to inlfruc]: tj> ; Malegaches in the fecrets of nature, and the re- 
ligion of MahoiiKt. Thefe impoii ois feized upon the province of Matatane, after they 
had expelled anu mafllicrcd the Zafferahimini, who governed that diflridt. They are 
called ZafR*Cafnnambou. Their complexion is darker than that of the other whites, 
and their proleiiion is to teach to read and write the Arabic language. 

The Zafi'eraiiimini, in the province of Anoffi and Carcanolfi, believe that they came 
originally from the Tandy plains on ihe borders of Mecca. On this account they are 
caXltdOntampafflmjca, and are divided into three daffes, the Rheandrians, theAnacan- 
drians, and the Ontzatfi. The liril and moft honourable clafs, is that of the Rhoan- 
drians. People of this clafs have aflumed to therafclves the priv'iego of killing animals.. 
Among ravages, and people who fubfill by hunting, the trade of a butcher is almoft 
always hold in great diltitidion. The Rhoandrians are the nobility of the country;, 
and it is always Irom tliis clafs that the fovereign is dhofen. 

The Anacmidrians are defceniled from the Rhoandrians, and a woman of an inferior 
clafs. For this reafon, they fhare with the F hoandrians the honour and advantage of 
killing, for the other iflanders, fuch animals as are neceffary to their fubfiftence. 

» The Ontzatfi are the lull clafs of the Ontampaffemaca ; but they enjoy no partleular 
marks of diftinftion. They are generally brave foldiers, ikiilud in the art of war, who 
can throw a ftone or an allagay with great dexterity, and who fpeiid their lime in dancing, 
keeping, and amufmg themfelves. They learn from tlMai e:f reft infancy feme fongsv 
containing leflbns of morality, pr fables refpeding their ofigi; , 

The native blacks are divided into four clailb : th6 Voad^i, the Lobavohits, the 
Ontzoa, and the Ondeves. ' 

Tht 



noCTION’s VOVAGE TO MADAG A.'CAt?.. 


74fi 


^ 'I’hc Voa'dzlri, \vc r>re iidlired, arc the d^-fcendaiifs of tl’.c ancient foverei>»ns of ilic 
ifliuid. 'I'hcy are gcncraliy pretty rich in Jlavcs aiui dock'; ; and they are allowed to 
polTefs fevqral villa ; T'lefc neoj)!o iiinli be held in prea; conliJcrafinn arnonp; the 
sil^nders of Madagaicar, for they have pnierved, iK.'l withfhindiug the ucfpotifiu of the 
Arabs, who conquered the province of Anolli, tin; i iglu of hilh-kg, when tliey are not 
in the prefened of a Rhoandriaii i>r a:i Anacandrian, iucii aniuirjls as bclnug to their 
fubjeftr. 'I'he Lohavohi;s arc nii'.ch !.,!'■$ powcrfii! flam tlie Vi>adzin. 'i'liey ran never 
porflfs more rhicn one villa';-.;; and, hu-vvever riel; siicy may be in llochs, tiu;y imilf, 
always fend for a Rhoaiidiiedi or an y\nacaiidri.'n, to kiil thofe animals whieix they 
and their Jiibjrcls uk* as food. 

The c.ille of tl'iC Oatz-oa comes lunncdialtly a-'uir tlt.U of the I/ahavuliiis, to whom 
they arc nearly related; but they have tio kiiid ol ar,t!iorily or privilege. The 
Ondeves ra-e ILivcs by e-slraclioii : in the Malepauie laiignagc, that word ligiiifics a 


hf! man. 

'J’hc Malogarhcs prefervr, rel'pcTin'; their origin, a wh;ch correfponds c.xtrcinely 
well with tlic ful)div!iion I have given oi ilicl’i; dithre!;'. ' afu.s. 

Such of tii'wle iiia;;de..s as have any criulitioa, l ei.ne. Oia; i!ie Creator of heaven and 
earth formed, from th.- body <1 die hr.'i man w;i;;.I Ive was aiki.p, levea women. 
'Ihefe were the iitoLliers ol the uiHi n.ni e.iiks. 

The calic of the Rhorndrian^ are the ouipr;!'.;' r; tit? fr.'i man, and flic woma?) 
formed from his brain. Ttv; inrth'jr ol the Anaete.-iie- !a-o, and that i.-i the Oaizaro, 
had not fo noble an (ni;,;iii. T! ic (file w Uw form-ed i..eu his imek; and lire other Iroin 
the l^ft Ihoulder. 

The cafle of the VoaJziri proceed from the lirit la.m, and lire woman Iv -nncd out 
of his right fide. 

The mother of the Lohavohits and tlic Ontzoa came irom the ‘-high and the call 
of the leg; but the extradiou of the Ondevts is lliil n’.ea;i.;r. 'i’hey arc laid to be 
defeended from the foies of the feet. 

It is doubtlefs a fubject of nielanclioly refleCicn to find among!! the people who 
inhabit the large province of Anolli to ridiculuu ; reip .'dtmg the inequality of 

their condition. What a deplorable abfurdity for idvafics to rtluie being brethren, 
and to diidain a coir.num origin ! The e.xplanalion of tlii.x bond of phenomenon can be 
found only in the coiiqucft which the Arabs, the anccilois oi the Rlioaniirian;-, nunle 
of Madagafcar. This foreign race have lelt, v. licrever they v.cie dlfptried, liic moil, 
lament, ibie traces of fup'crflitiou. The Rhuatun ians arc ledurcd at prelent to a laniily 
of about twenty pcrl'on.s. None ol ilu.-m are to be ionnd but in the province oi /\ru)fii ; 
and there is reafon to he pc tiiat the iiland will at Icnglli be delivered from the 
government arui yoke of thefc cor.queroKs, who have laid it walle, and inieded it with 
Maffoir.etan practices. * 

The Malegachts fubmit to the Ilhoandrians only as free fubjccfs. 'riicy change 
their chiefs at plcafurc ; and they can attach themfclve.s to any one whom they 
think capable of fccuring to them happinefs and tranquillity. Thcfe iflaudcrs arc too 
brave ’to crouch under a burthenfonie yoke; but their extreme credulity is, w'ithout 
doubt, very prejudicial to their liberty, and to the fuccefs of their enterprifes. 

flow is it p'jlliblc that thefe people, involved in the darknefs of ignorance, can 
defend themfelves agaiiift the deception of the Ombiau'es, when the medt eidightcned 
nations are ilill every .day dupes to quacks and imppflors? It would appear as if it 
were neceffaiy dtat man fhoulcl fufl’er himfelf to be fubjefted by chimeras. Reafon is 
feldom ever fo nowerfnl ns tn nr^fcrvi-. him f'litirely from that fonducfs for the mar- 

Ycllous 
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vellous which often hurries him into the moft ridiculous illurions; and if in civilized 
nations he fometimes artfully conceals this fatal propentity, it is only becaufe he is 
aflianied of his weaknefs. 

Ihe Malegaches of the province of AnolTi are lively, fenfible, and grateful ; they 
are far from being deRitnte of intelligence or capacity. Thefe illanders are paflionatcly 
fond of women j and when in their company never appear fad, or dqcQied. Their 
principal attention is to jtlcafe the fair fex, who, in this country more than in any 
other, meet w'ith that rcfptc. and deference which arc fo neceffary to the happinefs of 
fociety. ^ Man here never commands as a deipnt ; nor 'oes the woman ever obey as a 
(lave. Ihe balance of power inclines even in favour the women. Their empire is 
that of beauty, mildnefs, and the graces ; for, colour excepted, the Malegach* ..omen 
are handioine. I heir perfons arc flender and genteel ; they have plealing and delicate 
features ; a loft fniooth fkin ; teeth remarkably white ; and fine blue eyes, the pupils 
of which are brown and fparkling. 

A plurality of wives is not uncommon here among the chiefs, and thofe who are 
rich ; hut they never clpoufe more than one legally; rhe reft are confidered as concu- 
bines. Ihispraflice is not attended with difagrceable confequenccs in Madagafcar'; 
for all thefe wompn live in luinnony together, licfides, a divorce may take place as 
often as the conjugal union dilpleafes either thehulband or rhe wife. When they part, 
however, by mutual confent, they rcltore to each other the property they poifefred 
before marriage. In Madagafcar adultery is looked upon as a robbery, and as fuch is 
punifhed. 'I’hcfe people, therefore, pay the utmoft refpeeV to marriage ; they forewarn 
Rrangep to behave with decency to their wives ; but they offer tiieni their daughter*, 
and think iliemfelves much honored when they have children by them. Married 
wornen may be known by their hair, which is feparated into trefles, and bound up in 
the lorm of a nofegay on the top of tlie head. Young women fuifev it to tall carelefsly 
oves their fhoulders. llidbands are ' '"ays in high fpirits when with their wives ; their 
prefence infpircs them w ith joy ; as loon as they perceive them, they begin to dance 
and to fing ; and they continually repeat that they footh the car s <•'' life. The Mak- 
gachc w omen appear to be iiappy, and are generally in good humour. Their lively, 
cheerful and equal temper is peculiarly pleafing to the Europeans. 

While the Malegaches are at war, their women fmg and dance inceifantly, through- 
out the W'holc day, and even during a part of the night. They imagine that th.cfe 
continual dances animate ih.eir hutbauds, and increafe their vigour and courage. I’hey 
Icarcely allow themfelves time to enjoy their meals. When the war is ended, they 
alfcmble, at fun-iet, and renew their Tinging and dancing, which always begin with 
much noife, and (he found of various infh uments. 'I'heir fongs arc either panegyrics 
or fatires ; and appeared to me to intereff the fjieftators very I'nuch. Such fports yc 
a kind of ufcfiil Ictlbns, in which glorious deeds are celebrated, and contemptible ai^fions 
ridiculed. As foon as a woman perceives that her hciiitli betrays any ligns of having 
had familiar intercourfe w'ith the Europeans, flic abfents herf.-lf from thofe joyful ade.n- 
blies, in order to avoid the cutting raillery of her companions, and 10 put herfelf u^der 
tl# care of the phyficians, or Oinbiaffes. 'i'tiis cuftom proventp the venereal difeafe 
from fpreading fo much in .this iiland as It has fpread in Europe. Befidcs, the Om- 
biaffes have found out a reniedy for this diforder, \';hich is faid. to be extremely eflica- 
cious. 1 do not recoIleCf the name of the plant which they id' , but I know that it.? 
leaves refemble thofe of the phyllyi’ea. Tlicfe phyficians ordc‘ c patient to chew and 
fw'allow it, lying alternately on the back and belly, in a horizontal pcTuion. 'The 
patient nuift not be loaded with clothes j and, in order that perfpirafK..i may nor '■>«' 
VOL. XVI. 5 D impeded, 
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impsded, Ihe muft be furrounded, on all fides, with a ftrong brilk fire, during the 
whole time that the remedy adts. The virus of the difeafe generally accumulates ift the 
foies of the feet ; and the abfeefs there formed is feldom attended with difagreeable 
confequenccs. Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too difagreeable 
ti the patient. Thefe lavage people thus know how to deliver themfcKes happily, 
and in Icfs time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amonglt then», and 
whici’ 111 Europe ocralions fo much devaflation. 

Moil travellers, inllead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
W'ith the Europeans, feem to take dolight in throwing out every kind ol mveftive 
againfi: then. It is thus that they have almoft always rewarded them for t^ic ijofpitality 
which they fo gciicroiifly and dilintcrellcdly fliewed towards ns. If you read Fla- 
court*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the molt perverft;, ilie moll de- 
ceitful, and the moll fawning of mankind. He does not hefitate to afl'ert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge arc accounted virtues ; compaflion and gratitude 
weaknefles. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofc who have 
not lludied, with Roufl'eau, man in bis primitive Hate. 

I have ftudifd with fome care the eharaeder and cuftoms of the iflanders of Mada- 
gafear j I have fcveral times allHled at their all'emblies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs ; I have followed them in their dances, their fporls and their aniufe- 
ments ; and 1 have always found among them that piuJent referve which lecurcsthem 
from thofe fatal cxceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among poliflisd nations. 1 was 
indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have inudi weight ; but, if my ex- 
perience is not I'ufficient to infpire confidence, 1 beg tlie reader to ihtdy the nature of 
things, move than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to cxcrcife the molt defpotic fway over tlie inha’oitanrs of a foreign land. 

If the Malegachcs have I'omclimcs employed treachery, they were lorceil to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. 'I'he weak have no other arms to protect tiiein tronnthe 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend thcmfclvcs j-iy any oilier means againft 
our bayonets and artillery:* They are dcltitule of knowledge and rcfources; yet we 
take advantage of their wcakiicfs to make them yield to our caprices : they receive the 
molt rigorous treatment in return for the hoipitalily which they have fo gencroufly 
(hewn to us ; and we call rlicm traitors and cowards, when we loi ce them to break 
the yoke with which it has plcafcd us to load them. 

Thefe nielaiicbuly truths are tro w'cll proved, by the ruin of the diftbrent cftablilli- 
raents which the Euro|x;aiis have atfempted to form in Madiigafcar. 

In 1642, Captain Picault ob' -ined for l.Imfelf and affociates the exchifive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of the illaud was giten to a 
potverful company, by letters patent from the crown. 

t)ne Prom’s therefore was commiflioned to take poffellion of Madagafear in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftablilhment in fome fertile Ipot, which 
might be fufceptibic of defence, and (jf an eal'y and fafe accefs. In conlcqucncc of 
thela orders, he made choice of tlie village of Manghefia, which is liruated at the ex- 
tremity of the provincfi of Carcaiiulfi, in the latitude of 24" 30'. This place appeafifl 

• 

• He was director- gcnernl of the French T dl India Company, and in 164S had tlie management of aa 
expedition in the ifland of Madagafcar, which, like ail the preceding, proved uuruccefbful, Tins expe- 
dition, however, procured a very ndiuilc account of the ifland, which Flacourt was enabled to give, 
from having it lidtd in it ten years. 3 t was printed at Paris, in <fric volume quarto, with figures defigned 
and engraven b/ the author, and was dedicated to the fubintcudant Fouquet, who had the principal finare . 
1%; the company then formed for candying on a trade to tiic Jbaft Indies* T. 
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to him as likely to anfwer the pn^p'^iecl cud in every refpeci. 'I'iie numerous herds * 
of horned cattle which frequented this aart of the countt’y, and Its rieii lu.ids of rice 
and potatoes, fuftcred no uncahneis loTetnain in his mind refpefHiig prov’ ioits. A 
navigable river, which takes its l ife at tiic hot (>m of mount Siliva, v/atesrs . icadows of 
an inunenfe extent in the neighbeurhood : timber of all kinds iit for'buiuiing houfes, 
or conftrudling fhips, may be Itnind in abunciance clofc to coiiimodioub docks •, and 
the harbour is perfecUy fliclrercd from ihefca winds by the fmall ifland of St. bucku 

Scarcely had Pronis cftabliiheti himfelf at.Manghcfia, when Captain Reiimon brought 
him feventy people from France, to reinforce his iinall ( i >ny. But the unw'faolefomentk. 
of the climate in the fpace of a month deflroyed one t’ <1! of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandetn this fiiH; eftabliflnnent, noiwithllanding in; adva h- - eous 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the pe.ii t'u.a of Tho- 
langar, the air of which is more falubrious. 

This pcninfula, which is fitualed in the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, increafes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might cafily be fecuied from any attack of the illandcrs by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of wliich above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commauils the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withliand the fii j of its batteries. A bold fliore furrounded with break- 
ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be impradlcable, 
were it ftrengthened by Ibme 'dditional works. 1 'Ims fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, cc-vered 
with Itrong cement ; it was thought needlcls to enclofe it on the fide towards the har- 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent : a ffiip here would fooner break her cables 
than drive on her anchors : but the fca winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
norih-cafl: breezes, arc very troublcfome to (hips moored in tills port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the foiitli by C^ape Ravenate, and on the north by the point of 
itapera. 'i'hc beautiful river of Fan^iere, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains )f Manghabcy, runs iiuo me lea two Pagucs from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape l^^avenatc. 'Fliis river fupp>lies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake vf Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circuiiuerence, and its mean 
depth is about lorty feet. 

'I'hc lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, were not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea oft>n Unit up by fliifting fands. 

'rherc are certain times when large velfels might eafily be carried into this bafin : 
but i'uch opportunities are rare. Beiore thefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fiuklen Iwell, mull have waiheJ away the bar of land which the winds and the waves 
arc every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the 
current of the water ks in cquilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoflible to open that paflage, and to clear away the fand-bank which prevents fuipj 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

'I'o effett this, the hulls of fome old vefTcl.s laden witli ballaft ought to be funk at 
certain diitances, and in :i diredion which local obfervations made with great care could 
3ilonc point out. Thefe incumbrances wouki ferve as fo n.aiiy foundations to a new 
fand-bank, w hich w’ould Ipo formed from the quantities dail', waihed .in by the fea. 
After this preliminary opeVation was liniffiui, it would be neci.iT '-y 10 wait lome time, 
until the fand-bank was pretty aveli conlolidated to withfla. J 11 „ force of the river, 
which, when increafed in flreiigfh'and quantity, might pn.d - tht effedt of a large 
fluice. The bank employed to withftund the current being conftruded in fuch a’ 
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impuded, fiie nmft be furrqpnded, on ^ fides, with' a ftroilg IwiftlNt 'dtnh&^e. 
whole tim^ that the remedy ads. The virus difeafe generally acevunofot^ W liho 
foies of the feet; and the abfeefs theie formed is feldom attended with di&gireeabte 
coi^equences. - Great care is taken that the heat of the fire may not be too dHStgneeable 
the patient^ Thefe favage people thus know how to deliver themfelves' happily, 
and in lefs time than we, from that fcourge which we introduced amongft them, and 
which in Europe occafions fo much devaftatlon. 

Moll travellers, inftead of lamenting that the favages ever became acquainted 
with the Europeans, feem to take delight in throwing out every kind of invedive 
againft them. It is thus that they have almoft always rewarded them for the hofpitality 
which they fo gencroully and difintcreftedly fhewed towards us. If you read Fla- 
cotirt*, you will imagine that the Malegaches are the moft perverfe, the moft de- 
ceitful, and the moft fawning of mankind. He does not hefttate to affert, that among 
thefe iflanders treachery and revenge are accounted virtues ; compalTion and gratitude 
weakneffes. Such abfurd declamation, however, can impofe only on thofe who have 
not ftudied, with RoulTeau, man in bis primitive ftate. 

I have ftudied with fome care the charader and cuftoms of the Iflanders of Mada- 
gafear ; I have feveral times aflifted at their aflembiies when they were deliberating upon 
important affairs ; I have followed them in their dances, their fporis and their amufe- 
ments ; and I have always found among them that prudent referve which fecuresthem 
from thofe fetal cxceffes, and thofe vices, fo common among polifhed nations. I was 
indeed, then fo young that my obfervations cannot have much weight ; but, if my ex- 
pertence is not fufficient to infpire confidence, I beg the reader to ftudy the nature of 
things, more than the relations of ignorant and unprincipled men, who think they 
have a right to exercife the moft defpotic fway over the inhabitants of a foreign land. 

If the Malegaches have fometimes employed treachery, they were forced to it by the 
tyranny of the Europeans. The weak have no other arms to proted them from»tbc 
attacks of the ftrong. Can thefe people defend themfelves by any other means againft 
our bayonets and artillery ? They are deftitute of knowledge and refourccs ; yet we 
take advantage of their weaknefs to make them yield to our caprices : they receive the 
moft rigorous treatment in return for the hofpitality which they have fo generoufly 
Ihewn to us ; and we call them traitors and cowards, when we force them to break 
the yoke with which it has pleafed us to load them. 

Thefe melancholy truths aie too well proved, by the ruin of the different eftablifh- 
raents which the Europeans have attempted to form in Madagafcar. 

In 1642, Captain Picault t^'ained for himfelf and affocidtes the cxclufive privilege 
of trading to Madagafcar ; and at the fame epoch a grant of the ifland was given to a 
poiverful* company, by letters patent fixun the crown. 

t)ne Pronis therefore was commiilioned to take poffellion of Madagafcar in the 
name of the king, with orders to form an eftablilhment in fome fertile fpot, which 
might be fufceptible of defence, and of an eafy and fafe accefs. In confequence of 
thefe orders, he made choice of the village of Manghefia, which is fifuated at the ex- 
tremity of the province; of Carcanolfi, in the latitude of 24® 30'. This place appeatflft 
‘ « 

• He director- general of the French Eaft-Indm Companyt and in 1648 had the managcmtynt of an 

expedition in the ifland of Madagafcar, wnich, like all the precedingy proved unfuccefbiul* Tbia 
dltjoi), however, procured a xery mumte account of tlie ifland# which Flacourt wab enable^ to gjyc# 

• fi^oxn^having lefided in it ten years. It waa printed at Paris, in iTne volume quarto, with figures defigikd 
sui4 engraven by the author, and was dedicated loathe fttbintcndani Fouquet^ whd bad the principal mare . 
cumpany then foriu^ fqr carjrying on a tiade to the £aft Indies* T, 
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as l8S((ite •i>.‘^fwer the propofed end in every I'he numerhus herds * 

pi b«JrBef^,<^tp^hioh frequented this gu-t of the cOiint^,' Ajid Its lich fields oj^rice 
aiid'pofri^8*j,lf^ no uneafinefs tOTCmain in his mind re^efUng prov'fions. ]A. 
|iavigab|e which takes its rile at the bottom of mount Siliva, watesl 'neadows of 
an inuiai^e extent in the neighbourhood : timber of all kinds fit for'bnillding houfcs» 
or condTAding fhips, may be found in abundance clofc to commodiovll docks ; and 
^ harbour is perfeflly Iheltered from the fea wimls by the finall ifland of St. Lucia. 

Scarcely lad Pronis eftablifhed himfelf at.Manghefia, when Captain Refimon brought 
him fcVenty people from France, to reinforce his Ihiall cohmy. But the unwfablefomenefs 
ci the climate in thefpace of a month dellroyed one i’ id of the whole. Pronis being 
then obliged to abandon this firft eftablilhment, notwithftanding its advent gecrtis 
fituation, retired precipitately with the remains of his colony to the puiinlula of Tho- 
langar, the air of which is more falubrious. 

This peninfula, which is fituated in the tw'enty.fifth degree of latitude, increafes 
infenfibly in breadth, and might eafily be fecuied from any attack of the iflanders by 
redoubts and palifades. The fort built here, the elevation of which above the fea is an 
hundred and fifty feet, commands the harbour, fo that an enemy at anchor would not 
long be able to withftand the fire of its batteries. A bold ihore furrounded with break* 
ers renders it very difficult to land here ; and accefs to the fort would be impradiesdde, 
were it ftrengthened by feme idditional works. This fort, called Fort Dauphin, is of 
an oblong figure, and is furrounded with good walls built of lime and fand, covered 
with ftrong cement : it was thought needtefs to enclofe it on the fide towards the har- 
bour. The anchoring ground is excellent : a Ihip here would fooner break her cables 
than drive on her anchois: but the fea winds, and above all the frequent and ftrong 
north-eaft breezes, arc very troublefome to (hips moored in this port, the entrance of 
which is bounded on the fouth by Cape Ravenate, and on the north by the pwnt of 
Itapera. The beautiful river of Fanffierc, which has its fource at the bottom of the 
mountains of Manghabey, runs into me fea two leagues from Fort Dauphin, and very 
near to Cape Ravenate. This river fupplies water to a large lake, which the iflanders 
call the lake of Amboule. It is ten thoufand fathoms in circuinlcrence, and its mean 
depth is about forty feet. 

'fhe lake of Amboule would form an excellent harbour, w-erc not the channel by 
which it communicates with the fea often Ihut up by fltifting fands. 

There are certain times when large veflels might eafily be carried into this bafin : 
but fuch opportunities are rare. Before tbefe occafions can happen, the river, by a 
fudden fwcll, mull: have walhed away the bar of fand which the winds and the waves 
are every day accumulating at its mouth, and which is formed in that fpot where the 
current of the water is in equilibrio with the force of the tide. It is not, however, 
impoffible to open that paffage, and to clear away the fand-bank which prevents Slips 
from entering this excellent harbour. 

To effeO: this, the hulls of fome old veffels laden with ballaft ought to be funk at 
certain diftances, and in a dircSion which local obfervations made with great care could 
•lone point out. Thofe incumbrances would ferve as fo many foundations to a new 
fand-t»nk, which would be formed from the quantities daily walhed .in by the fea. 
After this preliminary opeVation was finilhed, it would be necein.ry to wait Ibme tkne, 
until fand-bank was pretty well confolidated to wkhftaiid force of the river, 
whi£h, when increafed in ^lreBg^h^and quantity, might prod- ^ the effect of a large 
fluke* The bank empbyed to withftand the current being eon^ufkad in fuch a' 
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' manner aJi to break of Itfelf, the violence of the ftream would not fell to cleanfe the 
mouth of the river, and to rtnder the cntran|| of the lake prafticable* ' 

Every piethod employed to make moles inTOe fea might be attended with advantage 
in accomplifliing the objeft here propofetl. if I have given the preference to that of 
ufing the hulls of old fhips, it is becaufe it appears to me to be the mod commodious, 
the moft expeditious, and the lead expenfive. Befides, an experiment of this nature 
could not fail of being ufeful and indruftive, whatever might be its fuccefs. Veffels, 
when funk, are maffes fo enormous and folid, on acco\int of the care taken to bind all 
their parts together, that I do not think it poffible to fubditute for them, in moles, and 
works dedined to withdand the fury of the fea, any other bodies more capable of 
redding the violence of the waves. The river Fanfliere is navigable for boats to the 
didance of from fifteen to twenty leagues from its mouth. The labour neceflary to 
bring the navigation of this river to pcrfeftion would be very inconfiderable. 

' The point of Itapera, which is to the north of Fort Dauphin, enclofes, on the 
fouthern fide, the great bay of Loucar. The ifland of St. Clair dielters it from the 
fea winds, and prevents the fmall river of Itapera from being choked up with fand, like 
that of Fanfliere. 

The port is on the leeward fide of the ifland ; but the anchoring ground here is 
little frequented by navigators, becaufe the bay of Loucar abounds with flioals and 
quickfands. • 

The peninfula of Tholangar was fo much the more favourable to the edablifliment 
of Prom’s, as the rich and fertile valley of Ainboule, and the proximity of feveral 
navigable rivers, freed him from all uneafinefs refpefting the means of fubfifting. 
Mines of iron and deel of an excellent quality, hemp, refinous gums, pitch an<l tar, and 
timber fit for building houfes, or condruding Ihips, all found here in abundance, 
were advantages w'hich a wife and enlightened adminidration would not have fuffered 
ihemfelves to negleft. Pronis, however, was a man deditute of talents and indudry-. 
The indolence in which he lived, as well as the Frenchmen under his command, 
involved the colony in all thofe diforders which an imprudent conduft ufually 
produces. Licentioufnefs was fucceeded by a fpirit of revolt j ami thofe who 
owed fubmiflion and obedience to their chief foon put him in irons. In this 
date of captivity, he continued fix months. When releafed from his imprifon- 
ment by a veffel which had arrived from France, with fuch provifions as he 
dood mod in need of, he rendered himfelf guilty of a new crime, by publicly 
felling to Vander Meder, the governor of Mauritius, at prefent called the Ifle of 
France, all the unfortunate Malegaches who were in the fervice of the edablifli- 
ment. What raifed the indignation of the iflanders to the highed pitch upon this 
occafion was, that there were amongd thefe flaves fix teen women of the race of the 
Loliavohits. 

When the company were informed of this (hameful conduct, they deprived Prom’s 
of his commilfion. Flacourt was chofen to fuccecd him ; but he did not arrive at 
Fort Dauphin till towards the end of December 1648. As he has publiflied a minute 
accouht of every thing which took place under his adminidration, I (hall not her^ 
trace out a pi^ure of tH'e cruelty, injultice, and opprelfion^ which that governor cx- 
ereifed towards the unfortunate iflanders. In 1661 he fent dirty Frenchmen, followed 
by a body of armed blacks, to burn* and ravage the fertile country of Fanfliere. • The 
manner in which Flacourt violated that hofpitality which had been fo generoufly fliewn 
'to him, cannot be defended in an enlightened age. ' I am inclined to believe, that 
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efery man, her«after, who has the l&ft regard for virtue or humanity, will fly from’ 
foreign lands, and renounce every commercial advantage/ rather than imitate the bar- 
barous condtifl: of this governor. Inftcad of making lavage nations wear our chains, 
let us impart to them our fdences, and our knowledge. People funk if me darknels 
of ignorance, and intimidated by the fuperiority of our arms, cannot cdtainly avoid 
the yoke which we are pleafed to lay upon them : but what right is feore iniquitous 
than that of force ? And how dare we at prefent accufe favage nations of treachery, 
when, harrafled by our tyranny, they have only attempted to avenge themfelves for 
our feverity ? If Flacourt knew be'ttcr than Pronis how to enforce obedience from the 
French under his command, he did not, however, Ih .v that he was much better ac- 
quainted with the principles of the laws of nature : lie was unjuft and cruel '^o''’ards a 
people, who being the proprietors of the country, ought to have given law. to him, in- 
ftead of receiving them. But let us leave Flacourt's Hijlory to thofe who may have 
courage to read it ; and let us fee whether his fuccefl'ors were lefs inhuman. 

Fort Dauphin was burnt in 1655, and was not rebuilt till the year 1663. Cha- 
margou, who was then governor, fent La Cafe to explore that part of the ifland which 
lies to the north of the country of the Matanes. This commilfion La Cife executed 
with much intelligence. It may not be here improper to give fome account of the 
character of this 'man, whofe memory is ftill celebrated among thefe people. La Cafe 
was only a fiflitious name ; tliat of his family was Le Vacher ; and he was born 
at Rochelle. On his arrival at Fort Dauphin, the French were held in no kind of 
ellimatiuu among the iflanders. After great expences, that eftablifliment was in a 
ftate of the molt deplorable decline. La Cafe, however, undertook to revive, the 
confeqnence of the French nation ; and in this he fucceeded. By a great number of 
vidories he acquired the furnumc of Dian Poujji ; and no greater honour could have 
been conferred upon him by the Malegaches : lor Dian Pouffe is the name of a chief 
who formerly conquered the illand, and who is even yet held in great veneration among 
thefe people. 

The French, alone, withheld from La Cafe that juftice which was due to his valour 
and good condudt. The governor of Fort Dauphin, jealous oi the glory he had 
acquired, by executing, in an able manner, thofe difficult commiffions which had been 
affigned to him, relufed either to reward or to promote him. The fovereign of the 
province of Amboule, named Dian-Raffitate, took advantage of the juft refeutment of 
La Cafe, and invited him to enter into his fervice. Five Frenchmen accompanied him, 
anti abandoned Fort Dauphin. Dian-Nong, Dian-Raffitate’s daughter, having con- 
ceived a violent alieftion for La Cafe, offered him iier hand with the confent of hei* 
father ; and this chief, tottering on the brink of the grave through age and infirmities, 
had the confolation of fecuring the happinefs of his lubjeCls, by rendering his fon-in- 
law abfolute mafter of the rich and fertile province of Amboule. When La Chle 
married Dian-Nong, he refufed the title and honours which, in that coimtiy, are 
attached to the foMpreign power. He wifheJ onl) to be confidered as the firft fubjefit 
of his wife, who was declared fovereign after the death of her father. La Cafe, be- 
Iqved by Dian-Nong, who, to a charming countenance, added great coulage,.an!l the 
rareft qualities, efteemed and refpefted by his family, and the Amboulefe, to whom 
he was a father, could only offer up ineffectual vows for the prorperity of the French 
eftablilhment at Fort Dauphin. ’ 

He was not fuffered to go to the relief of his countrymen, om he knew to be in 
the utmoft dillrefs, Chamargou had fet a price upon his head, ‘as well as upon thofe * 
of the five Frenchmen who had followed him to Amboule. The chiefs, who refi Jed 
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•n the neighbourkood of the fort, highly inritatel^ to find that ati attempt flipuld .fip 
made againft the life of a*" man for whom they entertained t^e higfaeft yeneptioB, 
vmaninioufly refufed to fupply the colony with provifions. An abfolute famme, there- 
fore, was n.ow added to iucrcafe the defolation occafioned by fevers an4 Other dif- 
tempers, which had reduced the number of the French to eighty men. 

■ The e/labK'flnnent at Fort Dauphin was on the. point of being totally ruined, when 
the arrival of a vefl'cl, commanded by Kercadio, a gentleman of Brittany, fufpended for 
fome time the evils with which the colony was afflided. 

Diforder and confufion had never ceafed to prevail among the French from the 
time that they firft formed a fettlcment in Madagafcar. The iflanders detefied, and 
even began to defpife them. They were incenfed at our tyranny ; and our inteftine 
divifions had weakened that fentiment of terror, with which the fuperiority of our 
aims had at firft infpired them. Captain Kercadio faw, therefore, that the afliftance 
he had brought with him from France could not be of long duration. That brave 
officer, who was free from the prejudices of his ftation, and the harfimefs peculiar to 
his profeffion, judged it neceflary to endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
Chamargou and La Cafe. He reprefented. to the former, that he could no longer 
confider, as his fubaltern, a man, who, by his marriage with Dian-Npng, had become 
not only abfolute mafter of the province of Amboule, but fovereign alfo of the whole 
ifland of Madagafcar. No madnefs, indeed, could have been attended with more fatal 
confequences to the French, than that of the head of a languifliing colony obftinaiely 
perfifting to treat as a rebel, a pcvfon as powerful as he was refpeded, and who, by 
a fingle word, might have occafioned his deftruftion. Defpairing that his reafoning 
would have any effed on the prtjudictd and inflamed mind of Chamargou, Kercadio 
applied to an intelligent coiinfellor, who, through a very Angular accident, had em- 
barked in his vefTcl, and earneftly begged him as his friend, to employ his abilities, in 
endeavouring to convince the governor what were his real interefts, and thofe of the 
colony entrufted to his care. 

If the counfellor f ucceeded in this difficult enterprize, he was lefs indebted for the 
accomplifhment of his wifhes, to life eloquence, than to the honour of being known 
to and protected by the marfhai de la Meilleraye. As foon as he informed Chamargou 
that he fliould be indifpenfably obliged to give an account to the marfhai of the caufe 
of the misfortunes, and perhaps of the entire lofs of Fort Dauphin, the governor, who 
had been hithei io fo haughty and iniraftable, who braved famine and death, and who 
was on the point^of facrifleing to his defue of revenge the melancholy remains of the 
colony under his command, became timorous and fubmiflive. The name of the 
marfhai alone ftruck him with terror. He fent to beg that Kercadio would forgive 
his obftinacy ; and did every thing in his power to induce that officer to bring about 
a reconciliation between him and La Cafe ; offering, at the fame time, to make every 
reparation that might be required. Kercadio fet out, therefore, for Amboule, accom- 
panied by the couuUllor. The negociation with which he was charged, experienced 
neither difficulty nor delay. La Cafe defpifed the vain efforts of his enemies. This 
refp'eftable character had no ftronger defire than that of being ufeful to his country- 
men. Hehaftened to fheiraffiftance, as foon as he had perifliffion; peace and abundance 
followed him to Fort Dauphin ; and during the time that Ke direded it by his counfel, 
difoider and want ceafed to afflid lhat eftablifhment.\ 

^ Diau-Nong behave, d with no lefs generofity than La Cafe j and fuch is the force of 
virtue, that there was not a fingle Frenchman who was not fenfibly affeded by the 
heifoic courage of this woman, who had fufficient command ov^ herfclf to banifli all 
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rftraembrtmce csf the injuries done to her hulband. She g^ve way to that fweet impulfe 
tor rather Innate defire, which inclines man to aflill his fellow-creatures, when ha fees 
them in diftnefs. 

The counfellor fhared with his friend Kercadio the happinefs of having \;rought back 
peace and plenty to Fort Dauphin j but without forgetting the deteftable ftratagem by 
which he had been torn from his bufinefs, and his favourite purfuits. He had been 
wandering for feveral years on the ftormy ocean, without any particular objeQ: in view ; 
and was traverfing difiant countries, contrary to his intereft and inclination. His 
wilhes, direfled folely to his native foil, could not be ar ,ompliflied without experiencing 
new diftrefles. The bitter remembrance of the manuer in which his confidence had 
been abufed, in order to give him up to defpair, ftill aggravated the I'everity oi nis fete. 
Ye, who are fo often dupes to the falfe appearances and deceitful looks of thofe impofi 
tors who found their fortunes on your credulity, may this relation be ufcful to you, 
and pieferve you from the misfortune of heedlefsly trufting youri'elves into the hands 
of thofe worthlefs men, who do not flatter and carefs you but becaufe they know you» 
and through motives which your vanity does not permit you to perceive. This couD'^ 
fellor, commilfioned to execute an order which his family had folicited and obtained for 
tranfporting his brother to Madagafcar, on account of his profligacy, was fo imprudent 
as to entruft himfelf, at Nantz, to one of thofe ofiicious men who have the perfidnoue 
talent of infpiring ftrangers with confidence, and of profidng by their fimplicity. This 
wretch thought it a harmlefs joke to kidnap the counfellor, in the room of his brother 
whom he fulFered to efcape, and by this double fraud he ftripped both of them of their 
money. * 

But to return to my fubjeft. La Cafe remained no longer at Fort Dauphin than the 
time abfolutely neceflary for re-eftablifliing in it abundance and peace. His wife, Dian* 
Nong, was much difgufted with the place ; and her own private affairs recalled her to 
Amboule. Befidcs, Chamargou, uk,. jealous of La Cafe’s fuccefs than grateful for his 
feiwices, would no' have failed to do every thing in liis power to render his life uncora* 
fortable. Of this La Cafe could entertain the leis doubt, as the gov-rnor did not deign 
to join his entreaties to thofe of the reft of the colony, in order to induce him to remain 
at the fort. At the moment, however, when the French, to the number of two hun- 
dred, were levying confidcrable taxes from the fertile province of Carcanoffi, and giv* 
ing law to the iflanders, a cruel war again broke out to deluge that fine country in blood, 
and to render the alTiftance of La Cafe neceflary. This war, more fatal to the French 
than the Malegaches, was occafioncd by the inconfiJerate zeal of a miffionary. Dian 
Manangue, fovcrcign of the province of Mandrarey, a powerful, bold, and fpirited 
chief, and a faithful ally to the French, had received in his donac, with every mark of 
diftindbn, one Father Stephen, a Lazarift, and fuperior of the million of Mada^f- 
car. 

This father, charmed with the excellent qualities of the chief, imagined that it would 
be an eafy matte r to convert him. When Dian Manangue perceived his intention, he 
thought it a mark of refpe£t due to the frieudlhip which he had vowed to the Fraach’, 
and above all, to the recommendation of La Cafe, to inform the 'lealous miffionary that 
all his efforts would be fruyflefs. Thcfe people are fond of making orations, and of 
haranguing in public. Dian Manangue, therefore^ affembleJ his women and family, 
in order that he might declare publicly that nothing was capal e of making him re- 
nounce his ancient cuftoms. “ I*pify»” he, “your folly, in wiffiing, that at my age . 
“ I fiiould facrifice nly happinefs and the pleafures which furround me in mv idona^ to 
** your will. I pity you for being deprived of that which foothesthe cares of life. Y ou* 
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permit me to live with oije woman : but, if the poffeffion of one woman be a good, 
why is the pofTe/Tion of a numerous feraglio an evil, when peace and harmony prevMl 
among thofe who compofc it ? Do you obferve among us any fymptoms of jealoufy, 
“ or feeds of hatred ? — No — All my women are good— they all endeavour to render 
“ me happy,; and I am more their Have than their mailer. 

“ But if your maxims are fo ufeful and neceflary, why do not your countrymen at 
the fort follow them ? — ^Thcy ought to know much better than I the merit and value 
“ of your words. Believe me, my friend, I will not deceive you ; it is impoffible for 
“ me to change my cuftoms ; I will never quit them but with my life. 1 , however, 
“ give you leave to exercife your zeal on the people who are fubjeft to my authority ; 
“ and I give you the fame power over my family and my children. But this per- 
“ million will be of very little avail, unlefs you can furt your precepts to our manners 
and ufages.” 

Father Stephen made no other reply to this fpeech than to order the chief, in a 
peremptoiy^ tone, to difmifs all his women, except one. This miilionary even fo far 
loft fight of moderation, that he had the temerity to threaten that he would caufe the 
French to carry away all his women, if he delayed for a moment, to put his order in 
execution. It may be readily imagined, that a behaviour fo violent and unexpeded 
muft have occafioned a general indignation and revolt in the donac. The women fell 
upon the milTionary ; loaded him with reproaches and blows ; and in their fury they 
would have undoubtedly ftrangled him, had not Dian Manangue, notwithllanding the 
agitation he was under, come fpeedily to his affiftance. The chief was obliged to make 
ufe of all his authority before he was permitted to remain alone a fingle moment with 
this father, whom he difmiffed after giving him a rich prefent. Befides, he allied of 
the miflionary a refpite of fifteen days to determine on the grand affair of his couverfion : 
but this delay, folicited with fo much earneftnefs by the chief, and with difficulty 
granted by the miffionary, was intended to anfwer a very different purpufe. Dian 
Manangue wiffied to gain time, in order to quit the province of Mandraroy, without 
dread of being purfued by the French ; and, when he thought he could do this in 
fafety, he departed with his w'oraen and flaves, to feek llielter in the country of the 
Machicores, which is twenty -five leagues diftant from Fort Dauphin. 

His departure, however, was not lb private as to efcape the knowledge of Father 
Stephen, for he had fpics even in the donac of the chief. In vain, therefore, did 
Chamargou endeavour to retain him. The miffionary, confulting only his zeal, formed 
the ralh refolution of following Dian Manangue to the country of the Machicores. A 
brother of St. Lazarus, and another Frenchman, with fix fervants or domeftics, loaded 
with facerdotal habits, accompanied him in this dangerous expedition. 

jin the firft week of Lent, j 664, Father Stephen joined Dian Manangue, after ex- 
periencing much fatigue and a multitude of difafters. The chief, more altonifhed than 
alarmed at the courage of the miffionary, behaved, to him with the moft profound 
reverence, and received him in a manner which he had no title to expeft. In vain did 
he bi;g him to renounce the projecl which he had formed of converting him ; obferving 
that his manners and <iufages were an infuperable obllacle to fuch a change. Father 
Stephen, inftead of making any reply, fnatched from him bi^s oU and his amulets, threw 
them into the fire, and declared open war againft him. It need be no matter of fur- 
p.tife that this violent conduft of the miffionary fhould occafion his deftruftion, as well 
as that of thofe who attended him.' Dian Manangire caufed them all to be inftantly 
butchered ; and, at the fame time, fwore, that he would entirely extirpate the Fr^ch 
ffom the ifland. In order that he might execute this fatal vow with more certainty, 
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the chief fent his fon, who had been baptifed, to La Vatangue, his brother-in-law, to* 
acquaint him with the motives which had induced him to’free himfelt from ihe tyranny 
of the French, whofe iufidious dcfigns aimed at nothing Icfs than to abo' ih the man- 
ners, uiages, and religion of the countiy; adding, that his oli (a kind oi amulet con- 
fulted by thcfe iflandcrs) had commanded him to defend them, even al the luvxard of 
his life ; and he aflured La Vatangue, that the French had rendered themreive.^ i ■ ca- 
pable of conquering, fmee they had dared to jrrocecd to fuch criminal exceflls. d'he 
inilated chief gave notice to his brother-in-law, alio, that (Ihamargou had fent f irty 
Frenchmen to the eaftern coaft, and tliut he might i lily furprife and maffacre them. 
“ I fend you my fon,” continued he at the end of fiie letter, “• to be at the head of 
“ the army which you difpatch to attack and dcfiroy the French : it is Ji that 
“ infpires me ; and you are well acquainted with the misfortunes which come upon us 
“ when we do not faithfully obey its mandates. My fon will give you a particular 
“ account of every thing that has palled ; and you will, no doubt, be filled with in- 
“ dignation when you know the perfidious behaviour of lliefe flrangeis towards their 
“ inoft faithful ally.” La Vatangue was extremely happy on receiving this intelligence 
of the expedition of the forty Frenchmen ; but he had only lime to be upon his 
guard ; tor two.days after the arrival of his nephew', his fpies brought him word, that 
the French were encamped at the diftance of a league from his village. 

I'his chief lent them a prefent of rice, honey, and four oxen, begging them to in-, 
form him what was tlie inteiitiuii of their journey, bccaufc he had never feen fuch a 
numerous body of Europeans in the interior parts of the illand. La Forge, who com- 
mandctl this detacliment, returned for anfwer, that he had orders to fubjed his soun- 
try to the dominion of Fort Dauphin. I’he chief, alarmed at fo unexpeded an enter- 
prize, requefted peace; olFered to give him four liundred oxen ; and obferved that his 
country of Haye-Fontchy was at too great a diflance from the fort to excite the hatred 
or jealoufy of the French. La Fur:, rejeded with difuain the propofals of the chief, 
and had the madnefs to ;ifk twenty thoufand oxen as the price of a peace. To fo 
extravagant a demand La Vatangue made no reply ; but wRilll d;; '"e adventurers were 
ranging through a field of lugar canes, he caufed them all to be flaughtered. 

The particulars of the difafter which btfcl ihefe forty adventurers, fent out by Cha- 
inargou, were known by a Fortuguefe, who was the only perfon that efc#ped, by 
taking flicltcr in a large nvarfli c<jvered-with reeds and llagnated water. In this place 
he remained two days, concealed up to the neck in mud. 'I he illandeis, who purfued 
him, fearing that they would link iu the earth, which was foft and fpungy, ie't fire 
to the reeds, in onler that they might oblige tlie Fortuguefe to come forth ; but under 
cover of tiie thick fmoke, occalirmed by this conllrigration, lie had the good fortune 
to escape. I’he iflanders wifheci much to dcltroy this man, that (Ihamargou iiiight 
not receive intelligence ot the fate of his companions, and come to atiae!' ttiem 
before the arrival of Dian Manangue, who was flill with his army in the country of 
the Machicores. 

The Fortuguefe, related that their expedition had been attended with fuccc/s till 
they fell in with La Vatangue. Their number fpread ter v and conUernaiion 
throughout all the villages where they palled ; tlic ciiiefs paid., without feefitation, the 
contributions which were exadted ; and they were, on thp poiot < r reaping the fruit of 
a long and fatiguing journey, when the infatiable rapacity of aeir commander ccca- 
floned their ruin, and the lois of their rich booty. 

Cliamargou, in this relation, ought to have perceived the juft punlfhment, of t' efe 
unfortunate plunderers, who were going to ravage countries over winch they na^: no 
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kind of authority : but this governor, inftead of profiting by the leflbn given him, 
formed the fatal refolution of carrying fire and the fword amongft the Malegaches. He 
fet out, therefore, at the head of thirty Frenchmen, followed by a fmall army of 
Manamboulefe ; flaughtered without dillinffion both women and children ; fet fire 
to all the villages which he found in the courfe of his march ; and took poffeffion of 
the donac of Dian Manangue. Father Mannier, the only miffionary who remained, 
carried his Ifandard during this bloody and inhuman expedition, on the particulars of 
which I lhall not farther enlarge. An eye-witnefs, who was afterwards provincial 
coinmiflliry of artillery, publilhed an account of it in 1722, in a work entitled, A 
Voyi^:''? to Madagiifcar^ by M. V. 

'I he manuferipts which furniflied me with materials for this relation, do not agree 
in every point with that author ; but it appears that Chamargou was obliged, by an 
abfolute fcarcity of provifions, to make an attempt to regain Fort Dauphin. When 
he arrived at the great river Mandrarey, and was endeavouring to crofs it, Dian 
Manangue, who had watched his motions, appeared on the oppolite bank with an army 
of fix thoufand men to oppofe his paffage. This chief, bearing the furplice and fquare 
cap of the miffionary Stephen at the head of his forces, braved the French, who were 
on the point of periihing by famine. In the mean time La Cafe arrived, accompa- 
nied by ten Frenchmen, and three thoufand Androfaces, who were his fubjeffs, or rather 
the fubjefls of his wife, Diaii-Nong. As foon as this brave man came up he rufhed into 
the water, ordered his people to fire upon the enemy, and by the terror of his name, 
rather than the fuperiority of his arms, forced them to quit the borders of the river, 
and to betake themfelves to flight, i hough the approach of night ought to have pre- 
vented him, he then fet forward to purfue them. Having difeovered Dian Manangue, 
amidfl: a numerous body of the illanders, he w'iflied to throw himfelf upon him : 
but Rabaze, a friend and fivourite of the chief, had the courage to flop him, and to 
facrifice his life to fave that of his fovereign. The darknefs of night only put 
an end to the carnage ; but on the conclufion of this bloody war Fort Dauphin 
was again reduced to the moft deplorable ftate of diftrefs. The chiefs ceafed to fend 
in provifions, and even intercepted thofe which the garrifon endeavoured to procure 
from diftant parts. Dian Manangue, who pretended to be fovereign lord of a great 
part of the illand, threatened our eftablifhment with a formidable army ; and his pre- 
fence alone would have occafioned a famine, had it not been for five thoufand 
cattle, which La Cafe found means to convey into the fort. All the expeditions of 
this extraordinary man were attended with the moft complete fuccefs. With thirteen 
Frenchmen, and two thoufand Androfaces, he defeated Dian Ravaras, who was at the 
head of an army of eighteen thoufand nten, and took from him twenty-five thoufand 
oxen, and five thoufand flaves. The great celebrity of La Cafe made the council of 
the 'company, at length, fee the neceffity of employing and rewarding a man, who had 
rendered them fuch fignal fervices, and who was ftill capable of rendering them much 
greater. 

They, therefore, fent him a lieutenant’s commiffion ; made him at the fame time a 
prefent of a fword, and congratulated him on his fuccefs. 

La Cafe charged M. de Rennefort, who was returning toJFrance, to thank the com- 
pany for the new marks of.favoiyr conferred on him, and to inform them, that he 
would undertake the conquell of the illand with two hundred Frenchmen, and realize 
.the other advautageouffproje£is, which he had already had the honour of propofiug, 
if they would agree that he fliould be accountable to them only for his conduit. 
It does not, however, appear that the company adopted this plan, which was 
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more that of a braftre foldier than of an enlightened governor j for an honefl: man 
refpeds the laws of hofpitality, and laments to fee the principles of juilice and humanity 
violated for the fordid intereifts of commerce. 

In 1666, the marquis of Mondevergue was appointed by the king to the general 
command of all the French eftablifhmenis fituated on the other fide of the equhiodial ; 
and Caron and La Faye had, at the fame time, the management of all'the commerce 
of the Indies. ^ The marquis of Mondevergue arrived at F ort Daupliin on the 1 oih ot 
March 1667, in a veflel of thirty-fix guns, and was followed by a finall fleet of nine 
lliips, on board which were two direftors of the Indies an attorney general, four com- 
panies of infantry, ten chiefs of colonies, eight merclicmts, and thirty-twd women. 

As foon as Mondevergue arrived, he caufed hinifelf to be proclairri'd .1 hviiral, and 
governor-general of the French colonies in the Eaft. lie was, however, obliged 
to have recourfe to La Cafe, in order to procure jmovifions for his fleet. La Cafe, 
ever ready to ferve his country, provided for the whole ; and befides this, brought 
about a reconciliation between the French and Dian Manangue, whofe bravery and 
intelligence were not to be defpifed. This chief, who at the fort was ftyled the prince 
of Mandrary, fwore obedience and fidelity to the governor general. 

Caron, who was a Dutchman, did not remain long at Fort Dauphin. He fet out 
for Surat, with *a great part of the fleet, in order to take the management of that 
fettlement. 

La Faye, however, continued at Fort Dauphin ; and in the month oi^ November 
1670, another fleet of ten fliips arrived, commanded by M. de la Haye, captain of 
the Navarre, a veffel of fifty-fix guns. All thefe fliips belonged to the king, and were 
equipped with the war complement of arms and men. La Haye aflumed the quality 
of general and admiral, with the authority of viceroy, and made Chaniargou fecond in 
command, and I.a Cafe major of the iflund. At this period, the company had given 
up to the king the fovereignty of I\Ir -gafear. 

The Marquis of Mondevergue, to whofe option it had been left either to remain 
governor of the ifland, or to return to France, chofe the latter eci .fe, and embarked 
in a fliip called the Mary, in the month of February 1671. On his arrival at Port 
Louis, he found a commiflary, who had orders to make him give an account of his 
admmiflration. The company were much incenfed againfi: him ; for La Haye, with 
whom he had quarrelled, had afperfed his charafter, and accufed him of fcveral mif- 
demeanors. 'I'hough the public voice was in his favour, this brave officer, who had 
governed the ifland with prudence, and re-eftablilhed peace in it, was obliged to yield 
to the fuperior influence of his adverfary, and died a prifoner in me caftle of Sauraur. 

La Haye, whofe authority was unlimited, now refolved to deliver himfelf ircin 
thofe chiefs who gave him oflence ; and, accordingly, propofed to Chamargiui ani.J»La 
Cafe to declare war againfi Dian Ramoufaye who had come to render him homage. 
This chief, who refided' nearefi to Fort Dauphin, was fummoned to lend iinmediaK'ly 
to the fort all the arms which he had received from the French. It may be readily 
conjedured, that this demand was followed by an abfolute refufal. La Haye, there- 
fore, ordered Chamargou and La Cale to beliege Dian Ramoufaye in his village. They 
had under their command (even hundred Frenchmen, and fix hundred Malegaches : 
but their attack was not attended with fuccel’s; for Dian Rmnoufaye made fo vigorous 
a defence, that the French were obliged to retire, ^his check d' not appear natural ; 
and it was believed that Chamargou, difeontented at being < i ; fecond in command, 
in a country where he had always been firft, had contributed not a little to the failure 
of an enterprize, the injuftice of which they had not even deigned to conceal. Ho .v- 
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ever this may be, I^a Haye was fo much clejedcd by the mifcarnap;® of his firfl: expe- 
dition, that he rtihlvcd to abandon Fort Dauphin, and to carry his forces to Surat, after 
having vifited the iil.uul of Mafeartuha'', fince called tlicHle of Bourbon. 

The pride of this poveriior was \\;iy much hurt, to think that the whole extent of 
his authoriiy was not fuineieut to prevent Chaniargou, who had the luperiority over 
him in point oi' local knou ietlgc, froiii being able, by fecret machinations, to counter- 
act, at his pleafurc, the operations wliiclji he wifhed to carry into cireCt. 

La Haye’.s departure was followed by the death of the brave La (hvfe ; and it was 
not difficult to forel'ee, that the lofs of ihls celebrated mtin would iulallibly occafioii 
that of the colony. 

At this period, it was w^el! known, that the iflamlers breathed nothing but ven- 
geance agaitill us, and eap;erly fought an opportunity of retaliating lor our iiijuflice 
and opprcllion. Our yoke was become odious and infupportable to ihetn. llif- 
torians, for the honour of civilizexl nations, ought to bury in oblivion every detail 
of the atrocious cruelties exereil’ed again.ll rhol'e people, whom they brand witli the 
odious epithets of barbari.ins, traitors, and thieves, becaufe they have revolted agaiult 
feme European adventurers, whofe leall crime was a violation of the facred rights oi 
hofpitality. 

If the eflablilhment at Fort Dauphin fubfiftcd fo long, nolwlthdanding the detefl- 
able adminiftration of thefe ruler: ; it was the name alone of La Cafe w hicli kept the 
Malegaches under lubitcflon to fo vicious a coullitution. The memory of that truly 
extraordinary man is hill held in great veneration among thefe iflanders. llis bra- 
very, joined to more valuable qualities, and above all, the alliance he contraCled 
by' his marriage with Dian-Nong, infpired them with fo much refpcCf, that it was 
only after his death, that all thole chiefs united againft the wretchoii lemains of the 
l^’rench adventurers, whofe tcmimrary fuccefles wore always iblluwcd by memorable 
dilafters. 

La Cafe, without doubt, was of too warlike a difpofition, and this is a flain upon 
his memory ; but all people, almoft, have a fecret propenfily to this deltructivc feourge, 
which defolatcs the raoft beautiful countries in the world, and occafums a ihoul.uui 
times more evils to mankind than all the other (courges united. What man is there 
whom a paihon lor glory does not, lomctimes, fo far intoxicate as to make him lor~ 
get every lentiment of juflicc and humanity ? It is very difficult lor a brave loldier 
to make his conduCt, in every refpeft, that of a plillufopher ; and, under this jioint oi 
view, it would, perhaps, be unjult to pafs a fevere cenfure upon all tlie atlions ol bin' 
who in Madagafcar did moll Ik 'umr to his nation. 

Chaniargou furvived La Cale only a fliort time, and was fucceeded by La BretefciiC; 
in the command of the fettlemcnt. La Bretefchc was La Cafe’s fcn-in-lavv ; but lie 
polfclled neither tile talents nor the influence of his predwcelfor. Finding that it was 
inqioflibie lor him to preferve his authority, amidll the clivilion and diiorder wliirli 
prevailed bciwe;.n die krcnch and the natives, he took advantage of a lliip whicli laid 
toueiicd at tlie ilkmd, and which was going to .Surat, to embark lor tliat colony with 
his whole family. .Several miflionaries, and fome Frenchmen, foilowcd Ins examiile ; 
but Icarcely had the vcllcl fet fail, when a hgnal of dillrtfs appt ared Iioiiicd on the 
loit. The captain of the velTel ipimediatcly ordered his boats to be launched, and 
proceeded towards the fliore j but he arrived only time enough to pick up, below the 
walls, a tew miferable wretches who had efcaped a general maffacre of the garrifon, 
which had been ellefled in confequcnce of orders given, for that purpofe, by Dian- 
Ralinoufaye, and other chiefs in tlie neighbourhood. Such was the difmal end of a 
' ,0 colony 
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colony which miglu have become flouridiing and ufeful to commerce, hacj not thofe, 
who diretted it taken every method they could to rendet the French name odious to 
ihele people, naturally mild, hofpitabie, and humane. 

Among the difl’erent memoirs which I have conruhed in compiling t ijiftoj-jcai 
account of the firil edabliftnicnls of the French in the foulhern part of heubgafear, I 
miiit make honourable mention ci a manufeript given me by ]\.I. de Malcihcrbe. That 
rniiiilter, dear to the Iciences and to letters, wliofc venerable name is never j)ronoui.ccd 
but uccompanictl with that iribiite of homage and refpecl which are due to know- 
ledge united vA'ith virtue, had the goodnels to add to it a large map of Madagafcar, 
accurately delineated, and executed with great care, i'hat maj', which he permitted 
me to have reduced and engraved, is prefixed to tins work. 

The manufeript ami the m;ip which accompanied it were the prod 'cl;> ’ ui M. Ro- 
bert, who. in J725, dedjjCiiteti them to the duke de Chaubies, whole protedion he 
tlicii ioliciied, in older to lorni a new ellablifhment in the northt ru part of Mada- 
galcar. 

M. Robert had been taken by the pirates, and conduclcd to tliat illaad, where he 
remained leveral years, which he employed ufclullv in traverfing its principal pro- 
vinces, and making hi infelf acquainted with their produclions, 'l lie olijecl of his plan 
for an cilablifiuftent there was, to collecl the riches wliicli the pintles had difperfed 
throughout the northern part ot the country, while it lerved them as a place of re- 
fuge ; but this project, the advantages of vviiich would, perhaps, never have compen- 
laied lor the cxpence, was not carried into execution. At itreiiait there are no con- 
fidcrable ellabliilmieiifs in Madagafcar but one, formed, of late years, in the fouthern 
part, by M. de Modavc, a man of fpirit and a brave ttfficer, and anotlicr, in tlie northern 
part, by count Benyowiki. I was at the Iflc ot France in 1708, when M. de Modave 
came, in the name of the king, to take poll'ellion of the government of Fort Dauphin. 
'I'he duke dc Praflin was then minirfer of the marine, and had approved the plan pre- 
fented to him by M,. dc Modave. 

If the rcfult of this new enterprise did not correfpond with the hopes which the 
miniflcr had entertained, 'I was bccaufe every colony, not roimi.;ed on the happinefs 
and inifruction of thole people among whom an attempt is made to efhiltlilh it, will 
always have temporary fuccefs only. It is not foldiers butarrifans, farmers, and well- 
informed and kiborii.)Us men, that ni ght U' be cibbliihed atuong I'uch people. We 
ought never to forget that the treaties of favages with the Fungreans me, in every 
relpecfl, lilie thofe which children would make with pliiloiopb.crs ; and fmee the treaties 
hitherto formed with the M-iIcLOichcs are ei idcntlv in tir.u fituation, it w’ould be highly 
unjult to tr.ke advantage of them contrary to the iniewiLs of tliele ifianders. There 
are none but iiupiil or ilillioneti men who can aifi.x a value to ce'turacfs lb ridiculoufly 
illufory. You have obtained bv cunning, you linve by h'rce extorted concdUons*ronv 
rhe credulous inbabiuints (d' foreign lands; and becaufe they forel'ee not the d; nger to 
wliich they expofe thendidves, by receiving yon amojiglt them with frieiullhip and 
gciien'fity, you wifli even to turn their kin duds agaiiiil diem, and to make a right of 
them in order to opprels them, and fubjecl them to yom dominion. • 

If great commercial advantages invite you to Madagafcar, a '.opt principles more juft 
and humane. 1* 

Foi forming your eftablilliments, choofe fanner»s and nu ‘rans.s. Thofe who know 
the charaffer of the Malegaches, entertain no doubt rcfpi > ig the reception which 
tilde ifianders will give to men Vhofe frugal and aftive livcc^ uttliilh vice, and introduce 
abundance. 

Cuitiv.iting 
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• CuUivatfng the earth by the plough, and a number of otlier ufeful praftices, will 
infpire thefe people with fentiinents of gratitude and veneration. India will fupply 
you with a multitude of ingenious artifans and weavers, who know how to manufadlure 
cotton Huffs, and to give them thofe brilliant and durable colours which caufe them 
to be fo much fought for in commercial countries. 

Colouring l^ibftances, extraded from vegetables, have not, in our frozen climates, 
the fame Iplendour and the fame ftrength, as in the fcorching climates of the torrid 
zone. 

The fruits of our gardens, which grow on wall trees, never affutne a ruddy colour, 
but on that fide which is expofed to the rays of the fun. 

We have no acid that fixes colours on cotton cloth, in fo lading and unalterable a 
manner, as the juice extradled from Adam’s fig-tree, which we call Bunanier, 

The Indians excel alfo in nninulacturing filk ftiiffs, Seyeral provinces of Mada- 
gafear would furnilh a great abundance of that valuable fubflance. So important a 
branch of commerce ought the lefs to be negledled, as the Malegaches, in the Ibuthem 
part of the ifland, are acquainted with the method of preparing and weaving it, in order 
to make veflments. 

In the neighbourhood of the Bay of Antongil, I difeovered four kinds of cods, which 
produce filk of an excellent quality. * 

The Malegaches diftinguifli them by die four following denominations. 

The andeve is a cod almoft like that which, in the fouthern provinces of France, 
fumilhes the belt filk. 

The ande-voniaqua, another cod, fmallcr than the preceding, furnifiies a filk much 
fineri than that which comes from China, and equally beautiful. 

The tree called anacau is covered, during a certain fcafbn of the year, with fmall 
cods, which being fufpended by filaments hang from the leaves and branches. The 
filk procured from thefe cods is remarkable for its fii ength and finenefs ; but to divide 
it properly, and to render it ufeful, the cods muH lie preferved from the fihh and dull 
that fall from the tree. Thefe cods are known under the Name of aiidcanacau. 

The fourth kind of filk is not fufccptiblc of being divided. The Miilcgachcs call it 
ande faraha. It is found in a kind of bag, which contains fcveral hundreds of fmall 
cods. 

The wool of Madagafcar is beautiful ; but the iflanders derive no benefit from it. 
The Indians, however, would eafily teach them to prepare it, and we fliould foon be 
indebted to them for a new and highly important branch of commerce. There are 
few oriental travellers who are not acquainted with thofe fine woollen fl uffs known in 
Bengal by the name of JhawLy, which the Mahometans ufc for turbans. This fluff 
cofts no lefs than an hundred piftoles the yard, when the fuperfine wool of the Cache- 
mirhtn flieep has been employed in manufafluring it. 

So exorbitant a price muff furprife thofe who know the cheapnefs of labour in 
India, and at what a low rate raw materials may be procured in that country. It is, 
however, with very rude inflruments that the Indian, more dextrous and more patient 
tlian the European, is enabled to weave thefe valuable fluffs. 

Should France wiflr, ‘in the courfe of time, to fhare with India and China, the ad- 
vantageous trade which they carry on in woollen and filk ftuffs, and printed cottons, 
I think, and many intelligent men nre of the fame opinion, that this might be accom- 
plifhed, by forming at Madagafcar, upon proper principles, a colony of Indian 

• weavers, who fhould bfe under the proteblion of the Ifles of France and Bourbon. It 
would, however, be neceffa3'y to introduce there, at the fame time, thofe celebrated 
machines ufed at Manchefter, for carding and fpinning both coarfe and fine cotton and 

wool; 
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wool } for the art of manufafluring cloth would be C 9 nfined then merely to the 
weaver j and, certainly, the Indian weavers have a decided fuperiority ov» r thofe of 
Europe. Such an aflertion does not tend to depreciate our induftry. 1 a n'perfedlly 
fenfible that it would be highly abfurd to put the villages on the ban^s of the Ganges 
in competition with our large manufadtories. This would be comparing the produc- 
tions of patience and fkill with thofe of genius. 

The induftry of the Indian is not confined merely to the trade of weaving. He 
underftands the art of cultivating the earth equally well, and knows how to prepare 
^ fugar anti indigo. Under his hand clay aifumes a vari, :y of fingular forms ; and the 
carthen-’W'are of India is even fought for and efteemed in Europe. 

The Indian is no lels expert than the Chinefe in the lapidary art. To cut and pierce 
the hardeft ftones, he makes ufe of adamantine fpar pulverifed, and moiftened with oiL 
He employs this fubftance, which is of very little value in India, for the fame pur- 
pofes as diamond powder is employed in Europe. The Indian knows, alfo, how to. 
render the bamboo ufeful in rnanufadures. He makes paper of it, and likewife fur- 
niture, palanquins, and vcflels for holding water. 'I’his tree is a fpecies of large reed> 
from the joints of which there diftils a kind of fugar, much efteemed by the orientals.- 
This reed rifes fometimes to the height of an hundred feet ; and the hardnefs and light- 
nefs of its wood caufe it to be employed for a variety of ufes. 

The fugar-cune is a fpecies of reed which rifes to the height of ten feet. It i» 
ufually about three inches in circumference ; and is covered with a kind of bark^ 
which contains a fpongy fubftance. It is divided into joints by knots placed at the 
diftance ol’ liVe inches from each other ; and on the top it bears a number of leaves, 
fomewhat like thofe of the common water-flag. 

This plant is cultivated in feveral countries of Afia and Africa. Every kind of 
foil is not equally proper for it : that where the earth is deep and light, feems to be 
the belt. 

Plantations of th: fugar-cane do not require very fevere labour. It is fufficient to 
form furrows in the ground at the diftance of three feet from each other : they ought 
to be no more than a foot in breadth, and fix inches in depth. In thefe furrows the 
canes are laid lengthwife, and covered with earth. From each knot they fend forth 
young Ihoots, but they do not come to maturity, fo as to be fit for cutting, till the 
end of eighteen months. A month after the Ihoots begin to appear, all the weeds 
around them mult be pulled up ; but this care is not necefl'ary when the cane is per- 
fedly formed. 

After the canes have been cut, new flioots fpring up from the old roots, which at 
the end of fifteen months afford a fecond crop, but their produce is only one half of 
the firft. Nothing but want of hands to replant, can induce a proprietor to feek meire 
than two crops from his plantation. * 

When the canes arc cut, the next bufinefs is to fquecze them immediately in the 
mill. This operation requires- tedious labour during the night ; for if the juice remains 
more than twenty-four hours in the cilLeni from which it is conveyed to the,lirft: 
boiler, it becomes four. From the firft boiler, it is fucceffively removed into others, 
till it is converted into lugan It is purified from that gummy fnbftanca which pre- 
vents it from becoming white and Iblid, by throwing into ihe ' ift boiler a ftrong 
lixivium of wood-afties and quick-lime. It may be readily pcr< ved, that what con- 
tributes moft to the relief of the flaves, depends principally on liAi produce of the mill. . 
The fpeedier the juice is extradted, the foonei will they be freed from night labou*”, 
fo prejudicial to their health. Nothing, therefore, ihould be negle&ed that can give 
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lugar-mllls every poffible degree of power and aftivity ; and it is, certainly, neither by 
mules nor weak falls of water that fo falutary an end can be attained. Views of intcrdl 
unite her^ "with the principles of humanity, to engage the planters to introduce in 
their mills the ufe of the Ileam-engine. 

The w'oodyj part of the lugar cane, known under the name of frrJJ}*, is more than 
fufiicient for keeping up ebullition in the boiler of a llcam-enginc, as well as in all the 
boilers employed in making fiigar. 

The fertility -of Madagalcar, and the valuable produftions contained in the bofom 
of that important ifland, cannot fail of alfording indullry the means of ellablifliing a 
great and extcnfivc trade. It is under this point of view, according.to my ideas, that 
we ought in future to coufider lueh (ettlements as we may wifli to form at Madagafcar. 
Though M. de Modave a]:'proaclied nearer to the accompliihmcut of this objeft thaji 
any of his predeceifois, h.is \ievis were not founded upon a halts fiiiilcienily foIiJ, and 
capable of renilering the Lflablillmient which he was conmiifiioned Ut form, long, 
flourilhing and happy. '^I'his was the opinion of M. l\)ivre. Tiiar truly celebrated 
man had cotiducted, with prudence, for feveral years, the I’rcncli ellablifliments be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope, and had refided a long time at Madagafcar, in order 
to make himfelf acquainted with its mod ufeful productions. He wa,s intendant of the 
Ides of France and Bourbon, at the time when M. dc Modave began his leitlement ; 
and it may be readily imagined of what weight the opinion of that gentleman, di(- 
tinguiflied by his virtues and knowledge, mult have been. It is to his indclatigabic 
zeal that France will foon be indebted tor the advantage of lharing with Holland in the 
rich commerce of fpiceries. He conddered it as one of the fu ll duties of an admi- 
niftrator, to exercife and cxcile the emulation of all ihofe in whom he perceived talents 
which he thought might be cultivated with advantage. He profited, above all, by 
thofe of the celebrated Commerfon. That learned naturalilt had accompanied M. dc 
Bougainville in his voyage round the w'orld, and had foniied an irnmcnfe cullcdion of 
plants, and of every object of natural hiltory to be found in the countries which he 
had vifited. 'Ihe relation of his voyage, therefore, was likely to afford a variety of 
intercftiiig obfervations ; and he was well affured that if he W'eiu immediately to 
France, his ufeful labours w'ould not remain unrewarded. He however renounced all 
thefe advantages as foon as he knew that M. i’oivre wiflied to employ him in pro- 
curing new information. After acquiring a thorough knowledge of the natural hiftory 
of the llks ol France and Bourbon, he proceeded to M.i.JagaIcar in the year 1769, and 
M. de Modave, who was then governor of Fon Ihiuphin, gave him every afliltance in 
his power to enable him to retider farther Itrviccs to leience. It is nuicli to be re- 
gretted that the accounts of there important (liicoverie.s fliould have been loft or dif- 
petfed after the death of this indcfahgahle man, who was canied off when he was juft 
on the point of enjoying the fruits of his ul'ciul refcarches. "i’iie only diil'ertation of 
his now remaining that is any way intercftiiig, concerns the Kimos, which 1 lhall here 
tranferibe, and add to it a Ihort memoir of M. tie Modave on the fame ful;jctd. 

*i Thole who are fond of the marvellous, and who no doubt muff be dilpleafed 
** with me for havimji reduced the pretended gigantic llafure of tiie Patagonians to fix 
“ feet, wilPaccept, perhaps, by way of indemnification, an account of a race of pigmies 
“ who fall into the oppolite extt;eme. 1 here Iptak of thole dwarf’s, in the .interior 
** parts of the large illand of Madagafcar, who form a confiderable nation, called in 

• r 

* Tl»c Frendi call the woody part of the fugar canc, after tlic juice has been extraAed, hitga^e-, but the 
Englilh planter, in the Welt Indies call it ir.tjh. T. , 
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the Madecaflfe language, Quimos or Kimos. The diftinguifhing charafl^rlftics of 
thefe finall people are, that they arc whiter or at lead fialer in colour, than all the 
“ negroes hitherto known; that their arms are fo long thar they can (Ir tch their 
“ hands below their knees without (looping ; and that the women have fC ircely any 
breads, except when they fuckle ; and even then, we are afiured, the greater part 
“ of them are obliged to make ufe of cow’s milk in order to nouriflt their young. 

With regard to intelleftual faculties, thefe Kimos are not inferior to the other in- 
“ habitants of Madagafcar, who are known to be very lively and ingenious, though 
they abandon thctnfdves to the utmofl indolence ; but w^e are told that the Kimos, 
“ as they are much more aftive, are alfo much more arlike, fo that their courage 

“ being, if we may ufe the expreffion, in the double ratio of their flature, th.'v have 

“ never yet been overcome by their neighbours, who have often made attempts for 
“ that purpofe. Though attacked with fuperior flrcngth and weapons, for they are 
“ not acquainted with the ufe of gunpowder and fire-arms, like tlieir enemies, they 
“ have always fought with courage, and retained liberty amidd their rocks, which, 
“ as they are extremely dirticult of accefs, certainly contribute very much to their 
“ fafety. I hey live there upon rice, various kinds of fruits, roots and vegetables, 
“ and rear a great number of oxen and fheep with large tails, which form alfo a part 
“ of their fubfid’ence. They hold no communication with the different cades by 
“ whom they are furrounded, either for the fake of commerce or on any account 
“ whatever, as tliey procure all their neceffaries from the lands which they poffefs. 
“ As the object of all the pe tty wars between them and the other inhabitants of the 

“ ifland, is to carry away on cither fide a few cattle or Haves, the diminutive fize. of 

“ the Kimos faves them from the latter injury. With regard to tlie former, they are 
“ fo fond of peace that they refolve to endure it to a certain degree ; that is to fay, 
“ till they fee from the tops of their mountains a fonniuabic body advancing, with 
“ every hodile preparation, in the plains below. They then carry the fupertluily of 
“ their flocks to the entrance of the uefiles, where they leave them ; and, as, they 
fay themfelves, make a voluntary facrifice of them to the ind'gence of their elder 
“ brethren ; but at the fame lime denouncing with the levered threats to attack them 
“ without mercy fliould they endeavour to penetrate farther into their territories : a 
“ proof that it is neither from wcaknefsnor cowardice, that they purchafe tranquillity 
“ by jirelonts. Their weapons are ad'ugays and darts, which they ufe with the uimolt 
“ dexterity. It is pretended, if they could, according to their ardent willies, hold 
“ any inteivourfe with the Europeans, and procure from them fire-anus and ammu- 
“ nition, they would act on the offenfive as w'cll as the defedive againd their 
“ neighbours, w'ho would then perhaps think themfelves very happy to j" refer vc peace. 

“ At the didance of two or three days journey from Fort Dauphin, the inhabitavts 
“ of that part of the couutiy diew a number of linal! barrow's or earthen hillocks, in 
“ the form of graves, which, as is i'aiil, owe their origin to a great maffacre of the 
“ Kimos, who were defeated in the field by their ancedors*. llowever this may be, 
“ a tradition generally believed in that didrkd, as well as in the whole idaiid of ^a- 
“ dagafear, of the actual cxidence of the Kimos, leaves us no room to doubt that a 
part at lead of what we art; told relpe£ling thcle people is true. It is adcaiifliing that 
every thing which we knbw of this nation is collefted from their neighbours ; that 
“ no one has yet made obfervations on the fpot where they refid ; arid that neither 

• 

* I am furprifed that M. de Commerfon did not endeavour to afeertain the truth of this by digging 
up the earth or iome of thefe barrows. 
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the governor of the Ifles of France and Bourbon, nor the commanders at the dif- 
** ferent fettlements which' the French pofl'effed on the coafl of Madagafcar, ever at- 
tempted to penetrate into the ititerior parts of the country, with a view of adding this 
difcovery to many others which they might ha\’e made at the fame time. 

“ To return to the Kimos, I can declare, as being an eye-witnefs, that in the voyage 
which I tViade to Fort Dauphin, about the end of the year 1770, the Count de 
** Modave, the laft governor, who had already communicated to me part of his ob- 
fervations, at length afforded me the fatisfadion of feeing among his flavcs a Kimos 
" woman, aged about thirty, and three feet feven inches in height. Her com- 
“ plexion was indeed the faireft I had feen among the inhabitants of the ifland ; and I< 
remarked that fhe w'as well limbed'though fo low of ftature, amf far from being ill 
“ proportioned ; that her arms were exceedingly long, and could reach without bending 
“ the body as far as the knee ; that her hair was Ihort and woolly ; that her features, 
“ which were agreeable, approached nearer to thofe of an European than to an inha- 
bitant of Madagafcar ; and that flie had naturally a plcafant look, and was good- 
humoured, fenfible, and obliging, as far as could be judged from her behaviour. 
With regard to breafts, I faw no appearance of them except the nipples: but this 
“ Angle obfervation is not at all fufficient to eflablifli a variation from the common 
laws of nature.. 

“ A little before our departure from Madagafcar, a defire of recovering her liberty, 
as much as a'dread of being carried away from her native country, induced this 
little Have to make her cfcape into the woods. 

Every thing confidered, 1 am inclined firmly to believe in this new variety of the 
human fpecies, who have their charafteriftic marks as well as their peculiar manners, 
and who inhabit mountains from fixteen to eighteen hundred fathoms high above the 
“ level of the fea. 

“ Diminution of ftature, in refpecl: to that of the Laplanders, is alinoft graduated as 
from the Laplander to the Kimos. Both inhabit the coldeft regions and the hii.'beft 
“ mountains in the world. Thofe of Madagafcar, where the Kimos live, are, as I have 
“ already obferved, fixteen or eighteen hundred fathoms high above the level of the 
“ fea. The vegetable productions which grow on thefc elevated places appear fo be 
ftunted, fuch as the pine, the birch, and a great many others, wliich from the clafs 
“ of trees defeend to that of humble fhrubs, merely becaufe they have become alpicolcs, 
that is to fay, inhabitants of the highefll mountains.” 

To this extract from Mr. Commerfon’s Memoir on the Kimos, I /hall add a few ob- 
fervations by M. de Modave on the fame fubjecL 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Fort Dauphin, in 1768, an ill-wntten memoir 
‘V was tranfmitted to me, which contained fome particulars concerning a fingular people 
“ called in the language of Madagafcar the Kimos, who inhabit the middle of the ifland, 
“ about the twenty-fecond degree of latitude. I had heard mention of them feveral 
“ times before, but in fo confufed a manner that I fcarccly paid any attention to a fad 
“ .which deferves to be cleared up, and which relates to a nation of dwarfs, who live 
“ in fociety, governed by a chief, and protected by civil laws. 

“ I had. found in the relation of Flacourt a paflage refp^eding this nation ; but it made 
“ no imprefljon on my mind, becaufe Flacourt rejefts th^ hi/lory of thefe pigitiy people 
“ as a fable, 'invented by the players on the herraou, a kind of buffoons, or rather im- 
“ poftors, who fpend their time in reciting abfurd jales and romances. 

“ Flacourt calls thefe dwarfi/h people pigmies, and mixes their hiftory with that of a 
“ pretended race of giants, who, as the ancient tradition of Madagafcar affures us, 

JO “occafioned 



ROCHOK’s voyage to MADAGASCAR. 


765 

“ occafioned formerly great ravage in the ifland. Flacourt relates, after thefe players 
“ on the herraout that the pigmies fome time ago invaded'the country of AnoiTi, from 
“ which they were driven by the Erauos, who are the original inhabitants o*', that dif- 
trid. The Etanos lurrounded the pigmies on the banks of the river It. pcra, and . 
having maflacred them all, afterwards heaped together in that .fppt a multitude of 
“ ftones, to coA'^er the bodies of their enemies, and to fcrve as monumeMts of the vic- 
“ tory which they had gained over them. 

“ After procuring at Fort Dauphin and the neighbourhood all the information pofTi- 
** ble, I reiolved to fend a detachment to difcover the country of thefe pigmies. The 
“ detail of this expedition is configned to my journal ; Dut, either on account of the 
“ infidelity of the guides, or their want of courage, it wms not attended with fu' .efs. 
“ lhad, however, the pleafure to afcerlain the exillence of a nation of duarfs, who 
“ inhabit a certain diflrid of the ifland. 

“ Thefe people are called Quimos or Kimos. The ordinary height of the men is three 
“ feet five inches, and that of the women a few inches Icfs. The men wear their beards 
“ long, and cut in a round form. The Kimos arc thick am! fijuat ; the colour of their 
“ fkin is lighter than that of the other iflanders ; and their hair is fliort and woolly. 
“ They manufaflure iron and fteel, of w'hich they niake lances and alTagays. I'hefe 
“ are the only arms which they employ to defend thenifelves from their enemies, who 
“ attempt to carry off their cattle. When they perceive bands of travellers preparing 
“ to traverfe their country, they tie their oxen to trees on the frontiers, and leave other 
“ provifions, in order that thele ffrangers may find the means of fubfilling. When 
“ the ffrangers, however, are fo imprudent as to moleft them, by behaving in a hqftile 
“ manner, and are not contented with the prefents ufiial in the like circumffances, the 
“ dwarfith Kimos know how to defend thenifelves bravely, and repel by force thofe 
“ w'ho have the temerity to attempt to penetrate into the valley where they refide, and 
“ to which accefs is extremely ditficuh 

“ Remou/:ai, who, in quality of captain, followed the father of the Chief Maimbou, 
in the two unfortunate expeditions which he undertook againft thefe people, in order 
“ to carry away a part of their flocks, and afterwards fell them at Fort Dauphin, told 
“ me, that he owed his fafety merely to the knowledge he had of the high and fteep 
“ mountains by which their valley is furrounded. Remouzai had been feveral times 
“ among the Kimos, and was employed as a guide by Maimbeu’s father, when he 
“ ventured to attack them. The firft incurfion had no fuccefs, but the fecond was 
“ much more fatal : Maimbou’s brother was killed ; his fiuall army w'as put to fliglit ; 
“ and the number of thofe who efcaped thefe pigmies was very iaconliderable. Not- 
wilhllanding all my refearches, 1 could never find any perfon except Remouzai, 
“ who was able to give me any certain accounts refpefting thefe two incurfions. „ 

“ Maimbou, with whom I had a good deal of imercourfe, for the purpofe of pro- 
“ curing provifions to Fort Dauphin, was not old enough to accompany his fattier in 
“ this expedition ; but he had conceived fuch an averfion to the Kimos, that he fell 
“ into a violent paflion whenever I mentioned them in his prefence ; and he wilhed me 
to exterminate that race of Apes, for fuch was the injuriotts appellation which he 
** always bellowed upon them, 

“ A chief of the Mahalfalles, a people refiding near the Bay of St. Auguffine, who 
“ came from a chief in the neighbourhood of the fort, with a v w , of exchanging filk 
“ and other merchandize for oxeri, faid, in the hearing of ci; of my officers, that he 
had been feveral times in the country of the Kimos, and that he had even carried 
on war againft them. This chief added, that for fome years, ihefe people haJ b.?en 
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' “ harafled by their neighbours, who had burnt feveral of their villages. He boafted, 
“ alfo, of having in his poflbflion a man and a woman of that race, who he fdd were 
“ about the age of twenty, or twenty-five. 

. “ From the accounts of this chief and Remouzai, I am inclined to think, that the 

valley of the Kimos is abundant in cattle and provifions of every kind. Thefe 
“ little peopk are induftrious, and apply with much ikill and labour to the cultivation of 
“ the earth. Their chief enjoys a much more abfolute authority, and is more re- 
** fpcdecl, than any of the other chiefs in the different diftricts of Madagafcar. I was 
not able to learn the extent of the valley which they inhabit. I know only that it 
“ is furrounded by very high mountains ; that it is fituated at the diftance of lixty 
“ leagues to the north-weft of Fort Dauphin ; and that it is bounded on the weft by 
“ the country of the Matatancs. Their villages are built on the I’ummits of fmall 
“ Iteep mounts, which are fo much the more difficult to be afeended, as they have 
“ multiplied thofe obflacles that render approach to them almoft impradicable. 'I'he 
“ chief of the Mahaffalles and Remouzai did not agree refpeding two points 
“ which are particularly worthy of being afccrtalned. The general opinion of the 
“ people of Madagafcar is, that the Kimos women have no breafts, and that they 
“ nourifh their children with cows milk. It is afferted, alfo, that they have no men- 
“ ftrual flux *, but that at thofe periods when other women are fubjecl to this evacua- 
“ tion, the fkin of their body becomes of a blood-red colour. Remouzai affured me 
that this opinion was well founded ; but the chief of the Mahaffalles contradifted it. 
“ We muft, therefore, fufpend our judgment on this head ; and be cautious in giving 
credit to phainomena which appear to deviate fo much from general rules, and to 
" extend to a certain number of individuals only. ' 

“ I procured a Kimos woman, who was taken in war, feme years ago, by a chief 
“ of the province of Mandrarey. This woman is rather of a tall flature, confulering 
the general meafure allowed to the females of her nation ; yet her height does not 
exceed three feet feven inches. She is between thirty and thirty-two years of age ; 
“ ' her arms are very long ; her hands have a great refemblance to the paws of an ape ; 
“ and her bofom is as flat as that of the Icaneft man, without the leaft appearance of 
“ breafts. My little Kimos was remarkably thin and meagre when fhe arrived at Fort 
“ Dauphin ; but when flie was able to gratify her voracious appetite, flie became ex- 
** tremcly lufly ; and I am of opinion, that when fhe is in her natural ffate, her fea- 
“ tures will be well worth a careful obfervation. I'he chief who fold me this Kimos 
woman told me, that he had a Kimos man at home, and that he would endeavour 
“ to fend him to me. 

“ Had the enterprife I undertook a few months ago fucceeded better, I fiiould cer- 
“ tajinly have embraced the opportunity of fending to France a male and female of 
thefe pigmies ; but I hope to be more fortunate in future. It is certainly nothing 
“ wonderful to meet with dwarfs in a country fo vail and extenfive as the ifland of 
Madagafcar, the furface of which contains various climates, and abounds with a 
“ multitude of different produftions ; but a i*eal race of pigmies, living in fociety, is 
“ a phanomenon that (tannot well be paffed over in filence.” 

To thefe accounts of M. de Modave, and M. de Commerfon, might be added that 
of an officer who procured a Kimos, whom, as he told me, he' wiflied to carry to France ; 
but M. de Surville, who commanded the veffel in which he had taken his paffage, 
would not permit him. " 
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Of the North-East Part of MaWgascar. 

THE iiortli-eafl: part of the iflancl of Mada^^afcar is a rich magazine for the colonies 
in the Ifles of France and Bourbon. The moit frequented ports in tiiis part, arc Foule- 
pointe, f t. Mary, and the Bay of y\ntongi]. It is in thefe three places tftat the French 
have attempted to form all their eflablifhments. A foldier in the fervice of the Eafl-lndia 
Company, whofe name vi^as Bigorne, gave me foinc interefting information refpeding 
the fettlements of the pirates in thefe diftrids. This man had gained the affeftion of 
the iflanders, and by a long rcfidence amongft tljem ' ad acquired a kind of influence 
over thefe people, from which the directors of the liles of France and Bouib. ii, for 
a long time, derived great advantages. It was from this man that 1 procured the greater 
part of my knowledge refpeding the productions, as well as the maimers and cuftoms 
of the inhabitants of the north-eaft part of Madagafcar, 

Idle inhabitants of this coaft are flill better, and more humane than ihofe of the 
province of Carcanofli. Thefe harmlefs people ufe neither locks nor bolts, and fhnt the 
doors of their bonfes with nothing elfc than thorns, or the branches of trees. Were 
they even filled with riches, they would leave them in the fame manner, nor entertain 
any dread of their being robbed. Their houfes, however, are conllruQcd only of leaves 
and mats, which might be broke through without much diflicully. 

The pirates, who carried on their depredations in the Indian feas, alarmed at the 
great preparations which were making to put an end to their robbery, took refuge on 
the north-caft coafi: of Madagafcar. It ap])ears that they formed their eflablifliment 
at the ifle of Nofl'y-llibrahim, named by the French St. Mary. One of the extremi* 
ties of this ifland reaches within eleven leagues of Foulepoinle, and the other extends 
to the Bay of Antongil. 

By conirafting alliances with the iflandei*s, the pirates gained their confidence and 
friendfliip. It may, perhaps, appear furprifing that men who followed fo infamous 
a profeflion fliould not have been more detelled. This foreign lap 1 beemne to them 
and their children a new country : they alfumed its nramiers, and adopted its cuf- 
toms. In fertile and rich regions, abounding in every thing neceflary for fubfilfence, 
it is almoJft impoflible to find any advantage by attacking the property of another ; fince 
the only riches of the inhabitants are thofe of the foil, and the foil belongs in common 
to all. It is not aflonifhing, therefore, that pirates returning continually to this place 
of fhclter to repair and re-vidlual their fhips, Ihould be favourably received by the Male- 
gaclies, fince they fhared in their opulence, without knowing how they acquired it. 
They compared the condurt of thefe wretches with that of the crews of fevcial 
European vefl'els, and the comparifon was by no means favouiable to the latter, *.vho 
had more than once procured refrefliments by force, and who had excrcifed the moft 
barbarous cruelties againft the natives, burning their villages, or deltroying them with 
their cannon, when they did nut bring them oxen, fowls, and rice, as txpeditioully 
as they required. The people of Foiilepointe have not yet forgotten, and ioften 
relate, that at the beginning of this century, the crew of an Foiopean velTel invited 
a multitude of the iflanders into a large tent, and the moment it was filled, the 
timber- work fell down, io that by this ftratagem the Eiiro))eans w^ere able to 
feize a great number of them, whom they made Haves. W re I difpofed to pafs 
over fuch crimes in filence, I Oiould think it uieful to muki. mention of them, in . 
order to fhew how many evils and atrocities our European predeceflurs have Jeft 
us to repair. 

Ihe 
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The pirates continued their depredations with fuccefs till the year 1722; but, at 
this period, feveral natipns, alarmed by the enormous lolTes which their commerce fuf- 
tained, united together to deliver the Indian feas from the oppreflion of thefe formida- 
ble tyrants, who had feized a large Portuguefe veflel, in which were count de Rtceira 
and the archbifliop of Goa, and the fame day another veflel which carried tliirty-two 
guns. Both thefe valuable prizes were captured before the Ifle of Bourbon. 

The pirates, accuftomed to war, and elated with their fuccefs, made a long and 
defperaie refiflance. Before they w'ere extirpated it was neceflary to bring a confider- 
able force againft them ; to terrify them by the feverelt punilhment, and to purfue them 
through the moll: imminent dangers, even to the place of their retreat, where they 
were obliged to fet fire to their vellcls : — fuch were the fevere means employed to clear 
the Indian leas of thefe plunderers, who had infelled them from the time that Vafeo 
de Gama opened a palTage to India, by the Cape of Good Hope. The entire deflruc- 
tion of their maritime forces prevented the pirates from interrupting commerce any 
more, and compelled them to quit the wretched eftabliflnnent which they had formed 
at St. Maiy, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Madagafcar. 

Thefe banditti, however, being thus forced to renounce their former w'andering 
kind of life, began to think of fignalizing thcmfelves by new a£ls of atrocity. As they 
could no longer exercife w'ith advantage their infamous entployment, in fertile coun- 
tries where all property is confounded, and being too inferior in munber to fubdue the 
iflanders, one would have thought that no other means of doing mifehief were left for 
them than to attempt to promote difeord among the inhabitants : but had they con- 
fined^themfelvcs merely to the exciting of quarrels and war among the Malegaches, 
this flame probably would have been foon extinguiflied ; and when tranquillity had en- 
abled thefe iflanders to fee their real interefts, they would certainly not have failed 
to attack the pirates, and to be revenged on them for their perfidy. It was necelTary, 
therefore, for the fuccefs of their pernicious defigns, that tliey Ihould render war 
advantageous to thefe people ; and the fale of prifoners, that is to fay, a trade in flaves, 
anfwered two ends to them, that of fomeming and perpetuating divifions among the 
Malegaches, and that of procuring a new mode of enriching thcmfelves, and of caufing 
them to be courted and protedted by European nations, who favoured this dcteftable 
traffic. By this new crime the pirates terminated their courfe of robbery — a crime 
which depopulates and ftill defolates the ifland of Madagafcar. This deflrudlive 
fcourge, fince the moment of its birth, has not ceafed a moment to acquire new degrees 
of vigour and adlivity. It would be as difficult to foretell the period when it will end, 
as to eflimate the ravages to which it has given rile. Of all the evils and all the 
diforders occafioned by the pirates, the greatefl, without doubt, is that of having 
introduced the Have-trade into Madagafcar j and yet I fliould think 1 difgraced my 
pen, did I allow myfelf to trace out the picture of the atrocious cruelties they exerciled, 
and the infamous flratagems they pra£tifed. The flave-trade is an inllitution fo much 
the more abominable, as the evils which it produces are fcarcely felt by thofe W'ho derive 
profit* from them. It would ftem as if it required long lludy and meditation to dif- 
cover that liberty is connefted with the elfence and dignity of man ; and that it is 
the height ofinjultice to have converted it, if I may ufe the expreffion, into a I'aleable 
commodity. If this truth does npt make that impreffion which it ought on en- 
lightened nations, and force them to proferibe flavery, how can they flatter them- 
•felves that it will be perceived by favages involved in tfie darknefs of ignorance ? We 
cannot, therefore, be furprized that the Malegaches, ftruck with the advantages which 
they cofltinually derive from the fale of flaves. Hill entertain a grateful remembrance 
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of thefe infamous men, to whom they think they are indebted forthe greater, part of their 
riches. , 

Before thefe banditti eftahliftied theinfelves in the ifland, ^rrle and flieep were of 
no value. Rice and various kinds of provifions had no other price than d at which was 
affixed on them by navigators ; and it even appears, that during the time ol their piracy, 
they fpeut in drunkennefs anti debauchery, on their return from every^ expedition, the 
fruits of their long voyage'. 

Want of forefight is not uncommon among men accuftomed a wandering and 
diflipated life. ‘The extreme profufion of thefe profligates is, therefore, no matter of 
furprife ; but being more deceitful than prodigal, > is no wonder that they always 
carefully endeavoured to conceal from thefe iflanders the impure fource from which 
they derived their riches. This, perhaps, is the only point on which tlvy wcie forced 
to be prudent, under pain of incurring the hatred of thefe people, whofe friendfhip 
it was their intereft to preferve. 

A recital of their lliamoful and dcteflable robberies would have carried terror and 
alarm into thof; countries, where the leaft of thefe crimes was punifhed with death. 
It is not to be doubted that the Malegaches would have exterminated fuch dangerous 
guefls had they been fully acquainted with their vicious inclinations ; but fmee their 
memory is no.* execrated, and has not left in the minds of thefe j^eople any traces of 
their infamy, they mufl have feduced them by a profound diffimulation, and a deceit- 
ful appearance of confidence and afli'edtion. And how could favages poffefs fufHcient 
knowledge of mankind to be able to unmafk villains, exerciled from their infancy in 
talfehood and cunning, and whofe intereft it was to conceal, or difguife the greater 
part of their vices ? ' 

I confefs.that this explanation alone can afford fatisfuiftion, after the vain efforts 
which 1 made on the fpot, with a view to difeover the true caufe of that kind of refpeft, 
or rather veneration, which the Malegaches entertain for the memory of thefe infamous 
plunderers. 

It was not at r’;e time when the pirates were employed folely in ravaging the Indian 
feas that they were able to occafion great diforder at Madagai'e..r ; their Itay in that 
ifland was always very Ihort, and being obliged to repair their velfels fpcedily, and 
to procure provifions, they could not think of fowing divifion among thefe people, 
who might have revenged theinfelves during their abfence on tHcir women and 
children, and have entirely ruined their eftablifhments ; and it was only at certain 
periods that they could give themfelves up to all the cxcelTes of drunkennefs and de- 
liauchery. But when they were forced to renounce their infamous profelfion, they 
followed a j>lan of life entirely dill'erent. I'heir views then were dire«Sted towards 
the means of recovering a part of thofe riches which they had impi udcntly diflipated, 
and to feeure the protection of the Europeans by opening to them a branch oi com- 
merce, with the extent and importance of which they were well acquainted. Thefe 
profligates, therefore, were the firft who introduced the flave-trade into the north-eaft 
part of Madagafcar. This we are told by all the traditions of the cotintry, and it was 
confirmed to me by La Bigorne. It was not, however, vithout caufmg mucl^ trouble 
and diforder that they were able, about the year 1722, to ovi .come the averfion which 
the Malegaches had for .that horrid traffic. Before this epoch feveral' European (hips 
had made vain efforts to induce them to fell their prifoners and malefaiSIors. Their 
negociations for this purpofe, inftead of being attended w>' fuccefs, were rejeifted 
with indignation, and Ibmetirties puniflied in an exemplary manner, when they ven- 
tured to employ ftratagem or force. The pirates were too well acquainted with the 
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H.trepld fpir\i; of the Mulegachcs to ufe thefe means ; and they were fenfible that they 
were too few in number (o fubdue them, or to didlate to them concerninc; a trade which 
they deteded. The lead violence, in this refpeft, would have occafioned their deftruc- 
tion ; and with flill more certainty that of their wives and children. The furefl; 
way of accompli/hing their end, therefore, was to kindle up amongfl thefe people the 
flames of difcoijd ; and, taking advantage of their intelline wars, to prevail on them 
to difpofe of their priloners, who, on account of their number, could not fail of being 
a burthen to them* But it was of the utmoft importance to the luccefs of their views, 
in the midfl; of thefe difordtrs, to be on a good footing with both parties, and to 
afluine in appearance the oflice of mediators. It was requifite, alfo, that they Ihould 
wait for a favourable opportunity, or at lead a plaufible pretext for putting their odious 
plot in execution, and this was not long wanting. 

The Bethalimenes, a people in the interior part of the country, had quitted their 
villages, and had flocked in great numbers towards the place where the pirates lived, 
with a view of procuring different articles of commerce, which they confidered either 
as ufeful or convenient. They particularly fought for the beautiful duffs of India, 
^^Mafulipatam handkerchiefs, muffins, and fome other kinds of goods of Id's value. 
The inhabitants on the fea-coad, known under the name of Antivarres and Mani- 
voulefe, beheld thefe drangers amongd them with great pleafurc ; and they would 
have thought themfclves deficient both in that holpitality and afledion which they 
owed to the pirates, had they in the lead interrupted their commerce, or prevented 
them from procuring fuch cattle and provifions as were neceffary for viclualling 
their fliips. 

The Bethalimenes, who are a more economical and courageous people than the 
Antavarres and the Manivoulefe, w'hen they faw that the fource of the wealth of 
the pirates was exhauded, by the abfolute dedrudion of their marine, began to pre- 
pare for returning to their villages with their riches. The Atitavarrcs and the Ma- 
nivoulefe would not have oppofed their departure, had not the pirates ufed their ut- 
mod endeavours to excite them to plunder, by reprefenting to them, that thefe valua- 
ble efl'cds which ought to be the reward of their labour and attachment, would be for 
ever lod to them, if they fuffered them to be carried away, and difperled in the inte- 
rior parts of the country. After a long refidance, founded folely on that refpett which is 
due to hofpitality, the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe fuffered theml'elves to be overcome, 
and hurried into an uujud war. This cruelVar gave rife to all thofe which afterwards 
deluged the north-ead part of Madagafcar with blood. Before that period thefe people 
lived in peace, and thofe petty clivifions of little importance which are infcparable from all 
focieties, never were of long duration, and left behind them no traces of aniniolity. 
The pirates were artful enough never to be feen in the armies of the Antavarres and the 
Mani,'foulefe, without aduming the appearance of the dricltd neutrality. They, how- 
ever, fold at a very high price to thefe pcojffe, who were their friends, arms and war- 
like ammunition ; but while they refufed the like aflidance to the Bethalimenes, they 
fecretly advifed (hem, in the mod treacherous manner, to exchange with an Euro- 
pean vdff'el, newly arrived at Foulepointe, their prifoners for fire-arms and ammuni- 
tion. The Bethalimenes^j highly irritated at the exceffes committed by the Antavarres 
and the Manivoulefe againd them, eagerly followed this adt?;ce. By making a brave 
defence they had taken a great number of prifoners ; and as thefe prifoners were a 
burthen to them, they faw it would be advantageous to fell them, in order to procure 
flre-arms, which were neceffary to repel the attacks of their enemies. 

,5 
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The Betlialimencs were extremely thankful to the pirates for having taught them 
how to make the Antavarres and the Manivoulefe repent of their injuftice, by ena- 
bling them to procure arms and ammunition, fufficient to intimidate thefe d' iturbers of 
their tranquillity. I'hey even fuund themfelves much better provided with thefe ar- 
ticles than their enemies, who were now no longer in a condition to throw any ob- 
itacles in the way of their departure. Thefe fame iilanders, therefore, wAo had always 
fhewn the moft invincible repugnance to fell their prifoners, fuddenly changed their 
principles on this point ; and yet thefe people confider us as cannibals. The efforts 
which the Europeans had incelfantly made to procure f!aves, either by force or ftrata* 
’ gem, contributed not a little to confirm them in this t . favourable opinion. The ene- 
mies of the whites, wliofe number was very confiderable, took a plcafuro iu giving 
ftrength to this odious calumny ; and I may venture to afftrt, that it lias been per- 
petuated in luch a manner, from generation to generation, that it Hill fubfiffs. If any 
method can be devifed of deftioyiiig lb degrading an accufation, it certainly niuft be by 
carefully educating amongft us foiiie young Mtdecalfes, and afterw^ards lending them 
back to their owJi country. When they have become acquainted with our manners, 
our arts, and our indullry, we may eafily infpire them with quite contrary fentiments. 
However little \ve^ rt fleet on the lalutary coiifcqucnces that would eniue Irom fuch a 
plan, it v/ill appear aifonidting that it has been !o long ucgleflcJ. 

If I have allowed myleii to pafs over in hlencc the long feries of war which from 
that e])och never ccaild to defolatc the nonhcni part of Madagafcar, i cannot help 
obferving, that the pirates alone kindled up amongft thefe iilanders the ilaines of dil- 
cord ; and, at the I'anio time, conciliated the affedions of the Antavarres and fhe 
Ma.nivoulefe, as well as that of the Belhaliracncs. 

After this, the Europeans no hmger difdained to feck their protedion. The pub- 
lic falc of prifoners ferveJ to foment the Haines of their hatred and vengeance ; and 
thefe two icouryes united let no othf bounds to their ravages than the entire depo- 
pulation OT an i;auui, cekbraitd by its extent and prodigious fertility. What a num- 
ber of vicliii.s facriiiced to the infatiable avarice of a few phinde.rr'- ! 

Yc juft and compaliionatc, behold what it has coft, in blood and crimes, to bring 
your colonics to that kind of profperity, the greater part of the advantages of which 
you daily hear exaggerated ; as if that profperity, always precarious, were not more 
apparent than real ; lince the opulence of a few is founded ordy on the mifery and flavery 
of the multitude. 

The Have-trade, after having ferved to cHablini the power of the pirates, was of 
no utility to their children. 

Tamfimalo, I'on to tlte daughter of a powei lul chief, by an old pirate, celebrated 
for his cunning and dcprcilaftoiis, feized tl;e fuvcreigii power after the death ol -his 
father. His reign was lignalizcd by no extiaordinat y event, but his memory ir Hill 
venerated amongft thefe people; and his refpcctcd aflies repofe at St. Mary, where they 
were depofited in the year 1745, which was the period of Ids dvailh. 

Tamlimalo w'as fucceedeJ by his fon John Ilarre ; but his pow'er was very limii;cd ; 
and his mifeondudi: rendered him defpicabie in the eyes of I:’ fubiedls. He made 
choice of Foulepoinfc for thcqtlace of his refulence, and left the gn\crnment*of St. Mary 
to his mother and his lifter, ‘the latter of whom was known ivudc the name of Betie. 
A little time after the death of Tamlimalo, the Eall-India Com' ,uy formed an efta- 
blifliment at St. Mary, and M. Goffe was ordered to take poilt i-.on oi that illand in 
the name of the company. In this ceremony, M. Goffe was accompanied by Befte, 
the daughter of Tamlimalo, and the w idow of John Ilarre, though this honour, ac- 
voL. XVI. 5 G curding 
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cording to the ufagcs of the country, belonged to the widow of Tamfimalo, whofe 
fovereignty was acknowledged. This haughty and imperious woman, highly offended 
at that kind of difdain and negleft witli which Goffe h^emcd to treat her, fwore that 
fhe would be revenged on him for fo open an iiifult offered to her dignity. For a long 
time Goffe defpifed her anger and threats but this conduct was far from being pru- 
dent ; and nilght have brought great misfortunes upon the eftablilhmcnt entrufted to 
his care. Obllinate fevers, and epidemical difeafes, loon after weakened the colony, 
and reduced it to a very languifliing condition during the latter end of autumn. The 
dlreftors of the Tfle of France were obliged, therefore, to fend new recruits annually, 
to repair the Ioffes which were occafioned by tiie infalubrity of the iiland. The mor- ' 
tality became fo great towards the conclufion of the year, that it was then called the 
Grave of the French. The greateft care, it is true, was taken to fend no perfons thither 
to fettle except fuch as could occafion little hurt to fociety, if they perifhed. 

If Goffe was deficient in attention to the widow of Tamfimalo, he neglected, as we 
are affured, no means of pleafmg Betie. This charming young woman to an agree- 
able figure added a pleafaut difpofition ; and the iflandeis entertained a much (Irongcr 
affeftion for her than for her mother. Betie was not iufenfihle to the attachment of 
Goffe ; and fhe more than once difconcerted the fatal projc£ls of her mother againft 
the French : but bounds were at length fet to her zeal, over which it was impoflible 
for her to pafs. 

Tamfimalo’s widow accufed Goffe of having dared to difturb the alhes of her huf- 
band, and of carrying awtiy the riches fhut up in his tomb. I'his accufation, whether 
jufi: or unjull, excited fuch a fermentation that the dellruftion of the French was from 
that moment irrevocably decreed. The illanders fell upon their cftabliflimcnt, fet fire 
to it, and made a general maffacre of its inhabitants. As loon as this fatal event, which 
took place on Chriftmas eve 1754, was known at the Ifle of France, an armed veffel 
received orders to proceed to the entrance of port St. ]\Iary, and to punilh the illanders 
with the utmoft feverity. The punifhment inflided on them was indeed terrible ; a 
number of villages were burnt, and fevcral large piroguas filled with the natives were 
funk. That in which the widow of Tamfimalo embarked, made ftrong efforts to gain 
the Bay of Antongil, and to efcape from the boats fent in purfuit of her : but in I'pite 
of every exertion they got near enough to fire upon it. Tumfimalo's widow was killed; 
feveral of thofe who accompanied her fliared the fame fate ; and the refl, among whom 
was her daughter Betie, were taken prifoners. When Betie was carried to the Ifle of 
France, fhe juftified herfclf before tlie fupreme council, by proving that her mother 
alone had been the caufe of the maflacre of the French. She fliewcd, at the fame time, 
that her connexion with Goffe had endangered her life ; and that Ihe could no longer 
b6 in fafety at St. Mary, as fhe had loft, by her attachment to the French, and the 
efforts which flie had made to favc them, the confid<?nce and afl'edlion^ of the illanders. 
The fupreme council of the Ifle of France, convinced of the innocence of this young 
woman, fctit her to her brother John Harre, at Foulepointe, with confiderable prefents, 
req.'iefting her to employ every means poffible to re-elfablifli peace and concord between 
the natives of that diftriO; and the French. Thefe people, terrified J)y the ravages 
exercifed at St. Mary, had retired to the interior parts ofc the country ; all commeice 
was fufpended ; and the wants of the Ifle of France requifed that every method fhould 
bepurfued to revive it. Betie, by the great afcendancy Ihe had over her brother, being 
the properelt perfon to accomplilh this lalutary cud, .(he united, for that purpofe, with 
Bigorne, an intelligent and aOiive man, who had been a foldier in the fcrvice of the 
Fafl'lndla company. 

In 



HOCRON’S VOYAGE TO MADAGASCAR. 


773 , 

In a little time, Biporne learned the Malegache language ; and by an open and fteady 
condudt won the afFefthm of the iflanders. To his care and aftivity the colony was in- 
debted for the re-eflablifhmentof its commerce. Among all the honourabk teftimonics 
of gratitude vdtich were rendered to him for thisfervice, the moft diftinguiflied is that 
of M. Poivrc, who, in 1758, was an eye-witnefs to the good condufb of thij brave foldier. 
'j’hat celebrated adniinlftrator, whofe fuffragcs cannot be fufpccted of prejudice or par- 
tiality, has often, in my prefence, paid the higheft compliments to this man, whofe 
memory is ftill rcfpecled among the iflanders of Madagafcar. The influence which he 
had over the minds of thefe people, was however moi owing to the goodnefs of his 
charafter than to his eloquence. 

The fpeeches which he made to thefe people, in theii’ grand aflemblies calle 1 palabres, 
were not to be compared to thofe of the Malegache orators. M. Poivre, who aflifted at 
fevcral of thefe aflemblies, often told me, that the natural eloquence of the Malegaches 
was truly aftonifliing. He took delight in relating even the molt minute particulars of a 
grand pnlabre, at which all the neighbouring chiefs, and an immenfe multitude of 
people, were ])refent, in order to form a treaty of commerce with the commiflaries of 
the French F.aft -India company. 

The following,is, in a few words, the account of it which he gave me: 

The orator, after faluting all the chiefs, advanced towards the French ; made a pro- 
found bow to them, and addreflang himfclf to Bigorne, faid : “You know, Bigorne, 

“ that for more than eight years the white men have come hither to trade with the 
“ Malegaches ; and can you fay that a white man was ever killed by any of our 
“ nation ? 

“ We have always received you, not only as brothers, but even as the lords of the 
“ countr}^ 

“ When the French alked from us oxen and rice, did we ever refufe them ? 

“ When they wilhed to raife paiift. ’ s, and to conftrudl houfes, have we not gone. 
“ to the foreits to procure timber necelTary for that purpofe ? 

“ Have thofe who came hither before you, Bigorne, or thofe wno are here now, 
“ ever had any caufe of complaint againft us ? Have they not drawn water from our 
“ fountains ? Have they not cut down the trees of our forefts, without any man at 
Foulepoirite afking them — why do you fo ? The people in the fouth, as well as thofe 
in the north, and more recently flill thofe of St. Mary, mafl'acred the French, and 
“ made war upon them : but thole of Foulepointc never attacked any of them ; on the 
contrary they have given them every affiflance in their power, and they have at all 
“ times teftified their kindnefs and friendfhip towards them. 

“ Are the chiefs at Foulepolnte then lefs powerful than their neighbours ? 

La Bigorne, they are more fo. — Do they fear to carry on war againft the whitlS;^ ? 
“ —No . — Wh<j^ dare make war on John Ilarre, the illuftrious Ion of Tamfimalo, pur 
“ fovereign and our father ? 

** What are the white men who would be rafh enough to attack thofe formidable 
** and invincible chiefs, here prel'ent, Marouat, Ramiji, and Ramatao f 
“ Would we not Ihed even the laft drop of our blood in their ii.pport ? 

** It is to our friendfhip, therefore, and to our goodnefs of heart alone, that the 
** French are indebted for the kind treatment which they have c.' perienced at Foule- 
pointe, fince they firft frequented that port. 

“ Let us now examine the conduft of the French towards us’. 

Why, Bigorne, hall thou erefted a palifadc of large flakes, much more extenfi''e 
“ and ftronger than that which was erefted formerly, without having deigned to afk 
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** perimffion of John Harre and the other chiefs ? In this haft thou followed the ancient 
“ ufageS Speak — Anfwer — Haft thou offered them the fmalleft prefent ?•— But you 
“ obferve filence — You blulh — You are confcious of your guilt — You look towards 
“ them — You beg forgivenefs — Here, in thy name, I afk John Ilanc, our fovereign, 
“ who prefi(k;:s over this illuftrious aflembly, and thefe generojis and invincible chiefs, 
^ to, pardon thy imprudence. We love thee, Bigorne; but never in future, abufe our 
^ aO'eftion — Swear that thou wilt never commit the like faults — Such errors will for 
“ ever alienate from thee, without hopes of return, the hearts of the inhabitants of 
“ Foulepointe ; and to preferve them, take an oath that our intcrefts and yours fliall he 
“ hereafter the fame. Aik, then, of your chiefs here affcmhled, why, fince the arrival 
“ of the laft feven lliips, the captains have ftill ncglccled to make the ufual prelciits, 
“ which ferve to promote a good underflanding in thole exchanges which the whites 
“ wilh to make with the Malcgac'ics ? Why have not thefe vellcls brought cffccls to 
“ pay the debts contra<ffed above a year ago by the Frciich ? 

“ We have fold them, on credit, according to the rules e.f fair dealing, provifions 
“ of every kind, without any other lecuriry than fuiall bits of p.tj'.er, which conttiined, 
“ as you affured us, a promife of being paid in three moons. Why has this foleiiiu 
“ promife remained till the prefent day undii'charged ? 'i'iiis certainly, is compelling us 
“ to give up all commerce with tiic whites, or at lead to entirely withdraw' that confi- 
f‘ deuce which w'e had in their words and oaths. 

“ A large veffelw'hich touched here laft year was in the moft urgent want of pro- 
“ yifions, without having elfecls neceffary to purchale tliem. The merchants ol Foulc- 
“ pointc, however, fupplied the crew' w'ith o.\cn and rice, and at llie lame price at 
“ which they could have bought them for really money. 

“ They promifed to fend us payment by the firlt veftel which fitould come from the 
“ Ille of France. Since that period twelve have arrivcil ; but they all refufed to pay 
“ this juft debt. 

“ Will you now fay, Bigorne, that the people of Foulepointe Jiave behaved clif- 
“ honeftly to the French ? 

“ Will you fay alfo, that, in giving a trade-niulket in exchange for an ox, you pay 
“ too dear ? 

“ Will you fay that two yards of blue cloth is the juft value of a mcafure of rice, 
“ weighing fifty pounds? You either think us very ignorant of the price of provifions 
“ at the Ille ot France, or you have formed the mad project of giving laws to us in- 

Head of receiving them. 

“ Is it not true,” continued tlte orator, addrcHiiig himfelf to the Alfcmbly, “ that 
‘‘ you wilh to deal w'ith thefe ftrangers hereafter on julter and more equitable terms ?” 

,‘Fhe affembly teftified by a general and tumultuous acclamation, that tb.is was their 
defire. 

Bigorne then wilhed to elevate hi.s voice ; but the orator commanded him to be filcnt; 
and refumed his difcourfe,,by the order of John Harre and the other chiefs. 

, ‘*"The following,” faid he, “ are the conditions preferibed by the merchants ol Foule- 
“ pointe : The mealure of rice lhall be diminilhed, w'hcn, in meafuring it, the whites 
“ endeavour to heap up the rice, by knocking on the botl^pm of the meaiure, in order 
“ to increafe its contents : they<w'ill not fuffer the ineafure to be heaped as heic- 
“ tofore.” 

This obfervation made the affembly fmile. 

“ An ox lhall no longer be given in exchange for a paltry tradc-fiifee : a good foldicr s 
“ mulkct lhall be the price of an ox.’’ 
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“ A piece of blue cloth lhall contain two yards, according to the ancient meafure.' 

" The bambou of powder lhall be increafed in fuch^'a manner, that three bambous 
“ fliall contain an hundred charges for a mulket. 

“ The people of Foulepointe, who ferve the wliitcs in quality of fcullionst or domeltics, 
“ fliall receive a trade-fufee as wages for thirty days fervice.” 

After this the orator, addrefling the chiefs and the afll-mbly, faid, Are not thefe 
“ your lateft wiflies?” — The cry of “ Ye.-)” ilicn rcfounded from all quarters, idlpr-’ 
mixed with fliouts of praife and approbation. ^ 

When this noife Iiad fubfided, the orator cried out with a voice like thunder, “ You 
“ hear, liigorne, the wilh of the Fahibre ; it ihc tnw of the chiefs, it is the defire 
“ of the people who trade with the whites. I'.xpl.iin fully to your inafters \ 'h 1 1 have 
“ jull now propofed. — If they accept thefe conditions, we (hall confirm me treaty by 

a foleiun facfihcc. If they will not accept it, they may depart. We have no pro- 
“ vifious to give them.” 

Tiigorne tranflated word for word to M. Poivre the fpeech which I have here related ; 
and the latter was oliliged to interpole his authority, in order to prevent him from 
reproaching the orator lor his vehciuence. Bigorne was not acculloincd to be treated 
\\ith fo little ^ceremony by thefe pe.qile; and this Icflon I'cemed to hurt him the 
more, as it was given before oflicers honoured with the confidence of the Eall-India 
CAUiipany. 

M. Foivre, on the contrary, beheld the energy of thefe favages with pleafurc. He 
was llruck with tlie lorcc and folklity of their reafoning ; but, being intrufted with 
the ihterelfs (d tf'c company, ii was not in his power to make any alteration in the 
iifna! price of ])ro\iiio!j'''.. 11c ordered Bigorne to communicate this to the aflembly ; 

and to aliure them, ai tlie fame time, that the merchants at Foulepointe would be im- 
mediately and gcncrouily paid for all the commodities with which they had fupplieci 
the French. He likewile granted augmentation of f'.Iary to ihofe domeftics wh.o 
were in tiic lervicc ol the whites ; and accomp.uiied all liis promifes with the molt 
polite e-xpreihons, and fucli as were likely to awaken tiit- fk nfib’’hvof the chiefs. Whilft 
he thus treated them as Ineiids and brothers, he recommended peace and concord to 
them, in the llrongelt terms ; and gave them to uiulerflamJ, tliat the condutt of all 
thole whites who iliould not entertain the fame fentlinents and refpect for them, would 
be generally difapproved. Tlie fpeecii of M. Poivre, delivered in the Mtdegachc lan- 
guage by Bigorne, feeined to make more impreflion on the orator than on the aflem- 
bly ; and it was only in confequence ol the advice given by the former, that the treaty 
was agreed upon by a general acclamation. 

Tile concluuon of this ti\aty was a matter of the utincll iinpo: 'ance. The wants 
of tlte velfels were urgent: for, as they contained fix hunJ.eJ men, three* oxen 
a day, with a proportionable quantity of rice, were neccliary to iiipply them, with 
pfovifions. 

This treaty was ratified with the utmofl; fokmnity. The orator flaughtcred a viTIm j 
received the blood in an earthen veil’d ; and mixed with it fea-water, pimento, gun- 
flints broken, and bruifed very fine, and a fmall quantity of earth and gunpowder, 
inoiltened with or Ipirit made from the fiigar-cane. Two leaden bullets ferved 
him to pound thefe dilTercnt ingredients, in order to form a kind of beverage, which 
he wifhed the devil might convert into poifon fdr all thole \ ho, having drunk of ir, 
Ihould not adhere to their oath- He then took two lances. i . aflagays, and dipped the 
points of them in the liquor, while John Ilarre fprinkled a few drops of it upon the 
ground. 


The 
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' The oratcff, afterwards, taking a knife in his right hand, and firfl: Invoking the God 
of the whites, and then that 6f the blacks, begged them with a loud voice to infpirc 
into the hearts of both, peace, amity, concord, and fmcerity. 

Then ftriking with his knife the points ot the two affagays, which he had dipped 
into the liquor, he denounced the moft horrid malediftious and imprecations againft 
thofe who fhf>ul«^ infringe the treaty. 

JlLlf the whites,” faid he, “ break their oath, may this beverage become poifon to 
‘*”^em ; may thofe hurricanes .which rulh with fury from the four quarters of the 
** heavens, fall upon their veffcls ; may they be fwallowed up by the waves ; and may 
“ the bodies of thefe wicked men be torn by the formidable menders which inhabit 

the abylTes of the fea. 

“ Hear, John Harre — liften to the voice of the powerful genius who infpires me : 

“ Should the people of Foulepointe be fo bafe and fo worthlefs as to violate thi.s 
“ folemn treaty, may they perifli by the fword of the enemy ; may their bellies buift ; 

and may their filthy carcafes become food for the crocodiles, 

“ Mull not the invifible fpirit who prefides at this affetnbly be avenged ? Mufi: he 
“ not punilli the perjured, fince he receives their oaths ? All men, whether white or 

black, are before him ; all are fubjefted to his fupreme will ; and he requires from 
“ us all, under the pain of incurring punilhments equally terrible and fevere, the fame 
“ fidelity, and the fame fmcerity.” 

Rabefin (this was the name of the orator) pronounced thefe horrid imprecations 
three times ; and with fo much vehemence in his fpeech and gelturcs, that they made 
an impreflion upon the aflembly, of which it would be impoflible to convey an idea by 
words. 

Whilft the affembly were in this date of fear and terror, John Harre and the other 
chiefs with a trembling hand put about a fpoonful of their difguding liquor into a leaf 
of raven, and fwallowed it, w'ith tlie mod horrid grimaces. Their example was fol- 
lowed by the greater part of thofe who allldecl at the ceremony : but foine of the 
Frenchmen contented^themfelves with only feigning to do it, notwithdanding the preding 
invitation of Bigorne, who, without doubt, believed this ridiculous and difagrceablc 
farce ncctiTary, if not to the fuccefs, at lead to the folidity of the treaty. 

Rabefin then proceeded to facrifice the viftims ; and a grand fead, accompanied 
with dancing, mufic, and fports, terminated, rather in a noify but joyful manner, this 
celebrated palabre. I have deferibed the ceremonies pradJifed at this aflembly in pre- 
ference to any of thofe at which 1 adlded, merely becaufe it related to affairs of the 
utmod importance; and by doing fo I have, I think, attained the end which I ought 
to have had in view, that of tracing out a flight (ketch of the character and extraordi- 
nary cudoins of thefe people. 

Tlyi morning after the conclufion of the treaty, the market at Foulepointe was dored 
with every thing in abundance : the veffels, therefore, made hade to take in their 
quantity of providons ; which they did foon, and at a very fmall cxpence. 

When M. Poivre arrived in France, he gave a favourable account of La Bigorne’s 
condudt to the Ead-Indigi Company. La Bigorne was then only interpreter at Foule- 
, poinie; but on, the recommendation of M. Poivre, he received«a commillion to manage, 
in the whole ifland of Madagafcar, under the orders of the acTminidration of the Ifle of 
France, all ad'airs relating to trade and the viftualling of diips. #'hc Company had 
every veafou to be fatisfied with their choice ; for La Bigonie conduced himfelf with 
etjual prudence and ability, till the year 1762, when he was recalled to the Ifle of 
France becaufe he had made war on John Harre. We are affured that he exerted his 
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utmoft endeavours to preferve peace at Foulepointe ; but that he was, at length, obliged 
openly to fupport feveral chiefs, allies of the French, had cau'e to complain of 
the violence and depredations of John Harrc, whofc propenfity to vice an a 'debauchery 
increafed every day. 

The chiefs who were enemies to John Harre united together, in order to prevail 
on Bigorne to take the command of their armies. This brave folditf did not, how- 
ever, yield to their entreaties, but on conditions which muft have appeared vfery 
ftrange to the favages. He openly declared, that if he affumed the command of their 
troops, he would take the prudent precaution not ‘o expofe himftlf to the enemies 
fire ; becaufe his death would infallibly occafion .he deitruftion of thofe warriors 
who fought under his ftandards. A general, who, following only the i.cpuile of his 
courage, lufFers himfelf to be hurried into the thickefl: of the battle, is no longer able 
to difpofe his forces in the moft advantageous manner ; the army iS then ahfolutely 
without a chief; the combatants are confequeiitly thrown into diforder ; and chance 
only decides the victory. 

I do not know whetlier the McdccaflTes were ftruck wdth La Bigorne’s reafons. 
IVoplc without difciplinc, and who have no idea of the advantages which always refult 
from good order and perfect harmony, mufl; have believed that General Bigorne had 
more abilities than courage. However, after fliewing fome marks of aftonilhnient and 
furprife, they ranged themfelvcs under his banners. La Bigorne then made them go 
through fome very fimple manoeuvres; and finding them fubmifllve, and' refolved to 
execute his orders punctually, he led them towards the enemy. When the two armies 
were in fight of each other, be renewed his prohibition of beginning the combas until 
he had given the fignal. 

'i’he army of John Harre was more numerous and much ftronger than that of 
La Bigorne ; but the pofition of the latter feemed to promife him the moft complete 
viedory, fhould John Harre venture attack him. John Harre, not having fufficieiit 
abilities to judge of his difadvantageous fituatioii, cliarged the enemy with vigour j 
but he was repulfed in fo terrible a manner that he was obliged to Teek fafety by flight. 
This chief, therefore, who had hitherto been accounted invincible, was overcome 
merely by the fkilful difpofition of a man, who did not appear in the engagement, and 
who was even at fome diftance from the field of battle. 

John Harre, having afterwards learned that La Bigorne diredted the movements of 
the army which had defeated him, obferved, “ How could I defend myfelf againft the 
“ invifible fpirit of' a white man who attacked me? But, in order to be revenged, 
“ I will quit Foulepointe, and retire to the bay of Antongil. My removal from that 
“ port will alarm the merchants of Foulepointe ; the inaikets will no longer be fup- 

plied ; commerce will in the mean time fufl'er ; and La Bigorne’s chiefs will*i'ecall 
“ him to the Ifle of France. My departure from Foulcptiinte, tlierefore, feems lo'pro- 
“ mile me a fpeedy deliverance from my moft formidable enemy.” 

What Jolin Harre had predicted foon aftervv'ards took place. His defeat had oc- 
cafioned great forrow at Foulepointe ; and his departure pul an entire flop tp com- 
merce. Some of the chiefs, friends to Bigorne, made vain fiT rts to biing provifioiis 
to the markets ; for the ,merchaiits at Foulepointe oppofed them as .much as they 
could. The French vefl'els, which had come to that port for refp (hments, after endea- 
vouring, without e^dt, to reftore peace and concord fimong th( ■ people, were obliged 
to repair to the Ifle of Fr met , in a very deplorable ftatc, anu in the utinoft want of 
the moft common neceffarics. On their united complaints La Bigorne was recalled 
and difgraced : yet we are afTured that he was not guilty ; and that few men in his 

place 
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place wouldliave fufFercd fo long the oppreffive and infolent behaviour of John Harrc. 
I (hould be glad that I could believe this to be the cafe ; but his conduQ; v^ill always 
appear reprehcnfiblc to thofe who think they have no right to prefcribe rules and to 
give laws in a foreign country. 

However this may be. La Bigorne’s departure brought back John Harre to Foule- 
pointe. On his* arrival he met with a much better reception than he had any title to ex- 
peft ; and commerce foon began to refume its wmnted activity : but matters did not 
long remain in this tranquil fituation. The flames of difeord were not yet extinguifhed ; 
hatred and animoflty ftill continued to foment them ; but, at length, after a tedious 
war, the ifland of Madagafcar vyas delivered from this turbulent and formidable tyrant, 
who could live in peace neither with his allies nor his fubjeds. He was killed in 1767 
by the Manivoulefe ; and his fpoils ferved to enrich the enemy, and to augment their 
power. 

His fon Tanj't inherited only a fmall part of his father’s pofleflions, as he was too 
young not to be fatisfied with what was given him. Of the reign of tliis prince I fhall 
fay nothing, though I had an opportunity of being particularly acquainted with him ; 
for, as he had neither fpirit nor abilities, he never performed any adtion of fufficient im- 
portance to merit a place here. 

At the time when John Harre died, the Illcs of France and Bourbon were not under 
the diredfion of the Eaft India Company. The king hail refumed the management of 
them, and had appointed M. Poivre to beintendant of that colony. Bigorne then no 
longer found any obftacle to prevent his returning to Foulepointe, where his prefence, 
on account of certain circumdances, was become highly needfary. On his arrival he 
received from the inhabitants the moil flattering teftimonies of friciKlfln'p and efteem. 
The ftrong idea which the iflanders had before entertained of his talents and integrity, 
caufed him to be chofen arbiter of all their differences. He re-edabliflied peace in the 
northern part of Madagafcar ; and M. Poivre had nothing to bellow upon him but 
praifes for his good condudt. I was particularly acquainted wit it him, when 1 vifited 
Madagafcar in 176S, and I can fully certify that he deferved them. M. Poivre, who 
honoured me with his friendfhip and confitlence, being dcTirous of procuring for his 
celebrated garden at Montphi/ir, known at prefent by the name of ibc King's Boiunitril 
Garden in the IJle of Frame, the rareft and molt ufcful plants of that iiland, caft his eyes 
upon me as a perfon proper for making that valuable colleition. He, indeed, could 
not have given a richer preient to the colony entrufted to his care. This able admlnif- 
trator never fuft'ered a veflel to depart without requelting the captain, or fome intelligent 
officer, to bring him the various produdtions of the countries which they were going to 
vifit ; and this demand was always accompanied with proper inllructions. The garden 
of Mentplaifir thus became, in his hands, one of the richelt nurferies known, fince it 
conttiins the mofl; valuable plants of the four quarters of the world. 

On my arrival at Foulepointe I did not find La Bigorne ; and this difappointment 
gave me the more uneafinefs, as he was particularly enjoined to all'ord me every aflift- 
ance it? his power to accomplifli the objeft of my miflion. However, after examining 
the whole environs of Fo<iIcpointe, I fet out to join him at Mananharre, a village fituated 
at the entrance of the bay of Antongil. In my way thither I traverfed the ifland of 
St. Mary, where I remained as long as was neceflary for lludyihg its different produc- 
tions : and I did not reach Mananharre till the eighth day aftei||my departure from 
foulepointe. 

La Bigorne received me with every mark of attention, and gave me a variety of int 
formation^ of w’hich I have been here able to infert only a few (hort extratbs. With 
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him I vlfited the moft interefting places m the neighbourhood of the great bay of An-* 
tongil, and with him I faw thole aftonilhing quarries of rock cryfta!, the mades of 
which are fo enormous as almoft to forpafs belief. But let me not lofe figh*^ .of ray ob- 
je£l, and proceed to give an account of the eftablilhments formed by the French in the 
northern part of Madagafcar. 

I Ihall terminate what appeared to me moft remarkable on this fubjed^by an account 
of that of Benyowlki. This large eftablilhment, which was formed under the adminif- 
tration of M. de Boyues, coft an immenfe fum of money ; had no fuccefs ; and ended 
in a very tragical manner. 

, Benyowlki has been fo much celebrated that it may aot be here improper to give a 
lliort account of his principal adventures : but that I may not venture to lay a’’; thing 
without good authority, I Ihall tranfcribe the memoir which he delivered u) the gen- 
tlemen intrufted with the management of the Ille of France. This memoir was difperfed 
fo much throughout the colony, that it was eafy for me to procure a copy of it. I have 
not made the leaft corredion in it ; becaufe I thought it a matter of importance to ex- 
hibit in every point of view this audacious man, whofc fcandalous behaviour coft mil* 
lions to France, and brought new calamities on Madagafcar. 


Letter op Baron u’Alaijar, known at present under the name of 
Benyow'ski, to the Governor of the Isle of France. 

“ IT is with the utmoft pleafure and eagemefs, infpired by my zeal and the delire 
“ I have of ferving you, that I proceed to fatisfy you refpeding what you require 
“ of me. 

“ Born a Hungarian, of the illuftrious family of the barons de Benyowlki, 1 ferved 
“ in quality of general in the armies of the emprefs our fovereign. My father was of 

the Iioui'c of Aladar XIII. and my mother of that of the counts de Rerary; lam 
“ confequently a Pole by extradion. 

“ In 1765, the king of Poland, eledor of Saxony, being dead, and his kingdom 
“ invaded, I went to Warfaw, to fupport the interefts of a prince in the midft of 
“ trouble, and of the fubvevlion of celebrated ftatutes, and of the firft members of the 
“ ftate. The grandees of the Kingdom had been arrefted by a fecret order ; and as 1 
“ was of the party of the prince bilhop of Cnicaw, and other magnates, a requeft was 
“ made that I might be arrefted by prince Repnin, the Ruffian minifter. Informed of 
“ this defign, and not knowing what to do, I repaired, as fpeedily asl could, to a friend 
“ of prince RudziwiI, whofe protedion I Solicited. Here I ftaid till t!ie general con- 
“ federation of Bar was deckued, to which being invited by marlhal Pulawlky, I im- 
“ mediately entered into that^of Cracaw, under tlie command of Marlhal de Czamowlky. 

“ Being admitted as an officer into the regiment of Callres, I w'as made a prifoner by 
“ the Mufeovites, who had taken Cracaw. I, however, ranforaed myfelf for the fum 
“ of two thoufand ducats, and afterwards entered into the confederation of Bar, where 
“ having obtained the rank of colonel and general, I ferved acairift the Mufccfvites, 

“ under the command of I'^ortaUty-Svaniecz, and combated the enemy, as is proved in 
“ the afl:s of the confederajion. I’he enemy being expelled, 1 rc-ceived* orders to go 
“ to Turkey with M. Pulawlky. The bacha of Natolia and Chn'^a received me with 
“ friendffiip, and gJI^ me alTiftance of troops and money, wi, 1 which immediately 
“ entering the kingdom of Poland, 1 fuftained a combat againft the Ruffians, near * 
‘***Pruth, where I was wounded and taken. I was then carried to Riovia, where I 
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‘“ found Kiarlhal Czarnofky, count Potolky, and young Pularfky, with three thou- 
** fand men. 

“ Being afterwards removed to Cazan, I palTed Nezin and Tuta ; and, by means 
“ of a German furgeon, I traufmitted to his eminence the prince biihop of Cracaw, 
who was at Kaluga, a letter, in which I infornieil him of iny misfortune. I'he 
“ governor ofe Cvizan, M. Gualniu Samaririi, fullered me, like the relt of tlie prifoners, 
to enjoy my liberty in the City. 

“ On the 15th of Augult 1769, I was vifited by a Ruffian officer, who privately 
«f gave me letters from the captive princes, witii orders to carry them to Kaluga. 
After conferring witit the principals, and taking their advice on this fubje^l, I 
efcaped to Cazan, by pretending to the governor that 1 had an ardent defirc to vifit 
“ the copper mines, and arrived without any accident at Kaluga, affifted by colonel 
“ Bacheinetriew, the governor of Fortality, who wa;; of the party of the prifoners. 

“ I had been appointed to treat pcrfonally with the princes and magnates ; and it 
“ was agreed, that, confining myfelf to a few expeditions, I Ihould fet out for Peterf- 
burgh. I even repaired without delay to Quorl'um ; and, taking up niy quarters 
“ in the houfe of colonel Soaclek, 1 liniffied the expedition according to my engage- 
“ ment. When on the point of returning to Cafan, I was arrclted by orders of 
the emprefs of Ruffia ; and as nothing certain was known reipeCting my private 
“ flight, I was fent prifoner to Kaluga, to which I had been dilpatched by the princes. 

“ Having formed a friendlhip wdth the governor, we entered into a treaty, by which, 
“ with the affiftance of Tuga, we engaged to retire into Poland ; and the gfn’einur 
** had difpofed every thing to facilitate our efcape, when, on the iSthofOdober 
1 769, an officer of the guards arrived from Peterfburgh with orders to arrefl: the 
“ governor ; but the governor prevented him by putting him to death ; and, lecking 
“ fafety by flight, left us all prilbners. That very day we were loaded with chains, 
“ and conduded to Peterfburgh, where it was impoffible for me to hear any farther 
“ news of my companions id adverfity. 

“ I was fhut up in the private prifon of Fortality ; and, on the fourth day after 
** being obliged to appear before Orlow and Czernichew, I was iiiierrogaicii re- 
“ fpeding feveral points. As they could draw nothing from my anlwers, even by 
“ threats, they promifed me a pardon, in the name of the emprefs, if I would fwear 
“ fidelity to her Majefly, and dilcover thofe fecrets with which 1 had been entrullcd. 
“ On my refufing to comply with thefe terms, 1 was remanded to prifon, from whieh, 
“ by means of an officer, 1 wrote to prince Lobkowitz, her Maiefty’s licuteiunt ; but 
“ I received no anfwer. Some days after, having appeared before the commiffion, I 
“ was compelled to fign the following paper : 

‘‘ 7 , ibe underfi^ned, acknowledge that I n»t only wijl^ed to break my cbalns, but that I 
“ fommitted an affajfination, and have been guilty of treafon againjl i er Imperial Mayfy ; 
“ and if her Majefiyy through her natural goodnefs, fhall be pkafed to foften the rigour 
“ of my fentence, I hereby engage, after recovering my liberty, never iofet afoot again in 
the dominions of her MajeJiy, much lefs to bear arms agamji her. 

» “ Baron Maurice Auguftus Aladar de Benyowlki, 

** Peterfburgh,. Nov. 22d 1769: General of,the firft Confederation." 


“ After figning this paper, I .was fent back to confinement ; and on the 24th of 
November, at midnight, an officer appeared, at the head of t^tnty-eight men, who 
having put irons bn my legs, hurried me into a' carriage, antj, proceeded towards 
Mofeow. 1 had as my companion in misfortuae major Vynblat j and, deprived 4)f 
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all notirUhment except bread and water, we paffed through Nizney, Kuzmodem* 
“ Janlkcy, and Solictianfzky, where the officer who w^as entrpfted with the care of 
** conducting us, fell ill, which obliged us to remain there fome days. 

“ On the 28th of December the fame year, one of the foldiers car.ie and told 
“ me that a body of guards, who were conduding fome prifoners, had flopped at 
“ a place not far diflant. As they were in our neighbourhood, they wifhed very 
“ much to fee people who were unforturfate like thcmfdves ; and prevailed on their 
“ officer to conduct them to us in the night-time. When they arrived, I immediately 
“ perceived his ferene highnefs the prineft bilhop of Cracaw, whofe tears prevented 
“ him from fpeaking; but we were not long perm ued to fee each other. Having 
feparalcd, we purfued our journey, in company, but in different carriag ’v^ as far 
“ as Tobolflv, the capital of Siberia. After a very fhort fi:ay there, we crolfed the 
“ defarts of Tartary, drawn by dogs, without hearing any thing of the reft. We fuf- 
“ fered )nuch frorn hunger ; and, after traverfing Siberia, we found fome exiled officers 
“ of difl’ercnt nations. 

“ At length, on the 2olh of May, 1770, we reached the Port of Ochozk, where we 
“ xverc kindly received by Pleniftcre, the governor. Sooti after two Ruffian officers 
“ arrived, whofaid they belonged to the guards of their highnelfes the princes detained 
“ at Kaluga, and with whom 1 formed an intimate fiiendfhip. 

“ On the 3d of September the fame year, we w'cre put f)n board a Ihip, and con- 
veyed to the port of Bolfao. On the 24th of December I received a letter from the 
“ bifhop of Oacaw, by a merchant, who tranfmitted it to me. It informed me that 
“ the princes were removed to the northern part of Tartary, towards Anadyo^ and 
that a troop of Ruffian foldiers were preparing to revolt, in order to releafe them. 
“ 1 itnmcil'utely wrote to major Vynblat, to inform him what he fhould do to procure 
“ us our liberty alfo. For my part I rendered myfelf the friend of the officer Gure* 
*'■ finim, who never quitted me ; an-i he not only facilitated the means of my efcaping, 
“ but even opened his purfe to me. 

“ Our affairs w'ere in this ft tuation when we were joined by two > exiled Ruffian 
“ officers, who told me, tiiat near us there was a prifoncr clolely guarded, who was 
fuppofed to be a perfon of great diftin£tion, and who had been kept in irons feven 
“ years. No perfon could give us any fatisfaftory account of him : we were only told 
that he was ten or eleven years of age, and that he was entrufted to the care of an 
“ old officer, who wilhed very much for his deliverance. I conceived then a project 
“ of gaining the friendfhip of this officer, who willingly liftened to my propofals. He 
revealed to me the name of the prifoncr ; who was indeed of an illuftrious birth j 
“ and we concerted together a plan for his efcape, taking each of u:> an oath that we 
“ would exert ourfelves to the utmoft to make it fticceed. ^ 

“ It was on the 25th of May, that, with the affiltance of God, w'e intended to. pro- 
*‘ cure our liberty at the price of our blood. As I was the only perfon who under- 
“ flood how to work a fhip, I was appointed the chief of tlie enterprife. The confpi- 
racy, however, being difeovered on the 2jfl; of April, the governor ordered me to 
“ be carried away in the night, for the fccond time, with an iutention of conveying 
me to fome other plact^ My brethren in diftrcls, frightened at this blow, came to 
me on the 26th, and begged me to relieve them. 'Ihe alfair was cafy. The lieu- 
“ tenant, who wasypn guard over me, having ctAiled arms to be carried privately to 
“ his habitation, ffipplied me and all my companions, at thv, head of whom I took 
** poffeffion of thft fort on the night of the 27th. In this action the governor and fomd 
others were killed in the commencement of the attack, while a tew of my ' pa'ple 
“ only were llightly wounded. 
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* ** Next^-moming the foldiers and Coffacks wilhed to enter fword in hand into the 

“ town of Bolfao, the inhabitants of which, terrified, after the fecond and third dif- 
“ charge 'Of our mufketry, furrendered on the 29th of April. I entered triumphantly 
“ into the tovra of Kamfchatka, and no one appeared to oppofe me. I immediately 
“ fent people to feize the velTels which were in the harbour ; and went myfelf 
with feme t^hers to Zamicka, where I arrefted the fecretary of the fenate, who bad 
** arrived from Peterfburgh, and obliged him to deliver up all the letters of the 
chancery. After taking every thing that bBonged to me and two hundred in- 
habitants of Kamfchatka, I w'ent down to the harbour, where 1 feized on three ihips, 
chofe for myfelf the ftrongeft, and left the reft difmafted. 

“ Having freed this veffel, which was called the St. Peter, from the ice, I embarked 
with every thing neceffary, and fet fail on the 12th of May 1771. I had fixty feven 
“ perfons with me on board, viz. eight officers, eight married women, and a 
young woman known by the title of the Princefs : the reft confifted of the crew. 
“ In this manner I departed from Kamfchatka, and palling the latitude of 52" 52', 
** entered the channel of the Kurile illes, commonly called jedfo. 

Purfuing my courfe towards the north-eaft, 1 landed on the ifland of Bemighiana, 
** fituated to the eaft, under the fifty-fifth degree of latitude, and the ninth meridian 
“ from the port which I had left. Here 1 found M.Ochotyn, wlith eighty men. 
“ This Polifli officer, according to what he related, had laved himfelf in the fame 
manner as I, and had eftabliffied himfelf with his crew in thofe American iilands 
called Alentis, He had formed an alliance with the inhabitants of the country ; 
“ and his , people had contraded marriages amongft them. In this ifland 1 left three 
“ of my men ; and he gave me letters to fliew wherever 1 might judge it necefl'ary to 
■“ do fo. 

“ On the 26th of May, fleering away a confiderable diftance from that ifland, I 
** found the fea covered with ice, which obliged me on the 2d of June to land at 
** the ifland of Aladar, fituated under the fixty-firft degree of latitude, and the 
■“ twetity-fecond meridian from Kamfchatka. On the 9th of June I again put to fea, 
“ and diretting my route towards the fouth-eaft, fell in, according to my reckoning, 
with the point of tlie American continent, under the fixtieth degree of latitude, and 
the twemy-fixth meridian from Kamfchatka. Sailing then towards the fifty-firft 
degree of latitude, on account of the violence of the wind, I afterwards changed 
** my courfe towards the fouth-weft ; and on the 20th of June arrived at an ifland 
** known to the Ruffians by the name of Urum-Sir, or the ifland of Xti, fituated 
under the latitude of 53° 45', and diftant 1 5" 58' of longitude from Kamfchatka. 

“ Here I formed a fricndfhip with the Americans, which induced me to remain 
fome days amongft them ; but on the 27th of June I fet fail, fleering fouth-weft, 
** 4nd kept at fea till the 30th, when I difeovered, in the latitude of 46” 6', and ten 
“ degrees of longitude from Kamfchatka, a land inhabited likewife by Ruflians ; but 1 
could not go on fliore on account of contrary winds, which, notwithftanding all ray 
“ efforts, carried me to a great diftance from it. Having, therefore, formed a defign 
“ of ’refuming my anejent route, after fuffering a long time from the inconftancy of 
“ the winds, and finding that our water was exhaufted, fo^ that we were obliged to 
“ drink fea-water, reirdered potable with Hour and wbale«oil, I landed, on the 15th 
** of Jvily, on an ifland, which Kes in the latitude of 32" 4 c', and in longitude 
334“ 45' from Kaipfchatka. This ifland was inhabited, ana the beauty of its 
fituation, added to other attra£lions, induced me* to give it tbs' name of Z-ryKom. 
I quitted it on the 22d, and directing my courfe weftward, arrived, on the cSrh, 
at Ki/ingur, a Japanefe port, fituated in latitude 34“ and longitude 343" from Kanif- 

“.chatka. 



ROCHON's VOYAOZ to MADAGASCAR. 

rhatka. This port js clofe to a town and citadel, where we were kindly recaved by 
the inhabitants, who gave us a fupply of provifions. / 

“ On the I ft of Auguft I quitted this port, and on the 3d landed at M'-acOy where 
“ I was infulted by the Japanefe, wliom I found very untra^able. Delirous of proceed- 
** ing thence to the Philippines, I continued my route towards the fouth, and, coaft- 
ing along fome other iflands for fevcral days, landed in the ifle of Uf^na, in latitude 
“ 27" 28', and longitude 335°. 

“ Being perfeftly well received by the people of this iiland, I fpent fome days 
“ amongft them : they fupplied me with abundance of provifions ; and after a mutual 
treaty I failed for the ifland of Fonmfa. Having ei ered a port in latitude 23” 15% 
“ a\id longitude 223”, I found myfclf attacked by the inhabitants, who killet’ ree of 
my men. After avenging their death, the winds always contrary obliged me to 
“ make for the continent of China, coafting along fome fmall iflands known under the 
“ name of Pifeatoria j and want of water compelled me to enter by open force into 
“ Fanafoay and to attack the Chinefe, who endeavoured to prevent me from procuring 
a fupply. I then failed for Macao, a city belonging to lier mofl. Faithful Majefty, 
“ where 1 arrived on the ■22d of September 1771. 

“ In this place 1 was received wiiii every mark of fricndfliip, by the Sieur Salema 
“ de Saldanha,* the governor, and obiaiiied pcraiiflion for me and my crew to land j 
but we left our arms in the fhip, in order that we might excite no fufpicion. Here 
“ 1 learned that there was a kague of frieiidlhip between our auguft fovereigns ; and 
being di.firous of keeping a fecret, in which they were interefted, 1 afked permiffion 
“ to huiftthe flag of his molt tdiriftian Majefty, v»hich I obtained. 

“ What can 1 fay more to your excellency, that your own people are not at>le to 
“ inform you oi Having tranlpc'rted my baggage to the houfe of M. de Robien, the 
“ prefident of the council Jiow in Chin.’, 1 embarked on the 17th of January, with my 
crew, in two trading vcffels, and arrived fate and found in the Ifle of France, where 
“ I have drawn up the prtfent reiatiun : I beg, therefore, that you would be pleafed 
“ to order me a Ipeedy paifage to Europe. 

“ 1 fliail every where acknowledge this favour received from your friendfhip, and 
“ fhall be eternally devoted to your fervice. 

Iflp of Fr.mc’f, ^ Excellency’s moft humble Servant, 

March 21, 1772. “ Baron Maurice Augupus d'Aladar de Bcnyowjki. 

“ General of the Firll Confederation.” 

ONE cannot help feeling fome emotions of furprize on feeing that Benyowfki has 
omitted every thing that might have tended to cliretf navigators in the route from Kam- 
fehatka to China, by the way of Japan. Nothing isneceffary but the elements ttf the 
nautical fcience to enable one to remark foundings and anchorage ; to point oat the 
ftrength and diretticn of the winds ; to determine the variations of the needle ; to fix 
the fituation of the priiicipai capes and quickfa)id.s ; and, in fliort, to give, if not the 
longitude, at leaft the latitude of the moft remarkable place’. , 

The journal of the pilot entrufted with the care of the velTel ought certainly to have 
informed him refpeding all thefe particulars. 

'A traveller of abilities, *or only animated with a defire of rendering himfelf ufeful, 
when he vifited diftant countries, and traverfed paflages little 1 .quented by European 
fliips, would not Jiaye negleded details indifpenfably neccflai y to the fafety and improve- 
ment of navigation. Benyowfki, however, boafted of the extent of his knowledge, 

and 
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and of having difcovered a new route for going from Kamfchatka to China ; but the 
journal of his voyage, while i? proves that he was ignorant even of the moft common 
and technical terms ufed in navigation, leaves no document, or certain traces of the 
courfe which he fays he purfued. 

This accufaiion is not made without fufficient rcafon. I appeal for the judnefs of it 
to all thofe who, like me, faw him arrive from Canton at the Iflc of France. They 
will al! certify, that, with a view to render the account of his adventures more romantic, 
he publicly declared, that in a fmall veflel badly equipped, and rdmofl deftitute of pro- 
vifions, or rather having nothing to fubfifl on but dried fifli, he quitted, on his depar- 
ture from Kamfchatka, the Afiatic coaft in order to go to America, Over and above, 
this intrepid adventurer was not afraid to affirm before experienced feamen, that he 
went on fliore on fotnc unknown land, fituatcd to the north of California, d’his ftrange 
affertion gives rife to a multitude of ol>jedions. The diftreirccl lituation of his vcfl'el 
rendered his narration very improbable : befidcs, the fliorc journal which he had the 
imprudence to publiffi, made no mention of that hnd fituated to the north of California, 
and much lefs of its produdions. On the laft article, above all, Benyow Iki appeared 
to be exceedingly embarrafled ; and he could find no means of delivering hirnleU from 
importunate queftions, but by faying that he referved for his court aloiie, the honour 
of being made acquainted with the particulars of his important difcoverics. 

This evafion was not attended with fuccefs. A general map of the world was pre- 
fented to him, and he was defired to trace out the Courfe of his voyage, after being 
afiiired that ftich a flight fkctch could not expofc him ; but B^nyowlki refufed. M. 
Poivre, then intendant of the Ifle of France, was extremely glad tliat thefe efforts w^erc 
made in his prefence, to deted the impudent impoflure of this ftranger. That en- 
lightened adminiftrator prudently avoided taking any part in them ; but he made ufe 
of this clofe attack to infpire M. de Boynes with a jull and falulary fufpicinn of the pre- 
tended difcoverics of Benyowfki. If, as we fliall fee hereafter, this information did not 
produce the intended effed, it would certainly be highly illiberal to throw out even the 
flightelt reproaches againft him, on that account. However, the relation given by 
Benyowfki, of his romantic adventures, was fufficient to ruin, in the opinion of the 

S tublic, this man, who was not afhamed fo produce before a generous people a fcanda- 
ous declaration, in which he owned himfelf guilty of an execrable crime. This 
ftranger, faid they, is not a madman ; and yet he wiflies to perfuade us that force and 
rigorous means were ufed to deprive him of his innocence, ami to caufc him to fign a 
deed, which, while it difgraccs and debafes him, renders him odious and fufpcdcd. 
What expreffion in our language is ftrong enough to charaderife the unparalleled im- 
pudence of this ftranger, who thus allowed himfelf to fpread an accufation more de- 
gradifig to himfelf than to his enemies ? 

Is there a country in the world where the open acknowledgment of an affaflinarion 
is the means of recovering liberty ? What could have been the end of this fcandalo’us 
declaration ? — Is it not pouible to difeover the motive of it ? 

Whilft I exprefs my lentiments in this manner, I am only the faithful interpreter of 
that univerfal I'entiment <jf indignation with which the people of the Ifle of France were 
infpired, when they read Benyowfki’s improbable relation. Jt was an objed of cenfure 
to every perfon of fenfe ; and if I have tranferibed it literally, it was merely becaufe I, 
thought it proper that the moral chartider of this adventurer fhould be known. I hope 
I fhall be pardoned for fr) often beftowing upon him tha,t degrading appellation. Ben- 
yowfki is not condemned by his writings alone j there are ftill grea^ charges againft 
him. 

Efcaped 
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Efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, Benyowfki proceeded to China with twenty* 
or thirty prifoners. Scarcely had this ftranger arrive<^ at Canton, when he found 
among the French there foiiie individuals, who were fenfibly affeded by his ndsfortunes ; 
and he obtained from the fadtors and officers of the Kail India Company confiJerable 
ufliftance for himfelf, as well as for the people whom he pretended to have under his 
Command. They even did more for him: they engaged M. de St. I^ylaire to take 
him onboard his ihip, and to convey him with all his fuite to the Ifle or France. M. 
de Ht. Flylaire, having a rich cargo under bis care belonging to private merchants, 
made at firll fame hcfitation: he was af raid of admitting into his vcfl'el fuch a number 
of (trangers who had broke from the prifons of Kamf oaika ; but compaffion got the 
better of every other fenfatlon. When he had, however, proceeded to fea, h*s neafi* 
ii<;fs began to be revived with more ftrength ; and very jiilllv, for thefe people had 
given him fome caufe to repent of his imprudent geuerofity. Thefe adventurers, at the 
time when they embarked, had carefully concealed their arms, iVi. de St. Hylaire, 
therefore, when informed of this deception, W'as exceedingly forry to have men in his 
fliip who were perhaps in a fituation of giving laws to him inftead of receiving them. 
T’liirty or forty prilbners, armed in a formidable manner, were, certainly, fufficient to 
alarm him rtlpeCfing the fate of his valuable cargo. In fo delicate and difficult a titua> 
tion what courfe could he purfue Ought he to have made ufe of his authority to 
difarm thefe ftrangers ? But his Ihip w-as weak, and badly equipped — ought he in fuch 
a cafe to have rifked the property of his employers, and to have expofed his life and 
his liberty againll rohull, refolute, and enterprifing men, who had every thing to gaia 
and t\othing to lofe ? 'I’he flighteft pretence might have given rife to a quarrel, and 
produced an infurreclion which it was prudent to avoid, M. de St. Flylaire weighed all 
thefe matters in his mind, like a wife man ; and, forefeeing his danger, refolved, after ma- 
ture deliberation, to watch privately all the motions of his paifengers. lie even did more ; 
he pretended to pay great honour, nad to fhew much deference and refpeft to Count 
Bcnyowlki. This adventurer then acted the man of importance ; exhaufted all the 
rcfources of tlie moll impudent imjtofture to give himfelf a Hill greater air oj|^confe- 
qucnce ; aitd by the moil ridiculous bravadoes impofed even on his companions in misfor- 
tune. He openly declared himfelf to be their chief j his orders were pundtually exe- 
cuted ; he ever afterwards commanded as a mailer, and they behaved to him with the 
oblequioufnefs of Haves. None but ihofe who were gentlemen durit fpeak to him. 
This is a certain fad. I was told it by M. de St. Flylaire and his officers. 

The honours fo prudently paid to Bcnyowlki, while they flattered his pride, preferved 
tranquillity and good order in the fliip. Subordination, fo iisceflary for the fafety of 
navigators, was not interrupted by this dangerous man ; and, at length, after a Ihort 
and favourable paflage, they arrived at the Ifle of Fiance. -Much praife is certainly 
due to the wile and cautious condud of M. de St. Ilylaire ; for it evidently appeal^ that 
he. extricated himfelf, with great ability, from a very difficult and dangerous fituation. 

Beuyowflei, lurrounded by a numerous fuitfe, repaired immediately on his landing to ■ 
the governor of the colony. He no longer appeared as an unfortunate prifoner, but as 
the general of an army decorated w'ith feveral infignia, and lolloved by an aid-d(S<camp 
whole rich uniforms announced an officer of fuperior dillmdiofi. W hat an aftonilhing 
metamorphofis, or rather Vhat a ridiculous farce ! Had I not been an eyfe-witnefs of it, 
1 fliould fcarcely have ventured to relate it. When the real hifto’-y of thefe adventurers 
was known at the Ifle of France, the general and his brilliant a' -adauts became a fub- 
jedof laughter to every fenfibfe man in the colony. Seamen are feldom enthufialls.* 
Such people require coolnefs to fubdue the elements, and knowledge to condud, Horn; 

one. 
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'one extrenaity of the earth to the other, thofe lar^c floating caftles, which fecure and 
protedl the commerce of poH-flied nations. The lives of lailors, and the fafety of a 
Ihip or fquadron, ought not to be entrulled^o men too fufceptible of paflton, or whofe 
imaginations being lively and irregular are apt to be hurried into fits of* delirium. Men 
of this kind, who are fond of, and admire, whatever is fabulous or romantic, are 
common only <imong idle and frivolous nations, or in large capitals, where their fatal 
influence occafions ftill greater diforders than that of profligates. Such enthufiaftic 
charaders are rare in the colonies, and are always deftitute of credit and authority. 

Bcnyowiki felt the truth of this aflfertion in all its bittemefs. He faw, at the fame 
time, of how much importance to him it was to immediately quit a country where his 
adventures and travels excited no enthufiafm. The more he prolonged his ftay, the 
Icfs refpefl: was paid to him. On his departure for France he threw afide the name of 
Baron d’Aladar, under which he had hitherto appeared, and aflumed that of Count de 
Benyowfki : but what is highly worthy of remark is, that, at this epoch, he publicly 
announced that he was going to folicit in France the general government of the ifland of 
Madagafcar. 

This new gafeonatfc occafioned much amufement, and excited no alarm. One muft; 
have had a fbrefight more than human to dread that a hope, in all appearance I'o chi- 
merical, Ihould one day be realifed. I can, therefore, fafely alTert, that words are not 
fufiicient to exprefs thofe fenfations of unealinefs and I'urprife which filled the minds of 
the whole colony, when they learned that Benyowfki had been appointed to the impor- 
tant flation of governor of Madagalcar. I am entirely unacquainted with the feducing 
'arts which this adventurer employed to accomplifh his ends : but M. Poivre, when he 
heard this intelligence, faid to me : “ We have fecn fwarms of locufls devour, in an 
inllant, abundant crops ; we have feen two terrible hurricanes threaten the Ifle of 
** France with entire deftruftion : Madagafcar ferved to repair the evils caufed by thefe 
formidable fcourges ; but, in future, the Ifle of France will have no refource. It 
“ muft fink under its misfortunes, and perifh if afllidted with fuch difafters. Under 
** Belli|rowfki’s government, Madagafcar will not fupply this colony with provifions : 
“ we can no longer have in our diftrefles but diftant and precarious fuccours. I have 
“ been much accuftomed to fee the fuccefs of impoftors and adventurers ; but that of 
** Benyowfki aftonifhes me ; efpecially after the letter which I wrote refpeding him to 
** M. de Boynes, 1 am well aware that every thing eccentric pleafes and amufes the 
“ multitude, and leads them into every excefs of credulity ; but who could have 
“ imagined, that a flranger, lately efcaped from the prifons of Kamfchatka, and whofe 
charaiSfer was blafted by his own writings, would have obtained an important fitua- 
“ tion without my confent ? Conaecked clofely by my office with the prolperify of the 
colony, I ought to have infpired him, when he firft fpoke to me of Madagafcar, with 
“ a tlefire of dethroning the Great Mogul. His requeft, without doubt, would have 
been granted ; and we fhould have been delivered.” 

Benyowfki, however, was permitted to raife a company of volunteers ; and he 
■wifhed that this troop might^be drefTed and armed in fuch a manner as to fpread fear 
and tlrror among the IWalegaches ; but by this he proved how little he was acquainted 
with the character of thefe people. He then chofe the Bay of Antongil for the place 
of Ills principal eftablifhment, though that part of the country is ravaged and defolated 
by peftilcmial levers, from the monlih of October to the beginning of May, Navigators 
call that fatal feafon the winter. No doubt can be entertained that the noxious vapours 
' which arife from the woods and marfhes, are the real caufe of thefe epidemical difeafes. 
The inflammable air and putrid exhalation#/ which proceed in atibdance from water 
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in a ftate of ftagnation, and corrupted by the remains of vegetables, change the good • 
quality of the atmofpheric air, during calm weather or grgat heats. On fuch occahons 
the air is feldom renewed by the fea breezes ; the north winds carry thefe e xhalations 
along the coafts ; sand drought and tranquillity render their effedfs more ;atal. The 
Malegaches know, in a fmall degree, how to preferve themfelves by remaining in their 
huts, or houfes, amidft a thick fmoke ; yet the foberefl anjl moft robull of thefe 
iflanders cannot always withftand the malignancy of the diforder. It is not I’urprizing, 
therefore, that the Europeans, who are obliged to refide on that coaft, fliould fall vic- 
tims to diflempers, which attack even thofc who are fealbned to the climate. 

I was witnels to the entire deftruction of a fmall Fre? .a eftablifhment at Foulepointc 
about the end of the year 1768. Though alTidance of every kind was fpeed.’Iy given 
to the unfortunate people who belonged to it, not one of them could be la/ed. The 
robull as well as the weak all fell viflims to difeal'e in the courfe of a very Ihort time. 
If I beheld this calamity without (haring the fate of the reft, it was becaufe the falu- 
brious fea air with which our veffel was furrounded, correfted, in fome degree, the 
fatal effects of the putrid exhalations. Befides, as foon as the firft fymptoms eft the 
difeafe appeared in the village, all communication with the land, except what was 
indifpenfably necefl'ary, was rigoroufly forbidden. The crew were no longer allowed 
to have any intetcourfe with the iflanders : nor were their piroguas fuffered to approach 
our veffel. Without this precaution the infeflion might have been introduced into 
the fliip ; and no means could have been devifed to check its progrefs. I’hofe who 
intend to frequent this dangerous coaft ought not to defpife thefe obfervations, the juft- 
nefs of which is confirmed by a multitude of examples. In a word, one mull either 
perifli or fly from that unwholefome climate when the infeftion breaks out. No pSrt in 
the northern quarter of Madagafcar is free from putrid and malignant fevers ; but thefe 
cruel difeafes do not every year occalion the fame ravages. Their violence and duration 
feem to depend more particularly on 'he diredion of the wind. When it blows long 
from tlie north, the evil is at its height. There are few men robull and ftrong enough 
to refill the influence of this dangerous wind, which prevails only from the endi«f Oc- 
tober till the beginning of May. 

Benyowlki certainly could not have had very juft notions, or accurate accounts, re- 
fpeftiiig the unhealthfulnefs of Madagafcar. Yet it cannot be prefumed that the bad- 
nefs of its climate was entirely unknown to him, as he had refided fome time at the 
Ifle of France. It was obferved even then that he had formed a defign of foliciting the 
government of it : but this man, accullomcd to brave every kind of danger, mult not 
have thought fuch an obftacle capable of oppofing the fuccefs of a permanent eftablilh- 
ment. , 

However this may be, Benyowlki arrived at the Bay of Antongil, furrounded by a 
body of troops fuflicient to overawe the iflanders. His foldiers were furnillied* with 
enormous fabres ; they wore piftols in their girdles ; and it appeared as if their arms, 
their helmets, and their uniforms had been invented to fpread fear and terror amoiigft 
the natives of Madagafcar. As foon as be had landed,, he took formal pofftflion of 
the illand, and made himfelf be proclaimed governor-general. He then traced dut the 
plans of feveral fortreffesj with a view of rendering himfelf formidable to the Male- 
gaches, whom he wiflied tp conquer and fubdue. His projefls, hv/wevef, were ^either 
founded on juftice, nor direfted by a local knowledge of the cc atry. He made war 
upon the Malegaches j cxercifed every kind of cruelty agaii . vhem ; and was foon 
execrated as the tjjrant of the counti-y. The natives, frightened, fled into the interior 
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' parts of the ifland ; all commerce was fufpended j and Benyowfki deferted was known 
throughout all Madagafcar b*'^ the name of the wicked white man. 

It wasj doubtlefs, veiy eafy to forefee that Benyowfki’s eftablilhment would not be 
attended with fuccefs : but fuch a beginning would certainly appear furprifing, were 
not the immorality and mifconduft of this adventurer well known. The reception 
Benyowfki nvt with in France, and his being veiled with unlimited power, mull 
indeed allonilh every perfon of fenfe. We live in an enlightened age, and, on that 
account, it is more difficult to account for the French nation thus confiding in, and 
employing, a ftranger whofe aflions were more than fufpicioqs. Several millions were 
thus facrificed to a falfe and imprudent fpeculation, from which nothing could refult 
but great evils to the llle of France, and Hill greater to Madagafcar. 

A fimple recital of fads conveys the moll fevere cenfure upon the imprudent con- 
fidence repofed in this adventurer. MrPoivre certainly is free from all blame on that 
account j for he did every thing in his power to guard his country againll the danger 
of being deluded by him. 

But let us hear the account of an officer of diflindion, who has every title to the 
highelt celebrity. 1 am not allowed to mention his name ; becaufe, being now abfent, 
I had not an opportunity of alking his permiffion. This officer accompanied M. de 
Bclcombe and M. Chevreau when they infpeded Benyowlki’s ellablilhments at Mada- 
gafcar. 

“ When I arrived,” fays he, “ at Foulepointe, on the 17th of September 1776, the 
“ population of the villages in the neighbourhood of the fort had decreafed one half > 
bloody wars had defolated the whole country ; the crops were entirely deftroyed ; 
“ and agriculture was fo much negleded that we could hardly procure three hundred 
“ pounds of rice. A fcarcity of other provifions was equally felt. My furprife, on 
“ this account, was very great ; for, when I was in the fame fpot three years before, 
“ I obferved commerce and agriculture flourilhing j the markets were abundantly 
” fupplied ; and ten large veffels found a fufficiency of rice to load them, without any 
“ inefCafe taking place in the value of that neceffary commodity. This large quan- 
“ tity of provilion was folely deltined for the Hie of France, which three fucceffive 
“ hurricanes had reduced to a moft alarming Hate of diftrefs. All the crops were 
“ loll ; a dreadful famine, the inevitable confequence of thefe fcourges, threatened 
“ the colony with ruin ; and the feverity of it began even to be felt, when the fpcedy 
“ arrival of thefe ten veflels, loaded with vice, quieted the uneafmefs of the inhabit- 
ants, in the firll moments of their diftrefs. If, on this occafion as on many others, 
“ Foulepointe faved the Ifle of Fi ance, we could no longer hope for the fame allillance. 
“ The fields were uncultivated, and commerce entirely annihilated. I’hc defpotifm of 
“ Brnyowlki had fpread a general alarm throughout the ifland. The Malegaches in 
conliernation fled from the borders of the fea, and retired to the interior parts of the 
“ country. 

“ M. de Belcombe having' affembled Yavi, the fovereign of Foulepointe, and the 
Oliver chiefs of the neighbourhood, alked them if they had any reafon to complain 
“ of the French, andt above all of the fifteen foldiers of Beiiyowlki’s legion who 
“ guarded the harbour of Foulepointe. Their anfwer to this quellion was not ex- 
“ plicit : they were, doubtlefs, afraid that their complaints would ferve as a pretence 
“ for new perfecutions ; and confined therafelves merely to the requefting of a free 
^ trade. M. de Belccmbe alTured Yavi and the reft of the chiefs, that the French 
<* foldiers were kept at Madagafcar only to proted and fecure the ftberty of the Male- 
ic gaches ^ 
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** gaches ; and he exhorted thfem to cultivate their lands, and to live in jleace with * 
“ their neighbours. M. Chevreau took an invenfory oi the ftores belonging to the 
“ king ; and M. de Belcombe, before his departure for the Bay of Ant* <rigil, gave 
“ the ftrifteft and moft precife orders to the officer who commanded the detachment, 
“ to maintain difcipline among his troops, and to put a fpeedy end to the uneafmefs 
and alarms of thefe people. • 

“ M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau made but a very fiiort ftay at Foulepointe. As 
“ the principal objedl of their miffion refpefted Benyowfld’s eftablilhment at the Bay 
of Antongil, they proceeded thither; and M. de Be’-Tombe appeared at the head of 
“ the troops, as infpcftor of the French fettlements in Madagafcar. 

“ I accompanied M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau, being ordered by the governor 
“ of the Ifle of France to attend them on this fervice. 

“ Benyowfki's audacity aftoniflied me fo much that words can fcarcely exprcfs 
what 1 felt. He at firft received M. Chevreau with hauglitinefs, and I may even 
“ fay impudence. 

“ M. de Belcombe appeared fatisfied with the military pofition of the fpot cltofen 
“ by Benyowtki for forming his principal eftablilhment, to which he had given the name 
“ of Louijburgh : but though this place may be eafily defended, I know none more 
“ marftiy and unhealthfiil. 

“ Louifburgh is fituated on a tongue of land which advances three hundred fathoms 
into the fea. The ground upon which the magazines and houfes are built is fcarcely 
“ four feet above the level of the water, in the time of high tides ; and even this ele- 
“ vation has been formed by embankments. All the neighbouring land is a marlh, 
“ which tlie fea covers at certain periods. The fort conftrutfled for the defence and 
“ proteftion of Louilburgh, confifts of three baftions, each of which is mounted with 
“ one cannon. This fort is of wood, and is built upon flakes driven into the earth. 
“ I dare venture to affirm that both and the houfes are already in need of being 
“ rebuilt ; for all the wood was in a flate of rottennefs, occafioned by the moiflure. 
“ The tongue of land upon which Louifl>urgh ftands is connedcJ on one fide with 
“ Port Choifeul, an excellent harbour, and capable of receiving feveral large veflels. 

“ A fpacious and beautiful river, called by the Malegaches Linguebate, gives this 
“ tongue of land the form of a pcninfula. The river Linguebate is an hundred and 
“ eighty fathoms in breadth ; it is navigable ; and 1 followed its courfe in a boat 
“ for the fpace of feven leagues. At this dillancc it is an hundred and fifty fathoms in 
“ breadth. 

“ On the banks of this riv'er Benyowfki has conftruCled feverai fonr., the moft con- 
“ fiderable of which is, at leaft, equal in flrength to that built for the ih fence of Louif- 
“ burgh. The banks of Linguebate river are only four feet high at its mouth ;• but 
“ the nearer you approach to its fource the more this height increafes. In f<>lK wing 
“ its fource 1 was much delighted with the beauty of the neighbouring fields, which 
“ prefent a fpedlacle highly interefting. 

“ I at length arrived with M. de Belcombe and M. Chevreau at a place called, by 
“ Benyowfki, the Plain oj Health. Between this place and Louifburgh we vifited 
“ feveral final! forts, and fifteen villages. Benyowfki had boaftec* much .to us of the 
** happy fituation of this phice, which was truly rural ; but we f > ind that its deriomi- 
“ nation was altogether improper. The Plain of tiealth appear d to us to .be a very 
“ unhealthful fpot, furrounded by mountains, the great height of which attrafts the 
“ clouds, and condenfes them into rain. M. de Belcombe remarked to Benyowfid the 
“ difadvantages of this poll : but though they were obvious, he obftinately ref ufed to 
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“ acknovrledge them. In vain was he (hewn the defiles in the mountains, ^hfch it 
was impoffible to guard : he ftilf perfifted that this port was lefs fufceptible of an 
" attack than that of Louifburgh. He maintained that a fmall battery, which he called 
“ Fort Auguftus, fifuated on a peaked mount in the middle of the Plain of Health, 
“ would proteft and defend his eftablilhment in fuch^a manner as to repel an enemy, 
“ however nu\nerous. I afcended to this fine fortrefs by a paltry (lair, confiding of an 
“ hundred and fifty fteps, and found it a fquare of eight fathoms, furrounded by 
“ palifades abfolutely rotten. Four three-pounders were the formidable artillery, 
“ which, on the one hand, were to proteft the navigation of the river Linguebate, and 
“ on ‘the other to defend the grand edablilhment which he propofed to form at the 
“ bottom of the fort, and to which he had already given the name of the Town of the 
“ Plain of Health. 

“ This town confided, when we faw it, of a magazine fifty feet in length, and 
“ thirty in breadth ; and of two other fmaller edifices, one of which was intended for 
“ an hofpital, and the other for barracks. M. de Belcombc, in my prefence, afked 
“ Benyowlki, if he had nothing more to fhew him. Benyowiki, without being in 
“ the lead difconcerted, replied. My forts proteft the navigation of the important 
“ river Linguebate, and the free navigation of this river renders tT\e abfolute inader 
“ of the adjacent country. Have I not in this rendered a very cd'ential fervice to 
** France ? Could any thing more be expefted from the forces and funds which were 
“ at mydifpofal? Would another in my place have done more? — Would he have 
“ done as much ? M. de Belcombe fmiled, and faid. You fent word, governor, to the 
“ niinider of the marine, that you had laid the foundation of a large town, which 
“ you called the Plain of Health. Where is that town ?— What has become of it ?— 
“ Has it difappeared .>* for I fee nothing here but a few miferable huts. 

“ To this embarralfing quedion Benyowlki replied, that his funds had failed. My 
“ citadel, added he, has cod more than I expefted. It was necedary that 1 lliould 
“ fird pay attention to the fafety of the town, the plan of which I will now fhew you : 
“ this projeft is not a chimera j it will be carried into execution as foon as I can pro- 
cure funds fufficient to undertake it. 

“ But your citadel, faid M. de Belcombe, is a fmall pitiful battery, commanded on 
“ all fides by the high mountains which furround it : this battery of four three-pounders, 
“ placed on the fummit of a fmall mount, can never anfwer the end you propofe. 
“ Befides, I here come from France, by orders of the minider, to infpedf your labours, 
“ and I cannot avoid making you acquainted with my refleftions. Permit me to alk 
you another quedion," no lefs intereding — Where is that grand highway from Louif- 
“ burgh to Bombetoc ? Enable me, I pray, to give an account of it to the minider. 
“ Tfou have explained the advantages of it to him in the minuted manner. You have 
“ 'told him that this communication of the eadern with the wedern fide of the ifland 
“ mud make you fovereign, as one may fay, of the African coalt, becaufe the port 
“ of Bombetoc is feparated from Africa only by the channel of Mozambique. That 
“ this wild country, interfefted by high mountains, foreds, and rivers, Ihould not 
“ have thrown obdadcs in the way of your projeft, is to me a matter of adonilhment 
“ and furprife. • 

“ That route, faid Benyowlki, ig traced out : this is a feft that cannot be conteded. 
“ 1 lhall (hew you an itinerary, and direftions to be purfued for traverfing that chain 
“ of mountains which feparates the eadem from the wedem coad. You mud leave 
“ on the fouth the high mountain of Vigagora, and follow, a few deviations ex- 
“ cepted, the road frequented by the iflanders, when they come from the coad of 
' , “ Bombetoc 
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Boftibetoc to the Bay of Antoiigil. Some labour will be, doubtlefs, necefiary td 
“ render this road more pradicable ; but the prefent /eafon, and my fituation with 
“ regard to the iflanders, will not permit me, for fome time, to engage ki that un- 
“ dertaking. If you wilb, however, to explore this route, I will accompany you ; 
“ and you will then fee what difHculties I muft experience, before I can overcome 
“ thofe obllacles which are to be furmounted. , 

“ M. de Belcombe had neither leifure nor inclination to undertake a long and dif- 
“ ficult journey acrofs the ifland of Madagafcar, and he rightly conjectured that 
“ Benyowiki had not made the propofal but from a certainty of being refufed. M. 
“ de Belcombe thought it his duty to obferve, thai lie was commiffioned to infpefl 
“ works executed, and not works projected. Proceeding then to a new .^ueftion, 
“ he afked him why he had ceafed to fend rice and oxen to the Ifle of Trance. The 
“ wars which I have had to carry on againlt the iflanders, faid Benyowflei, have de- 
“ prived, and ftill deprive me, of the provilions neceflary for my own people. In 
“ inch a fituation, how could I fend fupplies to the Iflc of France ? You muft readily 
“ fee that it was impolfible. I can with equal eafe juftify the wars I have undertaken. 
“ I alTemble a palabre, and propofe to the iflanders plans calculated to promote their 
“ advantage. They, however, not only rejeCl them, but the chiefs have the infolence 
“ to threaten me. They even do mote : a fignal is given for deftroying me ; feveral 
“ muikets are difeharged at once ; and I efcape, almoft miraculoufly, from this immi- 
“ nent danger. Being vigoroufly fupported by my foldiers, I difperfe the multitude, 
“ and frighten them by fome cannot fliots which I order to be difeharged from the 
“ fort. I infift on having the heads of thofe chiefs who made an attempt on my life, 
“ in the middle of a folemn alTembly ; but this is refufed. 1 then call to my affift- 
ance the Sambarives, a people who live on the banks of the river Manaharre : 
“ five hundred of their warriors range themfelves under my ftandards, and enable me to 
“ punifh and fubdue my dangerot neighbours. Being compelled to fue for peace, 
“ the articles of a treaty were formally agreed on and fanClioned in a grand cahar of 
palabre \ the ufual ceremonies were obferved; I rewarded th Sambarives when I 
“ difmiflfed them ; I prornifed to proteCk and defend them againft the enterprifes of 
“ their enemies ; and I exhorted them to cultivate their lands, as the fpeedieft mode 
“ of remedying thofe evils which had been occafioned by our diffentions. Thefe evils 
“ are undoubtedly great j the country is laid wafte ; the principal part of the villages 
“ prefent nothing to the fight but heaps of alhes ; the lands arc left uncultivated ; 
“ and a famine has been the neceflary confequence of all thefe diforders. Peace and 
“ tranquillity, however, are about to be reftored : the iflanders, more timorous and 
“ fubmillive, will apply to agriculture ; and will repair thofe misfortunes, which they 
“ have brought upon themfelves by their odious and criminal plot againft a npn w'ho 
‘‘ knows how to make himfelf be feared and rei'pefted. The authority with vvhich I 
“ am inverted lhall never lofe its force in my hands ; I will never fuffer it to be- de- 
“ fpifed ; I will enforce obedience. Evciy military man muft approve my couduft, 
“ and adopt my principles. The whites ought never to truft to the friendlhip of fehe 
“ blacks ; they ought not even to demean themfelves fo fi r as to feek for it*. I am 
“ a foreigner, and on that account ought to exert myfelf the mere ip order to pro- 
“ cure refpe*ft to the French flag. My adminiftration will reflore to it that degree of 

“ weight which the weaknefsof my predeceflors made h U Such almoft was 

“ the fubftance of Benyowlki's converfation. He added •inveftives of every kind 
“ againft the iflanders, whofe charafter he delineated under the blackeftimd fallift 
“ colours. 


3 


“ We 
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• ** We judged that an abfolute want of provifions was the only motive which had 
determined him to preferve^peace. The hatred and refentment of this revengeful 
man had given way only to the moft urgent neceffity. M. Belcombe, being much 
“ alarmed on .this account, endeavoured to infpire Benyowiki with jufter and more 
“ humane ideas j and though he was convinced of the inutility of his exhorta- 
“ tions and eflijrls to render the peace durable, he refolved, on his return to Louif- 
“ burgh, to make a new treaty, in order to convince the inhabitants of Madagafcar 
“ that he entertained fentiments truly padtic. 

“ Benyowiki violently oppofed this plan, which M. de Belcombe had formed, of 
“ again alTembling the iflandcrs, for the purpofe of confirming the peace ; and he en- 
“ deavourcd to prove, that the holding of a new palabre would be attended with 
“ great inconveniences. His remonftrances however were of no avail ; the aflembly 
“fW'as held on the fecond of Odober 1776 ; but it was not numerous, and confilled 
“ only of an hundred and fifty of the natives. M. de Belcombe, on this occafion, 
“ renewed the treaty ; exhorted thefe people to cultivate their lands ; to avoid all 
“ caufe of difcord among themfelves; and affured them that the French eftablilh- 
“ ment at the Bay of Antongil had no other objed in view than that of fecuring to 
“ them happinefs and tranquillity. Sell, faid he, what provifions you can fpare to 
“ the French, and they will proteA you. Your enemies will then no ‘longer dare to 
“ attack you ; and you may, in future, apply to commerce and agriculture with the 
“ greateft fafety. It is but doing juftice to M. de Belcombe to obferve, that he neg» 
‘‘ leded no means which were likely to re-eftabli(h concord and confidence among the 
“ ifianders 5 but every hope of profperity was chimerical, as long as the French fet- 
tjenients were under the diredion of Benyowiki. The ifianders remained motionlefs, 
“ and feeined to be infenfible to all the teftimonies of friendlhip and afi'urances of good- 
“ will which were given to them. Benyowiki appeared to me very much chagrined 
“ at the infinuations thrown out againll his conduct. This was very evident ; for 
M. de Belcombe wilhed that his fentiments might not be mifunderllood, though he 
“ always behaved to the Governor with that deference and relpedl which are necelTary 
“ for preferving fubordination. Before our departure from Madagafcar, 1 had a con- 
“ verfation with Benyowiki, on the little advantage which Fiance was likely to derive 
“ from the ellablilhment at the Bay of Antongil. You are right, faid he, in your 
opinion ; but a lelfon which has coll two millions of livres, is not too dear to teach 
‘‘ your nation, that it ought to have allowed me a fquadron of Ihips, with two millions 
“ of livres for my annual expenditure. Had it then fent fix hundred recruits every 
“ year, I Ihould have railed in the courfe of twenty years a flourilhing and formidable 
“ colony. I obferved to him that the country was unhealthful ; and that five in fix 
of tl^q people fent thither fell vidims to the infalubrity of the climate. In anfwer to 
“ thij, Benyowiki replied, that by clearing confiderable trads of land, during the 
“ favourable feafon, difeafes might be prevented, and that the Plain of Health was a 
“ healthful fpot, whatever M. de Belcombe might fay to the contrary. If 1 have loft 
“,a great many people, continued he; and if the eighty who remain, are either fick 
“ or in ‘a Hate of convalelfence, this deplorable fituation, in which you find me, is to 
“ be aferibed to the war I was obliged to undertake again|jt the ifianders, and ftill 
“ more to my rpliding at Louilburgh. Befides, it is always, much eafier to conquer 
“ a colony belonging to an enemy, than to eftablilh one. 1 agreed with him in this 
“ idea ; and quitted hint, much aftonilhed at the confidence repofed by the French 
minillry in the projeds of this foreigner. 

“ On 
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On our arriyal at the Ifle of France, that colbny 'began to be in want of proi 
** vifions. The refources of Madagafcar had abfolutely failed. It was neceflary, 
“ therefore, to fend (hips to the Cape of Good Hope ; and heavy complaints pro- 
“ ceeded from every quarter, in order to open the eyes of the miniftry rhrpecting the 
“ mifconduft of Benyowfki.” 

The journal from which the above account is extrafted proves, th;it the eftablifh- 
ment formed at the Bay of Antongil was not fufceptible of being preferved. 

At the time when it was infpeftcd by M. de Belcombe, M. de Boynes was not minifter 
of the marine. M. Turgot had fuccecded to that oflSc'” j and under the adminiftration 
of this prudent minifter fuch an eflablifliment could not be fupported. Vain efforts 
were made to avert the ftorm, for impoftors every where find proteftors; bu. ntence 
was pronounced ; and if it was not put in execution till the adminiftration of his fuc- 
ceflbr, it was bccaufe M. Turgot did not remain long enough in ofHce to pay particular at- 
tention to this part of his duty. This illuftrious man, whofe eminent talents raifed him far 
above the generality of his cotemporaries, knew from M. Poivre, that Benyowfki was a 
dangerous adventurer, who had rendered himfelf the tyrant and fcourge of the natives of 
Madagafcar. Having juft then returned to Kurope, I learned that Benyowfki had made a 
conqueft of the illand of Madagafcar; and I heard his courage and abilities every where ex- 
tolled. I was aflured that he had built towns and fortreffes ; that he had conftrufted 
a grand road from Louifburgh to Bombetoc ; and all thefe reveries ferioufly propagated 
were fo much believed, as to become a fubjeft of wonder and converfation in the city. 
One was fcarcely allowed to doubt the truth of thefe ridiculous fables ; and M. Poivre 
himfelf was obliged to undertake the tafk of refuting them. In the mean time Benyowfki, 
difgraced, arrived in Paris, where he endeavoured to confirm the reports whicTi had* 
been fpread of his brilliant exploits in Madagafcar. He complained loudly of the in- 
juftice of the adminiftration of the file of France ; and was at length able, if not to 
juftify himfelf, at leaft to obtain new r/;wards. He then infinuated himfelf into favour 
with Dr. Fi anklin ; this fad: is inconteftable, as I was an eye-witnefs of it ; but I 
cannot reproach myfelf with having fuffered that celebrated ninr to be ignorant of 
what 1 knew refpeding this adventurer. Benyowfki, however, went to America, 
where he had fcarcely arrived when he again formed a projed of getting pofleflion 
of Madagafcar ; and with that view proceeded to the Bay of Antongil, in an Ame- 
rican vefl'el. I am not acquainted with the objed of this expedition ; but 1 know that 
M. de Souillac, the governor of the ifle of France, fent, on the gih of May 1/86, a 
vefl'el, called the Louifa, commanded by Vifeount dc la Croix, to oppofe Benyowdki’s 
enterprifes ; and caufed a detachment of fixty men from the regiment of Pondicherry, 
under the orders of M. Larcher, a captain of infantry, to accompaii) him. M. Mayeur, 
alfo, the principal fador, embarked in the fame vefl’el, in order to give M. Bgrcher 
every information neceflrary to counterad the views ot Benyowlki ; for it was kn^^wn, 
that he had feized a magazine belonging to the king at Angoncy, a village fituated to 
the north of the Bay of Antongil. 

The Louifa caft anchor at Foulepointe on the i 7th of the fame month ; and^Count 
de la Croix, after procuring fuch provifions as he flood in need or, quitted that port and 
proceeded to Angoncy. He arrived there on the 23d; but inftcad of anchoring in the. 
bay, the entrance of which is difficult, and the fituation badly lain down in charts, he 
ohofe rather to anchor at the diltance of half a league from the < .iore, in the bay of the 
eaftern cape near to that of Angoncy. When the vefl'el was hi-dy moored, M. Larcher 
prepared to make good a landing ; and fome boats well manned, and having each ^ two 
pieces of cannon in their bows, advanced towards a part of the coaft where no obftacle 
appeared to interrupt them : but when the people were juft ready to go on ffiore, a 
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\^lley. froin*Benyow{ki’s troops left them in no doubt rerpe£bing the hoftlle intentions 
of that adventurer. A few cannon (hots, however, difperfed the enemy, who were 
feen retreating into the woods ; and after they had difappeared, a defcent was efFeded 
without impediment or diforder. M.Larcher, at the head of his men, wilhed to 
march direSly towards Benyowlki’s fettlement ; but he was unwilling to entangle 
himfelf in the thick woods, where it would have been impollible for him to make tife 
of his artillery. The iflanders therefore, who ferved him as guides, conduced him 
by a more open route, which would, however, have prefented infurraountable obftacles 
had it been guarded and defended. ^ 

M. Larcher had five marfiies, and a bad bridge, ninety feet long, to crofs, before 
he could*arrive at Benyowlki’s fettlement. It may be readily fuppofed that he would 
not have purfued this route had he been acquainted with the danger of it : but 
Benyowlki was fo little afraid that any one could march by fo difficult a road, that he 
had neglefted to cut down the bridge which rendered it palTable. This negligence is 
inconceivable in a man who expeded an attack : for it was afterwards known, that 
he openly faid, “ The people of Foulepointe will foon come to alk reftitution of the 
“ magazine I have feized : I am glad of it ; for they will fave me the trouble of going 
“ to attack them at Foulepointe.” 

When M. Larcher had palTed the bridge with his artillery, he dillltidlly heard the 
noife of people at work. A little while after the advanced guard announced that he 
faw a red flag, which is the ordinary fignal for engaging in this ifland. M. Larcher 
immediately ordered his men to infpecl their arms, and to prepare for marching 
towards the enemy in order of battle. Fifty houfes were then perceived, all regularly 
placed in a line, one of which, larger and higher than the reft, was judged to be that 
of Benyowlki. They had not yet feen the fort, as the view of it was intercepted by a 
fmall grove of trees : but as foon as they dillinguilhed it, they obferved about an hun- 
dred men who were retiring to it with precipitation. 

This fort, fituated on an eminence, and furrounded by ftrong palifades, was defended 
by two four-pounders and a few fwivels. As foon as Benyowlki judged that the French 
were near enough, he ordered his men to fire the cannon. The firft difeharge was 
with bullets ; the fecond with grape Ihot ; and the third with fmall balls. Thefc three 
difeharges were fupported by a brilk fire of mulketry ; but notwithftanding this 
defence, the French continued to advance in good order. When the commanding 
officer thought that he was at a proper diftance from the enemy, he ordered them to 
return Benyowlki’s fire. This Angle volley proved decifive : Benyowlki received a 
wound in the breaft with a ball, which put an end to his cxiftence, at the moment 
when he was juft applying a match to a cannon loaded with grape-lhot. Luckily the 
primirg did not catch fire: had this cannon been difeharged, it would certainly have 
occafioned great diforder among the French ; and might have, perhaps, caufed their 
expedition to mifearry. They were in a fituation where it was necelTary for them 
either to conquer or perilh ; they were deprived ©f every means of being fupported ; 
all cotjimunication with the coalt was cut off ; and they were inclofed in fuch a 
manner that it would •have been impoffible for them to regain their veffel. Imme- 
diately after Benyowlki’s death, the fort furrendered at diforetion. The greater part 
of the iflanders faved themfelves over the palifades } and no attempt was made to Ilop 
them. The objeft of the expediti&h was accomplilhed ; and M. Larcher had ftridt 
others to treat the inhabitants of the country with humanity. Some of them, who 
joined the whites, laid down their arms, and furrendered themfelves prifoners j but 
they were the fame moment releafed, and reftored to their full liberty. This generous 
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behaviour induced the chief of Angoncy to come to requeft peace, and lo throw 
himfelf under the proteftion of the French. He prefeftted to M.Larcher an old 
Portuguefe woman, and the Baronefs d’Adefcheins, the widow of an officer who had 
followed Benyowlki to Madagafcar. Thefe two women had fled for Ihelter to the 
chie^ and it was in compliance with their entreaties that he delivered them into the 
hands of the French. This chief complained bitterly of Benyowflei’s fyrranny. He 
faid he had reigned over that fertile part of the country where he was eftablilhed with 
a rod of iron ; that he plundered the Inhabitants without mercy ; and defliroyed, through 
,fear, the fruits 'Jbf their induflry. He was continual’ ' adding new taxes to the 
burthens which he thought proper to impofe on them j and he violated, in ajlf out- 
rageous manner, the moil refpeded ufages and cuftoms. Their vain remonhranCM 
were reiefted with harlhnefs. In treating them as flaves, and fubjefliing them to the 
mofl galling yoke, he wilhed to make them lofe even the hopes of recovering their 
liberty. Thefe people were fubmiffive to his caprices : his coiifummatc audacity, his 
cunning, and ftill more the impetuofity of his charadler, had rendered him abfolute 
mafter of Madagafcar; and, at the time when he was killed, he was preparing to 
drive the French from the ifland and even to turn their kindnefles againfl; themfelves. 

Generous nation, but too eafy to be deluded, ceafe to give way to that enthullafm 
which has involved you in fo many evils. Remember that the Malegaches have ftill 
to reproach you for abandoning their country to pillage, and to the tyranny of an 
adventurer, who was in every refpeft unworthy of the reception with which you 
honoured him. You entrufted to this foreigner feveral millions of money, and objefts 
of the utmoft importance. You granted him rewards and marks of diftinftioir re- 
ferved for your moft zealous defenders ; but what gratitude did he fhew for them ? 
He took up arms againfl: you ; he fired upon your troops ; he plundered your 
magazines. Had not inconfiftency and imprudence prefided over all his afliohs, he 
would have found means to prevent jv - from carrying on commerce, or having any 
intercourfe with Madngafcar. 

The Malegaches, exhaufted by inteftine wars, had loft, during .he adminiftration 
of Benyowlki, almoft all their good qualities : they were become bafe Haves, devoted 
to the caprices of a ferocious and intraSable mafter. Under him the lands remained 
uncultivated ; agriculture was neglefled ; and commerce interrupted had converted 
into a defert, a country once fertile and flourifhing. This artful man had fpread the 
feeds of hatred and difeord among the iflanders ; and his haughty and difdainful gait 
united with his impudence and impofture to overawe the multitude. Through features 
which difplayed pride and duplicity, one could ftill diftinguifli a ferocious afpe£k, 
capable of intimidating the moft intrepid. The events of his life have been only a 
long feries of crimes and villanies ; and his death was a juft punilhment for hia in- 
famous treachery. It was necelTary either to deliver Madagafcar from the yoke of this 
tyrant, or to abandon the colonies of the ifles of France and Bourbon. 

Thefe favage people had neither fuflicient knowledge nor fpirit to recover, by them- 
felves, their loft liberty ; and how could they avoid and efcape from the fnares with -s^hich 
Benyowlki had artfully furrounded them ? This common enem^ found means by his 
duplicity to create divifion amongft them. As the French therefore, through their 
enthufiafm, were the authors of all the evils whjch they expfienced, jullice and 
equity would have obliged us to go to their alfiftance, even h d not the intereft of 
our commerce rendered it neceffary. But I have already proved that the llle of 
France depends in a preat meafure for its fubfiftence on the Ifland of Madagafcr r, 
and this dependence is abfolute in the time of great calamities. The Cape of Good 
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Hope affords refources then which are diftant, expenfive, uncertain, and in every 
refpecl infufficient. It is ‘doubtlefs much to be wifhed that forae fixed and per- 
manent eftablilhinents could be formed in this part; but I have Ihewn that the infalu- 
brity of the air is an obftacle which cannot be furmounted without facrificing the lives 
of a great number of men. From the month of May, however, till the ei^d of 
Oftober, tht'fe fhores may be frequented without danger. This is the period raoft 
favourable for commerce ; it is likewife the time of harvcll ; and provifions of every 
kind may be then procured. 


Ruri.ECTlONS ON THE NORTHERN EaRI' OF MADAGASCAR. 

THE northern part of Madagafcar is much more fertile in produftions of every 
kind than the fouthem part. For this rcalbn it is more frequented by European 
veffels ; but the interior part of the country has never yet been vifited. When at the Ille 
of France, I in vain endeavoured to procure fuch information as might enable me to 
write a defeription of it. On this fubjccl, Bigorne could only give me fome vague 
and uncertain ideas, which it w’as difficuli to make any ufe of. It was, however, from 
what he tol i me that 1 drew out, at Mauaharre, a Ihort memoir, which afterwards 
ferved as a bafis for Benyowlki, to propoic the forming of an eflabhfliment at the Bay 
of Antongil. This memetir contains the itinerary of the iflanders, who go from Idom- 
betoc to that bay ; but nothing remarkable is to be found in it, except an account of 
the numerous difficulties which occur in that pafl'ag'.. If the Malegaclies furmount 
thefe difficulties, it is merely becaufe they are much nimbler, and more inured to 
fadgue, than the greater part of the Europeans. The high n}ouj)!ains of Vigagora, 
which muft be traverfed, prefent at every Itep obftacles capable of hopping men the 
moft accuftomed to brave dangers of every kind. Whoever may be obligt'd to under- 
take a journey by this rugged way, ought, if he is prudent, to furnilh hiinlelf with 
ropes and poles to climb the fteepefi places. I know by experience how neceffary 
fuch precautions are, for I have made ufe of thele helps more than once w en tra- 
velling in thofe mountains. When I found myielf furrounded by rocks, a liuall cord 
held by my guides revived my courage, and facilitated an accefs to the highetl preci- 
pices. Silk cords are preferable to thofe of hemp, bccaufe they arc Itrongcr and 
much lighter. Dr. Franklin propofes paper kites, to enable people to crofs rivers, 
the currents of which may be rapid. This method might; doubllel's, be of utility in 
certain circumftanccs to thofe who cannot fwim well. Thofe, however, who are un- 
acquainted wdth that ufeful art may, by means of bamboos fafleneci to a long rope, 
crofs very rapid rivers when they have in tlicir fcrvice vigorous iflanders and good 
fwinmers, who by this fimple apparatus can draw them from the one bank to the 
other. With prudence and induftry man may furmount great obftacles ; there 
are few above his genius when he has learned early to attempt to overcome fuch 
difficulties. 

Iij the forefts the compafs is his guide j and, every where elfe, mechanics furnilhes 
him with the means o# efcaping from the moft difficult fituations. Thefe means vary 
according to circumftances ; but it would be improper here to enter into farther de- 
tails on this fubjeft. I muft, however, obferve, that a 'kind of hammock like thofe 
employed in the colonies for carrying women and children, would be of infinite utility 
^ to thofe who travel in thefe wild countries. This hammock muft be light and water- 
proof ; it fhould be made therefore of very ftrong canvas, covered with gum elal^ 
difiblved in Unfeed-oil, a kind of varniih ufed for confining the inflammable air in 
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balloons. Such a hammock may be employed, not only as a bed, by fufpending it 
between two trees ; but, by means of a bamboo, it mdy be converted alfp into a 
vehicle for tranfporting the traveller from one place to another when he Sn ds himfelf 
fatigued : and becaufe the canvas, on account of the varniffj, is impenetrable to water, 
the Ij^nimock becomes a real pirogua, the advantages of which are fo obvious that it is 
unnecelTary to explain them. * 

The place molt frequented by the Europeans in the northern part of Madagafcar, is 
called Foulepointe ; but the natives give it the name of Voulou- Voulou. I'he harbour is 
^ furrounded by a reef of rocks, which break the force ■ 1 the waves, and fhelter fhips 
from heavy fcas. The fliores of it are very bold, and the lealt depth of the w.'^ter is 
twenty-three feet at low tides. 

The reef, which confifts of coral rocks, is joined to the main land, and (Iretches 
N.N.E. wliilft the coaft llretches N.N.W, 

The entrance of the harbour, which is on the north jide, is about fifty fathoms in 
breadth. The depth of the bafin is about fifty fathoms : it is capable of containing 
ten large veffels, which may anchor along-fide of each other in from thirty to thirty- 
five feet of water. The ground is fure ; but in the winter feafon, the entrance is (hut 
by a fliifting fand bank, which is diffipated when the fouth-eaft fucceed the north winds 
or calm weather. The fea never rifes or foils more thah four or five feet at the 
time of fpring or neap tides. During the latter the reef of rocks appears above the 
water ; and abundance of natural produftions may be then found on them, fuch as 
mofles, marine plants, black coral, valuable madrepores, fea ftars, infeds, and fhells, 
which by the variety of their form, and the brilliancy of their colours ferve to ornaThent 
the cabinets of the curious. The mouths of the rivers here are bordered with mangles 
which are loaded with oyfters of an excellent tafte. Thefe oyfters adhere to the 
branches, and form clufters of the molt Angular and remarkable figures. At a little 
diltance from thofe parts which the fcu ..overs, there are found veins of a kind of fond 
different from that r *: the fhorc, and which appears to have experienced a femi-vitrifi- 
cation. This fand is intermixed with ftoncs of a foft friable nature, interfjjerfed with 
an infinite number of fmall fragments of natural glafs. Foulepointe, according to the 
obfervations which I made, lies in latitude 17" 40' 20", and longitude 47° 30'. During 
my flay here, Reaumur’s thermometer never rofe above twenty-feven degrees, and 
never fell lower than fifteen. The barometer experienced very little variation, and 
always between twenty-eight inches two lines and twenty-eight inches five lines. 

Ships can procure at Foulepointe provifions of every kind in abundance, and at a 
low price. The markets are well fupplied when commerce experiences no check or 
reftraint on the part of the Europeans. Some years ago the people of Foulepointe 
refufed to fell hogs and pig.s, becaufc an old man who lived at the diflaiice of "four 
leagues from the port, and who was accounted R forcerer, had forbidden them. This 
Ombiaffe pretended that they tvould be threatened with great misfortunes if they did 
not endeavour to deftroy the race of thefe filthy animals : but this prohibition does not 
prevent the Europeans from procuring them in the mounuins, where they miy be 
found in large herds. It would not perhaps be difficult to dfeilioy this inconvenient 
fuperftition among thefe iflaflders. The villages in the neighb'nirl’ood of'Foulepointc 
are not numerous; they are difperfed here ayd the;‘e on the dec’i.ities of little hills, 
and are defended only by palifodes. They are agreeably fhad by a multitude of 
ufeful trees, fuch as the cocoa-nut tree, bamboos, orange and iertionjtrces, wild vines, , 
and bananas, the fruit of which are fo much clteemed by the Europeans : but the lU >11 
remarkable is the raven, a kind of palm-tree known only in Madagafcar. 
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This trSe, the top part of which is prepared and eaten in the fame manner as that 
of the cabbage-palm, rifes td a great height. It is covered with a hard bark, and its 
wood, which is filwus and hard, is employed for conftruQing houfes. The walls and 
partitions of thcfe houfes are formed of the ribs of its leaves, which have the folidity of 
wood and ihc pliability of leather, and which are faftened together in a very itigejjious 
manner. 'I hi leaves lerve to cover them ; and this covering, which lafts a long time, 
is prcfiji.ible to our thatch. 

It is of the leaves of the raven alfo that the Madecaffes make their plates, difhes, 
ard cups. Thcfe vefltls are always clean, but they are never ufed more than 
once. 

Under the membranous covering which inclofes the flowers of this palm, is found a 
gummy fubllunce of an exquifite tafhe, which one would take to be honey. 

It is not furprifing that the Madecafles endeavour to be furrounded by a tree fo 
ufeful. They make very large planks of it by fplitling it from the one end to the other. 
Thefe planks, however, muft* be ftraightened the moment they are fplit. 

The lands belonging to Foulepointc abound with rich paftures and cattle. When 
you go along the fertile banks of the beautiful river Ongleby, you are furprifed to fee 
it difappear all of a fudden in the fands, at the diftance of four miles^ from its mouth. 
This river, which is deep in fome places and in others broad and fliallow, produces 
plenty of fifh, and is covered with water-fowl. Piroguas fail up it for more than 
twenty leagues. It is a pity that this river, like all the reft in Madagafcar, fliould be 
filled with monftrous crocodiles. The fight of them often ftrikes a terror into the moft 
intrepid iflanders when travelling along its banks. Great precaution is neceffary to 
avoid the danger of being furprifed by thefe deftruftive amphibious animals. I one day 
law an ox dragged away and devoured by one of thefe monfters. 

What makes the rivers of Madagafcar delightful, renders them alfo dangerous. The 
trees and flirubs which cover their banks, ferve as an afylum and retreat to thefe for- 
midable animals. 

On advancing a few leagues from Foulepointc, towards the high mountains of 
Ambotifmene, the land begins to rife, and the plains and the valleys are ftieltered from 
the winds by little hills. The heat here is not incommodious, becaufe the country is 
high and covered with wood ; the low lands, which are lefs cultivated, are more wild 
and rural. The iflanders in this part do not keep their cattle, but fuffer them to 
wander about without a guide, and withottt lhackles. 

The meadows, which are fituated at the bottom of the valleys, are watered by a 
multitude of ftreams and rivulets, the windings of which are fo much the more agree- 
able as they are formed by the hand of nature. The flowers by which they are 
enamelled, have more fplendour, and difplay a greater variety of colours than thofe 
with which our meatls are ornamentedfi I’ufts of trees fcattered here and there without 
art or regularity, render the view of thefe rural fpots delightful and interefting. Some 
leagues farther the feene changes, and the country becomes mountainous. A Ikilful 
painter would here be at a lofs to fix upon the moft pidurefque feene. His imagina- 
tion, bewildered and undetermined refpeding a choice of objefts, would not allow him 
the free exercife of his talent j he could not advance a Single ftep without feeing a 
fudden and unexpeflied change produce new profpedfs, and the moft interefting points 
of view. But without ftopping to catch a general (ketch of this beautiful country, if 
_ you employ yourfelf inf ftudying its produdions, an immenfe and truly ufeful field then 
opens before you ; and a multitude of vegetables difpetled every where in profufion 
prefeut themfelves to your refearches. 
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You will perceive fix diftindl kinds of rice ; you will fee barley of a fupewor beauty | 
and you will diftinguilh ten kinds of yams, fomc of which are as large as one’s thigh, 
and all of them fit for fupplying food to men as well as to cattle. Butl .efides thefe 
roots, which requii’e fome care and cultivation, there are others abfolutely wild, called 
by ^the.iflanders fanghits. This root, which is avS large as a man’s body, has a delicate 
talte, and is covered with a reddifli coloured Ikiii. We are affured that it both allays 
hunger and quenches third: : it is diuretic, and eafy of digeflion. 

You may procurp alfo various kinds of turnips and beans, with peafe of an exqui- 
fite tafte. 

varvatfes refembles the caper Ihrub, and flow.;r§ in the fame manner. Each 
pod contains a fmall pea of the ftze of a lentil. This leguminous plant rirc.. to the 
height of the cherry-tree : in fome of the interior provinces its leaves are employed 
for feeding fdk-worms. 

When you quit the plains and meadows, to enter thofe iramenfe foreds which ferve 
as a retreat for a variety of wild animals, your imagination is druck with beauties of 
another kind. Profound iolitude, a coolnefs which furprifes you in fo warm a climate, 
ihades inaccedible to the rays of the fun, and echoes which on all fides repeat the bel- 
lowing of the cattle, dill afford you new enjoyments. But thefe enjoyments do not 
equally delight all : they feem to be fuited in a peculiar manner to thofe wdio are of a 
ferious and melancholy difpofitioii : yet, however infcnfible people may be to the 
beauties of nature, they will always behold with a kind of enthufiafin that multitude 
of trees of a prodigious fize and height, among which the foierjhe is particularly dif- 
tinguidied. 

T'J[iofe who prefer the dudy of botany to that of mineralogy will find abundance of 
plants in the mountains ot Ambotifmene to gratify their ruriofity. Enormous blocks 
of rock-crydal alfo may be fecn there, fome of which are chrydallized, while others 
app( ar to have no regular form ; fo. ' ' of them contain fchorl and other foreign bodies. 
I'hole kinds of fchorl in greated requed among naturalids, are common in thefe moun- 
tains, as well as indices of tin-mines, which the illanders call 'loila-fouuhejine. Iron* 
mines of an excellent quality are difperfed in great profufion all over the idand, and 
very near to the I'urface ol the earth. The Maiegaches break and pound the ore, and 
place it between four dones lined with potter’s clay •, they then employ a double 
wooden pump, indead of a pair of bellows, to give the fire more drength ; Mid in the 
fpace of an hour the mineral is in a date of fufion. The iron produced by this opera*- 
tion is foft and malleable : no better is known in the world. There are, doubtlefs,. 
other mines in this iflund ; but thofe who wifii to fearch for them mud not be afraid of 
difficulties and laboui*. Riches of this kind being inclofed in the bow'els of the earthy- 
much digging and tedious exertions are neceffary to procure them : befides, aqcefs to> 
the mountains of Ambotifmene is imprafticabli^ as the iflanders fay, to the Eurc'peans ; 
for their fummits abound with deep rocks and precipices, which prevent them Sfrom,' 
being approached. The highed of thefe mountains is about eighteen hundred fathoms 
above the level of the fea. In its lhape it has a great refemblance to the Table Motmt 
deferibed by every traveller who has vidted the Cape of Gore) Hope. * 

I can only give this faint fketch of the mineralogical riches of Madagafcar. The 
, real riches, however, of tius illand are its numerous vegetable produftions, varied almod 
without end by the nature and fertility of its foil. I lhall he\; give a defeription of 
thofe which 1 brought to the Ifle of France to M. Poivre, 
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Description of Trees, Shrubs, and Plants, which grow in the n6'rth- 

ERN Pa-rt of Madagascar, and which I carried to the Isle of France, 

IN the end of the year 1768. 

MALAO-M^NGHrr, a large tree, the bark of which is brown, the trunk ftraight, 
and the wood white. Its fap, at firft white and milky, becomes, when expofed to 
the air, as red as blood. The fruit is a kind of nutmeg. The Malegaches afcribe to 
this nut the fame virtues as we afcribe to the real nutmeg. 

Rarahe. This is a wild nutmeg-tree, larger and much more beautiful than the 
malao-manghit. It furniflies a nutmeg from which the Malegaches extraft a very aro- 
matic oil. This oil, with which they rub their bodies and hair, is efficacious in curing 
and diffipating cold humours. Taken internally it llrengthens the ftomach. 

Bachi-bachi, The bachi-bachi refembles the rarabe ; but its leaves and fruit are a 
little different. It grows in elevated places. Its fruit, as well as the covering w'hich 
contains them, is aromatic. 

Rhara-horac is a real wild nutmeg-tree, the trunk of which is large, and the branches 
bulhy. It delights to grow in moift marfliy places. The foimingo-mcna^rabou, a large 
pigeon of a blue colour, is very fond of the fruit of this tree. After digefting the mace, 
it fows the nuts throughout the whole iffand. 

Ravend-fara. Of all the nutmeg-trees in the iffand of Madagafcar the ravend-fara 
has principally engaged the attention of botanilis. The odour of cloves, cinnamon and 
nutmegs is not much different from that of a kind of perfume extradfed by diffillation 
from the leaves of this tree. They yield an eflential oil much more efteemed than that 
procured from cloves. The cooks in India employ this perfume for ragouts, in pre- 
,, Terence to any other kind offpicery. This valuable tree grows in moilt places but a 
dry foil is not abfolutely contrary to its nature. It becomes very large and bulhy ; its 
top, which is of a pyramidal form, is well furniflied with leaves ; its wood is white, 
exceedingly hard as well as heavy, and deftitute of fmell, but the bark exhales a very 
ftrong odour. Its fruit is a real nut flattened at the two extremities. The perfume of 
the nut, and the hulk in which it is inclofed, is not fo ftrong as that of the leaves, but 
in my opinion it is much more delicate. 

Haram'e* The haramc is the largeft and talleft kind of tree that grows in the neigh- 
bourhood of Foulepointe. The wood of the trunk appears whitilh externally, and of 
a reddifli colour in the heart. When it has attained its utmoft fize, it every year calls 
its outer bark, which is thick and grey. The trunk is fmooth and without branches, 
except at the upper extremity ; but its branches are well furnilhid with leaves, and 
the bul}) on its top has a very beautiful appearance. 

The fmalleft incifion made in this tret.;produces, in great abundance, a white reli- 
nous gum, which has a very ftrong aromatic fmell. The Malegache women make it 
into a kind of pafte with which they rub their faces, in order to preferve the frelhnefs of 
the Ikin. 

When this refinous gum is burnt, it exhales a perfume like that of incenfe. The 
fruit is a nut, the hulk of which only is aromatic. • 

Laben. This tree grows in fandy places on the fea-lhore, »and rifes to a very great 
height. Its wood, which is hard, and of a reddilh colour, is proper for being em- 
ployed in cabinet-work. • The fruit of the Laben is of»the lhape and fize of a large 
olive. The kernel it contains is white and oily, and has a delicate tafte. 


Fouraba. 
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Fouraba, The fouraha is one of the moij^ beautiful and ufeful trees to ‘be found m 
>var^ climates. The wood of it, next to that of Tec, is the beft in India for conftruft- 
ing veffels. It may very properly be compared to the Tacamaca of the li e of France. 
Like that tree it yields a balm of a green colour, which is excellent for curing wounds. 
This tree, which is large and bulhy, is loaded with branches of a great fize, and is re- 
markable for its prodigious height. * 

Tevartna, The tevartna exhibits, in the midft of the forells, all the fymmetry of 
art. It feems to have been cut on purpofe into a pyramid confifting of leven ftories ; 
’^Rnd itsbulhy branches, placed horizontally around a nooth llraight trunk, give it an 
appearance altogether fingular. It is, perhaps, the moft beautiful tree known for 
decoration. 

Hhnchy. This tree, the moft common of all thofe found in the forefts near Foule- 
pointe, is exceedingly proper for forming avenues, as its top is well furnilhed With 
leaves. It refembles the plum-tree, aiid rifes to the fame height. The wood, which 
is of a red colour, may be ufed for calbinet work. Its bark is fmooth and white ; and 
the leaves are large, and of a beautiful green. 

FotcrJl>e. I'he foterfbc is one of the largeft trees in Madagafcar ; but its wood is lit 
only for fuel. Anrjther kind of foterjbc, deferibed by Flacourt under the name of 
•OQuafouira^ grows in the marlhes. 

Tangum. This tree grows on the borders of the fea. Its wood, which is hard and 
variegated with veins, is proper for cabinet and inlaid work. The Malegaches make 
too much ufe of the fruit of this tree, to the dangerous qualities of which they are no 
ftrangers. It is a real manchineel, which, as is well known, produces one of the moft 
formidable of poifons. 

Antafara. I'hc antafara is known in the Ifle of France under the name of milk-wood. 
Its flowers have the fame fmell and lhape as thofe of jafmine. If a flight incilion be - 
made in the trunk of this tree, if j!.jlds, in great abundance, a milky juice which 
of a very cauftic nature. 

AJfy. This tree, which is a beautiful kind of palm, rifes to Lije height of ten feet. 
Its trunk is marked with thdiimprefllon of its leaves, which are continually falling in 
fucceflion. Its top is crowned with three or four rows of leaves, four or five feet in 
length, and an inch and a half in bre-adth. Thcfe leaves refcmble thofe of the lily : 
they are as thick as one’s hand, and form a beautiful umbrella. 

Tafoumoma. The wood of this tree, which is large ami biilhy, is white, and its 
bark fmooth. Its fruit is a real acorn, like that of the oak. The kernel has a tafte 
fomewhat aromatic, and fmells like turpentine. 

Houniis- The llOod of the hounits is of a beautiful yellow colour. The bark is red, 
and when an incifion is made in it, a juice red as coral ilfucs from it. By theihclp of 
a common lye the Malegaches extraft a fineieil dye from the bark of the root. The 
hounits is large and beautiful. 

Zavin-ravin. This tree rifes to a moderate fize, and is not bufliy. The trunk is 
full of knots ; the bark is grey, and the wood white. It grows in marlhy pla<;es. 

Lingo. The lingo is a woody creeping twig, which afeends to the fummits of the 
higheft trees. I'his twig is only two inches in diameter. Its v-ood is yellow, as well 
as the interior part of tho bark. 

I’he Malegaches employ the root and bark of the lingo to dy^" uread red and yellow. 

Harongan. This tree, which is about fifteen feet in heigift, grows in a fandy foil. 
Its leaves are ufed to dye mats and baikets red. The gum extrafted from it -s a kind 
of dragon’s blood. 

Fancajpnu 
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TancaJfoV. The tancaflbn is a kind of wild vine, the fruit of which is fou^ and 
fomewhat agreeable to the tifte. This twig rifes to the tops of the hjgheft*trees. 
Its root is diuretic. The illanders efteem the fruit of the taucajon. Flacourt, who 
has defcribed feveral kinds of wild vines, makes no mention of it. 

T aco. A kind of wild vine like the tancafon. 

Vom lomba. • A kind of vine, the fruit of which the Europeans prefer to all others, 
and which they call Mada^afcar grapes. Their tafte is fomewhat fouriflt. This plant 
dies every year. Its root is a kind of yam. 

uianakucy, A large fenfitive plant. 

Arefou. A fpecies of elder. 

Tougnounan. The flowers of this tree are fliaped like a bell ; and the wood of it is 
ufed for making a/Tagays. 

Tafoumounan. Small white flowers : fruit like an acorn. 

Racoudrit. A green fruit that grow in cluft^. 

Uvang biri. A parafite plant bearing large fqiiare pods, the feeds of which are anti-^ 
hemorrhoidal. 

Tevartc. A pyramidal flirub, cut naturally into ftories. 

Aza7nbou. Has a fruit which grows in the form of a red nofegay. 

Uua-he-Tditchou. Produces a fruit good to eat. 

Sampan-leva. Has a fruit in the form of a yellow chaplet. 

Tchingit. A kind of baftard fenna tree, with yellow flowers, 

Lacca. Bears a fmall fruit like a grain of pepper. Its flowers grow in the form 
of tho- bezel of a ring. 

Vognindofong. 

Fanpechourou. A kind of lily in the form of a (lar. This flower announces the 
feafon for whale filhing, 

Voua-hintchi. 

Filao. Equifetum arborefeens. 

Voantlifan. A prickly tree, bearing no leaves but on the top. 

Tchuvi-ovi. A kind of ipecacuanha, feriploca, 

Jacuan. A fpecies of almond-tree, without leaves, which produces gum. 

Tifnbalave. Shrub with white gondolated flowers. 

AnipaU. Has round leaves which file iron. 

Anghivi. Its fruit gives a bitter but agreeable tafte to the liquors drunk by the 
Madecafles. 

Azon-Ranou, A frelh -water mangle, the pods of which grow oppofite to each 
other^ 

Farafer. A parafite plant, the flower of which is long and red, and fhaped like a 
many’s hand, or a fork with five prongM*' 

Vango. A beauiiful tree, the fruit of which is called Vaas-fou-vara. When an In- 
cifion is made in its trunk, it produces a yellow gum. 

Voua-milfa voi. A fpecies of after, or ftarwort. 

‘Tongounadein-tien. Kind of mint. 

Sanoang-motan-nahanrou. Kind of creeping afparagus. 

Ranga-zaa. Bulbous plant with a white flower. 

Tclj'ilotou. White tulip. 

Fi/outche. Tree with leaves like thofe of mallow. Flowers grow around the trunk. 

Sebira. Palm-tree, the bark of which is burnt in order to extraft a fait from it, 
ufed by the Malegaches with their food. 


Raven 
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Raven-tongbarts, Balfamic plant. 

'Tat»oujou. Kind of benjamin, bearing a button-ihap^ fruit. 

Azou-ranou. Shrub, the fruit of W'hich is of a cinnamon colour. 

Afalrah 'c. Shrub, the bark of which is odoriferous. 

Vaing-bare. ' Parafite plant : its leaves are downy, and its flowers white. 

Talaie. Bears thick leaves, and berries like thofe of the holly. 

Jang. A tree which produces large bunches of flowers. 

VMa~tani. lias a flower like that of the lihoa of thina. 

Wua-monturung. Parafite plant, with leaves like thofe .>f the tamarind-tree. Its fruit 
^ refembles a I)cun. 

Fua-touiouc, Shrub, with red frtjlt, which are eaten, and which tafte I'ke ftraw- 
if^berries. 

Monlton-rongou. Rcfemblcs the rara. Its Laves are fniall, and the fruit obloOg 
and angular. 

Vouang-titirang. Produces a kind ofmut, the hulk of which is downy, and of a 
yellow colour. 

* Voua-nialrm, Bears a pod like the apocynon. 

Voua-rougni. Kind of freflr-water mangle. 

Voua-fourindi. ' I.arge tree with fmall red flowers difpofed in clufters. 

Ampal't. Has long leaves, ufed for polilhing wood, and freeing iron from ruft. 

Joudi-fafal. Semper vivens. 

Voua-fevarantou. 

Vouang-tae. Malum cidonium. 

Votia-fatre. Kind of box. Its fruit, which are aromatic, are eaten. 

Enghi-panza. Small fpecies of indigo. 

Enghi-bc. Large indigo with big pods. 

Vua-macoliong. Kind of tamarind, m which an oil is extra6ded. 

Sacaviro-ambou. Hog-ginger. A kind^of zedoary. 

Vua-fao. Species of the fago palm. 

Ouvi-rombe. Creeping twig^^hc leaves of which are fmall, and fijaped like a fharp- 
pointed heart. 

Chifonlfid. Has fmall leaves difpofed in pairs, like thofe of the leflTer haraips. ' Its 
flowers confifl; of four green leaves inclofed in a calyx. W 

Vua-honda. Bears a fruit of the form of a cucumber, whlcb fmell like a quince. 

Sangnamou-batou. The leaves of this plant have the fame efl'edt as thofe of the co* 
cuius indicus. When ufed to catch fifh, they mull be bruifed. 

Vaini-rombou. Herjji?,- endowed with the fame properties as the above. 

Sanga-Sanga. A triangular kind of bulrulh, the real papyrus. 

Vua-ioudinga. Bears a fruit like the of jQhina. 

Vua-carabo. A kind of twig which bears a fruit like a large chefnut. 

Vua^nantoula. Bears a fruit which contains a large kernel like the feeds of the la* 
potilla, but much thicker. ' , » 

•Vouang-pindela. Has leaves like thofe of the cinnamon-tree, •vi .houl ...ell. 

Vua-tingui-le-pas. Produces a fruit of a green colour, the pulp of wnich difpofed 
in coats opens like the petals <jf a flower. The feeds are found in 'he heart, inclofed 
in a bag with three round corners. * 

Anja-oidy. Kind of very high Jieath. 

Vua-tchirie. Species of •vacom with long narrow leaves. 

Yttadibicafon. Bears 2^ fnrall fruit like the rangoujian. 

' ^ VOL. XVI. 5 F 
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Tchouti-morou or ramu. Small fillquous plant. 

Vua-hia~vavi. Creeping ti/ig with female white flowers. 

Vua-namhouavon. Bears red fruit dilpofed in the fdrm of a nofegay. The flowers 
are of a violet colour ; the leaves, which are whitifli, and which grow in pairs, are 
ufeful for healing wounds and ulcers. 

Vua-rha. Hind of fig-tree, the fruit of which are eaten. 

Yua-hc-Uftlfou. 

VarQu. Kind of mallow. 

Lindcm. Species of palm. 

Angnan-ramhou-lahc. 

Tongou-hintebi. 

Jrlarame. The gum of this tree appears to be of the fame nature as ambergris. 

Chingolpont. 

Chijtala. -i- 

Alut-mandrout. 

Vanghoui-nangboua. 

Bakrang. Creeping twig v/hich bears large berries like buttons. 

Ardouranga, Small plant, with a red filiquous flower like indigo, 

Vaguincing-boua. Shrub with white downy leaves, and white flower^. Its root heals 
wounds. 0 

Cani-pouti. Grafs with large leaves, the juice of which is employed for making 
figures on the body. 

TMpoulou-pouU. 

Adabou, Large tree. 

Ouoi-randra. An aquatic plant with indented leaves ; flowers fliaped like a crefeent j 
root fit to be eat, 

Toiilas. Kind of laurel, the leaves and berries of which are aromatic. * 

Vour-honda. Bears a large fruit like an oblong cylindrical mango. It has a fweet 
odour, and its feeds are ramified. The leaves are placed exactly oppofitc to each 
other. 

Momoii-founace. A flirub with violet flowers. The leaves arc difpofed by threes. 

Amou-minti. Curious pyramidal flirub. 

Az6d^minti-be. The fame with large leaves. A beautiful tree. 

Tocam-houdi. A fmall palm with large leaves divided at the extremity. 

Fouraiigdra. A kind of creeping twig which bears a triangular bladder. Its leaves 
are like parfley. 

Voua-mandroucoii. Produces flowers which grow from the ti|ink. The petals have 
a fjifTal form. 

,Voua-mena. Bears a fweet fruit a|j.red as coral. The wood and the leaves arc 
alfo red. 

Mang. Tree, the leaves of which are like thofe of the mallow, but larger and 
ftroriger. Its flowers arc downy like thofe of the ketmia, and of a rofe colour. 

Angua-maloit. Kind of aromatic flirub, with flowers like golden buttons. 

Volang-bondi-pouni. Rod wood, which turns black as -it grows old. This wood is 
proper for dying. , 

TJimamafoo. Creeping twig, the flowers of which are like thofe of jafmine, and of 
a bright red colour. • . 

Manonquibonga. Shrub compofed of twigs like the vine. Its flowers, which are 
beautiful, and red, are difpofed in the form of a plume of feathers. 

10 Maan. 
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Maan, Kind of downy plant, with leaves like thofe pf the mallow. 

Sommoutorang. Bears a downy flower, in fliape like tlic bezel of a ring. 

Lalong. 

Via-foutcbi. Woody creeping twig. The fruit is inclofed in a ftar-Iike calyx. 

Diti-azou. Has a fruit like a fmall pear. 

• Tavoutala. Small bulbous plant. It is a fpecles of orchis, and beavs a flower of 
a flaxen colour. 

Chetchia. Kind of hieracium, with a yellow flower. 

^Angnan-rambou. Another hieracium, with a violet-cf loured flower. 

Catoubanda. Kind of chickweed, employed to diflij . te fwellings. 

Naniou. Mat-wood of two kinefe, with large and fmall leaves. 

Amp-ctang-ihi-fouhe. Gentianella, with a violet-coloured flower. 

Canipoudi. Kind of chickweed, or alfiiie. 

Onbave. Tree which produces a gu;^ like gum-arabic. 

Bontou. Tree the root of which dj4s yellow. It grows near water : its leaves are 
thick and difpofed in pairs. 

Voai-marang. Shrub the bark of which flops fluxes. 

Vuendrang. Kind of galega. 

Afe. Large polipodium, the feeds of which are eaten. 

'labour Qu^fingaU Betel tree. 

Vua-rozan. 

Voua-ajftm. 

Ampelantghi. Beautiful plant, which rifes to the height of a foot. 

Sondi’fa-fat. Plant found on the borders of the fea. The Malegaches when fatigued 
rub their bodies with the leaves of this plant, and fuch fridions render them frelh 
and nimble. They pretend that the leaves of the Sondi-fa-fat ar e incorruptible. They 
are appllbd with fuccefs to w'ounds. 

Vognin d'nfong. Parafite plant, the leaves of which refemble thofe of the lily. The 
period when this plant flowers announces the time of whale-fifliing. It flowers in June. 
The prows of the piroguas which are intended for the whale-filhery are ornamented 
with large bunches of its flowers. 

Azimena. Very beautiful fhrub with a bufhy top. Its leaves are thick, apd of a 
bright green colour. It rifes to the height of four feet ; and its flowers exhaite an ex* 
ceeding fweet odour. 

Teulon-gouala. A flirab the leaves of which are odoriferous, and ferve the Male- 
gaches to make pillows. It is about four feet in height, and its fruit are bitter, oily, 
and aromatic. tfj, 

Voua-azigne. The ftraighteft and tallefl tree found in Madagafcar. It greatljv fur* 
paffes in height all the other trees of the ifla^. Its wood, which is yellow, hard, 
and' heavy, is employed for building houfes ; but more commonly for making the 
keels of piroguas. The gum which diltils froii. this tree, is as yellow as amber j but 
it is vil'cous and without i'mell. The Malegaches procure from this valuable tj*ee a 
kind of clear oil, which when frelh has a very agreeable tafte. This oil mixed with 
rice renders that food mor« •delicate j and it is for the moft part prepared .in this man- 
ner by thefe iflanders. , 

Tougtnonnam. Tree which grows on the Aimdiits of the ..mntains. Its wood, 
which is hard and heavy, is of a.red or brownifli yellow colour, and is ufed for cabinet 
work and aflagays. 
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VohanJt>an, Tree twelve (eet in height. Its trunk, which is ftraight, is covered 
with prickles ; and its leaves, vwhich are four inches and a half in length, and two and 
a hali in breadth, are of a beautiful green colour. There are no leaves on the trunk 
of this tree ; but its top, which is perfectly round, is loaded with them. The wood- 
pigeons are remarkably fond of the fruit of the voban-ftlan, the appearance of which 
is altogether lingular. 

Toulouc- Bulky Ihrub which grows in every kind of foil. The fruit of this Ihrub 
has an agreeable talle, and is known under the name of the Madagafcar Itrawherry. 
It is efteemeil by the Europeans as well as by the Malegaches. 

I Gua feverantou. Bulky llirub 'which rifes to the height of fix or feven feet. It 
grows commonly in a fandy foil. Its wood is white. 

Chifont-fut. Beautiful Ihrtib, the Item of which is llraight, and without leaves. 
Its top is round and bufliy. 

Finguere, Kind ol wild fig-tree, which, when incifions are made in it, yields a 
milky juice. This juice, after it coagulates, forms a real elaftic gum, like that which 
diftils from the caoutchouc. The Malegaches make flambeaux of it, which bum 
without wicks, and afford them an excellent light when they go out to filh in the 
night-time. Spirit ol wine makes no imprellion on this gum ; but it diflblves in aithcr 

,1 l!-_r — J -*1 rtm 1 t /* • *1 r. • • . *1 Cl. 

cc it very 
long, and 

four in breadth. Its fruit refembles a round fig, and is full of fmall feeds. The Male- 
gaches eat this fig with pleafure } but for my part I found it bitter and caullic. 

On attentively examining the bottles and other veflels which the Peruvians make of 
elaftic gum, it may be readily comprehended how eafy it would be to employ it in 
cWrurgical operations. Belts and bandages made of this fubftance would be attended 
many advantages. DilTolved in linfeed-oil or aetlier, it in a great meafure lofes its 
clafticity, and in that ftate it is very proper for coating over filk, in order to render it 
impervious to air or water. M. Bernard lately has employed elaftic gum for a variety 
of purpofes, which it would be too tedious to enumewtte. I mult, however, obferve 
that the Chinefe have been long acquainted with the art of dilTolving this elaftic gum, 
and of ^^iving it various colours. M. Bcrtin, minifter of ftate, was lb kind as to ftiew 
me fevi&ral articles made of it, the moll remarkable of which was a fmall ball, per- 
fectly refembling a ball of amber. 

Bagnets. Plant from which real indigo is procured in Madagafcar. The Wanders 
extract this dye from it by a very fimple operation. When the plant begins to flower, 
they infufe the Item and the leaves in water. After they have tiscome putrid, the wa- 
ter aflumes a violet colour, and when this colour grows very dark, the Item and leaves 
arf. taken out. A certain quantity ofcoil is then poured into the coloured water, and 
the water being drawn off, a fediment remains behind, which, when dried in' the fun, 
iurnilhes a beautiful indigo. 

M, de la Marck made me obferve that the revendfas is not a nutmeg-tree, but a 
proper genus. It is rire bagatophyllum *. 

1 he intch^, according to the opinion of that learned botanift, is a courbaril-hymenaa<. 

The antdfara, according to the fame, is a fpecies of the genus called taberna^mn- 
Ima. 


duu umeea-oa. mere arc ailo otner rat and oily lubltances whicli alie 
fenfibly. 

The finniere rifes to the hei<:ht of twenty feet. Its leaves are eitrht inches 


* Juff , Gtn . p. 43 *• 
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The Jilao is the eafuarina of Forfter and Linnaeus the fon. 

The vua-tchirie is the pandamus. ^ 

In the enumeration, here given, of the trees and plants of Madagafcar, J have made 
no mention of ananas, white pepper, water-melons, bananas, Indian faffron, the large 
cardamum, ginger, veronica, alkekengi, purflain, fweet bafil, ftar-wort, gentianella, 
the winter cherty, the papyrus of the ancients, called fanga-fanga^ the, nenuphar, &c. 
&c. With regard to the animals found in Madagafcar, Flacourt has left nothing of 
importance for me to fay on that fubjeft. 


Description of a Tree, which bears a singular Fruit, muc" cele- 
brated IN India, and known under the Name of the Cocoa of the 
Maldives. 

THE tree which bears that fruit, khown under the name of the Cocoa of the Mai’' 
dives ^ or the fca- cocoa, rifes to the height of forty or fifty feet. I’he top of this beauti- 
ful tree, which may be clafled among the palms, has the form of a fan ; and is com- 
pofed of ten or twelve branches, twenty feet long. Each of thefe branches, or palms, 
proceeds from a pedicle fix feet in length, which is indented quite round. 

From t|j^ bottom of the leaves arifes a ramififed panicle, the branches of which are 
terminated by female flowers. The piftil of thel’e flowers, when ripe, produces a fphe- 
rical fruit, eight or ten inches in diameter. The covering of the fruit is thick and 
fibrous, like that of the common cocoa. The fliape of thefe cocoas, however^ is ex- 
tremely Angular ; and the bottom of them is filled with a milky fubftance, of a bitter 
and dilagreeable tafte. The trunk of this tree differs very little from that of the cocoa- 
tree j but it is larger and harder. The Ifle of Palms is covered with this tree : but it is 
not t(f be found in any of the neighbouring iflands, or in any other known part of the 
world. It is probable, therefore, that thole nuts which are accidentally found at the 
Maldives have come from the Ifle of Palms, though the diftance between thefe two 
places is about three hundre 4 leagues. This remark may ferve to point out the direc- 
tion of the currents in the Indian Ocean. 

The Indians aferibe great medicinal virtues to this nut, known to botanifts under the 
name of nux medica. The Afiatic phyficians pretend that it is antifeorbutie; that it 
radically cures the venereal dil'eafe ; and that it is a powerful antidote againff poifon. 
The Indian princes caufe cups to be made of it, which are always more or lefs orna- 
mented with gold and precious ftoiies. Tlicfe cocoas are in fo much requeft all over 
Afia, that it was uncommon, about the year 1 759, the period when they were, 
difeovered, to fee them fold for upwards of four hundred pounds fterling each. 
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tHE HISTORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND CONQUEST 

OF 

THE CANARY ISLANDS: 


Tranflated from a Spaiiilh Manufcrlpt, lately found in the Ifland of Palma *. 
With an Enquiry into the Origin of the Ancient Inhabitants. 

By George Gi.as. 


BOOK I. 

T he firll account we had of the Canary Ifland s being publicly knbwn in Europe, 
after the decline of the Roman empire, was fome time between the years 1326 
and 1334, by means of a French ftiip that was driven among them by a Itorm. 

Upon this difeovery, a Spanifli nobleman, Count of Claramoiite, named Don Luis, 
fon ofJDon Alonzo dc la Cerda, furnamed the Difmherited t, procured a grant | of 
thofe iflands, with the title of King, from Pope Clement VI, upon Condition that he 
would caufe the gofpel to be preached to the natives. 

Two years after this, Don Luis obtained a Licence from Pedro, king of Arragon, to 
equip a fleet from fome of his ports, in order to take pofleflion of the Canary Iflands ; 
but though fome of his Ihips were adually fitted out, yet the defign failed, firft by 
reafon of his being engaged in fome other affairs, and laftly by his death, which hap- 
pened foon after. However, it is probable that either part of that fquadron, or fome 
other fhips, went to the Canaries about that time, the crews of which were natives of 
Majorca, which then belonged to the crown of Arragon. What became of thofe 
velfels fhill be related in its proper place. Nothing was done afterwards towards per- 
fediing the difeovery, until the year 1385, when fome Bifeayners and inhabitants of 
Seville joined to equip a fleet of five fhips at Cadiz, in order to make defeents upon and 
plunder the Canary Ifl.ands and the adjacent coafl: of Barbary. The command of thefe 
fhips was given to one Ferdinando Peraza, a gentleman of Sevilles 

After coafting the African fhore, they failed weflward, and fell in with the ifland 
now called Lancerota, where they landed. The natives came in crowds to the port 
to behold them : but the Spaniards (hooting fome arrows among them, killed foiile, 

* 4to, London, 1764. 

f Hi was right heir to tljp crown of Caftille, but was deprived of it by his uncle Sancho IV. From 
Donna Ifabella, daughter to this Luis dc la Cerda, is dcfceiided the noble family of Medina Celi in Spain. 
Mariana. » 

When thia>grant was made to Don Luis, it gave fuch umbrage to tfje Englirti ambafladors, who then 
happened to be at Rome, that they immediately dilpatched an exprefs to their court, to prevent this con- 
veypee, imagining there wefe no other Fortunate Iflands than thofe of Great Britain : was the igno- 

fdact of thofe times. UcyUnt Co/mography. ' ^ 
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wounded others, and fo frightened the reft that they ran away ; upon which thp Spaniards* 
inarched to the town where the natives refided, which ^ey facked, and carried off a 
large booty of goat-fkins, tallowy, and fheep, and one ’hundred and feventy of the 
inhabitants, among whom were Guanareme, King of the illand, and Tinguafaya, his 
wife : with thefe they returned on board their fliips, 'and failed back to Spain ; where, 
in thofe days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valuable. 

The next expedition to Lancerota was from Seville, in the year 13^3. This fleet 
did not attempt to fubdue the ifland, but returned foon after, with feveral captives and 
a great number of goat-fldns ; by which it appeared that the delign of the Spaniards, 
in thofe expeditions, was only to enrich theml’elves b- robbery and plunder. Several 
people now, excited by avarice, folicited Henry III, King of Callille, for a ’ir- nee to 
conquer the Canary Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property ; 1. at on what 
he founded this claim, I believe, is not known. In the year 1369, the contention for 
the crown of Callille was ended by the death of Don Pedro, who was {tabbed by hia 
ballard-brother Don Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown. A few years before 
this happened, feveral noblemen, from the province of Normandy in France, came to 
Callille, to the allillance of Don Henry, among whom were Bertran Claquin, Conlla- 
ble, and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France. This lall had two nephews by a 
filler who lived in Normandy, and was married to the Lord of Betancour, Granville, 
and other places in that country : the eldell, named John de Betancour, though at 
that lime an old man, had a Itrong defire to travel, and do fomething worthy of his 
ancollors, and therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to vifit his uncle the 
Admiral, With this view he went to Rochel, a fea-port town, where he was to em- 
bark for that country : while he remained there, he became acquainted with one 
Gadifer de la Sala, a man of confiderable fortune. This perfon, having the fame 
paflion for feeing foreign countries, foon agreed with John de Betancour to go with 
him in quell of the Fortunate Iflands, much talked of at that time in Europe. In 
order to profecute their defign, they lold fome of their lands, and mortgaged others, 
by which they railed money fufficient to equip a fniall fleet, well provided with ikilful 
mariners, pilots, and fome people as interpreters, who mull confequently have been 
in fome of the iflands before that time. 

This fleet confifted of three fliips, containing two hundred perfons, exclufive of the 
feamen : among that number were many young gentlemen of Normandy, feveral of 
whom were relations of John de Betancour. On the firft of May, 1400, they fet fail, 
and proceeded on the voyage, without any thing of confequence happening to them, 
until they arrived at the iflands. The firfl they law was Lancerota, which name was 
then given to it by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome perfon of his 
acquaintance. When he landed his men, the natives gathered together in a body to 
defend thcmfclves, imagining that thefe flrangers were come to plunder and carr^ them 
off, as others had done before: but obferving the French to be well armed,. and 
keeping together, they were afraid to attack them, but retired into the country, and 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place ; for the natives had nothing to 
oppofe them with but flicks and flones, thele being their only weapons. • 

But finding that the French remained fome days in the fame place, without follow- 
ing or attempting to moleft them, they began to take courage, lb that fome of them 
ventured into the camp, \tho were well treated Ijy John de Be^lncour afid Gadifer de 
la Sala, wh^allowed them to take whatever they chofe, ant' to come in and go out 
of the camp' whenever they pleafed. This good treatment removed all their fears 4 
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finfomoch that when t^ie French began to build a fort for their defence and accommoda- 
tion, the natives chearfully alfifted them in bringing Hones, lime, See. necelTary for the 
work. This fort was built at’the port of Rubicon. 

The ready obedience and quiet behaviour of the natives gave great faiisfaflion to 
John de Betancour and Gadifer de la Sala. They now determined to pafs over to the 
next illand, which is feparated from Lanccrota only by a channel of two leagues in 
breadth ; and, 'leaving an officer and fomc men in the port of Rubicon, they landed at 
, Valtarrahala, in the illand of Fuertaventura, then called by the French Fonuiie. The 
inhabitants, feeing fuch a mmiljcr of ftrange people coming into tlieir illand, gathered 
in great numbers to oppole them, being men of a more warlike fpirit than thofe of 
Lancerota, llronger, and of a larger fize ; which the French perceiving, and confider- 
ing what a handful of people they had to attack fuch a multitude with, thought pro- 
per to reirabark, and fet fail : taking, therefore, a view of fonie of tlie rcH of the iflands, 
they afterwards returned to Lanccrota, where they confuUed what was next to be 
done j and confidering how few people they had for fuch an undertaking as the con- 
queft of the illands, it was determined that Gadiler de la Sala Ihould ivturu to France, 
in order to bring over fupplies of men, Sec. Accordingly he went ; but, unfortunately 
for the expedition, he died a few days after his arrival in France. When this was 
known to John de Betancour, he found himfelf deprived of his cxpcdled fuccouis, 
and without money or friends in France ; which determined him to embark for Spain, 
where he arrived, and applied to his uncle Rubin de Bracamonlc, and other relations 
there, for affillance to profecute his delign : but his chief patron and intercellbr with 
the King of Caltille was the Infant Don Ferdinancio, afterwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe' means he procured from the king, Don Henry III, a grant of the Fortunate 
Illands, with the title of King. This done, he went to Seville, and equipped a fleet, 
well provided with men ami necelTaries, for the conquelt of thefe iflands, the King 
fupplying him with money to defray the charge of that armament. This grant of the 
Canary Iflands to John de Betancour was dated in the'year ^403. 

When John de Betancour arrived in this country, the illand of Fuertaventura was 
divided into two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and continuing unto Handia, 
and the other extending from the Villa unto Corralejo, which were feparated by a loofe 
dry Hone wall, four leagues in length, croffing the breadth of the illand Irom fea to 
fea. There were in this ifland, at the time of the conquell, four thoufand fighting 
men. Thole amongd them who were moll famous for their virtue and valour had the 
appellation of IMaliay and Altihay, which were names of great honour. It is faid that 
when John dc Betancour and Gadifer dc la Sala came in quell of thefe iflands, the 
then king of Lancerota, who was named Guaclarfia, was defeended from an European, 
who had been driven by a tempell on this illand, and whofe hiftory is related after this 
mannfer : 

When Don John I, fon of Henry II, reigned in Caltille, he was engaged in a war 
againlt the King of Portugal and the Duke of Lancafter, about the fucceflion to the 
crown of Caltille ; the duke pretending that it was his right, on account of his mar- 
riage with Donna Conllanza, cldeft daughter of King Peter. 

In the courfe of that war, and about the year 1377, Kinj» John fent fome fliips, com- 
manded by one Martin Ruiz de Avendano, to fcour the coafts of Gallicia, Bifcay, and 
England, 'fbis fleet met with a fev^ere tempell, which lafted many days, infomuch 
tha,t the admiral’s ftiip was obliged to bear away and drive before t|^ wind, until 
<hc arrived in a port at ‘the illand of Lancerota. * 

4. Hen 
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Here the Spaniards landed, and were kindly received by the natives, '« 4 io treated* 
them with the bed that the ifland afforded. Don Martin ijluia de Avendano was lodged 
in the houfe of Qonzamas, the king, while he remained in the ifland. h*. that time 
he became fo intimate with Fayna, the King’s wife, that Ihe had a daughter by him 
named Yco. Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of the natives : when of 
age, Ihe was married to one of the royal family, who became King of ifland after 
Guanarame and Tinguafaya were carried prifoners to Spain, in the fleet commanded 
by Ferdinand Peraza, in the year 1385 or 1386. By this man Yco had a fob named 
Guadarfia. After Guanaramc’s death, there was a gri .L dilfention in the ifland about 
the fucceflion ; the natives infifting that Guadarfia \.as incapable of it, becaufe his 
mother Yco was not noble, being, as was fuppofed by her colour, the daughier of a 
flranger, and not of Qonzamas the kin^. To end the difpute, the council met, and 
came to a refolution, to Ihut up Y co with three female fervants in the houfe of the 
deceafcd Qonzamas, and there to fmoke them ; and if fhe came out alive, Ihe was tb 
be- declared noble, and the genuine offspring of Qonzamas. Before fhe went to the 
fmoaky trial, an old woman advifed her to convey fecretly into the room a large fpunge 
moiftened in w^ater, and when the fmoke fhould begin to be troublefome, to put it to 
her mouth and noflrils, and breathe in it. Yco took her advice, which fucceeded to 
her wifti ; for when the door of the room that was fmoked was opened, the three fer- 
vants were found ftifled, and Yco alive ; upon which fhe was brought forth with 
great marks of honour, and her fon Guadarfia was immediately declared King of Lan* 
cerota. This is the fame whom John de Betancour found reigning, on his firft arrival 
at that ifland. 

John de Betancour, being defirous of bringing the ifland of Canaria into fubjeftion to 
him, failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a place called Anganagen, where 
he landed all the forces which he brought with him, and marched them up the country 
in good order, and with gjreat precav"’ jn, left they fhould be furprifed. This was a 
neceffary meafure, as appeared afterwards ; for the natives, feeing fuch a number of 
armed men on their ifland, immediately gave the alarm to each ctl.er, and affembled 
in great numbers, headed by a King or Captain, named Artemis, and fell upon the 
Europeans with great fury and refolution, annoying them with ftones and darts, which 
they threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with fuch velocity as to exceed the 
motion of thofe thrown from flings or bows. Befidcs thefe weapons, they had flicks 
or poles, whofe ends were hardened by fire, and fharpened, which they ufed as fpears. 
John de Betancour and his men defended themfelves with the greateft courage ; but the 
attack they had to fuftain was fo rude, and the natives, with their Captain Artemis, 
preffed fo furioufly on them, that though the Europeans killed a great number of them, 
they were at length obliged to give way, and retreated in good order to the fea-fhore ; 
but the natives gathering on every fide, to the number of five thoufand, purfuc i our 
adventurers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, finding it in vain to attempt the con- 
queft of the place with fuch an handful of men againft fuch a multitude of well-armed 
and valiant inhabitants, reimbarked with his troops, under fevour of the night, in the 
beft manner he could, leaving the field of battle to his enemies, v 1 o neverthelefs bought 
their vidory at a dear rate, -having their King Artemis, w-ith many others, killed in 
the engagement. , iw 

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland of* Palma ; but r it being able to effeft 
a landing, it ww determined to r§tum to Canaria, to try their fortune once more againft 
the courageous natives, and retrieve the honour they imagined they had loft there : but on ' 
their arrival they found thofe people affembled in vaft numbers to oppofe them, which 

VOL. XVI. 5 M made 



Sl2 


OLAS'S HISTORY OP THE CANARY ISLANDS. 


‘made them fail back to Fuertaventura. It was on this expedition that John de Betan- 
cour gave the epithet of Graijd (or Great) to the ifland of Canaria, which it retains 
to this day. 

John de Betancour remained fome time in Fuertaventura, to refrelh his men, and 
cure them of their wounds. After his unfuccefsful attempt on Canaria, he could not 
pretend to try his fortune again there, for want of more foldiers ; but, not enduring 
to remain idle, he determined to make an attempt on fome other ifland. To this end 
he took with him all the men that could be fpared from his garrifons of Lancerottv and 
Fuertaventura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where he landed at the principal 
port without oppofition, which furprifed him greatly, and made him apprehenfive of 
an ambufcade ; he therefore marched flowly up the country, with the greateft pre- 
caution. Soon after he perceived the natives approaching towards him in a diforderly 
manner, without any fign of hoftility, but on the contrary with an appearance of mirth 
and joy ; how'ever, they cainc armed with darts, lances, fwords, fliields, and crofs- 
bows, which greatly perplexed him, and made him flill more apprehenflve of danger, 
till they drew very near to him, when fome of them accofted the Europeans in the 
Spanilh tongue, wliich amazed and agreeably furprifed them. Both parties now began 
to converfe together freely and in a very friendly manner ; and the Europeans were 
moft courteoully entertained by them. 'I’his behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility 
of their ifland, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excellent harbour, induced John 
de Betancour to fpend fome time in it, in order to refrefli and ftrengthen his people. 
During his flay in Gomera the Europeans and natives lived together in the utmoft 
harmony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitatie>n to the new-comers to take up 
their felidence among them. I'his invitation was readily accepted by John de Betan- 
cour, who thereupon made a divifum of lands among his followers, .and determined, 
fmee he had now bill adieu to his native country, to fix his refideufc for the remain- 
der of his life in the pleafant ifland of Gmnera. 

We muft; now enquire into the caufe of this kind receptioS^which the Europeans met 
with from the n.atives, and by what means fome of the latter fo well underltood and 
fpoke the Spanifh language. 

It appears then, that about thirty years before the arrival of John de Betancour, fome 
Spanilh veflels came to Gomera, commanded by one Don Ferdinando, who landed at 
a place where the King’s brother lived : the natives attacked the Spaniards, but were 
defeated, aud the King’s brother loft his life in the encounter. After this, Don Fer- 
dinando marched in-land ; but as foon as Amalvige, the King of the place, heard of 
the invafion of the ifland by ftrangers, and of the death of his brother, he gathered 
the natives together, and gave battle to the Spaniards, who were defeated, and pur- 
fued into a place which had only one narrow entry, fo that they could not retire but 
by throwing themfclves over the fteep cliffs that furrounded them, the iflanders having 
,bl/>cked up the palTage by w'hich they entered with felled trees, and guarded if fo 
clofely, that the Spaniards were compelled to remain there two days without meat or 
drink. At laft Don Ferdinando found means to come to a parley with Amalvige, in 
which he fo efledtually, wrought upon that Prince’s compaflionate dil’pofition, that he 
ordered the pafl'age to be cleared, and conduCfcd the ftrangers to his refidence, where 
he entertained them with great hofpitality, giving them provifibns and whatever elfe 
he could aflbrd ; in Ihort, he treated them as if no difpute^lad ever fubfifted. When 
Don Ferdinando returned to his (hips, which he had left in the harbpur, he made 
• feveral prefenis to Amalvige, confifting of fwords, fhields, and other warlike accou- 
trements, which were held in great efteera by the natives : he then took leave of his 
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benefaftor, and failed away. It is faid, that before he departed, Araalvige was con* 
verted, and baptized with many of his people; that ^ he was named Fcrdinando 
Amalvige ; and that when the Spaniards were going away, the King begged of their 
commander that he would leave fomc perfon to initruft them in their new doftrine, 
upon which he left a priefl, and promiled to return loon himlelf. The prieft did not 
long furvive the departure of Don Ferdinando ; however, by his goodljehaviour, in 
that Ihort fpace of time he greatly won the aft’eclions of the natives, and baptized many 
of them. They fay it was owing to him that John de B' tancour was fo well received in 
Gomera, having fdled their minds with the moll favour?.' /ie imprellions of the Spaniards. 
Who this Don Ferdinando was, cannot certain-ly be determined: there are two op’.iions 
concerning him ; the one is, that he was one Don Ferdiitando Ormel, a native of 
Corunna, in Gallicia, who, with fcvcral of his countrymen, left the fervice of the 
King of Callille, to enter into that of the King of Portugal. About the year 
1382, he went with a fleet to fcour the coall of Spain, fubjecl to Don Juan I, then 
King of Caftille, and was driven by a tempeft, with fome of his Ihips, to the illand 
of Gomera : this Don Ferdinando was father of Don Juan Ferdinando Ormel who was 
killed by King John 1, of Portugal, in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Ferdinando de Caftro, w ho was in the fervice of 
King Ferdinando of Callille, and much beloved by him After that King’s death he 
went to refide in England, and could never more be prevailed on to return to his 
native country ; but we are not told how he left England, or w'hat accident brought 
him to Gomera. 

Why this illand w'as called Gomera is not known, though it undoubtedly bore ‘that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, which it flill retains. 

John de Betancour, after fettling alfairs in Gomera, failed to ihc illand of Hierro or 
Ferro, and anchored in the harbour belonging to that illand. When the natives per- 
ceived the Ihips approaching^with their white fails, they remembered the prophecy of a 
man who had formerly lived among them, named Yore, and who was reckoned a 
foothfayer or diviner ; this man, when on his death-bed, called the natives together, 
and told them that after his death, when his flelh Ihould be confumed and his bones 
mouldered to dull, their god Eraoranzan would come to them in white houfes on the 
water ; and advifed them not to refill or fly from him, but to adore him, becaufe he 
was to come to do them good. The natives, who placed great faith in his prediftions, 
buried him in a place apart from the rell of their dead, that his bones might afterwards 
be dillinguiflied from theirs. Now feeing the lliips approach wi’h their white fails 
fwelling on the furface of the waves, they firmly believed the prophecy was fulfilled, 
and went to the cave where Yore was buried, and there found his bones crumbled to 
dull ; upon which they ran joyfully to the Ihore to receive their god Eraoranzan. * 

When John de Betancour anchored in the port, he took great care in landing hi® 
men, for fear of being overpowered by the iflanders, who were crowding to the 
water-fide ; but finding that they were unarmed, and Ihewecl no figns of hoftility, 
he approached them, and was received with every demonllration of joy •and 
friendlhip : the natives conduced the Europeans to their houfes, and treated them with 
the bell of every thing they had. John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hierro, 
gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that no blo9d had been frut on the occafion. 
He ftaid there fome days to rcfrelh his people, and then returned i v ueruventura, after 
leaving in Hierfo a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifeayners, French, and Flemings, 
under the command of one Lazaro, a Bifcayner, to wliom he gave a ftrid charge ttj 
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behave to the natives with ii^dulgence, and to ufe all poffible means to in0:ru£l: them in 
the faith and doQrine of thd Church of Rome. 

The name of thisilland, before the arrival of John de Betancour, was Efero, which 
fignifies, in the language of its ancient inhabitants. Strong : when the Spaniards fliewed 
them iron, they found it exceeding every thing in ftrength, therefore they called it 
Efero ; and afterwards, when they began to fpeak the Caftillian language, they called 
iron indifferently by the name of Efero, or Hierro, which laft is the Spanifh word for 
that metal ; fo that they at laft tranflated the real name of the ifland Efero into the 
Spanilh one Hierro, which it retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and forae others, 
following their own dialcft, call it Ferro : and fome will have it, that the natives 
called it Fcr ; though there is no proof for this affertipn. 

The four iflands, Lancerota, Fuertaventura, Gomera, and HieiTo, being now con- 
quered, the natives converted, and order eftabliOicd among them, John de Betancour, 
after taking fome repofe, began to think ferioufly of retrieving his honour, which he 
imagined had been fullied by the unfuccefsful attack on Canaria ; and to avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of fo many brave foldiers as had fallen in that ex- 
pedition. 

Accordingly, in November 1406, he muftered all his forces, embarked with them, 
and failed for Canaria. But fearing his Ihips might be deferied by 'the natives of that 
illand, he avoided approaching the coaft till evening ; when, under favour of the niglit, 
he anchored in the port of Gando, and that he might not alarm the Canarians, dif- 
embarked his men filently, placed fome parties in ambufli, and prepared for an attack 
by day-break. However, the Canarians having, fince the firft invafion of their ifland, 
kept a conftant look-out for the approach of an enemy (and fliips may be feen from 
the tops of the high mountains of Canaria at a great diftance), he found his fchemes 
all fruftrated ; for, the evening before, the natives had difeovered his fleet, and were 
prepared to give thofe difturbers of their repofe a warm i|p:eption : accordingly, when 
the Europeans difembarked in the night, they watched all their motions, unperceived 
by them ; and after having formed counter-ambufeades, they gave a great fhout, as a 
fignal for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour and his men with fuch impe- 
tuoftty that they were put to the rout, great numbers being killed and wounded. Had 
it not been for John de Betancour’s remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his men 
for a retreat, joined with the courage and difeipline of his troops, not one of thofe 
that had landed could have efcaped •, and, after all, it was with the greateft difficulty 
they regained their fliips. This repulfe obliged John de Betancour, againft his will, 
to return back with his troops tu his iflands of Lancerota and Fuertaventura, where he 
remained forae time, inconfolabic for his bad fuccefs, notwithftanding all the people 
could do to divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this difappointment. But 
fime, which conquers every thing, got the better of his uneafinefs, and at length to- 
tally dilfipated it, fo that he began to contrive how to repair his bad fortune. After 
anxioufly revolving many fchemes in his mind for that end, he determined upon one, 
which was that oi going again to Spain, to folicit afliftance from the King of Caftille, 
Don Henry III, by witiofe aid he had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fuertaven- 
tura, Gomera, and Hierro ; and was the more encouraged to hope for fuccefs from 
the many coimeftions and relations which he had at the court of CaiUUe. He then 
lent for the chiefs of the four iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to whom he opened 
his mind at large, concerning his intended voyage to Spain, and his projed of fub- 
duing the other three iflands, efpecially Canaria, where they had been hitherto fo 
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grievoufly baffled ; telling them, at the fame time, that he hoped (hortly to return 
with large fopplies of men, money, fliipping, and othcj neceffaries ; moreover he pro- 
raifed to go to Rome, to requeft of the Pope to fend over a Bilhop to .a'ke care of 
their fouls. He, above all things, recommended to them to live in amity and concord 
during his abfence ; and gave them fome neccflary inftruftions in relation to the pre- 
ferving peace with the natives ; acquainting them at the fame time th^t he intended to 
make hi.s nephew, Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iflands in his abfence, of 
whofe prudence and good-will towards them all he was well aflured j and that he 
would proteft and befriend every one to the utmoft of his power. He then proceeded 
to make a partition of lands, referving to himfelf th.; fifth part of the produce of the 
four iflands ; but declared to the Europeans who had afiifted him in conqne-iiig them, 
that he wo\ild deprive them of no part of their prefent polTcfllons till after the expira- 
tion of nine years. This exemption he intended as a reward for their fidelity and the 
hardlhips which they had endured in his fervice. As to Mafon de Betancour, he made 
over to him the third part of his fifth of the produce of the iflands, and declared him 
foie inheritor of the whole after his death. He gave him orders to build two churches, 
one in Lancerota, in the valley and village of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de 
Betancour ; and the other in Fuertaventura, called the church of St. Mary, from which 
the valley and village fo called take their names. 

The government of the conquered iflands being thus fettled, John de Betancour 
gathered all the orchilla*, goat fkins, tallow, and flaves which he could procure, em- 
barked them in three fliips, and fet fail, leaving another fhip in Lancerota to load with 
orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to fend to Italy. He arrived fafe at the port 
of St. Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by the Count de Nieble, Don Henry 
de Guzman, father of the firll Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whom he ftaid a fliort 
time to refrcfli hirnfelf after the fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court of 
Caftille, where he was,|fracioufly • ' .eived by Queen Catherine, widow of Henry III. 
and the Infant Don Ferumando, then guardians to the young Prince Don John. They 
were greatly pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account of the Canary Iflands, 
with his adventures there. They promifed him their aflifbance in reducing thofe which 
remained unconquered, made him many valuable prefents, and furnilhed him with an 
equipage and every thing neceflary for his journey to Rome at their own expence. 
After remaining fome time in that city, where he faw every thing remarkable, he went 
to Avignon to wait on Pope Benedift XIII, who, at his requefl;, appointed a Bifhop for 
the Canary Iflands, with the title of Bifltop of Rubicon : this was one Albert, a Francif- 
can Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, brother to Guillen Peraza, of whom we lhall 
have occafion to make mention hereafter. From Avignon our adveuturer went to his 
own houfe of Betancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and to fettle fome differences 
with his brother Reynald de Betancour, concerning his lands in that country : from 
thence he went to Granville, where he fell fick and died, in the year 1408, aged feVfnty 
years, eight of which he had employed in the conquelt of the Fortunate Iflands. His 
body was interred in the great chapel of Granville ; and having no children, his poffef- 
fions in Normandy fell to his brother Reynald, otherwife M^rlet de Betancour. 

» * , 

This is a weed which grows on the rocks by the fea-fliore of the Canary iflaods^ and other places in 
the fame climate. 
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BOOK II. 

0/ the Etymology of the Word Canaria^ 

IN the foregoing book we find that John de Betancour name this ifland Gran Canaria, 
adding (he epithet Grand to its former name Canaria. He did not this on account of 
its fize (for it is not the largeft of the Canary Iflantis), but becaufe of the ftrength, 
courage, and number of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts to fubdue them. 
But how it came by the name Canaria is not eafy to determine ; for fmee thofe iilands 
were known by the name of the Fortunate Iflands, this lias always retained its proper 
name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that this ifland was named Canaria on account of its 
abounding with dogs of a very large fize, two of which were prefented to Juba, King 
of Mauritania. This opinion, however, feems to want foundation ; for it is natural to 
fuppofe that thefe dogs would have increafed greatly fince Pliny’s time, whereas on the 
contrary, when the Europeans came to Canaria they found not any dogs on the ifland. 
Other authors (among whom are Francifeo de Tamara, in his Culloms of all Nations ; 
and Homara, in his General Hiftory of the Indies) affirm that this idand is called 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dogs, raw flefli in great quantities ; but this af- 
fertion is falfe j for the natives ate flefh very moderately, and never raw. It is true, 
indeed, they only half roafled it ; and the reafon they gave to the Spaniards, at the 
time of the conquefl, for this kind of cookery, was, that the juice of the meat is its 
fubflante, confequently the bell and moft proper nourifhment for men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the name Canaria, which indeed appear 
more probable than either of the foregoing. 

The firfl is, that in Canaria there are a great many thorny bufhes, which bear fruit 
of a red colour, called in Latin, Uva Canina, i. e. Dog’s Grapl. Thofe who difeovered 
this ifland in the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a number of thofe bufhes, might 
from them name the ifland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Canaria becaufe it abounds with an herb, 
called, in Latin, Canaria (but in the Caflillian language Triguera), which the dogs eat 
in the fpring, to caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When people fend their horfes 
to the field to graze, they take care to prevent their feeding in places where much of 
this herb grows, as it caufeth a great increafe of blood in them, and that fo fuddenly 
as to fubjed; them to danger of fuffocation. He adds, that in the fkirts of Mount 
Atlas, in Africa, there is a tribe of Africans called Canarios, who, perhaps, firft dif- 
t overed and peopled this ifland, and called it after their own name. But after all 
thofe opinions, he does not inform us what name the natives called the ifland by, which 
is cqrtainly a great omiffion ; however, by his manner of treating the etymology of the 
name, it is to be fuppofed he took it for granted that they themfelves called their 
ifland Canaria. 

Pliny* makfcs mention qf a people called Canarii, who dwelt beyond Mount Atlas*, 
and bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethiopians. . 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, in Africa, or fome other cape on that coaft, 
fronting the Canary Iflands, Ganaria Extrema : and the BlaCks, who now live on the 
banks of the river Senegal, call all that country between that river and Mount Atlas, 

t 

* Tills country is that part of Africa adjacent to the Canary Iflands. 

Gannar. 
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viannar. ronnerly they knew more of it than at prefent, which I (hall have eccafion* 
to prove in the dei'cription of that country. * 

From this flmilitude of names one would be naturally^ led to believe tha*' the native* 
of the iiland Canaria and thofe of the neighbouring continent of Africa, were one and 
the fame people. For Pliny was certainly mifinformed when he related, that the 
Canarii bordering upon the Peroefi Ethiopians, were fo called from J.heir living in 
fellowlhip with dogs, and lharing with, and devouring like them, the bowels of wild 
beads. 

When the Europeans came firft to Gran Canaria, th.' " Ifland w'as fuppofed to contain 
no lefs than fourteen thoufand fighting men; but a g; jat ficknefs or plague prevailing 
amongft them fome time after, it fvvept away two-thirds of the inhabitatits. Ti icy were 
of a dark complexion, like the natives of Lanccrota and Fuerlaventura, well propor- 
tioned, and of a good ftature ; aftive, warlike, cheerful, good-natured, and ftrii^lly 
fitithful to their promifes, infomuch that they confidcred a lyc as the greatell of crimes. 
They were very fond of hazardous enterprizes, fuch as climbing to the top of deep 
precipices, to pitch poles of fo great a weight, that one of them was a fufficient burden 
for a man of common ftrength to carry on level ground. The Spaniards affirm that 
the devil afliltcd them in placing thefe poles, that others, attempting the like might 
fall down headkng and be deftroyed. My author fays, he believes this to be true; 
and that the devil appeared to them in the lliape of an animal refcmbling a fliock dog, 
and fomeiiraes in other figures, which the natives call Tibicenas. 

The Canarians had nobility among them, who w’ere diftinguilhed from the vulgar 
by the peculiar cut of their hair and beards. It was not fufficient to entitle a man to 
nobility, that he was the offspring of noble or rich parents ; but he was to be formally 
declared noble by the Faycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in dignity to the 
Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it was to decide differences among the natives and regu- 
late the ceremonies of their religion : Ihort, he was a prielt, and a£led alfo as a 

judge in chll affairs. I'tieir manner of conferring nobility was very fmgular : at a 
determined time of life, the fon of a nobleman let his hair grow long ; and w'hen he 
found he had ftrength fufficient to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the Faycag, 
and faid, “ I am fuch an one, the fon of fuch a nobleman, and defire to be ennobled 
“ aUo.” Upon which the Faycag went to the town or village where the young man 
was brought up, and there aiTembled all the nobles and others of that place, whom 
he made to fwear folenmly by Acoran, their god, to declare the truth concerning 
him. He then afked them, if they had ever feen the youth demean hiinfelf fo far as 
to drefs vidluals or to go into the folds to look after Iheep or goats, and w'helher he 
was ever known to milk or kill them : if they knew any thitig of hii. Healing cattle, 
or forcibly taking them away from the owners in time of iieace ; wheiiier he wat^ any 
way difeourteous, ill-tongued, or guilty of any indecent behaviour, efpecially to wemen. 
If to thefe queftions they all anfwcred in the negative, then the. Faycag cut the yourt?!^ 
hair in a round form, and fo fhort us not to hang beneath his ears ; then giving into 
his hand a ftaff or pole called Magade, declared him noble. But, on the other hand, 
if the ftanders-by could charge him with any of thofe things, ofV’ hich the I'aycag had 
interrogated them, and bripg fufficient proof thereof, then inftead of being declared 
noble, the Faycag fhaved his head, and fent him away in dirgraee, by which he was 
rendered incapable of nobilify, and remained ever after a plcbei:; . 

In their wars they held it as bafe and mean to molcil (u- i..jure the women and 
children of the enemy, confiderin'g them as weak and helplefs, therefore improper objefts 
of their refentment : neither did they throw down or damage the Iioufcs of wor/liij). 

The 
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The weapons ufed by the Canarians in war, were clubs, which they called Modagas ; 

and fliarp-pointed poles, harc^jned by fire, and thefe they named Amodagas. But 
after the Europeans began to invade their ifland, they made targets iif imitation of 
theirs ; and fwords of Te-a, or pitch-pine, the edges of which were hardened by fire, 
and tempered in fuch a manner that they cut like fteel. 

Befides thefe, they had many other weapons, taken at different times from the Euro- 
peans, and which they carefully preferved, and made good ufe of, in the day of battle. 

But their chief ftrength lay in the before-mentioned Amodagas or wooden fpears, 
and flones, which they threw with great force and dexterity. 

They had public places fet apart for fighting duels, in which were eminences or 
ftages, raifed for the combatants to fight on, that they might be the more eafily ob- 
ferved by all the fpe£fators. When a challenge was given and accepted, the parties 
went to the Council of the ifland, called in the Canarian language Sabor, f which con- 
iifted of twelve members called Gayres) for a licence to fight, which was eafily obtained. 
Then they went to the Faycag to have this licence confirmed ; which being done, they 
gathered together all their relations and friends, not to affifl them (for thofe people 
looked on with the fame compofure as if the combat had been between two beafls •), 
but to be fpeftators of their gallantry and behaviour. The company then repaired to 
the public place, or theatre, where the combatants mounted upon two ftones, placed 
at thcoppofitefides of it, each ftone being flat at top, and about half a yard in diameter, 
on thefe they ftood faft without moving their feet, till each had thrown three round 
ftones at his antagonift. Though they were good markfmen, yet they generally avoided 
thofe piifiive weapons by the agile writhing of their bodies. Then arming themfelves 
with fharp flints in their left hands, and cudgels or clubs in their right, they drew near 
and fell on, beating and cutting each other till they were tired ; when the parties, by 
confent, retired with their friends, to eat and drink, but foon after returned to the 
feene of action, and renewed the engagement, cudgelled an^;,cut each other with great 
dexterity as before, until the Gayres called out Gama ! Gama 1 (i. e. Enough ! Enough ! 
or Give over !) when they immediately left off, and ever after remained good friends. 

If during the time of the combat, one of the parties happened to break his cudgel, 
then the other immediately defifted from ftriking, and fo the difpute ended, and the 
parties were reconciled, neither of them being declared viftor. .Thofe duels were gene- 
rally fought on public feftivals, rejoicings, or fuch like occafions, which drew together 
a great concourfe of people, when the combatants had an opportunity to difplay their 
dexterity, ftrength, and valour. Thefe fpeftacles made a great impreffion on the minds 
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirit of emulation to excel in gallant feats. If either 
of the combatants happened to be deeply wounded, they beat a rufh till it became like 
tow, »and dipping it in melted goats butter, applied it to the wound, as hot as the 
patient could bear it : the older the butter was, the fooner it effefted a cure. 

Of their Marriages, Manner of educating their Children, of their Worjhip, their Oaths, 

* ^ and their Habits. 

NONE of the Canarians had more than one wife, and. the wife one hufband, con- 
trary to what feme mifinformed authors affirm. When the parents were inclined to 
marry their daughter, they fet hec apart thirty days, during which they fed her 

■ * The Spaniards, and many other Europeans, when they challenge, do not fight in carneft before a 

multitude of fpeftators, like the Englifh, when they box publicly in the ilrects: therefore my author (being 
a Spaniard ) makes the above remark. 

. with 
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%ith large quantities of milk and goffio, in order to fatten her ; for tliejr Imagined 
lean women were Icfs capable of conceiving children than thofe who were fat. It has 
alfo been faid, that the night before the bride was presented to her hulb^nd, Ihe was 
delivered to the Guanarteme, who, if he did not chufe to lie with her himfelf, gave her 
to the Faycag, or to fome other noble perfon of his intimate acquaintance, to enjoy her : 
but the prefent natives deny that fuch a cuftom ever exilted among^ their anceftors. 
They were very careful in the education of their children, and never failed to chadife 
them when they did amifs. It was alfo cuftomary to propofe two of the youth as 
examples for the reft, the one of virtue, the other of vice ; and when a child did any 
thing to difpleafe its parents, they told it that fuc’ an aftion was like thofe of the 
perfon fet up as a bad example ; on the other hand, when they did any th’*’^ praife- 
worthy, it was commended, and told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and refembled 
that of the good perfon. This fort of inftruftion had the defired effeft, by raifmg the 
fpirit of emulation among the youth to excel in virtuous adlions. 

The Canarians had among them religious women, called Magadas, a number of 
whom lived together in one houfe. There were many of thofe houles in Canaria, which 
were held facred ; and criminals who fled to any of them, were protefted from the 
officers of juftice. The Magadas were diftinguilhed from other women by their long 
white garment?', which fwept the ground as they walked. The convents or houfes in 
which they dwelt were called Tamoganteen Acoran (i. e. houfes of god) ; but houfes 
of worlhip were called by the Canarians Almogaren (i. e. temples or holy houfes) ; they 
were daily fprinkled with the milk of goats from whom they did not take the kids, and 
which were fet apart for giving milk for that purpofe. They held that this Acoran 
dwelt on high, and governed every thing on the earth. They adored him by ‘putting 
their hands together, and lifting them towards heaven. 

In the ifland there are two rocks, one in the diftrift of Gaidar, named Tirmac ; the 
other in Telde, called Vinicaya *. I’o thefe rocks they went in procelTion in times of 
public calamity, accompanied by the religious women called Magadas, carrying in 
their hands brancties of palm-trees, and veffels filled with milk and butter, which they 
poured on the rocks, dancing round them, and finging mournful fongs like dirges, or 
what the Spaniards call Endechas ; from thence they went to the fea-fide, and all at 
once and with one accord ftruck the water forcibly with their rods, fliouting together 
at the fame time with a very loud voice. Their divifion of time w'as not by days, 
weeks, and years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

The habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin 
Friar ; it reached down to the knees, and was girded about tile waift witli a leather 
ftrap or girdle. This garment was made of a fort of ruffi, whicli they beat until it 
•was quite foft like flax, and then divided the filaments and wove them rogetlicr, , (^ver 
this they wore cloaks of goat fkins, with the hairy fide outwards in fummer, and ip- 
wards in winter. They alfo wore caps nude of the fldns of goats, taken oft' alniioft 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on their heads that they had a goat’s beawd 
hanging under each ear, which they fometimes tied under the chin. All thefe gar- 
ments were neatly fewed and painted, and in every other refy^d much more furious 
than thofe of the natives in. the other iflands. Some wore bonnets of (kins, adorned 
with feathers. Their Ihoe's were made of raw hides, like thofe iu Lancerbta and Fuer- 
taventura. 


'Ihey 


* They fworc by'thefe rocks, and thofe oath* were very folemn. 
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* They had public houfes, or rooms, in which they aflembled to dance and fing. 
The Canarian dance is ftill inj ufe in thefe iflands, and is called Canario; its ftep is 
quick and'fliort. Their fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, fet to gi*ave and 
plaintive tunes. 


(3f their PuniJJments, Employments f and Manner of living. 

THE Canarians were remarkable for their good government, regularity, and ftrid 
aciminiftration of jufticc. When a man committed a crime deferving of death, they 
apprehended him and put him in prifon, where he was tried, and immediately upon 
conviftion they led him to the place of execution, which was the fame where they ufed 
to fcall, wrelllc, and fight duels. Here the delinquent was ftretched on the ground, 
and his head placed on a flat Itone ; then the executioner, who was a man fet apart 
for that office, taking up a large heavy ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he 
fuddenly let it fall on the criminal’s head. But for crimes that were not worthy of 
death, they ufed the Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, he. 

None of the Canarians exercifed the trade of a butcher except the dregs of the 
people. This employment was accounted fo ignominious, that they would not fo 
much as allow one of that profeffion to enter into any of their houfes, or to touch any 
lhing belonging to them, it was made unlawful for the butchers even to keep com- 
pany with any but thofe of tlicir own profelfion ; and when they wanted any thing of 
another perfon, they were obliged to carry a Half with them, and point at what they 
wanted, Handing at a confiderable diftance. As a recompence for this abject Hate, 
the natives were obliged to fupply the butchers with every thing they had occafion for. 
It was not lawful for any Canarim, except the butchers, to kill cattle : when any 
perfon wanted his beaft, &c. to be killed, he was obliged to lead it to the public fham- 
bles, but was not allowed to enter himfclf j and this prohibition extended even to the 
women and children. 

The houfes in Gran Canaria were built of ftone, without cement, but fo neat and 
regular that they made a beautiful appearance. At the top they laid wooden beams 
or rafters, very clofe to each other, and covered them with earth. The walls of thefe 
houfes were very low, and the floors funk lower than the level of the ground on which 
they flood, being fo contrived for the advantage of warmth in the winter leafon. 
Their beds and bedding were goat fldns drelfed in the hair, after a mofl curious 
manner. 1’heir other furniture confifted of bafkets, and mats of palm-leaves and 
rufhes, made extremely neat, and very ingenioufly wrought, 'i’here were among 
them,.people whofe foie occupation was to build houfes and manufadurc mats, &c. 
The women in general w'ere employed in painting and dying ; and in the proper feafon 
tl^y very carefully gathered the flowers, flirubs, &c. from which they extraded -the 
fCveral colours. The threads they ufed for fewing and other purjrofes were made of 
the fpringy nerves or tendons of the loins of fheep, goats, or fwinp, with which they 
were iupplied by the butchers. I hcfe they firfl anointed with butter, and afterwards 
prepared by fire in fuch a manner that they could fplit th(;m into fine threads at their 
pleafure. Their needles were made of bone, and their fifh'-hooks of horn. All their 
ve.Tels ufed in cookery were made.ofclay, hardened by 'the fun, which they called 
Ganigos. Their wealth confifted chiefly in goats, which they called Aridaraan ; and 
fome flieep, which they called Taluran : they had alfo hogs, which they named T a- 

n guacen. 
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guacen. Their common food was barley-meal roafted, which they called Goffio, an^ 
eat with milk or goats flelh. When they made a feali j they dreffed this latter with 
hog’s lard or butter, and this difli they called Tamazanona. Their barley which they 
c.illed iXfamotan *, they ground with a hand-niill. The following is the manner in 
which they ploughed their lands ; about twenty people alTenibled together, each having 
a wooden inilrument (not unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of it, on which 
they fixed a goat's horn ; with this they broke the ground, and afterwards took care, 
if the rain came nut in its proper feafon, to luoilfen it with water, which they brought 
by canals from the rivulets. The women gathered it' lac corn, of which they reaped 
only the ears; thefe they threflicd with hicks, or bi t with their feet, and then win- 
nowed in their hands. 

I'heir only fruits were vlcacorras, mocanes, and wild dates ; and fome time before 
the conqueft of their ifland, tiicy had figs : green figs they call Arcliormafe, and dried 
ones Tehaimenen. Their poor lived by the fea-coah, chiefly on fifli which they catched 
in the night-time, by making a blaze on the water with torches of pitch-pine. In the 
day-time, whenever they difeovered a flioal of fard'nas,.*i finall fifli refembling herrings 
or pilchards, a great number of men, women, and children waded into the fea, and 
Iwimming beyond the flioal, chafed the fifli tov/arJs the fliorc ; then with a net, made 
of a tough kina of rulli, they encloled and drew them to land, and there made an 
equal divifuiii of their prize : in doing tliis, every woman in the company who had 
young children, received a lliarc for each ; or if flie happened to be with child, flie 
received a fliarc for the child in her womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought out the corpfc and placed it .in the 
fun, took out the bowels and entrails, which they waflied, and then buried in the 
earth : the body they dried, and iwathed round with bandages of goat {kins, and then 
fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed with the fame garments which the deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper cave . ,s at hand, they carried the dead body to one of 
thole flony places now called Mai Paices, where, levelling the ground and fixing the 
fmall loofe ftones, they made a coffin of very Ikrge ones, placed lO as not to touch the 
body j then they took another large ftone, two yards in length, wrought into a round 
form, and with this they clofed the coffin, and afterwards filled up the niche between 
the top of the round ftone and the outer part of the fidcs of the coffin with fmall ftones, 
in lb neat a manner, that every one who beholds them mult be furprifed at the in- 
genuity of this people. Some of their dead bodies were put into chefts, and after- 
wards depofited in a kind of ftone fepulchres. There were ccrt;.in perlbns among 
them whole profeflion it was, and who were fet apart for the purpole of preparing the 
dead bodies burial, and making up the tombs. 

The lower clafs of people were buried in the Mrrl Paices, in holes covered wi.*li dry 
ftones ; and, excepting thofc bodies which were placed upright in the caves, all the 
others were laid with their heads towards the north. 

* I have reafon to believe that by my author’s negligence thefe two words are tranfpofed : Tam|Usauoi» 
fignifyiiig Barley, and Afamotun, the above mcnliuuea dilh. 
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BOOK III. 

Of the TJtanS of Palma, and of the ancient Inhabitants thereof j their Manners, 

Cujioms, Worjhip, lefc. 

JT is not pofitively known how this ifland came firfl; to be called Palma. In all pro- * 
bability it received this name from the Europeans at the time of their difeovering it, 
for the natives called it Benahoare, which in their language fignifics My Country*. 
When the Europeans firft landed on this ifland, it produced no fort of corn, or 
eatable roots, excepting the roots of fern, of which the natives made meal (as the 
inhabitants of this and fome other of the Canary Iflands do to this day), and alfo of 
the feed of a tree or fhrub called Amagante. Both thefe forts of meal they ate mixed 
with milk or broth. Their other forts of food were flelh of goats, fheep, and hogs, 
which they ate either roafted or boiled. The (kins of the two firfl: ferved them for 
cloathing, and of the latter they made flioes. The weapon they ufqd in war was a 
ftaflF or pole, Iharpened at the point and hardened by fire, which they called Moca. 


, Cf the Ifland ofThenerife or Tenerife. 

THE next ifland was named Thenerife, or the White Mountain, by the natives of 
Palma ; I'hener, in their language, fignifying a Mountain, and Ife, AVhite : the Pike, 
or fummit of Thenerife being always covered with fnow. This name has been con- 
tinued to it by the Spaniards ever fince ; but the natives called it Chineche, and 
themfelves Vincheni : how the Spaniards came to give them the name of Guanches, is 
not known. 


An Inquiry concerning the Origin of the Natives of the Canary IJlands. 

PLINY fays, “ There are no inhabitants in the Fortunate Iflands.” And in another 
place he fays, “ In Canaria are vefiiges of buildings, which teftify that it was for- 

merly inhabited.” 

PFutarch’s Fortunate Iflands were alfo peopled, according to his account of them ; 
for he fays in one place, “ The foil is fo abundantly fruitful, that it produces fppn- 
*C taneoufly plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fufficient to anfwer the wants and 
“ delight the palates of the inhabitants.” Defcribing the temperature of the climate, 
he fatys, “ It is firmly believed even by the barbarous natives themfelves, that this is 
“ the feat of the Blefled.” 

* When the Spaniards afked the meaning of the word Benahoare^ /.he natives would naturally anfwer, 
* This Placf, our Land, my Country, ihi^ Ifland, or our Dwelling-place i’ but I have rcafon to imagine 
that it did not literally fignify My Country. 
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If thefe iflands were formerly inhabited, what became of the natives afterwards? 
for Madeira^ and Porto Santo, when difcovered by th(^ Portugueze, were utterly de- 
ftitute of inhabitants. It muft have been owing to fome uncommon event, ‘hat all thefe 
people abandoned their native country, witliout fo mucli as leaving a fmgle family be- 
hind. But if they perKhed in the ifland, it is ftill more extraordinary ; for we never 
heard of the whole inhabitants of any country being dellroycd without exception, by 
war, faipine, pellilence, or any other calamity. If 1 may be allowed to guefs at the 
caufe of this depopulation, we rnuft obferve that almoft two thirds of each of the Canary 
Iflands are now covered with calcined rocks, pumice ilones, and black dull or alhes, 
which have formerly been throAvn out from volcanoes, the remains of which are ftill to 
be feen in every one of thofe iflands. 

I do not think it improbable, that many of the natives might have been deftroyed 
by thofe violent eruptions ; and that the remainder, being terrified, abandoned their 
country, and went in queft of new habitations : but where they went, is a queftion 
not eafily folved ; though fome writers aflert, that they paffed over to America : but 
this is mere conjccfurc. 

From two paflages in the Nubian Geographer, it would feeni that there were inha- 
bitants in the Canary Iflands, Madeira, or Po to Santo, fome time after the conqueft 
of Spain by thb Moors, and belbre the Spaniards expelled the Moors from Lilbon, in 
1147. Of this the reader may judge for himfclf, as I lhall here tranferibe thofe 
paflages. 

Part I. Of the I’hird Climate. “ In this fea is alfo the ifland of two brothers, 

“ magicians ; the one of which is called Sciarraham, and the other Sciaram. 

“ This port is oppofite to Afafi*, and is at fo fmall a diftance from it, that, when 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difeern fmoke on the Con- 
“ tinent. There is alfo in this fea an ifland of fheep, which is large and covered with 
“ a dark cloud f; in which ifland , . c innumerable fheep, but fmall, arid their llefli 
“ extremely bittcj* to the tafte, and unfit for food : and this iikewife appears from the 
“ relation of the Almaghrurin (Wanderers).” 

Part I. Of the Fourth Climate. “ Oppofite to Lifbon (which is fituated on the ,jj', 

coall of the Dark Sea), on the South bank of the river is the caftle of Almaaden 
“ (of treafure), fo called from gold which is thrown out after a ftorm at fea. From 
“ Lifbon went out Almaghrurin (the Wanderers), who attempted the Dark Sea, to * 
“ make difeoveries : and from them a path in the town, not far from the lake, takes 

its name, which it will retain to lateft ages. 

“ And this is their hiftory. Eight men, who were coufins, having built a merchant- 
“ fhip, and provided it with water and neceflary provilions for feveral months, began 
“ their voyage as foon as the call wind began to blow : and when they had failed 
“ almoft eleven days, with a fair wind, they came at laft to a certain fea whofe 
“ thick waters had a difagreeable fmell, where there were many rocks and a dnfty 
“ light : wherefore, being afraid of certain fhipwreck, they altered their courfe, md 

* That this is AzafH in Barbary is beyond all doubt, as may be feen ’ #/ what he fays thereof in the 
defeription of the king:doin of Morocco : although Porto Santo is not fo near the Continent as he repre- 
fente it, yet it is eicadly, as he fays, fronting Afafi, or oppofite to it. 

f I'his anfwm exactly to tli£ gioom or cloud that furrounded Madeira, difcovered by the Por- 
tugueze, and which made them afraid to venture near it.^ The iflands -nerife, Palma, and Madeira 
appear at a diftance (when llic trade-wind blows) like thick dark clouds, l iadcira was full of woods when 
difcovered, which no doubt attrattcd*the vapours, and made it appear more gloomy, / 

• “ Liling 
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•' failing twelve days to the fpiith, they landed upon an iflund of fhcep, or ctBfie, 
“ where innumerable /locks ^rayed^ without a Ihepherd or guide. Here they found 
“ a fountain of running water, which was over-lhadowed by a wild fig-tree. And 
“ having caught /ome fliecp, or cattle, they killed them ; but perceiving their fle/h fo 
“ bitter that it could not be eaten, they only took their /kins. After this, failing alfo 
“ twelve days^at the fouth, they deferied at a didance a certain iiland, and feeing 
habitations and cultivated lands, they fiiiled near to it, to make larthcr dji^ovcries. 
But not long after, they were furrounded with boats, taken pri Toners, and conduced, 
“ together with their liiip, to a certain town fituated on the lea coait ; where when 
they arrived they faw reddifli men, with thin and long hair, and tall in dature ; the 
women were alfo furpri/iiigly beautiful. They were kept there for three days, in a 
“ certain houfe ; but on the fourth day a man came to them, and alked them, in 
“ Arabic, concerning their condition, for what they came, and to whojii they belonged ? 

When they had told him all their ftory, he promifed happy things to them, anil at 
“ the fame time told them he was the King’s interpreter. Wherefore, the next day, 
“ being brought to the King, and interrogated by him about the lame things which 
the interpreter had a/ked, they told the King the fame dory which they had told the 
“ interpreter the day before ; that they had ventured to fea to diicover whatever was 
“ remarkable or wonderful in it, and to penetrate to its utmolt bounds. The King 
“ hearing thefe things, laughed, and faid to the interpreter, 'Ikil the/'e men, that my 
“ father commanded fonie of his fubjeds to fail this fea ; and they failed by its breadth 
“ a whole month, fo that the light failed them altogether, and I’o their voyage was 
vain and u/ele/s. Moreover, the King commanded the interpreter to proinil'e good 
“ things in his name to thefe people, and to bid them put their confidence in him. 
“ '1 hey were then conduced back to the place of their confinement, and detained 
“ there till the weft wind began to blow. Then being put into a boat, with their eyes 
bound, they were fent to fea ; where, according to their relation, they remained 
three days and nights : at length they arrived at tlie Continent, where they were 
“ put on /hore, with their hands tied behind their backs, and thus left to fhift for 
“ themlelvcs. In this condition they lay till day-break, during which time they fuf- 
“ fered the greateft uneafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at length hearing a 
“ noife ol human voices, they altogether called aloud for help j when fome people 
“ approaching, and feeing them in this miferable condition, enquired of them the 
“ caufe : thele people (who were barbarians) a/ked them if they knew how far they 
were from their own country ? To which they replied, they could not tell. Upon 
“ this they were told that it wa; two months travel. The commander of thefe un- 
fortunate men hearing thts, hurft out into this exclamation, Va Asfi ! i. e. Alas ! 
wha)^ we /idler ! and the place has ever fince been called As/i. It is a harbour in 
“ the wefiermo/t part of tliecoaft, of which we have already made mention.” 

As the Nubian Geographer had not the above-mentioned account from the advcti- 
turers themlelvcs, we may reafonably conclude that we have not the relation of the 
voyage exadly us it w'as ))erforined : but if there is any truth in it at all, the illand 
where file voyagers wero blind-folded, and from thence fent to Azaffi, can be no other 
than one of the C!anary I/lands, Madeira, or Porto Santo, 'ajl which lie within three 
days fail of Azaffi. 

Of all thole illands, Fuertaventura bids faireft for the illand of the two brothers, 
piagicians. btcaule in ckar weather it may be perceived .from the coiuiuent of that part 
cf Africa luuated to the Ibuth-weft of Azaffi. 


‘ Novr 
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lt>W as Azaffi was at that time the remoteft fea-port town to the nuf 'i>wefl, i{ is# 

► proWble that the natives of the continent oppofite to Fin^r'aventura, c .niinp; to Azalii 
to trade, mighft inform the inhabitants of ih.it town, tha/from their cnaft t! ey alw.iys, 
in clear weather, obferved an ifland. This will account for our auihnr’s fjving, 

*' This port looks towards Azaffi, and is at fo fmall a diltance from it, diat, when 
“ the air on the fea is clear and free from clouds, you can difeern fmokc on the 
“ Continent.” * 

I fliall^ow proceed to give fome account of the original of thofe people deferibed 
in the foregoing Hiftory of the Difeovery and Conque'i of the Canary Iflaiids. The 
author of that Hiftory has written no lefs than three 1 lio pages to confute an opinion, 
held by fome, that the natives of the Canaries were the defeendants of the ten f '.'jes of 
Ifrael that were carried into captivity by tiie Affyrians. 

1 lis own opinion is, that they came from Mauritania ; and this he founds on the 
refcmhlaiice of names of places in Africa and in the iflands ; for, fays he, “ Telde, 

“ wliicii is the name of the oldeft habitation in Canaria, Orotava, and Tegefte, are 
“ all names which w'e find given to places in Mauritania and in Mount Atlas. 

“ It is to be fuppoled that Canaria, Fuertaventura, and Lancerota, were peopled by 
“ the Alarbes, who are the nation moft efteemed in Barbary ; for the natives of thofe 
“ iflands namet'. milk Aho, and barley Temafen, which are the names that are given, 

“ tiiofc things in the language of the Alarbes of Barbary.” He adds, that — 

“ Among the books of a library that was in the cathedral of St. Anna, in Canaria, 

“ there was one, fo much disfigured and torn that it wanted both the beginning and 
“ the end ; it treated of the Romans, and gave an account, that when Africa was a 
“ Roman province, the natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed their Prefidenfs and 

Governors ; upon which the fenate, rcfolving to punifti and make a fevere example 
“ of the rebels, font a powerful army into Mauritania, whicli vanquiftied and reduced 
“ them again to obedience : ibon af , the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to 
“ death ; and the tongues of the common fort, and of their wives and children, were 
“ cut out, and tlien they were all put on board vcffels, with fane grain and cattle, 

‘‘ and tranfported to t'le C unary Iflands 

Whether the Ctmarians w ere exiles from Africa or not, I fliall not pretend to de- 
termine ; but am pcrfiuided they came originally from thence. This may eafdy be 
proved from the fimilitude of cufloms and language in South Barbary, to thofe of 
the natives of all the Canary Iflands, excepting I’enerife f. 

I'or itifttmce, the Libyans, before they gave their daughters in marriage, kept 
them apart fome lime, and fed them with milk till they became ’.cry fat. When any 
of them w'cre wmiuded, they poured hot butter into the wound. And their principal 
difli, called Coufeouifou, was much the fame with the Goflio of the Canarians. 

Bat the greateft proof lies in the fimilitude between the Canarian and Libyan 
languages. My author is miftaken when he fays, the languages of the iflands refena- 
blcd the language f[)oken by the Alarbes or Arabs of Barbary ; for the two w oreV* 
he mentions arc not Arabic, but Shillha, the language now fpoken in the mountains 
in the kingdoms of Morocco, Suz, and odier parts of South Barbary. • 

* One 'i'lK'nirs Nicoln, wlioliJed feven years in the Canary Iflands, and .. hiftory of'lhem, fays, that 
the bell accoiint he conid get of the origin of the natives, was, that, they i. eri dies from Africa, baniflicd 
thence by the Romans, who cut out their tongues for blafphehiing their goi'. 

'I'lic language iu Tenerife, at the time of the conqucfl, liad no uili.,.*,y to thefe fpoken in the . 
roll of the illaiids : it Iccms to have lome rcfcmblance of the Peruvian or fome other of the American 
tongues. 


It 
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It is evident that the Libyans did not come to the Canary Iflands till gfteriRliny 
had wrote his Natural Hiftory ; for he tells us that thofe iflands were then uninhabited; 
and it is as clear it muft hLve been before the conqueft of Barbary * by the Arabs, 
otherwife we fliould have found fome of the ceremonies of the Mahomedan religion • 
among the Canarians. 

It is even not improbable that the Libyans who firfl; fettled in the iflands, fled thither 
to avoid falliflg into the hands of the vidtorious Arabs. ^ 

The natives of the Canary Iflands, at the time of the conqueft, knew not the ufe 
of boats, consequently the inhabitants of one ifland could not have any intercourfe with 
thofe of another ; yet, fays my author, the languages of all of them, except that ol 
Tenerife, though very diferent, had fome affinity to each other. 

• All the Libyans profefs Mahomedanifm. 
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JOURNIES in the INTERIOR* of AFRICA. 

By Mr. Browne *. 
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■ From Cobbe to Ssnnaar. 

From Cobbe to Shawer - - 

From Shawer to Ril . . - . 

At Ril is a large pool of water, never completely dry, and a little 
to theE. of it a fpacious houfe built by Sultan Teraub, eldeft brother 
of the prefent monarch. 

From Ril to Fadow - ... 

From Fadow to Cawb .... 

Near Cawb commences a ridge of hills, running N. and S. or 
nearly fo. 

From Cawb to Dar Hummer 

From Dar Ilumnu'ir to Emdi 

From F.radi to E"' ' 

In each of thel'e towns are Fukhara, who adminifter juftice. 

From Krciga to Ibeit t * - 

Between ivreiga '’nd Ibeit is Habu-Harras, a place diftant from the 
former three hour.s. Its neighbourhood is laid out in gardens belt>ng 
ing to the people oi' Dongola eftabliflied there, in which they cultivate 
onions, &c. The fituaiitm of Abu Harras is in length N. and S. and 
the wells which lupply it with water are to the S. of the town. 

From Ibeit to Miteina - . . . 

From Miteina to Autolh . . . . 

From Autolh to Yaisin . - 

Yafsin is a town of Fukkara. 

From Yafsin to Breifla, deep fund 

From Breifla to Cone - - - 

Cone is at the foot of a mountain of the Erne name, which lies S. 
of the road. Near Cone, a little S. of the road, is a pool of water, 
and this is a place wiiere travellers commonly lepofe themfelves. 

From Cone to Kinnuna . . - . 

' From Kinnana to Deggin - - - 

From Deggin to Hcllec.Allais on the Bahr-el-ablad, the tjla«e 
which the ferry-boats frequent 


^ Mean bearing 


Beanttg. 

S.S.E. 


E. 


E. 


E. 


Day*. 
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3 
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I 
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< 
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* See vol. XV. pag. 108. 

f Ibeit is one of the principal townffof Korclofan : it is alfo the name of a imall diftrict. 

I The bearing of the road from Ril to Hellct Allais is reported to be generally K, with very {.nail* 
variation. 
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Hellet Allais is fituatcd on the W. of the river. Tjie river 
(Bahr-el-abiad) is here of fucti breadth, that the features of ,a pcrfon 
ftanding on the other fide cannot be diftinguiflied, but the human 
voice is heard. — A number of trees is feen here to the W. of the 
river, not to the E. Hellet Allais is altogether built of clay. —A large 
palm-tree grovfs in the middle of the town. 

On the eaftern fide of the river is Shilluk — not far removed from it, 
being reported to be within fight of Allais. 

Shilluk is a town of idolaters, built with clay. The inhabitants 
have no other clothing than bands of long grafs, which they pafs 
round the waift and between the thighs- 'J’liey are all black ; both 
fexes are accuftomed to fliave their head.s. The people of Shillfik 
have the dominion of the river, and take toll of all paffengers, in 
fuch articles of traffic as pafs among them. The name Shilluk is not 
Arabic, and its meaning is unknown. — When afked concerning their 
name or country, the people reply Shilluk. When employed in tranf- 
porting Mohammedans acrofs the ferry, they occafionally exhibit the 
importance which their fituation gives them. After the Muflim has 
placed himfelf in the boat, they will afk him, “ Who is the mailer of 
that river ?” The other replies, as is ufual, “ Ullah or Rubbani" — 
God is the niafter of it. “ No,” anfwers the Shilluk, “ you mull fay 
that fuch a one (naming his chief) is the mailer of it, or you lhall not 
pafs.” They are reprefented as lliewinghofpitality to fuch as come among 
them in a peaceable manner, and as never betraying thofe to whom 
they have once accorded protcdion. The particulars of their worlliip, 
as in moll other inllances where 1 have h.ad my information from 
Mohammedans, have not been defcribed. 

From Shillfik to Dar Ruga - . . . 

From Dar Ruga to Waalia 

From Waalia to Shadli - - - - 

From Shadli to Sennaar - - - - 

Sennar, Medinet cl Fun or Fungi, is fitnated on the river which 
Fows from Habbelh, which river is much fmaller than the Bahr-el- 
abiad, arid before the annual increafe is fordable between Sennaar 
and Balboch. 

The Haves who have ufurped the government refide in Terfeia, 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Between them and the people of the 
city fiave been perpetual Ikirmillies for the lall fix years. (1794.) 

The Bahr-el-abiad full'ers the fame periodical increafe and diminu- 
rion as the Nile in Egypt. 


Blearing;. 


E.^N. 1 

E. I 

E. I 

oi 


• ^From Sennaar to Gonddr. 

From TerfeiJIo Rhad - - • , 

From !^ad to Dender - - - 

From Dendef to B 61 a • - - ’ 

From Bela to Teawa ' " 

Rhad is on the banks of a river of the fame name. After palling 
Bela, the traveller leaves the river, and proceeds by a mountainous 

8t 
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ISearing. 

road to Teawa. The foi) in the neighbourhood of Teawa is clay, and 
the town is built of that material. The people of thel^lace ufe for 
bread the Mahriek, (white maize), which grows there luxuriantly. 

From Teawa to Ras el fil - - - S. E. 

From RSs el fil to Gond^r - - - E. S. E. 

'I'he officer who governs Rds el fil is appointed by the king of * 
Habbeffi.'-— Inhabitants of Rtls el fil called Giberti. 


Road from Sennaar to Swakm. 

From vSennaar to Teawa ... 

From Teawa to /\tbara, a town on that river - - E. 

From Atbara to Hallanga - - - N. 

The people of Hallanga are Mohammedans, but ufe not the 
Arabic language generally. They are of an olive complexion. 

The Mahriek in their neighbourhood is faid to grow fo large, that 
the ftt m at bottom is feen of the fize of a man’s wrift. 

From Hall-inga fo Swakem - - - N. E. 

During great part < f the way the road is mountainous and rocky. 

The (pace between the two laft places is uncultivated, and inhabited 
only by wandering Arabs. Thefe are of two races, Bijjc and Okoot. 

Both of them breed camels in great number, (heep, &c. Swakem is 
fituatcd on an ifland, in which the governor and principal perfons re- 
fide : but the greater number live on the main land. 


Road from Senr. r to Mahas. 


From Sennaai to Herbaje 
From Herbaje to Halfeia 

At Halfeia is the confluence of the Bahr-el-abiad and Bahr el afrek 
From Halfeia to Chendi 
l'’rom Chendi to Birbir 
From Birbir to Shaikie 
From Shaikie to Dongola 
From Dongola to Mahas 



N. -1- W. 

N. 


N. 


N.W. 

N. 


from Sennaar to Faxoglo. 

From Sennaar to Dachala , - - - 

From Dachala to F.mfiric - - - 

From Fmfirid to Eouni . . . . 

From Louni to Gerbin - - « - 

'I’he people of Dachala are Mohammedans refiding on the W'eRgai 
bank of the Bahr el afreki-^Gerbin is a mountainous place, wh^ 
ferves for confining malefa^ors under the government of Sennan.-. 
Mountainous — From Gerbm to Fazoglo ' 

The mines of Fazoglo afford .much gold : they belong to Sennaar. 


E. 

S. E. 

S. 

S. , 


S. 
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From G^rbin to Gondar, 

Bearing. 

From Fazoglo there is no direO: road. Having returned to Gerbin, 

From Gerbin to Hafsib - - - E. 

From Hal^sib to Beida - - . - E. 4 S. 

Beida is the firft town under the Abyffinian government, and is de- 
fcribed as chiefly inhabited by fugitive flaves, who belong to perfons 
within that empire. 

From Beida to Kourmi . . . 

From Kourmi to Hafleb-ullah 

This road is mountainous, circuitous, and abounds with fprings of 
water, ihc civet cat is fo common in this diftridl, that in every 
houfe, it is faid, there are fifteen or twenty tame ones. 

From Hafleb-ullah to Gondar - . - E. 

Mountainoui and difficult road. 


Dayt- 

2 

a 


3 

3 


10 


Sundry Routes nf the Merchants of Sennaur. 

From Sennaar to Gebel-el-Moie 

From Gebel-el-Moie to Bahr-el-abad 

From Senna:.!* to. Bahhadin - ' ■ 

From Bahhadin to Menajel 

trom Menajel to the Bahr-el-abiad. 


- S. W. I 

- W.S.W. i-i- 

- S.S.W. 04- 

- S. W. 2 

W. a 


Road to Gondar. 

From Sennaar to Terfeia - - . 

From Terfeia to Subi-deleib - - . 

From Subi-deleib to Wullad Midani 
From Midani to the Bahr-el-aliek 

From the river to Mendala - - - 

From Mendala to Kaila . . . 

Kaila is mountainous. 

Froto Kaila to Embutteik . . . . 

Mountainous and deep fand. 

From Embutteik to Ooze, or the fands - . . 

Erom Goze to the Atbara - , . 

This country is inhabited by the Biftiarin Arabs, who are Moham- 
medans. ’ 

0 From Atbara to Gebel Cufla - - - 

From Gebel Cufla to Gebel en Narr 
From Gebel en Narr to Gondar 

# 

' • 

A Route which fecvis to be uncertain^ and of which the Bearings are not 

accurately ^iven* 

>rom the Goze or fands of the Atbara, above' mentioned, to 
El-Edd belonging to the Bijjc - . . 

lit 
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x'rom El-Edd to ftlvakem 

This road is filled wl’^h Arabs, I 

From Swakem to Gebel-el-Hellc - - - 

From Gebel-el-Helle to Gcbcl-el-Sillah 
From Gebekcl-Sillah to Gabel-ebBeit 
From Gebebcl-Beit to Birbir 

All this road from Swakem to Birbir is reprefented as rocky. 
Birbir is fituatecl in a clayey foil. 

From Birbir to Wiill ad-el- Mapjedub 
From Wullad-el-Magediib to Bifliaric 
From Bifliaric to Shiit^Aric - - - 

Bifliaric are a forci<^n race, but Shdkfiric fjieak Arabic as their 
native language. 

Arabs- - From ShrikuHc to Hellali6 - - - 

From Ilcllalie to B.ihr-el-afrck - • . 

From liahivel-afrck to Em-iifliar - - - 

From J'.iii-iifliar to Wiilhul-el-f(irdk - . . 

From Wullad-el-furuk to Ilummur - . . 

Clayey foil. 

Mohammedans — From Hiimmi^r to Seniit ab6d 
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From Ibeii to Emdurman and Iliilfcia^ and return to Ibeit by Another 

road. 

From Ibcit to Bahra • - ‘ . 

From Bahra to Emgaiiatir 

Prom Emganatir to Shegeik 

P>om Shegeik to Gimmoyc - - - 

From Gimmoy6 to Tandurman 
All this country is inhabited by Mohammedans, who fpeak Arabic 
alone. — Gimmoyc and Pbndurman are both on the W. bank of the 
Bahr-ebabiad, and the latter is at the place of union between that river 
and the Abawi. — Returning W. 

From Emdurn.aii to Harraza, a mountain of difficult paiTage 
Road defert and dejiiiute of water ^ 

The inhabitants of Harraza are idolaters, of mixed conipl :xion, 
but inolt of them of a reddilh hue.— They breed fonie hori'es, which 
tliey mount. 

Phoin Harraza to Abu-hadid. , - 

From Abuhad'd to Zerawy 

From Zerawy to Elherfliar - - . 

Plflierlhnr is famous for its fait, which is gathered by the Arabs, 
tranfported to other places and fold. The people of tiiis lafl place 
are iVrabs, but thofe of Zetawy, Harraza, and Abu-badid, n^her 
Arabs nor Mohammedans. 

From Eflierfhar to Bifheri6 . ^ - 

Road dejtrt. 

Bilher c is full of palm-tfees. 

From Biflierie to Bahra - . ... > 

From Bahra to Ibeit .. .. . , ^ 
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Route from Ibeit to Sheibon^ where are gold mines, and other places, 

returning to Ibeit. 

MM ' ^ 

From Ibeit to Bahra . - - 

From Bahra to Khhkjc . . - 

From KhiUje to Abu-jenAch 
From Abu'^enuch to Seije 
From Seije to Tummara 

Between the two laft places is a rocky road, with interv 
deep /and and clay. 

From Tummara to Demik 


clothing. The foil at and near Demik is clay. 

From Demik to Khega . . - 

From Khega to Dibri . - - 

Mountainous and rocky. 

From Dibri to Sheibon 
Clayey foil. 

Near this place, in a deep glen or valley, much gold is found, 
both dull and in fmall pieces. The natives collect the Juft in quills 
of the oftrich and vulture, and in that condition fell it to the mer- 
chants. They have a ceremony on difcovering a large piece of gold, 
of killing a fheep on it before they remove it. I’he people are all 
black, as are thole above mentioned from Abu-jenilch hither. They 
have fome form of marriage, i. e. of an agreement between man and 
woman to cohabit. Women of full age wear a piece of platted grafs 
on their parts. The younger and unmarried are quite naked. The 
flaves, which are brought in great numbers from this quarter, are 
fome prifoners of war among themfelves, (for their wars are frequent,) 
and fome feduced by treachery and fold. But it is faid to be a 
common pradice for the father in time of fcarcity to fell his 
children. 

At Sheib6n are fome Mohammedans, who live among the idolaters 
and wear clothing : it is not faid whether Arabs or not. 

The people above defcribed are independent tribes of negroes, who 
have no other ruler than their relpeftive chiefs, the authority of whom 
is very fmall, except in time of war. The Mecque of Sennaar ufed 
to claim fome tribute from the people of Sheibon, but received 
nothing regularly. 

From Sheibon to ShOrrh - - - 1 

From Shurrii to Luca - - - * J 

Luca is another place where refides an independent chief : it is alfo 
famous for its gold, which, as at Sheibon, is the only medium of 
exchange among the inhabitants. 

From Luca to Koheila - - - * - 

In Koheila are Arabs, not fubjeft to any monarch of the country. 
Some idolaters alfo live among them. 

• From Koheila to Tfinga, a town - ' - • 0 

’ People of Tlinga Mohammedans. — This country is called by the > 
Arabs Dar Kinnana j 
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linjga to Gtjpel ■ 


From Tlinjga to Gtjpel Sahd 
Gebel Sahd is within ithe dominion ofSennaar. , 

From Gebel Sahd ro Baha-e9-din 
Still Dar Kinnana. 

From Baha-ed-din to Gebel-el-abid 
From Gebel-el-abid to Tumbhl 
I'umbul is under the government of the king of 
Tuclawi. 

From I’umbdl to Seifaban 
Seifabin is inliabited by ArabvS alone. 

From Seilabiln to Abdome 

From Abdorne to Tuggala, capital of the king of Tuclawi 
This diftricl is called Sagurnie, country of the mountaineers. 
From 'I’uggala to ir ... 

From Deir to Gebcl-el-deir 
From Gebel-el-deir to Gebel-le-Buccle 
From Gebel-el-Bucclc to Ibcit 
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Freni Rtl to IVara, capital of Bergoo. 

From Ril to Gebel Marra, deep /and ... 

Gebel Marra to Bilhara Taib - - ' > 

Bifliara Taib to the confines of Fur _ . . 

All this road is mountainous and rocky, and the inhabitants 
from Rtl W. to the confines of Ftir are Mohammedans. The 
water on Gebel Marra, which is a 'ofty mountain, rifes with fome 
remarkable circuinftances, and it is faid to be fulphureous. The 
people there feed partly on wheat, which grows near the place, partly 
on Mahreik. 

'I'he people who inhabit the confines of Ffir W. are called 
Tuinurkec. 

From the confines to Dar Ruma 
Dfert, /and and clay, fome water. 

From Dar Ruma to Kibbeid - - 

Kibbeid is fitiaicd on a hill or rock. 

From Kibbeid to Kajachfa 

From Kajachfa to Bendala ... 

Bendala is inhabited by the Haves of the Sultan of Bergoo. — The 
people of Ruma, and thence to Bendala are idolaters. 

From Bendala to Wullad-el-Bucca 
Bucca is a mountainous dijiriit. 

From Bucca to Dar MiflelAd » - ^ » 

From Dar MilTelad to Wara, the refidence of the Su’ltan of 
Bergoo » ’ 
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“ ‘ Fre7n JVara to' Bahr-el-Gazalle, 

From Wara to Nimr, whei e the merchants refine, as at|Cobb€ 

inr>ar-F{ir - - - - 

From I\ilmr fo Battah - - 

Battah is U. Mtetl on a fmall river, which flows from the S. and 
then deviating the W. falls into the Bahr el Fittre. Battah be- 
longs to the Miffelild. ^ 

From Battah to Dirota .... 

From Dirota to l)ar HummAr - - 

Road, clayey foil. 

From Dar Hummar to Cofeidt - - , 

Dar Hutnmar rocky. 

From Cofeiat to ShungeiSt - - 

Two towns of idolaters. 

From Shungeiiit to Dar Dajeou — Caffres ' - 

Cooka, Mohammedans— From Dar Dajeou to Dar Cooka 

From Cooka to Muddago - . . 

In Muddago are Mohammedans, who are governed by a petty 
prince under the king of Bergoo. 

From Buddago to Bahr-cl-Fittrc 

The people on the banks of Bahr-el-Fittr^ are called Abu-femmin, 
and are Mohammedans. They ufc little boats for the purpofe of 
pafling'' from one place to another on the river. 

From B ah r-el -Fittre to Bahr-cl-Gazalle 
Road deep fund, no trees. 

The neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-Gazalle is inhabited by Arabs, 
who feed camels and Iheep, and fome oxen. 
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Route from Khukje to the Bahr-el-ada, and thence towards the Bahr- 

eUabiad. 

From Khukjcijto Baraka ... 

Baraka is inhabited by independent Arabs. 

The greater part of this road is deep fand : the remainder, from 
Baraka b^he Bahr-el-ada, is clay. The part of that river, which 
is here meant, is occupied by tribes of Arabs feeding cows and Iheep ; 
they are called Miflirie. T his part of the river is alfo frequented by 
v;i]d ajid ferocious animals. T’he Mifliri^ Arabs comb their hair 
back, twift it, and fallen it in the form of a fccj|®ion’s tail behind. 
They colled honey of the wild kind in great quatlSty, and hunt the 
el*;phant. 

From Baraka to Thrrht ... 

Ffom Turrut to Jivngeidn . - . 

The people of Jungeion are tall and black; they have cows, 
Iheep, and goats, and feed on the Mahriek or while maize. They 
colled the dung of the animals mentioned, dry it, roall It on the 
fire, ai.d aherwards ufc it for a bed. Thefe people are very numerous. 
The country in their neighbourhood is ail a plain, and the foil clay. 
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, • ' ^ Beirinf. Dayt 

They have a praftice, apf^arently fup^rftitious, of milking their cows 
info a veffcl with a nat/ti’ mouth, «that the milk may not be feen', and 
never pour it into a difli or bowl ; and any ftranger who vifits them 
is obliged to drink of the dugs of the cow, as do the calves. 

From Jungeion to ShAd - . - - S. T. 1 

From Shad to Inigulgule - - - * N. oj 


Route from KImkjc to the Bahr-cl-uda, thence toward th . 3 ahr-el-abiady 

and returning to Ril. 

The inhabitants of Inigulgule are idolaters. They clothe them- 


felves with a kind of cotton cloth. 

From Inigulgule to the refidence of the king of Ibbe - . - E. N. 

From faid refidence to the coniines of Dar-Fdr - - N. W. 4 

From the confines to Tubcldic ... 2 

From Tubcldic to Ril ... 8 

y/// this road is fandy, hut filled with many and large trees. 


Rond from Bahr-el-Gazallc to Bornou. 


From Bahr-el-gazalle to the capital of Dar Baghermc , 
From the laid refidence to Kottocom 
The inhabitants of this dilfriQ; are Mohammedans. In the road 
two rivers are crofled by the traveller, one of which is called Kitchena, 
It runs from S. I'h to N. W. ... 

From Kottocom to Bornou, the '”perial city 
The road lies in part through fand, in part through deep clay. 
There are many trees. 'I'he neighbourhood of the Bahr-el-ga/.uM- 
feems by the defeription to be a foreft. 

The city Bornou is furrounded by a wall, in which there are four 
gates, opening E., W., N., and S. A fmall river runs near it, which;* 
falls into the Bahf-el-gazallc. 

Bergoo is faid to be fifteen days in extent from E. to W., and 
from N. to S. twenty days. — Baghermc, in the former diredion, 
twelve ; in the latter, fifteen days. — Baghermc has many troops, but 
Bergoo is ellimated the Ifrongeft. I'hc people of Bergoo are re- 
markable for their zealous attachment to the faith, and read the Koran 
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Some defeription of 'Bergoo. 

Within about a day’s journey of Wara are faid to be eight la.ge 
mountains, the inhabitants of each of which ufe a diftinft language. 
They are Mohammedans, tmd faid to be brave, furnifhing the arniics 
of the Sultan of Bergoo with recruits as often as required. Om. of 
the mountains, called Kergna, is fituated S. E. ; another W. v uch 
is inhabited by a people called Wullad Maze ^ Gebel Mimi N., 
Gebel Abltnfim E , Gebel Abdurrug E. 
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Other mountains of Bergoo are, Gebel Tama, N.« Gebel Kainimiri^, 
W., each of them two days flom Wara. Gebel Abu-hadic^ E. the 
iame diltance. 

Three days W. of Wara is the river called Bahr MiiTelad. 

Route from Wara to Cubcabea in Dar-Fur, and another route from the 
Iqft place back to Wara. 

From Wara to Abu fhareb - - 

From Abu-lhareb to the confines of F£lr 

From the confines to Emdoknc 

From Fmdokne to Dat Mifleladm - ‘ 

.From Miffcladin to Cubcabea " - - - 

From Cubcabea to Jelle . . - 

From Jelle to Jimmer - - 

The Sultan of Jimmer is fubje£t to Fur. — The people are Moham- 
medans. In the road is found water, and the foil is fand and 
rock. 

From Jimmer to Zeghawa - - • - 

Mountainous. 

The Sultan of Zeghawa is alfo dependent on Filr. 

From Zeghawa tb Tama ... 

From Tama to the confines - - - 

From the confines to Abu-fendu - - - 

From Abu-feri£in to Wara ... 
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A Route fometimes taken by the Merchants of Bergoo. 

From Wara to EmjOifCir 
From EmjGftir to Time Degeou 
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Another Route* 

From Wara to Jumbo 
From Jumbo to Doreng 
From Doreng to Dageou 
Sandy road — Mohammedans. 
iFrom Dageou to Kergnu 
From ivergna to Ghannim - . 

From Ghannim to Dreida - 

This road is snountainous^ foil fandy^ miny trees. 

The people Mohammedans, under the government of Bergoo. 
'From Dreida to Seneia 

From Beneia to Dongata - -v 

From t)ongata to Bendala 

Mountain. , • 

From Bendala to Berjid 

From BeVjid to Kibbeid - . * • 

Mountainous. 


w 

d 

.2 

'g 

> 


j 

* 

-c 

4.) 

la 

w. 

s.s. w. 


.3t 


3r 


From 



BRQWNI-.’S JOtmNlES IN THE INTERIOR Of AfRICA. 

From Kibbeid to Kaja^hfa 
From Kajachfz to Baid^n 
From BaiiiAn to Ain 
From Ain to Kuddano 
From Kuddano to Gizdn 
From Gizftn to Wara 

Another Route from Wara, and returning thithc'". 

From Wara to Middeisis 
From Middeisis to Beit-el-HabbAba 
From Beit-el-IIabbOiba to Truanie 
From Truanie to Gidid 
From Gidid to Kuddano 
From Kuddano to Wara 

Another Route. 

From Wara to Birket-el-Rumli - . . . W. S. W. 

From Birket-el-Rumli to Goze, or the funds • - N. 

From Goze to Dirota - - - - E. 

From Dirota to Butta - - - - E, 

From Butta to Wara - - - - ’ - E. 

Near Butta is a fmall river, of which my informer remembered not 
he name. — This road is full of a fpecies of tree, whofe leaves are 
leferibed as white, and which bears a fruit, which, however, is 
lot eaten, except by the camels, wf ioh are fond of it j it is called 
IJiliji Kulkul, forfan CaJJia tora Fors i 




Route from Cobbe to the Copper Mines ef Fertit. 

From Cobbe to Cufle 
From Cufle to Currio 
From Currio to Treiga 
Sandy road. 

From Treiga to Beit Melek Eide 
From Beit Melek Eide to Dar MiflelSd 
Rocky. 

From Dar Miflel&d to Dar Marra, 

. Caffres — From Dar Marra to Dsir Fungaro 

One day and a half mountain, the remainder forejl and clayey 

.From Dar Fungaro to Dar-el-abid-ef-Sultan-Fur 
From the latter to Dar-el-Nahis - ’ - 

Rocky road, earth uJhere vifible is red. 

The people wear a flight icovering over the parts of gencrat’'ii, 
in other refpedls are quite naked. * 

From Dar-el-Nahas to Bahr*Tailha - - * - 

From Bahr Taiflia to Bahr-el-abiad 
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Bcjjring, 

The former falls into the latter at a place called Tenderrt^ which 
is peopled by idolaters, calledi Cufni, This fpot is full of pf.lm trees, 
and another kind of tree, which by defcription would feem to be the 
cocoa. 

Here it is feen that the diftance between Cobbc and the copper 
mine is 23 ! days, direftion nearly S. and that a certain ftation on the 
Bahr-cl-abiad is 7^ days diftant from that place, direftion gene- 
rally E. 

Route from Dar Bergoo to the Sources of the Bahr-cl-abiad. 

From Abu Telf^n South, ten days journey, is faid to be the fource 
of the Bahr-el-abiad ; but the particulars of the route my informer 
was unable to give me, he not having travelled it. The place is called 
Donga, and is the refidence of a chief or king ofan idolatrous nation. 

The country there is very mountainous, and in the fpot where the 
river rifes are faid to be forty diftindl hills; thefe are called Kuniri. 

From them a great number of fprings i/Tue, which uniting into one 
great channel form the Bahr-el-abiad. The people of Bergoo go ' 
thither fometimes to feize captives, but there is no trade between 
them and the natives. The people are quite naked, black, and 
idolaters. 'J he plact is faid to be twenty days removed from the 
confines of Bornou. All the road thither is mountainous. From 
Donga to Shilluk 30 days. 
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TRAVELS 

IN the 

INTERIOR DISTRICTS OF AFRIQA. 

By Mungo Park.* 


CHAP. I. — The Author procveds to Wajftboo — is joined by feme fugitive Kaartans, whs 
accompany him in his Route through Bambarra. — Difcovers the Niger. — Some Account 
of Sego, the Capital of Bambarra. — Manfong., the King., refufes tofee the Author^ but 
fends him a prefent. — G7 eat HofpitaJity of a Negro IPoman. 

X^taWRA is a fmall town furrounclecl with high walls, and inhabited by a mixture 
of Mimdingoes and Foulahs. The inhabitants employ themfelves chiefly in cul- 
tivating corn, which they exchange with the Moors for fait. Here, being in fecurity 
from the Moors, and very much fatigued, 1 refolved to reft myfelf ; and meeting with 
a hearty welcome from the Dooty, whofe name w'as Flancharee, 1 laid myfelf down 
upon a bullock’s hide, and flept foundly for about two hv>urs.. The curiofity of the 
people would not allow me to fleep any longer. They had feen my faddle and bridle, 
and were allembled in great number to learn who 1 was, aiui whence I came. Some 
were of opinion that I was an Arab : others inlilied that 1 was fome Moorifh Sultan j 
and they continued to debate the matter with luch warmth, that the noife awoke me. 
The Dooty (who had formerly beet , Gambia) at lull intcrptrfed in my behalf, and 
alTured them that J was certainly a white man j but he was convinced, from my appear- 
ance, that I was a very poor one. 

In the courfe of the day, feveral w'oir.en, hearing that I was gi'ing to Sego, came 
and begged me to inquire of Manfoiig, the king, what was become of ihcir children. 
One woman, in particular, fold me that her foil’s name was Mamadet ; that he was 
no Heathen, but prayed to God morning and evening, and had Iveen taken from her 
about three years ago, by Manfong's at my ; fince which (he had never heard of him. 
She laid, file often dreamed about him ; and begged me, if I Ihouli) fee him^ either in 
Bambarra, or in my own country, to tell him, thai his mother and filter were ftill alive. 
In the afternoon, the Dooty examined the contents of the leather l)..g, in which 1 had 
packed up mv clothes ; but finding nothing that was worth taking, he returned i^, and 
told me to depart in the morning. 

July 6th. It rained veiy much in the night, and at daylight T departed, in company 
with a Negio, who was going to a tow'n called Dmgyee for corn : but we had not pro; 
ceeded above a mile, before ihe afs upi u which he rode kicked him ofl', and he re- 
turned, leaving me to profecute the journey by myfelf. • 

I reached Dingyee abou^ noon; but the Dooty and moft of the inhabitants had gone 
into the fields to cultivate corn. An old Foulah, obferving me wanderidg about the 
town, delired me to come to his hut, where I w a^ well enter; ned ; and the Dooty, 
when he rcturne'd, fent me fome vittuals for myfelf, and corn tor my horfe. 
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" July 7 th. ^ the morning, when I was about Jo depart# ijiy landlord, with a great 
deal of diffidence, begged me to giye him a lock of my hair, fit had been told, he 
faid, that white men’s hair made a faphic, that would give t(f the poffcffor all the know- 
ledge of white men. I had never before heard of fo fimple a mode of education, but 
inftantly complied with the requeft; and my landlord's third for learning was 
fuch, that, wkh cutting and pulling, he cropped one fide of my head pretty clofely; 
and would have done the fame with the other, had I not fignified my difapprobation 
by purring on my hat, and affuring him, that 1 wiffied to rcferve fome of this precious 
merchandize for a future occafion. 

I reached a fmall town called Waffiboo, about twelve o'clock, where I was obliged 
to flop until an opportunity fliould offer of procuring a g^uide to Satile, which is diftant 
a very long day’s journey, through woods without an) beaten path. 1 accordingly 
took up my refidence at theDooty's houfe, where I ftaid four days; during which time 
I amufed myfelf by going to the fields with the family to plant com. Cultivation is 
carried on here on a very extenfive fcale ; and, as the natives themfelves exprefs it, 

hunger is never known.'’ In cultivating the foil, the men and women work together. 
They ufe a large lharp hoe, much fuperior to that ufed in Gambia : but they are 
obliged, for fear of the Moors, to carry their arms with them to the field. ^ Ihe rnafter, 
with the handle of his fpear, marks the field into regular plats, one of which is afligiied 
to every three flaves. 

On the evening of the nth, eight of the fugitive Kaartans arrived at Wafliboo. 
They had found it irrtpoflible to live under the tyrannical government of the Moors, 
and were now going to transfer their allegiance to the ]^ng of Bambarra. 1 hey 
offered to take me along with them as far as Satile ; and 1 accepted the offer. 

July 1 2 th. At daybreak we fet out, and travelled with uncommon expedition until 
funfet : we ftopped only twice in the courfe of the day ; once at a watering-place in the 
woods, and another time at the ruins of a town, formerly belonging to Daify, called 
Illa-Contpe (the corn town). < When we arrived in the neighbourhood of Satile, the 
people who were employed in the corn fields, feeing fo many horfemen took us for a 
parry of Moors, and ran fereaming away from us. The whole town was inftantly 
alarmed, and the flaves were feen, in every direftion, driving the cattle and horlcs to- 
wards the town. It was in vain that one of our company galloped up to undeceive them : 
it only frightened them the more ; and when we arrived at the town, we found the gates 
(hut, and the people all under arms. After a long parley we were permitted to enter ; 
and as there was ev'^erv appearance of a heavy tornado, the Dooty allowed us to fleep in his 
baloon, and gave us each a bullock’s hide for a bed. 

July i 3 rh. Early in the miming we RgRin fet forv/ard. The roads were wet and 
flippcl'y, but the country was very beautiful, abounding with rivulets, which were 
increafed by the rain into rapid ft 1 earns. About $en o'clock we came to the ruins of 
a village, which had been deftroyed by war about fix months before : and in order to 
prevent any town from being budt there in future, the large Bentang tree, under which 
the natives fpent the day, had been burnt down ; the wells filled up ; and every thing 
that could make the fpot defirable, completely deftroyed.^ 

About noon, my horfe was fo much fatigued that 1 could not keep up with my 
companions ; I therefore difmounted, and defired them to ride on, telling them, that 
I would follow as foon as my horfd had refted a little. But I round them unwilling 
‘ to leave me ; the lions, they faid, were very numeroue in thofe parts, and though they 
' might not fo readily attack a body of people, they would foon find out an indivmual ; 
i^was therefoie agreed, that one of the company (hould ftay with me, to affilt in ^ 



park’s travels in AFRICA. 


S41 

diiving my horfe, while the others paffed on to GalloOy to procure lodcings, and col- 
left grafs for the horfes before night. Accompanied by this worthy Negro, I drove* 
my horfe before me until about four o’clock, wh^ we in fight of G dlqo, a con- 
fiderable town, ftandingin^a fertile and beautiful valley, ihrrounded with hij n rocks. 

As my companions had thoughts of fettling in this neighbourhood, they had a fine 
Iheep given them by the Dooty ; and 1 was fortunate enough to procure plenty of com 
for my horfe. Here they blow upon elephants teeth when they announce evening 
prayers, in the fame manner as at Kcinmoo. 

Early next morning (July X4th'), having firft returned many thanks to our landlord 
for his hofpitality, while niy fellow-travellers offered .p their prayers that he might 
never want, we fet forward ; and about three o’clock arrived at Moorja j a large rown, 
famous for its trade in fait, which the Moors bring here in great qaantt ies, to ex- 
change for com and cotton cfoth. As mofl of the people here are Mahomedans, it is 
not allowed to the Kafirs to drink beer, which they call Net-dollo ( corn fpirit,) except 
in certain houfes. In one of thefe I faw about twenty people fitting Tound large vef- 
fels of this beer, with the greatt fl conviviality ; many of them in a ftate of intoxication, 
^s corn is plentiful, the inhabitants are very liberal to ftrangers j I believe we had as 
much com and milk lent us by different people, as would have been fufficient for 
three rimes our number ; and though we remained here two days, we experienced no 
diminution of their hofpitality. 

On the morning of the 16th, we again fet forward, accompanied by a colHe of 
fourfeen aflch loaded with fait, bound for Sanfanding. 'I’he road Was particularly ro- 
mantic, between two ivicky hills ; but the Moors fometiraes lie in wait here to plunder 
ftrangers. As fbon as we had reached the open country, the mafter of the fait coffle 
thanked us for having ftaid with him fo long, aifd now defired us to ride on. The 
fun was almoft fer b.'f(jrc we reached Datliboo. In the evening we had a moft tre- 
mendous tornado. I he hoiife in which we lodged, being flat-roofed, admitted the rain 
in ftreams , the fltior was foot; ankit deep, the fire extinguifhed, and we were left to 
pafs t' e night upon fomo l.ii. idles i-f fire-wood, that happened to lie in a comer. 

July lytb. We departed from latliboo ; and about ten o’clock paffed a large coffle 
returning from Sego, with corn hoes, mats, and other houfehold utenfils. At five 
o’cl- ' k we came to a lur e village, uhcre we intended to pafs the night, but the 
Dooty woiild not receive us. When we departed from this place, my horfe was fo 
much fatigued that 1 was u.i er the necefli?y of driving him, and it was dark before 
we reached Fanimboo, a Imidl village ; the Dooty of which no fooner heard that I 
was a white ma •, than he brought out three old mufkets, and was much difappointed 
when he- was mkl that 1 cmild not repair them. 

July 1 8th. We continue.l our journey; but, owing to a light fupper the preceding 
night, we felt ourfelves rather hungry this morning, and endeavoured to procuA lome 
corn at a village; but without fuccefs. 'Ihc towns were now more numerous, and 
the land that is not employed in cultivation afl'ords excellent pafturage for large 
herds of cattle ; but owing to the gieai c.mcourfe of people daily going to and Jfe- 
turning from Sego, the inhabitants arc kiis hofpitable to ftrangers. ^ 

My horfe becoming weaker and weaker evey day, was now of very little fervice to 
me; I was obliged to dfive him before me for the greater par* of the. day ; and did 
not reach Geoforro until eight o’clock in the evening. I found » .y companions wrang- 
ling with the Dooty, who had abfolutely rcfuletl* to give or i , them any provifions ; 
and as none of us had tafted viftuals for the laft twenty .four “hours, we were by no 
means difpofed to faff another day, if we could help it. But finding our ertrtatieS 
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without effefl:, and being very much fatigued, I fell afleep, from which I was awakened, 
'about midnight, with the jtiyful information “ Kinn^naia** (m^viftuals is come). This 
made the, remainder of the nigljit pafs away pleafantly ; and at day -break, July 19th, we 
refumed our journey, propofing to ftop at a village called D//olinkeaboo, for the night 
following. My fellow-travellers, having better horfes than myfelf, f ;on left me, and I 
was walking barefoot, driving my horfe, when I was met by a coffle of flaves, about 
feventy in number, coming from Sego. I'hey were tied together by their necks with 
thongs of a bullock’s hide, twilled like a rope, feven flaves upon a thong, and a man 
with a mulket between every feven. Many of the flaves were ill-conditioned, and a 
great number of them women. In the rear came 3 idi Mahomed’s fcrvant, whom I re- 
membered to have feen at the camp of lienowm : he prefently knew me, and told 
me that thefe flaves were going to Morocco, by the way ot Ludamar, and the Great 
Defert. 

In the afternoon, as I approached Dooli’tkeaboo, T met about twenty Moors on horfe- 
back, the owners of the flaves 1 had feen in the morning ; riicy were well armed with 
mufkets, and were very inquifitive conceniing me. but nor fo rude as their countrymen 
generally are. From them I learned that Sidi Mahomed was not at Sego, but had 
gone tci Kancaba for gold dull. 

When 1 arrived at Doolinkeaboo, I was informed that my fellow-travellers had gone 
on; but my horfe was fo much fatigued that 1 could not pollibly proceed after them. 
The Dooty of the town, at my requelf, gave me a draught of water, which is generally 
looked upon as an earned of greater hofpitality ; and I had no doubt of making up 
for the toils of the day, by a good fupper and a fouiul fleep : unfortunately, I had 
neither, one nor the other. The night was rainy and tempeftuous, and the Dooty 
limited his hofpitality to the draught of wafer. 

July 20th. In the morning, I endeavoured, both by entreaties and threats, to pro- 
cure feme vidluals from the Dooty, but in vain. I even begged fotne corn from one 
of his female flaves, as fhe was wafhing it at the well, and had the mortification to 
be refufed. However, when the Dooty was gone to the fields, his wife fent me a 
handful of meal, which I mixed with water, and drank for breakfaft. About eight 
o’clock, I departed from Doolinkeaboo, and at noon flopped a few minutes at a large 
Korree ; where I had fome milk given me by the Foulahs. And liearing that two 
Negroes were going from thence to Sego, I was happy to have their company, and we 
fet out immediately. About four o'clock w'e flopped at a fmall village, where one of 
the Negroes met with an acquaintance, who invited us to a fort of public entertainment, 
which was conduced with more than common propriety. A difh made of four milk and 
meal, called Sinkatoo, and beer made from their corn, was diflribuled with great 
liberality ; and the women were admitted into the fociety ; a circumflance I had never 
before • obferv^ed in Africa. There was no compulfion ; every one v. as at liberty to 
drink as he pleafed : they nodded to each other when about to drink, and on letting 
down the calabafli, commonly faid berka, (thank you). Both men and women appeared 
to be fomewhat intoxicated, but they were far from being quarrelfome. 

Departing from thence we paflTed feveral' large villages, where I was conflantly taken 
for a IVloor, and becanie the fubjeft of much merriment to the Bambarrans ; who, 
feeing me drive my horfe before me, laughed heartily at my a^ipearance. — He has been 
at Mecca, fays one ; you may fee that by his clothes ; another afked me if my horfe 
was lick ; a third wifhed to purchafe it, &c. ; fo that I believe the very flaves were 
afhamed to be feen in n\y company. Juft before it was dark, we took up our lodging 
for the night at a fmall village, where I procured fome victuals for . myfelf and fome 
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com for my horfe, at the |Qoderate price of a button ; and was told that I (liould fee 
the Niger fwhich the Ne^oes call Joliba or the great water), early the next day. The 
Hons are here very numerous; the gates are Ihut a lit lie after funfet, ard nobody 
allowed to go out. The thoughts of feeing the Niger In the morning, and the trouble- 
fome buzzing of mufketoes, prevented me from fliutting my eyes during the night ; 
and I had faddled my horfe and was in readinefs before daylight ; but, on account of 
the wild hearts, we were obliged to wait until the people were rtirring, and the gates 
opened. This happened to be a market-day at Sego, and the roads were every where 
filled with people carrying different articles to fell. We ^-affed four large villages, and 
at eight o’clock faw the fmoke over Sego. 

As we approached the town, I was fortunate enough to overtake the fug^ive Kaar- 
tans, to Whofe kindnefs I had l^en fo much indebted in my journey through Barabarra. 
They readily agreed to introduce me to the king ; and we rode togetlier through fome 
marfhy ground, where, as I was anxioufly looking around for the river, one of them 
called out, geo ajfilli (fee the water) •, and looking forwards, I faw with infinite plea- 
fure the great object of my miffion ; the long-fought -for majertic Niger, glittering to 
, the morning fun, as broad as the Thames at Weftniinrter, and flowing llowly to the 
cafiward. 1 haftened to the brink, and having drank of the water, lifted up ray fer- 
vent thanks in prayer, to the Great Ruler of all things, for having thus far crowned 
my endeavours with fuccefs. 

The circumftance of the Niger’s flowing towards the eaft, and its collateral points, 
did not, however, excite iny furprife ; for although I had left lijarope in great hefita- 
tion on this fubjed, and rather believed that it ran in the contrary dirediun, 1 had made 
fuch frequent inquiries during my progrefs, concerning this river, and received from 
Negroes of different nations fuch clear and decifive affurances that its general courfe 
was towards the riftngfun, as fcarce left any doubt on my mind } and more efpecially 
as I knew that Major Houghton hu^ colleded fimilar information, in the fame 
manner. 

Sego, the capital of Bambarra, at which I had now arrived, conliits, properly fpeak- 
ing, of four diltind towns ; two on the northern bank of the Niger, called oego Korro, 
and Sego Boo ; and two on the fouthern bank called Sego Soo Korro, and Sego See 
Korro. They are all furrounded with high mud walls ; the houfes are built of clay, of 
a fquare form, with flat roofs ; fome of them have two ftories, and many of them are 
white-wartied. Befides thefe buildings, Moorifh mofques are feen in every quarter ; 
and the ftreets, though narrow, are broad enough for every ufeful purpofe, in a coun- 
try where wheel carriages are entirely unknown. From the beft inquiries I could make, 
1 have reafon to believe that Sego contains altogether about thirty thouland inhabitants. 
The King of Bambarra conftantly refides at Sego See Korro j he entploys a great many 
flaves in conveying people over' the river, and the money they receive (though the fare 
is only ten kowrie Ihells for each individual) furnilhes a confiderable revenue to the 
king, in the courfe of a year. The canoes are of a Angular conftrudion, each df then\ 
being formed of the trunks of two large trees, rendered concave, and joined together, 
not fide by fide, but end ways; the jundion being exaftly aoiofs the middle bf the 
canoe : they are therefore.very long and difproportionably narrow, and have neither 
decks nor marts ; they arc, however very roomy ; for I oblerved in one of them four 
horfes, andfeveral people crbffmg over the Aver. .When wear- ved at this ferry, with 
a view to pafs over to that part of the town in which the king reltdes, we found a great 
number waiting for a paffage ; they looked at me with filent wonder, and I diftmg/.ilhcd 
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* with coneern, many Moors among them. There were thret different places of embark- 
ation, apd the ferrymen were very ^iligent and expeditious ; but, from the crowd of 
people, I could not immediately obtain a p^ffage ; and fat ^^own upon the bank of the 
river, to want for a more favourable opportunity. The view of this extenlive city ; the 
numerous canoes upon the river ; the crowded population and the cultivated ftate of the 
furrounding country, formed altogether a profpedt of civilization and magnificence 
which I little expefted to find in the bofom of Africa. 

I waited more than two hours without having an opportunity of crofling the 
river ; during which time the people who had croffed, carried information to 
Manfong the king, that a white man was waiting for a paffage and was coming 
to fee him. He immediately fent over one of his chief men, who informed me 
that the king could not poflibly fee me until he knew what had brought me into 
his country ; and that I mull not prefurae to crofs the river without the king’s 
permiflion. He therefore advifed me to lodge at a diftant village, to which he 
pointed, for the night ; and faid that in the morning he would give me further 
inftruftions how to conduft myfelf. This was very difcouragirig. However, as there 
was no remedy, I fet off for the village ; where I found, to my great mortification, 
that no perfon would admit me into his houfe. I was regarded with aftonilhment and 
fear, and was obliged to fit all day without viftuals, in the lhade of a tree ; and the 
night threatened to be very uncomfortable, for the wind rofe, and there w'as great ap- 
pearance of a heavy rain ; and the wild beads are fo very numerous in the neighbour- 
hood that I ffiould ha«re been under the neceflity of climbing up the tree, and reding 
among the branches. About funfet, however, as 1 w’as preparing to pafs the night 
in this manner, and had turned my horfe loofe, that he might graze at liberty, a 
woman returning from the labours of the field, dopped to obferve me, and perceiving 
that I was weary and dejeded, inquired into my fituation, which I briefly explained to 
her : whereupon, with looks of great compaflion, flic took up my faddlc and bridle, 
and told me to follow her. Having condufted me into her hut, die lighted up a 
lamp, fpre^ a mat on the floor, and told me I might remain there Ibr the night. 
Finding that I was very hungry, Ihe faid flie would procure me fomething to cat. 
She accordingly went out, and returned in a fliort time with a very fine filh ; which 
having caufed to be half broiled upon fome embert, flie gave me for fupper. 'I’he riles 
of hofpitality being thus performed towards a ftranger in diftrefs, my worthy benefac- 
trefs (pointing to the mat, and telling me 1 might flcep there without apprehenfion) 
called to the female part of her family, who had ftood gazing on me all the while in 
fixed aftonilhment, to refume their talk ol fpinning cotton ; in which they continued 
to employ themfelves great part of the night. They lightened their labour by fongs, 
one 6f which was compofed extempore ; for 1 was myfelfthefubjeft ®f it. It wasfung 
by one of the young women, the reft joining in a fort of chorus. The air was Iweet 
and plaintive, and the words, literally tranflated were thefe. — “ The wi«ds roared, and 
*“ the rains fell. — 'I'he poor white man, feint and weary, came and fat under our tree. 
■— he,has no mother to bring him milk ; no wife to grind his corn. — Chorus^ Let us 
“ pity the white man*; no mother has he, &c. &c.” — Trifling - as this recital may 
appear to thfi reader, to a perfon in my fituation, the circumftancc was affeding in the 
hlgheft degree. I was oppreffed by fuch ^unexpefted kiqdnefs ; and lleep fled from 
my eyes. In the morning I prefented my compaffionate landlady with two of the four 
brafs buttons which Remained on my waiftcoat : the only recompenfe I could make 
her. 
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July 2 1 ft. I continued ia the village all this day, in converfation with tha natives, ‘ 
■who came in crowds to fee me ; but was rather uneafy towards evening, to find that 
no meffage had arrived fron^ the king, the more fo, as the }>eople began to « fifper that 
Manfong had received fome‘ Very unfavourable accounts of me, from the Moors and 
Slatees refiding at Sego ; who it feems were exceedingly fufpicious concerning the 
motives of my journey. I learnt that many confultations had been held \^ith the Idng, 
concerning my reception and difpofal : and fome of the villagers frankly told me, that 
I had many enemies, and muft expedl no favour. 

. July 22d. About eleven o’clock, a meffengcr arrive-! from the king ; but he gave 
me very little fatisfaftion. He inquired particularly if I had brought any pre^’-nt ; 
and feemed much difappointed when he was told that I had been robbec^ of e ery thing 
by the Moors. When I propeffed to go along with him, he told me to flop until the 
afternoon, when the king would fend for me. 

July 33. In the afternoon another mefl'enger arrived from Manfong, with a bag 
in his hands. He told me it was the king’s pleafure that I fhould depart forthwith 
from the vicinage of Sego : but that Manfong, wifliing to relieve a white man in diftrefs, 
had fent me five thoufand kowries,* to enable me to purchafe provifions in the courfe 
of my journey ; the mefl'enger added, that if my intentions were really to proceed to 
Jenne, he had orders to accompany me as a guide to Sanfanding. I was, at firft, 
puzzled to account for this behaviour of the king ; but from the converfation I had 
with the guide, 1 had afterwards reafon to believe that Manfong would willingly have 
admitted me into his prefence at Sego ; but was apprehenfive he might not be able to 
proted: me againfl: the blind and inveterate malice of the Moorifh inhabitants. ,His 
condud, therefore, was at once prudent and liberal. The circumflances under which 
I made my appearance at Sego, were undoubtedly fuch as might create in the mind of 
the king, a w'elU warranted fufpicion that I wifhed to conceal the true objed of my 
journey. He argued, probably, as my guide argued : who, when he was told, that 1 
had come from a great diftance, and through many dangers, to behold the Joliba river, 
naturally inquired, if there wore no rivers in my own country, and whether one river 
was not like another. Notwithftanding this, and in fpite of the jealous machinations 
of the Moors, this benevolent prince thought it fuflicient, that a white man was found 
in his dominions, in a conditiem of extrv,me wrelchedncfs, and that no other plea was 
necefl'ary to entitle the fufferer to his bounty. 

CtlAP. W.— ‘Departure from Sc^Oy and Arrival at Kahha.-^-Dcfnipli'jn of the Shea 
or vegetable Butter Tree. — The Author and his Guide arrive at Sanfanding . — 
Behaviour of the Moors at that Place. — The Author purfues his Journey to the 
Eajlward. — Incidents on the Road.—^Arrives at Modihooy and proceeds fgr Kca ; 
but obliged to leave his IJorfe by the Way. — Embarks at Kca in a Ftfisermans Canoe 
for Moorzan ; is conveyed from thence achfs the Niger to Silla. — Determines to 
proceed no further Eajlward. — Some Account of the further Courfe of the Niger, and 
the Towns in its Vicinage, towards the Eafl. 

BEING, in the manner tbat has been related, compelled to leave Sego, I was 
conduced the fame evening *to a village about feven miles to the caii ward, with fome 

,» 

♦ Mention has already been made of tlicfc little /hells, Vhicli pafs ci ^ent as money in many 
parts of the Eaft Indies as well as Africa, In Bambarra, and the adjacent coifhtries, where the iieccf* 
faries of life are very cheap, one hundred of them would commonly purchafe a day’s provirions for ir yfcL'. 
and corn for my horfe, 1 reckoned about two hundred and fifty kowries equal to one fliiilingr, 
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of the inhabitants of which my -guide was acquainted, and by whom we were well 
received.* He was very friendly ,and communicative, and fpoke highly of the hof- 
pitality of his countrymen;* but withal tqld'me, that if Jenn6 was the place of my 
deftination, which he feemed to have hitherto doubted, *I had undertaken an enter- 
prize of greater danger than probably I was apprized of : for, although the tovra of 
Jenne w as, nominally, a part of the King of Bambarra’s dominions, it was in faft, he 
faid, a city of the Moors; the leading part of the inhabitants bring Bulhreens, and 
even the governor himfelf, though appointed by Manfong, of the fame fedl. Thus 
was I in danger of falling a fecond time into the hands of men who would confider it* ' 
jiot only juftifiable, but meritorious, to deftroy me : and this refledion was aggravated 
by the circumliance that the danger increafed, as I advanced in my journey ; for I 
learned that the places beyond Jenne were under the Mooriih influence, in a (Ull 
greater degree than Jenne itfelf; and Tombudloo, the great objed of my fearch, 
altogether in poffeflion of that favage and mercilefs people, who allow no Chriftian to 
live there. But I had now advanced too far to think of returning to the weftward, on 
fuch vague and uncertain information, and determined to proceed ; and being accom- 
panied by the guide, I departed from the village on the morning of the 24th. About 
eight o’clock, we pafled a large town called Kabba, fituated in the midft of a beautiful 
and highly cultivated country ; bearing a greater refemblance to the* centre of England, 
than to what I fhould have fuppofed had been the middle of Africa. The people were 
every where employed in colleding the fruit of the Shea trees, from which they pre- 
pare vegetable butter. — Thefe trees grow in great abundance all over this part of 
Bambarra. They are not planted by the natives, but are found growing naturally 
in the woods ; and in clearing wood land for cultivation, every tree is cut down but 
the Shea. The tree itfelf very much refembles the American oak ; and the fruit, 
from the kernel of which, being firft dried in the fun, the butter is prepared, by 
boiling the kernel in water, has fomewhat the appearance of a Spanifli olive. The 
kernel is enveloped in a fweet pulp, under a thin green rind ; and the butter 
produced from it, befides the advantage of its keeping the whole year without fait, 
IS whiter, firmer, and, to ray palate, of a richer flavour than the beft butter I ever 
tafted made from c )w’s milk. The growth and preparation of this commodity, feem 
to be among the firft obJeQs of African induftry in this and the neighbouring ftates ; 
and it couftitutes a main article of their inland commerce. 

We pafled, in the courfc of the day, a great many villages, inhabited chiefly .by 
fiflierinen ; and in the evening about five o’clock arrived at Sanfanding ; a very large 
town, containing, as I was told, from eight to ten thoufand inhabitants. This place 
is much reforted to by the Moors, who bring fait from Beeroo, and beads and coral 
from the Mediterranean, to exchange here for gold dull, and cotton cloth. This cloth 
they fell to great advantage in Beeroo, and other Moorifli countries, where, on account 
of the want of rain, no cotton is cultiva!ted. 

I defired my guide to conduft me to the houfe in which we were to lodge, by 
the^moft private way poflible. We accordingly rode along between the town and the 
river, paffing by a cleek or harbour, in which I obferved twenty large canoes, moft of 
them fully loaded, and covered with mats, to prevent the'rain from injuring the goods. 

As we proceeded, three other canoes arrived, two with paflengers, and one with goods. 

#/ 

♦ I ftiould have bcfoi^i obferved, that I found the langua^ of Bambarra, a fort of corrupted Mandingo. 
After a Utile piadice, I underftood, and fpoke it without difficulty. 

% I was 
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I was happy to find that all the Negro inhabitants took me for a Moor ; under whicji 
charadfer I (hould probably havepafifed unmolefted, had not a Moor, who w4s fitting by 
the river fide,' difcovered the mifiake, and fettt’ng uy a loud exclama’Ion, brought 
together a number of hicKipountrymcn. 

"When I arrived at the houfe of Counti Mamadi, the Dooty of the town, I was fur- 
rounded with hundreds of people, fpeaking a var'ety of different dialeds, all equally 
uniiiteUigiblc to me. At length, by the affiftance of my guide, who adted as in- 
terpreter, I underftood that one of the fpeftators pretended to have feen me at one 
place, and another at fome other place ; and a Moor-fii woman ablblufely fwore that 
ihe had kept my houfe three years at Gallam 01 tlk river Senegal. It was plain that 
they iniftook me for fome other perfon j and I defired two of the moff confident, to 
point towards, the place where they had feen me. They pointed due fouth ; htnce I 
think it probable that they came from Cape Coaft, where they miglit have feen many 
white men. Their language was different from any I had yet heard. The Moors now 
aflembled in great numbers ; with their ufual arrogance, compelling the Negroes to 
Hand at a diftance. They immediately began to queftion me concerning my religion ; 
but finding that I was not mafler of the Arabic, they fent for two men, whom they 
call Ilbuidi (Jews'), in hopes that they might be able to converfe with me. Thefe 
Jews, in drels*and apjaearance, very much refemble the Arabs ; but though they fo 
lar conform to the religion of Mahomet, as to recite, in public, prayers from the Koran, 
they are but little refpedfed by the Negroes ; and even the Moors themfelves allowed, 
that though 1 was a Chriftian, I was a better man than a Jew. They, however, in- 
filled, that, like the Jews, I muft conform fo far as to repeat the Mahomedan prayers ; 
and when I attempted to wave the fubjeft, by telling them that I could not (peak 
Arabic, one of them, a Shereef from Tuat, in the Great Defert, ftarted up and fwore 
by the Prophet, that if I refufed to go to the mofque, he would be one that would 
afllft in carrying me thither. An.’ there is no doubt but this threat would have been 
immediately executed, had not my landlord interpofed in my behalf. He told them, * 
that I was the king’s ftranger, and he could not fee me ill tie itcd, whilft I was under 
his protection. Pie therefore advifed them to let me alone for the night ; affuring 
them, that, in the morning I fhould be fent about my bufmefs. This fomewhat appeafed 
their clamour ; but they compelled me to afeend a high feat, by the door of the mofque, 
in order that every body might fee me ; for the people had affembled in fuch nunsbers 
as to be quite ungovernable ; climbing upon the houfes, and fqueezing each other, 
like the fpeflators at an execution. Upon this leat 1 remained until funfet, when I 
was conducted into a neat little hut, with a fmall court before it ; the door of which 
Counti Mamadi fhut, to prevent any perfon from difturbing me. But this precaution 
could not exclude the Moors. They climbed over the top of the mud wall, and came 
in crowds into the court, in order, they faid, to fee me perform my evening* devotions, 
and eat eggs. The former of thefe ceremonies, I did not think proper to comply with ; 
but I told them I had no objeftion to eat eggs, provided they would bring me eggs, 
to eat. My landlord immediately brought me feven hen’s eggs, and was much fur- 
prifed to find that 1 could not eat them raw ; for it feems ' o be a prevalent opinion 
among the inhabitant* of the interior, that Europeans fubfift almoft entirely on this 
diet. When I had fucceeded, inperfuading my landlcrd that this opinion was without 
foundation, and that 1’ would gladly partaljc of any lals which he might think 
proper to fend mej he ordered a fheep to be killed, and part of it to be dreffed for 
my fupper. About midnight, when the IVfoors had left me, he paid me a vifit, ‘and 
with much earneftnefs defired me to write him a faphie. “ If a Moor’s faphie is good, 
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this hofpitable old man), a white man's muft needs be better.” I readily fur- 
nifhed him* with one, poflefled of all the virtues I could concentrate ; for it contained 
the Lord’s prayer. The pen with which it was written was made of a reed ; a little 
charcoal and gum-^vater made very tolerable ink, and a thii/ board anfwered the pur- 
pofe 6f paper. • 

July 25th. Early in the morning, before the Moors were affembled, I departed 
from Sanfanding;, and flept the enfuing night at a fmall town call Sibili ; from whince, 
on the day following, I reached Nyara, a large town at fome diftance from the river, 
where I halted the 27th, to have my clothes wafhed, and recruit my horfe. The Booty 
there has a very commodious houfe, flat roofed, and two ftories high. He fliewed 
me fome gunpowder of his own manufafturing ; and pointed out as a great curiofity 
a little brown monkey, that was tied to a flake by the door, telling me that it came 
from a far diflant country, called Kong. 

July 28th. I departed from Nyara, and reached Nyamee about noon. This town 
is inhabited chiefly by Foulahs, from the kingdom of Mafma. The Booty (I know 
not why) would not receive me, but civilly fent his fon on horfeback, to condudt me 
to Modiboo ; which, he affured me, was at no great diflance. 

We rode nearly in a direft line through the woods •, but in general went forwards 
with great circumfpeftion. I obferved that my guide frequently flopped, and looked 
under the bufttes. On inquiring the reafon of this caution, he told me that lions 
were very numerous in that part of the country, and frequently attacked people tra* 
veiling through the woo^s. While he was Ipeaking, my horfe darted, and looking 
round, I obferved a large animal of the camelopard kind, ftanding at a little diftance. 
I'he nedk and fore legs were very long ; the head was lurniflied with two fliort black 
horns, turning backwards ; the tail, which reached down to the ham joint, had a 
tuft of hair at the end. The animal was of a inoufe colour ; and it trotted away from 
us in a very fluggifli manner ; moving its head from fide to fide, to fee if we w'ere 
purfuing it. Shortly after this, as we w'ere crofting a large open plain, where there 
were a few flattered bufties, my guide, who was a little way liefore me, wheeled his 
horfe round in a moment, calling out fomething in the Foulah language, which I did 
not underfland. I inquired in Mandingo what he meant ; JVaru'hilli billi, a very large 
lion, faid he j and made figns for me to ride away. But my horfe was too much 
fatigued ; fo we rode flowly part the bulb, from which the animal had given us the 
alarm. Not feeing any thing myfelf, however, J thought my guide had been miflaken, 
when the Foulah fuddenly put his hand to his mouth, exclaiming, Soubah an alluhi 
(God preferve us !) and to my great furprife 1 then perceived a large red lion, at a 
fliort diftance from the bufh, w ith his head couched between his fore paws. I cxpctled 
he would inftantly fpring upon me, and inftincfively pulled my feet from my liirrups 
to throw myfeif on the ground, that my horfe might become the viftim, rather than 
myfelf. But it is probable the lion was not hungry ; for he quietly fulFered us to 
pals, though we were fairly within his reach. My eyes were fo rivet ted upon this 
lovereign of the beafts, that I found it impoffible to remove them, until we were at 
a confiderable diftance. •We now took a circuitous route, through fome fwampy 
ground, to avoid any more of thefe difagreeablc rencountel-s.» At I'unfet we arrived 
at Modiboo, a delightful village on the banks of the Niger, commanding a view of 
the ri’/er for many miles, both to the. eaft and weft. The* fmall green iflands (the 
peaceful retreat of fome induftrious Foulahs, whofe cattlf are here fleure from the 
depredations of wild beafts,) and the inajeftic breadth of the river, which is here much 
larger than at Sego, render the fltuation one of the moft enchanting in the world. 

Here 
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Here arc caught great plenty of fifli, by means of long cotton nets, which the natives 
make themfelves, and ufe nearly in the fame manner as nets are ufed in Europe. I* 
obferved the head of a crocodile lying upon ono of th^ houfes, which they, told me 
had been killed by the ft-“pherds, in a fwamp near the town. Thefe atumals are not 
uncommon in the Niger j but I believe they are not oftentimes found dangerous. 
They are of little account to the traveller, when compared with the amazing 1 warms 
of mufquetoes, which dfe from the fwamps and creeks, in fuch numbers as to harafs 
even the moft torpid of the natives ; and as my clothes were now almoft worn to 
rags, I was but ill prepared to refift their attacks. I iifually paffed the night without 
ihutting my eyes, walking backwards and forwards, fr minj^ myfelf with my hat ; their 
ftings raifed numerous blifters on my legs and arms ; which, together with : want 
of reft, made me very feveyfli and uneafy. 

July 29 th. Early in the morning, my landlord obferving that I was fickly, hurried 
me away ; lending a fervant with me as a guide to Kea. But though 1 was little 
able to walk, my horfe was ftill lefs able to carry me ; and about fix miles to the call 
of Modiboo, in crofting Ibme rough clayey ground he fell ; and the united ftrength 
of the guide and myfelf, could not place him again upon his legs. I fat down for 
fome time befide this worn-out aflbeiate of my adventures ; but finding him ftill unable 
to rife, I look Qlf the faJdle and bridle, and placed a quantity of grafs before him. I 
furveyed the poor animal, as he lay panting on the ground, with fympathetic emotion ; 
for 1 could not fupprefs the fad apprehenfion that I Ihould myfelf, in a fhort time, lie 
down and perilh in the fame manner, of fatigue and hunger. With this foreboding 
1 left my poor horfe ; and widi great reludance followed m^ guide on foot, along 
the bank of the river, until about noon ; when we reached Kea, which 1 fosnd to 
be nothing more than a fmall filhing village. The Dooty, a furly old man, who was 
fitting by the gate, received me very coolly ; and when 1 informed him of my fituation, 
and begged his protection, told me with great indifterence, that he paid very little 
attention to fine fpeechos, and that 1 fltould not enter his houfe. My guide remon- 
ftrated in my favour, but to no purpofe ; for the Dooty remained inflexible in his 
determination. I knew not where to reft my wearied limbs, but was happily relieved 
by a filhing canoe, belonging to Silla, w'hich was at that moment coming down the 
river. 'Ehe Dooty waved to the fiftierman to come near, and defired him to take 
charge of me as far as Moorzan. The fiftierman, after fome hefitation, confented to 
cafl'y me ; and I embarked in the canoe, in company with the fiftierman, his wife, and 
a boy. 1 he Negro who had conducted me from Modiboo, now left me ; 1 requefted 
him to look to my horfe on his return, and take care of him if lie was ftill alive, 
which he promifed to do. 

Departing from Kea, we proceeded about a mile down the river, when the fiftier- 
maii paddled the canoe to the bank, and defired me to jump out. Having tffed the 
canoe to a ftake, he ftripped off his clothes, and dived for fuch a length of time, that 
1 thought he had ablually drowned himfelf, and was furprilcvl to fee his wife behave 
with lb much indiffei ciice upon the occafion ; but my fears were over when he raifed 
up his head aftern of the canoe, and called for a n)pe. vVith this rope he ^ived a 
fecond time, and then got into the canoe, and ordered the boy to aflift him in pulling. 
At length, they brought*up a large bafket, about ten feet in diameter, oontaining two 
fine fifh, which the fifherman (after returning the bafket into ;*;e water) immediattly 
carried afliore, and hid in the grafs. We then’ went a littk lurthtr down, and took 
up another Bafket, in which 'Cvas one fifh. The fiftierman nW left us, to cany his 
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prizes to fome neighbouring market ; and the woman and boy proceeded with me in 
the canoe, 'down the river. 

About. four o’clock we arrived at^Moorzan, a fifhing-town on the northern bank; 
from whence I twas conveyed acrf)fs the river to Silla, a Targ^ town ; where I remained 
until it was quite dark, under a tree, furrounded by hundreds of people. But their 
language was very dilferent from the other parts of Bambarra ; and I was informed 
that in my progrefs eaftward, the Bambarra tongue was but little underfl:('od, and thit 
when I reached Jennd, I Ihould find that the majority of the inhabitants fpoke a dif* 
ferent language, called Jcme Kummo^ by the Negroes ; and Kalam Soudan^ by the 
Moors. 

With a great deal of intreaty, the Dooty allowed me to come into his baloon, to 
avoid the rain ; but the place was very damp, and I had a fmart paroxyfm of fever 
during the night. Worn down by ficknefs, exhaufted with hunger and fatigue ; half 
naked, and without any article of value, by which I might procure provifious, clotiies, 
or lodging ; I began to fefleft ferioufly on my fitu-ition. I was now convinced by 
painful experience, that the obftacles to my further progrefs were infurmuuatable. 
'rhe tropical rains were already fet in with all their violence ; the rice grounds and 
fwamps were every where overflowed ; and in a few days more, travelling of every 
land, unlefs by water, would be completely obftrufted. The kowries which re- 
mained of the King of Bambarra’s prefent, were not fufficient to enable me to hire a 
canoe for any great diftance ; and I had but little hopes of fubfifting by charity, in a 
country where the Moors have fuch influence. But above all, 1 perceived that I was 
advancing more and hlore within the power of thofe mercilefs fanatics ; and from 
my reception both at Sego and Sanfanding, I was apprehenfive that, in attempting to 
reach even Jenne (unlefs under the protedion of fome man of confequence amongft 
them, which I had no means of obtaining), I fhould facrifice my life to no purpofe ; 
for my difeoveries would perifli with me. The profped either way was gloomy. In 
returning to the Gambia, a journey on foot of many hundred miles prefented itfelf 
to my contemplation, through regions and countries unknown. Ncverthelefs, this 
feemed to be the only alternative ; for I faw inevitable deftruction in attempting to 
proceed to the eaftward. With this convidion on my mind, I hope my readers will 
acknowledge, that I did right in going no farther. I had made every effort to exe- 
cute my uiifTion in its fulleft extent, which prudence could juftify. Had there been 
the moft diftani profpc d of a futcefsful termination, neither the unavoidable hardflfips 
of the journey, nor the dangers of a fecond captivity, fhould have forced me to defift. 
This, however, neceftity compelled me to do ; and whatever may be the opinion of 
my general readers on this point, it aff'ords me inexprelTible fatisfadion, that my 
honourable employers have been pleafed, lince my return, to exprefs their full appro- 
bation^ of ray condud. 

Having thus brought my mind, after much doubt and perplexity, to a deta:-. 
mination to return weftward ; I thought it incumbent on me, before I left Silla, to 
colled from the Morrifh and Negro traders, all the information I could, concerning 
the fui^her couife of jhe Niger eaftward, and the fiiuation and extent of the king- 
doms in its vicinage ; and the following few notices I .received from fuch various 
quarters, as hiduce me to think they are authentic. 

'Iwo fltort days journey to the eaftward of Silla, is the town of Jenne, which is 
fituated on a fmall iflaqd in the river ; and is faid to contain a greater nupiber of inha- 
bitants than Sego itfelf, or any other town in Bambarra. At the diftance of two days 
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more, the river fprcads into a confiderable lake, called Dibble (or the dark Iake)t 
concerning the extent of which, all the information I could obtain was, that in croffing 
it, from weft to eaft, the canoes lofc fight of land ontf whole day. Frc m this lake 
the water iffues in many li^ifterent ftrcams, which terminate in two large branches, one 
whereof flows towards the north-eaft, and the other to the eaft ; but thcfc branches 
join at Kabra, which is one day’s journey to the fouthward of Tombu^o, atid is the 
port or fliipping.place of that city. The tra£t of land which the two ftrcams encircle, 
is called Jinbala, and is inhabited by Negroes j and the whole diftance, by land, from 
Jenne to Torabuftoo, is twelve days’ journey. 

From Kabra, at the diftance of eleven days’ journey, down the ftream, ♦ht river 
pafles to the Ibuthward of lloufla, which is two days’ journey diftant from the river. 
Of tile further progrefs of rids great river, and its final exit, all the natives with 
Avhom I converfed, feemed to be entirely ignorant. ’I'heir commercial purfuits feldom 
induce them to travel further than the cities of Tombudtoo and Houfla ; and as the 
foie objefl of thofe joumies is the acquirement of wealth, they pay but little attention 
to the courfe of rivers, or the geography of countries. It is, however, highly probable 
that the Niger affords a fafe and eafy communication between very remote nations. 
All my informants agreed, that many of the Negro merchants who arrive at Tom- 
bu£loo and Houfla, from the eaftward, fpeak a different language from that of Qam* 
barra, or any other kingdom with which they are acquainted. But even thefe mer- 
chants, it would feem, are ignorant of the termination of the river, for fuch of them 
as can fpeak Arabic, deferibe the amazing length of its courfe ia very general terms ; 
faying only that they believe it runs io the world's end. , 

The names of many kingdoms to the eaftward of Houfla, are familiar to the 
inhabitants of Bambarra. I was fhewn quivers and arrows of very curious workman- 
fhip, which I was informed came from the kingdom of Kaffina. 

On the northern bank of the Nigi ■•, at a fhort diftance from Silla, is the kingdom 
of Mafina, which is inhabited by Foulahs. They employ themfelves there, as in other 
places, chiefly in pafturage, and pay an annual tribute to the King ot Bambarra, for 
the lands which they occupy. 

To the north-eaft of Mafina, is fituated the kingdom of Tombuftoo, the great objed 
of European refearch : the capital of this kingdom being one of the principal marts 
for that extenfive commerce which the Moors carry on with the Negroes. The 
hopes of acquiring wealth in this purfuit, and zeal for propagating their religion, 
have filled this extenfive city with Moors and Mahomedan converts : the King himfelf, 
and all the chief officers of ftate are Moors j and they are faid to be more fevere and 
intolerant in their principles than any other of the Moori/h tribes in this part of Africa. 

I was informed by a venerable old Negro, that when he firft vifited Tombudoc^ he 
took up his lodging at a fort of public inn, the landlord of which, when he conducted 
.him into his hut, fpread a mat on the floor, and laid a rope upon it; faying, “ If 
“ you are a Muffiulman you are my friend, fit down ; but if you are a Kafir, you are . 
“ my flave, and with this rope I will lead you to market.” The prefent King of 
Tombudoo is named Abu Abrahima ; he is reported to poflefs li imenfe riches. His 
wives and concubines are fa, id fo be clothed in filk, and the chief officers qf ftate live 
in confiderable fplendour. The whole expence of his govemm at it defrayed, as 1 was 
told, by a tax upon merchandize, which is collcded at the gates >f the city. 

The city of Houfla (the capita) of a large kingdom of the fame name, fituated to 
the eaftward of Tombqdoo,) is another great mart for Moorifh commerce. I converfed 
with many merchants who had vifited that city ; and they all agreed that it is larger, 
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and more populous, than Tombuftoo. The trade, police, and government, are nearly 
the fame in both j but in Houfla, the negroes are in greater proportion to the Moors, 
and have fome fliare in the government. 

Concerning the fmall kingdom of Jinbala, I was not able/to colleft much informa- 
tion. The foil is faid to be remarkably fertile, and the whole country fo full of 
creeks and fvwynps, that the Moors have hitherto been baffled in every attempt to 
Yubdue it. The inhabitants are Negroes, and fome of them are faid to live in con- 
fiderablc affluence, particularly thofe near the capital ; which is a refting-place* 
for fuch merchants as tranfport goods from Tombudoo to the wcftem parts of 
Africa. 

To the fouthward of Jinbala, is fituated the Negro kingdom of Gotto, which is 
faid to be of great extent. It was formerly divided info a number of petty dates, 
which were governed by their own chiefs ; but their private quarrels invited’ invafion 
from the neighbouring kingdoms. At length a politic chief, of the name of Moofee, 
had addrefs enough to make them unite in hoftilitics againft Bambarra’; and on this 
occafion he was unanimoufly chofen general j the different chiefs confenting for a 
time to a£l under his command. Moofee immediately difpatched a fleet of canoes, 
loaded with provifions, from the banks of the lake Dibbie up the Niger, towards Jenne, 
and with the whole of his army pulhed forwards into Bambarra. He arrived on the 
banks of the Niger oppofite to Jenne, before the townfpeople had the fmallcft intima- 
tion of his approach ; his fleet of canoes joined him the fame day, and having landed the 
provifions, he embarked part of his army, and in the night took Jenne by ftorin. This 
event fo terrified the King of Bambarra, that he fent meffengers to fue for peace, and 
in order to obtain it, confented to deliver to Moofee a certain number of flaves every 
year ; and return every thing that had been taken from the inhabitants of Gotto. 
Moofee, thus triumphant, returned to Gotto, where he was declared king, and the capital 
of the country is called by his name. 

On the weft of Gotto is the kingdom of Baedoo, which was conquered by the pre- 
fent King of Bambarra about feven years ago, and has continued tributary to him 
ever fince. 

Weft of Baedoo is Maniana j the inhabitants of which, according to the beft informa- 
tion I was able to collefl, are cruel and ferocious : carrying their refentment towards 
their enemies fo far as never to give quarter j and even to indulge themfelves with 
unnatural and difgufting banquets of human flefh. 

I am well aware that the accounts which the negroes give of their enemies, ought to 
be received wfth great caution ; but I heard the fame account in fo many different king- 
doms, and from fuch variety of people, whofe veracity I had no occafion to fufpcfl:, that 
I am (lifpofed to allow it fome degree of credit. The inhabitants of Bambarra, in the 
courfe of a long and bloody war, muft have had frequent opportunities of fatisfying 
themfelves as to the fa£I ; and if the report had been entirely without foundation,' F 
cannot conceive why the term Madummulo (man eaters), fhould be applied exclufively 
to the inhabitants of Maniana. 
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CHAP. III. — The Author returns Wejlward — arrives at Modiboo, and recovers 
his Horfe — finds ^r eat Difficulty in travelling^ in conficcjuence of the P nniy and the 
overflowing of the River^; — is inforsned that the King of Bambarra ha,i fent Perfons 
to apprehend him ; — avoids Sega, and profecutes his Journey along the Bmiks of the 
Niger. — Incidents on the Road. — Cruelties attendant on African Wars.j^ The Author 
croffes the River Frina, and arrives at Tafiara, ^ 

t 

HAVING, for the reafons affigned in the lafl clK;’i:er, determined to proceed no 
farther eaftward than Silla, 1 acquainted the dooty with my intention of returning to Sego, 
propofmg to travel along the fouthern fide of the river ; but he informed me, mat from 
the number of creeks and fisvamps on that fide, it was impoflible to travel by any 
other route than along the northern bank ; and even that route, he faid, would foon 
be impaflable on account of the overflowing of the river. However, as he commended 
my determination to return weftward, he agreed to fpcak to fome one of the fiflier- 
mcn to carry me over to Moorzan. I accordingly liepped into a canoe about eight 
o’clock in the morning of July 30th, and in about an hour was landed at Moorzan. 
At this place I hired a canoe for fixty kowries, and in the afternoon arrived at 
Kea ; where, for forty kowries more, the dooty permitted me to Deep in the fame 
hut with one of his flaves. This poor Negro, perceiving that I was ficklyf and 
that my clothes were very ragged, humanely lent me a large cloth to cover me for 
the night. 

July 3 1 ft. The dooty’s brother being going to Modiboo, 1 embraced the oppor- 
tunity of accompanying him thither, there being no beaten road. He promifed to* carry 
my faddle, which I had left at Kea when my horfe fell down in the woods, as I now 
propofed to prefent it to the King of Bambarra. 

We departed from Kea at eight r'-’oek, and about a mile to the weftward obferved, 
on the bank of the river, a great number of earthen jars piled up together. They 
were very neatly formed, but not glazed ; and were evidently f f that fort of pot- 
tery which is manufaftured at Downie (a town to the weft of Tombuftoo), and 
fold to great advantage in different parts of Bambarra. As we approached towards 
the jars, my companion plucked up a large handful of herbage, and threw it upon 
them j making figns for me to do the fame, which I did. He then, with great 
ferioufnefs, told me that thefe jars belonged to fome fupcmatural power ; that they 
were found in their prefent fituation about two years ago : and as no perfon had 
claimed them, every traveller as he paffed them, from refpeft to the invifible pro- 
prietor, threw fome grafs, or the branch of a tree, upon the heap, to defend the jars 
from the rain. • 

Thus convcrfing, we travelled in the moft friendly manner until, unfortunately, 
«We perceived the footfteps of a lion, quite frelh in the mud, near the river fide. My 
companion now proceeded with great circuml’peftion ; and at laft, coming to Ibme 
thick underwood, he infifted that I Ihould walk before him. I endeavoured to 
excufe myfelf, by alledging that I did not know the road ; Imt he obftinately per- 
fifted ; and after a few high words and menacing looks, threw down the faddle and 
went away. This very much difconcerted me : but as I had given up all hopes of 
obtaining a horfe, I could nbt think of encumberipg myfelf wit' a faddle j and taking 
off the ftirrups and girths, I threw the faddle into the river. .The Negro no fooner . 
faw me throw the fa4dle into the water, than he came running from among the bu/hes ! 
where he had concealed himfelf, jumped into the river, and by help of his fpear, 
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> brought ^ut the faddle, and ran away with it. I continued my courfe along the bank ; 
but as the wood was remarkably thick, and 1 had reafon to believe that a lion was at 
no great diftance, I became much alarmed, and took a long circuit through the bulhes 
to avoid him. f 

About four in the afternoon I reached Modiboo, where I found my faddle. The 
guide, who had got there before me, being afraid that I (hould inform the King of his 
ij, conduft, had^brought the faddle with him in a canoe. 

"While I was converfmg with the dooty, and remonftrating againfl; the guide for 
^ having left me in fuch a fituation, I heard a horfe neigh in one of the huts; and the 
dooty inquired, with a fmile, if I knew who was fpcaking to mo ? He explained himfelf, 
by telling me that my horfe was ftill alive, and fomewhat recovered from his fatigue ; 
but he infilled that I Ihould take him along with me ; adding, that he had once kept a 
Moor’s horfe for four months, and when the horfe had recovered and got into good 
condition, the Moor returned and claimed it, and refufed to give him any reward for 
his trouble. 

Aug. ill. I departed from Modiboo, driving my horfe before me : and in the 
afternoon reached Nyamee, where I remained three days; during which time it 
rained without intermiffion, and with fuch violence, that no perfon could venture out 
of ^ors. • 

' Aug. 5 th. I departed’ from Nyamee ; but the country was fo deluged, that I was 
frequently in danger of lofing the road, and had to wade acrofs the favannahs for 
miles together, knee deep in water. Even the corn ground, which is the drieft land 
in the country, was fo completely flooded, that my horfe twice ftuck fall in the mud, 
and was not got out without the greateft difficulty. 

In the evefiing of the fame day I arrived at Nyara, where I was well received 
by the dooty; and as the 6 th was rainy, I did not depart until the morning of 
the 7 th ; but the water had fwelled to fuch a height, that in many places the road 
was fcarcely paflablc ; and though I waded breafl deep acrofs the fwamps, 1 could 
only reach a fmall village called Nemaboo, where, however, for an hundred 
kowries, I procured from fonie foulahs plenty of corn for my horfe, and milk for 
myfclf. 

Aug. 8 th. The difliculties I had experienced the day before, made me anxious 
to engage a fellow-traveller ; particularly as I was alTured, that, in the courfe of a 
few days, the country would be fo completely overflowed, as to render the road 
utterly impalTable ; but though I offered two hundred kowries for a guide, nobody 
would accompany me. However, on the morning following, (Auguft 9 th,) a Moor 
and his -wife, riding upon two bullocks, and bound lor Sego with fait, palfed the 
village ; and agreed to take me along with them : but I found them of little fer- 
vice, for they were wholly unacquainted with the road, and being accuftomed to a 
fandy foil, were very bad travellers. Inftead of wading before the bullocks, to feef^ 
if the ground was folid, the woman boldly entered the firlt fwariip, riding upon the 
top of the load ; but when Ihe had proceeded about two hundred yards, the bullock 
funk iftto a hole, and threw both the load and herfelf among the reeds. The frightened 
hufband flood for fomc time fecmingly petrified with horilar, and fuffered his wife to be 
aliiiofl drowned before he went to her afliftance. ® 

x'Vbout funfet we reached Sibity.: but the dooty received me very coolly ; and 
.when I lolicited for a guide to Sanfanding, he told m? his people were otherwife em- 
. ployed. I was Ihewn into a damp old hut, where 1 palled a very u^icomfortabie night ; 
for when the walls of the hut are foftened by the rain, they frequently become too 
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weak tq fupport the weight of the roof. I heard three huts fall during the nigly:, 
" and was apprehenfive that the hut I lodged in would be the fourth. In the horning, as 
I went to pull fonie grafs for my horfe, I couifted foyrteen huts which l id fallen in 
this manner fince the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

It continued to rain with great violence all the loth ; and as the dnoty refufcd to 
give me any provifions, I purchafed fome com, which I divided with nnj horfe. 

Aug. nth. The dooty compelled me to depart from the town, rad I fet out foif, 
Sanfanding without any great hopes of faring better there than I had done at 
Sibity ; for I learned from people who came to vi< t me, that a report prevailed, 
and was univerfally believed, that I had come to Ba-.ubarra as a fpy ; and as Manfong 
had not admitted me into his prefence, the dooties of the differenf tc "no were at 
liberty to treat me in whatmianner they pleafcd. From repeatedly hearing the fame 
ftory, I had no doubt of the truth of it ; but as there was no alternative, I deter- 
mined to proceed, and a little before funfet I arrived at Sanfanding. My reception 
was what I expetfed. . Counti Mamadi, who had been fo kind to me formerly* 
fcarccly gave me welcome. F.vcry one wilhcd to Ihun me, and my landlord fent a 
perfon to inform me, that a very unfavourable report was received from Sego concern- 
ing me, and that he wilhcd me to depart early in the morning. About ten o’clock at 
night Counti Mamadi himfelf came privately to me, and informed me, that Manfong 
had difpatched a canoe to Jt-nne to bring me back ; and he was afraid 1 fhouW find 
great difficulty in going to the weft country. He advifed me, therefore, to depart from 
Sanfanding before daybreak ; and cautioned me againf^ flopping at Diggani, or any 
town near Sego. 

Aug. 1 2 th. I departed from Sanfanding, and reached Kabba in the affbrnoon. 
As I approached the town, 1 was furprifed to fee feveral people afl'embled at the gate ; 
one of whom, as I advanced, came running towards me, and taking my horfe by the 
bridle, led me round the walls of fh owm ; and then pointing to the well, told me to 
go along, or it v uld fare worfe with me. It was in vain that I reprefented the dan- 
ger of being benighted in the woods, expofed to the inclemeni. y f the weather, and 
to the fury of wild beails. “ Go along,” was all the anfwer j and a number of 
people coming up, and urging me in the fame manner with great earneftnefs, I 
fufpefted that fome of the King’s meffengers, who were font in fearch of me, were 
in the town ; and that thefe Negroes, from mere kindnefs, conduded me pafl it 
with a view to facilitate my efcape. I accordingly took the road for Sego, with the 
uncomfortable profped of palling the night on the branches of a tree. After travel- 
ling about three miles, I came to a fmall village near the road. The dooty was 
fplitting flicks by the gate; but I found I could have no admiaance; and when 
I attejupted to enter, he jumped up, and with the flick he held in his hand 
threatened to flrike me off the horfe, if I prefumed to advance another ftep. 

■ At a little diflance from this village (and farther from the road), is another fmall 
one. I conjedured, that being rather out of the common route the inhabitants might 
have fewer objedions to give me houfe-room for the night ; and having croffed folhe 
corn fields, I fat down under a tree by the well. Two or tlir'^i; women came»to draw 
water ; and one of thejn perceiving I was a ftranger, inquired whither I was going. 
I tq^ her I was going for Sego, but being benighted on 'lii; road, I wilhcd to Itav at 
the village until morning*; and begged flie wopld acquaint e dooty with my litu- 
ation. In a little time the dooty lent for me, and pen^ .ued me to lleep i;i a 
large baloon, in one corner of which was conflruded a kiln for drying th<; fruit o’f 
the Ihea trees ; it contained about half a cart load of fruit, under which w#s icept 
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lip a clear wood fire. I was informed that in three days the fr bit would be ready for 
'poimding'and boilings and that the butler thus manufadured, is preferable to ihat^ 
which is -prepared from fruit dried in the fun, efpecially in the rainy feafon, when the 
procefs by infolation is always^tedious, and, oftentimes ineffcdual. 

Aug. 13th. About ten o’clock I reached a fmall viljf&ge within half alnile of 
Sego, where I endeavoured, but in vain, to procure fomc provifions. Every one 
feemed anxiotie to avoid me j and I could plainly perceive, by the looks and behaviour 
'of the inhabitants, that fome very unfavourable accounts had been circulated con- 
cerning me. I was again informed that Manfong had fent people to apprehend me ; 
and the dooty’s fon told me I had no time to lofe, if I wiQied to get fafe out of 
Bambarra. I now fully faw the danger of my fituation, and determined to avoid Sego 
altogether. I accordingly mounted my horfe, and takir^ the road for Diggani, tra- 
velled as fall as I could, until I was out of fight of Uie villagers, when I llruck to the 
weflward, through high grafs and fwampy ground. About noon, I Hopped under a 
tree, to confider what courfe to take ; for I had now no doubt but that the Moors and 
Slatees had inifinformed the King refpefting the objedl of my mifiion, and that the 
people were abfolutely in feai*ch of me to convey me a prifoncr to Sego. Sometimes I 
had thoughts of fwimming my horfe acrofs the Niger, and going to the fouthward for 
Cape Coaft ; but refle£ling that I had ten days to travel before I fliould reach Kong, 
and afterward an extenfive country to traverfe, inhabited by various nations, with 
whofe language and manners I was totally unacquainted, I relinquilhcd this fcheme, 
and judged, that I Ihould better anfwer the purpofe of my million, by proceeding 
to the weftward along 'the Niger, endeavouring to afeertain how far the river was 
navigable in that direftion, Having refolved upon this courfe, I proceeded accord- 
ingly; and a little before funfet arrived ataFoulah village called Sooboo, where, 
for two hundred kowries, I procured lodging for the night. 

Aug. 14th. 1 continued my courfe along the bank of the river, through a popu- 

lous and well cultivated country. I palTed a walled town called Kanialia*, without 
flopping ; and at noon rode through a large town called Samee, where there happened 
to be a market, and a number of people afiembled in an open place in the middle 
of the town, felling cattle, cloth, corn, &c. I rode through the midfl of them without 
being much obferved ; every one taking me for a Moor, la the afternoon I arrived 
at a fmall village called Binni, where I agreed with the dooty’s fon, for one hundred 
kowries, to allow me to ftay for the night ; but when the dooty returned, he infilled 
that I fhould inftantly leave the place ; and if his wife and fon had not interceded for 
me, I mu A have complied. 

Aug. 15th. About nine o’clock I pafled a large town called Sai, which very 
much excited my curiofity. It is completely furrounded by two very deep trenches, at 
about two hundred yards dillant from the walls. On the top of the trenches are a 
number of fquare towers ; and the whole has the appearance of a regular fortification. 
Inquiring into the origin of this extraordinary intrenchment, I learned from two of 
th^ townfpeople the following particulars ; which, if true, furnilh a mournful picture 
of the enormities of African wars. About fifteen years ago, when the prefent King 
of Bambarra’s father defolatcd Maniana, the dooty of Sai had two fons flain in battle, 
fighting in the King’s caufe. He had a third fon living ; and when the King dema^cd 
a further reinforcement of men, and this youth among the»reft, the dooty refufeCr to 
fend him. This condudj; fo enraged tfie King, that when he returned from Maniana, 

* There is another town of this name hereafter to be mentio^aed. 
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about the beginning 0 ^ the rainy fcafon, and found the dooty protedted by the inhabi- 
tants, he fat down before Sai with his army, and furroundeth the 4own* with the* 
trenches Fhad now fccn. After a liege of two months, the townfpcople became in- 
volved jn all the horrors of famine ; and wKilft the King’s army were feafting in 
their trenches, they faw vi; ’th pleafure the mifcrable inhabitants of Sai devour the ' 
leaves and bark of the bentang tree that flood in the middle of the town. Finding, 
however, that the bcfieged would fooner perilh than furrender, the Kin^ad recourfe 
to treachery. lie promifed, that if they would open the gates, no perfon fhould be ‘ 
, put to death, norfuffer any injury but the dooty alone. The poor old man deter- 
mined to facrifice himfclf, for the fake of hi%fellow-( lizens, and immediately walked 
over to the King’s army, where he was put to death. His fon, in attempting . 0 Tcape, 
w'as caught and maflacred in the trenches ; and the reft of the townfpeople were 
carried away captives, and fold a9‘flaves to the different Negro traders. 

About noon I came to the village of Kaimoo, fituated upon the bank of the river ; 
and as the corn 1 had puvciiafcd at Sibili, was exhaulled, I endeavoured to purchafe 
a frcffi fupply ; but was informed that corn was become very fcarce all over the 
country ; and ihougii I ofl'ered fifty kowrics for a fmall quantity, no perfon would 
fell me any. As I was about to depart, however, one of the villagers (who probably 
miftook me for a Moorifh fhercef) brought me fomc as a prefent ; only defiring me 
in return, to beftow my bleffing upon him ; which I did in plain Englifli, and he 
received it with a thoufand acknowledgments. Of this prefent I made my dinner ; 
and it was the third fucceffive day that I had fubfifted entirely upon raw corn. 

In the evening I arrived at a frnall village called Song, tlfe furly inhabitants of 
which would not receive me, nor fo much as permit me to enter the gate ; but as 
lions were very numerous in this neighbourhood, and I had frequently, in the courfe 
of the day, feen the impreflion of their feet on the road, I refolved to flay in the 
vicinity of the village. Having colh *^ed fome grafs for my horfe, I accordingly lay 
down under a tree by the gate. About ten o’clock I heard the hollow roar of a 
lion at no great diftance, and attempted to open the gate ; but rlie neoplc from within 
told me, that no perfon muft attempt to enter the gate without the dooty’s permif- 
fion. I begged them to inform the dooty that a lion was approaching the village, 
and I hoped he would allow me to come within the gate. I waited for an anfwer to 
this meffage with great anxiety ; for the lion kept prowling toimd the village, and 
once advanced fo very near me, that I heard him ruftling among the grafs, and climbed 
the tree for fafety. About midnight the dooty with fome of his people opened the 
gate, and defired me to come in. They were convinced, they faid, that I was not a 
Moor ; for no Moor ever waited any time at the gate of a village, without curling the 
inhabitants. 

Aug. 1 6 th. About ten o’clock I paffed a coaliderable town, with a mbfque, 
called Jabbe. Here the country begins to rife into hills, and 1 could fee the fum- 
mits of high mountains to the weftward. 1 had very difagrccable travelling all this 
day, on account of the fwanipinefs of the roads ; for the river was now rifen to fuch 
a height, as to overflow great part of the flat land on both fides ; and from th(| mud- 
dinefs of the water, it wjs difficult to difeern its depth. In crofling one of thefe 
fwan|||s, a little to the weftward of a town called Gangu, my hurfe being up to the 
belly in water, llipt fudderlly into a deep pit, aqd was almo ' drowned before he 
could difengage his feet froin the ftiff clay at the bottom, .ndeed both the horfe 
and his rider were fq completely covered with mud, that in paffmg the village of CaI-‘ 
li mana, the people compared us to two dirty elephants. About noou 1 ftopp-d at a' 
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fmall village near Yamina, where I purchafed fome corn, and dried giy papers and 
'clbthes. If ||' 1 4 

The tpwn of Yamina, at a difianpe, has a very, fine appearance. It covers nearly 
the fame extent of ground its Sanfanding j but having been plundered by Daify, 
*^King of Kaarta, about four years ago, it has not yet refi^pned its former profjjerity ; 
nearly one half of the town being nothing but a heap of ruins : however, it is ftiU a 
confiderable pl^ce, and is fo much frequented by the Moors, that I did not think it 
’ fafe to lodge in it : but, in order to fatisfy myfeif refpeding its population and extent, 
I refolved to ride through it ; in doing which, I obferved a great many Moors fitting 
upon the Bentangs, and other places of public refort. Every body looked at me 
with afionifhment ; but as I rode brifkly ^long, they had no time to afk queftions. . 

I arrived in the evening at Farra, a walled village ; where, without much difficulty, 

I procured a lodging for the night. , 

Aug. 17th. Early in the morning I purfued my journey, and at eight o’clock 
paffed a confiderable town called Balaba : after which the road quits the plain, and 
ftretches along the fide of the hill. I paffed in the courfe of this day the ruins of 
three towns; the inhabitants of which were all carried away by Daify, King of 
Kaarta, on the fame day that he took and plundered Yamina. Near one of thel'e 
ruins I climbed a tamarind tree, but found the fruit quite green and four; and the 
profpeft of the country was by no means inviting ; for the high gfal's and buflies 
teemed completely to obftrudl the road, and the low lands were all fo flooded by 
the river, that the Niger had the appearance of an extenfive lake. In the evening I 
arrived at Kanika, where the dooty, who was fitting upon an elephant’s hide at the 
gate, received me kindly ; and gave me for fupper fome milk and meal ; which I 
confidered (as to a perlon in my fituation it really was) a very great luxury. 

Aug. 1 8th. By miftake I took the wrong road, and did not difeover my error 
until I had travelled near four miles ; when coming to an eminence, I obferved the 
Niger confiderably to the left. Direfting my courfe towards it, I travelled through 
long grafs and bufhes, with great difficulty, until two o’clock in the afternoon ; when 
I came to a comparatively fmall, but very rapid river ; which I took at firft for a 
creek, or one of the ftreams of the Niger. However, after I had examined it with 
more attention, I was convinced that it was a diftinft river ; and as the road evidently 
croffed it (for 1 could fee the pathway on the oppofite fide), I fat down upon the 
bank, in hopes that fome traveller might arrive, who would give me the neceffary 
information concerning the fording place ; for the banks were fo covered with 
reeds and bulhes, that it would have been almoft impoffible to land on the other 
fide, except at the pathway ; which, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, it 
feemed very difficult to reach. No traveller, however, arriving, and there being a 
great appearance of rain, I examined the grafs and bufhes, for fome way up the bank, 
and determined upon entering the river confiderably above the pathway, in order to 
reach the other fide before the ftream had fwept me too far down. With this view I 
faftened my clothes upon the faddlc, and was (landing up to the neck in water, pul- 
ling my horfe by the bridle to make him follow me, when a man came accidentally 
to the place, and feeing*me in the water, called to me with great vehemence to come 
out. The alligators, he faid, would devour both me artd my horfe, if we at- 
tempted to fwim over. When I had got out, the ftranger, who had never bPbre 
■feen a European, feemed wonderfuhy furprifed. He twice put his hand to his 
mouth, exclaiming in a* low tone of voice, “ God preferve me! who is this?” but 
when he heard me fpeak the Bambarra tongue, and found thae I was going the 
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fame way jis Kimfelf, he promifed, to affift me in crofling the rive*^ thp name cJf 
'which he told .me was Frina. He then went a little way along the bank, and 
called to forae perfon, who anfwered from the other ifide. In a fhorf .ime a canoe, 
with two boys, came pad/Ih’ng from among the reeds : thefe boys agreed for fiftjr 
kq,wries, to tranfport me and my horfe over the river, which was effefted without 
much difficulty ; and I arrived in the evening at Taffara, a walled ^own j and foon 
difcovered that the language of the natives was improved, from the corrupted dialeft 
of Bambarra, to the pure Mandingo. 


"v 

CHAP. IV. — Tnhofpitahlc Reception at Taffara. — A Negro Funeral at Fooba. -^The 
Author continues his Route through fcvcral Villages along the Banks of the Niger^ 
until be comes to Koolikorro. Supports binfulf by writing Saphics — reaches Ma- 
raboQ — lofes the Road; and after many Difficulties arrives at Bammakoo. — Takes the 
Road for Sibidooloo— meets with great Kindnefs at a Village called Kooma ;—is after- 
wards robbed^ fl ripped, and plundered by Banditti . — The Author’s Ref our ce and 
Cunfolation under exquifite Di/lrcfs. — He arrives in Safety at Sibidooloo. 

ON my arrival at Taffara, I inquired for the dooty, but was informed that he had 
died a few days before my arrival, and that there was, at that moment, a meeting of the 
chief men for cleding another ; there being fome difpute about the fucceffion. It was 
probably owing to this unfettled ftate of the town that I experienced fuch a want of 
hofpitality in it; for though I informed the inhabitants that I fliould only .remain 
with them for one night, and affured them that Manfong had given me fome kowries 
to pay for my lodging, yet no perfon invited me to come in ; and I was forced to lit 
alone under the bentang tree, expofed to the rain and wind of a tornado, which 
laded with great violence until nuunight. At this time the ftranger, who had allifted 
me in croffmg the river, paid ra& a vifit, and obferving that I had not found a lodging, 
invited me to take part of his lupper, which he had brought to the door of his hut ; 
for being a gueft himfelf, be could not, without his landlord’s confent, invite me to 
come in. After this, I flept upon fome w'et grafs in the corner of a court. My horfe 
fared ftill worfe than myfelf ; the corn I had purchafed being all expended, and I could 
not procure a fupply. 

Aug. 20th. I paffed the town of Jaba, and flopped a few minutes at a village called 
Soniino, where I begged and obtained fome coarte food, which the natives prepare from 
the hulks of corn, and call Boo. About two o'clock I came to tlie village of Sooha, 
and endeavoured to purchafe fome corn from the dooty, who w.is fitting by the gate; 
but without fuccefs. I then requefted a little fond by way of charity, but waj told he 
had none to fpare. Whilfl; I was examining the countenance of this inhofpiuble old 
man, and endeavouring to find out the caufe of the fullen difeontent, which was \ ifible 
in his eye, he called to a Have who was working in the corn-field at a little diltance, 
and ordered him to bring his hoe along with him. The dooty then told him to dig 
a hole in the ground ; pointing to a fpot at no great diflar.ce. The Have, with his 
hoe, began to dig a pit*in the earth ; and the dooty, who .app-.-ared to, be a man of a 
vcr^fretful difpofition, k<^pt muttering and talking to himfelf antil the pit was almoft 
finiilied, when he repeatedly pronounced the •words dank co (good for nothing) ; 
jankra lemon (a real plague) which expreffions I thought codld be applied to nobody 
but myfelf; and as the pit had very much the appearance of a grave, 1 thought it pru- 
dent to mount my horfe, and was about to decamp, when the Have, who had before 
VOL. XVI. 5 s gone 
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j^ne into the v'^ge, to my furprife, returned with the corpfe of a boy about nine 
or ten years of age, quite naked. The negro carried the body by a leg and an 
arm, and threw it into the pit >fith a'favage indifference, which I had never before 
feeh. As he covered the body with eartli, the dootv often expreffed bimfeir 
naphula attmiata (money loft) ; whence I concluded that tne boy had been one of his 
ftaves. * 

Departing from this Ihocking fcenc, I travelled by the fide of the river until funfet, 
when I came to KooHkorro ; a confiderable town, and a great market for fait. Here 
I took up my lodging at the houfc of a Bambarran, who had formerly been the flave 
of a Moor, and in that charaftcr had travelled to Aoran, Towdinni, and many other 
places in the Great Defert ; but turning Muffulman, and his inafter dying at Jennd, he 
obtained his freedom, and fettled at this place, where he carries on a confiderable trade 
in fait, cotton-cloth, &c. His knowledge of the world has not leffened that fuperftitious 
confidence in fapHies and charms, which he had imbibed in his earlier years; for when 
he heard that I was a Chriftian, he immediately thought of procuring a faphie ; and for 
this purpofe brought out his walha^ or writing board ; affuring me, that he would drefs 
me a fupper of rice, if I would write him a faphie to protcdl him from wicked men. 
The propofal was of too great confequence to me to be refufed ; I therefore wrote 
the board full from top to bottom, on both fides; and my landlord, to be certain of 
having the whole force of the charm, waftied the writing from the board into a cala- 
balh with a little water, and having faid a few prayers over it, drank this powerful 
draught ; after which, Ipft a fingle word fliould efcape, he licked the board until it was 
quite dry. A faphie writer was a man of too great confequence to be long concealed : 
the imp'ortant information was carried to the dooty, who lent his fon with half a Ihect 
of writing-paper, defiring me to write him a naphula faphie (a charm to procure wealth). 
He brought me, as a prefent, fome meal and milk ; and when I had finilhed the faphie, 
and read it to him with an audible voice, he feemed highly fatisfied with his bargain, 
and promifed to bring me in the morning fome milk*for my breakfaft. When 1 had 
finilhed my fupper of rice and fait, I laid myfelf down upon a bullock’s hide, and flept 
very quietly until morning; this being the firft good meal and refrefiiing fleep that I had 
enjoyed for a long time. 

Aug. 2 1 ft. At daybreak I departed from Koolikorro, and about noon paffed the 
villages of Kayoo and Toolumbo. In the afternoon 1 arrived at Maraboo ; a large town, 
and, like Koolikorro, famous for its trade in fait. I was conducted to the houfe of a 
Kaartan, of the tribe of lower, by wl^om I was well received. This man had acquired 
a confiderable property in the Have trade ; and, from his hofpitaliiy to ftrangers, was 
called by way of pre-eminence, Jattcc (the landlord) ; and his houfe was a fort of public 
inn for .all travellers. Thofe who had money were well lodged, for they always made 
him fome return for his kindnefs ; but thofe who had nothing to give, were content to 
accept whatever he thought proper ; and as I could not rank myfelf among the monic’d 
men, I was happy to take up my lodging in the fame hut with feven poor fellows who 
had come from Kancaba in a canoe. But our landlord fent us fome viduals. 

Aug.* 22 d. One of the landlord’s fervauts went with me av little way from the 
town to fhew me what road to take ; but whether from Ignprance or defign 1 know 
not, ho dirc£lc‘d me wrong ; and I did iu)t difeover my miftake until the day was fajit ad- 
vanced: when, coming to a deep creek, I had fome thoughts'of turning back; but as by 
that means 1 forefavv that 1 could not poffibly reach Bamipakoo before night, I refolved 
to crofe it ; and leading my horfe clofe to the brink, 1 went behind hijn, and puflied him 
headlong into the water, and then taking the bridle in my teeth, fwam over to the 
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TJthel* fide. This was the third creek I had croffed in this manner fUce I had left* 
Segb ; but having fecured my notes and memorandums in the crown of ray hat, I 
received little or no inconvenience from fuch adventures. * The rain and heavy dew 
kept ray* clothes conftantly \,'et ; and the roads being very deep and full of mud, fuch 
a wafliing was fometimes pleafant, and oftentimes neceflary. I continued travelling, 
through high grafs, without any beaten road, and about noon came to ihe river ; the 
banks of which are here very rocky, and the force and roar of the water were very 
great. The King of Bambarfa’s canoes, however, f equently pafs thefe rapids, by 
keeping clofe to the bank ; perfons being ftationed oi. the Ihore with ropes faftened 
to the canoe, while others pulh it forward with long poles. At this tim<'. i : ..’ever, 
it would, I think, have been a jnatter of great difficulty for any European boat to have 
croffed the ftream. About four o’clock in the afternoon, having altered my courfe 
from the river towards the mountains, I came to a fmall pathway, which led to a vil- 
lage called Frookaboo, where I flept. 

Aug. 23d. Early in the morning I fet out for Bammakoo, at which place I arrived 
about five o’clock in the afternoon. I had heard Bammakoo much talked of as a great 
market for fait, and I felt rather difappointed to find it only a middling town, not quite 
fo large as Marraboo ; however, the fmallncfs of its fize is more than compenfated by 
the riches of its inhabitants ; for when the Moors bring their fait through Kaarta or 
Bambarra, they conftantly reft a few days at this place ; and the Negro merchants here, 
who arc well acquainted with the value of fait in different kingdoms, frequently pur- 
chafe by wholefale, and retail it to great advantage. Here I locked at the houfe of a 
Scra-Woolli negro, and w’as vifited by a number of Moors. They fpoke very^ood 
Mandingo, and were more civil to me than their countrymen had been. One of them 
had travelled to Rio Grande, and fpoke very highly of the Chriftians. He fent me in 
the evening fome boiled rice and milk I now endeavoured to procure information 
concerning my route to the wefty^rd, from a flave-merchant who had refided fome 
years on the Gambia. He gave me fome imperfed account of liftancc, and enu- 
merated the names of a great many places that lay in the way ; but withal told me that 
the road was impaffable at this feafon of the year : he was even afraid, he faid, that I 
ihould find great difficulty in proceeding any farther ; as the road croffed the JoHba 
at a town about half a day’s journey to the weftward of Bammakoo; and there being 
no canoes at that place large enough to receive my horfe, I could not poffibly get him 
over for fome months to come. This was an obftruftion of a very ferious nature ; but 
as I had no money to maintain myfelf even for a few days, I relbived to pulh on, and 
if 1 could not convey my horfe acrofs the river, to abandon him, and fw'im over my- 
fclf. In thoughts of this nature I pafl'ed the night, and in the morning confulted with 
my landlord how 1 Ihould furmount the prefent difficulty. He informed me that one 
road ftill remained, which was indeed very rocky, and fcarccly paffable for horfes ; but 
that if I had a proper guide over the hills a town called Sibidooloo, he had no 
doubt, but with patience and caution, 1 might travel forwards through Manding. 1* 
immediately applied to the dooty, and was informed that a Jilli Ki.a (finging ma») was 
about to depart for Sibidooloo, and would Ihcw me the road over the hills. With this 
man, who undertook to be'my condudtor, I travelled up a rocky glen abom two miles, 
when we came to a fmall village; and here my mufical fellow-Ti weller found out that 
he had brought me the wrong road. He told me ‘that the hoi , -.road lay on the other 
fide of the hilt, and throwing Ms drum upon his back, mounted up the rocks, where 
indeed no horfe could follow him, leaving me to admire his agility, and trace out a 
road for mvfelf. As I found it impoflible to proceed, 1 rode back tc the level ground, 
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' and dire&mg*%iy courfe to the eaftward, came about noon to another glen, and dif- 
covered a path on which I obferved the marks of horfes’ feet : following this path, I 
came in a fhort time to fomi fliepherds’ huts, where I was informed that I was in the 
right road, but that 1 could not poffibly reach Sibidoo^o before night. S 6 on after 
this I gained the fuininit of a hill, from whence I had an extenfive view of the country. 
Towards t/ie fouth-eaft, appeared fome very diftanc mountains, which I had formerly 
feen from un eminence near Marraboo, where the people informed me, that thefe 
mountains were fituated in a large and powerful kingdbra called Kong ; the fovereign 
of which could raifc a much greater army than the King of Bambarra. Upon this 
height the foil is lliallow ; the rocks are iron-ftonc and fehiitus, with detached pieces 
of w'hite quartz. , 

A little before funfet, I defeended on the north-weft iide of this ridge of hills, and 
as I was looking about for a convenient tree under which to pafs the night (for I had 
no hopes of reaching any town), I defeended into a delightful valley, and foon 
afterwards arrived at a romantic village called Kooma. This village is furrounded 
by a high wall, and is the foie property of a Mandingo merchant, who fled hither with 
his family during a former war. The adjacent fields yield him plenty of corn, his 
cattle roam at large in the valley, and the rocky hills fecure him from the depreda- 
tions of war. In this obfeure retreat he is feldom vifited by ftrangers, but whenever 
this happens, he makes the w'eary traveller welcome. I foon found myfelf furrounded 
by a circle of the harmlefs villagers. They aiked me a thoufand queftions about my 
country; and, in return for my information, brought corn and milk for myfelf, and 
grafs for my horfe ; kindled a fire ia the hut where I was to fleep, and appeared very 
anxious to ferve me. 

Aug. 25 th. 1 departed from Kooma, accompanied by two Ihcphcrds, who were 

going towards Sibidooloo. The road was very fteep and rocky, and as my horfe had 
kurt his feet much in coming from Bammakoo, he travelled flowly and with great 
difficulty ; for in many places the afeent was fo marp, and the declivities fo great, 
that if he had made one falfe ftep, he muft inevitably have been dallied to pieces. The 
fliepherds being anxious to proceed, gave themfdves little trouble about me or my 
horfe, and kept walking on at a confiderable diftance. It was about eleven o’clock, 
as I flopped to drink a little water at a rivulet (my companions being near a quarter 
of a mile before me), that I heard fome people calling to each other, and prefentiy 
a loud fcreaniing, as from a perfon in great diftrefs. 1 immediately conjedlured that a 
lion had taken one of the fliepherds, and mounted iny horfe to have a better view of 
what had happened. The noife, however, ccafed ; and I rode flowly towards the 
place from whence I thought it had proceeded, calling out, but without receiving any 
anfwer. In a little time, however, I perceived one of the fliepherds lying among 
the long grafs near the road ; and though I could fee no blood upon him, I concluded 
he was dead. But when I came clofe to him, he whifpered me to flop; telling me that 
•a party of armed men had feized upon his companion, and fliot two arrows at himl'elf 
as h^ was making his^efcape. I flopped to confider what courfe to take, and looking 
round, faw at a little diftance a man fitting upon the ft.ump of a tree ; 1 diftinguillied 
alfo the heads of fix or feven more, fitting among the grafs with raulkets in their 
hands. I bad now no hopes of cfcaping, and therefortt determined to ride iferward 
towards them. As I approached fhom, 1 was in hopes they were elephant hunters : 
and by way of opening the convCrfation, inquired if they had fiiot «iiy thing ; but 
without returning an anfwer, one of them ordered me to difinouiit ; and then, as if 
recollefting himfelf, waved with his hand for me to proceed. I accordingly rode 
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paft, and had with fome difGculty croffed a deep rivulet, when I heard fomebojly 
holloa } and looking behind, faw thofe I had taken for elephant “htmterc, running 
after me, and calling out to me to turn back. • T Hopped until they werj all come 
up ; when they informed me that the King of the Foullhs had fent them on purpofe 
to bring me, my horfe, ^nd every thing that belonged to me,' to Fooladoo; and 
that therefore I muft turn back, and go along with them. Without hefitating a 
moment, I turned round and followed them, and we travelled together near a 
quarter of a mile, without exchanging a word ; when coming to a dark place of the 
wood, one of them faid, in the Mandingo languag e, “ this place will do j” and 
immediately fnatched my hat from my head. The- jgh I was by no means free of 
apprehenfion, yet I refolved to fhew as few figns of fear as pollible, and 'herefore 
told them, that unlefs my hayt was returned to me, I lltould proceed no further. But 
before I had time to receive an anfwer, another drew his knife, and feizing upon a 
metal button which remained upon my waiftcoat, cut it off, and put it into his 
pocket. Their intentions were now obvious j and I thought that the eafier they were 
permitted to rob me of every thing, the lefs I had to fear. I therefore allowed them 
to fearch my pockets without refiftance, and examine every part of my apparel, 
which they did with the moft fcrupulous exa£tnefs. But obferving that I had one 
waiftcoat under another, they infifted that I fhould caft them both oft'; and at laft, to 
make fure work, ftripped me quite naked. Even my half boots (though the foie of 
one of them was tied on to my foot with a broken bridle rein) were -minutely 
infpeded. Whilft they were examining the plunder, I begged thepi, with great 
earneftnefs, to return my pocket compafs ; but when I pointf^ it out to them, as it 
was lying on the ground, one of the banditti, thinking I was about to tako it up, 
cocked his mulkct, and fwore that he would lay me dead on the fpot, if I prefumed to 
put my hand upon it. After this, fome of them went away with my horfe, and the 
remainder ftood confidering whet’ they fhould leave me quite naked, or allow me 
fomething to ftielter me from^ije fun. Humanity at laft prevailed : they returned 
me the worft of the two fliirts, and a pair of trowfers ; and, ar they went away, one of 
them threw back my hat, in the crown of which I kept my memorandums ; and this 
was probably the reafon they did not wilh to keep it. After they were gone, I fat for 
fome time looking around me with amazement and terror. Whichever way I turned, 
nothing appeared but danger and dilliculty. I faw myfelf in the midft of a vafl 
wildernefs in the depth of the rainy fcafon, naked and alone; furrounded by favage 
animals, and men ftill more favage. I was five hundred miles from the nearefl 
European fettlement. All thefe circumftanccs crowded at once on my rccolle£l:ion j 
and 1 confefs that my fpirits began to fail me. I confidcred my fate as certain, and 
that I had no alternative, but to lie down and perilh. The influence of religion, 
however, aided and fupported me. I rcfleded that no human prudence or forefight 
could poflibly have averted my prefent I'ufForings. I was indeed a ftranger in a ftrange 
land, yet I was ftill under the protefting eye of that Providence who has conde- 
feended to call himfclf the ftrahger’s friend. At this moment, painful as my reflec- 
tions were, the extraordinary beauty of a fmall mofs, in frudification, i®*efiftibly 
caught my eye. I mention this to Ifiow from what trifling circumflances the mind 
will fometimes derive confolation ; for though the whole plant was not larger than 
the "top of one of my fingers, I could not contemplate the d ; 'icate conformation of its 
roots, leaves, and capfula, without admiration. Can tiu: Being (thought I), who 
planted, watered, and brought to perfedion, in*this obfeure part of the world, a thing 
which annears of To fmali importance, look with unconcern uoon the fitu -.tion and 
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‘ that wh^ I faw my ferfe fnorting in the water, I thought it was itnpollible to fave 
him. The inhabitants of the village, however, immediately affembled, and having 
tied together a number of VKithes * they lowered a man down into the well, who 
faftencd thofe withes round the body of the horfej and the people, having firft 
drawn up the man, took hold of the withes, and tom/furprife pulled the horle out 
with the greateft facility. The poor animal was now reduced to a mere Ikeleton, 
and the roads were fcarcely paffable, being either very rocky, or elfe full of mud 
and water ; I therefore found it imprafticable to travel with him any farther, and 
was happy to leave him in the hands of one who I thought would take care of 
him. I accordingly prefented him to my landlord ; and defircd him to fend my 
faddle and bridle, as a prefent, to the manfa of Sibidooloo ; being the only return 
I could make him, for having taken fo much trouble in procuring my horfe and 
clothes. 

I now thought it neceffary, fick as I was, to take leave of my hofpitable landlord. On 
the morning of Sept. 8th, when I was about to depart, he prefented me with his fpear, 
as a token of remembrance, and a leather bag to contain my clothes. Having con- 
verted my half boots into fandals, I travelled with more eafe, and flt pt that night at 
a village called Ballanti. On the gth, I reached Nemacoo ; but the manfa of the 
village thought fit to make me fup upon the cainelion’s diih. Bj way of apology, 
however, he afiured me the next morning, that the fcarcity of corn was fuch, that he 
could not pofllbly allow me any. I could not accufe him of unkinduefs, as all the 
people aflually appeared to be ftarving. 

S^pt. loth. It rained hard all day, and the people kept themfelves in their huts. 
In the afternoon I was vifited by a Negro, named Modi Lemina I’aura, a great trader, 
who fufpefling my diftrefs, brought me fome viftuals ; and proinifed to condufl: me 
to hivS houfe at Kinyeto the day following. 

Sept. iith. I departed from Nemacoo, and arrived at Kinyeto in the evening; 
but having hurt my ancle in the way, it fwelled and inflamed fo much that I could 
neither walk nor fet my foot to the ground the next day, without giving pain. 
My landlord obferving this, kindly invited me to ftop with him a few days ; and 
I accordingly remained at his houfe until the 14th ; by which time I felt much 
relieved, and could w-alk with the help of a ftaff. I now fet out, thanking my land- 
lord for his great care and attention ; and being accompanied by a young man, who 
was travelling the fame way, I proceeded for Jerijang, a beautiful and well cul- 
tivated diftrii£l:, the manfa of which is reckoned the mod: powerful chief of any in 
Manding. 

On the 15th, I reached Dofita, a large town, where I ftaid one day on account of 
the win ; but continued very fickly, and was llightly delirious in the night. On the 
17th I fet out for Manfia, a confiderablc town, where fmall quantities of gold are 
colleded. The road led over a high rocky hill, and my ftrength and fpirits were fo 

, much exhaufted, that before I could reach the top of the hill I was forced to lie down 
three times, being very faint and fickly. I reached Manfia in the afternoon. The 
manfa of this town h&d the charader of being very inhofpitable ; he however fent me a 
little corn (or my fupper, but demanded fomething iii return ; and when I affured 
him that I had nothing of value in my pofleflion, he told me (as if in jeft), that my 
white ikin fliould not defend men “ I told him lies. ‘He then Ihewed me the hut 
wherein I was to fletp ; but took away my fpear, faying that it fliould be returned 
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tb me in the morning. This trifling drcumftance, when jollied to the charader P 
had heard of the man, made me rather fufpicious of him ; and I privately deflred one 
of the inhabitants of the place, who had a bow and quiver, to fleep in thefatne hut with 
me. About midnigjit, I heard fomebody approach the door, and obfervlng the moon- 
light (Irike fuddenly into the hut, I ftarted up, and faw a man fteppin^ cautloufly over 
the threfliold. I immediately fnatched up- the Negro’s bow and quiv^, the rattling 
of which made the man withdraw ; and my companion looking out, attured me that 
ft was the manfa himfelf, and advifed me to keep awake until the morning. I clofed 
the door, and placed a large piece of wood behind and was wondering at this 
unexpefted vifit, when fomebody prefled fo hard againft the door, that the Negro 
could fcarcely keep it (hut. But when I called to him to open the door, t'.ie intruder 
ran oif, as before. * 

Sept. 1 6 th. As foon as it was light, the Negro, at my requeft, went to the manfa'a 
houfe and brought away my fpear. Ho- told me that the manfa was afleep, and left 
this inhofpitable chief ftioilld devife means to detain me, he advifed me to fet out before 
he was awake, which 1 immediately did j and about two o'clock reached Kamalia, a 
fmall town, fituated at the bottom of fome rocky hills, where the inhabitants collect 
gold in confiderable quantities. The buflireens here live apart from the kafirs, and have 
built their huts in a fcattered manner, at a Ihort diftance from the town. They have R 
place fet apart for performing their devotions in, to which they give the name of mijjura^ 
or mofque ; but it is in fafl; nothing more than a fquare piece of ground made levd, and 
furrounded with the trunks of trees, having a fmall projedion towards the eaft, where 
the marraboo, or prieft, (lands when he calls the people to prayers. Mofques qf this 
conilrudion are very common among the converted Negroes ; but having neither walls 
nor roof, they can only be ufed in fine weather. When it rains, the buihreens perform 
their devotions in their huts. 

On my arrival at Kamalia, I w..b condufled to the houfe of a buflireen named 
Karla Taura, the brother of him tb whofe hofpitality I was indebted at Kinyeto. He 
was colleding a coffle of llrvcs, with a view to fell them to the Europeans on the 
Gambia as foon as the rains Ihould be over. I found him fitting in his baloon furrounded 
by feveral flatees, who propofed to join the coffle. He was reading to them from an 
Arabic book ; and inquired, with a fmile, if I underftood it ? Being anfwered in the 
negative, he defired one of the flatees to fetch the little curious book, which had been 
brought from the weft country. On opening this fmall volume, I was furprifed and 
delighlied, to find it our Book of Common Prayer ; and Karfa crprelTed great joy to 
hear that I could read it ; for fome of the flatees who had feen the Europeans upon 
the coaft, obferving the colour of my Ikin (which was now become very yellow from 
ficknefs), my long beard, ragged clothes, and extreme poverty ; were unwillihg to 
admit that I was a white man, and told Karfa, that they fufpeQed I was fome Arab 
in difguife. Karfa, however, perceiving that I could read this book, had no doubt 
concerning me ; and kindly promifed me every afliftance in his power. At the fame> 
time he informed me that it was impolfible to crofs the Jallunka wildemefs for jnany 
months yet to come, as no lefs than eight rapid rivers, he faid, lay in the way. He 
added, that he intended to fet out himfelf fur Gambia as foon as the rivet? were ford- 
able, and the grafs burnt ; and advifed me to flay and accoippany 1-im. He remarked, 
that when a caravan of the natives could not travel through t’ . country, it was idle 
for a Angle white man to attempt it. I readily admitted that *fuch an attempt was 
an aft of raflmefs, but I aflured him that I had now no alternative ; for ha^rg no 
money to fupport myfelf, I muft either beg my fubfiftence, by travelling from place to 
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, place, or perifli for Karfa now looked at me with great eameflnefe, and inquired 

u I could eat the common viduals of the country ; affuring me he had never before 
feen a white man*. He added, that*if I would remain with him «ntil the rains were 
over,, he would give me plenty of vidluals in the meantime, and a hut to fleep in j 
and that after he had condudled me in fafety to the Gambia, I iftight then make him 
what return I thought projjer. I afked him if the value of one prime flave would 
fatisfy him. He anfwered in the affirmative ; and immediately ordered one of the 
huts to be fwept for my accommodation. Thus was I delivered, by the friendly care 
of this benevolent Negro, 5 from a fituation truly deplorable. Diftrefs and famine 
prelFed hard upon me j I had, before me, the gloomy wilds of Jallonkadpo, where the 
traveller fees no habitation for five fucceffive days. I had obferved at a diftance, the 
rapid courfc of the river Kokoro. I had almoft marked out the place where I was 
doomed, I thought, to perifh, when this friendly Negro ftretchcd out his hofpitable 
hand for my relief. 

In the hut which was appropriated for me, I was provided with a mat to fleep on, 
an earthen jar for holding water, and a fmall calabafli to drink out of ; and Karfa 
fent me from his own dwelling, two meals a day ; and ordered his flaves to fupply me 
with fire- wood and water. But I found that neither the kindnefs of Karfa, nor any 
fort of accommodation could put a flop to the fever which weakened me, and which 
became every day more alarming. I endeavoured as much as poffible to conceal ray 
diftrefs ; but on the third day after ray arrival, as I was going witii Karfa to vifit 
fome of his friends, I found myfelf fo faint that I could fcarcely walk, and before we 
reached the place, I ‘ftaggered, and fell into a pit from which the clay had been 
takeif to build one of the huts. Karfa endeavoured to confole me witli the hopes 
of a fpeedy recovery ; affuring me, that if I would not walk out in the wet, I Ihould 
foon be well. I determined to follow his advice, and confine myfelf to my hut ; 
but was ftill tormented with the fever, and rny health continued to be in a very pre- 
carious Hate for five enfuing weeks. Sometimes I could crawl out of the hut, and 
fit a few hours in the open air j at other times I was unable to rife, and pafled the 
lingering hours in a very gloomy and folitary manner. I was feldom vifited by 
any peribn except my benevolent landlord, who came daily to inquire after my 
health. When the rains became lefs frequent, and the country began to grow dry, 
the fever left me ; but In fo debilitated a condition, that I could fcarcely ftand 
upright, and it was with great difficulty that I could carry my mat to the fliade of 
a tamarind tree, at a flion diftance, to enjoy the relrelhing fmell of the corn^elds, 
and delight my eyes with a profpeft of the country. I had the plcafurc, at length, 
to find myfelf in a ftale of convalefcence : towards which the benevolent and 
fimpl^ nnmners of the Negroes, and the perufal of Karfa’s little volume, greatly 
contributed. 

In the mean time, many of the flatees who refided at Kamalia, having fpent ’all 
their money, and become in a great meafure dependent upon Karfa’s hofpitality, 
beheld me with an eye of envy, and invented many ridiculous and trifling llories 
to leflTtn me in Karfa’* efteem. And in the beginning of December, a Sera-Woolli 
flatee, with five flaves, arrived from Sego ; this man too, fprfad a number of malicious 
reports coneferning me ; but Karfa paid no attention to them, and continued to fliew 
me the fame kindnefs as formerly^ As 1 was one da^ converfing with the flaves 
^ which this flatee had brought, one of them begged me to give him fome vi£tuals. I 
* told him 1 was a ftrangcr, and had none to give. He* replied, ‘‘ I gave you yi£luals 
‘ when you was hungry. — Have you forgot tlie man who brought you milk at Kur- 
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rankalla? But ('added he, with a figh) irons were not ijiftt upon my P* U 
immediately recollefted him, and begged feme ground nuts from Karfe to give him, as 
a return for his former kindnefs. He told me that Ife had been taken by the ]'.ambarrans, 
the day after the battle at Joka, and fent to Sego, where *he had been purchafed by his 
prefent mafter, who was ca.vying him down to Kajaaga. Three more of thefe flaves 
were from Kaarta,and one from Waflela, all of them prifoners of war. They flopped 
four days at Kamalia, and were then taken to Bala, where they remained*until the river 
Kokoro was fordable, and the grais burnt. 

In the beginning of December Karfa propofed to r niplete’ his purchafe of flaves ; 
and for this purpol'c colledled all the debts which were owing to him in his own 
country. And on the 19th, being accompanied by three flatees, he departed for 
Kancaba, a large town on the t)anks of the Niger ; and a great flave-market. Moft of 
the flaves, who are fold at Kancaba, come from Bambarra ; for Manfong, to avoid the 
expence and danger of keeping all his prifoners at Sego, commonly fends them in 
fmall parties to be fold at the difterent trading towns ; and as Kancaba is much 
reforted to by merchants, it is always well fupplied with flaves which are fent thither 
up the Niger in canoes. When Karfa departed from Kamalia, he propofed to return 
in the courfe of a month ; and during his abfence I was left to the care of a good old 
bulhreen who afted as fchoolmafter to the young people of Kamalia. 

Being now left alone, and at leifure to indulge my own I'efleftions, it was an 
opportunity not to be negleded of augmenting and extending the obfervations I had 
already made on the climate and produftions of the country,; and of acquiring a 
more perfed knowledge of. the natives, than it was poflible for me to obtain in the 
courfe of a tranfient and perilous journey through the country. I endeavoured* like- 
wife to colled all the information I could concerning thofe important branches of 
African commerce, the trade for gold, ivory, and flaves. Such was niy employment, 
during the remainder of my flay at L ..nalia ; and I fliall now proceed to lay before my 
readei's the refult cf my refearches and inquiries; avoiding, as for as I can, a repetition 
of thofe circumftances and obfervations, which were related, as ocvafion arofe, in the 
narrative of my journey. 

CHAP. VI. — Of the Climate and Seafons. — Winds. — Vegetable Productions. — • 
Population. ~ General Obfervations on the Character and Difpqjltion of the Mandin- 
go^s/s and a fummary Account of their Manners and HeSits (f LifCt their Mar- 
rUj^Sf £5fr. 

THE whole of my route, both in going and returning, having been confined to 
a trad: of country bounded nearly by the 12th and 15th parallels of latitude, the Reader 
mull imagine that I found the climate in moft places extremely hot ; but no where 
did I feel the heat fo intenfe and oppreflive as in the camp at Benowm, of which 
mention has been made in a former place*. In fome parts, where the country aftends 
into hills, the air is at all times comparatively cool ; yet rone of the diftrifts which 
I traverfed, could properly be called mountainous. About ‘l*e middle, of June, the 
hot and fultryatmofphere, is 'agitated by violent gufts of wind (called tottnadoes"), ac- 
companied with thunder and rain. Thefe ufher in wh^ Is denominatfed the rainy 
feafon ; which continues until the month of Noveipber. iDurhi this time the diurnal 
rains are very heavy: and the prevtuling winds are from the foutii-weft. The termination 
of the ramy feafon, fs likewife attended with violent tornadoes ; after which the wind 

* Not infertedin thiocxtrad.»-^£dIt. 
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jQiifts to the north«eafli|llind continues to blow from that quErter, during the reit of 
the year.* 

Whefi the wind fets in from the north-eaft it produces a wonderful change in the 
face of the country. The grafs foon becomes dry and withered ; the rivers fubfide 
very rapidly, and many of the trees Ihed their leaves. About this period is commonly 
felt the harmattaTii a dry and parching wind, blowing from the north-eaft, and ac- 
companied by £ thick fmoky haze; through which the fun appears of a dull red colour. 
This wind, in paffing over the great defert of Sahara, acquires^ very ftrong attradion 
for humidity, and parches up every thing expofed to its current. It is, however, 
reckoned very falutary, particularly to Europeans, who generally recover their health 
during its continuance. I experienced immediate relief from ficknefs, both at Dr. 
Laidley’s and at Kamalia, during the harmattan. Indeed, the air, during the rainy 
feafon, is fo loaded with moifture, that clothes, (hoes, trunks, and every thing that is 
not clofe to the fire, become damp and mouldy ; and the inhabitants may he faid to 
live in a fort of vapour bath; but this dry wind braces up the folids, which were 
before relaxed, gives a cheerful flow of fpirits, and is even pleafant to refpiration. Its 
ill eflfefls are, that it produces chaps in the lips, and afflidls many of the natives with 
fore eyes. 

Whenever the grafs is fufficiently dry, the Negroes fet it on firo«; but in Luda- 
mar, and other Moorifli countries, this praftice is not allowed ; for it is upon the 
withered ftubble that the Moors feed their cattle, until the return of the rains. The 
burning the grafs in Handing exhibits a feene of terrific grandeur. In the middle of 
the night, I could fee the plains and mountains, as far ,as my eye could reach, 
varigated with lines of fire ; and the light reflefted on the fky, made the heavens 
appear in a blaze. In the daytime, pillars of fmoke were feen in every direftion; 
while the birds of prey were obferved hovering round the conflagration, and pouncing 
down upon the fnakes, lizards, and other reptiles, which attempted to efcape from 
the flames. This annual burning is foon followed by a frefti and fweet verdure, and 
the country is thereby rendered more healthful and pleafant. 

Of the moft remarkable and important of the vegetable produftions, mention has 
already been made ; and they are nearly the fame in all the diftrifts through which 
I pafled. It is obfervable, however, that although many fpccies of the edible roots 
which grow in the Weft India iflands, are found in Africa, yet I never fafv, in any 
part of my journey, either the fugar-cane, the coffee or the cocoa tree; nor could I 
learn, on inquiry, that they were known to the natives. The pine apple, a^ii^tthe 
thoufand other delicious fruits, which the indultry of civilized man ( improvihjj^the 
bounties of nature', has brought to fuch great perfcdlion in the tropical climates of 
Ameryca, are here equally unknown. I obferved, indeed, a few orange and banana 
trees near the mouth of the Gambia ; but whether they were indigenous, or were 
formerly planted there by fome of the white traders, I could not pofitively learn. ‘ I 
fufpefi that they were originally introduced by the Portuguefe. 

' Concerning property in the foil ; it appeared to me that the lands in native woods 
were confidered as belonging to the King, or (where the government was qet monar- 
chial) totheftate. When any individual of free condition,, had the means of culti- 
vating more land than he a^ually poffeffed, he applied to the chief man of the diftrift, 
who allowed him an extenfilm of territory, on condition* of forfeiture if the lands 
were not brought into. cultivation by a given period. The condition being fulfilled^ 
the foil became veiled in the poffeffor ; and for aught that appeared to me, defeended 
'to his heirs. 
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The population^ however, confidering the extent and of the foil, and the 

eafe with which lahds are obtained, is not very great, in the^'countries which I vifitAi. 
1 found many eictenfive and beautiful diftriOs, entirely deftitute of inhab?*^ants : and in 
general, the borders of the different kingdoms were either very thinly peopled or en- 
tirely deferted. Many plsyses are likewife unfavourable to population, from being un- 
. healthful. The fwampy banks of the Gambia, the Senegal, and . other rivers towards 
the coaft, are of this defcription. Perhaps it is on this account chiefl)|^ thjjit the interior 
countries abound more with inhabitants than the maritime diftrifts ; for all the Negro 
nations that fell under my obfervation, though divided into a number of petty in- 
dependent ftates, fubfift chiefly by the fame mean , live nearly in the lame teippcra- 
ture, and poffefs a wonderful fimilarity of difpofition. The Mandingoes, in r rticular, 
are a very gentle race ; cheerful in their difpofitions, inquifitive, credulous, Ample, 
and fond of flattery. Perhaps the moft prominent defefl in their charafter, was that 
infurmountable propenfity, which the reader mull have obferved to prevail in all 
claffes of them, to ltca\ from me the few effefts I was poffeffed of. For this part 
of their condudl no complete juftification can be offered, becaufe theft is a crime in 
their own cflimation ; and it muft be obferved, that they are not habitually and gene- 
rally giiilty of it towards each other. This, however, is an important circumflance in 
mitigation ; aqd before we pronounce them a more depraved people than anv other, 
it were well to conlider whether the lower order of people in any part of Europe, 
would have acted, under flmilar circumftances, with greater honefty towards a 
ftranger, than the Nc'groes acted towards me. It muft not be forgotten, that the 
laws of the country afforded me no protection ; that every one was at liberty to rob 
me with impunity ; and finally, that fome part of my effcCts were of as great value, 
in the eltimation of the negroes, as pearls and diamonds would have been in. the eyes 
of a European. Let us fuppofe a black merchant of Hindoftan to have found his way 
into the centre of England, with a i'ox of jewels at his back ; and that the laws of the 
kingdom afforded him no fecurity ; in fuch a cafe, the wonder would be, not that the 
ftranger was robbed of any part of his riches, but that any part was left for a fecond 
depredator. Such, on lober reflection, is the judgment 1 have formed concerning the 
pilfering difpofuion of the Mandingo Negroes towards rayfelf. Notwithftanding 1 was 
fo great a fufferer by it, I do not confxder that their natural fenfe of juftice was per- 
verted or extinguilhed : ii w'as overpowered only, for the moment, by the ftrength of 
a temptation which it required no common virtue to refill. 

Jyik the other hand, as fome counterbalance to this depravity in their nature, allow- 
fuch, it is impoffible for me to forget the difinterefted charity, and tender 
folicitude, with which many of thefe poor heathens (from the fovereign of Sego, to 
the poor women who received me at different times into theii' cottages when I xyas 
perilhing of hunger) fympathifed with me in my fufferings } relieved my diftreffes ; 
and contributed to my fafety. This acknowledgment, however, is perhaps more pfu*- 
ticulaily due to the female part of the nation. Among the men, as the reader 
muft have feen, my reception, though generally kind, was fometimes otherwife« It 
varied ^cording to the various tempers of thofe to whom I, made application. The 
hardnel^'of avarice in foma, and the blindnefs of bigotry in others, had clofed up the 
avenues to compaffion^ but I do not recoiled a Angle iuftauce of bardhearte<Mie& 
towards me in the women. In all ray wanderings afid wrr' uhednefs, I found them 
uniformly kind and compalfionate j and I can 'truly fay as my predeceffor Hr. Led- 
yard, has eloquently faid before me } “ To a woman, I never addreffed myfelf in the 
** language of decency and friendihip, without receiving a decent and friehdlj anfwei'. 

« If 
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« I£i| was hungry or wet or fick, they did hot hefitate, like the men, to per- 

form a generous adion. In fo free and fo kind a manner did they contribute to 
my relief; that if I was dry, I drank the fweeteft draught, and if hungry, I eat the 
coarfeft morfel with a double relifli.” 

It is furely reafonable to fuppofe, that the foft and aigiable fympathy of nature, 
which was thus fpontaneoully manifefted towards me in my diftrefs, is difplayed by 
thefe poor people as occafion requires, much more ftrongly towards perfons of their 
own nation and neighbourhood, and efpecially when the objeds of their compaffion are 
endeared to them by the ties of confanguinity. Accordingly, the maternal affeftion 
(neither fuppreffed by the reftraints, nor diverted by the folicitudes of civilized life) is 
every where confpicuous among them ; and creates a correfpondent return of tender' 
ncl's in the child. An illuftration of this has been given 4 “ Strike me,” faid my at- 
tendant, “but do notcurfe my mother.” The fame fentiment I found univerfally to 
prevail, and obferved in all parts of Africa, that the greateft affront which could be 
offered to a Negro, was to refleft on her who gave him birth. , 

It is not ftrange, that this fenfe of filial duty and affection among the Negroes, 
ihould be lefs ardent towards the father than the mother. The fyftem of poligamy, 
while it weakens the father’s attachment, by dividing it among the children of different 
•wives, concentrates all the mother’s jealous tendemefs to one point, the proteflion of 
her own offsprthg. I perceived with great fatisfadtion too, that the maternal folicitude 
extended not only to the growth and fecurity of the perfon, but alfo, in a certain 
degree, to the improvement of the mind of the infant ; for one of the firll leffons in 
which the Mandingo women inftruft their children, is ibe pradicc of truth. In 
the cafe of an unhappy mother, whofe fon was murdered by Moorilh banditti, at 
Funingkedy, her only confolation in her uttermoft diftrefs was the refledion that the 
poor boy, in the courfe of his blamelefs life, had never told a lie. Such teftimony 
rfom a fond mother, on fuch an occafion, muft have operated powerfully on the 
youthful part of the furrounding fpedators. It was at once a tribute of praife to the 
deceafed, and a leffon to the living. 

The Negro women fuckle their children until they are able to walk of themfelves. 
Three years nurfing is not uncommon ; and during this period the hulband devotes 
his whole attention to his other wives. To this pradice it is owing, I prefume, that 
the femily of each wife is feldom very numerous. Few women have more than five 
or fix children. As foon as an infant is able to walk, it is permitted to run about 
with great freedom. I'he mother is not over folicitous to preferve it from flight fidUs, 
and other trifling accidents. A little pradice foon enables the child to take care^f 
itfelf, and experience ads the part of a nurfe. As they advance in life, the girls are 
taught to fpin cotton, and to beat corn, and are inftruded in other domeftic duties ; 
and the'boys are employed in the labours of the field. Both fexes, whether bufli- 
reens or kafirs, on attaining the age of puberty are circumcifed. This painful opera- 
tion is not confidcred by the kafirs fo much in the light of a religious ceremony as a 
matter of convenience and utility. I'hey have, indeed, a fuperftitious notion that it 
contribujes to render tl^e marriage ftate prolific. The opei^tion is perforizi|;d upon 
feveral young people at the fame time ; all of whom are exempted from every' fort of 
labour for twq months afterwards. During this period, they form a fociety called 
Solmam. They vifit the towns and villages in the neighbourhood, where they 
dance and fing, and are well treated by the inhabitants. I had frequently, in the 
courfe of my journey, obferved parties of this deferiptibn, but they were all males. 
I. had, however, an opportunity of feeing a female Solimana at Kamalia. 


In 
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In the courfe of the celebration, it frequently happens tfeat feme of the young 
women get married. If a man takes a fancy to any one of them, it is not c6nf2 
dered a& abfolutely neceflary, that he (hould make an overture to the r;irl herfelfl 
The firft objeft is to agree with the parents, concerning the recomp^ct to be given 
them, for the lofs of the company and fervices of their daughter. 'I'he value of 
two flaves is a common price, ualefs the girl is thought very handfome ■, in which 
cafe, the parents will raife their demand very confiderably. If tljp lover is rich 
enough, and willing to give the fum demanded, he then communicates his wiihes to 
the damfel ; but her confent is by no means neceflary to the match ; for if the parents 
^grec to it, and eat a few kolla-nuts, which are prefoi tod by the fuitor as an eamefl; of 
the bargain, the young lady mult either have the man of their choice, or f ntinue 
unmarried, for flie cannot afterwards be given to another. If the parents Ihottld 
attempt it, the lover is then authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon, 
the girl as his flave. When the day for celebrating the nuptials is fixed on, a feleff 
number of people are \nvited to be prefent at the wedding ; a bullock or goat is 
killed, and great plenty of viftuals drefled for the occafion. As foon as it is dark-, 
the bride is conducted into a hut, where a company of matrons aflill in arranging 
the wedding drefs, which is always white cotton, and is put on in fuch a maimer as 
to conceal the bride from head to foot. Thus arrayed, lire is feated upon a mat, in 
the middle of the floor, aitd the old women place themfelves in a circle round her. 
They then give her a lories of inftrudions, and point out, with great propriety, 
what ought to be her future condudl in life. This feene of inftruflion, however, is 
frequently interrupted by girls, who amufe the conrpany with fongs and dances, which 
are rather more remai-kable for their gaiety than delicacy. While the bride semains 
within the hut with the women, the bridegroom devotes his attention to the guells of 
both foxes, who aflenible without doors, and by diftributing among them fmall pre« 
fents of kolla-nuts, and feeing iho very one partakes of the good cheer which is 
provided, he contributes much to the general hilarity of the evening. When fupper 
is ended, the company fpend the remainder of the night in fipging and dancing, 
and feldom feparate until day-break. About midnight the bride is privately con* 
dudled by the women into the hut which is to be her future refidence j and the 
bridegroom, upon a fignal given, retires from his company. The new married 
couple, however, arc always dilturbcd towards morning by the women, who aflemble 
to infpeft the nuptial fliect (according to the manners of the ancient Hebrews, as re- 
coiTfl^d in Icripture), and dance round it. This ceremony is thought indilpenfably 
nc*COTar) , nor is the marriage confidered as valid without it. 

The Negroes, as hath been frequently obferved, whether Mahemedan or Pagan, 
allow a plurality oi wives. The Mahomedans alone, are by their religion confiiuxl to 
four ; and as the Iiufltand commonly pays a great price for each, he requires iVuin all 
of them thc! utmoft dcierence and fubmiflion, and treats them more like hired fer- 
vanls than companions. They have, however, thc management of domcftic affairs, and 
each in rotation is miftrefs of the houfchold, and has the care of drefling the victuals, 
overlooj^ipg the female Haves, &c. But though the African b'-ift>^iids are pojjefled of 
great authority over their wives, I did not obferve, that in general they treat them 
with cruelty j neither difl I perceive that mean jealoufy in ihcit diipofitions, which is 
fo prevalent among the Moors. They permit their wives t" partake of all public 
diverfions, and this indulgence is feldom abufed ; for thou i the Negro women are 
very cheerful and frank in tlleir behaviour, they are by no means given to intrigue*: 
I believe that inftahees of conjugal infidelity are not common. When the fvi’ es quar- 
rel 
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themfelves,4k'circum(hnce which from the nature of thar fituAtiom, mud 
j&equently'^happen, the .hufband decides between them ; and fometimes fin(|^ it ne< 
ceflary to adminifter a little corporal 'chaftifement, before tranquillity can be reftored. 
Bbt it any one of the ladies co&iplains to the chief of the town, that her huiband has 
unjuftly puniflied her, and Ihewn an undue partiality to foijae other of his wives, the 
affair is brought to a public trial. In thefe palavers^ however, which are conducted 
chiefly by married men, I was informed that the complaint of the wife, is not al- 
ways conlidered in a very ferious light ; and the complainant herfelf is fometimes 
conviAed of ftrife and contentjpn, and left without remedy. If fhe murmurs a 
the decifion of the court, the magic rod of Mumbo Jumbo foon puts an end to the 
buflnefs. 

The children of the Mandingoes are not always nan»d after their relations ; but 
frequently in confequence of fome remarkable occurrAice. Thus, my landlord at 
Kamalia, was called Karfa, a word fignifying to replace / becaufe he was bom Ihortly 
after the death of one his brothers. Other names are deforiptive of good or bad 
<jualities ; as Modiy “■ a good man Fadibba, “ father of the town,” &c. : indeed the 
very names of their towns have fomething deferiptive in them ; as Sibidooloo, “ the town 
of ciboa trees;” KenneyetOy “ viftuals here;” DofitUy lift your fpoon.” Others feem 
to be given by way of reproach, as Bammakoo, “ wafh a crocodile ;” KsrankallUy no 
cup to drink from,” &c. A child is named, when it is feven or eight days old. The 
ceremony commences by (having the infant's head ; and a di(h called DegOy made of 
pounded corn and four milk, is prepared for the guefts. If the parents are rich, a (heep 
or a goat is commonly ’added. The feaft is called Ding koon lecy “ the child’s head 
(having;” During my (lay at Kamalia, I was prefent at four different feafts of this 
kind, and the ceremony was the fame in each, whether the child belonged to a ’bufh- 
reen or a kafir. The fchoolmader, who officiated as pried on thefe occafions, and 
who is necefliarily a bufhreen, fird faid a long prayer over the dega ; during which 
every perfon prefent took hold of the brim of the calabafh with his right hand. After 
this, the fchoolmader took the child in his arms, and faid a fecond prayer ; in which 
be repeatedly folicited the bleffing of God upon the child, and upon all the company. 
When this prayer was ended, he whifpered a few fentences in the child's ear, and fpit 
three times in its face ; after which he pronounced his name aloud, and returned the 
infant to the mother. This part of the ceremony being ended the father of the child 
divided the dega into a number of balls, one of which he didributed to every perfon 
prefent. And inquiry was then made, if any perfon in the town was dangcroully 
it bring ufual, in fuch cafes, to fend the party a large portion of the dega ; which is 
thought to pofTefs great medical virtues. * 

Amoijg the Negroes, every individual, befides his own proper name, has likewife 
a kontongy or fumame, to denote the family or clan to which he belongs. Some of thefe 
families are very numerous and powerful. It is impoffible to enumerate the various 
kontongs which arc found in different parts of the country ; though the knowledge of 
many of them is of great fervice to the traveller : for as every Negro plumes himfelf 
upon th» importance or the antiquity of his clan, he is much flattened when 4||l^is ad- 
dreffed by his kontong. 

Salutations among the Negroes to each other, when they meet, are always obferved; 
but thofe in mod general ule among the kafirs, are Abbe haeretto — E ning feniy — ^ 

** Soon after ba^tifm, the children are marked in different parts of tfic ikin, in a manner refembling what 
U'cailed/o/ledMagin the South-fea Iflamda. 
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jinawnriihc.^\ of which have nearly the fame meaning, and fignify, are you •i^el 0 ks xq 
that effect. There are likewife falutations which are ufed at different times bf the day, 
as E nitrg fomo, good morning, &c. The generaf anfwer to all falutations is to repeat 
the koniong of the perfon who falutes, or elfe to repeat the falutation hie If, firft pro- 
nouncing the word marhabn^ my friend. 


CHAP. VII. — The Account of the Mandingoes cotilhmed. — Their Notions in refpeSt 
of the Planetary Bodies, and the Figure of the lii^rfh. — Their religious Opinions, 

and Belief in a Future State Their Difeafes and Methods of Treatment. Their 

Funeral Ceremonies, Amufements, Oeeupations, Diet, Arts, ManufaClvrrs, Lr. 

THE Mandingoes, and, lli<ilieve, the Negroes in general, have no artificial method 
nf dividing time. They calculate the years by the number of rainy fcafons. They por- 
tion the year into moons, and reckon the days by fo many funs. The day they divide 
into morning, mid-day, ‘and evening ; and further fubdivide it, when neceffary, by 
pointing to the fun’s place in the heavens. I frequently inquired of feme of them 
what became of the liin during the night, and whether we fhould fee the fame fun, 
or a different one, in the morning : but I found that they confidered the queftion 
as very childilh. The fubjeft appeared to them as placed beyond the reach of human 
invclligaiiun ; they had never indulged a conjcGure, nor formed any hypothefis about 
the matter. The moon, by varying her form, has more attracted their attention. 
On the firft appearance of the new moon, which they look up»n to be newly created, 
the Pagan natives, as well as Mahomedans, fay a Ihort prayer ; and this feems to.be the 
only vilible adoration which the kafirs offer up to the Supreme Being. This prayer is 
pronounced in a whifper ; the party holding up his hands before his face : its purport 
(as I have been affured by many different people) is to return thanks to God for his 
kindnefs through the exiftcnce oi' tue paft moon, and to folicit a continuation of his 
favour during that of the new one. At the conclufion, they fpit upon their hands, 
and rub them over their faces. This feems to be nearly the iame ceremony which 
prevailed among the heatlicns in the days of Job. * 

Great attention, however, is paid to the changes of this luminary, in its monthly 
courfe : and it is thought "ery unluclcy to begin a journey or any other work of con- 
fequcncc in the laft quarter. An cclipfe, whether of the fun or moon, is fuppofed to 
be t'ffcfted by witchcraft. The ftars arc very little regarded j and the whole ftudy of 
aftrdttomy appears to them as a ufelefs purfuit, and attended to by fuch perfons only 
as deal in magic. 

Their notions of geography are equally puerile. They imagine that the world is 
an extended plain, the termination of which no eye has difeovered ; it being, th'ey fay, 
overhung with clouds and darknefs. They deferibe the fea as a large river of fait water, 
on the farther fliore of which is fituated a country called Tohaubo doo, “ the land of 
the white people.” At a diftance from Tobaubo doo, they deferibe another country, 
which they alledgc is inhabited by cannibals of a gigantic fize, called Koomi. This 
country %ey call Jong fang doc, “ the land where the flaves ‘are fold.” Buf of all 
countries in the world thrir own appears 10 them as the beft, and their pwn people as 
the happieft ; and they pity the fate of other nations who havt been placpd by Provi- 
dence in lefs fertile and lefs fortunate diftritfs. 

* ^ Chap xxxi. ver. 26, 27, 28. 
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. (Sine of the religiouii opinions of the Negroes, though blended with the weakeft cre- 
dulity and* fuperftition, are not unworthy of attention. I have converfed with all ranks 
and conditions upon the fubjeft of their faith, and can pronounce, without the fmall- 
eft flmdow of doubt, that the belief of one God, and of a future llate of reward and 
puniihment is entire and univerfal among them. It is re^iarkable, however, that ex- 
cept on the appearance of a new moon, as before related, the Pagan natives do not 
think it necellifry to offer up prayers and fupplications to the Almighty. They repre- 
fent the Deity, imleed, as the creator and preferver of all things ; but in general they 
confider him as a Being fo remote, and of fo exalted a nature, that it is idle to imagine 
the feeble fupplications of wretched mortals can reverie the decrees and change the 
purpofes of unerring Wifdom. If ihc'y are alkcd for what reafon then do they offer 
up a prayer on the appearance of the new moon; the anlivver ks, that cuftom has made 
it ncceffary ; they do it, bccaufe their fathers did it befdre them. Such is the blindnds 
of unaffilled nature ! The concerns of this world, they believe, are committed by the 
Almighty to the fuperintendance and direftion of fubordinat/.* fpirits, over whom they 
fuppole that certain magical ceremonies have great influence. A white fowl fuf- 
pended to the branch of a particular tree ; a fnake’s head, or a few handfuls of fruit, 
are offerings which ignorance and fuperftition frequently prefent, to deprecate the 
wrath, or to conciliate the favour of thefe tutelary agents. But it is not often that 
the Negroes make their religious opinions the fubjefl: of converfation : when interro- 
gated, in particular concerning their ideas of a future Hate, they exprefs themfelves 
with great reverence, but endeavour to fliorten the difeuflion by obferving — mo o 
tno inta alloy “ no man *knows any thing about it.” They are content, they fay, to 
follow *the precepts and examples of their forefathers, through the various viciffitudes 
of life ; and when this world prefents no objects of enjoyment or comfort, they feem 
to look with anxiety towards another, which they believe will be better fuited to their 
natures ; but concerning which they are far from indulging vain and dclufive con- 
jefturcs. 

The Mandingoes feldom attain extreme old age. At forty, moft of them become 
grey haired, and covered with wrinkles; and but few of themfurvive the age of fifty- 
five or fixty. They calculate the years of their lives, as I have already obferved, by 
the number of rainy feafons (there being but one fuch in the year) ; and diftinguilh 
each year by a particular name, founded on feme remarkable occurrence which hap- 
pened in that year. Thus they fay the year of the Farbanna war ; the year of the 
Kaarla war ; the year on which Gadou was plundered^ tsfe. ; and 1 have no dpubt 
that the year 1796, will in many places be diftinguiflied by the name of Tobaubo iambi 
fangy “ the year the white man palTed as fuch an occurrence would naturally form an 
epoch VP their traditional hiftory. 

But notwithftanding that longevity is uncommon among them, it appeared to me, 
that their difeafes are but few in number. Their fimple diet, and adive way of life, 
preferve them from many of thofe diforders which imbitter the days of luxury and idle- 
nefs. Fevers and fluxes are the moll common, and the moft fatal. For thefe, they 
generally apply faphics fo different parts of the body, and perform a great n^py other 
fuperftitious ceremonies ; fome of which are, indeed, welh calculated to infpf!% the pa- 
ticn- with the'hope of recovery, and divert his mind from brooding over his own dan- 
g#r. But I have fometimes obferved among them a more fyftcmatic mode of treatment, 
pn the fil ft attack of affever, when the patient complains of cold, he is frequently 
placed in a fort of vapour : this is done by fpreading branches of the naucUa orientalis 
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vpon hot wood embers, and laying the patient upon them, wrapped up in a Iftrge 
cotton cloth. Water is then fprinkled upon the branches, which defcending to thd 
hot embers, foon covers the patient with a cloud c£ vapour, in which he is allowed to 
remain until the embers are almoft extinguiflied. This^radice commonly produces a 
profufe perfpiration, and wonderfully relieves the fufferer. 

For the djrfentery, they ule the bark of different trees reduced to powder, and mixed 
with the patient’s food; but this praftice is in general very unfuccefsful* 

The other difeafes which prevail among the Negroes, are the yaws : the elepbantiajis ; 
and a leprofy of the very word kind. This lad mentioned ' complaint appears, at the 
beginning, in fcurfy fpots upon different parts of the ' >ody, which finally fettle upon the 
hands or feet, where the Ikin becomes withered, and cracks in many places. ’ongth, 
the ends of the fingers fwell and ulcerate ; the difcharge is acrid and fetid ; the nails 
drop off, and the bones of the "fingers become carious, and feparate at the joints. ' In 
this manner the difeafe continues to fpread, frequently until the patient lofes all his 
fingers and toes. Even she hands and feet are fometimes dedroyed by this inveterate 
malady, to which the Negroes give the name of balla jou, “ incurable.'* 

The Guinea worm is likewife very common in certain places, efpecially at the com- 
mencement of the rainy feafon. The Negroes attribute this difeafe, which has been 
deferibed by many writers, to bad water ; and allege that the people who drink from 
wells are more fubjeft to it than thofe who ^jlrink from dreams. To the fame 
caufe, they attribute the fwelling of the glands of the neck (goitres), which are very 
common in fome parts of Bambarra. I obferved alfo, in the interior countries, a 
few indances of fimple gonorrhoea j but never the confirmed lues. On the whole it 
appeared to me that the Negroes are better furgeons than phyficians. I found them 
very fuCCefsful in their management of fraftures and diflocations, and their fplints and 
bandages are fimple and eafily removed. The patient is laid upon a foft mat, and 
the fraftured limb is frequently batl -^'d with cold water. All abceffes they open with 
the adual cautery : and the dreffings are coinpofed of either foft leaves, Shea butter, or 
cows’ dung, as the cafe feems, in their judgment, to require. Towards the coad, 
where a fupply of European lancets can be procured, they fometimes perform phlebo- 
tomy ; and in cafes of local inflammation, a curious fort of cupping is pradifed. This 
operation is performed by making incifions in the part, and applying to it a bullock’s 
horn, with a fmall hole in the end. The operator then takes a piece of bees-wax in 
his iqouth, and putting his lips to the hole, extrads the air from the horn ; and by a 
dexterous ufe of his tongue, dops up the hole with the wax. This method is found 
to anfwer the purpofe, and in general produces a plentiful difcharge. 

"When a perfon of confequence dies, the relations and ncighbourr meet together, and 
manifed their forrow by loud and difraal bowlings. A bullock or goat is killed for 
fuch perfons as come to aflid at the funeral ; which generally takes place in the even- 
ing of the fame day on which the party died. The Negroes have no appropriate burial 
places, and frequently dig the grave in the floor of the deceafed’s hut, or in the fhade 
of a favourite tree. The body is dreffed in white cotton, and wrapped up in a mat. 
It is carri^ to the grave in the dufle of the evening by the relations. If the ^rave is 
without tiie walls of the jown, a number of prickly bulhes are laid upon it, to prevent 
the wolves from digging up the body } but I never obferved that any done was placed 
over the grave, as a monument or memorial. 

Hitherto I have confidered the Negroes chiefly in a moral I’^pt ; and confined myfelf 
to the mod prominent features’ in their mental charader ^ their domedic amufements*, 
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/>ccnpations, and diet ; their arts dnd manufaftures, with fome other fubordinate objeds, 
are now t*o be noticed. 

Of their mufic and dances, fome* account has incidentally been given in different 
parts of my journal. On the' firft of thefe heads, I have now to add a lift of their mu- 
fical inftruments, the principal of which are, — the kooniin^, a fort of guitar, with three 
firings ; — e korro, a large harp, with eighteen firings; — the fmbing^ a fmall harp 
with feven firings ; — the balafou^ an inftrument compofed of twenty pieces of hard 
wood of different lengths, with the fhells of gourds hung underneath, to incrcafe the 
found ; — the tangtang^ a drum, open at the lower end ; and laftly, the tabala^ a large 
drum, commonly ufed to fpread an alarm through the country. Befides thefe, they 
make ufe of finall flutes, bowftrings, elephants’ teeth, and bells ; and at all their 
dances and concerts clapping of hands appears to conftitute a neceffary part of the 
chorus. * 

With the love of mufic is naturally conneded a tafte for poetry ; and, fortunately 
for the poets of Africa, they are in a great meafure exempted from that negled and 
indigence, which in more polilhed countri(?s commonly attend the votaries of the 
Muies. They confift of two claffes ; the moft numerous are the finging-mcn, called 
Jilli kea, mentioned in a former part of my narrative. One or more of thefe may be 
found in every town. They fing extempore fongs in honour of thoir chief men, or 
any other perfons who are willing to#give “ folid pudding for empty praife.” But a 
nobler part of their office is to recite the hiftorical events of their country : hence, in 
war, they accompany the foldiers to the field in order, by reciting the great adtions of 
their anceftors, to awtiken in theih a fpirit of glorious emulation. The other clafs 
are ddvotccs of the Mahometan faith, who travel about the country, finging devout 
hymns, and performing religious ceremonies, to conciliate the favour of tlie Ahnighty ; 
either in averting calamity, or enfuring fuccefs to any enterprife. Both defcripiions of 
thefe itinerant bards are much employed and refpedled by the people, and very liberal 
contributions are made for them. 

The ufuai diet of the Negroes is fomewhat different in different diftridls ; in general, 
the people of free condition breakfaft about daybreak, upon gruel made of meal and 
water, with a little of the fruit of the tamarind, to give it an acid tafte. About two 
o’clock in the afternoon, a fort of hafty puddings with a little Shea butter, is the com- 
mon meal ; but the fupper conftitutes the principal repaft, and is feldom ready be- 
fore midnight. This confifts almoft univerfally of koulkous, with a fmall portjon of 
animal food, or Shea butter, mixed with it. In eating, the Kafirs as well as Maho- 
inedans, ufe the right hand only. 

The beverage of the Pagan Negroes are beer and mead ; of each of which they fre- 
quently drink to excefs. The Mahomedan converts drink nothing but water. The 
natives of all deferiptions take fnulf, and finokc tobacco ; their pipes are made of 
wood, with an earthen bowl of curious workmanfhip. But in the interior countries, 
the greateft of all luxuries is fait. It would appear ftrange to an European, to fee a 
diild fuck a piece of rock-falt, as if it were fugar. This, however, I have frequently 
feen ; although, in the^nland parts, the poorer clafs of inhabitants are fo very rarely 
indulged with this precious article, that to fay a man eati fa^t loith his viSluals, is the 
fame as faying, he is a ri^ man. I have myfelf fuffered great inconvenience from the 
fcarcity of this article. The long ufe of vegetable food creates lb painful a longing for 
fait, that no words canfufficiently del'cribe it. 

The Negroes in general, and the Mandingoes in particular, are confidered by the 
whites on the coaft as an indolent and inablive people ; I think without reafon. The 
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nature of the climate is, indeed, unfavourable to great exertion ; but furely a peopje 
cannot juftly be denominated habitually indolent, whole wants are fuppliet!,*not by the 
fpontaneous pvoduftions of nature, but by thei^ own exertions. Few people work 
harder, when occafion requires, than the Mandingoes*; but not . having many oppor- 
tunities of turning to advantage the fiiperfluous produce of their labour, they are con- 
tent with cultivating as much ground only as is necefl'ary for their own fupport. The 
labours of the field give them pretty full employment during the rains y and in the dry 
feafon, the people who live in the vicinity of large rivers employ thcmfelves chiefly in 
filhing. The fifh arc taken in wicker bafkets, or with fmall cotton nets ; and arc pre- 
ferved by being firfl dried in the fun, and afterwards rubbed with Shea butter, to pre- 
vent them from contrading frelh moifture. Others of the natives empl'sy thcmfelves 
in hunting. Thoir weapons* arc bows and arrows ; but the arrows in common ufc 
are not poifoned *. They are very dexterous markfmen, and will hit a lizard on a 
tree, or any other fmall objed, at an amazing diftance. They likewife kill Guinea- 
fowls, partridges, and pigeons, but never on the wing. While the men are occupied in 
thefe purfuits, the women are very diligent in manufafturing cotton cloth. They pre- 
pare the cotton for fpinning, by laying it in fmall quantities at a time, upon a fuiooth 
ftonc, or piece of wood, and rolling the feeds out with a thick iron fpindle ; and they 
I’pin it with the' diflaff. The thread is not fine, but well twifted, and makes a very 
durable cloth. A woman, with common diligence, will fpin from fix to nine garments 
of this cloth in one year ; which, according to its finenefs, will fell for a minkvilli and a 
iialf, or |;vvo minkallies cachf . The weaving is performed by the men. The loom is 
made exactly upon the fame principle as that of Europe ; but fo fmall and narrow, that 
the web is feldom more than four inches broad. Tlie fhuttle is of the common con- 
flrudio'h ; but as the thread is coarfe, the chamber is fomewhat larger than the 
European. 

The women dy'cthis cloth of a . a and lafting blue colour, by the following fimple 
procefs : the lea.cs of the indigo when frefh gathered, are pounded in a wooden mortar, 
and mixed in a large ea '‘then jar, with a flrong ley of wooa a. flics; chamber-ley is 
fometimes added. The cloth is fteoped in this mixture, and allowed to remain until 
it has acquired the proper fhadc. In Kaarta and Ludamar, where the indigo is not 
plentiful, they collet! the loaves, and dry them in the fun ; and when they wifli to ufc 
them, they reduce a fufficient quantity to powder, and mix it with the ley as before 
mentioned. Either way, the colour is very beautiful, with a fine purple glofs ; and 
equal, in my opinion, to the bed Indian or European blue. Tin’s cloth is cut into 
various pieces, and fowed into garments, with needles of the natives’ own making. 

As the arts of weaving, dying, lewing, &c. may eafily be acquired, thofe who 
excrcife them are not confidered in Africa as following any particular profcfljon ; for 
almod every flave can weave, and every boy can few. The only artifis which are 
diftindly acknowledged as fuch by the Negroes, and who value themfclves on exercifing 
appropriate and peculiar trades, are the manufadlurers of leather and of iron. The 
firft of thefe, are called Karrankca (or as the word is fometimes pronounced, Goun- 

* • 

• Poifoned .irrows are iifeij cliltfly in war. The poifon, which is faid to be very deadly, is prepared 
from a ftirub called jtoooa (a fpccics of ef/j;Ve/), which is very common in tlit. woods. IJ he leaves of this 
ffarub, when boiled with a fniali quantity of water, yield a thick black jii!'. *, into which the Negroes clip 
a cotton thread ; this thread they fallen round the iron <of the arrov , ■’ Aich a manner that it is aimoit 
impolTible to extra6f the arrow, wltfu it has funk beyond the barbs, wiihout leaviiig.the iron point, auJ 
the poifoned thread, iq the wound. * 

+ A minkalli is a quantity of gold, nearly equal iti value to ten fttillings fterltng . 



68o |jpAIlK*S THAVELS IN AFRICA. 

^ay"). They arc to be found in almoft every town, and they frequently travel through 
the country in the excrcife of their calling. They tan and drefs leather with very 
great expedition, by fteeping the hidfc firll in a mixture of wood-afhes and water, until 
k parts with the hair; and afterwards by ufing the poynded leaves of a tree called 
gooj as an aflringent. They are at great pains to render^ the hide as foft and pliant 
as poflible, by rubbing it frequently between their hands, and beating it upon a ftone. 
The hides of •bullocks are converted chiefly into fandals, atid therefore require lei's 
care in drefling than the flvins of flieep and goats, which are ul'ed for covering quivers 
and faphies, and in making Ihcaths for fwords and knives, belts, pockets, and a 
variety of ornaments. Theie flcins are commonly dyed of a red or yellow colour ; 
the red, by means of millet (talks reduced to powder; and the yellow, by the root of 
a plant the name of which I have forgotten. * 

• T he maniifadiires in iron are not fo numerous as Ihe Karrankcas ; ; but they ap- 
pear to have lludiod their bufinefs with equal diligence. The Negroes on the coall 
b('ing cheaply fupplied with iron from the European traders,*never attempt the manu- 
facturing of this article themfelves ; but in the inland parts, the natives fmelt this ufe- 
ful metal in fuch quantities, as not only to fupply themfelves from it with all necellary 
weapons and iidtniments, but even to make it an article of commerce with fomc of 
the neighbouring dates. During my Hay at Kamalia, there was a fm^liing furnace at 
a Ihort didance from the hut where i lodged, and the owner and his workmen made 
no fecret about the manner of conducting the operation ; and readily allowed me to 
exatnine the furnace, and aflld them in breaking the iron done. 'I'he furnace was a 
circular tower of clay, about ten feet high, and three in diameter ; furrounded in two 
places Vith witlies, to prevent the clay from cracking and falling to pieces by the vio- 
lence of the heat. Round the lower part, on a level with the ground (but not fd low as 
the bottom of the funiacc, which was fomewhat concave), were made feven openings, 
into every one of which were placed three tubes of clay, and the openings again 
pladered up in fuch a manner that no air could enter the furnace, but through the 
tubes ; by the opening and ihutting of which they regulated the fire. Thefe tubes 
w^ere formed by plaftering a mixture of clay and grafs round a fraooth roller of 
wood, which as foon as the clay began to harden was withdrawn, and the tube left to 
dry in the fun. The iron-done which I faw was very heavy and of a dull red colour, 
with greyilli (peeks ; it was broken into pieces about the fize of a hen’s egg. A bun- 
dle of dry wood was fird put into the furnace, and covered with a confiderable quan- 
tity of charcoal, which was brought ready burnt from the woods. Over this was laid 
a dratum of iron-done, and then another of charcoal, and fo on, until the furnace 
was quite full. The fire was applied through one of the tubes, and blown for fome 
lime wijh a bellows made of goats’ (kins. The operation went on very (lowly at fird, 
and it was fome hours before the flame appeared above the furnace ; but after this, it 
burnt with great violence all the fird night ; and the people who attended put in at 
times more charcoal. On the day following the fire was not fo fierce, and on the 
feCond night fome of the tubes were withdrawn, and the air allowed to have freer 
accefs to tbe furnace ; bttt the heat was dill very great, and a blui(h flame rofe fome 
feet above the top of the furnace. On the third day from’ the commencement -of the 
operation, all * the tubes were taken out, the ends of many of them being vitrified 
with the heat ; but the metal was nof removed until fome 'days afterwards, when the 
whole was penfedly cool. Part of the furnace was the;i taken down, and the iron 
appeared in the form of a large irregular mafs, with pieces of charcoal adhering to 
if. It was fonorous ; and when any portion was broken off, the fradure exhibited 
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a granulated appearance, like broken fled. Tlie owner informed me that many parts 
of this cake were ufelefs, but ftill there w'as good iron enough to repay him for hiS 
trouble. This iron, or rather fteel,. is formed, into various infl:rutnent'^ by being 
repeatedly heated in a forge, the heat of which is urged by a pair of dounle bellows,, 
of a very fimplc coiiftrudion, ‘being made of two goats’ Ikins ; the tubes from which 
unite, before they enter the forge, and fupply a conilant and very regular blaft. 
The hammer, forceps, and anvil are all very Ample, and the workm^fllip (particu- 
larly in the formation of knives and fpears) is not deditute of merit. The iron,, 
indeed, is hard and brittle} and requires much labour before it can be made to- 
anfwer the purpofe. 

Moft of the African blackfmiths are acquainted alio with the method of A elting 
gold, in which procefs they.ufe an alkaline fait, obtained from a ley of burnt 
corn-flalks evaporated to drynefs. They likewife draw the gold into wire, and 
form it into a variety of ornaments, fome of which are executed with a great deal 
of tafte and ingenuity. , 

Such is the chief information I obtained concerning the prefent date of arts 
and inan>ifa£lurcs in thofe regions of Africa which I explored in my journey. I might 
add, though it is fcarce worthy obfervation, that in Bambarra and Kaarta, the natives 
make very bcauljful balkets, hats, and other articles, both for ufe and ornament, from 
rujhes, which they ftaiii of different colours ; and they contrive alfo to cover their cala- 
baflics with interwoven cane, dyed in the fame manner. 

In all the laborious occupations above deferibed, the mafter and ^is Haves work, 
together, without any diftinction of fuperiority. Hired fervftnts, by which I mean 
perfons of free condition, voluntarily working for pay, are unknown in Africa; and 
this obfervation naturally leads me to coniider the condition of the Haves, and the 
various means by which they are reduced to fo miferable a Hate of fervitude. This 
unfortunate clafs are found, I believe . in all parts of this extenfive country, and confti- 
tute a confiJcrable branch of commerce, with, the ftates on the Mediterranean, as- 
well as with the nations of Europe. 


CHAP. VIII. — Obfervations concerning the State and Sources of Slavery in Africa. 

A STATE of fubordination, and certain inequalities of rank and condition, are 
inevitable in every ftage of civil fodety ; but when this fubordination is carried to fo 
great a length, that the perfons and fervices of one part of the community are entirely 
at the difpofal of another part, it may then be denominated a Hate of flavery ; and 
in this condition of life, a great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have con- 
tinued from the moft early period of their hiftory ; with this aggravation, that their 
children are born to no other inheritance. 

The Haves in Africa, I fuppofe, are nearly la the proportion of three to one to the 
freemen. I’hcy claim no reward for their fervices, except food and clothing ; and a»e 
treated with kinduefs or feverity, according to the good or l>'id difpofition gf their 
mafters. Cuftom, howevcis has eftablilhed certain rules with regard to the treatment 
of Haves, which it is thought diflionourable to violate. Thus, the domeftic Haves, or ‘ 
I’uch as are born in a man’s own houfe, are treated with more f nity than thofe which 
are purchafed with money. The authority of tllb mafter ove. ^liie domeftic Have, as I. 
have elfewhere obferved, extends only to reafonable corredion : for the mafter cannof 
fell his domeftic. Without having firft brought him to a public. trial, before the chief 
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men of the place*. But thefe reftri< 5 tions on the power of the mailer extend not 
to the cafe'of prifoners taken in war, nor to that of flaves purchafed with money. 
All thefe' unfortunate beings are confidered as ftrangers and foreigners, who have no 
right to tlu' protection of the' law, and may be treated with feverity, or fold to a 
llrangcr, according to the pleafurc of their owners. There are, indeed, regular mar- 
kets where H ives of this defeription are bought and fold ; and the value of a Have 
in the eye of ai». African purchafer, incroafes in proportion to his diftance from his 
native kingdom ; for when flaves arc only a few days’ journey from the place of their 
nativirv, they frequently efFe£l their cfcapc ; but when one or more kingdoms inter- 
vene, cfcapc being more diflicult, they are more readily reconciled to their fituation. 
On this account the unhappy Have is frequently transferred from one dealer to another, 
until he has loll all hopes of returning to his native kingdom. The flaves which are 
purchafed by the Europeans on the coaft, arc chiefly of this defeription; a few of 
them are collctlcd in the petty wars, hereafter to be deferibed, which take place near 
the coalt ; but by far the greater number are brought down ki large caravans from the 
inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name, to the Europeans. 
The flaves which are thus brought from the interior, may be divided into two dif- 
tinfl claflts ; firjl^ fuch as were flaves from their birth, having been born of enflaved 
mothers ; fccondh, fuch as were born free, but who afterwards, by v/hatever means, 
becatne flaves. Thofe of the fird defeription are by far the moil numerous ; for 
prifoners taken in war (av lead fuch as are taken in open and declared war, when one 
kingdom avows hoftililics againd another) arc generally of this defeription. 'I’hc com- 
paratively fniall proportion of free people to the enflaved, throughout Africa, has 
already been noticed; and it mud be obferved, that men of free condition have 
many advantages over the flaves, even in w'ar time. They are in general better armed, 
and well mounted ; and can either fight or efcape with fomc hopes of fuccefs ; but 
the flaves, who have only their fpcars and bows, and of whom great numbers are 
loaded with baggage, become an cafy prey. Thus, when Manfong, King of liambarra, 
made war upon Kaarta (as I have related in a former Chapter), he took in one day 
nine hundred prifoners, of which number not more than feventy were free men. This 
account I received from Daman Jumma, who had thirty flaves at Kemmoo, all of 
whom were made prifoners by Manfong. Again, when a freeman is taken prifoncr, his 
friends will fometimes ranfom him by giving two flaves in exchange; but when a Have 
is taken,' he has no hopes of fuch redemption. To thefe difadvantages it is to be 
added, that the Slatees, who purchafe flaves in the interior countries, and carry them 
down to the coaft for fale, conftantly prefer fuch as have been in that condition of life 
from their infancy, w'cll knowing that thefe have been accuftomed to hunger and 
fatigue^ and are better able tofuftain the hardfhips of a long and painful journey than 
free men ; and on their reaching the coaft, if no opportunity offers of felling them to 
advantage, they can cafily be made to maintain themfelves by their labour; neither 
are they fo apt to attempt making their efcape, as thofe who have once tafted the 
bieflings of freedom. 

Slaver of the fecond defeription, generally become fuch by one or other of the 
following caufes, i. Captivity. 2. Famine. 3. Infolvency. ^4. Crimes. A freeman 

^ In time of famine, the mafter is pemitted to fell one or more of liis donu dics, to purchafe pro- 
vi/iont for hid family ; and in cafe of the maild’s infolvency, the domcdlc flaves are lotnetimcsfeizcd upon 
by ^he creditors and if lhe*mailer cannot redeem them, they are liable to be fold for payment of hia 
debts* Thefe are tVie only cafes that I recollc6l. In which the domcltic flaves arc^liable to be fold,, with- 
out any mifeondud or demeut of their own. 
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may, by the eftabliflied cuftoms of Africa, become a flave by being taken in w*. 
War is, of all others, the moft produftive fource, and was probably tbo origin of 
llavery ; for when one nation had taken from a’nothei; a greater numbtr of captives 
than could be exchanged on equal terms, it is natural to fuppofe that the conquerors,’' 
finding it inconvenient to maintain their prifoners, would compel them to labour ; 
at firft, perhaps, only for their own fupport, but afterwards to fupport their maftcrs. 
Be this as it may, it is a known fa£t, that prifoners of war in Africa are the Haves of 
the conquerors; and when the weak or unfuccefsful warrior begs for mercy beneath 
the uplifted fpear of his opponent, he gives up at rb ■ fame time his claim to liberty, 
and purchafes his life at the expence of his freedom. 

In a country, divided into a thoufand petty ftates, moftly independent and jealous 
of each other ; where ever/ freeman is accuftomed to arms, and fond of military 
achievements ; where the youtti who has praftifed the bow and fpear from his infancy, 
longs for nothing fo much as an opportunity to difplay his valour, it is natural to 
imagine that wars frequently originate from very frivolous provocation. ,, When one 
nation is more powerful than another, a pretext is feldom wanting for commencing 
hoftilities. Thus the war between Kajaaga and Kaffon was occafioned by the detention 
of a fugitive flave : that between Bambarra and Kaarta by the lofs of a few cat lie. 
Other cafes of the fame nature perpetually occur, in which the folly or mad ambition 
of their princes, and the zeal of their religious enthufiafts give full employment to the 
feythe of defolation. 

The wars of Africa are of two kinds, which arc diflinguiflaed by different appel- 
lations : that fpecies which bears the greateft refernblance to our European contefts, 
is denominated kilU, a word fignifying “ to call out,” becaufe fuch wars are 
openly avowed and previoufly declared. Wars of this defeription in Africa com- 
monly terminate, however, in the courfe of a finglc campaign. A battle is fought ; 
the vanquiflied feldom think of r^d./ing again ; the whole inhabitants become panic 
ftruck ; and the conquerors have only to bind the flaves, and carry off their plunder 
and their viftims. Such of the prifoners as, through age or infirmity, are unable 
to endure fatigue, or are found unfit for fale, are confidered as ufelefs ; and I 
have no doubt are frequently put to death. The fame fate commonly awaits a chief, 
or any other perfon who has taken a very dillinguiflied part in the war. And here 
it may be obferved, that, notwithftanding this exterminating fyftem, it is furprif- 
ing to behold how foon an African town is rebuilt and repeopled. The circum- 
ftance arifes probably from this ; that their pitched battles are few ; the weakeft 
know their own fituation, and feek fafety in flight. When their country has been 
defolated, and their ruined towns and villages deferted by the enemy, fuch of the 
inhabitants as have efcaped the fiuord, and the chain, generally return, thougii with 
cautious fteps, to the place of their nativity ; for it feems to be the univerfal wifh of 
mankind to fpend the evening of their days where they paffed their infancy. The poor 
Negro feels this defire in its full force. To him no water is fweet but what is drawn 
from his own well ; and no tree has fo cool and pleafant a fiiade as the iabba tree * of 
his native village. When \yar compels him to abandon the dt aghtful fpot in v^iich he 
firft drew his breath, ap^l leek for fafety in fonie other kinjulom, his time is fpent in 
talking about the country of his anccllors ; and no foonc: is peace reftored than he 
turns his back upon the ’land of ftrangers, rebuilds with h. te his fallen walls, and 
exults to fee the fmoke afeend^ from his native village. 


* This 18 a large fpreading tree (a fpeciee of Jlerculia) under which the bentahg ia commonly placed. 
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> The other fpecies of African warfare is diftinguifljed by the appellation of tegria, 
** plundering or ftealing.” It arifes from a fort of hereditary feud which the inhabi- 
tants of one nation or diftri£t bear toWards another. No immediate caufe of hoftility 
js afligned, or notice of attack given ; but the inhabitants of each watch every oppor- 
tunity to plunder and diftrefs the objefts of their animoi^y by predatory excurlions. 
Thefe are very common, particularly about the beginning of the dry feafon, when the 
labour of ihe hcirveft is over and provifions are plentiful. Schem ;; of vengeance are 
then meditated. I'he chief man iurveys the number and adfivity of his vaffals, as they 
brandilh their fpears at feftivals ; and elated with his own importance, turns his whole 
thoughts towards revenging fome depredation or infult, which either he or his anceftors 
may have received from a neighbouring ftate. 

Wars of this defeription arc generally conducted with great fecrecy. A few re-, 
folute individuals, headed by fome perfon of enterprile and courage, march quietly 
through the woods, furprife in the night fome unprotefted village, and carry off the 
inhabitants and their effefts, before their neighbours can come to their afliftancc. 
One morning, during my ftay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of 
this kind. The King of Fooladoo’s £on, with live hundred horfemcn, paffed fecrctly 
through the woods, a little to the fouthward of Kamalia, and on the morning following 
plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a pow'crful chief in Jallonkadoo. 

The fuccefs of this expedition encouraged the governor of Bangafli, a town in Foo- 
ladoo, to make a fccond inroad upon another part of the fame country. Having af- 
fembled about two hupdred of his people, he paffed the river Kokoro in the night, 
and carried off a great number of prifoners. Several of the inhabitants who had 
efcaped thefe attacks, were afterwards feized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered 
about in the woods, or concealed themfelves in the glens and ffrong places of the 
mountains. 

Thefe plundering excurfions always produce fpeedy retaliation : and when large 
parties cannot be collefted for this purpofe, a few friends will combine together, and 
advance into the enemy’s country, with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants. 
A fingle individual has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in 
like manner. Such an attempt is doubtlefs in him an aft of rafhnefs ; but when it is 
confidered that in one of thefe predatory wars he has probably been deprived of his 
child, or his neareft relation, his fituation will rather call for pity than cenfure. The 
poor fufferer, urged on by the feelings of domeftic or paternal attachment, and the 
ardour of revenge, conceals himfclf among the bulhes, until fome young or unarmed 
perfon paffes by. He then, tyger-like, fprings upon his prey, drags his victim into the 
thicket, and in the night carries him off as a llave. 

When a Negro has, by means like thefe, once fallen into the hands of his enemies, 
he is either retained as the flavc of his conqueror, or bartered into a didant kingdom ; 
tor an African, when he has once fubdued his enemy, will feldora give him an oppor- 
tunity of lifting up his hand againft him at a future period. A conqueror commonly 
difpofes of his captives according to the rank which they held in their native kingdom. 
Such (Si the domeftic *llavcs as appear to be of a mild difpofition, and particularly 
the young women, are retained as his own flaves. Othcrs.that difplay marks of dif- 
content, are'difpofed of in a diftant country ; andfuch of the freemen, or flaves, as 
have taken an adive part in the wa^, are either fold to the flatees or put to death. 
,, War, therefore, is certainly the moft general and moft produdive fource of flavery ; 
and the defohuions of war often (but not always) produce the .fecond caufe of fla- 
’ very, famine ; in which cafe a freeman becomes a flave to avoid a greater calamity. 

’■ 13 Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, by a philofophic and refleding mind, death itfelf would fcarcely, be confif 
dered as a greater calamity than flavery ; but t^e poor Negro, when fainting with 
hunger, thinfe like Esau of old ; " Behold I am at the point to die^ and what profit 
^^Jhall this birthright do to me There are many inftances of freemen voluntarily® 
furrendering up their liberty to fave their lives. During a great fcarcity which lafted 
for three years, m the countries, of the Gambia, great numbers of 4>eople became 
Haves in this manner. Dr. Laidley affured me that, at that time, many freemen came 
and begged, with great eameftnefs, to be put upon his fiavc-chain, to fave them from 
perifliing of hunger. Large families are very often ( \pofed to abfolute want: and 
as the parents have almoft unlimited authority over . heir children, it frequently h^- 
pens, in all parts of Africa, that fome of the latter arc fold to purchafe prnv>'';.//is for 
the reft of the family. When I was at Jarra, Daman Jumma pointed out to me three 
young flaves which he had purchafed in this manner. I have already related another 
inftance which I faw at Wonda : and I was informed that in*Fooladoo, at that time, it 
was a very common pradice. 

The third caufe of flavery, is infolvency. Of all the offences (if infolvency may be fo 
called) to which the laws of Africa have affixed the punifhment of flavery, this is 
the moft commqp. A Negro trader commonly contrafts debts on fome mercantile 
fpcculation, either from his neighbours, to purchafe fuch articles as will fell to advan- 
tage in a diftant market, or from the European traders on the coaft ; payment to be 
made in a given time. In both cafes, the fituation of the adventurer is exactly the 
fame. If he fucceeds, he may fecurc an independency. If he is unfuccefsful, his 
perfon and fervices are at the difpofal of another ; for in Africa, not only the effefts 
of the infolvent, but even the infolvent himfclf, is fold to falisfy the lawful demands of 
his creditors *. 

I’he fourth caufe above enumerated, is the commijfion of crimes^ on which the laws 
of the country affix flavery as a punifiy "'vt. In Africa, the only offences of this clafs are 
murder, adultery, and witchcraft ; and I am hajjpy co fay, that they did not appear to me 
to be common. In cafes of murder, I was informed, that the re''reft relation of the 
deceafed had it in his power, after convidion, either to kill the offender with his 
own hand, or I’ell him into flavery. When adultery occurs, it is generally left to the 
option of the perfon injured, either to fell the culprit, or accept fuch a fanfom for him 
as he may think equivalent to the injury he has fuftained. By witchcraft, is meant 
pretended magic, by which the lives or healths of perfons are affefled : in other w'ords, 
it is the admiaiftering of poifon. No trial for this offence, however, came under my 
obfervation while I was in Africa ; and I therefore fuppofe that th<, crime and its punilh- 
ment occur but very feldom. 

When a freeman has become a flave by any one of the caufes before mentioned, he 
generally continues fo for life, and his children (if they are born of an enflaved 
mothex*) are brought up in the fame ftate of fervitude. There are, however, a few 
inftances of flaves obtaining their freedom, and fometimes even with the confent o£ 

When a Negro takes up goods op credit from anyof the Europeans on the and does not make pay. 
ment at the time appointed, the European is authorized, by the laws of the country, to feize upon the debtor 
himfclf, if he can find him ; or if he cannot be found, on any perfon of his fami'v ; or in th‘e laft. refort, on 
aitj> native 0/ the fame kingdom. The perfon thus feized on is detained whi'e his ttiends arc fent in queft of 
the debtor. .When he is found, a meeting is called of the thief people of !' e place, and the debtor is 
compelled to ranfom his friend by fulljlling his engagements. If he is u. ue to do this*, his perfon is 
immediately fccured and fent down to the coaft, and the other releafed. If the debtor cannot be 
found, the perfon feized on is obliged to pay double the amount of the debt, or is himfclf fold into flat cry, 

I was given to underftand, however, that this part of the law is feldom enforced. 

5x2 * their 
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\'helr mailers j as by performing fome lingular piece of fervice, or by going to battle, 
and bringing home two Haves as a ranfom ; but the common way of regaining free- 
dom is by efcape ; and when /laves ^ave once fet their minds on running away, they 
S’ often fucceed. Some of them will wait for years before an opportunity prefents itfelf, 
and during that period Hiew no fign* of difeontent. In general, it may be remarked 
that flaves who come from a hilly country, and have been much accudorned to hunting 
and travel, are more apt to attempt their efcape, than fudb as are born in a flat country, 
and have been employed in cultivating the land. 

Such arc the general outlines of that fyllcm of flavery which prevails in Africa ; 
and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it is a fyffem of no modern date. It 
probably had its origin in the remote ages of antiqpity, before the Mahomedans 
explored a path acrofs the defort. How far it is maintained and i'upported by the Have 
traffic, which, for two hundred years, the nations of Europe have carried on with the 
natives of the coaft, it iS neither within my province, nor in my power, to explain. 
If niy fentimenrs Ihoiild bo required concerning the effeft which a difcontinuance of 
that commerce would produce on the manners of’ the natives, 1 fliould have no hefitation 
in obferving, that, in the prefent unenlightened flate of their minds, my opinion is, the 
efFeft would neither be fo extenfive or beneficial, as many wife and worthy perfons 
fondly expeft. 


Ca^.VK. —Of Gold‘duJi, and the Manner in which it is collet ed.~— Procefs of 
IVa/hing it. — Its Value in Africa. — Of Ivory. — Surprife of the Negroes at the 
Eagernefs of the Europeans for this Commodity. — Scattered Teeth frequently picked up 
in the Woods. — Mode of bunting the Elephant. — Some Refections on the unimproved 
State of the Country^ ‘i^c. 

THOSE valuable commodities, gold and ivory (the next objeds of our inquiry) 
have probably been found in Africa from the firft ages of the world. They are 
reckoned among its moft important produftions in the earliefl records of its hiftory. 

It has been obferved, that gold is feldom or never difeovered except in mountainous 
and barren countries ; nature, it is faid, thus making amends in one way for her 
penurioufnefs in the other. This, however, is not wholly true. Gold is found in con- 
fiderable quantities throughout every part of Handing ; a country which is indeed 
hilly, but cannot properly be called mountainous, much lefs barren. It is alfo found 
in great plenty in Jallonkadoo (particularly about Boori), another fiilly, but by no means 
an infertile country. It is remarkable, that in the place laft mentioned (Boori), which 
is fifrfated about four days’ journey to the fouth-weft of Kamalia, the falt-market is 
often fupplied, at the fame time, with rock-falt from the Great Defert, and fea-falt from 
the Rio Grande ; the price of each, at this diftance from its fource, being nearly the 
fame ; and the dealers in each, whether Moors from the north, or Negroes from 
the weft, are invited thither by the fame motives, that of bartering their fait for 
gold. “ . ■ . . . 

'fhe gold of Handing, fo far as I could learn, is never foimd in any matrix or vein, 
but always in fmall grains, nearly in a pure ftate, from thp fize of a pin’s head to that 
of a pea ; fcattered through a large body of fand or clay ; and in this ftate jt is called 
by the Mandingoes fahoo munko, “ gold powder.” It is, however, extremely probable, 
by what I could learn of the fituation of the ground, that moft of -it has originally been 

wafhed 
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xraOied down by repeated torrents from the neighbouring hills. The manner in which 
it is colleflied is nearly as follows : ' . 

About the beginning of December, when the Karveft js over, and theftror' us and tor- 
rents have greatly fubfided, the manfa, or chief man of the town, appoints a day to*- 
begin /aneo koo, “ gold warding and the wotaipti are fure to have themVelves in rea- 
dinefs* by the time appointed. A hoe or Ipade for digging up the fand, two or three 
calabafhes for wafliing jt iu.^and a few quills for containing the gold 3uft, arc all the 
implements neceflary for the purpofe. On the morning of their dej)arturc, a bullock is 
killed for the firll day’s entertainment, and a number of prayers and charms are ufed 
to enfure fuccefs ; for a failure on that day is th ught a bad omen, 'fhe manfa 
of Kamaiia, with fourteen ^of his people, were, I remember, fo much difm 'ointed 
in their firft day’s wafhing, thjt very few of them had refolulion to pet ,evere ; and 
the few' that did, had but very indifferent fuccefs ; which indeed is not much to be 
wondered at ; for inftead of opening fome untried place, they continue to dig and wa(h 
in the fame fpot where they had dug and wafhed for years ; and where, of courfc, but 
few large grains could be left. 

The w'afhing the funds of the ftreams is by far the eafieft way of obtaining the gold- 
duft ; but in mpft places the lands have been fo narrowly fearched before, that unlefs 
the ffreain takes fome new courfe, the gold is found but in finall quantities. While 
fonie of the party are bufied in wafhing the funds, others employ themfclves farther up 
the torrent, where the rapidity of the ftreani has carried away all the clay, fand, &c. 
and left nothing but finall pebbles. The fearch among thefe is*a very troublefomc talk. 

I have fecn women who have had the Ikin worn off the tops of their fingers in this 
employment. Sometimes, how'ever, they are rewarded by finding pieces of gold» 
which they call fanoo birro, “ gold ftones,” that amply rep.ay them for their trouble. 
A w'oinan and her daughter, inhabitants of Kamaiia, found in one day two pieces of 
this kind ; one of five drachms, .nd the other of three drachms, weight. But the 
moft certain and profitable mode ot wafhing is praftifed in the height of the dry 
feafon by digging a deep pit, like a draw-well, near fome hid which has previoufly 
been difeovered to contain gold. The pit is dug with finall fpattes or corn hoes, and 
the eartli is drawn up in large calabafhes. As the Negroes dig through the different 
ftrata of clay or fand, a calabafh or two of each is wafhed, by way of experiment ; 
and in this manner the labourers pioceed, until they come ro a flratum containing 
gold ; or until they are c bflruiied by rocks, or inundated by water. In general, wh(m 
they come to a ftraturn of fin'' reddifh fand, with fmall black fpccks theiain, they find 
gold in fome proportion or other, and fend up large calabafhes full of the land, lor the 
women to wafh ; for though the pit is dug by the men, the gold is always \vafhed by 
the women, who are accuftomed from their infancy to a fimilar operation, in ftpa rating 
the hulks of corn from the meal. 

As I never defeended into any of thefe pits, 1 cannot fay in what manner they are 
worked underground. Indeed, the fituation in which I was placed, made it nee-ffary 
for me to be cautious not to incur the fulpicion of the natives, by examining too far 
into the riches of their coiyntry; but the manner of fcpuiating the gold from\he fund 
is very fimple, and is fnequently performed by the women in ihc midtllc of the town ; 
for when the fearchers return from the valleys in the evening, they cdmmonl/ bring 
with thept each a calabalh or two of fand, to be wafhed by f' eh of the femal:^^ as re- 
main at home. 'I’he operatiqn is fimply as follows : ' • 

A. portion of fasd or clay (for gold is foinetimes found in a brown coloured clayj, 
46 put into a large calabaili, and mixed with a fufficient quantity of water. I'he. woman, 

whofe 



888 park’s travels in Africa. 

\#hofe office it is, then (bakes the calabafh in fuch a manner as to mfifc the fand and 
water tojjcther, and give the whole a rotatory motion ; at firft gently, but afterwards 
more quick, until a fmall portion ,ot fand anft water, at every revolution, flies over 
the brim of the calabafh. The fand thus feparated, is only the coarfell; particles 
mixed with a little muddy water. After the operation hts been continued for fome 
time, the fand i^s allowed to fubfide, and the water poured off ; a portion of Iboarfe 
fand, which is now uppermoft in the>^calaba(h,^is removed by the hand, and frefti 
water being added, the operation is repeated until the water comes off almoft pure. 
The woman now takes a fecond calabafli, and fliakes the fand and water gently from 
the one to the other, referving that portion of fand which is next the bottom of the 
calabafh, and which is moft likely to contain the gold. ,TIiis fmall quantity is mixed 
with fome pure water, and being moved about in the qalabafh, is carefully examined. 
If a few particles of gold are picked out, the contents of the other calabafh are ex- 
amined in the fame manner ; but, in general, the party is well contented, if (he can 
obtain three or four grains from the contents of both calabaflies. Some women, 
however, by long practice, become fo well acquainted with the nature of the fand, and 
the mode of wafhing it, that they will colleft gold, where others cannot find a Angle 
particle. The gold-dufl is kept in quills, flopt up with cotton ; and ;he wafliers are 
fond of difplaying a number of thefe quills in their hair. Generally fpeaking, if a 
perfon ufes common diligence, in a proper foil, it is fuppofed that as much gold may 
be colle6ted by him in the courfe of the dry fealbn as is equal to the value of two 
flaves. » 

Thuf Ample is the procefs by which the Negroes obtain gold in Manding ; and it is 
evident, from this account, that the country contains a confiderable portion of this 
precious metal ; for many of the fmaller particles mull neceffarily efcape the obfer- 
vation of the naked eye ; and as the natives generally fcarch the fands of ftreains at a 
confiderable diftance from the hills, and confequently far removed from the mines 
where the gold was originally produced, the labourers are fometimes but ill paid for 
their trouble. Minute particles only of this heavy metal can be carried by the current 
to any confiderable diftance ; the larger muft remain depofired near the original fource 
from whence they came. Were the gold-bearing ftreams to be traced to their foun- 
tains, and the hills frooi whence they fpring properly examined, the fand in which the 
gold is there depofited would, no doubt, be found to contain particles of a much larger 
fize* ; and even the fmall grains might be collected to confiderable advantage by the 
ufe of quickfilver, and other improvements, with which the natives are at prefent 
unacquainted. 

Part of this gold is converted into ornaments for the women ; but, in general, thefe 
ornamtSits are more to be admired for their weight than their workmanfhip. They 
are mafly and inconvenient, particularly the car-rings, which are commonly fo heavy 
as to pull down and lacerate the lobe of the ear; to avoid which they are fupported by 
a .thong of red leather, which paffes over the crown of the head from one ear to the 
other. The necklace t^ifplays greater fancy ; and the proper arrangement of the dif- 
ferent beads and plates of gold, is the great criterion of tafte and elegance. When a 

C 

♦ T am informed that the gold mine, as it is called, in Wicklow, in Ireland, which was difeovered in the 
year 17 ^ 5 , is near the top, and upon the (Iccpjflope of a mountain. Here pieces of gold of fcvcral ounces 
weight were frcqijently found* What would have been gold-dull two miles below was hete golclen gravel ; 
that is, each grain was like a fmall pebble in fizc, and one piece wa^i found which weighed near twenty- 
tW ounces troy. 

lady 
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lady of confeqftpnce is in full drefs, her gold ornaments may be worth altogeth^ 
from fifty to ei^ty pounds fterling. . 

A fmall quantity of gold is Hkewife ^ployed 4 )y the Slatees, in defrayirg the ex- 
pences of their journos to and from the coaft ; buf by far the greater proportion is . 
annually carried away by the Moors in exchange for fait and other merchandize** 
During my flay at Kamalia; the gold collefted by the different traders at that place, 
for falt'alone, was nearly equal to one hundre4^,and ninety-eight pounds fterfmg ; and 
as Kamalia is but a fmall town, and not much refort ed to by the trading Moor?., this 
quantity muft have borne a very fmall proportion to the gold colleded at Kancaba, 
Kankaree, and fome other large towns. The value of '.-.U in this part of Africa is very 
great. One flab, about two feet and a half in length fourteen inches in breadth, and 
two inches in thicknefs, will fometimes fell for about two pounds ten fliillin Iterling, 
and from one pound fifteen fliillhigs to two pounds, may be confidered as the common 
price. Four of thefe flabs are confidered as a load for an afs, and fix for a bullock. 
The value of European merchandize in Manding varies very much, according to the 
fupply from the coaft, or the dread of war in the country ; but the return for fuch 
articles is commonly made in flaves. The price of a prime flave, when I was at 
Kamalia, was from nine to twelve minkallies, and European commodities had then 
nearly the following value : 

1 8 gun flints, 

48 leaves of tobacco, 

20 charges of gunpowder, 

A cutlafs, 

A mulkct from three to four minkalliej. * 

The produce of the country, and the different neceffarics of life when exchanged 
for gold, fold as follows : 

Common provifions for one day. the weight of one teelee~kiffi, (a black bean, 
fix of which make the weight of v...; minkalli); — a chicken, one teelee-kilfi, — a 
fliecp, three teelc>.-kifli, • — a bullock, one minkalli, — a horfe from ten to feventeen 
minkallies. 

The Negroes weigh the gold in fmall balances, which they always carry about 
them. They make no diflerence in point of value, between gold dull and wrought 
gold. In bartering one article for another the perfon who receives the gold always 
weighs it with his own teelee-kiffi. Thcfc beans are fometimes fraudulently foaked in 
Shea butter, to make them heavy ; and I once faw a pebble ground exactly ijito the 
form of one of them : but fuch pratticcs are not very common. 

Having now related the fubftance of what occurs to my recollection concerning the 
African mode of obtaining gold from the earth, and its value in barter, I proceed to 
the next article, of which 1 propofed to treat, namely, ivory. 

■ Nothing creates a greater furprife among the Negroes on the fea coaft, I ban the 
eagernefs difplayed by the European traders to procure elephants’ teeih ; it being ex- 
ceedingly difficult to make them comprehend to what ule it is applied. Aldiougfi 
they are fliewn knives with ivory hafts, combs, and toys o^ ihe'fame material, and are 
convinced that the ivory ihils manufadured, was originally j :.rts of a tooth, they are 
not fatisfied. They fufped that this commodity is more frequemly converted in Eu- 
rope, to purpofes of far greater irnporiance; the true nafme which is lludioully 
concealed* from them, left the price of ivory ftiould be enha: »d. 'I hey cannot, (hey 
fay, eafily perfuade^themfelveS that Ihips would be built, aiiu voyages undertaken, to* 

procure? 
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{^ocure an article, which had no other value than that of fumiihlag Indies to knives, 
&c. when 'pieces of wood would anfwer the purpofe equally well. 

Elephants are very numerous in •the inte^r of Africa, but they appear to be a 
.diftind fpecies from thbfe found *in Afia. Blumenbach, in his .figures of obgeds of 
natural hiftory, has given good drawings of a grinder of each'; and the variation is 
evident. M. Cuvier alfo has given in the Magazin Encytlopedique^ a clear account of 
the difference between them. As I ^ever examined the Afiatic elephant, have 
chofen rather to refer to thofe writers, than advance ^his as an opinion of my own. 
It has been faid that the African elephant is of a lefs docile nature than the Afiatic, 
.|nd incapable of being tamed. The Negroes certainly do not at prefent tame them; but 
when we confider that the Carthaginians had always tame elephants in their armies, 
and adually tranfported fome of them to Italy in the courfe of the Punic wars ; it feenis 
more likely that they fhould have poffeffed the art tJf taming their own elephants, 
than have fubmitted to the expence of bringing fuch vafl; animals from Afia. Perhaps, 
the barbarous practice of hunting the African elephants for the fake of their teeth, has 
rendered them more untradablc and favage, than they were found to be in. former 
times. 

The greater part of the ivory which is fold on the Gambia, and Senegal rivers, is 
brought from th«? interior country. The lands towards the coaft are too fwampy, 
and too much interfered with creeks and rivers, for fo bulky an animal as the ele- 
phant to travel through, without being difeovered ; and when once the natives difeern 
the marks, of his feet in the earth, the whole village is up in arms. The thoughts of 
feafting on his flefli, making fandals of his hide, and felling the teeth to the Europeans, 
infpirc! every one with courage ; and the animal feldom efcapes from his purfuers ; but 
in the plains of Bambarra and Kaarta, and the extenfive wilds of Jallonkadoo, the ele- 
phants are very numerous ; and, from the great fcarcity of gunpowder in thofe diftrifts, 
they are lefs annoyed by the natives. 

Scattered teeth are frequently picked up in the woods, and travellers are very dili- 
gent in looking for them. It is a common praftice with the elephant to thruft his 
teeth under the roots of fuch flirubs and bufiies as grow in the more dry and elevated 
parts of the country where the foil is fltailow. Thefc bulhes he eafily overturns, and 
feeds on the roots, which are in general more tender and juicy than the hard woody 
branches or the foliage ; but when the teeth are partly decayed by age, and the roots 
more firmly fixed, the great exertions of the animal, in this practice, frequently 
caufes them to break ihort. At Kamalia I faw two teeth, one a very large one, which 
were found in the woods, and which were evidently broken off in this manner. In- 
deed it isSdifiicuk other wif; to account for fuch a large proportion of broken ivory, as 
is daily olftred for fale, at the different fatfories ; for when the elephant is killed 
in hunting, unlefs he dafhes himfelf over a precipice, the teeth are always extrafted 
entire. 

'I'here are certain feafons of the year when the elephants colleQ: into large herds, 
and traverfe the country in quell of food or water; and as all that part of the country 
to thc'noiih of the Niger is delfitute of rivers, whenever the pools in the woods 
arc dried up, the elephants approach towards the batiks of that river. Here they 
continue unril the commencement of the rainy feafon, in the*months of June or July; 
and during this time they are much hunted by fuch of the Bambarrans as have gun- 
, powaev to fpare. I’hc elephant hunters feldom go out fingly ; a party of four or five 
join together ; and having each furnilhed himfelf with'powdei* and ball, and a quan- 
' tity of corn- meal in a leather bag, fufficient for five or fix days* provifion, they enter 
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the moft unfreqiHlinted parts of the wood, and examine with great care every thing ' 
can lead to the difcovery of the^elephants. In this purl'uit, notwithftanding'the bulk 
of the animal, very great nicety of obfefvation is V^uised. The broken branches, 
the fcattered dung ef the animal, and the marks of his feet, are carefdlly infpefted ; 
and many of the hunters have, by long expirience and attentive obfervation, become 
fo expert in their fearch, that as foon as they obferve the foot-marks of an elephant, 
they will tell ahnolt to a certainty at what time it palTed, and at what dfiftance it will 
be ibund. ’ 

When they difcover a herd of elephants, they follow them at a diftance, until they 
perceive fome one ftray from the reft, and come into x ach a fituation as to be fired 
at with advantage. The huntgrs then approach with great caution, creeping a ’-.vxiigft 
the long grafs, until they have got near enough fo be fure of their aim. 1 ney then 
difeharge all their pieces at once, and throw themfelves on their face^ among the 
grafs. The wounded elephant immediately applies his trunk to the different wounds, 
but being unable to extra^ the balls, and feeing nobody near him, becomes quite 
furious, and runs about amongft the bufties, until by fatigue and lofs of blood he has 
exhaufted himfelf, and affords the hunters an opportunity of firing a fccond time at 
him, by which hg is generally brought to the ground. 

The (kin is now taken off, and extended o^ the ground with pegs, to dry ; and 
fuch parts of the fleffi as are moft efteemed, are cut up into thin dices, and dried in the 
fun, to ferve for provifions on fome future occafion. The teeth are ftruck out with a 
light hatchet, which the hunters always carry along with them ; not only for that 
purpofe, but alfo to enable them to cut down fuch trees as contain honey ; for though 
they carry with them only five or fix days’ provifions, they will remain in the woods 
for months, if they are fuccefsful ; and fupport themfelves upon the flelh of fuch 
elephants as they kill, and wild honey. 

The ivory thus colleded, is fcldr ’ brought down to the coaft by the hunters 
themfelves. They difpofe of it to the itinerant merchants, who come annually from 
the coaft with arms and ammunition, to purchafe this valuable femmodity. Some 
of thefe mei chants will colled ivory in the courfe of one feafon, fufficient to load 
four or five affes, A great quantity of ivory is likewife brought from the interior, 
by the fiave cofiles ; there are, however, fome Slatees, of the Mahomedan perfuafion, 
who, from motives of religion, will not deal in ivory, nor eat of the flelh of the 
elephant, unlefs it has been killed with a fpear. 

The quantity of ivory colleded in this part of Africa, is not fo great, nor are the 
teeth in general, fo large as in the countries nearer the Line : lew of th^ weigh 
more than eighty, or one hundred pounds; and upon an average, a ^ar^pf ^ropean 
merchandize may be reckoned as the price of a pound of ivory. • 

I have now, I Iruft, in this and the preceding chapters, explained with fufficient 
minutenefs, the nature and extent of the commercial connedion which at prefent 
prevails, and has long fubfifted, between the .Negro natives of thofe parts of, 
Africa which I vifited, and the nations of Europe ; and it ap])ears that (laves, gold, 
and ivory, together with a few other articles, viz. bees-wax and honey, hides, *guins, 
and dye-woods, conftituto the whole catalogue of exportable commodities. Other 
produdions, however, havf been incidentally noticra as the growth* of Africa; 
fuch as g^in of different kinds, tobacco, indigo, cotton-wool and perhaps ai few 
others; but all of thefe (which can ^nly ^ obtained by cult' adon and 'labour) the 
natives, raife fuificieat only for their own immediate expenditure ; nor, under the 
prefent fyftem of their laws, manners, trade, and government, ran any thing 
von. 5CVX, 5 y farther 
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4^iu1;her be expelled from them. It cannot% however, admit of a doubt, that all the 
ricib and '^luable:firodufIions, both of the £aft and Indies, might ealiiy benatU' 
ralized j and brought to the u/;nio|k *perfe£lioA, in the tropical parts of this imm^fe 
conBn^it. Nothing is wanting to this end but example, to enlighten the minds of the 
natives, and inftruftion to enable them to^ direft their in^ullry to proper objeds. It 
was not po/fible for me to behold the wonderful fertility of the foil, the vaft <|^i*ds of 
cattle, proper Doth for labour and food, and a variety of other circumftances favour- 
able to colonization and agriculture, and refled^ withal, on the means which prefented 
themfelves of a vaft inland navigation, without lamenting that a country, fo abundantly 
Igifted and favoured by nature, Ihould remain in its prefent favage and negledcd 
ilate. Much more did I lament, that a people of markers and difpofttion fo gentle 
and benevolent, Ihould either be left as they now ar^ immerfed in the grofs and un- 
comfortable blindnefs of pagan fuperftition, or permitted to become converts to a fyf- 
tem of bigotry and fanaticifm ; which, without enlightening the mind, often debafes 
the heart. On this fubjed many obfervations might be made ; but the reader 
will probably think that I have already digreffed too largely } and I now, therefore, re- 
turn to my fttuation at Kamalia. 

f 

hr 

CHAP. — Tran/a^iom af Kamalia refumed, — Arabic MSS. in Ufe among the 
Mahomedan Negroes, — Refections concerning the Converfon and Education of 
the Negro Children* — Return of the Author's BenefaClor, ILajut a. F urther Ac- 
count of the Purchafe and Treatment of Staves. — Faf of Rhamadan^ how obferved 
by the Negroes. — Author's Anxiety for the Day of Departure. — The Caravan fets 
out. — Account of it on its Departitrey and Proceedings on the Road until its Arrival 
at Kinytakooro. 

THE fchoolmafter, to whofe care I was entrufted during the abfence of Karfa, was 
a man of a mild difpofition, and gentle manners ; his name was Fankooma •, and 
although he himfelf adhered ftridly to the religion of Mahomet, he was by no means 
intolerant in his principles towards others who differed from him. He fpent much of 
his time in reading ; and teaching appeared to be his pleafure, as well as employ- 
ment. His fchool confifted of feventeen boys, moft of whom were fons of Kafirs ; 
and two girls, one of- whom was Karfa’s own daughter. The girls received 
their inftrudions in the day-time, but the boys always had their leffons by the 
light of a large fire before daybreak, and again late in the evening; for being 
confide*^, during their fcholarlhip, as the domeftic flaves of the mafter, they were 
employed in planting corn, bringing fire-w'ood, and in other fervile offices through 
the day. 

Exclufive , of the Koran, and a book or two of commentaries thereon, the fchool- 
mafter poffeffed a variety of manuferipts, which had partly been purchafed from the 
trading Moors, 'and partly borrowed from bulhreens in the neighbourhood, and copied 
with great care. Other manuferipts had been produced to me at different places in the 
courfe of my journey ; and on recounting thofe I had before feen, and thofe which 
were now mewn to me, and interrogating the fchqolmxfter on the fubjeft, I dif- 
covexed that the negroes are in poffeffion (among others) of an Arabic y'erfion of 
• the Pentateuch of Mbfes, which they call Taureta la Moofa. This is fo highly 
^ efteemed that it is often fold for the value of one prime flave. They have likewife a 
verfion of the Pfalma of David ("Zabora DawidiJ \ and, laftly, the book of Ifaiah, 
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which they call Lingeeii la IJa^ and it is in very high efteem. 1 fufpeft, indeed, t hw » 
in all thefe copies, there are interpolations of fome^of the peculiar tenets of Mahomet, 
for I could diftinguiih in many palTages the name of gthe. prophet. It i? ppQble, how- 
ever, that this circumftance might otherwife have been accounted for, if my knowledge 
of the Arabic had been more extenfive. By means of thofe books, many of the con- 
verted ?Negroes have acquired an acquaintance with fome of the remarkabW events 
recorded in the Old Teftament. The account of our firft parents ; the*daath of Abel j 
the deluge ; the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob ; the ftory of Jofeph and his bre- 
thren ; the hiftory of Mofes, David, Solomon, &c. \il thefe have been related to 
me in the Mandingo language, with tolerable exaftni.;s, by different people } and my 
furprife was not greater on hgaring thefe accounts from the lips of the Negi than 
theirs, on finding that I was already acquainted with them ; for although me Negroes 
in general have a very great idea of the wealth and power of the Europeans, I am afraid 
that the Mahomedan converts among them think but very lightly of our fuperior attain- 
ments in religious knowledge. The white traders in the maritime diftrifts take no pains 
to counteraft this unhappy prejudice ; always performing their own devotions in 
fecrct, and feldom condefeending to converfe with the Negroes in a friendly and 
inftruftive manner. To me, therefore, it was not fo much the fubjeft of wonder 
as matter of regret, to obferve, that while the fuperftition of Mahomet has, in this 
manner, fcattcred a few faint beams of learning among thefe poor people, the pre- 
cious light of Chriftianity is altogether excluded. I could not but lament, that 
although the coaft of Africa has now been known and frequented by the Europeans 
for more than two hundred years, yet the Negroes ftill remain entire ftrangers to the 
doftrines of our holy religion. We are anxious to draw from obfeurity the opinions 
and records of antiquity, the beauties of Arabian and Afiatic literature, &c. ; but 
while our libraries are thus llored with the learning of various countries, we diftribute 
with a parfimonious hand the bk-ff jS of religious truth to the benighted nations of 
the earth. The :ia(ives of Afia derive bu( little advantage in this refpeft from an in- 
tercourfe with us ; and even the poor Africans, whom we affed to confider as barba- 
rians, look upon us, I fear, as little better than a race of formidable but ignorant 
heathens. When I produced Richardfon’s Arabic grammar to fome flatees on the 
Gambia, they were aftonilhed to think that any European Ihould underftand and write 
the facred language of their religion. At firft they fufpeded that it might have 
been written by fome of the flaves carried from the coaft ; but on a clofer examina- 
tion, they were fatisfied that no bufhreen could write fuch beautiful Arabic ; and one 
of them offered to give me an afs, and fixteen bars of goods, if 1 would part with the 
book. Perhaps, a Ihort and eafy introdudion to Chriftianity, fuch as is found 
in fome of the catechifms for children, elegantly printed in Arabic, and diftributed 
on different parts of the coaft, might have a wonderful effed. The , expence would 
be but trifling ; curiofity would induce many to read it ; and the evident fuperiority 
which it would poffefs over their prefent manuferipts, both in point of elegance and 
cheapnefs, might at laft obtain it a place among the fchool-bool;:s of Africa. 

The refledions which I have thus ventured to fubmit to my leaders on this itnportaat' 
fubjed, naturally fuggefted themfelves to my mind on perceiving the encouragetnpnt 
which was thus given to learning (fuch as it is) in many parts of Africa. I have 
obferved,. that the pupils at Kamalia were moft of them tf- children of Pagans; 
thdr parents, therefore, couW have had no prediledioii f r' the dodrine* of Ma- 
homet, Their ainl was their children’s improvement ; and if a more enlightened, 
fyftem* had prefented itfelf, it would probably have been preferred. The children,’ 
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loo^ wanted not a fpirit of emulation } which it is the aim of the tutor to encou. 
rage. When aij^r^ne of them has read through tt\| Koran, and perfotrmed a cer- 
tain number of public (Mrayers, ,a feaft is prepared by the fchoolmafter, and the 
fchSlar undergoes an examination, or (in European terms) takes out his degree. I 
attended at three different inaugurations of this fort, a/id heard with pleafure, the 
diftind and intelligent anfwers which the fcholars frequently gave to the bufhreens, 
who aflenihl^d on thofe occahons, and a£led as examiners. When the bufhreens 
had fatisfied themfelves refpefting the learning and abilities of the fcholar, the lad 
page of the Koran was put into his hand, and he was defired to read it aloud : after 
|ihe boy had hnifhed this lelTon, he preffed the paper againft his forehead, and pro- 
nounced the word Amen ; upon which all the bufnreen^ rofe, and fhaking him cor- 
dially by the hand, bellowed upon him the title of bqjhreen. 

When a fcholar has undergone this examination, his parents are informed that he 
has completed his education, and that it is incumbent on them to redeem their fon, 
by giving to the fchoolmafter a Have, or the price of a Have in exchange ; which is 
always done, if the parents can afford to do it ; if not, the boy remains the domeftic 
Have of the fchoolmafter until he can, by his own induftry, collefl goods fufBcient to 
ranfom himfelf. 

About a week after the departure of Karfa, three Moors arrived at Kamalia with 
a conftderable quantity of fait, and other merchandize, which they had obtabed 
on credit, from a merchant of Fezzan, who had lately arrived at Kancaba. Their 
engagement was to pay him his price when the goods were fold, which they expeSed 
would^ be in the courfe of a month. Being rigid bufhreens, they were accommo- 
dated with two of Karfa’s huts, and fold their goods to very great advantage. 

On the 24th of January, Karfa returned to Kamalia with a number of people, and 
thirteen prime flaves, which he had purchafed. He likewife brought with him a 
young girl whom he had married at Kancaba, as his fourth wife, and had given her 
parents three prime Haves for her. She was kbdly received at the door of the baloon 
by Karfa’s other wives, who condufled their new acquaintance and co-partner bto 
one of the belt huts, which they had caufed to be fwept and white- wafhed, on pur- 
pofe to receive her.* 

My clothes were by this time become fo very ragged, that I was almoft afhamed to 
appear out of doors ", but Karfa, on the day after his arrival, generoully prefented 
me with fuch a garment and trowfers, as are commonly worn in the country. 

1 he flaves which Karfa had brought with him were all of them prifoners of war j 
they had been taken by the Bambarran army in the kbgdoms of Waflela and Kaarta, 
and carried to Sego, where fome of them had remained three years in irons. From 
Sego they were lent, in company with a number of other captives, up the Niger in 
two large canojes, and offered for fale at Yamina, Bammakoo, and Kancaba ; at 
which places |he greater number of the captives were bartered for gold-duft, and 
tl^ remainder fent forward to Kankaree. 

Eleven of them conceded to me that they had been Haves from thar infancy ; but 
the oth'er two refufed to give any account of their former condition. They were all 
very inquifitive j but they viewed me at firft with looks of horror, and repeat^ly 
alked if my countrymen were cannibals* They were vqry defirous to know what 

’ white-wain their huts with a mixture of hone-alhsi and water, to which is commonly 
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became of the flavcs after they had croffed the falt-water. I told them, that they wfre 
employed in cultivating the l^d ; but they would not believe me ; and ofte of them, 
putting his hand upon the ground, faid with gfeat lipiplicity, “ Have y. u really got 
“ fuch ground as this to fet your feet upon?” A deeply-rooted idea that the'whMs 
purchafe Negroes for the, purpofe of devouring them, or of felling them to others, 
that they may be devoured hereafter, naturally makes the flaves contemplate a journey 
towards the coaft with great terror ; infomuch that the flatees are foif keep them 
conftantly in irons, and watch them very clofely to prevent their efcape. They are 
commonly fecured, by putting the right leg of one, and the left of another, into the 
fame pair of fetters. By fupporting the fetters wi; 1 a firing, they can walk, thov^h 
very flowly. Every four leaves are likewife feftened together by the net.k', with a 
ftrong rope of twilled thongg ; and in the night an additional pair of fetters is put on 
their hands, and fometimes a light iron chain paffed round their necks. 

Such of them as evince marks of difeontent are fecured in a different manner. A 
thick billet of wood is cut about three feet long, and a fmooth notch being made upon 
one fide of it, the ankle of the flave is bolted to the fmooth part by means of a flrong 
iron flaple, one prong of which paffes on each fide of the ankle. All thefe fetters 
and bolts are ^made from native iron ; in the prefent cafe they were put on by the 
blackfmith as loon as the flavcs arrived from Kancaba, and were not taken off until 
the morning on which the cpffle departed for Gambia. 

In other refpefts, the treatment of the flaves during their flay at Kamalia, was 
far from being harfh or cruel. They were led out in their /etters every morning, to 
the fhade of the tamarind tree, where they were encouraged to play at games of hazard, 
and fmg diverting fongs, to keep up their fpirits ; for though fome of them’fuflained 
the hardfhips of their fituation with amazing fortitude, the greater part were very 
much dejedted, and would fit all day in a fort of fullen melancholy, with their eyes 
fixed upon the ground. In the < ''ming, their irons were examined, and their hand- 
fetters put on ; after which they were conduced into two large huts, where they, 
were guarded during the night by Karfa’s domeflic flaves. But notwithftanding all 
this, about a week after their arrival, one of the flaves had the addrefs to procure a 
fmall knife, with which he opened the rings of his fetters, cut the rope, and made 
his efcape : more of thetri would probably have got off, had they aflifled each other ; 
but the flave no fooner found himlelf at liberty, than he refufed to flop and affift in 
breaking the chain which was faflened round the necks of his companions. 

As all the flatees and flaves belonging to the coffle were now alTembled, either at 
ICamalia, or fome of the neighbouring villages, it might havi been expefled that we 
fhould have fet out immediately for Gambia ; but though the day of our departure 
was frequently fixed, it was always found expedient to change it. Senne of tihe people 
had not prepared their dry provifions; others had gone to vifit their gelations, or collefl 
fome trifling debts j and, lafl of all, it was neceflary to confult * whether the day 
would be a lucky one. On account of one of thefe, or other fuch caufes, our 
departure was put off, day after day, until the month of February was far advanced} 
after which all the flatees agreed to reman in their prefent quarters, until the pijl- 
moen was ever. And 'here I may remark, that lofs of time is an objeft of no great 
importance in the eyes of a Negro. If he has any thing of confequhnee to perform, 
it is a .matter of indifference to him whether he does it * o-day or to-morrow, or a 
month or two hence : fo long as he can fpend the prefent u’oment with any degree of 
comfort, he gives himfelf very little concern about the future. 
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' iThe faft of Rhaftiadan was obferved with great ftridnefs, by all the buihreens; but, 
inftead of tompelling me to follow their example, a| the Moors did on a fimilar 
c^cafion, Karfa frankly told that I was at liberty to purfue my own inclination, 
lii order, however, to manifeft a refpefb for their religious opinions, I voluntarily 
faded three days, which was thought fufficient to fcreen pie from the reproachful 
epithet of kafir. During the faft, all the flatees belonging to the coffle affembled 
every morninj^rf Karfa’s houfe, where the fchoolmafter read to them feme religious 
leffons, from a large folio volume, the author of which was an Arab, of the name of 
She^a. In the evening, fuch of the women as had embraced Mahomedanifm affembled, 
and faid their prayers publicly at the Mifura. They were all dreffed in white, and 
v^t through the different proftrations, preferibed by th^ religion, with becoming 
folemnity. Indeed, during the whole faft of Rhanudan, the Negroes behaved 
themfelves with the greateft meeknefs and humility ; forming a ftriking contraft to 
the favage intolerance and brutal bigotry, which at this period charaderife the Moors. 

When the firft month was almoft at an end, the Bufhfeens affembled at the 
Mifura, to watch for the appearance of the new moon ; but the evening being rather 
cloudy, they were for fome time difappointed, and a number of them had gone 
home with a refolution to faft another day, when on a fudden this dejightful objedl 
Ihowed her (harp horns from behind a cloud, and was welcomed with the clapping 
of hands, beating of drums, firing mulkets, and other marks of rejoicing. As this 
moon is reckoned extremely lucky, Karfa gave orders that all the people belonging 
to the cofBe Ihould immediately pack up their dry provifions, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs ; and on the 1 6th of April, the Slatees held a confultation, and fixed on the 
19th of the fame month, as the day on which the coffle fhould depart from Kamalia. 
This refolution freed me from much uneafinefs ; for our departure had already been 
fo long deferred, that I was apprehenfive it might ftill be put off until the commence- 
ment of the rainy feafon ; and although Karfa behaved towards me with the greateft 
4 tindnefs, I found my fituation very unpleafant. The flatees were unfriendly to 
me ; and the trading Moors, who were at this time at Kamalia, continued to plot 
mifehief againft me, from the firft day of their arrival. Under thefe circumftances, 

I reflefted, that my life in a great meafurc depended on the good opinion of an 
individual, who was daily hearing malicious ftories concerning the Europeans ; and 
I could hardly expefl: that he would always judge with impartiality between me and 
his countrymen. Time had, indeed, reconciled me, in fome degree, to their mode 
of life ; and a finoky hut, or a fcanty fupper, gave me no great uneafinefs ; but I 
became at laft wearied out with a conftant ftatc of alarm and anxiety, and felt a 
painful longing for the manifold bleflings of civilized fociety. 

On the*morning of the 17th, a circumftance occurred, which wrought a confider- 
able change in my favour. The three trading Moors who had lodged under Karfa’s 
proteftion, ever fince their arrival at Kamalia, and had gained the efteem of 
all the buflireens, by an appearance of great fanflity, fuddenly packed up their 
effects, and, without once thanking Karfa for his kindnefs towards them, marched 
over the hills to Bala. £!very one was aftoniflied at this unexpected removal ; but 
the affair was cleared up in the evening, by the arrival of the Fezzan Merchant /rom 
Kancaba (mentidned in p. 894.); who affured Karfa, that ^thefe Moors had bor>. 
rowed all their fait and goods from him,, and had fent for him to come to Kapialia, 
and. receive payment. When he was told that they had* fled to the weft ward, he 
wiped a tear from each eye with the fleeve of his cloak, and exclaimed, “ Thefe jhir- 
“ rukas (robbers) are Mahomedans, but they are not men j they have robbed me of 

“ two 
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two hundred minkallies.” From this merchant, I deceived inforiiation of the capijutre 
of our Mediterranean convoj|;,by the French, in OQiober 1795. * . 

April t,9th. The long wiflied-for day of dur departure was at ler.jth arrived : 
and the flatees, having taken the irons from their Haves, aiTembleid with them ‘at ffie 
door of Karfa's houfe, lyhere the bundles were all tied up, and every one had his 
load afligned him. The coffle, on its departure from Kamalia, conlHfed of twcnty- 
feven Haves for fale, the property of Karfa and four other Hatees ; were after- 

wards joined by five at Maraboo, and three at Bala ; making in all trarty-five Haves. 
I’he free men were fourteen in number, but mofl of them had one or two wives 
and fomc domeftic Haves, and the fchoohnafter, \v. o was now upon his retinal for 
Woradoo, the place of hj^ nativity, took with him eight of his fcholars, ’o .hat the 
number of free people and .domeftic Haves amounted to thirty-eight, and the whole 
amount of the coffle was I'eventy-three. Among the freemen were fix Jilli keas 
(finging men), whofe inufical talents were frequently exerted, either to divert our fa- 
tigue, or obtain us a w*elcome from ftrangers. When we departed from Kamalia, we 
were followed for about half a mile by molt of the inhabitants of the town, fome of 
them crying, and others fhaking hands with their relations, who were now about to leave 
them ; and wjhen we had gained a piece of rifing ground, from which we had a view 
of Kamalia, all the people belonging to the coffle were ordered to lit down in one place, 
with their faces towards the weft, and the towns-people were defired to fit down in another 
place, with their faces towards Kamalia. In this fituation, the fchoolmafter, with two of 
the principal flatees, having taken their places between the two parties, pronounced a long 
and folcmn prayer ; after which, they walked three times round the coffle, making an im- 
preffion in the ground with the ends of their fpears, and muttering fomething by way 
of charm. When this ceremony was ended, all the people belonging to the coffle 
fprang up, and without taking a formal farewell of their friends, fet forwards. As 
many of the Haves had remains’ Sr years in irons, the hidden exertion of walk- 
ing quick, wi'b heavy loads upon their heads, occafioned fpafmodic contrad;ions 
of their legs, and we hatl not proceeded above a mile, before it was found neceffary 
to take two of them from the rope, and allow them to walk more flowly until we 
reached Maraboo, a walled village, where fome people were waiting to join the coffle. 
Here we ftopt about two hours, to allow the llrangers time to pack up their pro- 
vifions, and then continued our rout to Bala, which town wc reached about four in 
the afternoon. The inhabitants of Bala, at this feafon of the year, fubfift chiefly on 
fifli, which they take in great plenty from the ftreams in the neiglibourhood. We re- 
mained here until the afternoon of the next day, the 20th, when we proceeded to Wo- 
rumbang, the frontier village of Manding, towards Jallonkadoo. As we propofed 
fhortly to enter the Jallonka Wildernefs, the people of this village furnilhed us with 
great plenty of provifions ; and on the morning of the 21ft we entered the woods 
to the weftward of Worumbang. After having travelled fome little way, a confulta- 
tion was held, whether we Ihould continue our route through the Wildernefs, or 
fave one day’s provifions by going to Kinytakooro, a town in Jallonkadoo. After ‘de- 
bating the matter for fome time, it was agreed that we Should take the* road for 
Kinyt<j|cooro ; but as »hat town was a long day’s journey diitant, it was neceflary to 
take fome refrefliment. , Accordingly every perfon opt nod his pre/vifion-bag, and 
brougl\^ a handful or two of meal, to the plape where karf" and the flatees were fit- 
ting. When every one had brought his quota, and the .v ' aie was properly arran^d 
in fmall gourd (hells, the fchoolmafter o(Fel-ed up a (hort prayer ; the iubftance of which 
was, that God and the holy Prophet might preferve us from robbers raid all b?d j.'eople. 
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that our proviliofq|i.iAi|;ht1liinev’£ul^as, nor our limbs become fadgoed. This c^mon]! 
ying ended)' every oRepaf^k of the meal, and draRk a^ little watdt ; after which we 
let forward (ra^er 'nmning tiu^i widkJng), undl we came to th# river Kokoro, a 
branch of the Senegal, where we halted atout ten minutes. The banks of this river 
are very high, and from the grafs and brufliwood which had been left by the ftream, 
it was evident that at this place the water had rifen more than twenty feet perpendicu- 
lar, during the rainy feafon. At this time it was only a fmall ftream fuch as would 
turn a mill, fwarming with fifh ; and on account of the number of crocodiles, and the 
danger of being carried pail the ford by the force of the ftream in the rainy fea- 
fny, it is called Kokoro (dangerous). From this place we continued to travel with the 
greateft expedition, and in the afternoon crofted two fmall branches of the Kokoro. 
About funlet we came in fight of Kinytakooro, a confiderable town, nearly fquare, 
lituated in the middle of a large and well cultivated pfain : before we entered the 
town, we baited, until the people who had fallen behind, came up. During this day’s 
travel, two Haves, a woman and a girl belonging to a ilatee of Bala, were fo much 
fatigued that they could not keep up with the coffle ; they were feverely whipped, and 
dragged along until about three o’clock in the afternoon, when they were both aftc£i;ed 
with vomiting, by which it was difeovered that they had eaten clay. This pra^ice is 
by no means uncommon amongft the Negroes ; but whether it arifes from a vitiated 
appetite, or from a fettled intention to deftroy themfelves, 1 cannot affirm. They were 
permitted to lie down in the woods, and three people remained with them until they 
had refted themfelves ; bvt they did not arrive at the town until paft midnight ^ and 
were then fo much exhaufted, that the ilatee gave up all thoughts of taking them acrofs 
the woods in thefr prefent condition, and determined to return with them to Bala, and 
wait for another opportunity. 

As this vras the firft town beyond the limits of Manding, greater etiquette than 
ufuai was obferved. Every perfon was ordered to keep in his proper ftation, and 
wemarched towards the town, in a fort of proceffion, nearly as follows : — In front, five 
or fix fining men, all of them belonging to the cofile ; thefe were followed by the 
other free people ; then came the Haves faftened in the ufuai way by a rope round 
t}\eir necks, four of them to a rope, and a man with a fpear between each four ; after 
them came the domeftic flaves, and in the rear the women of free condition, wives of 
the flatees, &c. In this manner we proceeded until we came within a hundred 
yards of the gate, when the finging men began a loud fong, well calculated to flatter 
the vanity of the inhabitants, by extolling their known hofpitality to ftrangers, and 
their particular friendfliip for the Mandingoes. When we entered the town, we pro- 
ceeded to the bentang, where the people gathered round us to hear our dentegi (hif- 
lory ) ; this was related publicly by two of the finging men ; they enumerated every 
little circumftance which had happened to the coffle ; beginning with the events of 
the prefent day, and relating every thing, in a backward feries, until they reached Ka- 
malia. When this hiftory was ended, the mafter of the town gave them a fmall pre- 
fen( ; and all the people of the coffle, both free and enflaved, were invited by fome per- 
fon or other, and accommodated with lodging and provifion^ for the night. 
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CHAl*. XL — - 'i »P iJoffle crojes the Jallonka Wikiernrfs,'—-Miferabk Fate rf one of 
the female Slaves; — arrives at Soofeeta ; proceeds to Mannas— ^ Some Account 
of the J'uUonkas. — Crojfes the main Stream of the Senegal. — Bridge of a ftngular 
Conflrutmn. Arrives dt Malacotta. — Remarkable Condu 6 l of the Ring of the 
Jalofs, 

WE continued at Kinytakooro until noon of the 22d of April, when we removed to & 
village about feven miles to the weftward ; the inhabit nts of which being apprehen. 
five of hoftilities from the foulahs of Fooladoo, were at this time employed con- 
ftruding fmall temporary hut*s among the rocks, on the fide of a high hill ciofe to the 
village. 'Ihe fitu<ition was almoft impregnable, being every where furrounded with 
high precipices, except on the eaftern fide, where the natives had left a pathway 
fufficient to allow one perfon at a time to afeend. Upon the brow of the hill, imme- 
diately over this path, I obferved fe veral heaps of large loofe ftones, which the people 
told me Were intended to be thrown down upon the foulahs, if they ihould attempt 
the hill. 

At day-break* on the 23d, we departed from this village, and entered the Jallonka 
wilderncfs. We pafled, in the courfe of the morning, the ruins of two fmall towns, 
which had lately been burnt by the foulahs. I'he fire mull have been very intenfe ; 
for I obferved that the walls or many of the huts were llightly .vitrified, and appeared 
at a diflance as if covered with a red varnilh. About ten o’clock we came to the 
river Wonda, w hich is fomewhat larger than the river Kokoro ; but the ftreatn was 
at this tinre rather muddy, which Karfa affured me was occafioned by amazing 
flioals of fifli. T. hey were indeed feen in all direftions, and in fuch abundance, that 
1 fancied the water itlelf rafted and f '^It fifhy. As foon as we had crofted the river, 
Karfa gave orders that all the people of the coffle fliould in future keep ciofe together, 
and travel in their proper ftation ; the guides and young rien were accordingly 
placed in the van, the women and flaves in the centre, and the freemen in the rear. 
In this order, we travelled with uncommon expedition through a woody, but beauuful 
country, interfperfed with a pleafing variety of hill and dale, and abounding with par- 
tridges, guinea-fowls, and deer, until funfet ; when we arrived at a molt romantic 
ftream called Co-meiffmg. My arms and neck having been expofod to the fun during 
the whole day, and irritated by the rubbing of my drefs in walking, were now very 
much inflamed and covered with blifters ; and I was happy to cml)race the oppor- 
tuiiiry, wb.le the coflle refted on the bank of this river, to bathe myfelf in the ftream. 
This predice, together with the cool of the evening, much dimiuiflied the infltmuia- 
tion. About three milts to the weftward of the Co-mciifang we halted in a thick 
wood, and kindled our fires for the night. We w'crc all by this time very much 
fatigued ; having, as I judged, travelled this day thirty miles ; but no perfon was heard 
to complain. Whilft fupper was preparing, Karfa made one of the flaves break fom^ 
branches from the trees for ipy bed. When wc had finilhed oi*r fupper of koilkous, 
moiftened vith feme boily'g water, and put the flaves in irons, we all lay down to 
fleep; but we were frequently diflurbed in the night by the ho 'ding of ‘wild beafts } 
and we found the linali brown ants very troublcfome. 

April 24th. Before day break the bulhreens laid their n ing j?rayers, and moll . 
of the. free people drank a little mocning (a fort of gruel), part of which was Hkewife 
given to fuch of the flaves as appeared leaft able to fuftain the fatigues of the day. 
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One of Karfa's female flaves was very fulky, and when fome gruel was oftered to her, 
iHe refufed to drink it. As foon as day dawned we fet out, and travelled the whole 
morning over a wild and rocky country, by which my feet were very much bruifed ; 
and I was fadly af’prehenfive that I Ihould not be able to keep up with the coffle during 
the day ; but I was in a great meafure relieved from this anxiety, when I obferved 
that others were more exhaufted than myfelf. In particular the woman flave, who 
had refufed vidt'ials in the morning, began now to lag behind, and complain dreadfully 
of pains in her legs. Her load was taken from her, and given to another flave, and 
flie was ordered to keep in the front of the coffle. About eleven o’clock, as we were 
refling by a fmall rivulet, fome of the people difeovered a hive of bees in a hollow tree, 
and they were proceeding to obtain the honey, when the largeft fwarm I ever beheld, 
flew out, and attacking the people of the coffle, made us fly in all direftions. I 
took the alarm firft, and I believe was the only perfdn who cfcaped with impunity. 
When our enemies thought fit to defift from purfuing us, and every perfbn was 
employed in picking out the flings he had received, it was difeovered that the poor 
woman abovementioned, whofc name was Nealee, was not come up ; and as many of 
the Haves in their retreat had left their bundles behind them, it became necelTary 
for fome perfons to return, and bring them. In order to do this with fafety, fire was 
fet to the grafs, a confiderable way to the eaftvvard of the hive, and tiie wind driving 
the fire furioufly along, the party pufhed through the finoke, 'and recovered the 
bundles. They iikewile brought with them poor Nealee, whom they found lying by 
the rivulet. She was very much exhaufted, and had crept to the ftreaiu in hopes to 
defend herfelf from tfie bees by throwing water over her body, but this proved 
jinefi'cclual ; for flte was ftung in the moft dreadful manner. 

When the flatees had picked out the flings as far as they could, fhe was waflied 
with water, and then rubbed with bruifed leaves ; but the wretched woman obfti- 
natcly ref ufed to proceed any farther ; declaring that fhe would rather die than walk 
another ftep. As entreaties and threats were ufed in vain, the w'hip was at length 
applied : and alter bearing patiently a few ftrokes, flie ftarted up, and walked with 
tolerable expedition for four or five hours longer, when flie made an attempt to run 
away from the coffle, but was fo very weak, that fhe fell down in the grafs. Though 
fhe was unable to rife, the whip was a fecond time applied, but without ciTcft ; upon 
which Karfa defired two of the flatees to place her upon the afs which carried our 
dry provifions •, but Ihe could not fit ere£l ; and the afs being very refradlory, it was 
found impoffible to carry her forward in that manner. The flatees however were 
unwilling to abandon her, the day’s journey being nearly ended ; they therefore made 
a fort of litter of bamboo canes, upon which fhe was placed, and tied on it with flips of 
bark : ihk litter was carried upon the heads of two flaves, one walking before the other, 
and they were followed by two others, who relieved then\occafionally. In this manner 
the woman was carried forward until it was dark, when we reached aftream^iif water, 
at the foot of a high hill .called Gankaran-Kooro ; and here we ftopt for the night, 
and fet about preparing our fupper. As we had eat only one handful of meal fince 
the preceding night, ahd travelled all day in a hot fun, many of the flaves, who had 
loads upon their heads, were very much fatigued : and fljme of them jhapt their 
fingers, which among the Negroes is a fure fign of defpefation. The flatees imme- 
diately put them all in irons ; and luch of them as hadtcyhiced figns of great defpon- 
der.cy, were kept apart from the reft," and had their hands tied. In the moAiing they 
were found greatly recovered. 
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April At day-break poof Nealee was awakefted ; but her limbs were nojy 

become fo ftifF and painful, that fhe could neither walk nor (land ; (he was therefore 
lifted, like a corpfe, upon the back of the afs ; ind thp llatees endeavourr ' to fecure 
her in that fituation, by faftening her hands together under the afs’s neck and her feet 
under the belly, ^ with long flips of bark ; but the afs was fo very unruly that no fort of 
treatment could induce him 'to proceed with his load ; and as Nealee made uo exertion 
to prevent herfelf from falling, fhe^ was quickly thrown off, and had* one of her legs 
much bruifed. Every attempt to carry her forward being thus found ineffectual, the 
general cry of the come was, kang-tegi, kang-tegi^ “ ci t her throat, cut her throat 
an operation I did not wifli to fee performed, and therefore marched onwards with 
the loremoft of the coffle. !^had not walked above a mile when one of Karfi’s d ...leftic 
flayes came up to me, with poqr Nealee’s garment upon the end of his bow, and ex- 
claimed Nealee affeeleeta (Nealee is loft). I aiked him whether the flafecs had given 
him the garment as a reward for cutting her throat ; he replied, that Karfa and 
the iqhoolmafter would not confent to that meafure, but had left her on the 
road, where undoubtedly (he foon periflied, and was probably devoured by wild 
beafts. 

The fad fate of this wretched woman, notwithftanding the outcry before men- 
tioned, made a ftrong impreffion on the minds of the whole coffle, and the fchool- 
mafter fafted the whole of the enfuing day, in confequence of it. We proceeded in 
deep fllcnce, and foon afterward croffed the river Furkoomah, which was about as 
large as the river Wonda. We now travelled with great expedition, every one being 
apprehcnfive he might otherwife meet with the fate of poor Nealee. It was how- 
ever with great difficulty that I could keep up, although I threw away my fpear, and 
every thing that could in the leaft obftruft me. About noon we faw a large herd of 
elephants, but they fuffered us to pafs unmolefted, and in the evening we halted near a 
thicket of bamboo, but found no wr • ; fo that we were forced to proceed four miles 
farther, to a fmall ftream, where we ftopt for the night. We had marched this day, as 
1 judged, about twenty-fix miles. 

April 26th. This morning two of the fchoolmafter’s pupils complained much of 
pains in their legs, and one of the flaves walked lame, the foies of his feet being very 
much bliftered and inflamed ; we proceeded, notwithftanding, and about eleven o’clock 
began to afeend a rocky hill called Boki-Kooro, and it was paft two in the afternoon 
before we reached the level ground on the other fide. This was the moft rocky road 
we had yet encountered, and it hurt our feet much. In a ihort time we arrived at a 
pretty large river called Boki, which we forded : it ran fmooth and clear, over a bed 
of whinftone. About a mile to the weftward of the river, we canic to a road which 
leads to the north-eaft towards Gadou, and feeing the marks of many horfes’ feet upon 
the foft fand, the flatees conjeffured that a party of plunderers had lately rode that 
way, to fell upon fome town of Gadcu ; and left: they Ihould difeover, upon their 
return, that we had paffed, and attempt to purfue us by the marks of our feet, the collie 
was ordered to difperfe, and travel in a loofe manner through thg high grafs and bufhes. 
A little before it was dark, having croffed the ridge of hills to the weftward of the 
river Boki, we came to a* well called cullom qui (white fand well), and here we refted 
for the night. 

April 2jth. We departed from the well early in the morni) : , and walked on, with 
the greateft alacrity, in hopes )of reaching a town before night The ro:fd, during the 
forenoon, led through extenfive thickets of dry bamboos. About two o’clock we came, 
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to a ftream called Nunkolo, where we tvere each of^s regaled with a handful of meal, 
wKich, aepo^'ding to a fupei ftitious cuftom, was not toTje eaten until it was firft'moiftened 
with water from tb/s ftream. About four o’clock v/e reached Soofeeta, a fmall 
Jallonka village, fituated in the* diftrift of Kullo, which comprehends all tliat trad of 
country lying a/ong the banks of the Black river, or main branch of the Senegal. 
Thefe were the firlt human habitations wc had feen fince wt* left the village to the; weft- 
ward of K/nytabooro ; having travelled in the courfe of the laft five days upwards of 
one hundred miles. Here, after a great deal of entreaty, we were provided with 
huts to fleep in ; but the mafter of the village plainly told us that he could not give 
us any provifions, as there .had lately been a great fcarcity in this part of the country. 
He affured us, that before they had gathered in their prefent crops, the whole inhabitants 
of Kullo had been for twenty-nine days without tailing ccA'n ; during which time, they 
fupported themlelves entirely upon the yellow powder Vhich is found in the pods of 
the nitia, fo called by the natives, a fpecies of mimofa ; and upon the feeds of the 
bamboo cane, which when properly pounded and dreffed, tafte very mucli like rice. 
As our dry provifions were not yet exhaufted, a confiderable quantity of kouikous was 
dreffed for fupper, and many of the villagers were invited to take part of the repaft ; 
but they made a very bad return for this kindnels ; for in the night they feized upon 
one of the fchoolmafter’s boys, who had fallen afleep under the Bditang tree, and 
carried him away. The boy fortunately awoke before he was far from the village, and 
fetting up a loud feream, the man who carried him, put his hand upon his mouth, and 
ran with him into the vyoods : but afterward underftanding that he belonged to the 
fchoolmafter, whofe place of refidence is only three days journey diftant, he thought, 
1 fuppofe, that he could not retain him as a Have without the fchoolmafter ’s knowledge ; 
and therefore ftripped off the boy’s clothes and permitted him to return. 

April* 28 ih. Early in the morning we departed from Soofeeta, and about ten o’clock 
came to an unwalled town called Manna ; the inhabitants of which were employed in 
collefting the fruit of the nitta trees, which are very numerous in this neighbourhood. 
The pods are long and narrow, and contain a few black feeds enveloped in liic fine 
mealy powder before mentioned ; the meal itfelfisof a bright yellow colour refem- 
bling the flour of fulphur, and has a fweet mucilaginous tafte: when eaten by itfelf it 
is clammy, but when mixed with milk or water, it conftitutes a very pleafant and nou- 
rilhing article of diet. 

The language of the people of Manna is the fame that is fpoken of all over that ex- 
•■enfive and hilly country called Jallonkadoo. Some ot the words have a great affinity 
to the Mandingo, but the natives themfelves confider it as a diftintt language : their 
numerals are thefe. 


One 

— 

Kidding. 

Two 


Fiddhig. 

Three 


Sarra. 

Four 

. .. ■■■■ 

Nanu 

‘Five 



Soolo. 

Six 


SenL ^ 

Seven 


Soolo ma fiMing 

Eight 


Soolo via fafra. 

Nine 

< 

Soolo via nanu 

Ten 


l^uf. • 


The 
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The Jallonkas, like the Mandingoes, are governed by a number of petty chiefs, who 
are, in af'great meafnre, indepenafent of cacii o:her ; they have no common fovereign ^ 
and the chiefs arc feldom upon fiich terms of friendfhip as to affift each other, even in 
war tiiive. The chief of Manna, with a number ol* iiis people, accop .lanied us to 
the banks of the Baiing, t.r Black River (a jnincipal. branch of the Senegal), which we 
crofled upon a bridge of Uainboos, of a very fingular conffruflion. The river at this 
place is finoolh and deep, and has very little current. I'wo tall trges, when tied to- 
gether by the tops, are fulficiently long to reach from oiu' fide to the other; the roots 
refting upon the- rocks, and the tops floating in th< water. ^Vhen a few trees have 
been placed in this divedion, they are covered with ' y bamboos, fo as to form a float- 
ing bridge, with a (loping gangway at each end, wlu re the trees r..'ft upon the rocks. 
This I'lidge is carried aw^ay every year by the fwelling of the river i i t!i> laiiiy fealpn, 
and is conifantly rebuilt by the inhabitants of Manna, who, on that accouia, expeft a 
frnall tribute from every pafTenger. 

In the afternoon we <paired feveral villages, at none of W'hich could wo procure a 
lodging; and in the twilight we received information that two hundred Jallo/ikas had 
aflembled near a town called Mclo, with a view to plunder the coffle. I’his induced us 
to alter our courfc, and wc travelled with great fecrecy until midnight, when we ap- 
proached' a tf)wn called Koba. Before wc entered the town, the names of all the 
people belonging to the cofile w'ere called over, and a freeman and three (laves were 
found to be miflitig. Every perfon immediately concluded that the flaves had mur- 
dered the freeman, and made their efcape. It was therefore agreed that fix people 
fhould go back as far as the lad village, and endeavour to* find his body, or colle£t 
feme information concerning the flaves. In the mean time the coffle was ordered to 
lie concealed in a cotton field near a large iiitfa tree, and nobody to fpeak except 
in a w'hifper. It was towards moriiing before the fix men returned, having heard 
nothing of the man or the flaves. As none of us bad tailed vidfuals for the lad twenty- 
four hours, it was agreed that mould go into Koba, and endeavour to procure fome 
provifions. \\ e accordingly entered the town before it was quite day, and Karfa pur- 
ciiafed from the chief ni.> for three firings of beads, a confid iuble cjuantity of ground 
nuts, which we roaded ;uid cat for breakfad ; we were afterwards provided with huts, 
and reded here for the day. 

About eleven o’clock, to our gr.at joy and furprife, the freeman and flaves, who 
had parted from the cofllc the preceding night, entered the town. One of the flaves, 
it feems, had hurt his foot, and the irtght being very dark, they foon lod fight of the 
coffle. The freeman, as foon as he found himfelf alone with the flaves, was aware of 
his own danger, and infided on putting titem in irons. I’he llaves were at fird rather 
unwilling to I'ubmit, but when he threatened to flab thorn one by one with his fpear, 
they made no further refidance; and he reuiained with them among the buffi. 'S until 
mornijPfg, when he let them out of irons, and came to the town in hopes ( f hearing 
which route the collie had taken. The inlormation (hat we received couceriiiug the 
Jallonkas, who intended to rob ; he coffle, was this day cwulirmed, and we were i’urcvdto 
remain here until the afiernoon of the 3.: th : when Karfa hii«"d a number o^ ^reopie to 
protefl us, nnd wc proceeded to a village called I'iiikingiaug. Departing from this 
village on the day fulfowing, we crodl a high ridge of mountains to, the well of 'iie 
Black River, and traveled over a rough dony country until funfer, when we arrived 
at Liogicotta, a fniah villiige in the didiid ol Woradoo. ,,!crc we (hook out rlie lad 
handful of meal, from our* dry pfovifion bags ; this being the fecund day (linceVe 
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croffed the Black River) that we had travelled frotrl morning until night without tailing 
ond morfel ojf food. _ ^ 

May ad! We departed from Lingicotta ; but the flaves being very much fatigued, 
we halted for the n/ght at a village about nine miles to the weftward, aijd procured 
fome provifions through the intereft of the fchoolmafter, who now fent forward a 
meffengfer to Malacotta, his native town, to inform his friends of his arrival in the 
country, and to dgfire them to provide the neceflary quantity of viduals to entertain 
the coffle for two or three days. 

May 3d. We fet out for Malacotta, and about noon arrived at a village, near a con- 
fiderable ftream of water which flows to the weftward; here we* determined to flop 
for the return of the meflenger which had been fet to Malacotta the day before ; and 
as the natives alTured me that there were no crocodiles in thfe ftream, I went and bathed 
myfelf. Very few people here can fwim ; for they camef in numbers to dilTuade me 
from venturing into a pool, where they laid the water would come over my head. 
About two o’clock the meflenger returned from Malacotta ; and the fchoolmafter’s 
elder brother being impatient to fee him, came along with the meflenger to meet him 
at this village. The interview between the two brothers, who had not feen each other 
for nine years, was very natural and affecting. They fell upon each other’s neck, 
and it was fome time before either of them could fpeak. At lengrti, when the 
fchoolmafter had a little recovered himfelf, he took his brother by the hand, and 
turning round, “ This is the man,” (laid he, pointing to Karfa) “ who has been my 
“ father in Manding; I would have pointed him out fooncr to you, but my heart was 
“ too full.” * 

We reached Malacotta in the evening, where we were well received. This is an 
un walled town ; the huts for the moft paVt are made of fplit cane, twifted iujo a fort 
of wicker-work, and plaftered over with mud. Here we remained three days, and 
were each day prefented with a bullock from the fchoolmafter ; we were likewife well 
entertained by the townfpeople, who appear to be very adive and induftrious. They 
make very good foap, by boiling ground nuts in water and then adding a ley of 
wood alhes. They likewife manufadure excellent iron, which they carry to Bondou 
to barter for fait. A party of the townfpeople had lately returned from a trading 
expedition of this kind, and brought information concerning a war between Almami 
lAbduIkader King of Foota Torra, and Darnel King of the Jaloffs. The events ^f 
this war foon became a favourite fubjed with the finging men, and the common 
topic of converfation in all the kingdoms borddfing upon the Senegal and Gambia ; 
and as the account is fomewhat Angular, I fhall here abridge it for the reader’s informa- 
tion. The King of Foota Torra, inflamed with a zeal for propagating his religion, had 
fert an emjjafly to Darnel. The ambaflfador,on the occafion, was accompanied by two of 
the principal bufltreens, who carried each a large knife, fixed on the top of a long pole. 
As foon as he had procured admilfion into the prefence of Darnel, and announc^ the 
pleafure of his fovereign, he ordered the bulhreens to prefent the emblems of his million. 
The two knives were accordingly laid before Darnel, and the ambaflador explained him- 
felf as follof^fs : “ With this knife, (faid he) Abdutkader will condefeend to lhave the 

head of Darnel, if Darnel will embrace the Mahoinedan faith^; and with this other 
“ knife, Abdulkailer will cut the throat of Darnel, if Darnel liifufes to embrace it: — • 
“ take your choice.” Darnel coolly told the ambaflador that hd had no choice to make: 
he neither chofe to have his head fhaved,*nor his throat cut^ and with this anfwfcr the 
ambaflador was civilly difmiflfed. Abdulkader to^ his meafures aiccordingly, and 
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with a powerful army invaded Darnel’s country. The inhabitants of the towns and 
villages filled up. their wells, defthiycd their provifior.s, carried off their/ effcas, and 
abandoned their dwellings, as he approached.' *By this means he was I d on from 
place to place, until he had advanced three days jdurncy into the coiuttry of the 
Jalof^. He had, indeed, met with no oppofition ; but his army h^d fuffcred fo 
much from the fcarcity o^ water, that feveral of his men had died by the way! This 
induced him to direft his march towards a watering place in -the woods, where his 
men, having quenched their third:, and being overcome with fatigue, lay down care- 
lefsly to fleep among the bulhes. In this fit nation thcv were attacked by Darnel before 
daybreak, and completely routed. Many of them ^ .re trampled to death as they lay 
afleep, by the Jaloff horfes ; others were killed in attempting to make ihe"- jfcapej 
and a (fill greater number Vere taken prifoners. Among the latter, vat. Abdiilkader 
himfelf. This ambitious or father frantic prince, who, but a month before had fent 
the threatening meffage to Darnel, was now himfelf led into his prefence, a miferable 
captive. The behaviour of Darnel on this occafion is never mentioned by the hinging 
men .but in terms of the highell approbation; and it was indeed fo extraordinary in 
an African prince, that the reader may find it difficult to give credit to the recital. 
When his royal prifoner was brought before him in irons, and thrown upon the 
ground, the fuagnanimous Darnel, inftead of fetting his foot upon his neck, and 
ifabbing him with his fpear, according to cullom in fuch cafes, addreffed him as fol- 
lows : “ Abdulkader, anfwer me this queftion. 11 the chance of war had placed me 
“ in your fituation, and you in mine, how would you have ^reared me?” “ 1 would 
“ have thruft my fpear into your heart,” returned Abdulkader with great firmnefs ; 

and I know that a fimilar fate awaits me.” “ Not fo,” faid Darnel ; “ my fpear is 
“ indeed red with the blood of your fubjefts killed in battle, and 1 could now give it 
“ it a deeper flain, by dipping it in your own ; but this would not build up my towns, 
“ nor bring to life the ihoufands vho fell in the woods. I will not therefore kill you 
in cold blood, but 1 will retain you as my Have, until I perceive that your prefence 
“ in your own kingdom will be no longer dangerous to yoio' te ighbours; and then 
1 will confider of the proper way of difpofing of you." Abdulkader was accord- 
ingly retained, and worked as a Have for three months; at the end of which period 
Darnel liftened to the folicitations of the inhabitants of Foota Torra, and reftored to 
them their king. Strange as this (lory may appear, 1 have no doubt of the truth of 
it; it was told me at Malacotta by the Negroes; it was afterwards related to me by 
the Europeans on the Gambia ; by feme of the French at Goree ; and confirmed 
by nine flave% who were taken prifoners along with AbJull.ader, by the watering 
place in the woods, and carried in the fame fhip with nte to the ^Veft Indies. 


•CHAP.XII. — The Caravan proceeds to Konkadoo, and crojfes the FalemS River;— ^ 
its Arrival at, Baniferiley Kirwani, and Tambacunda . — Incidents on the Road. — A 
Matrimonial Cafe.— ■ The Caravan proceeds through many Touns and Villages, *and 
arrives at lengthen the Banks of ' the Gambia ; pajfcs tbriK.gh Medina, the Capital 
$f WooW ; and finally flops at jindey. — The Author, ac'ompanied by Karfa, pro- 
ceeds to Fi/ana.^Varms Occurrences previous to his />/ r,..rc f rone Africa. 

ON the yth of ^ay we departed from Malacotta, aiiJ laving croffed the Ba Ice, 
Honey river,” a branch ot the Senegal, we arrived in the evening at a walled town, 
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caljed Bintixigala ; where we refted two days. From thence, in one day more, we 
proceeded, te Dindikoo, a fniall town fituated at the bottom of a h'^h ridge of hills 
from which this diftrid is named Konkadoo^ “ the country of mountains.” Thefe hills 
are very produftivc of gold. I'waslhewn a^fmall quantity of this metal,, which had 
been lately colleCled : the grains were about the ufual fize, but much flatter than thofe 
of Manding, and were found in white quartz, which had been broken to pieces by ham- 
mers. At this t»wn I met with a Negro, whofe hair and Ikin were of a dull white 
colour. He was of that fort w'hich are called in the Spanifli Weft Indies Albivos^ or 
White Negroes. Thefkiuis cadaverous and unfightly, and the natives confidered this 
complexion (I believe truly) as the cft'efl: of difeafe. 

May nth. At daybreak wc departed from Dindikoo, and after a toilfome day’s 
travel,'arrived in the evenirig at Satadoo, the capital of a'diftrift of the fame name. 
This town was formerly of conflderable extent ; but •many tamilies had left it in 
confequence of the predatory incurfions of the loulahs of Foota Jalla, who made 
it aprafticc to come fecretly through the woods, and carry oft' people from the corn- 
fields, and even from the wells near the town. In the afternoon of the 1 2th, we 
croffed the Faleme river, the fame which I had formerly crofted at Bondou in my 
journey eaftward. This river, at this feafon of the year, is eafilv forded at this 
place, the ftream being only about two feet deep. The w'ater is very pare, and flows 
rapidly over a bed of fand and gravel. We lodged for the night at a fmall village 
called Medina, the fol*’ property of a Mandingo merchant, who, by a hmg inter- 
courfe with Europeans, hps been induced to adopt fome ot iheir cuftoms. His viduals 
were ferved up in pewter difties, and even his houfos were built after the falhion of the 
Englifh houfes on the Gambia. 

May i^ih. In the morning, as we were preparing to depart, a cofllc of flaves be- 
longing to foti'e Sera wool li traders, croffed the river, and agreed to proceed with us 
to Baniferile, the capital of Dentila ; a very long day’s journey from this place. We 
accordingly fet out together, and travelled with great expedition through the woods 
until noon ; when one of the Serawoolli flaves dropt the load from his head, for 
which he was fmartly whipped. 'J’he load was replaced ; but he had not proceeded 
above a mile before he let it fall a fecond time, for which he received the fame punilh- 
ment. After this he travelled in great pain uniil about two o’clock, when we ftopt to 
breathe a little, by a pool of water, the day being r niarkably hot. The poor flave was 
now fo completely exhaufted that his maher was obliged to relcafe him from the rope, 
for he lay molionlehs on the ground. A Serawoolli therefore undertook to remain 
with him, and endeavour to bring him to the town durinur the cool of thj? night ; in the 
meanwhih: we continii''d our route, aocl after a very hani day's travel, arrived at 
BaniferiU- late in the evening. 

One of l ur flatecs. was a na'.i"e of ilis ph ee, from which he had been abfent three 
years. This man invifeJ me to go with him to hio li -ufe; at the gtite of wluch his • 
friends met him, v.ith many expn ftons of joy : fliakhig hands with him, emuracing 
bin'), and fmgii g a. d dn-dng b. lore him. As fot'n as he had feated himfelf upon a 
mat, b) the thjt fl' id o.^'nis door, a young w<.>iia»n I is intended bride) i.'roughi a little 
water in a cadal'afli, and kneeling down before him. tir-flred him to wafh his hands; 
when h'.' bad dm. e this, the girl, vith a tear of jov fpaikling m her eyes,. dhank the 
water; this being confidered 'he gr -rite ft proof Ih' eouid give him of her fidelity and 
attachment, .'.hout eight o’c.ock tlie fuiiie eveum", the Serawoolljj who hadbeen-KTt 
in the woods to take ca’ e of the latigucd flave, returned arid told us that he was dead ; 
th'e general opinionr, however, was tLii he himfe^r had killed him, or left him to pe'rifh 
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on the road ; for the Serawoollies are faid to be infinitely more croel in their tre|,t- 
nment of Saves than the Mandingoes. We remained at Baniferiie two day8,#iu, ordfer to 
purchafe native iron, Shea-butter, and fome other tfirticles for fale on the G- mbia ; and 
here the flatee, who had invited me to his.houfe, and trho poflefled three Saves, part 
of the coffle, having itbtaitied information that the price on the coaft was very .low, 
determined to feparatevfrom»us, and remain with his flayes, where he was, until an 
opportunity fhould offer of difpofing of them to advantage ; giving ns to underftand 
that he fliould complete his nuptials with the young woman before mentioned, in the 
mean time. . . 

May 1 6 th. We departed from Baniferiie, and travelled through thick woods 
until noon, when we faw at a diftance, the town of Julifunda, but did not .’[^j^roach 
it ; as we propofed to reft fbr the night at a large town ihlled Kirwani, which we 
reached about four o’clock irf the afternoon. This town ftands in a valley, and 
the country, for more than a mile round it, is cleared of wood and well cultivated. 
The inhabitants appear to»be very aftive and induftrious, and feem to have carried the 
fyftem.of agriculture to fome degree of perfeftion ; for they colled the dung of their 
cattle into large heaps during the dry feafon, for the purpofe of manuring their 
land with it at the proper time. I faw nothing like this in any other part of 
Africa. Near the town are feveral fmelting furnaces, from which the natives obtain 
very good iron. They afterwards hammer the metal into fmall bars, about a toot in 
length, and two inches in breadth, one of which bars is fuffigient to make two Man- 
dingo corn hoes. On the morning after our arrival, we were \;irited by a flatee of this 
place, who informed Karfa, that among fome Haves he had lately purchafed, was a 
native of Foota Jalla ; and as that country was at no great diftance, he could not 
fafely employ him in the labours of the field, left he thould effed his efcape. I'he 
flatee was therefore defirous of exchanging this Have for one of Karfa’s, ai^ offered 
fome cloth and Shea-butter, to induce Karfa to comply with the propowl, which, 
was accepted. The flatee thereupon fent a boy to order the flave in queftion to bring 
him a few ground nuts. The poor creature foon afterwards entered the court in which 
we were fitting, having no fufpicion of what was ncgociating, until the mafter caufed 
the gate to be fliut, and told him to fit down. The flave now faw his danger, and 
perceiving |he gate to be (hut upon him, threw down the nuts, and jumped over the 
fence. He was immediately purfued and overtaken by the flatecs, who brought him 
back, and fecured him in irons, after which one of Karfa’s Awes was relealed and 
delivered in exchange. The unfortunate tRptive was at firft very much dejeded, 
but in the courfij of a few days his melancholy gradually fub/idc i ; and he became at 
length as cheerful as any of his companions. 

Departing from Kirwani on the morning of the 20 th, we entered the Tenda yddor- 
nefs of two days journey. The woods were very thick, and the cour^try flielved tou ards 
the fouth-weft. About ten o’clock we met a cofile of twenty-fix people, and feven 
loaded alto, returning from the Gambia. Moft of the men were armed with mulkets, 
and had broad belts of fcarlet cloth over their (boulders, and European hats uport 
thdr heads. They informed us that there was very little dcm:'nd for (laves on the 
coaft as no veffel had arrived for fome months paft. On hearing this, the Sera- 
woollies whQ.had travelfec^with us from the Falamc river, (hp.. rated th«mfelves and 
their (laves from the coffle. • They had not, they faid, the n.canr of maintaining their 
(laves itt Gambia, until a veffel (hould arrive; hnd were u; filing to. fell them to. 
difadvantage ; they therefore departed to the northward for Kajaaga. We continued 
our route through the Wildemefs, and travelled all day through a rugged ccaniry, • 
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covered with extenfive thickets of bamboo. At funfet, to our great joy, we arrived at 
a pool of -w. ter near a large tabba tree, whence the place is called I'abba-gee, and 
here we refted a feV hours. The water at this feal'on of the year is by no means plen- 
tiful in thefe woods ; and as the days were infufferably hot, Karfa propofed to travel 
in the night. Accordingly, about eleven o clock, the ilaves w€f|l taken out of ftit-ir 
irons, and the people of the coffle received orfers to keep clofe together; as well to 
, prevent the flavt's from attempting to efcape, as on account of the wild beafts. We 
travelled with great alacrity until day-break, when it was difeovered that a free woman 
had parted from the coffle in the night : her name was called until the woods 
refounded ; but no anfwer being given, we conjeftured that Che had either miftaken 
the road, or that a lion had feized her unperccived. At length it was agreed that 
four people fhould go back a few miles to a fmall rivulet, where fome of the coffle had 
ftopt to drink, as we pafl'ed it in the night ; and that the coffle fhould wait for 
their return. The fun was about an hour high before the people came back with the 
woman, whom they found lying faft afleep by the ftream.. We now refumed our 
journey, and about eleven o’clock reached a walled town called Tambacunda, where 
we were well received. Here we remained four days, on account of a palaver which 
was held on the following occafion : Modi Lemina, one of the flatees belonging to the 
coffle, had formerly married a woman of this town, who had borne hinr, two children ; 
he afterwards went to Manding, and remained there eight years, without fending 
any account of himfelf, during all that time, to his deferted wife ; who, feeing no 
profpeft of his return, at the end of three years, had married another man, to whom 
Ihe had likewife borne two children. Lemina now claimed his wife ; but the fecond 
hufbattd refufed to deliver her up ; infifting that by the laws of Africa, when a man 
has been three years abfent from his wife, without giving her notice of his being alive, 
the woman is at libeuty to marry again. After all the circumftances had been fully 
invefligated in an affembly of the chief men, it was determined that the wife lliould 
make her choice, and be at liberty either to return to the firft huiband, or continue 
with the fecond, as Ihe alone Ihould think proper. Favourable as this determination 
was to the lady, ihe found it a difficult matter to make up her mind, and requefled 
time for confideration : but I think I could perceive that JirJl love would carry the 
day. Lemina was indeed fomevvhat older than his rival, but he was alfo mtich richer. 
What weight this circumftance had in the fcale of his wife’s affedlions, I pretend not 
to fay. 

On the morning of the 26th, as we Ifieparted from Tambacunda, Karfa obferved 
to me that there were no Shea trees farther to the weftward than this town. I had col- 
•lefted and brought with me from ^landing the leaves and flowers of this tree ; but they 
were ft greatly bruifed on the road that I thought it beft to gather another fpecimen 
at this place. The appearance of the fruit evidently places the Shea tree in the natural 
order of fapota., and it has fome refemblance to the mudhufa tree, deferibed by 
Lieutenant Charles Hamilton in the Afiatic Refearches, Vol. 1 . page 300. About one 
o'clock we reached Sibikillin, a walled village, but the inhabitants having the cha- 
rafter Saf inhofpitality' towards ftrangers, and of being much addifted to theft, we 
did not think proper to enter the gate. We refted a Ihort time under a tree, and then 
continued our route until it was dark, when we halted foi; tile night by a fmall ftream 
running towards the Gambia. Next day the road led ove» a wild and rocky country, 
every where rifmg into hills, and abounding with fnonkies and wild beafts. In the 
rivulets among the hills, we found plenty of fifli. This was a very hard day’s journey, 
and it was not until funfet that we reached the village of Koombod, near to which are 
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the ruins of a la^e town formerly deftroyed by war. Thelnifebitants of Koomboo, like 
thofe of Sibikillin, havefo bad a reputation, that ftrangers feldom lodge in^hb village; 
we accordingly relied for the night in the fields, Vherft we ere£led |etnpOi ary huts for 
ourflprotedlion, there being great appearance of rain. 

May 28th. We departed from Ko^boo, and flept at a Foulah town about *feven 
miles to the weft ward ; frcAn which on the day following having croirei»a confider- 
able branch of the Gambia, called Neola Koba, we reached a well rnhabited part of 
the country. Here are feveral towns within light of each other, colleftively called 
Tenda, but each is diftinguilhed alfo by its particul.r name. We lodged at one of 
them called Koba Tenda, where we remained the day following, in order t.' -ocure 
provifions for our fupport in, crofting the Simbani woods. On the 3otn ive reached 
Jalacotta ; a confiderable tovvy, but much infefted by Foulah banditti, who come 
through the woods from Bondou, and fteal every thing they can lay their hands on. A 
few days before our arrival, they had ftolen twenty head of cattle, and on the day fol- 
lowing made a fecond attempt ; but were beaten off, and one of them taken prifoner. 
Here,' one of the Haves belonging to the coffle, who had travelled with great diffi- 
culty for the laft three days, was found unable to proceed any farther : his mafter 
(a finging man) propofed therefore to exchange him for a young girl, belonging to 
one of the townfpeople. The poor girl was ignorant of her fate, until the bundles 
were all tied up in the morning, and the coffle ready to depart ; when, coming with fome 
other young women to fee the coffle fet out, her mafter took her by the hand, and 
delivered her to the finging man. Never was a face of ferenity more fuddenly changed 
into one of the deepeft diftrefs : the terror Ihe manifefted on having the load put upon 
her head, and the rope faftened round her neck, and the forrow with which ihe bade 
adieu to her companions, were truly affefting. About nine o’clock, we croffed a large 
plain covered with dboa trees (a fpecies of palm), and came tS the river Nerico, a 
branch of the Gambia. This was i^ut a fmall river at this time, but in the rainy 
feafon it is often dangerous to travellers. As foon as we had croffed this river, the 
finging men began to vociferate a particular fong, expreflive ot their joy at having 
got fate into the weft country, or, as they expreffed it, the land of ihe fettingfun. Tiie 
country was found to be very level, and the foil a ipixture of clay and fand. In the 
afternoon it rained hard, and we had recourfe to the common Negro umbrella, a 
lafge ciboa leaf, which being placed upon the head, completely defends the whole 
body from the rain. We lodged for the night under the lhade of a large tabba tree, 
near the ruins of a village. On the morning following, we croffed a llream called 
Noulico, and about two o'clock, to my infinite joy, I faw myfclf once more on the 
banks of the Gambia, which at this place being deep and fmooth is navigable ; but 
the people told me that a little lower down the ftream is fo lhallow that the coffle fre* 
quently crofs it on foot. On the fouth fide of the river oppofite to this place, is a 
large plam of clayey ground, called Toombi Toorila. It is a fort of inorafs, in which 
people are frequently loft, it being more than a day’s journey acrofs it. In the after- 
noon we met a man and two women, with bundles of co:ton cloth upon their heads. 
They were going, they faid, for Dentila, to purchafe iron, the.t being a great 'Scarcity 
of that article on the Gambia. A little before it was dark, w ; arrived at a village 
in the kingdom of Woollii called Seefukunda. Near this vi'lage there are great 
plenty of nitta trees, and ‘the Haves in paffmg §long had coli* led large bunches of 
the fimit*; but fuch was the fijperftition of the inhabitants, that they would not permit 
any Qf the fruit to be brought into the village. They had been told, they faid, \ha^ 
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feme cataftrophe w;out<i1fiippen to the place when people lived upon nittas, and negleded 
to cultivite'^corh. . , 

June ad. "We-Veparted frotp SeriTukunda, and paflTed a number of villages, at none 
of which was fhe coffle permitted to ftop, although we were all’ very mucit fa- 
tigued; it was four o’clock in the afternoon b^ore we reached Baraconda, where we 
relied oneway. Departing from Baraconda *n the mofning of the 4th, we reached 
in a few hours* Medina, the capital of the King of Woolli’s dominions, from whom 
I had received an hofpitable reception in ,the beginning of December 1795, in 
myl^journey eaftward. I immediately inquired concerning the health of my good 
oU benefador,- and learnt with great concern that he was dangeroufly ill. As 
Karfa would not allow the coffle to ftop, I could not^ prefent my -refpeds to the 
King in perfon ; but I fent him word, by the officer to whom we paid cuftoms, that 
his prayers for my fafety had not been unavailing. We continued our route until 
funfet, when we lodged at a fmall village a little to the weftward of KootakunJa, 
and on the day following arrived at Jindey; where, eighteen months before, I. had 
parted from my friend Dr. Laidley ; an interval, during which I had not be- 
held the face of a Chriftian, nor once heard the delightful found of my native 
language. ^ 

Being now arrived within a ftiort diftance of Pifania, from whence tny journey origi- 
nally commenced, and learning that my friend Karfa was not likely to meet with 
an immediate opportunity of felling his flaves on the Gambia ; it occurred to me 
to fuggeft to him that he would find it for hts intereft to leave them at Jindey, until 
a market Ihould offer. Karfa agreed with me in this opinion ; and hired, from the 
chief man of the town, huts for their accommodation, and a piece of land on which 
to employ, them, in raifing corn, and other prpyifions for their maintenance. With 
regard to himfelf, h# declared that he would rt6t quit me until my departure from 
Africa. We fet out accordingly, Karfa, myfelf, and one of the Foulahs belonging to 
the coffle, early on the morning of the 9th ; but although I was now approaching the 
end of my tedious and toilfome journey, and expefted in another day to meet with 
countrymen and friends, I could not part, for the laft time, with my unfortunate fellow- 
travellers, doomed, as I knew raqft of them to be, to a life of captivity and flavery, in 
a foreign land, without great emotion. During a wearifome peregrination of more 
than five hundred Britifh miles, expofed t\> the burning rays of a tropical fun, thefe 
poor flaves, amidft their own infinitely greater fufferings would commiferate mine ; 
and frequently, of their own accord, bring water to quench my thirft, and at night 
colleft branches and leaves to prepare me a bed in the wildernefs. We parted with 
reciprocal expreflions of regret and benediftion. My good wiflies and prayers 
were ail I could beftow upon them ; and it afforded ms fotne confolation to be told, 
that they were fenfible I had no more to give. 

My anxiety to get forward admitting of no delay on the road, we reached Tenda- 
cjinda in the evening, and where hofpitably received at the houfe of an aged black fe- 
male called Seniora Cq|nilla, a perfon who had refided many years at the Englifli fac- 
tory, aftd fpoke our language. I ^vas known to her before I had left the Gambia, at 
the outfet of my journey j but my drefs and figure were now f^ different from the ufual 
appearance of an European, that Ihe was very excufable irt miftaking meffor a Moor. 
Wiien I told her my name and country, fhe furveyed mS with great aftonilhmsnt, 
and feetuud unwilling t6 give credit to the teftimony of her fenfes. She affured me 
that none of the traders on the Gambia ever expefted to fee jne again ; having 
' i been 
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been informed' long ago, that the Moors of Ludaijiar bufi murdered me, as they 
had murdered Major Houghton. I inquired for iny'^wo attendants, fohnfoifani 
Demba, and learnt, with great forrow, that ntither of them w® re! jrned. 
wb® had never before heard people converfe in Englifli, UfteniSd to us with great 
attention^ Every thing he faw feemed wonderful. The furniture of the houfe, 
the. chairs, &c. and pajticularly bMs with curtains, were objeds .of hi§ great 
admiration ; and he alked me a thoufand queftions concerning ^he ifeity and ne- 
ceffity of different articles j to fome of which I found it dilBcult to give fatisfadlory" 
anfwers. 

On the morning of the loth, Mr. Robert Ainiloy, having learnt that I was at.Ten- 
dacunda, came to meet me, and politely offered me the ufe of his horf(\ lIc informed 
me that Dr. Laidley had removed all his property to a place called Kaye, a little farther 
down the river, and that hS was then gone to Domalanfa with his velfel, to pur- 
chafe rice ; but would return in a day or two. He therefore invited me to ftay with 
him at Pifania, until the dolor’s return. I accepted the invitation,' and being accom- 
panied by my friend Karfa, reached Pifania about ten o’clock. Mr. Ainfley’e fchooner 
was lying at anchor before the place. This was the mofl; furprifing objedt which Karfa 
had yet fecn. He could not eafily comprehend the ufe of the marts, fails, and rigging ; 
nor did he conceive that it was pollible, by any fort of contrivance, to make fo large 
a body move forwards by the common force of the wind. The manner of fallen- 
ing together the different planks which compofed the velfel, and filling up the 
feams fo as to exclude the water, was pcrfedlly nev’ to him ; and I found that the 
fchooner with her cable and anchor, kept Karfa in deep meditation the greater part 
of the day. • , 

About noon, on the 12 th, Dr. Laidley returned from Doomafanfa, and received 
me with great joy and fatisfadion, as one rifen from the dead. Finfling that the 
wearing apparel which I had left vider his care was not fold nor font to England, I lort 
no time in refuming the Englilh drefs ; and difrobing my chin of its venerable incum- 
brance. Karfa furveyed me in my Britilh apparel with gre.u -’elight ; but regretted 
exceedingly that I had taken off" my beard ; the lofs of which, he laid, had converted 
me from a man into a boy. Dr. Laidley readily undertook to difeharge all the pecuniary 
engagements I had entered into fince my departure from the Gambia, and took my draft 
upon the Aflbeiation for the amount. My agreement with Karfa (as I have already 
related) was to pay him the value of one prime Have, for which 1 had given him my 
bill upon Dr. Laidley, before we departed from Kamalia ; for, in cafe of my death on 
the road, I was unwilling that my benefaftor fliould be a lofei . But this good creature 
had continued to manifeft towards me fo much kindnefs, that I ihought I made "him 
but an inadequate recompenfe, when I told him that he was now to receive double the 
fura I had originally promifed ; and Dr. Laidley affiired him that he was ready to 
deliver the goods to that amount, whenever he thought proper to fend for them. Karfa 
was overpowered by this unexpefted token of my gratitude, and ffill more ib, when 
he heard that I intended to fend a handfome prefent to the good old fchoolmafter, 
Fankooma, at Malacotta. He promifed to carry up the g^Jods along with his own ; 
and Dr. Laidley aflured him that he would exert himfelf in aflirting him to difpofe of 
his Haves to the bell advantage, the moment a Have veffll liiould arrive. Thefe and 
other inrtances of attention and kindnefs Ihewn him by Dr. 1 udiey, were not loft upon 
Karfa.* He would often fay to me, “ my journey b as iideed been profperous !’* 
But, obferving jhe improved Hate of our manufactures, and our manifeft fuperiority 
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in the arts of civilized lifip, iie would fometimes appear penfive, and exclaim with 
an involuntary figh, futo jing inter feng, “ black men are nothing.” jijj^t other 
times, he would alk i»e with great ferioufnefs, what could poffibly have induced mau 
who was no trader, to think of exploring fo miferable a country as Africa? *He 
meant by this to fignify that, after what I muft have witneffed in my own- country, 
nothing in ^tica could in his opinion deferve a momenta's attention. I have pre- 
ferved tli«fe”'HttIe traits of charader in this worthy Negro, not only from regard 
to the man, hut alfo becaufe they appear to me to demonftrate that he poffeffed a 
mm^bove his condition : and to fuch of my readers as love to contemplate human 
nature in all its varieties, and to tracfe its progrefs from rudenefs to refinement, I hope 
the account I have given of this poor African will not be utjiacceptable. 


A Vocabulary of the Mandingo language. 


Above, fanto. 

Abfent, inteegee : (literally ^ “ not here.”) 
Abufe, V. anenni. 

Add, akeejce. 

A(nxd,fi:antec. 

Afternoon, oora. 

Air, fonio. 

Alike, beakillin. 

Alive, a 'iegee (is here). < 

All, bea. 

Always, toomtoma. 

And. ning. 

Angry, jufu bota ; (literally, the heart 
comes out.”) 

Angel, melika. 

Arm, boulla : (the fame for hand.) 
Arrived, footata. 

Arrow, binni. 

Afcend, ftlli. 

Afleep, fviouta. 

Affift, maquoi. 

Axe, terang. 

A 

Back, ko. 

Bad,yo«. 

Bag, bota. 

Barter, v. fallan. 

Ballard, dirg : (literally, “nobody’s 
''child.”) 

BcadR, connoo. 

Beard, bora. 

Beat, V. agojft. , 

Bees, lek^u 
' Bed, larong. 


Beer, dolo : (the fame for ftrong liqubr of 
any kind.) 

Before, neata : (*^ within fight.”) 
Behind, kof. 

Belly, konno. 

Big, awarata. 

Bind or tie, afeeti. 

Bird, com. 

Bite, V. keeng. 

Black, 

Blood, yo///V. 

Blue, jingma : (blackiih.) 

Boil, v.fagee. 

Bone, cooloo. 

Book, kittaba. 

Borrow, la. 

Bottom, joo. 

Bow, kalla. 

Boy, kea ding ; (literally, ** male child.”) 
Brave, fatte. 

Bread, munko. 

Break, v. affdra : (the fame word figni- 
fies “ to kill,” or “ to deftroy.”) 
Breafts, fonjoo. 

Bring, infambo. 

Brother, ba-dingdtea: (literally, “ mother’s 
male child.”) 

Bum, V. ageni. 

Buy (or fell), faun,. 

Call, V. akillL 
Carry, afambo. 

Cat, neaneon. 

Catch, V. amuta. 


Cheft 
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Cheft or coflfer, koon:f^ 

Child, ding : (if very young, dingding.) 
Gloih, fauna. 

Qipld, ninnOf 
Cortie, na. 

Coming, ahenali. 

Completely, betiki. 

Cook, V. iabbec. ‘ 

Com, neo. 

Country, doo. 

Cow, nejfee moofa. 

Crowd, n.fetima. 

Cry, V. akundfo. 

Cunning, n. a. kijfee, 

Cu , tegi. 

Danger, torro. 

Dark, dibbic. 

Daughter, dh;g moofa : (literally ^ “ female 
child.”} 

Day, icclce. 

Dead, afuta. 

Deep, adoonia. 

Defift, attoo. 

Dew, combi. 

Die, v.fa. 

Dirt, no. 

Difeafe, jnnJcra. 

Difpute, degama. 

Dog, ivoola. 

Door, da : (this is a word of very exten- 
five ufe, being applied to whatever opens 
and Ihuts.) 

Down, ad. dootna. 

Dream, v. fbota. 

Dream, n.f. fibo. 

Drink, v. ameen. 

Dry (arid), ajata. 

_ Ear, toola. 

Earth (foil), banko. 

Earth (globe), banko kang. 

Eaft, teelec bo : (“ fun rife.”) 

Eat, adummo. 

Elephant, famma. \ 

Empty, fng Hgee ; (“ nothing here.”) 
Enough, keyenio. 

Entertain (a gueft),_/iz»^«. , 

Expert, cumeringy: (“ aflive, e’ever, &c.*’) 
Eye, nea» 


m 

Face, (the fame as for the eye.) 

Fall, V. bni. 

Far off, jangfata. 

Fall,* V. ffiong. 

Fat, keng. 

Father, fa. 

Fear, v.feclan. 

Feather, tcc : (it figniflfes alf^*^ Aa/r, and 

WOOL'S 

Female moofa. 

Fever, candea. 

Few, do. 

Fight, V. akilli. 

Fill, afundi. 

Finger, boulla handing. 

Fire, deemba. 

Filh, yco. 

Flefh, fooboo. 

Food, kinnee. 

Voo\,fQoring. 

Foot, fng : (fignifies alfo ” the leg.”) 
Forget, neanta. 

Free, horea. • 

Frefh, kinde : (fignifies alfo, healthy.') 
Friend, barrio. • 

Fruit, eree ding: (“ child of tlyp tree.”) 

Full, off at a. 

Give, infong. 

Glad, lata. 

CjO, *v. ta. 

God, Alla, 

Gold, fanoo. 

Good, bettie, 

Grafs, bing. 

Great, baa. 

Gray, aqueta. 

Guard, v. tenkoong. 

Half, tella. 

Handfome, aniniata, 

•Hahg up, deng. 

Hate, V. akoong. . 

He, .etti. 

Head, koon. 

Hear, moi. 

Heart, jufu. 

rieaven,y<j«/o • (the Mahoraedah Negroe 
commonly fay, iljinna ) 

Heavy, 
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Heavy, accoliattt. 

\{e\\f johaniba. 

Wsa^foofee tncofa. 

Herb, jambo. 

Here, jang. . 

Hide, n, goolo. 

Hill, konko^ i 
Hog, leaJf (j. 

Hole, dinka. 

Honey,” lee,, 

Horn, bint. 

Horfe,yo(?. 

Hot, candiata. 

Houfe, heong. 

Hungry, konkola. 

1, inta. 

Idle, ttare. 

Increafe, aboonia. 

Induftrious, fayata. 

Interpret, konno for: (literally, to pierce the 
belly,') 

Iron, nega. 

IRzndfJouio. 

Jump, v.faun. 

Kill, affara. 

King, manfa. 

Knife, mooro. 

Know, alia. 

Lamp, ftina. 

Laugh, v.jilli. 

Lend, infoo. 

Lie (down), v. la jang. 

Lie (idX^xiy), fonio. 

Lift, achika. 

Lightning, fanfata. 

Lion, jatta: (in the interior countries, 
war a.) 

Little, miejfa. 

Long, jang. 

Look, V. affille. 

Lofe, afcele. 

Loft, affeeleeta. 

Love, V. konie. 

Makd, V. dada. 

Male, kea. 


Man (homo) mo, 

Man (vir) fato. 

Many, fitimata. 

Market, loe. 

Mafter, marree. 

Mat, baffb. 

Meet, V. beng. '' 

Middle, taima. 

Milk, nunno. * 

Milk, V. beetce. 

Mine, pr. talent. 

Money, naphulc: (it fignifies alfo merchant 
dizCy or any of value.) 

Month, korro : (the fame word fignifiee 
the moon.) 

Morning, fomo. 

Mother, ba. 

Mouth, da. 

Narrative, dentigi. 

Name, aito. 

Near (nigh), mun jang: (not far.) 

Neck, kang. 

Never, abada. 

Night, footon. 

No, inta: (literally, is not.) 

Noon, teelee kooniata: (literally, the fun 
over head.) 

North, faheel. 

Nofe, noong. 

Now, feng. 

Oil, toulou. 

Obtain, futto. 

Old, accottata. 

Only, kinftng. 

Open, V. yelli. 

Out of, banta. 

Pain, deeming. 

Paper, coitoo. 

Pais, V. tambi. 

Pafs, atambita : (gone by.) 

Pay, V. jo. 

Pen, kalla. 

People, molo. 

Pierce, for. 

Pity, V. dimi. 

Pleafure, di. 

Pleafant, 
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Pleafant, adiata. 

Plenty, qftata. 

Poor, doiaja. 

Preient (gift), boonia. 

Pfbmife, v. vioindee. 

Proud, ieelingabalia: (literally, Jlrait bo‘ 
died.') 

Pull, afabba. 

Pulh, aneury. 

Put down, alondi. 

Quarrel, quiaia. 

Quick, cat aba. 

Quiet, dea. 

Quiver, n. s. toong. 

Rain, fangce: (literally, water frcm above.) 
Rat, ninee. 

Read, akarra. 

Red, wooUina. 

Releafe, offering : (untie.) 

Reft, lo. 

Reftorc, ferrat. 

Return, v. n. afeiia. 

Ripe, mot a. 

Riic, V. wooli. 

River, ba: (the fame as for met/' >*.) 
Road, /eelo. 

Rob, boiiaca. 

Rock, kooro* 

Rope, juUe. 

Rotten, accovata. 

]low, (ijcih. 

Run, boovic. 

Sad, doi. 

Safe, torro inicegee: ('literally, 7io danger d) 
Salt, ho. 

Sand, kmi^ kinu 
Sandals, famaia. 

Say, aff'o. 

Sea, habagee. 

Seat, ferong. 

Sec, cagee. 

Send, kcc. 

Separate, aiiidJa. 

Shake, ^jigghjiggi. 

Shame, tnala. 
voL. xvJ. 


Shew, nrta. 

Ship, caloon. 

Short, futta. 

Shut, ton.* 

Sick, mun kindc. 

Side, carra. 

Silent, dering. 

Silver, cody. 

Sing, ' 'V/ ; (the fame to dance.) 

Sifter, ba ding moofa : ( niollier's female 
ciiild.) 

Sit, ffe. 

Sky, fang. 

Slave, Jong. 

Sleep, v.ftnoo. 

Smell, V, fooinhoola. 

Smoke, feifee. 

Snake, fau. 

Something, fenke. 

Son, ding kea : (male child.) 

Soon, fang fang: (now now.) 

Sour, acorniata. ^ 

South, boulla ba; (literally the right hand.) 
Speak, akimnio. 

Spear, iamba. 

Spin, V. worondi. 

Spoon, dofa. 

Star, lolo. 

Steal, foonia. 

Stink, V. n. kaffa. 

Stone, birro. 

Stop, mania. 

Stranger, leant on g. 

Strike, abooti. 

Sun, icelce. 

Swear, koUi. 

Sweet, tcejniata. 

Swell, foonoo. 

Swim, noo. 

Sword, fong. 

Tail, finnto. 

Thief, foon. ‘ 

'Vhxnjfeaia ; (Render.) 

Think, meira. 

Thirft, mindu. 

Thread, bori. 

Throw, fy. 
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I'hunder, fan^fata. In contradiftinftion 
to lightning, it is Kallam Alla. (Arab) 
“ the voice of God.”) 

Tie, V. ofeetee. 

To-day, bee. 

To-ntorrow, finny. 

Tongue, ning. 

Touch, V. ma. 

'I'dwn, kitnda. 

Trade, i-.feeree. 

Tree, eree. 

True, ionia. 

Truft, V. la. 

Turn, acllma. 

Underftand, noi. 

Until, honing. 

Walk, iivna. 

War, killi. 

Waifh, V. coo. 

Water, gee. 


Weary i umbatata. 

Weep, akujji. 

Weigh, fimang. 

Well, n. a. awa. 

Well, n.f. cullong. 

Weft, teelee gee. 

Wet, fnunta. 

What, tnun. 

Where, minto.' 

White, qui. 

Who, jerna. 

Why, viunka.ig. 

Wind, n. funnio. 

Wolf, fooloo. 

Woman, moofa. 

Wildcrnefs, woolla. 

Yes, awa. 

Yefterday, koona. 

You, a’/i7, when fimpl) pronounced: 

when joined to any other word, it is ee. 
Y oung, juna. 


The following questions and answers may be ufcful in the Weji Indies. 


Do you underftand Mandingo ? ■ 

I underftand it, - - - 

I do not underftand you, 

Come hither, - - - , 

Is your father or mother living ? • 

alive, - - - . 

dead, - - . . 

Have you any brothers or fifters ? 
Where are they ? - - 

Arc they in Africa ? - 
Arc they on board the fliip ? 

Point them out. 

What is the matter with you ? 
Are you in health ? - 

1 am fick. _ - - 

Shew me your tongue. 

Give me your I^and. - 

Are you hungry ? - - 

I ani hungry. . - - 

Are you thirfty'? 


ee Mandingo kiimmo moi? 
ya moi. 
ma moi. 
na na ree. 

ee fa, ou ee ba abeagee ? 

abeegee. 

afata. 

- ee ba ding abeegee ? 
bimint 0 ? 

abce faio fing doo ? 

abbe Tobaubo Cakon ou konno ? 

aiianna. 

man bela ? 

ko ee kinde ? 

mun kinde. 

ee ning aiianna. 

ce boulla adima. 

konkolabinna ? 

kcnkolabinna. 

mindolabinna ? 


•1 am 
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I am thirfty. » - 

I am not' hungry. 

I am not thirfty. 

Does your head ache ? 

It does ache. - . . 

It does not ache. 

Does your ftomach pain you r 
Do you flecp well ? - 

Are you feverifli ? - - 

Do not be afraid. 

There is no danger. - 
Drink this medicine. - -* 

It will do you good. - 


- the fame word repeated* 

- konko inteegee. 

- mindo inteegec** 

- ei koon bideeminn ?* 

- bideemina. 

- intadcm'mg. 

- ee konno bideemina. 

> koo cc ftnoo betika ? 

- acandeata ? 

- kanna feeJan. 

- torro inteegee. 

- ning borri ameen* 

• - aee kijfi. * 
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